ARCHIVE COPY

Please return.

dpwnwpulyniphil UdbphYwhwjng U-pb\.blb-ux(i Fbdh UqqujhG Bnwylnprnupulip

A Publication of the Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America

Second Class Mail

Volume IX, Number 10
February 1987

Y UMW U8 SOUhU UMp RN,

erNhy

((ll'lilnljlnll_lf)), pume ‘l_ul[nl_ulil:

«l’,ll'[”ljlnll_l.r)), qpqilbgllil lLl.uFrl_ulill.l.lilg lfmpm[r[lflbpﬂz

(<ll'la‘[1rl.f1n'1_1f>>, q’Euflril Lfbp lﬁblﬂl.uJ[lilb['E, [I"" l.uulnf[uuiuult mn_ulzz

'l_uuuuCull:uu[r, (<ll’hIlIl.ﬁnLlr>) Ii’auliil 77777 7 pr flnlvolrlnul 4blvnuillilrn,
wnp8uwlwlf pyfulyp ubiqdb b wnn ngblnsbynd leupll_ulflwilg lpnpfi8ubpn.
bplz_ﬂl_lrﬁil 4uu_u.uluu1f'gEo <<3LUJHLr 41."1.1."”1!15’ ;ld’lnl nIZ np Ii‘"['t [uu.l[umbl . nIZ
4[1[721:1111[[@ ko ",Z Jm[nl_[lll, nlz umLym, "IZ 4:11_[1, nlz 2n1_11, ns l.lllfbilullil ll[lilz
ke E5s ll_ulnjl CmPan&@»:

YErYONRY - -

Ly
[pugpnofdlwl nc qouumnnfdbwl Jwpfhwenpnody §:
ilban Iil'iiliuuzl.lrnl_plimfl lftg,
Yoy jinugnedp hp dyqb bpgncbuyp:
—Mppogesse finploepg dpb £ bpgacdp, op wpbab §3ppn] Lo qprydack
bppnedp wipnd funpinepq dph £y np fp wplh dwpglugple dwpdful
bl :
Uyfmgndulppf wyb qbquiluwpp, npoch J8) Lmpywlh gopuiwpp, fuughi
qpidug Soculf Eywd Qwpnwewhlb Swgpkippep Swlunnwgppp Syqng
llﬁlwlqwil nme 4‘""’”IL FL"IT_EO
—’bpnln'ud:

* %k k

Uyjfmgnulypp fEbumgpphbpp yp f juybY, Fh wh bppbdt fhp qpdlp fp
wzwlllipmflbpnl_il, b llwd' zl_lnlwfl[lulp['z Eilqbpilb[lnL oq_ilnLFbulil‘ [1[1 l[lip—
uu & [l&[ux{mpilb[rnl_il :l_g':.f"e&pg l.le.ulllilnl_ 4m¢fm{l: u./lluulnllu&[:f: Jmfnrl
rl_[ufl.uilftu‘:}r\ltz JE Zl;, Jm‘ztw:.wful. b['F lz.[urmilltulpfl[ipg 4uuf£lfmmbil,g
llwmw[rblnl_ﬁlnufl &q_mntl [1[1 &nl[mil[lm[rilb[nn_il S b

<<Up1}nul'>> Il.[ufluflllul[rﬂ | 797) F"Jl 4‘ 4lfu1u.llll.uil Lulun.tfrul, ilb[l[l[l ,gunl_lua;g—
bb[’ﬂ ill?[l4nLil ll_lillluilqulp[lzll JE llp({illu4ul[l”Lulb’ilb[1nL l.ulnl_[njl@ Zbil,
ianiI[luq 4u.lulﬁl.'ulol14'il liluuzl.n[l&nl_l.u& e leleﬂanF[lLil IlE ({q.l?il
whligpppl fpuy: Unlugh, Sslppnmly wyu prgaplt, wpgqobp jbpympp ,
4‘"'["[”1"”’[""2' ;' nL gL, ulilnl1 “’Z@bﬂﬂ Ii,zulnnlu'lullmliil [1[1 wrnd npnznt.lf[ﬁl
%[1[”1."4[19‘ flnl_[lpbull Jmﬂmﬁ&ﬁ JE c{[u} me l:.upnu.u& 4"11.&1[[151."4E: ll_mlnl_util[l
rl.[ufmll_[r&bpnl_fl wpmm g swlwbncfdhicvp hp gpubeopk ngd J'n:lrulnl_lnl.[l
‘IE l[lilb‘l—&[lilblﬂL ﬁmlluunwlnﬂnuliwil ull.ll4E:

<<bIlIl_nLlf>) ll_lnlu.lil[lul[rg llE u[uun&ul‘l-l[r ulllu.ulnnluq[r[r 41111”1_2117[1"1_ l.l.lIJil
quppple (fusube, 4wy doqnynipnh Sypnnphibpy, «<Pphdbwb Zwyphyp
LydpwmdGh pppuhwuljhb fkg», «Zwjbpnt gwmpnp Spuwhqnbh Lkg», «4wybpp
Bwr Yp bglbby, «{wjbpp Yblgwbh Yp Gbwbl dnyy, bewy b)), npnip ne-
Lipu mg gy e g bquepnfusluits Wpwpgfip e fp dfunfl Sy dagodnopyp fle-
fuuﬁl.uiuutlfmil Ee Elf[:(numnl_pbmfl}hlblnl_ mbﬁmenLﬁ[rLinilbpq:. Il.tlr:

Uydugndulpf Uncpp dspypuwbp bpgned lphh punghl gpdug’ wqguyph
HFFHLF[ILiIiIIF[IE unl_[nul I3 ul[r[n_fuul Mlluz_llllllulilb[ﬂl_ Cu.ufmln "ul[ 971[1:1.n[1
I'lulilf&tufl[r l’_l_u[nl.mfl qo[tuulmpﬂ [u_l_.u_z[r,“nl_ qul'flml_l.uful_‘_ llnl_l1!l_ II_IIMIJ b_l"
rl_nl_lf E[uu& 4‘ ‘”[”l-l;i’ [ 73 lfl.upm[l l?ll.u&‘ uull.l.ul'/[ﬁl [llulzil e 4‘ulllll‘il[l'e£
ulmzmululilb[nl_ 41u1f1u[1: ’l]mflzbulflﬁ ‘prll_ulflc Juu_[unlifuullulfl “l“’./.B"’[’[’ J;—f
4‘: ]"[1 prm[lllilbpnl_il qnl_ll_l.u4bn_‘ 7 lllrf.lnl_n[uulz.ln.u& !; iu.ubl_ <<aanulil[14>>il
me «UWJF zulJlllllmulil»E, qupwqmbbbpil L 4ulJll_nLllilL‘l1E Py lfl.u'fuul_ulful_ 4MIJ
Lyuilyryffy FbSwagnl qrpSpsiubpp’ wlubuyg BWopbioghti, Gopbbh nc
Lmﬂb&wg[rtil, Jﬁilsz llnlf[luuuu, U[uu:fulilpo, "‘u.lil[l;‘l llul[nu_d-mfl e
lerliflg, lf[li(tbl. '”‘”['"J[’ Ub‘l_luq e lf[ffnuu ul_bm[rulnuil, lrﬁilsz ”L[llbalf
Uwpnllnuil, Uou Ul.u[ul_[ru[nuil, z[rwinl_ U'Luﬁln_nubu.lil, ”-u:q:f[rll ')-anJl'uufl
e F:.u‘lnl_lf nLlI[Izilb[I: ullluulnllull[r[l ‘l_l.ulnl_wil[ril ul;‘u lilnl.nl_lf Eilbl;‘ ln.n,g,
wilnfl@ U[r[zuul‘uil '”mmbpuullf JulJmlulnu[uu& En’ 41u.”1bf111@£, wggp, ne,
‘flu'iu.uuuful_‘ uul‘l_w./[ril nllf JZ‘”II"JFE l.lllllzlﬂululilblnL 4uuful[1:

Unjutu Thpwih

rAlmas S e

U. 4U.MU 3nl{hmﬁﬁ]:u U.jyugnjufh, 1892

THE VARTANIANS

Every year, on the Thursday preceding Lent, Armenians throughout the world
celebrate the anniversary of an important event in their history. This is the religious
war waged between pagan Persia and Christian Armenia in the year 451 A.D.

The hero of this war was St. Vartan the Brave. All those who gave their lives
in this war are called collectively the Vartanians.

The cause of the battle was religious. Armenia, the first country in the world
to proclaim Christianity as its state religion (301 A.D.), lived peacefully, first under
its own kings, and then under Persian rule. She developed her culture with great
zeal during the first half of the fifth century. During this period the Bible was
translated into Armenian and Christianity flourished in the country.

Armenians, who formerly had almost the same religion as the Persians, showed
signs of alienation from the Persians after becoming Christians. In order to force
the Armenians to revert back to the Persian religion, the king of Persia decreed
that all Christians under his rule should abandon their new religion and accept
Mazdeism, the distinctive feature of which was the worship of the sun and fire.
’ (Cont. on page 2)




ANOUSHIG VARTAN

Today I would like to answer another of the ques-
tions you have asked of me. A question I know most
Armenians, young and old, have asked at one time or
another of themselves or of others. Again, my answer
will be a lay person’s response.

You had asked about the appropriate times to stand
up or to remain seated in our church during the
“‘Soorp Badarak’’ service.

Although you have probably heard this before it
bears repeating here again, that from day one, our
church has been and still is, a democratic and broad-
minded institution, as well it should be since Chris-
tianity is based on love and tolerance. If anyone tells
you otherwise be certain to test their opinion; follow
the ‘““Badarak’ for yourself. Better still, take some
time to reach the Armenian text or the English transla-
tion. Above all, use your common sense! ’

As you are aware, ‘‘Soorp Badarak’’ is the most
solemn service. Therefore, a physically healthy person
who wishes to remain standing throughout the service
should do so, as this is the ideal form. On the other
hand, if you feel tired sometimes, or do not feel well
enough that you can remain standing though the ser-
vice and find you need to sit down more often or at
different times, let this not bother you. I am certain
our loving heavenly Father will not consider being
seated a sin. In any case I would like to give you an
idea about church etiquette so that you may practice
and observe this.

In the days of old there were not benches or pews
in our churches. Our forefathers used to kneel or sit
or stand on the floor using a cushion or a small carpet
brought from home for this purpose. In fact, they also
removed their shoes and left them in a designated area
near the door. In my childhood I had been to a few
Armenian Apostolic churches where there were very
few benches with wide open areas. People brought
their own cushions or small folding chairs. As recent-
ly as a few months ago I was in a church in Toronto,
Canada, where there were no benches. In this church
(not an Armenian church, by the way, but an Eastern
Orthodox church) the only sitting areas were wooden
wall extensions which were attached to the three side
walls of the building. I was told those wooden struc-
tures were for the elderly or sick persons only. The
others of the congregation were expected to stand
through the service, the Divine Liturgy.

In a few handbooks of the ‘““Soorp Badarak’’ the
standing, kneeling and sitting occasions are indicated.
When you have the use of one of these books you will

not have a problem. However, you might occasional-
Iy like to follow the service without reading, choosing
instead to concentrate on the music and the meanings
of the words. This, I believe, is better to do if you are
able to understand Armenian fairly well. If you do not
understand every Armenian word now, do not give up;
perserverance will pay off.

Now, let us see how often we can remain seated.
First, ‘““Soorp Badarak’’ starts when the celebrant
priest, fully clad in the appropriate vestments, is
ushered in with the chant ‘‘Khorhoort Khoreen’’, or
in the case of a bishop, ‘‘Hurashapar Asduvads’’. You
do know, I am sure, that the simplest way to show
respect is to rise and stand when a person enters the
room, in this case the church. Hence, as the celebrant
priest entets, we stand as a sign of respect and remain
standing until he reaches the altar and finishes sing-
ing ““Ee hargee surpootyan ... Havidyans havidenits.
Amen.”” You cannot miss this, because at this point
the drapes at the alter are drawn closed and the con-
gregation sits in the pews. Meanwhile, the ‘‘dagh’’,
the melody appropriate to that particular Sunday ser-
vice is sung either by a member of the choir or the
choirmaster. The choir continues to sing until the priest
concludes the blessings at the alter. The priest blesses
the holy bread, the wine and the ‘“mass’’.

Second, the altar drapes are drawn open by a
deacon. The priest begins censing the altar and the pro-
cession prepares to walk among the congregation. This

is the second occasion to rise and remain standing un-
" til someone begins to read the Bible lesson. These
lessons are always from the ““Acts’’ of the Apostles
and chosen in accordance with the actual Gospel
reading of that Sunday. As this is not the actual Gospel
reading we will be seated. In some churches, when
there are inconvenient occasions, the lesson is omit-
ted. In this case, we remain standing through the
““Jashoo Avedaran,’’ the Holy Gospel reading and the
recitation of the Creed. Everyone should recite the
Creed, the ‘‘Havadamk,’’ for this is what we, as Chris-
tians and as members of the Armenian Apostolic
church, believe.

I would like to stop at this point for in my opinion
you have enough to think about and to put into prac-
tice for a while. In my next letter we will have a look
at the rest of the ‘‘Soorp Badarak’’ service. Until then,

I remain .
’ Your Loving

Eugenie Horkoor.

THE VARTANIANS

(Cont from page 1)

The Armenians, in a mass meeting of the clergy and
the ruling princes, gave a bold answer to this royal
decree, insisting that they had not the slightest inten-
tion of altering their Christian beliefs. They wrote a
letter to the Persian King in which they said: ‘‘Our
religion is not like a garment that we might change ac-
cording to the circumstances; it is part and parcel of
our bones and blood and personality ... We serve you
loyally in your army and pay taxes faithfully if you
leave us alone in the matter of religion. If you try to
force your will upon us we are ready to suffer, and
to be tortured and even to die. However, you should
know in advance that there is no power on earth which
can force us to change our religion because our cove-
nant (pledge to be faithful) is not with man but with
the Almighty God.”’ That was the conclusion of the
letter.

The Persians countered this boldness with a heavy
hand. They sent to Armenia a huge army of some
220,000 strong, to crush the resistance and to convert
the country to Paganism by force.

In 451 A.D. on the field of Avarayr (thymes with
fire), near Mount Ararat, a band of 66,000 semi-
trained and poorly equipped Armenian fighters, under
the leadership of Vartan Mamigonian, their Com-
mander in Chief, stood waiting for the invading army
of Persians.

Vartan Mamigonian was the descendant of a noble
Armenian family. From his mother’s side he was the
grandson of Sahag the Catholicos, the chief translator
of the Bible from the Greek into Armenian. Vartan
was, at that time the head of the Mamigonian House,
a very influential and renowned ruling family in
Armenia. Vartan knew full well that the Persians out-
numbered his men, that they were well equipped and
that they were going to use their hords of elephants
against him,

The day before the battle, the Armenian soldiers
spent the night in prayer and devotion. The entire ar-
my prayed and took Holy Communion. The head of
the Church, Catholicos Hovsep, was there together
with his clergy. Priest Ghevont (Leontius), the most
zealous among the clergy, together with Vartan
Mamigonian, encouraged the soldiers with inspiring
words.

Towards the morning of a Saturday they heard, and
dimly saw, the approaching Persian army. The clash
of the two armies was fierce, with swords glittering
and blood running profusely. The Armenians inflicted
great losses on the enemy. In this battle which lasted
only one day, and in the subsequent guerilla wars, 1036
Armenians fell, against the Persian loss of 3544
soldiers. The battle of Avarayr came to an end with
the fall of Vartan the Brave. The Armenians, seeing
that they were left without a commander, withdrew
to their castles and inaccessible mountains to carry on
a-guerilla war,

In this battle Vartan and his comrades suffered a
military defeat but in reality the victory was theirs.
They lost the battle but in the end they won the war
and attained their aim for which they were fighting.
The Persians eventually stopped their scheme of con-
verting the country to their religion, when they realiz-
ed how steadfast the Armenians were in their faith and
conviction. Their defeat became a moral victory.

Some thirty years later, a nephew of Vartan, Vahan
Mamigonian, brought this religious resistance to a suc-
cessful end, even from the military standpoint; he dic-
tated his simple terms to the Persians: a) full religious
freedom, b) home rule for the country, and ¢) replace-
ment of corrupt officers with men of dependable
character.

The Armenians still hold what the Vartanians were
fighting for: their Christian faith and heritage. The
Persians lost what they were trying to impose upon
Armenians, their own religion, because they were
themselves converted later to Islam.

Vartan has become the most outstanding hero of the
Armenian nation. He, with his comrades in arms,
together with millions of others following their exam-
ple throughout Armenian history, laid down their lives
so that the coming generations of Armenians might
worship their Lord and God freely.

The war of St. Vartan was fought exclusively on the
issue of freedom of conscience, and as such, it con-
stitutes a glorious event in the struggle of humanity
for freedom of religion. Vartan and his valiant men
were the pioneers of freedom of conscience in the mid-
dle of the fifth century.

As aresult of such battles in our history and the fine
spirit which the Vartanians displayed, the Christian
religion has survived in Armenia throughout centuries
and under most trying circumstances. We are proud
inheritors of this unconquerable spirit, so conspicious-
ly manifested on the Field of Avarayr. May God make
us worthy of this glorious legacy.

Saints and Sacraments Bishop S. Kaloustian
(Now Patriarch)

SIRARPIE DER NERSESSIAN
ARPAG MEKHITARIAN

ARMENIAN MINIATURES
FROM ISFAHAN

Preface and introduction by H.H. Catholicos
Karekin 11
Brussels, 1986

As promised, Armenian Miniatures from Isfahan
adds a new title to the list of valuable and well-
conceived works dealing with medieval Armenian
culture, and medieval Armenian art in particular. It
finally renders accessible to a large number of us a rich
and colorful treasury of an Armenian community
which, though familiar in principle to most informed
individuals, has for a long time been known-yet-
unknown to all but a few fortunate individuals.

Other great treasure-houses of Armenian culture
have already been quite accessible, for a variety of
reasons, thus enjoying a somewhat steady stream of
inquirers and/or visitors from all over the world. The
New Julfa collection, of no less intrinsic value than
any other and no less captivating to any of its many
visitors, has perhaps been lacking an official ‘‘writ-
ten ambassador’’, making it an actually felt presence
in the imagination of a wider audience; its counter-
part to The Armenian Art Treasures of Jerusalem or
other similar works. With the volume at hand, this tiny
community with an identity and character of its own,
a unique history and witness, is opened up for all of
us to see a sampling of, to understand it more, and
appreciate it as it deserves to be appreciated.

Nothing could be further than the truth, however,
than to state that what we are looking at here is a
coffee-table edition; for while our volume is a beautiful
13’ x 97, it is designed to appeal to more than the
eye. It is indeed a supplementary to the 1968 study of
John Carswell, New Julfa: Armenian Churches and
Other Buildings, dealing, this time, with manuscripts
and miniatures.

A

Arpag Mekhitarian and Sirarpie Der Nersessian

His Holiness Karekin II of Antelias, Lebanon, pro-
vides both a preface and an introductory survey. His
words expressing satisfaction and joy for the successful
completion of the project (which was in the making
for quite a while) seem to reflect not only his official
rank and patronage, but also the dedication of a
faithful servant of the New Julfa community itself —
an individual well-acquainted with the material
described and analyzed in the volume, and a first-hand
experience most of us lack. His introduction, on the
other hand, comes from a serious student of Armenian
affairs, with perceptive generalizations, historically
validated comments, and a framework within which
the whole New Julfa phenomenon may most profitably
be studied.

The bulk of Armenian Miniatures from Isfahan is
devoted to an intricate study of selected representative
miniatures from the collection, undertaken by pro-
fessor S. Der Nersessian, perhaps the singularly best
qualified expert to embark on such a project destined
to be a first and simultaneously as authoritative as
possible. Her contribution, a lucid analysis of in-

(Cont. on page 3)
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ARMENIAN MINIATURES
FROM ISFAHAN

(Cont. from page 2)

fluences and counterinfluences of artistic styles and
schools of illumination and decoration, of tradition
and innovation, of external factors and local-inherent
motifs is most meticulously researched and eloquent-
ly presented, as usual. Interrelations among various
schools of Armenian art are defined, clarified, their
extent established upon detailed examinations and
comparisions of individual components of the collec-
tion, as well as some of their sub-components. Pro-
fessor Der Nersessian dwells on the correlation of the
New Julfa school of illumination and those of Cilicia,
Siunik, and Vaspourakan in particular, noting general
trends, underlying conceptions, similarities, and
divergences and accounting for them.

Gospel No. 481: the Son of the Donors (1330 A.D.)

It is safe to declare, that inasmuch as the New Julfa
collection is the focus of this study, the latter presents
a precis of the available knowledge to be found
anywhere. The New Julfa evidence is skillfully in-
tegrated into the wider spectrum of medieval Arme-
nian art, so that the non-expert may gather a con-
siderable amount of general information from it. One
must also note that the western influences so vividly
present in New Julfa as perhaps in no other medieval
Armenian community ever, are-also assessed and
exposed.
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Gospel No. 47: Nativity (1330 A.D.)

Professor Arpag Mekhitarian has provided the volume
with an additional and pragmatic advantage: his detail-
ed description of each of the studied manuscripts. This
brief yet immensely useful section is bound to assist
scholars in various fields of endeavour in becoming
aware of the existence and character of these

THE WEEK OF PRAYER

FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY
MARKED IN FORT WAYNE, INDIANA

The Prelate of the Armenian Apostolic Church of
America, His Eminence Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian,
recently paid a two-day visit to Fort Wayne, Indiana,
upon the invitation of the Associated Ministries of that
city in order to address a gathering at the Trinity
Episcopal Church on January 20, 1987, during a ser-
vice of prayer for Christian unity.

The Prelate was invited also to address the 300
member Rotary Club of Fort Wayne on Monday,
January 19. Although an unusual snow storm hit the
town on that day, a great number of rotarians attend-
ed the Monday noon luncheon. After the normal pro-
ceedings of the club the President, Mr. Lester Grile
made the introductions and invited that famous Arme-
nian at Fort Wayne, Mr. Zohrab Tazian to introduce
his own Archbishop.

Archbishop Ashjian spoke about Lebanon: the
country, the structure, and the Armenian presence
there, stressing the witnessing of the Armenian Church
in Lebanon, especially, the social role of a church in
a war-torn country.

On Tuesday noon, special ecumenical services were
held at the Trinity Episcopal Church with the par-
ticipation of Episcopal, Roman Catholic, and United
Church of Christ representatives. Among the atten-
dants were the Roman Catholic Bishop of Fort Wayne
and South Bend diocese as well as representatives of
various churches.

The Reverend Mel Philips of the Associated Chur-
ches introduced Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian who ad-
dressed the congregants on the topic: ‘Reconciled to
God in Christ’. The address was based on St. Paul’s,
I1 Epistle to Corinthians, Chapters 5:16 - 6:4, with the
key verse being: ‘We beseech you on behalf of Christ:
Be ye reconciled to God.” He then invited the con-
gregation to follow the paths of the apostles as am-
bassadors of Christ and his ministers to be agents of
reconciliation in these times of turmoil.
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Archbishop Ashjian, Mr. Zohrab Tazian & Mr. Lester Grile.

After the service a luncheon was offered in the
church hall followed by a question and answer period.
The same night Mr. & Mrs. Zohrab and Noemi Ta-
zian whose warm hospitality Archbishop Ashjian en-
joyed during his stay in Fort Wayne, hosted a dinner
at their residence attended by some 110 people from
the Greater Fort Wayne area. Church representatives,
the County Council President, the Superintendant of
the Fort Wayne School System, local bank presidents,
college board chairmen and other friends attended the
dinner and met with the Archbishop.

The Prelate, during the dinner, thanked the Tazians
for their hospitality and faithfulness to the Armenian
Church and Community. He also mentioned that the
Tazians are staunch supporters of the Prelacy and just
recently they made a donation of $35,000 to the
Prelacy for the renovation of the executive offices of
the Prelacy and other projects.

Upon his return to New York, Serpazan Hayr ex-
pressed his satisfaction at a successful trip in the pur-
suit of Christian Unity.

manuscripts so that they may be made more use of in
various monographs and studies in the future.

One would hope, that a momentous advance such
as this in the efforts to uncover and revivify our
treasures will be sufficiently appreciated. Obviously,
many individuals and institutions deserve to be thank-
ed; Professors Der Nersessian and Mekhitarian, first;
the authorities in and around New Julfa, past and pre-
sent, should not be forgotten; and the Armenian
Catholicosate of Cilicia, and His Holiness personal-
ly, are to be heartily and sincerely commended for yet
another achievement in their record of service to the
Armenian Church and people.

Copies may be ordered from the bookstore, the
Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of
America, 138 E. 39th Street, New York, N.Y. 10016.
(360.00 plus $2.00 postage and handling).

Hratsch Sarkissian
New York City

THE LAND AND CULTURE

ORGANIZATION
MARKS ITS 10TH ANNIVERSARY
ON JANUARY 24-25 IN PARIS

The Land and Culture Organization celebrated its
tenth anniversary in conjunction with its 14th general
assembly convened in Salom Hoche, Paris, France.

His Eminence Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, Presi-
dent of the Land & Culture Organization, Inc. in the
U.S. of America, attended the proceedings of the
General Assembly together with the three member
delagation from the U.S.

On Saturday night, over 250 people attended the an-
niversary dinner. Included among those present were:
the Prelate of the Armenian Apostolic Church of
Paris, Bishop Kud Naccashian; Bishop Gregoire
Ghabroyan, Bishop of the Armenian Catholics of
France; Rev. Levonian, the representative of the
Armenian Protestant community as well as many
Armenian writers, and artists such as Vahe Katcha,
George Garvarentz, Aida Aznavour and others.

The Land & Culture Organization is a movement
to study and to preserve Armenian monuments and
it has been recently incorporated as a nonprofit
organization in the state of New York.
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Yl PuSMHkNih - MISSING

We are searching for a man named MESROP
ABRAHAMIAN who came to the U.S. from Armenia
between 1919 - 1921. He was only a child at the time
and his birth date is from 1911 - 1914. His parents are
named Avitis and Shogher. His brother is still in
Armenia while his nephew is in the U.S. looking for
his uncle.

Could you possibly help us? Any information about
MESROP ABRAHAMIAN would be sincerely
appreciated.

All those who have information should write to:

WORLD WIDE TRACERS
Tracers of Missing Persons
Entitled to Abandoned or Unclaimed Property
26081 Avenida Aeropuerto
Suite E
San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675



The Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America Presents

PAREGENTAN VII

FEBRUARY 27 ¢ 28
DEDICATED TO THE REGION OF KHARPERT

Sheraton-Lincoln Inn
500 Lincoln Street
Worcester, Massachusetts 01605

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 1987

5:00 p.m. Continuous Art Exhibit
Book Fair

Armenian Video Show
Komidas Choral Society
of Boston (Maestro
Rouben Gregorian)
Open House Buffet

8:00 p.m.

8:00 - 10:30

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 1987

9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. Special Morning Services
Archbishop Mesrob

Ashjian, presiding

10:00 a.m. Holy Communion

10:30 a.m. Communion Breakfast

11:00 a.m. Continuation
(Sheration-Lincoln Inn)
of: Art Exhibit
Book Fair
Armenian Video Show

1:00 - 1:45 p.m. Armenian Play

1:45 - 2:30 p.m. Sunday / Armenian
Schools Masquerade
Parade

2:30 - 3:00 p.m. Dance Solo by Afrim
Tanoglu & Sons

3:15 - 4:00 p.m. Philadelphia Choral
Group (Religious Music)

4:00 - 5:00 p.m. Dance Workshops
Slide Presentation of Mt
Ararat Climbers

6:30 p.m. Cocktails and Dinner
(Reservations required)

9:00 p.m. Dance, Carnig Mikitarian,
Ensemble with Johnny
Berberian

11:30 p.m. 11th ANNUAL

PRELACY RAFFLE
DRAWING

SUNDAY, MARCH 1, 1987
PN

9:45 a.‘m.. Morning Services and
Badarak
Celebrant: Very Rev.

Anoushavan Tanielian

PARTICIPATION FEE:

$199.00 Single Occupancy
$239.00 Per Couple

$299.00 Triple Occupancy
$339.00 Quadruple Occupancy

11th Annual Raffle

PRIZES

1st Prize $15,000
2nd Prize 8 5,000
3rd Prize 8 3,000
Ath-10th s 2,000
5th-15th 8 1,000

Drawing on Saturday,
February 28th, 1987

Tickets available from Board
of Trustees, Delegates or local
sources.

PAREGENTAN VII (MARDI GRAS) WEEKEND
FEBRUARY 27-28, 1987; SHERATON LINCOLN INN, WORCESTER, MA.
(Reservation Deadline, February 12, 1987)

Name

Date

Address City

State Zip Tel.

Please reserve your rooms and enclose a $50.00 deposit for each person. Make checks payable to:
HOLY TRINITY ARMENIAN APOST. CHURCH and mail to: 635 GROVE STREET,

WORCESTER, MA 01605

THE ARMENIANS

of Adriano Alpago Novello

In it’s December 15, 1986 issue, the Time weekly
magazine has suggested 22 volumes to enjoy without
reservations.

During the holiday season, the magazine picks its
choices and describes the books worth reading.

Under the title “‘Pleasures for the Holidays,’’ the
article has divided the books into three categories ac-
cording to their price: Books more than $60, books
between $30 and $60, and books less than $30.

In the more than $60 category, a book on Arme-
nians is selected, Entitled ‘‘The Armenians,’’ the book
is $75, 280 pages and was published by Rizzoli Inter-
national Publications, Inc. of Milan and New York.
It was written by Adriano Alpago Novello.

This is what Time has written about it: ‘‘For nearly
2,000 years, the rich and fertile lands of western Asia
known as Armenia proved hospitable to man and
beast, as well as to a remarkable civilization. Then in
1915 the turks massacred more than a million Arme-
nians, leaving their historic lands desolate and sending
the survivors fleeing abroad. The splendidly illustrated
‘The Armenians,’ aims to restore to view some of the
beauty of this brutally wounded culture. Various
Armenian and Italian scholars have contributed
chapters on the arts, history, religion and literature.”’
Copies of ““The Armenians’’ may be purchased from
the Prelacy Bookstore, 138 E 39th St. New York, N.Y.
10016, for $75 per copy, postage and handling
included.

PRELACY

GOMIDAS CONCERT POSTER
RECEIVES CERTIFICATE OF DISTINCTION

CREATIVITY
RIA
W\

ART DIRECTION
MAGAZINE

Certificate of Distinction

PRELACY OF THE ARMENIAN_APOSTOLIC CHURCH OF AMERICA
AWARDED TO

POSTER DESIGN
FOR

Dby SURY

PUBLISHER ART DIRECTOR

Our readers remember vividly that great moment of
pride which was the Gomidas Concert at Avery Fisher
Hall on April 19, 1986.

The poster of that memorial day was prepared by
Mr. Vazken Kalayjian of the Glazer and Kalayjian.
The said poster recently received the 1986
CREATIVITY ART DIRECTION MAGAZINE,
CERTIFICATE OF DISTINCTION.

We heartily congratulate Mr. Kalayjian on his suc-
cess and share his well earned pride and satisfaction
in such a magnificent work.



