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THE ORDINATION OF
REV. FATHER
NERCESS MANOUGIAN

The St. [lluminator’s Armenian Apostolic Cathedral
of New York witnessed, during the weekend of Feb.
21 and 22, 1987 the ordination and anointment of Rev.
Father Nercess Manougian.
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The service of the ¢‘Calling of the Priesthood”’ of
Archdeacon Haroutune Manougian was held Satur-
day, Feb. 21 right after the Vespers service. The ser-
vice of “‘Ordination and Anointing’’ was held on Sun-
day February 22, during Divine Liturgy which was of-
fered by His Eminence Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian.
The altar was served by Very Rev. Anoushavan
Tanielian and Very Rev. Nareg Alyemezian, Arch-
priest Moushegh Der Kaloustian, Archdeacon Hagop
Tutelian and Sevag Kendirjian. The divine Liturgy
came to a halt just before the reading of the lesson
of the day and the service of Ordination began. The
candidate climbed the steps of the altar on his knees
while the sponsor and his aides were reading Ps. 122
“I was glad...”” Then the candidate was escorted to
the Prelate. Then, after more questions, the Arch-
bishop blessed the candidate who then was turned
toward the west, facing the congregation, and in a
gesture of renunciation of worldly things, he raised his
hands to the sides of his head. Then after the canonical
prayers and the vesting, Surpazan took the dove and
after chanting the hymn to the Holy Spirit, anointed
the forehead of the candidate saying: ‘‘Blessed and
anointed and sanctified be the forehead of Der Nercess
Kahana.” After the anointing and naming, the Arch-
bishop gave to the newly ordained priest the chalice
with the wine and the bread saying: ‘‘Receive and ac-
cept the authority and ability from the Holy Spirit,
to celebrate the sacrifice in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, for the living and for the dead.”’

Then the Prelate delivered his sermon based on
Ezek. 3:17, “‘Son of Man, I have made thee a watch-
man unto the House of Israel... If thou givest him not
warning... his blood will I require at thine hand.”’ The
Prelate spoke about the calling of the Priesthood in
the Armenian Church, how great and important is the
role of the priest as a watchman, as a pastor and as
a Father to the community and ended his sermon with
two remarks: (1) If you see injustice, war and death
and also the kind of tragedy in this life and in the socie-
ty — look always to Christ and His cross, and see the
cross as the sign of glory and salvation. (2) Today is
a happy day in your life. Many will come and greet
you, kiss you, congratulate you, make you feel hap-
py, but don’t forget that the same people who shouted
‘““Hosanna’’ to our Lord, after a few days shouted
“Crucify Him.”” Feel happy when you hear the
‘““Hosanna’’ shouts but be ready for the shouts of
“‘Crucify Him.”” Be not afraid and consider all of them
your brothers and your people because they are yours

(Cont. on page 2)
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Where did my last letter end? Ah yes, we left off
just after ‘“‘Havadamk’ the recitation of the Creed.
I believe we stopped at the end of section two, my ar-
bitrary arrangement. So, to continue,

Third, if the Bible lesson of the day is not read, you
have been standing for a while. You may be seated
after the recitation of the Creed because what follows
is actually a link between part two of the service and
the Holy Eucharist ‘“Poon Badarak,’” the transpos-
ing of the bread and wine to the Body and Blood of
Christ.

You cannot miss the beginning of the ‘‘Poon
Badarak’ because the celebrant priest removes his
crown and takes off his sandals or slippers. If the
celebrant is a bishop, the parts of his vestments
denoting authority are removed with the crown and
slippers as a sign of humility.

There are times throughout the ‘“Sourp Badarak™
when kneeling is desirable but it seems that most peo-
ple, especially men, prefer to stand. Hence, from the
beginning of ‘‘poon Badarak’’ when the deacon sings
“Mi vok herakhayits...”” until the end of ‘‘hoki
Asdoodso...”* the parishioners remain standing. When
the choir finishes singing ‘‘hanko zhokis mer nun-
chetselots...”” the congregation is seated.

Fourth, as you know, we rise and stand as a sign
of respect. When the celebrant priest begins praying
for the prsent clergy, ‘“Yevus aravel zaeisgobosabedn
mer...”’ the Catholicos and the Prelate, we stand un-
til he finishes his prayer. Personally, I would prefer
to rise just before the priest’s prayer when the deacon
prays for all believers, ‘‘unthanoor amenayn
havadatselots...”” In my opinion, however humble,
those who sacrificed their lives for Christ deserve to
be respected. Actually, we are only talking about a few
seconds. Soon after the priest blesses the congregation
they may be seated.

Fifth, I have to refer back to my earlier advice about
the use of common sense. Here now is a segment which
our forefathers have so wisely arranged. If you are able
to follow the words, you will realize that there is a sort
of dialogue between the deacon and soloist. The sec-
tion, ‘“Amen, yet unt hokvooyt koom’’ gives the
celebrant priest an opportunity to reflect on the Gospel
reading of the day or the sermon he intends to give.
The parishioners are seated for the sermon.

Sixth, following the sermon and the announcements
all rise again for the ““Hayr Mer,”’ (which I am cer-
tain you recognize as the Lord’s Prayer), standing just
a short while. After the celebrant priest says ‘‘Ee sur-
pootyoon surpots’’ (for the holiest of the holy) all are
seated again.

Seventh, the final standing segment occurs when
the choir sings ‘‘Orhnyal eh Asdvads...”” This is a
joyful hymn for now the transposition is complete and
the congregation is reminded, encouraged and told to
partake of the ‘““Communion.”” Listen to the words
““Jashagetsek yev desek zi kaghtsr eh Der.”

You see, in the old days, centuries ago, Armenians
used the ‘“‘Grahpahr’’ (classical Armenian) as the
spoken language in their everyday life; therefore the
advice, the encouragement or affirmation was easily
understood by the congregation.

I have observed, and perhaps you have noticed also,
the fact that some members of the congregation sing
along with everyone’s part — even that of the celebrant
priest. However, this is not correct. The congregation
may join together in singing only when the choir sings.

I am certain there are other questions to discuss as
well as comments and suggestions you might want to
make. You are welcome to do so by writing to
OUTREACH also. You may be assured that your
comments about any aspect of ‘‘Soorp Badarak’ and
the Armenian church will be answered.

Now, I hope you have been enlightened a little. And,
please remember, I look forward to hearing from you
and have you voice your opinions at any time; so write
to,

Your loving
Eugenie Horkoor

OUTREACH

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian
Prelate
Mary Hamparian - Editor

OUTREACH (USPS 426-490) is published monthly by the Prelacy
of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America, 138 East
39th Street, New York, New York 10016, (212) 689-7810. Unsolicited
manuscript will be considered for publicalion; please include a
stamped, self-addressed return envelope. We reserve the right to edit
articles in order to conform to space limitations. Signed articles do
not necessarily reflect the policy of the Armenian Apostolic Church
of America. Send all correspondence to the above address 1o the
attention of the Editor. Printed in the United States of America,
Second class postage paid at New York, N.Y. 10016.
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THE ORDIDNATION OF REV. FATHER

NERCESS MANOUGIAN
(Cont. from page 1)
and you have to cherish them with all your heart,
without any discrimination whatsoever. After the ser-
mon, while the Choir chanted ‘‘Voghchoin’’, the
greeting of the Kiss of Peace of Christ was proclaim-
ed, the Prelate kissed the forehead and the hands of
the newly ordained priest followed by the clergy pre-
sent. At the end of the Divine Liturgy, the people came
and kissed the hands of Der Nercess, congratulated
him, after which the Godfather, Mr. Ardavast
Avakian washed his hands and forehead.
After the religious ceremonies, a banquet was held
in the Pashalian Hall of St. Illuminator’s Cathedral,
organized by the Ladies’ Guild of the Church.
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MR. ARMENAG MARDIROSIAN

PRESIDENT OF EMERSON ARMENIAN HOME FOR AGED OF NEW JERSEY

HONORED

During an emotional testimenial banquet held at Cotillon Hall in Garfield, New Jersey at-
tended by over 500 relatives, friends, and admirers, of Mr. Armenag Mardirosian, the very
respected President of the Emerson Armenian Home for the Aged of New Jersey, received the
Order of Cilician Knight of the Holy See of Cilicia by His Eminence Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian.

The dinner was organized by the Board of Trustees of the Emerson Armenian Home for the
Aged and it was a well deserved testimonial to honor a man who devoted his life to the Arme-
nian Aged.

His Holiness Karekin II, Catholicos of the great House of Cilicia, had issued an encyclical
which was read by Archpriest Vahrich Shirinian.

We hereby publish the Armenian text of the Pontifical message.

> ; e = = 4 !
Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, Armenag Mardirosian and Archpriest Vahrij Shirinian
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THE PRELACY RAFFLE

The 11th Annual Raffle of the Prelacy Armenian Apostolic Church of America was drawn
on Saturday, February 28, 1987 the 7th Paregentan weekend at the Sheraton-Lincoln Inn of
Worcester, MA. The following were the winners.

Number Winner Location Amount
4027 L. Garikian Encino, CA $15,000
3112 V.O. Marashian Oradell, NJ 5,000
3312 Nina Hovnanian Red Bank, NJ 3,000
4651 Sarkis Acopian Pennsylvania 2,000
1680 Joseph Yemenidjian Montreal, Canada 1,000
1144  Gary’s Sunoco Villanova, PA 1,000
4688 Prelacy Ladies’ Guild New York, NY 1,000
2003 Home for the Armenian Aged Emerson, NJ 1,000
1378 Helen Meregian and

Harry Sookasian Wilbraham, MA 1,000
1726 Dicran Hajetian Montreal, Canada 1,000
1257 John Merjanian Burlington, MA 1,000
1798 George Mouradian Manhasset, NY 1,000
2424 Mr. & Mrs. J. Hagopian Morton Grove, IL 1,000
1260 Vahram & Catherine Der Manuelian Lexington, MA 1,000
1316 A group of Ladies from

St. Gregory Arm. Apostolic Church N. Andover, MA 1,000
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NATIONAL FUNERAL SERVICES HELD FOR
ARCHDEACON CARNIG 8. PILIGIAN
IN INDIAN ORCHARD, MA

Carnig S. Piligian, a lifelong devoted member of the
Indian Orchard/Springfield, MA, community and
32-year Archdeacon of St. Gregory Armenian
Apostolic Church, passed from this life on Sunday
morning, February 22, after having suffered a massive
heart attack.

Born on May, 1, 1922, Carnig spent most of his life
in the service of his beloved church and community
as Archdeacon, Board of Trustee member and past
chairman, former member of the Armenian Revolu-
tionary Federation and past Gomideh president and
delegate to the Naional Representative Assembly from
1957 to 1978

Carnig served his country in World War II in the
Army Air Corp. He was a devoted family man and
recently retired after 17 years as a quality control
engineering manager for Digital Equipment Corp.

On the national level, Carnig served-his nation as
a past member of the Central Committee of the Arme-
nian Revolutionary Federation as well as, more recent-
ly, a member of the Armenian Youth Foundation of
America, Inc. He served with distinction on the Ex-
ecutive Council of the Prelacy for two terms, and was
chairman of that augusr body from 1978-1980.

In recognition of this exemplary service to the Arme-
nian Church and nation, His Eminence Archbishop
Mesrob Ashjian, Prelate of the Armenian Apostolic
Church of America in conjunction with the Executive
Council, declared that a National Funeral would be
performed on Wednesday, February 25, in St. Gregory
Armenian Apostolic Church. On that day, the solemn
and very impressive funeral services were presided over
by His Eminence Archbishop Ashjian. He was assisted
by very Rev. Fr. Shahe Vartabed Panosian of Southern
Florida and nine other pastors from various pari-
shes throughout New England and New York. The
small church was filled to overflowing with family,
friends and co-workers who had come from far and
near to pay their final respects to this devoted church
leader.

A special tribute was offered by the National
Delegates and Board of Trustee members currently ser-
ving with Carnig as, with lighted candles, they lead
the funeral procession into the Church and, in the same
way escorted it out.

In his Eulogy, Archbishop Ashjian praised the far-
sightedness of this dedicated servant of God as a man
who was instrumental in bringing the Prelacy into the
computer age by spearheading efforts to obtain a com-
puter system for the Prelacy. At the conclusion of his
message, the Archbishop related the story of a church
whose custom was, upon the death of one of its
members, not to erase the name of the deceased from
the membership rolls, but rather to write beside the
name: ‘‘transferred to membership in the heavenly
church.”

““There would be no more fitting tribute,”” exclaimed
the Archbishop, ‘than keeping Carnig’s name in the
membership book and writing beside it: ‘transfered to
membership in the heavenly church’.”

Following interrment in Oak Grove Cemetary, a
memorial dinner or ‘“‘Hokejash’’ was held at Andon’s
restaurant in Springfield.

May our Lord grant eternal rest to the soul of His
faithful servant Carnig; may his soul be illuminated
in heavenly lights, and may the Holy Spirit comfort
his bereaved widow, family, church, Prelacy and all
who knew him.

A MOURNER
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