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The 1986 National Representative
Assembly of the Armenian Prelacy of
the Eastern United States and Canada
was convened in Dearborn, Michigan,
between May 14th and May 16th, and
was presided over by His Eminence, Ar-
chbishop Mesrob Ashjian, Prelate. With
the NRA, a Religious Meeting as well as
the annual conference of the national
Association of Ladies’ Guilds was held.
The host church for these events was St.
Sarkis Armenian Church of Dearborn.
Together with all the meetings and ses-
sions, the NRA offered traditional
religious ceremonies which inspired
fresh enthusiasm and spirit in all those
who participated.

The following is a description of the
events which took place at the 1986 Na-
tional Representative Assembly.

I. RELIGIOUS CONFERENCE

On Tuesday, May 13th, the Religious
Conference was convened at the Lillian
Arakelian Hall of Dearborn with the
participation of seventeen members of
the clergy; His Eminence Archbishop
Ashjian presiding. Archpriest Sempad
Der Mksian and Reverend Antranig Bal-
jian were respectively elected Chairman
and Secretary of the Conference.

During the first session, participants
listened attentively to the Prelate’s
Message and the Religious Council
Report. His Holiness Catholicos
Karekin II had sent a cable on this oc-
casion in which he said:

[R5 S
“Fatherly greetings to beloved priests
participating in annual Religious

Conference. Pray to Almighty God

to grant you all wisdom and courage

fo continue your services with ever in-
creasing spirit of self-giving dedica-

tion. May this conference become a

source of spiritual enlightenment to

our Armenian People of the Eastern

Prelacy of America and Canada.”’

The Convention rose to hear the Pon-
tifical Message and decided to respond
to His Holiness with a warm greeting.
In response to the recent bombing of the
Catholicosate and the financial dif-
ficulties encountered due to it, the clergy
raised $2,000 to send to the
Catholicosate of Cilicia.

The main topic of discussion at the
Religious Conference was a document
on the religious, ceremonial, pastoral
and administrative duties of the clergy.
After a thorough discussion of the issues
in this document and some additions
and amendments, it was adopted for
implementation.

(Cont. on page 2)

ARCHBISHOP MESROB ASHIJIAN

RE-ELECTED PRELATE
ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH CF AMERICA

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian was re-elected as Prelate of the Armenian
Apostolic Church of America on May 16, 1986 for a new four-year term by
the National Representative Assembly which convened at St. Sarkis Armenian
Apostolic Church, Dearborn, Michigan. The Archbishop holds this office since
December, 1977 and was re-elected in 1982 in Boston, Massachusetts.

The results of the election were communicated by the NRA Tivan to His
Holiness Karekin II who sent the following congratulatory message:

To; Colonel Harry Sachaklian, Chairman
and Distinguished Members of NRA
From: His Holiness Karekin IT
Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia

We are happy to learn from your communication that the National Represen-
tative Assembly has re-elected by acclamation His Grace Archbishop Mesrob
Ashjian as Prelate of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America for a new
Sfour-year term.

While awaiting a detailed report about the NRA session and the election, we
take this first opportunity to extend to you and to the newly re-elected prelate
our fatherly greetings together with our warmest congratulations and heartfelt
wishes.

Surely this re-election is the full manifestation of your love for Archbishop
Mesrob, of the confidence you have in his person and capacities and experience
as well as of grateful recognition of his most valuable services to our beloved
people of the ‘United States of America and Canada.

Confirming his re-election we pray God to strengthen him and you all. May
He grant him renewed spirit of dedication so that his new term of office may
become a source of even greater achievements for the benefit of our church
and nation.

Prayerfully,
Karekin II

Catholicos of Cilicia Antelias, May 21, 1986

MESSAGE TO
PRESIDENT REAGAN

Dear Mr. President:

The National Representative
Assembly of the Armenian Apostolic
Church of America, now in session in
Dearborn, Michigan, wishes to entend
its greetings and best wishes to you.

The delegates to the annual Assembly
representing all of our Churches and
parishioners in the United States and
Canada commends your strong leader-
ship in guiding our beloved country and
the rest of humanity towards a more
peaceful and just society.

We are particularly pleased that this
year the Senate has finally ratified the
Genocide Treaty which received your
leadership and support. Armenian-
Americans know full well that genocide
is a major crime against humanity. All
of us have suffered and continue to pay
the price for the genocide of the Arme-
nian people.

We ask that you make every effort to
give appropriate recognition to the
Armenian Genocide so that history will
never forget the wrongs that were com-
mitted. In particular, we urge your sup-
port of House Joint Resolution 192
which seeks to designate a Day of
Remembrance of Man’s Inhumanity to
Man.

This action will reaffirm to the world
that such tragic events must never be
repeated.

May Almighty God grant you the
wisdom and good health to seccessfully
fulfill your awesome responsibilities.

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian
Prelate
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THE 1986 NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLY

II. THIRD ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION OF LADIES’ GUILD,
MAY 15-16. 1986

Business

The delegates to the third Annual Conference of the
NALG convened on May 15, 1986. The conference
theme was ‘‘Armenian Women On The Move.”
Registration of delegates took place with twenty-seven
delegates and six guests representing twelve local guilds
of the U.S. and Canada.

His Eminence Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian gave the
invocation and welcomed both the delegates and
guests. Archpriest Dr. Gorun Shrikian welcomed the
participants to Dearborn on behalf of the St. Sarkis
parish.

Ms. Betty Kessel of Dearborn, Michigan, and Ms.
Margaret Dardarian of Maryland were, respectively,
elected as Chairlady and Secretary of the Conference.
The minutes of the Second Annual Conference of the
NALG were read and approved as corrected. The sum-
mary of the Second Annual Conference was voted as
an addendum to the said minutes. The NALG Ex-
ecutive Council’s Annual report was read by Chairlady
Grace Bagdasarian and reported to the Executive
Council of the Prelacy for incorporation into its an-
nual report to the NRA.

The NALG financial report and proposed budget
was presented by Ms. Rita Tatevosian. The proposed
by-laws, part I, of the NALG of the Prelacy of the
Armenian Apostolic Church was presented by Ms.
Gemma Vartanian. It was reviewed by the delegates
and accepted as is to be submitted to the Prelacy Ex-
ecutive Council.

~~

The ladies of the Detroit community excelled in their
hospitality.

Lectures

Archpriest Dr. Mesrob Tashjian, Pastor of Sts. Var-
tanantz Church of Providence delivered a lecture on
the topic of various sects and cults in the United States.
It was a very timely topic and enlightening speech.

Very Reverend Anoushavan Tanielian made a
presentation at the First Regional Seminar hosted by
the Ladies’ Guild of the St. Illuminator’s Cathedral.
A video presentation of that seminar was shown.

The delegates submitted reports of their activities
and accomplishments during the year.

Election of the NALG Executive Council Officers
Ms. Grace Bagdasarian, Sts. Vartanantz, Providence

Ms. Betty Sadjian, St. Gregory the Illuminator,
Philadelphia

OUTREACH"

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian
Prelate
Mary Hamparian - Editor

OUTREACH (USPS 426-490) is published
monthly by the Prelacy of the Armenian
Apostolic Church of America, 138 East
39th Street, New York, New York 10016,
(212) 689-7810. Unsolicited manuscript will
be considered for publication; please include
a stamped, self-addressed return envelope.
We reserve the right to edit articles in order
to conform to space limitations. Signed ar-
ticles do not necessarily reflect the policy of
the Armenian Apostolic Church of America.
Send all correspondence to the above address
to the attention of*the Editor. Printed in the
United States of America, Second class
postage paid at New York, N.Y. 10016.
Postmaster: Send address changes to
Outreach, 138 E. 39th St. New York, N.Y.
10016

(Cont. from page 1)

Ms. Nora Serverian, St. Gregory the Illuminator,
Philadelphia
Ms. Ann Keosayan, St. Illuminator’s Cathedral, New
York City

Ms. Oski Ornazian, St. Sarkis, Dearborn.

The executive council members of the NALG were
applauded for their outstanding accomplishments last
year. They were especially commended for creating
and developing the NALG By-Laws and for organiz-
ing the NALG Seminar.

The Third Annual Conference of the NALG gave
all its participants a sense of great satisfaction and ac-
complishment. The atmosphere was cordial and true
to its theme of ‘‘ Armenian Women on the Move.”” It
was a progressive meeting which holds promises yet
another year OM dedication and hard work.

The NALG Members expressed their thanks to His
Eminence Archbishop Ashjian and the Prelacy Ex-
ecutive Council Members for their assitance and en-
couragement. They also thanked Rev. Dr. Gorun
Shrikian, Yeretzgin Shrikian and the St. Sarkis Ladies’
Guild for their warm hospitality and helping hand.

III. NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLY

This year’s National Representative Assembly was con-
vened on May 14th, 1986, at 2 pm. Serpazan Hayr
began the meeting with his opening prayer after which
the eldest and youngest of the Assembly delegates, Col-
onel Harry Sachaklian and Mr. Sarkis Khuzkian
respectively, were invited by the Prelate to act as the
temporary Tivan.

The Pastor and Chairman of the host church, Rev.
Dr. Gorun Shrikian and Mr. Albert Sarkissian respec-
tively, expressed best wishes for a successful assembly.
The credentials committee and nominations commit-
tee elections followed, the members of which pursued
their duties and responsibilities. The Tivan of the
Assembly was elected as follows:

Colonel Harry Sachaklian, Chairman

Mr. Zaven Sarkissian, Co-Chairman

Very Rev. Khajag Hagopian, Armenian Secretary
Mrs. Susan Erickson, English Secretary

The Religious Council and Executive Council
reports were presented by the Chairmen of each Coun-
cil, Archpriest Moushegh Der Kaloustian and Mr.
Nerses Chitjian, respectively. The answers and elucida-
tions to many questions were given to the delegates
on Thursday morning.

The participants in the National Representative
Assembly listened to Catholicos Karekin II’s cable in
which he sent his good wishes for the success to the
work of the NRA, particularly when he said:

“We pray God to strengthen and enlighten you all for

Sfruitful and beneficial deliberations which surely will
be motivated by genuine concern for the highest in-
terest of our beloved people of the Eastern Prelacy.
May the Lord guide you so that you may be devoted
with committment to such spiritual, educational,
cultural and national services that may bear abundant
Sfruit for the enhancement of the life and work of the
people you represent in faithfulness to God, to our
church, to our people in your great country of
America.”’

On Wednesday evening, Mr. Nerses Chitjian, Chair-
man of the Executive Council of the Prelacy, delivered
the keynote speech after which His Eminence
Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian delivered his report in
which he discussed the realizations of the year past and
concentrated on the role of the Armenian Church in
the context of the Armenian Diaspora and pointed out
the importance and the role of the Armenian Church
in America. It was interesting to learn that among the
three hundred active churches in the world, one hun-
dred exist in the U.S. and Canada. Also eighty-two
of the three hundred and ten married priests, twenty-
two out of eighty-eight Vartabeds and twelve of fifty-
two Bishops and Archbishops are in the U.S. and
Canada. All this manpower and financial strength in-
cluding one hundred and thirty Armenian Day and
Saturday Schools makes the Armenian Church the
strongest Armenian organization in North America.
later, Serpazan Hayr elaborated on some of the future
plans for the year ahead.

At the end of the session, Archpriest Torkom Hago-
pian, pastor of the St. Sarkis Church of Boston, with
great enthusiasm, asked the permission of the
Assembly to read the encyclical of His Holiness
Karekin II issued on April 29, congratulating the 25th
Anniversary of the ordination of Archbishop Mesrob
Ashjian. The Assembly praised and warmly received
the pontifical message.

The Assembly then decided to send cables to Mr.

2

Ronald Reagan, President of the United States of
America; the Honorable Brian Mulroney, Prime
Minister of Canada; and Mr. James J. Blanchard,
Governor of the State of Michigan.

On Thursday morning, May 15, the Assembly broke
into five different panels: Armenian Christian Educa-
tion, Armenian Education, Constitutional Matters,
Administrative Matters and Budget, Finance and
Audit. Through this day the delegates worked in com-
mittees discussing the projects.

Later, the Assembly adopted the guidelines of the
Panels and with few amendments ratified them.
Following are some of the decisions of NRA 86:

A, Christian Education
1. Proclaim 1986 ‘“The Armenian Church and Her

Children’’ year in order to:

a. Give central attention to our Armenian youth.

b.Give priority towards encouraging the par-
ticipation of our children in all Sunday School
Programs.

c. Encourage our youth to participate in AREC
sponsored national programs, and their local
church community activities, as well as en-
couraging our older youth to take on positions
of responsibility such as joining the choir, ser-
ving on the altar, assisting in Sunday School,
etc.

2. Further cultivate the Sunday Schools, especially
to recruit as many students as possible.

LE o 0

Christian Education Panel; meditation is in order

B. Armenian Education

1. To proclaim a week during the year as Armenian
School Week and use all resources and media to
create awareness on the importance of Armenian
language education and also to help Armenian
Day schools.

2. Encourage, study and promote audio-visual aids
and the newest methods for teaching the Arme-
nian language.

—————
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Armenian education was one of the most debated subjects.

C. Administrative Panel

The panel proposed a reform of the structure of
NRA and also advised that Assembly deliberations
be used instead of the panel system which might
lead to narrow and parochial discussions.
Assembly deliberations will provide a more com-
prehensive and interdisciplinary approach when
studying the issues at hand.

el ." .... \..Lk.. = |
The Administration Panel came out with bright and in-
novative ideas.

(Cont. on page 3)



THE 1986 NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLY

(Cont. from page 2)

D. Constitutional Matters
The panel acted upon the proposals of the special
committee and made its proposals to the Assembly
in order to make some important changes in the
By-Laws of the Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic
Church of America. The adopted changes will be
presented to the World Assembly for ratification.

E. Budget, Finance and Audit
A total budget of $940,000 was reviewed and
adopted by this panel. This amount includes the
renovation program of the Prelacy.

The Finance, Budget and Audit Committee. The agenda is

quite serious.

The NRA also discussed two other subjects. The
first was the recent affront made to the Prelate who,
although had a valid visa, was refused entry to the
Soviet Union. The following resolutions were adopted
regarding this matter:

““The 1986 National Representative Assembly wishes
to express its profound disappointment and concern
for the recent denial of entry to the Soviet Union of
our Prelate, His Eminence Archbishop Mesrob
Ashjian.

We authorize the Executive Council to undertake in-
quiries and other appropriate actions at its discretion,
with the responsible authorities in the U.S. to seek
satisfactory explanations and/or redress.”’

The second subject was Church Unity. After several
hours of discussion and soul-searching and in view of
recent publicity as well as the unwillingness of the
Diocese to come forth with an answer to Article II-2
of the guidelines adopted in 1982 by the two NRAs,
the Prelacy NRA passed a motion in which it decided
to suspend the negotiations until such time that
Etchmiadzin finds a resolution to the impasse created
by its refusal to accept Article I1-2 and until such time
that the Etchmiadzin Diocese expresses a willingness
to have sincere cooperation with actual initiatives.

ELECTIONS

Mr. Bedros Givelekian, Mr. Sarkis Shirinian and
Mr. Antranig Tumaian were elected as members of the
Auditing Committee.

Very Reverend Khajag Hagopian was elected to the
Religious Council.

Mr. Nazareth Emlikian, Dr. Varant Hagopian and
Mr. Harry Dombalagian were elected to the Executive
Council.

ELECTION OF THE PRELATE

According to the By-Laws of the Prelacy of the Arme-
nian Apostolic Church of America, and in view of the
fact that Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian’s term of office
had expired, the Executive Council requested a slate
of three candidates from the Catholicos of Cilicia. His
Holiness Catholicos Karekin II submitted the follow-
ing slate:

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian
Bishop Vartan Demirdjian
Bishop Yeprem Tabakian

The election was held on Friday afternoon, May 16,
and Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian received 78 votes out
of the 83 cast. Then, upon the proposal of the
delegates, his election was accepted by acclamation.

The result of the election was reported to His
Eminence, who had retired to the church offices, by
Chairman of the Assembly, Colonel Harry Sachaklian.
After acknowledging the election Archbishop Ashjian
was led by a procession of clergymen to the church
which was filled with delegates and guests. Following
the canonical prayers, Colonel Harry Sachaklian, on
behalf of the National Representative Assembly ex-
pressed congratulations and best wishes.

The Very Rev. Khajag Hagopian, speaking on
behalf of the clergy, congratulated the Prelate and
voiced the support of all clergy. Archpriest Moushegh
Der Kaloustian, Chairman of the Religious Council
presented Serpazan Hayr with a golden staff and in-
vited the newly elected Prelate to address the
Assembly.

Serpazan, after thanking the Lord, expressed his ap-
preciation to His Holiness Karekin II, and the National
Representative Assembly, with its clergy and deiegates
for their confidence in him. He reiterated his vow to
serve, in this, his third term, God, the Armenian
Church, and the Armenian Nation to the fullest of his
ability.

Then in a moving moment he remembered his re-
cent difficulties, but also expressed the happiness
found in the support and guidance of the Bible. He
quoted Paul in the First Corinthians (10:13):

‘““No temptation has overtaken you that is not com-
mon to Man. God is faithful, and He will
not let you be tempted beyond your strength, but with
the temptation will also provide the way of escape, that
you may be able to endure it.”’

Following the singing of ‘‘Aysor Kahanayabed”’, the
Prelate was taken in procession to the Assembly Hall
where he received the cengratulations of all the
delegates. Serpazan Hayr, after thanking the NRA,
commented on the composition of the NRA consti-
tuency, urging the churches to elect more women and
younger people as delegates. He then highlighted the
NRA decisions in the areas of Christian education,
Armenian education, administrative matters, constitu-
tional matters and the budget.

. - : ‘. u o L £ e 2 ;" " ~

The Mayor of Dearborn, Mr. Michael Guido offered
Serpazan the key of Dearborn but he made it clear it was
the key of the hearts and not the treasures.

The Prelate commented on the unity talks by say-
ing: “‘History is in the making. Sixteen years of
endeavors through much tribulations, difficulties, and
frustration are now facing the greatest of challenges.
But, he warned, there are no victors and no losers: the
victors are the Armenian People and the losers are the
Armenain People. It is time that instead of words, ac-
tions should be taken and decisive choices should be
made.”” He cautioned, ‘‘we have to struggle for the
common goal of one Nation under God. Our commit-
ment to the unity of the Armenian Church is in-
alienable.”’

Thuis ended the 1986 NRA with the Serpazan’s bless-
ings and was followed with the singing of ‘Cilicia’.

IV. THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL BANQUET

On Friday, May 16, the traditional closing banquet
was held at the Holiday Inn, Detroit, Michigan. Close
to four hundred people were present. Serpazan com-
menced the activities with an opening prayer and after
dinner the Master of Ceremonies, Executive Council
Chairman, Nerses Chitjian, initiated the program.

During the banquet, as is customarily done, four
members of the Detroit Community received special
awards on behalf of the Prelacy. They were: Mrs.
Virginia Avedisian, Mr. Herman Torigian, Mr. Albert
Sarkisian and Archdeacon Manoug Der Ovakimian.
The introductions were made respectively by Yeretzgin
Arpine Shrikian, Mr. Khachig Ghazarian, Mr. Percy
Sarkisian and Rev. Dr. Gorun Shrikian.

It was a moving moment as the Church recognized

BIBLE READING IN THE
ARMENIAN CHURCH

JUNE, 1986

1. FEAST OF HOLY ETCHMIADZIN - PR 9:1-6,
Zech 3:7 - 4:9, HEB 9:1-10, JN 10:22-30.

2. PR 29:2-7, IS 18:7, HEB 2:14-18, MT 2:16-18

3.S. of S. 8:14-24,
IS 27:11-13, I PET 5:8-11, JN 12:24-26.
4 .ROM 4:13-22, MT 10:34-42.
5.PR 6:1-5, IS 33:5-8, ROM 8:18-27, LK 21:12-19.
6.ROM 5:12-21, MT 11:25-30
7.ST. NERSES THE GREAT - WIS 2:23 - 3:8, IS

57:15-16, HEB 13:7-9, MT 10: 16-22.

8.EVE OF THE FAST OF ST. GREGORY - IS
2:1-15, ROM 6:12-23, MT 12:1-8.

9. WIS 8:7-10, NAH 1:7-9, I COR 12:4-11, MK
6:45-52.

10.PR 16:9-17, BAR 3:31 - 4:4, I TIM 2:1-7, LK
7:1-10.

11.ROM 7:1-11, MT 12:9-15.

12.WIS 6:11-21, II COR 6:1-10, JN 16:1-5.

13.ROM 7:12-25, MT 12:15-21.

14 .ST. GREGORY THE ILLUMINATOR - WIS
4:7-15, MIC 7:7-10, ACTS 20:22-32, JN 10:11-16.

15.FATHER’S DAY - IS 1:21-31, ROM 7:25 - 8:11,
MT 12:38-45.

16 .WIS 3:1-8, IS 48:16-17, IT TIM 3:10-15, JN
15:11-16.

17 .DAN 2:1-49, HEB 11:32-40, MT 24:9-15.

18.ROM 9:1-16, MT 13:1-8.

19.STS. SAHAG AND MESROB - WIS 8:7-10, IS
61:6-9, I COR 12:4-11, LK 12:32-40.

20.ROM 9:17-27, MT 13:16-23.

21.ST. DERTAD THE GREAT OF ARMENIA - WIS
6:2-10, IS 45:1-3, I TIM 2:1-7, LK 11:14-23.

22 .DISCOVERY OF THE WOOD CHEST OF THE
HOLY VIRGIN MARY - IS 2:5-11, ROM 9:31 -
10:4, MT 13:24-30.

23.PR 1:1-9, IS 41:1-3, HEB 12:1-7, MK 13:9-13.

24 .ZECH 3:7 - 4:9, I COR 12:28 - 13:3, MT 23:34-39.

25.ROM 10:5-17, MT 13:31-42.

26.11 KG 13:14-21. I COR 2:6-10. LK 4:25-30.

27.ROM 11:1-12, MT 13:43-52.

28 . TWELVE APOSTLES OF THE LORD - WIS 9:9 -
10:2, EX 15:23-27, I THES 2:9-16, MT 9:36 - 10:7.

29 .EVE OF THE FAST OF TRANSFIGURATION -
IS 3:11, ROM 11:13-24, MT 14:13-21.

30.ROM 11:25-36, MT 14:22-36.

the services of these people who, with their varying
qualities and capacities served the church for scores
of years.

Musical entertainment was offered by Ms. Angela
Benian who sang ‘Anoush Karoun’ and ‘Hogherous
Bes’ with the accompaniment of her sister Ms.
Margaret Benian on the piano.

Uncle Hermon addressed the gathering after he received an
award for his dedicated services to his beloved community.
He cried and made everybody cry.

Following tradition, the Prelacy honored two
members of the Armenian/American community-at-
large: Dr. John Manuelian and Dr. Raffi Hovanessian.
The presentations were made, respectively, by Mr.
Nazareth Emlikian and Mr. Nerses Chitjian.

This year was full of many anniversaries for our
clergy headed by Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian.
Archpriest Gorun Shrikian, on behalf of the Detroit
Community, congratulated the Prelate on the occasion -
of the 25th anniversary of his ordinaticn into

The Prelate introduces the award recipient clergy.

(Cont. on page 5)
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ADDRESS OF
SARKIS TESHOIAN, ESQUIRE

No person was ever honored for what he received
Honor was the reward for what he gave
Great is your effort

Greatest is your reward

Follower of Christ

Descendant of Sourp Mesrob Mashdots and
Vartans and the Armenian Saints.

Armenian by birth

Clergyman by profession

Pastor, preacher, minister, teacher and scholar
by choice.

Prelate of the Armenian Apostolic Church of
America, Eastern Diocese by election.

We are gathered here to recognize the man and
his anniversary of 25 years with priesthood.

The man of the cloth by definition is to be a real
man, a live man, a true man, a simple man, great
in his love, in his life, in his work, in his simplici-
ty, and in his greatness.

In Archbishop Mesrob are we blessed with a per-
son who has all the virtues.

Humble of heart

Pure of life

Seeker of justice

Steadfast in his faith

Charitable by nature

Mild in his manner

Servant to his God and his people

He has
The dreams
The love
The aspirations
And the hopes of an idealistic visionary
Not for himself but for his mission
And his flock

He is a person who is honest, sincere, and
capable all of which is attested to by the presence
of this gathering as each individual brings his per-
sonal witness, commitment and dedications to
the man.

Who shall ascend the mountains of the world,
or who shall stand in His Holy place?

The answer is of course in the Bible, by example:
““You call me Master and Lord and you say well,
for so I am. I therefore, I the Lord and Master,
have washed your feet. You also ought to wash
the feet of one another. For I have given you an
example, that as I have done to you, so you
should also do ... If you know these things bless-
ed shall you be if you do them.”’

He is a servant and leads by example.

His life every day is his witness to his ministry
and he preaches as he walks through life for he
knows that it is no use walking anywhere to
preach unless he preaches as he walks.

No person was ever honored for what he received
Honor was the reward for what he gave
Great is your effort

Great is your reward

We are assembled here because you received and
were ordained clergyman.

We honor you not for what you received but for
what you have given and are giving.

Great has been and is your effort. The fulfill-
ment of your ministry shall be your reward.

On behalf of Central Executive Council and
through all the people I have had the privilege
of representing.

On behalf of each person assembled

On behalf of my bride Ardemis and finally on
my own behalf.

We congratulate you. Thank you for being who
you are. Thank God for having put you in our
midst and pray God for health and happiness to
you.

Boston, May 25, 1986




ADDRESS OF
DR. VARANT HAGOPIAN

Partzhraschnor Der Mesrob Surpazan
Arkyebiscobos Ashjian,
Partzhraschnor Der
Arkyebiscobos Sarkissian,
Medzahark Deear Sarkis Teshoian,
Hokeshnor yev Arjanabadeev Hokyvor Hayrer,
Verabadveleener,

Harkelee Badvoh seghanee hooyrer,
Arekeenazart kooyrer,

Seereli paregamner,

Yev, tangakeen, shad tangakeen Ha)astanyatz
Arakelagan Yegeghetzvo Miuronialner,

Datev  Surpazan

It is my distinct pleasure to bring to you the
greetings of the Executive Council of the Eastern
Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of
America.

We wish to congratulate and to express our
gratitude to the Parish priest, the Board of
Trustees, and the local organizing committee of
St. Stephen’s Church of Greater Boston for ar-
ranging this gala affair in celebration of the
auspicious occasion of the twenty-fifth anniver-
sary of the ordination of our beloved Prelate.
The expression of worthiness is meet and just,
arjan yev eerav.

We thank all of you for being present here
tonight. We art sure that your presence is an ex-
pression of your love and admiration for the per-
son of the individual who is being feted.

To a man, the Executive Council is of the con-
viction that His Eminence is a person of enviable
ability, is endowed with humility, possesses ex-
traordinary commitment, and is a devoted ser-
vant of God and Nation. Thus, he brings credit
to the cloth that adorns his shoulders.

And now coming to you, Surpazan, I bring to
you the very best wishes of each and every
member of the Council. Our wish for you is that
God bestow upon you a long, healthy and pro-
ductive life and we pray that He grant you the
realization of all of your dreams. Moorazneroot

eeraganatzooma.
Boston, May 25, 1986
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THE 1986 NRA

(Cont. from page 3)

priesthood and presented him with a gift. Then it was
the turn of Serpazan to recognize many years of ser-
vice by several clergy. He invited to the podium and
offered special plaques to the following clergy for their
years of devoted service to the Armenian Church.

RECIPIENTS:

Reverend Sahag Andekian 25 yrs.
Archpriest Mesrob Tashjian 25 yrs.
Archpriest Gorun Shrikian 25 yrs.
Eo:mzomﬁ Sempad Der Mksian 25 yrs.
Archpriest Moushegh Der Kaloustian 25 yrs.
Archpriest Torkom Hagopian (absent) 25 yrs.
Archpriest Arsen Hagopian 35 yrs.

WOMAN OF THE YEAR AWARD

One of the dearest moments of the NRA was when
Serpazan Hayr announced that the Woman of the Year
Award was bestowed upon a dedicated member of the
Armenian Community and parishioner of the St.
Sarkis Armenian Apostolic Church, Bayside, New
York, Mrs. Suzanne Hagopian.

Mrs. Hagopian was born and raised in Marseilles,
France in a traditional Armenian family. She has lived
her life in service of the Armenian church. Mrs. Hago-
pian and her late husband, Hovsep, were not only suc-
cessful in business, but also were always ready to be
of any assistance whatsoever to their people and
church. In addition to their many activities and par-
ticipation in groups and committees, they donated the
St. Nerses Library collection of very valuable Arme-
nian books to the Prelacy.

The ww&ﬁm S?o&:nmm >$.m M:NQER mnwo.uE: the S\cimz
of the Year, 1986.

After the passing of Hovsep four years ago, Mrs.
Hagopian continued to work diligently for the St.
Sarkis Church School and the Prelacy Ladies’ Guild.
During the last year she made substantial donations
towards the building of St. Sarkis Church of Bayside,
to the Prelacy, and to the new Hairenik building in
Boston.

Mrs. Hagopian remembers her husband in whatever
she does. She makes his memory a living shining light,
a symbol of faithfullness and unmatched dedication.

Mrs. Hagopian was deeply touched by this
thoughful gesture and thanked Serpazan Hayr and the
attendants with emotional words of appreciation.

* % ok

The closing remarks were made by the Prelate, who
after this long and strenuous day for everyone, made
some amusing remarks about the Detroit communi-
ty; the ‘“Highland Park Vanetsis,”” the ‘‘Delerey
Keghetsis,’’ and all the ‘‘Sepastatsis living around the
Mourad Club.”” He remembered those who had passed
away but had left to us a heritage of love and com-
mittment. Srpazan singled out a few members of the
community who had been of great help to the Prelacy:
The great Armenian collector, Mr. Carl Soghoian and
the proud Vanetsi, Mr. Robert Benian. Then, he asked
Mr. Vahrich Avedisian to rise and be recognized as
the representative for our Survivors. The audience ap-
plauded in recognition.

Following an overview of the results of the NRA
an appeal was made for the people to continue their
faithfulness to the Armenian Church and the Arme-
nian Nation.

With the closing prayer, followed with the singing
of ““Cilicia”’, the banquet was congluded.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Last Fall an appeal was made to all ““OUTREACH”
readers for donations which would enable us to con-
tinue publishing our monthly newsletter. Along with
this appeal, we had asked our readers to send their
comments, suggestions or feelings about
“OUTREACH.”’

We are now printing some excerpts from the
multitude of letters that we received as a result of our
request.

I am sorry that I couldn’t make this check for a
larger amount. I am 80 years old and on Social Securi-
ty. God Bless you all. Keep up the good work.

Mr. Levon Najarian,
Binghamton, N.Y.

Good Luck and many more years!

Ms. Anahid Kerpitchian,
Long Island City, N.Y.

“QOutreach’’ should keep us readers and members,
more in touch with the so called, ‘‘Church Unity”’
situation. Other than Onnig Marashian’s article many
months ago, there was no other information that I’m
aware of. I would like to know of ‘‘their’’ thoughts
and proposals. My personal opinion is that as long as
Archbishop Torkom Manougian is in his present posi-
tion, nothing really eventful comes of this situation.

Mr. Pete (Bedros) Stepanian

I am not disagreeing with the religious or educa-
tional articles in ““OUTREACH,’’ but do feel that in
order to generate interest by your average parishioner,
you shoud do more reporting about activities within
the local parishes and do profiles about individuals in
the communities, who give of their time to the Church.
Human interest articles would create enthusiasm and

interest.
If your current format is not changed, there is the
possibility that ‘You just won’t make it’.

Jamaica Plain, MA

Cidon Travel & Tourisme Inc.

In Cooperation with

AIR FRANCE /77

Presents

Armenia 1986

Los Angeles - Paris

- Yerevan Direct
17 oays from $1350
IT6AF140A0
Inclaoding: Air fare. Hotels,
Meals and Sightseeing
" in Yerevan

GUARANTEED DEPARTURES

From July 8 to July 24......... (15 nights/16 days) $1600
From July 22 to Aug 7......... (15 nights/16 days) 1600
From Aug. 5to Aug 21........ (15 nights/16 days) 1600
From Aug. 19 to Sep. 4........ (15 nights/16 days) 1500
From Sep. 2 to Sep. 19......... (16 nights/17 days) 1650
From Sep. 17 to Oct. 3......... (15 nights/16 days) 1600
From Oct. 1 to Oct. 17......... (15 nights/16 days) 1500
From Oct. 15 to Oct. 31........ (15 nights/16 days) 1350

RESERVATION APPLICATION

PRELACY OF THE ARMENIAN
APOSTOLIC CHURCH OF AMERICA
For information, cafl toll free (800) 826-7960

Name
Address
City State Zip

Departure date

I prefer: [ single; [ shared accomodations

Enclosed is my deposit check of $500 for the above
requested tour, payable to Armenian Apostolic
Church of America. I understand that full payment,
including single supplemeni if applicable, is due 45
days prior to the departure.

Signature
Date

“A NATIONAL TRAINING PROGRAM FOR DEACONS AND ACOLYTES”

The Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church under the order of Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, is pleased
to announce that from August 3 — 17, 1986, it will sponsor a National Training Program for Deacons and
Acolytes at St. Stephen Priory in Dover, Massachusetts. The purpose of this program is to address, encourage
and prepare those willing to serve their church and wanting to deepen their faith, knowledge and commitment
to Christ, their church and people.

The theme for this program is, ‘“The Church: A Mystery of Life and Service’’. There is a revival of young
people within our church communities and a new spiritualizing interest in servanthood. We welcome this
regeneration with gladness. Therefore, the Prelacy has initiated this special training program to refresh and
deepen the knowledge and faith of our church.

The program will consist of two units that will be presented within a time period of two weeks, covering
the Divine Liturgy, the sacraments, the church services, the hymns, the doctrine and history of the Armenian
Church, the Biblical foundation of the church, teachings of the Old and New Testaments, Psalms and Pro-
phets, plus much more.

We encourage all and any young adults interested, to participate in this learning experience of a lifetime.
If you would like to attend, please fill out the registration form below and mail it to us as soon as possible.
Hope to see you there!

REGISTRATION FORM N

Although the cost to fund this program is significant, there will be absolutely NO CHARGE to you. The two week pro-
gram will include all meals, lodging, participation in all training classes and activities. Since space is limited, participation
will be offered first to the earlier registrants as room availability allows. Threrefore, please send in your registration form
as soon as possible to confirm, and no later than July 10, 1986. Confirmation and information will be sent to you upon
registration.

O I would like to participate in only Unit #1 of the Training Program (August 3-10, 1986)
O I would like to participate in only Unit #2 of the Training Program (August 9-17, 1986)
O I would like to participate in the entire two week program (August 3-17, 1986)

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY. STATE ZIP.

CHURCH YOU BELONG TO

TELEPHONE ( )

For More Information:
Call (212) 689-7810 (9:00 am - 5:00 pm)

Please mail to:

The Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church
¢/0 Training Program for Deacons and Acolytes
138 E. 39th Street, New York, N.Y. 10016.
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PROFILE OF THE NRA DELEGATES

# %

1. Born in: U.S.A. 35 43
Canada 0 0

Overseas 46 57

2. First Language Spoken: Armenian 48 58

English 34 42
3. Age Level: 20-29 2 4
30-39 7 8
40-49 13 16
50-59 25 31
60 + 33 41
4. Male 77 93
Female 5 7
5. Clergy: 13 16
Layperson: 69 84
6. Education:

High School 24 31
College 17 22
Graduate/Professional School 32 41
Other 4 6

7. Occupation:
Business Occupations 14 17
Professional (i.e. engineer, M.D. 39 47
Trades (Electrician, etc.) 3 3
Other 27 33

ANALYSIS OF
NRA DELEGATE PROFILE DATA

1. Location of birth: 46 delegates were born overseas.
35 were born in the U.S. 57% of the delegates were
from overseas and 43% native born. It is interesting
to note that if the 16 delegates from Canada, all
of whom were born overseas, were removed from
the total, the percentage breakdown would shift
significantly. 54% of the delegates would be native
born.

2. First language spoken: 48 delegates or 58% of the
total spoke Armenian as the first language. 34
delegates or 42% spoke English as the first
language. This is compatible with the breakdown
in item 1.

3. Age levels: 22 delegates were in age level 20 through
49 or 28% of the total. 58 delegates were in the age
levels from 50 to 60 and over for 72% of the total.
The largest category of delegates were in the age
level 60 and over for a total of 33. One may assume

that communities elect older candidates to the posi-
tion of NRA delegates where there is a larger
number of candidates to choose from on the basis
of their length of experience as church trustees and
community leaders. It was observed that the
younger NRA delegates came from smaller com-
munities in the Prelacy such as Racine, Waukegan,
and Niagara Falls.

4. Male/Female: 77 or 93% of the delegates were
male. This total also includes clergy delegates. 5 or
7% were females. This is understandable in view
of the reluctance of most church communities to
elect women as delegates to the NRA. This is not
a subjective judgment but an objective fact.

5. Clergy/Layperson: 69 delegates or 84% were lay
people and 13 clergy or 16% were clergy.

6 . Education: 24 delegates or 31% were high school
graduates. 17 delegates or 22% were college
graduates. 32 delegates or 41% of the total attend-
ed graduate or professional schools. 4 delegates or
6% listed ‘‘other”” would have included trade
school, apprenticeship, or seminary. It is believed
that some of the clergy identified ‘‘other’’ had some
high school and college. In any event, it would ap-
pear that this NRA delegate group was a highly
educated one. A total of 63% of the delegates at-
tended college or higher.

7. Occupations: 14 delegates or 17% were in business
occupations. 39 delegates or 47% were in profes-
sional occupations. 3 delegates or 3% were in trade
occupations and 27 delegates or 33% were in the
“‘other’’ category which included clergy, retired,
and other occupations not clearly identified.

Discussion: This data by itself is incomplete since there
is no basis for comparison with past NRA Assemblies.
However, the data still evoked considerable interest
in terms of NRA delegate characteristics. It would be
important to continue this analysis in the future.

Changes should be made as follows:

a. Education category should identify seminary as an
institution for education.

b. Occupation category should clearly identify Clergy
as occupation.

c¢. Other categories should identify examples so that
appropriate answers/responses can be given.

Although the NRA delegate count is heavily skew-
ed toward males, it is doubtful whether anything
can be done to change it except making this data
available to the church communities. It has been
suggested that in church elections, women tend not
to vote for women where there are large numbers
of male candidates.
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THE CHICAGO COMMUNITY
FUNDRAISING
FOR NEW CHURCH
REACHES ALMOST $1,000,000

Saturday, May 17, will remain an unforgettable date
for many years to come for all those who attended the
banquet hosted by the Board of Trustees and Fund-
raising Committee of the All Saints Armenian
Apostolic Church. Over 350 people were the guests of
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Markarian who spared no expense
in preparing a stately dinner at the Hyatt Regency
Hotel. In conjunction with the dinner the Hamazkain
Ani Dance Group, which was flown in specially for
this event, offered a bouquet of Armenian folkloric
dances.

Among the guests were: State Dept. Council Edward
Derwinski, Chairman of the Statue of Liberty-Ellis
Island Foundation Committee Mr. Armen Avedisian
and the Prelate of the Armenian Apostolic Church of

From left to right: Mrs. Pearl Markarian, Mr. Mark
Markarian, Mr. Armen Avedisian, and Archbishop Mesrob
Ashjian

The Master of Ceremonies was Mr. Nerses Chitjian,
Chairman of the Executive Council of the Armenian
Prelacy.

Mr. Mark Markarian delivered a very emotional
speech after which, in an air of great enthusiasm, the
fund raising began building on the previous figure of
$304,000. By the end of the evening the amount raised
reached $869,000 and on Sunday it leaped to $912,000.
The Markarians have pledged in excess of $300,000
and as Mr. Markarian said with vehemance: ‘‘the end
is not in sight.”’

“ARMENIAN MINIATURES
FROM ISFAHAN”’

Dear Booklovers,

We are happy to announce the publication of
the book ‘‘Armenian Miniatures from Isfahan’’
which is a masterpiece in its field.

The book was prepared by Sirarpie Der
Nersessian and Arpag Mekhitarian with a
preface and introduction by His Holiness
Catholicos Karekin II.

We had announced a special price valid until
June 30th, 1986, however, due to currency fluc-
tuations, we are adjusting the suggested price and
are offering this book at a pre-publication price
of $44.00. After June 30, 1986, the price will be
$60.00.

Prelacy Bookstore

To order, please use form below

Enclosed is my check in the amount of $___
payable to the Armenian Prelacy Bookstore.

_______ Copies at $44.00, plus $2 postage and
handling for each copy.

Name

Address

(Zip)

Telephone ( )
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