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THE ARMENIAN DAY SCHOOL MOVEMENT IN THE UNITED STATES

Mrs. Rustigian is a prominent member of the Arme-
nian «community and an interior designer by profes-
sion. She is a member of the Armenian Relief Socie-
ty, the Armenian National Education Council (ANEC)
and the Armenian Students’ Association.

Armenian education has a history of sixteen cen-
turies in its Christian period, while archaeological
studies give evidence of a vibrant civilization in
Armenia at least one thousand years before Christ.
There is evidence to show that though the land had
its patterns of rise and fall as regards its economic and
political life, the pattern of its educational activity has
always remained fairly constant.

With the conversion of King Tiridates, and his
decree accepting Christianity for his whole nation there
was a flurry of educational activity to prepare
preachers of the new religion. Armenians at that time
could not set down in writing the living word of the
sacred books since they lacked an alphabet. The in-
vention of the Mesrobian Armenian alphabet launched
the Golden Age in Armenian literature and a period
of unusual nationalistic activity in education. A body
of scholars had been selected from among the class
of “‘translators,”” those who had been orally translating
the Bible into Armenian. History places their number
at one hundred, who had been trained by Sahag and
Mesrob in the new Armenian characters, and then they
were set to work translating first, the Bible. The very
first lines ever to be written in the Armenian language
by Mesrob himself were from Proverbs, first chapter,
second verse, ‘“To know wisdom and instruction, to
perceive the words of understanding.”’

Hellenic tradition gradually gave way to Armenian
ethnocentrism in religious, political and denomina-
tional matters. There was a definite drive to maintain
a distinct national identity, to resist the forces of
assimilation. The desire to study in Armenian became
the prime concern of the youth.

The invention of the Armenian alphabet is con-
sidered a deliberate effort on the part of the nation’s
leaders to free the population mentally and spiritual-
ly from foreign influence. The adoption of Christianity
was one step in setting the Armenians apart from their
neighbors, of countering assimilation. The invention
of the Armenian alphabet a century later and setting
the foundation for a national literature was the second
step in establishing a unique identity.

With the goal of developing ethnic awareness in
Armenian youth, the present day schools in America
have taken up the challenge which has come down out
of the past. History has given us the formula: when
danger threatens, when life becomes unstable, tur-
bulent and assimilative, Armenians cope by immers-
ing themselves in the pursuit of knowledge.

Initiated in 1964, at a period when many private and
parochial schools were closing, the Armenian day
school movement was launched with the opening of
the Ferrahian School in Encino, and in 1965 the
Mesrobian School in Pico Rivera, both in California.
In the two decades to follow, the number of day
schools in the United States has risen to twenty-two.
Canada boasts the establishment of five day schools
in the ten4year span between 1973 and 1983.

All of the schools share the philosophy that ‘‘the
schools’ function must be not only to pepetuate our
Armenian culture, but ... to relate our culture to
America’s milieu and thence to the varied world
cultures.”

A prediction has been made that the Armenian
population in America will reach one million by the
year 2000, and will continue to grow. It is anticipated
that there will be a shift of the life center of the Arme-
nian dispersion to North America, with all that im-
plies. With the unrest and instability of Armenian life
in the rest of the world, Armenian hopes are centered
on the Armenian American community. The pulse and
needs of the Armenian American community are deter-
mined by the people who make up that community.
The Armenian day schools are in touch with the pulse
and needs of the immediate communities which they
serve.

In 1876, there were only seventy Armenians in the
United States, of whom according to M. Vartan
Malcom ‘‘one had gone as far as the Pacific Coast.”’
A century later, there are over half a million Arme-
nians in this country, twenty percent of whom, or
100,000 are in Los Angeles County alone!

After the massive genocide of Armenians set off in
1915, those who escaped scattered to neighboring
countries. From there, they continued on, and since
1920 the steady growth of the Armenian community
in America has continued. In the United States, to-
day, there is an Armenian population estimated to be
close to 600,000, scattered in the environs of several
areas of greatest Armenian concentrations: Los

Angeles, New York/New Jersey, Watertown/Boston,
Detroit, Providence, Worcester, Philadelphia, Chicago
and Fresno. The twenty-two Armenian day schools are
located in six of these areas. Chicago, Worcester and
Providence, all “‘old’’ communities, do not have any
day schools. Thirteen of the schools are located in
California, mostly around Los Angeles which, though
not a ‘‘new”’ community, is at least a ‘‘renovated’’ one
where the Armenian population has almost doubled
within the past few years.

It is interesting to note that there has been a reverse
sequence in the dates of school openings in relation
to the ‘““oldness’ or ‘‘newness’’ of the Armenian
population increase in communities. That is, the com-
munities which have the greatest number of recently
arrived immigrants were quicker to open day schools
for their youngsters than the older, settled areas. It
is also interesting to note that Armenian education on
the west coast took the form of day schools earlier,
while the east coast for the most part seeks to capitalize
on Armenian/English bilingual education within the
public school system.

The question of preservation of their ethnic identi-
ty has reached panic proportions for Armenians. Much
is being written in the press about the need to stem
the tide toward assimilation; the need for Armenian
schools to teach Armenian; and the need for proper
preparation of teachers and textbooks. However, the
decisiveness to open a full day school was lacking un-
til the 1960s.

In the early 1960s, out of the Middle East, came
Gabriel Injejikian, a product of Beirut’s Haigazian
College, to save the Armenians in America from ex-
tinction by opening a fullfledged Armenian day school
in the United States. Armed with funds collected in
Lebanon, and augmented by contributions from en-
thusiastic and skeptical well wishers in the various
Armenian communities, he visited in whistle stops
from the east coast to the west, he succeeded in open-
ing in 1964 the first Armenian day school in the United
States at Encino, California, a suburb of Los Angeles.

An Armenian philanthropist named Ferrahian had
left a substantial bequest for the first Armenian day
school to be opened in the United States. This incen-
tive had motivated many communities to attempt to
qualify. Injejikian’s school opened in California in
1964 as Holy Martyrs Ferrahian Armenian School,
with the joint sponsorship of the Holy Martyrs Arme-
nian Apostolic Church. Holy Martyrs was immediately
followed by the opening in 1965 of the Armenian
Mesrobian School in Pico Rivera. These were the
vanguards in a steady surge of school openings which
is still continuing.

The practice of settling in areas where friends and
relatives have preceded them is common to most im-
migrants. Armenians coming to the United States from
Lebanon, Syria, Romania, Bulgaria, Iran, Iraq and
Soviet Armenia, have tended to seek each other out.
The resulting homogeneous communities, with their
practices, norms and expectations, have had a great
influence on the educational institutions created for
them. Most of the recent immigration of Armenians
has been to California, especially to Los Angeles area.
Naturally, the schools’ organizational structures and
policies have been patterned after the school systems
to which the newcomers had been oriented in their
previous settlements.

This is at the base of the fact that there is no one
answer to the problem of curriculum design in Arme-
nian day schools in the United States. The reason for
this is that there is no distinct profile of the Armenian
day school student. It would be a Procrustean task to
attempt to fit all the students to a preconceived cur-
ricular mould. Instead, the schools have found it
logical to fit the curriculum to the needs of the ma-
jority of the students, and then to assist the atypical
individual to attain his or her classmates’ level.

Almost every school has a special committee, group
or council, composed of authorities in the field of

by Stella S. Rustigian

Armenian comprehension and fluency are not up to
that of the majority of their classmates. The same
special effort is made for those whose English is not
up to grade level. ESL (English as a Second Language)
methods are used in this case. The ‘““mainstream’’ in
the case of the Armenian day schools, is the particular
character of the majority of the students in the class
to which the individual student is assigned.

There are several factors upon which the organiza-
tional structures and policies of all Armenian day
schools depend; the students’ degree of knowledge of
the Armenian language and their needs; the tenets and
aims of the founders of the individual schools; the
composition of the local Armenian communities and
their views.

In those communities made up mostly of older
established second, third or even fourth generation
Armenian Americans, policies and structures are
fashioned after the best in the American school system
with which they are familiar.

Another factor to be considered, the several
categories of Armenian school students and their vary-
ing degrees of familiarity with the Armenian language,
presents us with four general groupings:

a. The student immigrant who has attended Armenian
school in the ‘‘old country,’” where the language
of instruction was Armenian. These students would
experience difficulty if they were immediately thrust
into public schools.

b. Children of World War II period and later im-
migrants who have grown up with the Armenian
language spoken in the home, but not reinforced
outside the home, and who are fast losing their
Armenian fluency.

¢. Children of native born Armenian Americans, with
little or no knowledge of the Armenian language.
English is spoken in the home.

d. Children of non-Armenians, with no knowledge of
any Armenian. Many of these are children of
educators who are interested in an educational ex-
perience in an alternative school.

The maintenance of Armenian day schools is not
an easy task. The wonder is that so many are suc-
ceeding. A few setbacks have occurred, unfortunate-
ly. Providence, which is one of the oldest of the Arme-
nian settlements in the United States, had plunged in-
to the arena and had opened the Mourad National
School in 1967. It was a modern building of fourteen

(Cont. on page 4)
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education (Armenian and

non-Armenian) whose sole THE CANADIAN ARMENIAN SCHOOLS
function is the translation

of the school’s philosophy YEAR SCHOOL NUMBER OF
and policy into curricula. FOUNDED NAME STUDENTS
The ultimate aim of all the

schools is to create the ideal 1970 Ecole Alex Manoogian - Montreal 623
bilingual/bicultural Arme- 1973 Soorp Hagop, Montreal 490
mian citizen. There is the 1973 ARS Kindergarten, Montreal 160
constant effort to bring the

students’ Armenian and 1978 Soorp Khatch, H.onoao 140
English language facility in- 1979 ARS Babayan Kindergarten and

to perfect balance. Special Kololian Day School, Toronto 310
language classes are con- 1985 AGBU Kind. & Day School, Toronto 52
ducted for all those stu- 1985 Armenian Sisters Academy, Montreal 165
dents whose grade levels of TOTAL 1940




ARMENIAN DAY SCHOOL STUDENT POPULATION GROWTH*

DATE 18|88 B|R|IR|IQ|IQ|IB2Q|8|E|RIR B3| || |83 |8
t |l |t d|h|F || ||| oA || || 0
Foun- SCHOOL 25888 8|I5|5|E|8|5|B(8|B|&|8|8|B|8|&8|2|&5|%
1964 | Ferrahian (Encino, CA) 43| 63| 80(100| 100|100 | 100|100 | 112 [ 130 | 144 | 161 | 206 | 189 | 340 | 600 | 570 | 665 | 700 | 636 | 645
1965 | Mesrobian (Pico Rivera, CA) 80| 150 | 200 | 260 | 300 | 320 | 340 | 357 | 374 | 339 | 334 | 361 | 387 | 445 | 486 | 480 | 461 303 | 430
1967 | Armenian Sisters Academy
(Radnor, PA) 24| 40| 87108 | 115|128 133|158 170|170 (178|179 | 171|169 | 167 | 146 | 143 | 140 | 151 | 146
1969 | AGBU Manoogian
(Southfield, MI) 22| 58| 88| 125|148 | 207 | 237 | 248 | 200 | 203 200 | 219 | 225
1969 | Alex Pilibos (Hollywood, CA) 18| 60| 150|200 | 265 | 310 | 375 | 450 | 520 | 610 | 650 | 710 | 760 | 800 | 800 | 810
1970 | AGBU Elementary
(Watertown, MA) 14| 38| 39| S8 72| 88| 96| 79| 85(100|100(100(100| 89| 115|120
1973 | ARS Day (Dearborn, MI) : 19| 54| 60| 103|153 | 130 130 62 | 57 | 40
1976 | St. Peter AGBU
(Van Nuys, CA) 31| 50| 65118 225 | 250 | 220| 250 | 163
1976 | Hovnanian Armenian School
of N.J. (New Milford, NJ) 26| 50| 75 107 137 | 150 | 163
1976 | Holy Martyrs Day (Bayside,
NY). Founded 1967 as
Hye Bardez Nursery School 70| 78| 96 |100 | 104 (112|112 (120|128 | 115|112
1976 | V & A Chamlian School
(Glendale, CA) 22| 45120 (360 | 300 | 380 | 320 | 441 | 600
1977 | St. Illuminator’s
(Woodside, NY) 14| 28 55 37
1977 | Fresno Community
(Fresno, CA) 23| 31| 43| 65| 49 83| 90
1978 | Holy Martyrs Elementary
(Encino, CA). After 1979
included in Ferrahian) 140
1979 | Mekhitarian
(Glendale/La Crescenta, CA) 100 80 | 145
1980 | Sahag-Mesrob
(Pasadena, CA) 198 | 160
1980 | Krouzian-Zekarian
(San Francisco, CA) 58 85| 97135
1981 | Tekeyan-Dickranian
(Los Angeles, CA) 60 180 | 200
1982 | Armenian Sisters Academy
(Lexington, MA) 84| 92
1982 | Merdinian School
(North Hollywood, Ca) 98 | 135
1984 | St. Gregory School
(Pasadena, CA) 56
1984 | St. Stephen Nursery School
(Watertown, MA),
Kindergarten 1985, Elem. 1986 8
1985 | Armenian Sisters Academy of
Los Angeles (Glendale, CA) 80| 80
*List does not include Canadian Armenian Day Schools.
d THE ARMENIAN
DAY SCHOOL MOVEMENT
e 89
3(4(5/6|7|8|9[10|11(13]13|14(15|16(17|18[1920[21|22/23[24/25 Unspecified Q (Con piromsrazep)
k- : “ i rooms and furnished with all the necessary equipment.
1 ARMENIAN DAY SCHOOLS It opened as a pre-kindergarten facility, adding a
t i 1 ! kindergarten in its second year. Plans called for addi-
| ELEMENTARY ! HIGH ! COLLEGE : GRADUATE tion of a first grade in 1969-70, however it had to close
i | | i ““due primarily to the financial needs of the school,
: L busing the children in from all areas of Providence and
PUBLIC SCHOOLS ARMENIAN STUDIES (ELECTIVES) its surrounding communities. ... The idea of firmly
OFFERING ARMENIAN IN COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES establishing an Armenian day school in the Providence
ARMENIAN BILINGUAL PROGRAM NIVERSITIES GRANTING DEGREE area was reluctantly given up.”
IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS v IN ARMENIAN STUDIES 2 The same fate also befell the Armenian Relief Socie-
ty Day School in Dearborn, Michigan. Founded in
1973, it had a meteoric rise from nineteen students to
ONE DAY A WEEK ARMENIAN STUDIES one hundred fifty-three in 1977-78. then a gradual
COMPLEMENTARY TO PUBLIC SCHOOL EDUCATION decline set in with a demographic shift in Detroit’s
Armenian population to more and more distant
suburbs. Busing costs became prohibitive, and the
school’s doors were closed reluctantly after gradua-
SUNDAY SCHOOLS tion in June 1986. Many of its former students have
enrolled in another Detroit Armenian day school, the
ARMENIAN LANGUAGE, CHURCH HISTORY AND RELIGION AGBU Manoogian School of Southfield, Michigan.
The Armenian Day School Student Population
Growth Chart accompanying this article is a visual
depiction of only one form of educational activity
DAY NURSERIES SUMMER SCHOOL ARMENIAN RELIEF developed by the Amerikahai Spiurk (American Arme-
GRADES 4 - 12 SOCIETY nian Diaspora). There are also Saturday, Sunday or
AND week day classes for language and religious education,
1 i Armenian studies at the college and university level
DAY u g y s
CAMPS _ mowm_“&mw %»Ms. _ud 5 | mczzwm mh%ﬁ_u._*m% _u.mwmm>§ @ Chairs in Armenian studies at Harvard, UCLA, Col-
| S _. 1 (fesicradiliigesited) O umbia and University of Pennsylvania, Armenian in-
<  stitutes, Summer Studies Programs, summer camps,
NIPK[K | I [II|II|IV|V [VIVIIVII IX [ X | XT XII|FR [SO|JR SR |GR m‘m and other institutions. These are illustrated in Figure

ARMENIAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

titled ‘‘Armenian American Community Educational
Programs’’ which is self-explanatory.
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The title page of the first Bible printed in the Armenian
language, by Vosgan of Erivan, in 1666 in Amsterdam,
Holiand.
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The Armenian Day School system of the United
States is more than twenty years old now. It is perhaps
time to stop, step back and take a look at it: we might
ask what its costs and its accomplishments have been,
how it has fulfilled the expectations it aroused at the
outset, and how it dealt with problems that were com-
pletely unforseen at the time but have developed since.

These Day Schools were not planned. Rather, they
developed in emulation of the first school, the Fer-
rahian, founded thanks to Gabriel Injejikian’s inces-
sant efforts in Encino, California. The schools also
developed, of course, because ever-increasing numbers
of Armenians kept emigrating to the USA, adding
perhaps 125,000 Armenian-speaking newcomers to our
community between 1965 and 1985. While we may well
consider it fortunate that the day schools developed
in conjunction with the increase in the population that
needed them, we can still ask questions about the
whole process, concerning both its past and its future.

Sadly, it is unlikely and perhaps impossible to take
areally good look of the needed sort at the Armenian-
American Day School System, which of course is not
a ‘‘system’’ in any serious sense, and is not even a net-
work of loosely affiliated schools: rather, it is a scat-
tering of buildings, people and funds with remarkable
little in common. That may be understandable, since
all the well-known divisiveness of our community is
reflected in the schools: between the Sees of Echmiad-
zin and Cilicia-Antelias, between the ARF and the
AGBU, between old and new generations of im-
migrants, between those speaking western and eastern
dialects, between Catholics, Protestants and
Apostolics. You name the division: our schools reflect
it. In addition, as is perhaps inevitable, they reflect
the ambitions of the organizations of wealthy in-
dividuals who funded and founded them, in some cases
putting their stamp on the school, in others not.

Divisions, lack of centralization, lack of consulta-
tion, lack of cooperation — these are sad things, and
they are wasteful. In this case, as in every other, there
is little that can be done quickly. But some things are
possible. Let me offer them. .

Let us start with the assumption that no one deeply
involved in Armenian community life is truly neutral,
truly capable of complete objectivity vis a vis our
schools. Let us also assume that we would like a look
at all these schools, of whatever politico-religious
stripe. That is, let us decide that what we now need
are some consultants, knowledgable about American
education in general and bilingual education in par-
ticular, but — on this I insist — caring about all the
other aspects of education besides language as well.
Why not create a commission of three such experts and
have them visit every Armenian Day School in the
USA and Canada? This would cost a lot of mcney,
admittedly. But would it be useful?

SHALL WE EXAMINE ARMENIAN DAY SCHOOLS

by Khachig Tololyan

I submit that such a look is essential. It must be a
panoramic and searching look that takes in every
school, every curriculum, every practice of funding,
teacher recruiting, student recruiting and transporta-
tion and the like. Such consultant-surveys are not
unheard of in American education. Major foundations
like the Carnegie, the Mellon and the Kennan funds
have at various points financed such surveys of the
motley array of 3,400 universities, colleges and junior
colleges which constitute the American ‘‘system’ of
higher education. Carried out every decade or so, such
studies have served a multiplicity of purposes: most
importantly, they have looked at curricular deficien-
cies, have pointed at schools that do a good job in this
or that area of the pedagogic enterprise, and have in-
vited others to emulation of the best and the brightest.

Of course, before such a consultation could have
a hope of success, it would be necessary to have two
things. One, an agreement from our schools to open
their doors and their books and records to the com-
mission of consultants: and this in itself is highly
unlikely, in part because there are occasional rumors
of less than truthful reporting to the Armenian public
(concerning real number of enrolled students, real costs
etc.), and in part because the proprietary sense of
Armenian principals and school boards often knows
no limits. This is linked to a second problem. Few
Armenians feel that other Armenians can teach them
anything. They might, they just might listen to odar
consultants. but what if these consultants then told the
trustees or the wealthy founder of one school that the
institution belonging to the other side, funded by the
other rich fellow, did something better, and it would
be good to do it their way? Can you see, forthcoming
from one self-important Armenian, anything as adult
as an admission of needing to learn from another
Armenian?

Such is the quandary facing the Armenian-American
educational community in the US. Before it asks for
more money and more sacrifices, it would do best to
take stock of the entire enterprise, searchingly examin-
ing the approaches to everything from the selection of
textbooks to the teachers trained — more often, un-
trained. We can’t hope for much of a future without
learning from each other, from our mistakes (which
are many and costly) from our successes (which exist,
are satisfying in the extreme, and can be emulated).
But first we must know what they are. In order to
know, we need a benefactor who has shown some
open-mindedness about such approaches in the past
and will do so again. Mr. Edward Mardigian of Detroit
is the only one known to me who showed even a slight
inclination towards the support of such projects in the
past. Who, then, in the present, will help us shape our
future better by helping us look at the failures and suc-
cesses of our past?

BOOK REVIEW

ARMENIA AND-THE ART OF ENGRAVING

by RICHARD A. CHAHINE, BEIRUT, LEBANBON

Studies of things Armenian, being a component of
Orientalist Structures in general, have been increasing
in volume, scope, and depth of analysis in recent years
and decades. Many aspects of civilization and culture
have been examined by competent scholars, yet there
always seem to be something unsaid to say, something
undone to do.

Richard Chahine’s new volume Armenia and the Art
of Engraving is such an attempt; the ground it covers
is familiar, but its perspective is a new one, for it sets
out to view and present highlights and climactic events
of Armenian culture and outstanding personalities that
shaped it. It relies on the artists, who gathered their
material from various sources and then took the time
to express or represent it by means of, or through,
engravings of some kind. The result is a colorful
volume of some 160 pages, full of records of Arme-
nian culture, engraved on rocks and walls, wood or
metal, cloth or paper.

In his ““Brief Sketch” (pp. 12-15), the author
reports: ‘‘For the presentation of texts and illustrations
we opted for the chronological order, beginning with
Noah and Mount Ararat .. and going up to the ad-
vent of photography.”” One would do well to
remember this when looking at any page of the work;
for while the author is free to determine his approach,
as he has done, the latter has contributed to a
somewhat unpleasant obscurity which befalls the
reader, especially one who is not sufficiently ac-
quainted with Armenian culture at large. A ‘‘nar-
rative’’ account has no chance but to present a large
body of heterogeneous material, and an array of
anachronisms; there are symbolic representations,
romantically inspired portrayals, reproductions, and

“‘imaginative reconstructions’’ of events or per-
sonalities. Many of these actual works have been pro-
duced in different centuries, by different individuals,
in different milieus. Thus, while heroes and bishops,
kings and queens, costumes and coins, churches and
monuments appear and reappear before the reader
(with many depictions being alien to Armenian
culture), he is forced to switch from, for example, an
illuminated Gospel to (fantastically unrealistic) depic-
tions of fifth-century clerics, or from Artaxiad coins
to Dutch paintings of rural Armenia. Especially when
such ambiguity is coupled with an inadequate ex-
planatory note as is sometimes the case, the
chronological option seems to be forcefully challenged.
One must acknowledge, that one’s choices are limited
by the very nature of the evidence, but two alter-
natives, generally speaking, suggest themselves: a
thematic approach of some kind, with different classes
of engraved articles being grouped separately; or a
chronological approach based on the creation of the
work rather than the represented image.

For the reader with a reasonable command of things
Armenian in general, and background in Armenian
culture, this is a welcome source of supplementary
materials from varied and sometimes rather
unavailable sources. Between its covers are assembl-
ed the most widely representative figures and events
of Armenian history to be seen anywhere. Its introduc-
tion, in French, English, Armenian and Arabic, and
the explanatory notes throughout in French, English
and Armenian, make it accessible to a vast public.

Published in cooperation with the Armenian
Catholicosate, Antelias, and the Armenian Catholic
Patriarchate, Beirut, Armenia and the Art of Engrav-

A YOUTHFUL CHURCH

On Sunday, September 21st, the Troy/Albany, New
York community observed a very special day. The
tenth anniversary of the consecration of the new
church took place and was a joyous event for all the
members, both old and new, to come together.

- el = 3 ~ -

A view of the ordination ceremony

Divine Liturgy was celebrated by the Prelate, Arch-
bishop Mesrob Ashjian and following church services
a fine banquet was enjoyed at Mario’s Restaurant at-
tended by 150 persons.

In the morning Srpazan ordained Shahe Kochou-
mian and Sarkis Minassian as Deacons and in addi-
tion, he made acolytes of the following young boys:

Stepan Karagusian
Antranig Karagusian
Krikor Sukuljian
Khatig Baghramian
Krikor Mahserajian
Raffi Mahserajian

The Prelate included in his comments his feelings
that the ordination of the Deacons and the new
acolytes were the greatest gifts for himself and for the
church community.

L’ARMENIE

et 'Art de 'estampe

ARMENIA

& the Art of engraving

ing is a welcome addition to any serious library. Its
author is to be commended for such an undertaking
in these troubled times in Lebanon, and his efforts
have indeed yielded a result that will be undoubtedly
enjoyed, cherished and appreciated. Mr. Chahine is,
of course, no Armenist; his work is the first of its kind;
we must remember these. But, even if we do not, his
zeal, as expressed in the introduction has most
definitely been reached ‘‘In contributing to the pro-
motion of art which can help make Armenia and its
people better known and loved.”’

Congratulating Mr. Chahine for his magnificent ef-
forts, we wait the sequels to this volume, as promised,
containing the ‘‘more than 500 illustrations ready to
be edited and which can easily form the subject of
subsequent volumes.”’

A limited number of copies of Armenia and the Art
of Engraving, printed by special request for the Prelacy
of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America, may
be obtained from the Prelacy Bookstore. To place your
order, please forward your check payable to the Arme-
nian Apostolic Church of America, in the amount of
$45.00 (including postage and handling) to its tem
porary location:

Prelacy Bookstore
1296 Anderson Avenue
Fort Lee, NJ 07024
(201) 886-0425
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Think it
over...

...and the
decision
becomes clear!

OUTREACH continues to be sent
to_more than 10,000 families each
month FREE OF CHARGE.

For many families, who are far
from Armenian centers, it is the
only means of information about
the Armenian Church.

, YOU CAN HELP OUTREACH CON-
TINUE ITS IMPORTANT MISSION.
SEND YOUR TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION e
TODAY TO: =5
THE ARMENIAN PRELACY,
138 EAST 39TH ' STREET,
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016
Check should be payable to:
Armenian Apostlic Church of America.
USu.ut ]
Gh U.MEES NPNSNRTD UWC 3USBLU VU3
G YpGwu oqlikp np «Umpphy» swpmbuyk
hp uwwup:
Usyuop hul mnwpyt wmppk qbipd Gniktpy

PONTIFICAL
JOURNEY

Karekin II in the United States of America
and Canada

by Iris Papazian

Published by the Prelacy of the
Armenian Apostolic Church of America

OCTOBER — ARMENIAN CULTURAL MONTH — BOOKFAIR

Friday, October 10; 6 pm -10 pm; Saturday October 11, 10 am -10 pm; Sunday, October 12, 12 noon -5 pm
STS. VARTANANTZ ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH, 461 BERGEN BLVD. RIDGEFIELD, NEW JERSEY
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language study, literatur
all designed to introduce
heritage of Armenia.

Arrange to visit the Armenianschool in your area to find
out what it can offer your child.

ARMENIAN SCHOOL POSTER CONTEST

This poster will be appearing soon in your neighborhood marking the beginning of ARMENIAN SCHOOL WEEK and letting everyone
know there is an Armenian school in your area.

There are two parts to this contest. First, find the one Armenian letter missing from the Armenian alphabet soup pictured in
the poster. Print the missing Armenian letter in the circle provided.

Then color the poster using any form of color, being careful not to saturate or tear the paper. Mail the completed work to:
POSTER CONTEST
Armenian National Education Committee

138 East 39th Street
New York, N.Y. 10016

Include your name, address, home telephone number and age on a separate piece of paper. All entries must be received no
later than Monday, December 1, 1986. Winners selected by the judges will be announced in a subsequent issue of OUTREACH.

GOOD LUCK!



