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TRADITIONAL GROUNDBREAKING CEREMONIES FOR
THE NEW ST. SARKIS CHURCH IN DOUGLASTON, NEW YORK

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian commencing the excavation by turning the first shovelful of the earth. From left to right:
Mr. Michael Haratunian, Mr. Bedros Jivelekian, Archpriest Asoghik Kelejian, Mr. Chaderjian, Serpazan Hayr, the
eldest Godfather, Mr. John Alexanian and Deacon Frank Kabarajian.

October 26, 1986, will remain an unforgettable date
for all those who, in the pouring rain, attended the
traditional Armenian groundbreaking ceremonies of
the new St. Sarkis Church in Douglaston, New York.

The community has come a long way since that
tragic night of May 19, 1985, when a fire burned the
100 year-old'church building of St. Sarkis to the
ground, but, as the Phoenix rose majestically from its
deathbed, so did St. Sarkis. This was made possible
when the community united and committed itself to
work and pray together under the leadership of
dedicated persons. Soon, a plot of land was pur-
chased for the new site of St. Sarkis and plans were
made to build it in a traditional Armenian architec-
tural -style.

The Fund Raising Committee under the chairman-
ship of Mr. Jack Chadrjian and the Building Com-
mittee headed by Mr. Michael Haratunian worked
diligently with the pastor of St. Sarkis, Archpriest Rev.
Asoghik Kelejian and with the members of the Board
of St. Sarkis. After much endeavor, they were able to
sell the old property, purchase a new plot of land
and commision the architect, Hovnan Givelegian to
prepare drawings of the new church and make
everything ready for the groundbreaking ceremonies.

Everything was indeed ready for October 26, and
even the weather, the pouring rain, did not dampen
the spirits of the faithful who came to attend the
ceremonies. His Eminence Archbishop Mesrob Ash-
jian, assisted by Archpriest Rev. Asoghik Kelejian,
pastor of St. Sarkis, and Archpriest Rev. Vahrich
Shirinian, pastor of Sts. Vartanantz of New Jersey
blessed the four cornerstones and the twelve columns
and anointed with the Holy Chrism the specially carved
stones which were held by the 16 Godfathers.

Serpazan Hayr later anointed and blessed the
‘vemkar’ which will be placed on the altar of the new
church. For the ceremonies, Mr. Jack Chadrjian, God-
father of the church rested the ‘vemkar’ on the ground.

It was truly a moving moment for all when the choir
sang the hymn of 'Etchmiadzin Ee Horre’ and Ser-
pazan offered incense to the people. He then mixed
earth from Holy Etchmiadzin with earth taken from
the new church site.

After the religious ceremony, a banquet was held
in Douglaston fashion and was attended by over 350
people. It was a joyous occasion and the beginning of
a4 new commitment.

Serpazan Hayr washes with wine and water the *‘Vembkar®’
of the new altar which is held by the Godfather of the
Church, Jack Chaderjian, Esq.

ON UNITY AND THE STATE
OF THE CHURCH

Father Vertaness Kalayjian, Pastor of the St. Mary
Armenian Church in Washington, D.C. under the
Jurisdiction of the Diocese of the Armenian Apostolic
Church of America, expressed very interesting views
during an interview which appeared in the September
13, 1986 issue of the Armenian Mirror Spectator, the
official organ of the Armenian Democratic League
(ADL) in America. ,

The interview is very engaging in more than one
aspect. It shows new and interesting developments in
the way of thinking of the Diocesan clergy which we
surely welcome. After all, some of the ideas express-
ed in the interview have always been in our thoughts
as natural and feasible means to achieve Church Uni-
ty through mutual understanding, Christian charity
and cooperation.

Q. What is the biggest problem facing the Armenian
Church in America today?

A. There are a number of social, ethical, and moral
issues that face the Christian community at large —
and the Armenian church is no exception.

But the Armenian Church has its own problems as
well. You might call them institutional problems. They
center around the shortage of clergy, the unity issue,
and — what I would personally consider its greatest
problem — the definition of its own identity.

The Armenian Church is on a pendulum, between
being a Christian community and an ethnic community
— addressing problems of national interest or in-
dividual spirituality. They are not necessarily mutual-
ly exclusive, but in some quarters there is an artificial
separation between national aspirations and personal,
moral, ethical, and primarily religious needs.

Q. How would you split them up? Should one just be
totally ignored, or should there be a percentage split
— say, 70% spiritual and 30% national?
A. The ideal answer is 50-50. No religion exists in a
vacuum. It has to relate to a particular social environ-
ment. In this particular case I am a Christian and I
also happen to be an Armenian.

My Christianity is both internalized and externaliz-
ed in the Armenian context — to that extent it is not
mutually exclusive.

Q. And yet isn’t the very cause of our unity problems
today this question?

A. The unity issue is only the symptom — not the pro-
blem. There are underlying political and even social
and economic reasons why Armenians have never been
able to present a united front. We have always lacked
a centralized authority and all throughout history we
have always shown a certain aversion to such centraliz-
ed management of our affairs.

So the separation in the Armenian Church is nothing
new and shocking. Those of us who hang the future
of the Armenian Church — of the youth — on the idea
of “Unity”’ are completely misled. If we have by a
miracle ““Unity’’ tomorrow, I don’t think that will
bring in the youth in droves. There are other problems
related to the youth that need to be addressed.

Q. Do you see a rallying point anywhere the two
groups — whether it be the future of our youth, or
something as simple as the recent celebrations of Ellis
Island and the Statue of Liberty?

A. The fields, the areas, the occasions where there
could be a united activity — and the catchword here
is cooperation — are numerous. There is no need to
search our hearts and minds to find the areas where
we can work together.

But because we have chosen not to — because,
again, of a lack of unity — no matter how lofty our
goals, no such cooperation will come forth until some-
one in authority decides that enough is enough, that
after 50 years we have exhausted all our energy, and

(Cont. on page 6)



THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS

The Cross is the most sacred symbol of Christiani-
ty. It is the sign of the Christian religion. It was the
first sign used by Christians, and it will be the last sign
to appear in the history of the Church. It is related
in the Gospel; once the disciples asked Jesus: *““Tell
us what shall be the sign of thy coming and of the end
of the world”’? (Mat. 24:3). He gave a long answer
to this question and among many other things said,
“And then shall appear the sign of the Son of Man
in heaven’’ (Mat. 24:30), referring to the sign of the
Cross. Christians, especially the Apostolic, Catholic
and Orthodox Christians, render great reverence to the
Holy Cross.

Every Christian should know why we render so
much veneration to this holy sign of the Cross. The
answer is that Christ gave His life for our salvation
on a cross; from that day on it became a reminder of
the great sacrifice that the Son of God made for
mankind. That is the reason why the Church from the
early days has given so much importance to this sign;
that is the reason why the Armenian Church has
established so many feasts in honor of the Holy Cross.
We have four such holy days.

As this sign reminds us of the greatest sacrifice ever
made on earth, the cross has assumed, in Christian
vocabulary, the meaning of a life of endurance,
courage, and sacrifice. Our Lord once said, ‘‘He that
taketh not his cross and followeth after me is not wor-
thy of me’’ (Mat. 10:38); meaning that those who can-
not endure moral hardships, those who cannot
sacrifice their own selfish and bodily interests for the
sake of a higher life of sanctity and honesty, cannot
worthily be called Christians.

We must not ask God to take away our crosses.
They are opportunities and channels for us to gain
more merit before God and gain more blessedness in
heaven. We must ask God to give us wisdom and
strength and to increase our courage and patience to
bear them bravely. Only then will the blessedness,
which our Lord promised to those who show patience
to the end, be ours. May God make us worthy of this
blessedness.

MAKING THE SIGN OF CROSS

Making the sign of cross, too, is very frequent in
the Armenian Church, as it is in all the Eastern Chur-
ches. The holy sign of the cross, as a reminder to the

life-giving suffering and sacrifice of the Lord, has been
from the earliest times sacred object of veneration. At
all times a special power is attributed to the use of this
holy sign of the cross. It is the sacred symbol of Christ
and the Holy emblem of the Christian religion as a
whole. An early Father of the Church, Tertullian,
writing in the second century, says: ‘‘In all our travels
and movements, in all our coming in and going out,
at the table, in lighting our candles, in lying down, in
our employments, we mark our foreheads with the sign
of the cross.”” Another Church Father of the fourth
century adds: ““Let us then not be ashamed to confess
the Crucified. Let the cross be our seal made with
boldness by our fingers on our forehead.’’ It was us-
ed as a strong weapon against the spirits of darkness.
It took its place in the rituals of the church for bless-
ing and consecretion.

Crossing oneself with three fingers signifies bless-
ing oneself in the name of the Holy Trinity. It means
also professing our faith as followers of the One Who
is crucified. It is, in the meantime, an expression of
readiness to bear one’s cross as a good soldier of
Christ.

You make the sign of Cross when entering the
church; and during the Divine Liturgy mainly.

1. After each bowing down.

2. When doxology (Park Hohr), that is to say:
““Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit”’ is being said of sung.

3. When the sacred name of Our Lord is being
solemnly referred to.

4. At the beginning of the reading of the Gospel.

5. When peace or blessing is being given by the priest
with the words: ‘‘Peace unto all’’, (Khaghaghutune

PAREGENTAN WEEKEND VII

Plans are underway for the seventh annual Paregen-
tan Weekend, February 27th, 28th and March 1st in
Worcester, Massachusetts.

The Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic Church com-
munity is once again hosting this event which is becom-
ing a highly attended winter gathering for the Arme-
nians of New England and the East coast.

The Prelate, Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, attend-
ed a special meeting with the members of the Board
of Trustees of Holy Trinity Church and the Paregen-
tan Committee on Monday, October 6th, and review-
ed the scheduled events planned for this weekend. The
most exciting novelty for the weekend will be this year,
for the first time, programs dedicated to the culture
of the province of Kharpert of historic Armenia; many
activities, foods exhibits and dances will be dedicated
to this province. The weekend program will include
a choral group, a theater group, art exhibit, video
presentations of Armenian movies, lecture given by
three Armenians who climbed Mount Ararat this past
August, and a workshop for traditional Kharpert
dances. For those persons who own ethnographic and
museum items such as Kharpert costumes, ‘‘zeboun’’,
‘‘yazmah’’, housewares, other items of interest, and
would like to have these on display during the
weekend, please contact Reverend Vazken Bekiarian,
Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic Church, 635 Grove
St., Worcester, MA 01615.

On Saturday evening, February 28th, the weekend
activities will come to a close with the dinner and dance
during which time the drawing will take place for the
winning tickets for the 1987 Prelacy Raffle.

Circle the dates on your calendar and plan to join
in the pre-Lenten festivites to be held at the Sheraton
Lincoln Inn in Worcester, Massachusetts.

Amenetsoon).

6. When the deacon or the priest swings the censer
towards your direction.

7. When the most sacred and the central words of
the Liturgy is being said: ‘‘Take, eat, this is my body
...”” and “Drink ye all,this is my blood ...”

8. When kissing the Gospel and leaving the church.

From “BULLETIN’’ Department of Christian Educa-
tion — a seasonal newsletter prepared by the Chris-
tian Education Committee of Holy Trinity Armenian
Apostolic church, Fresno CA.
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SOMETHING GOOD
IS HAPPENING

by Denise S.Arakelian

Something good must be happening when the young
adults of our parishes gather together from as far west
as California to as far east as the New York Coast,
compelled by a deep desire to learn and grow spiritual-
ly closer to the faith and teachings of the Armenian
Church. Something good must be happening when,
after three days of teaching, 35 young adults are ready
to go back to their parish communities, with solid am-
munition to work and get involved in the life of their
church.

Something good is happening when, the deepest part
of an Armenian soul comes to realize that, he is
nothing, unless the Church is his Mother and God is
his Father. With this in mind, one can only conclude
that it is the spirit of God that has moved among these
young people to create such heightened awareness of
the spiritual depth of our church and the reality of Her
faith.

These are just a few points that came to surface over
the course of three days, at the Sixth Annual Senior
Youth Retreat for young adults held at Star Lake
Camp in Bloomingdale, New Jersey on October 10-13,
1986, Columbus Day Weekend. Representatives came
from Boston, Philadelphia, New York, New Jersey,
Watertown, Chicago, Detroit, Fresno and Los
Angeles. The goal of the weekend was to draw the par-
ticipants to a better understanding of their Christian
faith through the teachings and sacramental life of the
Armenian Church.

The theme, ‘“Children of God, Children of the
Church”’, paved the way for this event, which produc-
ed much fruit by the end of the weekend. Friday even-
ing commenced the program with a talk on ‘“Building
Our Relationship to the Church’’, given by Vartan
Karakelian, chairman of the Retreat Committee. Var-
tan explained that we, the believers in Christ, are who
make up the body. Therefore, it is we who are the
church,not the physical structure.

The success of the retreat is reflected in the faces of our par-
ticipants who gathered for this group photo in the woodland
setting.

Saturday began the three part lecture on ““The
Eucharist”’, given by Very Rev. Paul Lazor, Dean of
Students and a noted lecturer on the Liturgy, at St.
Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary in
Crestwood, New York. Father Paul shared with depth,
the meaning of the Eucharist as being the central part
of the church and the sacrament of all sacraments. He
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MAYOR OF MONTREAL HONORED

Mr. Jean Drapeau, the mayor of Montreal, Canada,
for 33 years was honored by the Armenian communi-
ty there at a dinner given at the Sourp Hagop Arme-
nian Community Center on Saturday evening, October
11, 1986

In order to express their appreciation some 300 per-
sons gathered for this occasion at the Armenian
Center, including representatives of Armenian
organizations, representatives from the sister Arme-
nian communities, and officials of the city as well.

The dinner was given under the auspices of the
Prelate, Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, who attended
this event; the master of ceremonies for the elaborate
program was Mr. Haig Merjanian.

CEN
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Serpazan Hayr presenting a painting to Mr. Jean Drapeau.

Dr. Jean Arakelian, Chairman of the Board of
Trustees of Sourp Hagop addressed the gathering on
behalf of the Sourp Hagop Armenian Apostolic
Church community, as did the vice-chairman of the
Montreal municipal council, and others. This was
followed by a slide presentation depicting the major
achievements of Mayor Drapeau with the commentary
given by Mr. Merjanian. Serpazan Hayr congratulated
Mr. Drapeau for his grandiose ideas, for being a man
of vision, and whose name is inseparable from the
history of the city of Montreal. Archbishop Ashjian
thanked the Mayor for his special attention to the
Armenian community and on behalf of the community
he offered an original painting of the Madonna and
Child, by Eghia Pekmezian, to the city of Montreal.

The exiting evening culminated with Mr. Germaine
Roi, municipal councilman of Montreal, announcing
that the park which is adjacent to Sourp Hagop Arme-
nian Community Center will be named ‘‘Parc
d’Armenie’’ and where the monument to the Martyrs
will be erected. Additionally, The Armenian Com-
munity was given the rights to usage of the property,
belonging to the municipality which is adjacent to the
Armenian Center.

TN DN A AL N L

24TH ANNIVERSARY OF DETROIT CHURCH

On Sunday, October 19th, Prelate, Archbishop
Mesrob Ashjian, celebrated the Divine Liturgy at St.
Sarkis Armenian Apostolic Church on the occasion of
the 24th anniversary of the dedication of the church.

Later, the Prelate attended the banquet at the Lillian
Arakelian Hall where a fine dinner was served the
parishoners who enjoyed the program which follow-
ed as well.

During the dinner Serpazan Hayr presented special
Certificates of Merit and Medallions on behalf of the
National Association of the Ladies’ Guilds to those
Ladies’ Guild members who have served the Detroit
church community for over 25 years.

These members are:

Makrouhi Kushigian
Arousiag Lafian
Vartanoush Lafian
Hrak Mazmanian
Almas Mooradian
Vahan Mooradian
Mary Mossoian
Nazig Mossoian
Victoria Mossoian
Arshalous Nersesian
Oski Ornadzian
Yeretzgin Arpine Shrikian
Purastan Stepanian
Ardem Tertzakikan
Arousiag Topelian
Varsenig Topouzian
Zeazan Yessayan

Mary Apkarian
Sophie Arakelian
Zarouhi Atanosian
Virginia Avedesian
Virginia Baligian
Esgouhi Boghosian
Vartanoush Boghosian
Satenig Bozoian
Mariam Gasparian
Elmon Godoshian
Helen Hachigian
Madeline Haitaian
Nevart Halajian
Susan Kachigian
Azniv Kasparian
Agavni Kaurtjian
Vartouhi Keteyian

THE ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH OF
LOUISIANA, ESTABLISHED IN NEW ORLEANS.

During the past few years, due to the prevailing con-
ditions in the Middle East, we are witnessing a rapid
development of Armenian communities in various
regions of the U.S. and Canada. It is natural that these
communities are in need of far more attention than
the already established communities and the Prelacy,
aware of its reponsibilities, is trying earnestly to assist
these communities in organizing themselves and preser-
ving their faith and culture.

One such community is the Armenian Community
in New Orleans, Louisiana, where scores of Armenian
families have established themselves during the last few
years. Upon the invitation of these families, the Prelate
Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian paid a visit to New
Orleans on Monday, September 29, 1986 and met with
several families at the homes of Mr. & Mrs. Sam
Garabedian and Mr. Vartkes Balian.

After due consultation, and in order to have a tangi-
ble and organized community, the Prelate appointed
a temporary Board of Trustees to organize the Arme-
nian Church of Louisiana in New Orleans. The
members of the said Board are: Mr. Kevork A. Dakar-
manjian, Mr. John Meghrian, Mr. Vartkes Balian,
Mr. Samuel Garabedian and Mr. Haroutiun
Marzwanian.

We wish great success and God’s blessings to this
new community. Those who wish to contact the Arme-
nian Church in Louisiana should call or write to Mr.
Vartkes Balian at:
3100 Maryland Avenue
Kenner, LA 70065

(504) 443-1144 (Home)
(504) 455-6649 (Bus.)

MONMOUTH BOY SCOUTS HONOR
MR. KEVORK HOVNANIAN

On October 2, 1986, one of New Jersey’s most
respected homebuilders was honored as the recipient
of this year’s Joshua Huddy Award, given annually
by the Monmouth Council of Boy Scouts of America
to an outstanding community activist and business
leader. He is Kevork S. Hovnanian, president and
founder of Hovnanian Enterprises, Inc., who accepted
the award graciously at Squires Pub in West Long
Beach.

Mr. Hovnanian, a very well known member of the
Armenian Community, arrived in New Jersey in 1959
and starting from scratch he built his fledgling com-
pany into what is today the state’s largest residential
development organization. He has proven that success
can be attained through diligence, perseverance and
plain hard work.

Mr. Kevork S. Hovnanian

Mr. Hovnanian is well known for his sensitivity to
human needs. In 1964, he donated to the citizens of
Manalapan a complete elementary school. He is also
the guiding force in the construction of Saint Stepanos
Armenian Church in Elberon, which he is building and
donating to Monmouth and Ocean County’s Arme-
nian Community. These are only a few of his many
philanthropic acts.

His Eminence Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian attend-
ed the dinner, gave his blessings, and offered Mr. Hov-
nanian a book on Armenian etchings as a token of his
appreciation for all that Mr. Hovnanian has done for
the Armenian church and nation.

ARCHBISHOP ASHJIAN
VISITS ATLANTA, GEORGIA

On September 27th and 28th, the Atlanta, Georgia
community had the honor and privilege of having His
Eminence Srpazan Ashjian, accompanied by Hayr
Soorp Anoushavan Tanielian and Archdeacon Sevag
Kendirjian,as guests.

Mr. and Mrs. Artin H. Megerian very graciously
hosted a reception at their beautiful home on Satur-
day evening. Among the guests were Dr. and Mrs.
Harry Phillips from the Presbyterian Council of Atlan-
ta and the board members and their wives of the Arme-
nian Independent Cultural Association of Atlanta
(A.I.C.A.A)). It was a wonderfully relaxed evening
wherein everyone enjoyed the warmth and humor of
Srpazan.

A view of the communion service of the Morningside
Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, Georgia.

Sunday afternoon brought together over 100 per-
sons to the Morningside Presbyterian Church. A choir
was organized by Mr. Rico Guergerian, who with on-
ly five persons and two rehearsals, sang with much pas-
sion. On the altar, serving with Srpazan was Dr. Ara
Dosturian of West Georgia College who assisted Hayr
Soorp Tanielian and Deacon Sevag. Assisting as altar
boys were two of our local young men, Mr. David
DiBoyan and Mr. Varkes Mansourian.

The Badarak was a very moving experience for the
Armenians from Atlanta as we do not have a church
and on rare occasions only have visiting clergy.
Srpazan’s karoz was from Galations 6:18 and during
the services His Eminence used a new chalice for the
first time, which was offered to him by His Holiness
Catholicos Vazken I of Etchmiadzin during his recent
visit there in July.

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian’s speech in Armenian
and English was extremely moving; made you feel
proud to be an Armenian, made you feel that no
Armenian could digress from their Christian and
Armenian heritage. Srpazan spoke of both Catholicoi
which enhanced his prestige to the community of
Atlanta in the wake of the complications that exist in
our church today.

Following the service a sumptious banquet was of-
fered in the church hall. President Nancy DiBoyan
welcomed everyone. A short program followed which
included two piano pieces performed by Nancy
Mooradian; recitations were given by Rosemary and
Dicran Geurgerian and Lena Mujukian. Two unex-
pected additions to the program were Hayr Soorp
Anoushavan’s magnificent rendition of ‘‘Haiastan
Yergir’” and Archdeacon Sevag’s ‘‘Bakhra.’”’ Follow-
ing these, Nancy DiBoyan requested that Srpazan ad-
dress the community gathering. Again, he encourag-
ed the Armenians of Atlanta to remember ‘‘peace
through understanding’” and as we had arrived at this
point in our history in the face of overwhelming odds
and our past would ultimately prevail.

The A.I.C.A.A. wholeheartedly and gratefully ex-
presses appreciation to all those who helped and par-
ticipated to make this ‘‘a very memorable occasion.”’

Barbara Tellalian

NORTH ANDOVER CELEBRATES
ITS 16TH ANNIVERSARY

The St. Gregory Armenian Apostolic Church of
Merrimack Valley celebrated its 16th anniversary on
October 5, 1986, with an episcopal mass and followed
by a dinner at the Jafarian Hall.

The Prelate, together with the Vice-Chairman of the
Executive Council, Dr. Varant Hagopian, con-
gratulated the community on its efforts to keep the
church alive. During the banquet, over $12,000 was
raised for the new heating system of the church.

This small community is to be commended for its
committment and dedication. It sets a fine example
for all other communities to follow.



THE 46TH ANNIVERSARY OF
THE HEROIC DEFENSE OF MOUSSA DAGH

The newly burgeoning community of Sourp Nishan
of Cambridge, Ontario, with the cooperation of St.
Asdvadzadzin Armenian Church in Toronto and the
Armenian centers in Canada organized the 46th An-
niversary of the defense at Moussa Dagh. The event
included traditional celebrations, an all night vigil,
Divine Liturgy and the blessing of Herissa.

The Prelate, Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian,
celebrated the Divine Liturgy on the specially erected
altar on the second floor of the Armenian Center. He
was assisted by the pastor of St . Asdvadzadzin Arme-
nian Apostolic Church, Very Rev. Khajag Hagopian
and by the pastor of St. Nishan Armenian Apostolic
Church, Rev. Vahan Ghazarian.

His Eminence preached on the meaning of the cross
and elaborated on how the cross brought salvation to
the people of Moussa Dagh. He then urged the com-
munity to adhere to their traditions and try to make
the Moussa Dagh Anniversary Celebration a national
event for all Armenians in North America to take part
n.

ON THE GO
AT THE CHURCH BAZAARS

November is the time of the year when the church
bazaars are held in our Armenian churches here in
America and our Ladies’ Guild members are actively
helping our churches to raise funds. These ladies, our
quiet heros, who year in and year out work with great
dedication and love for their church.

Working for many days in advance to prepare the
Armenian foods and goodies they also perpetuate the
Armenian cooking traditions; having fun comparing
recipes with the other lovely ladies and who prepares
the best ‘‘katah’’ and who jealously guards her own
special recipe; with an ongoing competition between
‘“‘Sepastia Katah’ and ‘‘Dikranagerd Choreg.”’

Recently, while Serpazan Hayr was in New England,
he visited some of our communities where the Ladies’
Guild members were on active duty. In these pictures
Serpazan and Rev. Mesrob Tashjian pose with the
hardworking ladies of Providence and, Serpazan Hayr
is learning how to prepare the Sepastian Katah; where
the excellent flavor comes when the rolled dough is
soundly slapped against the tabletop.

The elaborate preparation of the Sepastia katah. Here Ser-
pazan tries to “jhrizneh!’’ the dough while Myrig smilingly
encourages him.

The Senior Ladies® Guild and the Ladies’ Guild of Sts.
Vartanantz Church of Providence take a moment to pose
together with Serpazan Hayr and Der Hayr Mesrob Tashjian.

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST ARMENIAN
APOSTOLIC CHURCH OF SYRACUSE, NEW
YORK, CELEBRATES ITS 30TH ANNIVERSARY

The 30th anniversary celebration of St. John the
Baptist Armenian Apostolic Church of Syracuse, New
York, was a great success and all those who took part
in it had a wonderful time. The celebration consisted
of dinner and dancing at the church’s community
center on Saturday, October 11, and a worship ser-
vice lead by His Eminence Archbishop Mesrob Ash-
jlan on Sunday October 12, 1986.

Although their numbers have declined, members of
the local Armenian community gave a spirited celebra-
tion to mark the founding of St. John the Baptist
Church, which was established at 372 W. Matson
Avenue at a time when the Armenian community there
numbered in the hundreds.

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian offered the Divine
Liturgy and was assisted by Archpriest Torkom Hago-
pian and the pastor of St. John the Baptist, Rev.
Khachig Meguerdichian who resides in Troy where he
also leads the Armenian congregation there.

Also during this celebration, certificates of commen-
dation were presented to seven members of the church
who had remained in its service for 30 years, since the
date of its founding. The members are as follows: Mr.
Diran Adjemian, Ms. Zephyr Minasian, Ms. Anoush
Minasian, Ms. Eliza Sachaklian, Mr. Vartkes Mina-
sian, Mr. Vartan Kyoomjian, and Mr, John Penirjian.

The members of the Syracuse community express-
ed their joy and appreciation for Serpazan’s participa-
tion in the celebration of their church anniversary.

PRELATE AND GUESTS FROM ARMENIA AND
FRANCE VISIT THE HOVNANIAN DAY
SCHOOL

On the morning of October 8th, Archbishop Mesrob
Ashjian accompanied by Mr. Jirair Loussignan who
is a representative of the Paris-based Land and Culture
Organization, arrived at the Hovnanian Day School
and were received by the school officials.

Later, they were joined by a delagation from Soviet
Armenia, led by Mr. Hrair Babayan, Director of the
American Desk, Spuirk Committee, as well as artists
including Miss Bella Tarpinian, Mr. Ruben Sahakian,
Miss Silva Yusbashian and Miss Nellie Boghosian.
Together they toured the kindergarten classes after
which all the student body gathered in the dining hall
where an impromptu program was offered for the
visitors.

The students extended a warm welcome to Srpazan Hayr,
Mpr. Sahakian, Miss Tarpinian and the visitors.

Serpazan Hayr introduced the visitors to the
students and Mr. Babayan then addressed the children.
Later, the guests were honored at a luncheon given by
the board of governors of the school.

It was a memorable day for all. The Hovnanian
School children were pleased to meet representatives
from the motherland who encouraged them to learn
their mother tongue.

Serpazan Hayr and Rev. Gorun Shrikian together with the
recipients of the National Association of the Ladies’ Guild’s
medallion and the Prelacy’s Certificate of Merit for their
unstinging service to their Church and community for over
25 years.

PROVIDENCE COMMUNITY CELEBRATES
TWENTY—FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF ORDINA-
TION OF ARCHPRIEST REV. DR. MESROB
TASHJIAN

In a joyous atmosphere, St. Vartanantz Armenian
Apostolic Church of Providence, Rhode Island,
celebrated the Silver Anniversary of the ordination of
Archpriest Rev. Dr. Mesrob Tashjian to priesthood
on Sunday October 5, 1986, at Venus De Milo,
Swansea, Massachusetts. About 600 people attended
the testimonial banquet to honor Der Hayr, who for
the last twenty-five years, since his ordination, has
faithfully served God, the Armenian Church and
especially the Providence community.

After His Eminence, Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian

During his speech Serpazan Hayr displayed the NYNEX
telephone directory and, much to the amusement of the au-
dience, showing that even the telephone company is mixed
up with the names of Mesrob Ashjian and Mesrob Tashjian
— for the listing for both is at 402 Broadway!

gave the invocation, Mr. John Varadian, chairman of
the Anniversary Committee, congratulated Der Hayr
and introduced Mr. Peter Koshmatian, the Master of
Ceremonies for the evening. After Mr. Koshmatian in-
troduced the people seated at the head table, Rev.
Sahag Vertanessian read the pontifical letter from His
Holiness Karekin IT who commended Der Hayr for be-
ing a “‘capable sacramentalist, a dynamic preacher, an
intellectual who achieved high education so that he
may satisfy the religious, spiritual and cultural needs
of the faithful.”

Mr. Kenneth Balemian, Chairman of the Board of
Trustees presented Der Hayr and commended him for
his achievements in religious, educational and cultural
fields throughout his long twenty-five years of
dedicated service to the Providence community. Mr.
Arthur Gregian, with thunderous enthusiasm, em-
phasized Der Hayr’s dedication to the Armenian
Church and Nation.

The cultural program of the evening was highlighted
by three performances. Mrs. Shnorick B. Markarian
sang ‘Paree Arakeel’ and ‘Eem Yerevan’ with the ac-
companiment of Mrs. Alice Simonian Buratti. Mrs.
Shake Chakmakian recited Rev. Father Mesrob Tash-
jian’s ‘Mesrobashounch’, dedicated to His Eminence
Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian. Finally, Miss Joanne
Mouradjian sang ‘Hayr Eem’ and Eem Yerke’ with
the accompaniment of Mr. Philip Faraone on the
piano. All three performances were enjoyed greatly by
all those present.

Archpriest Rev. Torkom Hagopian introduced Der
Hayr as “‘the man and brother in Christ.’’ The even-
ing reached its climax when His Eminence took the
podium and commended Der Hayr for his diligence,
devotion, faithfulness to calling, talents and
capabilities. The last speaker was Rev. Dr. Mesrob
Tashjian who expressed his profound gratitude for this
expression of love and respect. He pledged to serve
God and keep the torch of faith bright and everlasting.

Mr. and Mrs. Balian hosted a dinner in honor of Serpazan
Hayr and the children from the community gathered about
the Prelate to help him to cut the cake which was inscribed,
““Paree yegahr, Serpazan Hayr."’



ANOOSHIG VARTAN

How are you, physically and spiritually?

If you raised your eyebrows when you read the last
word it is not surprising to me because the words
“‘spirit,”” “‘spiritual’’ and ‘“Holy Spirit’’ have been
misused to such a degree that some so-called spiritual
preachers make a mockery of that which is not
physical, which cannot be touched or seen but does
exist and is real.

Let me not be side-tracked now. What I am con-
cerned with is your happiness. Are you reasonably
healthy and happy? Now, here is a word — happiness
— a state of living which has kept men and women
of all ages busy trying to understand it. People have
tried in the past, and still striving to attain and retain
— happiness.

A few days ago I was listening to a phone-in radio
program during which the topic was ‘‘Happiness.”
People who were able to contact the station and “‘talk’
were of all ages. Each caller had a different explana-
tion for the question: ‘“What is happiness?”’

One caller, twenty-one years of age, stated that he
had had a very hard life before, but now he had found
happiness. The moderator of the program could not
inderstand why, at such an early age, one should have
had such a difficult life. As an Armenian, of course,
I was not surprised. You, along with thousands of your
generation of younger Armenians have heard first-
hand accounts of cruelties inflicted on our parents and
grandparents in 1915. We know millions suffered un-
til their death, and those who survived carried the scars
of their agonizing ordeals for the rest of their lives.

One caller said, “‘Happiness is an on-again off-again
condition.”” Another caller, a middle-aged woman,
said she has found happiness through her church and
religion. A young lady, aged twenty-two, said that in
her opinion, ‘‘Idiots are the happiest people.”” The
word ““idiot’’ brought to my mind a real life situation
which shows the opposite of her example. The story
was told to us decades ago by our psychology pro-
fessor; he was discussing 1.Q.s. At the time, and for
a few decades earlier, researchers and educators
attached great importance to the Intelligence Quotient
(1.Q.) people and animals as well. Our professor, as
a member of a group, was participating in research
on I.Q.s. They had interviewed a man with an 1.Q.
of 140; he was considered a genius. He was very hap-
py; very contented. When he was told he could fur-
ther his studies or be trained for any career of his
choice to change his present occupation, he refused.
He was happy in what he was doing. You cannot guess
how he earned his living with his 140 I.Q. — he was
a garbage collector!

As I listened to the comments of the earlier caller
who thought idiots were the happiest persons, I tried
to phone the station myself. The telephone lines were
busy for quite a while; I finally gave up the idea. I
wanted to tell them of this real case. I wanted to tell
the listeners of our family’s life; an Armenian ex-
perience. Many years ago, my father who was an or-
phaned survivor of the massacres, would tell us to be
contented with what we had and that we must care for
those who were less fortunate than ourselves. How for-
tunate were we at that time. We lived in poverty; we
had only the mere necessities of life. By the way, those
necessities did not include the telephone, radio, TV,
video games, spending money, etc. By our standards
of today we were living in extreme poverty. I still
remember -a few lines of one of my father’s poems
which he had written for us. In translation it said,
““Far, far away from us many people live unclothed,
hungry and without shelter ... please God, help them
too ...”

How one thing leads on to another. The word ‘‘un-
sheltered’’ instantly reminds me of a family I had seen
in Aleppo many years ago, during World War II. In
Aleppo, there were then a few so-called covered streets,
something like underpasses of bridges, which you may
have in the city where you live. The difference is that
those streets in Aleppo were beneath two or more
storied houses; the stone-walled sides and the stone
archways formed the streets. We, as children, used to
walk through one such street short-cutting our way to
Sunday School. I believe the name of that particular
street wa$*Tadribe”. I recall seeing a mother and her
four children with a few possessions, pots, pans,
cushions and a few bundles which probably contained
their clothing, living on that street; spending their
nights there. I cannot remember exactly how long the
family lived there nor what arrangements were made
for them to live.

In my childhood that street always reminded me of
that poor family. Decades later, I learned that on that
very street, on those cold, hard stones, my mother’s
brother, during the massacre years, had died there
under tragic circumstances. For the rest of her life, my
mother could never walk through that street. Hence,
my father considered himself sheltered and ‘“happy”’
for being alive after the massacre of his family.

You will come to realize that happiness is not
reserved for the rich, nor for the learned, nor for the
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explained with spiritual insight the meaning that Christ
intended through the initiation of Baptism, Chrisma-
tion and Communion within the Church. After each
lecture the group brokeup into smaller groups where
more individualized questions and concerns were
discussed.

The weekend was highlighted by attending church
on Sunday where the participants, realizing the fullness
and meaning of the Badarak, approached Holy Com-
munion with such humility, reverence and repentence
that each participant came to the altar barefoot, some
with tears, and all with love, joy and praise to our Lord
Jesus Christ. After the service, the moment came when
the participants could fill their empty stomachs with
the most delicious food they had had all weekend ,
which was so graciously prepared by the Ladies Guild
of Sts. Vartanantz Church in New Jersey.

After church, the participants piled back into their
cars to return to the retreat center for a presentation
on “‘Prayer: Communion with God”’, by Varouj Maz-
manian, Professor of Mathematics from Stevens In-
stitute of Technology. Varouj, a well known speaker
and a familiar face to all the students, explained that
prayer is a dialogue, a way of communicating to the
Father, and a way of coming into the presence of our
Creator.

Sunday evening, a most unique Vesper Service was
held, outdoors at a campfire, where all the participants
were given incense to throw into the fire as an out-
ward sign of our prayers rising up to God as incense.
The evening’s campfire, not only warmed us on the
outside but also warmed our hearts and spirits on the
inside as we sang Sharagans, recited Psalms, and were
even moved to chant the Nicene Creed in unison.

Monday morning began with an inspiring talk on
‘““How Can I Get Involved’’, presented by Mary Alice
Kaloostian, Christian Education Director of Holy
Trinity of Fresno, Calif. The thrust of her talk was
that it is good to be nourished and to receive, but Jesus
himself said, ‘“‘It is more blessed to give than to
receive’’. She continued to say that each of us has
special gifts and talents that we can contribute to the
harvest-field of our church community. Immediately
following the lecture, four different workshops on
“How to Get Involved’’, were offered to the par-
ticipants. The workshops were, 1.- Sunday Schools,
2.- Bible Study, 3.- Adult Christian Education,
4.- High School Ministry. These areas gave more in-
sight and practical ideas on how to get involved, and
what it takes for you to have an effective program.

By the close of the program, the participants had
built new friendships, rekindled old ones, shared their
love for each other, for their church and especially for
Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. It was very difficult
to depart from this shared event, but before leaving,
the students were so inspired that they joined in mind
and spirit to sum up their retreat experience in a letter
of appreciation to our Surpazan Mesrob Ashjian.

The letter reads:

Your Eminence Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian,

Our retreat weekend was truly enlightening. We
have been blessed by this experience. We, as
children of the Armenian Church have come to
appreciate these retreats, and experience growth
and renewal by participating. We realize that pro-
grams like this rely on your support. We thank
you from the bottom of our hearts for making
these events possible and we look forward to con-
tinued growth through these retreats and in the
life of our Church!

Signed by all the participants.
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people in power. Happiness cannot be touched. It has
no color, form or dimension. One does not need to
chase it either. Happiness does not come from own-
ing material things. Look around you and you will see
that many wealthy people are miserable and yes, en-
vious of others. Happiness comes from within; it is
attained easily when a person believes in God’s loving
care for all. Christ has given us many examples. The
one example which comes to mind at this moment is
of the birds in the sky fed by our loving Heavenly
Father and of the flowers of the fields which do not
spin or weave, and yet, they bloom beautifully.

I hope you are happy, Vartan. If you are not, my
one short and simple bit of advice would be: plan for
tomorrow but do not worry about tomorrow for God
will take care of your needs as these arise. I could tell
you of a few of my own experiences to substantiate
this advice, however, I will save this for another time,
in the near future, when you will have a heart-to-heart

talk with Your loving,

Eugenie Horkoor

ON UNITY AND THE STATE
OF THE CHURCH

(Cont. from page 1)
that ‘“Unity’’ is not attainable. Therefore let’s accept
each other’s existence and extend hands of
brotherhood, of cooperation — whatever name we
want to give to such coexistence.
From such recognition the whole community will
benefit, and there won’t be any ill feelings left.

Q. So you are going the other way of the question.
You’re saying let’s separate, let’s acknowlege our dif-
ference, and then we can talk.
A. I’m saying that ‘‘Unity’’ should be dropped.
We all have to recognize that it is not attainable.
Once we have come to that conclusion then we should
ask ourselves: ‘““What’s next? What is the next best
thing to do?”’ Because I just don’t see how, in the
name of Christianity, in the name of everything Arme-
nian, we can go around and sow the seeds of distrust
and even hatred.

Q. With all the differences, how do you maintain a
parish? After all, in Washington, D.C. you have peo-
ple from every imaginable background. How do you
maintain unity?

A. I don’t have such an ambition to begin with, but
to give you an idea of what it’s like, the Washington
community in the last five to ten years has been at-
tracting the so-called yuppies. These are young pro-
fessionals, who after having been exposed to the
Washington scene, find this community attractive
enough, cosmopolitan enough, and challenging
enough to come and settle here from every corner of
the United States.

I find it more and more difficult to find a common
language for these young people because they come
from such diverse backgrounds — not only in terms
of their religious priorities, because one coming from
Providence has a completely different outlook than
one coming from Dayton, Ohio.

It’s a great challenge here for pastoral work. The
““Unity’’ issue, in my opinion, provides only an ex-
cuse for those who have not made up their minds yet
to get involved. As recently as the 4th of July picnic,
I made a special point saying that I’m just sick and
tired of hearing that the youth is turned off because
of the ‘“Unity’’ issue. I’ve said it many times — ‘‘Find
your place, find your side — and get involved.”’

Q. So what’s the reason behind some of the apathy
in the youth?

A. They are young. They are upwardly mobile. They
have to find their niche.

First they have to decide their professional direction
like yourself — and there’s also the moral, ethical, and
religious issues, that having gone through college they
have not yet sifted and finally settled.

Q.How did you sift through these moral-ethical-
religious issues?

A. I have made peace with myself, whatever I have,
whatever I am, whatever relationship I have developed
between myself and the Lord. And if in some measure
I can translate that through my sermons, through my
contact with parishioners, that’s my job and my
vocation.

Q. I haven’t reached my moral-ethical-religious fulfil-
ment. How would you translate what you know to me:
early 20’s, upwardly mobile, aspiring young
professional?
A. I‘d have to say to somebody — young or old —
that the main purpose of an individual is to be at peace
with oneself, to be at peace with the other fellow —
whether it’s a family member, a community member,
or the society — and also to be at peace with the Lord.
If these relationships are achieved within the con-
text of Christian dictates, then everything will be in
the right perspective.

Q.If everyone achieved such ‘‘peace,’’ would the ques-
tion of ‘“Unity’’ still haunt us?

A. “Unity”’ would come automatically if people were
really at peace with themselves.

Q. So the priest can give us the final answer?

A. The priest doesn’t have the final say. The priest is
only a broker.

Q. Between...?

A. Between individuals. Between the Lord and the peo-
ple. And sometimes between individual himself.
Q.Between a person himself?

A. Yes. In my marriage counseling I have said quite
often that I personally find it occasionally difficult to
live with myself, then also to contemplate living with
someone else and make a contract with someone else.
Q. As a broker could you be a broker between two
sides in a Unity question?

A. Yes, 1‘d tell them what to do and if they don’t, I’ll
send them to their corners.



AND THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
OF
ST. GREGORY ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH
OF SOUTH FLORIDA

Request the pleasure of your company
AT THE GALA DINNER TO BENEFIT
““Sourp Garabed Vank’’
ARMENIAN CHURCH AND COMMUNITY CENTER OF NORTH AMERICA
Under the auspices of
MR. & MRS. SARKIS SOGHANALIAN
Sfeaturing
Manuel & Jacque Kodjian and his band from L.A.
and the ‘‘Mediterraneans’’ of Miami
Saturday evening, February 7, 1987

Embassy Suite Hotel
1100 S.E. 17th Street Causeway
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33316

COCKTAILS AT 6:30 PM

DINNER 7:30 PM DONATION: THIRTY-FIVE DOLLARS

For reservations, please call:

Miami: Mrs. Seta Boghsian (305) 371-2828
(305) 866-6324
Vero Beach: Mr. Sam Varjabedian (305) 231-2060

Ft. Lauderdale: Mrs. Helga Kaplanian

Mr. Vartkes Tokatlian

(305) 920-3226
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L'interno della chiesa di Santa Maria degli Angeli: il messaggio del Papa davanti alla Porziuncola.

The World Day of Prayer for Peace begins with the religious leaders gathered in the Basilica
of Santa Maria degli Angeli. The Armenian Church was represented there by Bishop Nerses
Bozabalian from Holy Etchmiadzin and Bishop Aram Keshishian from the Catholicosate
of Cilicia.
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Palm Beach: Mrs. Ovsanna Danielian
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TENTH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS OF
HOVNANIAN ARMENIAN SCHOOL

In ceremonies which will be remembered as emo-
tional and elegant, the tenth anniversary of the
Hovnanian Armenian School and Testimonial for
Vahakn and Hasmig Hovnanian took place Sunday,
November 2, with a sold-out attendance.

Attending the festivities were friends from distant
areas such as Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, Florida,
Washington, and California.

The program was filled with many interesting events
and speaches. Perhaps the two main highlights were
the video presentation prepared especially for the even-
ing and the presentation of an encyclical from His
Holiness Karekin II honoring Vahakn and Hasmig
Hovnanian-and bestowing the insignia of Prince of
Cilicia on Mr. Hovnanian. The pontifical honor was
presented by His Eminence, Archbishop Mesrob
Ashjian,

The keynote address was delivered by Professor
Richard G. Hovannisian of the University of Califor-
nia, Los Angeles, who challenged the day schools of
America to become better than the very best private
institutions in the country.

Leading members of the New Jersey State
Legislature were present and letters were read from
President Reagan, Governor Thomas Kean and Gover-
nor George Deukmejian. Letters were also received
from Representatives Matthew Rinaldo and Jack
Kemp. Congratulatory telegrams were received from
a host of individuals as well as from the Hairenik
Association and the Armenian Assembly.

Attending clergy, besides Archbishop Ashijian, in-
cluded Archbishop Tiran Nersoyan, Rev. Vahrich
Shirinian, Rev. and Mrs. Arnak Kasparian, Rev. and
Mrs. Carl Avakian, Rev. Diran Papazian and Father
Hovsep Behesnilian.

In preliminary remarks Archbishop Ashjian praised
the Hovnanians for their devotion to Armenian educa-
tion in America. ‘““What Vahakn and Hasmig and their
friends did was almost impossible. To open a day
school in the States — and the proof is here — we are
suffering on the east. Last September a school was
closed in Detroit and in July we were almost going to
close another school in New York City. But, I said,

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian decorates the lapel of Vahakn
Hovnanian with the Insignia of the Prince of Cilicia as Mrs.
Hasmig Hovnanian looks on with pride and happiness.

no, it’s impossible to close a school. It’s a shame; it’s
a sin. Our unfortunate fate in the New York area is
that we did not have people of Vahakn and Hasmig’s
caliber who would do what they did. Do half of what
they did. Or half of the half of what they did.”

The Archbishop also praised Mr. and Mrs.
Hovnanian for their dedication to the Armenian
American community. ‘“They did not stay in the
sidelines,”” he said, ‘‘They knew the future was here
in America and they worked to strengthen the
organizations, the churches, the newspapers, the par-
ties. Their immense dedication deserves the heartfelt
thanks of the entire community.”’

Serpazan Hayr announced also, that the world
renowned benefactor, Mr. Sarkis Soghanalian, who
recently announced his sponsoring a five-million dollar
Church/Community Center in Florida, made a dona-
tion of $50,000 to the St. Iluminator’s Day School
of New York, in honor and in support of the efforts
of Vahakn and Hasmig Hovnanian for the Armenian
school in the U.S.A. A thunderous applause which
followed this announcement was an appreciation of
the generous gift and the idea behind it!
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month FREE OF CHARGE.

For many {amilles, who are far
from Armanian centars, R is the
only means of Informatien ahout
the Armanian Church.

YOU CAN HELP OUTREACH con
TINUE ITS IMPORTANT MISSION.
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THE ARMENIAN PRELACY,”

138 EAST 38TH' STREET,

', NEW YORK, N.Y. 10018
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Armanian Apostiic Church of Amarica.
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The Prelacy office is the center of church and com-
munity activities for those churches affiliated with the
Armenian Apostolic Church of America in eastern and
mid-west United States and in Canada.

The Prelate and his staff, as well as the religious
and executive councils and scores of committees, work
at the Prelacy offices in order to serve the Armenian
church and community in ecclesiastical, ad-
ministrative, cultural, educational, and social
endeavors.

For several years the Executive Council and the
Building Committee have carefully studied the various
options for the renovation, extension, or relocation of
the Prelacy offices in order to serve the needs of our
growing community.

During the National Representative Assembly of
1986, the delegates voted in favor of extending the
facilities rather than relocating. This expan-
sion/renovation project has begun and is expected to
be completed by January 1987.

The building is going to be extended in the rear; all
four floors and the basement will be completely
renovated; and the outside of the building will have a
new face.

The estimated cost of this project is $450,000,
which does not include the cost of refurbishing the
new offices.

As a result of this expansion and renovation the
Prelacy will have:

e A larger reception hall which can be used as an
exhibit hall when necessary.

® A larger office for the Prelate with facilities for
conferences and meetings.

® The St. Nerses Shnorhali Library will be ex-
panded to house 10,000 books, magazines,
manuscripts, tapes.

® Modern, efficient secretarial offices and
miscellaneous office space. 5

°® A computer room.
® An expanded bookstore.
® A separate mail room.

® Larger facilities for the Armenian Religious
Education Council (AREC) and the Armenian
National Education Council (ANEC).

® Living quarters for Armenian students in New
York area theological institutions.

Many of you may have already received the
brochure which was recently mailed describing the
Prelacy renovation in more detail. Please read it
carefully and then think seriously about how you can
help. This is a project we must all embrace because
ultimately the new facilities will be of benefit to every
member of our community.

We it gratified by the support we have already
received. For instance, Mrs. Suzanne Hagopian has
agreed to sponsor the new St. Nerses Shnorhali
Library; Mrs. Siranoush Balian, who had previously
sponsored the Armenian National Education Council’s
offices, has agreed to extend her donation to further
enhance that office; Mr. Zohrab Tazian has agreed to
undertake the expenses of refurbishing the executive
offices and Mr. Carl Sogoian recently pledged to cover
the expenses of decorating the Prelacy’s main
reception room.

Individual donations in various amounts are begin-
ning to arrive daily with a very positive attitude. Many
donors, from all parts of the country, are sending their
large and small donations with comments such as,
“We’re so happy to see that the Prelacy will have the
larger facilities that it desperately needs.”

We would like everyone to be a part of this pro-
ject. The important thing is participation, not the
amount of the donation. If you would like to speak to a
member of the Prelacy’s Executive Council about this
project, please contact the Prelacy.
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UqquihG UnwgGnprpupwlp fAnglanp & JupswiluiG
YtnpnGa £ wyl pnnp GtintghGlipmG npnip Yuwymwd GG
Utiphwhugng Uiptabbw 2pgwGh b GwGwiniugh phdhG:

UnwgGnpn uppwqubp, S. Ukupny U.-Upphwhulynuynu
& Unwglnpnwpwbh wwywolGkmphilp, ptathu phnpmwd
dwnvth GGpm G’ YpolujwG i funywlywl dnnnyGipmé
puwGl watiih yjwGéGuundptpm i kGpwdwpdhGGlipm flan
Uhwuh@ Yp gnpdt Uqq. UnwgGnprpupwGkG Gipu’ AwdunyGph
hytntguwywl, dhuwlwG, YwpywlywG, vowlniyewhG,
Yppwhwl W pGYtpughG dpwehpGipmG  hpwgnpduwi
Awdwp:

SuphGlipt, h Yip Undippywfiuwgng gpswiGh ta GwGwnwgh
phUh UgqquihG YupynemGp hpbpuguenpn. 2hGnyetiwbg
wldGuimdplipn fittun YhwuhG (pgonkG munud Guuhpwd th
UnwgeGnpnupwGh 2tGeph Gnpngmptwl, pGnwpdwydwd,
pupbqunndwG t GnyGhul ninupniudwG pugqdueh dpw-
qhnGhp, puwgnylu YunptiGu Awubkpn Auwdwp plidhu wopw-
amb JuphpGlipmG:

1986 . Uwighuh(, UhqquuihG GptiupinfuwGulywG dnnnyp
vhwdwimphwdp pmtwnytg pwGwéta dp, npny npmpmbgun
Gliplyury okGpp plnundwlty & YepwGnpngby: UnyG dpwghpp
wnnkG huly ppwgnndvwb plpwgph dte L ta ymuny Llp np
UhGyta 3mGmuwp 1987 hp ypmuthG Yp Awuth:

Utip GipYwy 2klipp whwp pnwpdwymh pwyh YyomukG,
Yuinwdh wdpnne mwpwdmplwdp: 2npu yjupYtipG ug
whwh mGkGuG Yuptinp jwabpmdtp, GippGugupyp wyhwnh
gnpdwdmhp hppta delipwing, huy 2klph Gwlwwnp wyhwh
odumth Gnp W YpwGhpbwy juakmdGipny B qgintghy dnun-
pny up:

Vwhwwnbunwd Swiuub t; 450,000 wnjup, np sh wwpni-
Gwlytip fitpppG Ywhwimpdwli dwhuubpp:

Yhpnihotiug wpuwnwGpGlpn wiwpwnpG, dtip Unwe Gnp-
nupwlp wyhwnh mGkGwy. —

® CnnbGlnpbwl nwhihg dp, np b AwpyhG, YpGuwy gnp-
dwdnihy hpp gmgwupwfh:

® Unwglnpn Uppwqwl fiop wwwows gpuubiGhwy
dnmnmjwupwifi:

® U. Ubpuktu Chnphugh gpunwpulbp wyhnh piupdwynih
bl whwh Yupkbuy wwnpthwyl) 10,000-% wabkgh Awnnp-
Ghp, phppetn i dwyGhphqltpm AuwewpwdnGhp:

* UpnhwlwG e yupdwpwibn qpuuubGulGhp:
® Zwponthy vhpliGwGhpm ubiGhuy:

® Qlnwpdwy gpuwnmG dp:

® Unwpuwl wnwGihG ubGlhiwy:

® Uabith (uyl ywupdwpniehiGGhp Uqq. MumdG. unpfAmpnh
i Lppun. nuwuwmpwpwynyetiwG  pwdwGiniGpGtpnG
Awdwn:

Qtqut yuankp wpnké pul vnuwgud ppugm kG «Thp fiwugkG
GmyGG E, puyg wylipwb thnjumwd kip» dpwphyp, np mpwplnuud tp
Unuwglnppwpwbh  pupbuwdGlipmG, Gyuwpwugpiny Gnwg-
GnpnwpwGh kGph Yhpwlnpngmptwé b plpwpduldwG
dwlpwdwubmpmGllipp: Qwikgtp mph mynd Yuppuy quyb, &
wuj |ppopkG dunwdly, pt hywt"u ML yhinh YupkGup oqly:
Ugu dpwqhp dph L npnbqpnitiihp 2kp popnphG Ynmilk, npmyfiknta
dp dowpnympnh papop wnudGipmG fwdwp oguiwljwp whuh
fiwbnhuwGuy:

CGnpfiwljw) LGp Uhkp gwpn wwnugwd odwubnulymplwig
fuwdwp: ‘vht GnppkG Shy. Umqpl 3wynpbwGhG YEpuwwfimwd &
U. vhputu Ghnphugh Spunwpwbp: MuinpkG Shy. Uhpulng
NupbwG np wGdE wnwd tp MunbGuiwé  uopfngpmh
qpuukGiwyh@ pwpbpwpmppiip, YpYiwywwnykg pp
Gmippunnmmpepilp: Hnpp mbyE PGnpwlugki MpG. Qofipuny
Prwqbwli wvnwGalig Unuslnpy uppuqué fiop qpuubiGkwyhb
pwplipupmpmbGp. puly ShpepnthpkG MpG. Rwpp UnnpmbwG hphG
YEpunywfitg wnwshG yupyh pGymGupwbp:

UGfwwnwlwbi  GmikpGhip  wpnkG puly ulfuwG Awubhy:
Uaitphunh wwpplip gpewliGhpkl, win dp GmppunnmGip hpliGg
Uiy m dnpp GmkpGhipp Yp npykG wlny b puwpwbpuljmt
iundwlyGipny: WGnGgik vhG Yp qpkp’ «UgGpwé mpwfu Ghp np
Unwgbnpnupwlp yYhppwwyku whwh odwmp hphl  Hudwp
wfifipudlin ynn nmpmehGGipny»:

Uhplh’ pupbluiiGlp, nppwG whwh hhunpupkhGp np uitG
fiwgy dwuliwlyhg nwnGuy dp dpwqphl: Up Jhwblp wyuntn pt
Yuptanpp' 2bp  dwuGwlygmphGi L, ny pk qmiéwpp' qnp Yp
yunljugGlp:

dwhgkp mnuplly p Gmipp, ¥Ed pyuy pt thopp: Gek
Y'mqkp juoupy vtip Uhqq. dwpympbwl winundGhptG dEymG Rlan, Yp
Jubnphlp np Yuy wuwfikp dkp fln:

Uhugl AinwdwyGh vp swih finm LGp dtquk:
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