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MILLIONS OF ARMENIANS DEMAND
THE REUNIFICATION OF KARABAGH WITH SOVIET ARMENIA
Diaspora in Solidarity with the Armenians in Armenia and Karabagh
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LETTER TO GORBACHEV

The following letter from Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian
was delivered to the Mission of the U.S.S.R. to the
United Nations on February 27, 1988.

Mr. Mikhail S. Gorbachev
Secretary General

Soviet Communist Party
U.S.S.R.

Mr. Secretary General:

It is with great concern that the Prelacy confirms
the current precarious situation in the region of Ler-
nayin Karabagh (Nagorno Karabagh in Russian) which
has been under the administrative control of Azerbai-
jan as a result of the Stalinist policies of the twenties.

Karabagh is an integral part of Armenia artificially
kept separate from the national territory of the
neighboring Soviet Armenian Republic. Its population
is over 80% Armenian and its history and economy
is closely linked to the Armenian mainland.

The Armenians of Karabagh have continuously
voiced their protest against Stalin’s arbitrary decision
to place their region under Azerbaijani rule which has
been singularly responsible for the inadequate pace of
modernization and development in the area, thus for-
cing a trend for the younger generations to migrate
to Soviet Armenia and elsewhere for better education
and opportunities.

The people of Karabagh have proudly preserved
their rich Armenian heritage against all odds; they have
been a major force in the development of the entire
Transcaucasian area; they have excelled in many sec-
tors of the Soviet economy, as well as in the arts and
sciences. They have given generously for the welfare
of Soviet society only to see their region deprived
systematically of its economic and cultural wealth.

Making matters worse, and in an effort to silence
the rightful demands of the people of Karabagh, since
February 25th the region has been subjected to the
assaults of unruly Azerbaijani elements; massacres
have been reported in the outlying areas where the
Armenian population is in the minority. Over 70
casualties have occurred during these disturbances for-
cing a large number of families to flee their village
homes and seek refuge in Stepanakert, the regional
capital of Lernayin Karabagh.

HIS HOLINESS KAREKIN II
SENDS CABLE TO GORBACHEYV

In the name of the Catholicosate of Cilicia, all of its
dioceses and its faithful, His Holiness Catholicos Karekin
II, has sent a cable to Mr. Mikhail Gorbachev, Secretary
General of the Soviet Communist Party, expressing
solidarity with the Armenian people of Karabagh and
Soviet Armenia, in the demand of the restoration of the

i 1cgmma.ta rights, of all.the Armenian people and for the

reintegration of the Province of Karabagh to Soviet
Armenia. He expressed his strong hope that the General
Secretary will positively respond to the legitimate aspira-
tions of the Armenian people to see that justice be restored
and that after so many years, a historical error be cor-
rected and Karabagh reattached to Soviet Armenia.

His Holiness Karekin IT also sent a cable to His Holiness
Vazken, I, Catholicos of All Armenians to express his full
support in all the efforts that Catholicos Vazken has
displayed and will continue to display towards a positive,
just and peaceful solution to this burning issue, so that
the Armenian people, in the near future, may see their
rights restored and dreams fulfilled.

Archbishop Ardavazt Terterian
Vicar General

At the present writing, thousands of Armenians in
Stepanakert are engaged in a massive hunger strike to
force the authorities to put an end to the violence and
harassment by the Azerbaijani elements of surroun-
ding areas. As a result, many Red Army armored-units
have taken positions around Stepanakert to prevent
further attacks from the outside.

Appalled by these shocking events, large numbers
of people have taken to the streets in Yerevan, the
capital of Soviet Armenia, demanding vigorously that
the right of Karabaghtzis to self-determination be
respected by the authorities and Lernayin Karabagh,
once again be made part of Armenia to which it
belongs.

The Armenian-American community and, in fact,
the entire Armenian Diaspora rises in support of the
rightful demands of the Karabagh Armenians. The in-
tolerable situation that has poisoned the lives of the
Armenian families as a result of the separation, and
has caused many unnecessary conflicts between Azer-
baijanis and Armenians in this mountainous part of
Armenia cannot be allowed to continue.

The Prelacy must bring this matter to the attention
of all concerned in the interest of true peace in the area.
Despite many difficult periods in their history, Azer-
baijanis and Armenians have been good neighbors in
many parts of Armenia and Azerbaijan and their con-
fessional allegiances are not at issue here. Karabagh
is an Armenian province; it borders Soviet Armenia:
it was part of the Armenian territory and was previous-
ly acknowledged as such by the Azerbaijani govern-
ment. The people of Karabagh have asked to join i
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KARABAGH’S SAD PAGE OF HISTORY

Both Greater Karabagh and Mountainous Karabagh,
on the eastern flank of historic Armenia, have always
been demographically and culturally an integral part
of the Armenian homeland.

The gradual weakening of the Armenian State in the
fourth and fifth centuries and the eventual political
dismemberment of Armenia created a dangerous
strategic situation for regions that were on the fron-
tiers, and were more exposed to invasions.

Karabagh known in Armenian history as Artsakh
was one of those regions that was forced to confront
repeated invasions from east and south by Mongols,
and various Turkish tribes of Central Asia. Perhaps
due to this fact, Armenians of Karabagh preserved a
strong sense of independence and were often able to
fight foreign invaders and prevent them from
establishing their political control over the region.
They were also able to preserve some ancient political
structures that by the late Middle Ages had become
known as Melikootiuns. The latter were the remanants
of the ancient Armenian princedoms, and played a
vital role in organizing the defenses of the region
against foreign invasions. Other parts of Armenia were
not so fortunate. Their political structures were
destroyed and by the 14th century most of Armenia
was left without political-military leadership, and at
the mercy of invaders.

In the 19th century, when Russia conquered Eastern
Armenia and the present international borders were
roughly created, Karabagh lost its remaining princely
families and was annexed to the Yelizavetoopol pro-
vince. The Meliks entered service in the Tsarist armies
as members of the royal class.

Until the outbreak of WWI this status-quo con-
tinued unchanged. However, as the news of the
Genocide taking place across the border in Turkish
Armenia reached Karabagh and those areas now sur-
rounded mainly by Azeri Turks, the situation began
to change. People started to fear for their lives specially
when Russia was engulfed in revolution in 1917 and
Armenia was left defenseless against a possible ad-
vance of the Turkish armies.

Azeri Turks obviously supported the Ottoman Turks
in their expansionist quest and were starting to threaten
and attack isolatd Armenian villages.

The need for a strong Russia defending Armenians
was felt. However, one has to look critically at the role
Russia played in the region and realize that our ‘‘great
christian brother’’ did nothing to return Karabagh to
the province of Yerevan, which would have facilitated
its future defense and security.-Tsarist policy was to
keep Armenia as small as possible and occasionally,
as in 1903-1905, fuel Armenian-Moslem antagonisms
and instigate armed clashes, expecially in ethnically
mixed areas.

The policy of divide-and-rule contributed to the
weak position of the Armenians when they were forc-
ed to confront the Turkish armies and the Azeri Turks
alone in 1917-1921.

The defeat and the subsequent retreat of the Ot-
toman Turks in 1918 and the establishment of the
Armenian Republic saved Armenia from immediate
annhilation, but Karabagh was still on its own to con-
front a hostile Azeri population that was conspiring
with the Turks.

'The Republic of Armenia was still too weak to ex-
tend its jurisdiction eastward and annex Karabagh. In
fact, the Ottomans were able to send thousands of
troops to Azerbaijan in order to capture the impor-
tant oil center of Baku. Azeri Turks, conquering Kant-
zag considered Karabagh their own and began a
systematic campaign to force the Armenian popula-
tion out of the region. The combined Turkish-
Arzerbaijani conspiracies prevented a cooperation that
was emerging at the local level between the Armenians
and the Azeri minority of Karabagh.

In September of 1918, Turkish forces fought their
way into Karabagh. They killed hundreds of Arme-
nians and destroyed numerous villages; later retreating
when they received an ultimatum from the British.
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1917 - 1923

However, the British authorities had their own in-
terests; mainly not to antagonize the larger Muslim
population in order to safeguard the oil center of
Baku. In this sense Russian, British and other Big
Power policies have always been remarkably similar.
The interests of the smaller and weaker Armenian na-
tion could easily be sacrificed for gaining the friend-
ship of the much larger Turkish speaking peoples.

The British in their turn allowed Azerbaijan, now
an independent state, to install a Pan-Turkish gover-
nor in Karabagh, opening the way for a possible future
annexation of the region. But still the final faith of
Karabagh was left to the decision of the Peace Con-
ference in Paris.

The Armenians refused to accept any Azerbaijani

control and the Turkish Governor, Sultanov imposed

a food boycott against Karabagh that starved
thousands of Armenians to death. Finally, the Arme-
nians accepted the temporary jurisdiction of Azerbai-
jan over Karabagh, pending a decision at the Peace
Conference. However, Sultanov demanded final an-
nexation in February 1920, and this led to a brief revolt
by the Armenians followed with brutal reprisals by
Azerbaijan.

In April 1920, the whole political picture in the
region changed when Azerbaijan became a Soviet
republic. This boosted the influence of communist in-
dividuals who began forming ‘‘revolutionary’’ cells in
Karabagh and other parts of Armenia. By the end of
June 1920, Karabagh, under the pressure of the Azer-
baijani based Red Army fell under the control of the
so called ‘‘Revolutionary Committee.”” Bolsheviks
started to announce that for the first time in history
Armenian and Turkish ‘‘brothers”’ could live together
in peace and harmony.

Despite these claims the Turks continued their har-
rassment of the Armenian population. Added to the
ethnic pressure was the Bolshevik zeal in bringing
Socialism to a country that had not yet entered the age
of capitalism. Many Azeri Turks, now utilizing com-
munism as an excuse, intensified their exploitation of
the Armenian population.

The Armenians refused to accept the Turkish-
Bolshevik yoke and continued to show resistence
throughout the first half of 1921. At the end, the Red
Army entered Karabagh with full force and after a
number of bloody battles, the leaders of the resistence
were forced to retreat into Iran.

With the independence of Armenia coming to an
end and with its complete sovietization by April 1921,
the Bolsheviks heralded the dawn of a new era.

On November 30, 1920, just after the establishment
of a Soviet government in Armenia, an official declara-
tion by Narimanov, head of Azerbaijan’s governlnent
promised the Zangezour and Nakhijevan were integral
parts of Armenia and that the people of Karabagh will
be given the right to self-determination.

From then on, Azerbaijani and other Bolshevik
leaders repeatedly reconfirmed the fact that these three
regions would be returned to Armenia. On June 12,

THE PROUD ARMENIANS

At the gates of Stepanakert, the capital city of
Nagorno-Karabagh, one sees an unusual monument.
The monument, by Sarkis Bagdasarian, is the symbol
of the unique character of the Karabagh and its in-
habitants. Made of red tufa stone, the sculpture depicts
Karabagh Armenians in national costumes, shoulder
to shoulder, in a proud and indomitable spirit. The
monument does not have a pedestal, and rightly so.
You’d think that it’s errupting out of Mother Earth,
and that they’re standing rooted in the land of their
forefathers.
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1921, the Government of Soviet- Armenia declared:

“Based on the declaration made by the Revolu-
tionary Committee of the Socialist Soviet Republic of
Azerbaijan and based on a mutual agreement between
the governments of Soviet Armenia and Azerbaijan,
from now on Mountainous Karabagh becomes an in-
divisible part of the Soviet Socialist Republic of
Armenia.”

Suddenly, a few days later, it became apparent that
the Russians had changed their position and were lec-
turing the Armenians about caution in demanding the
return of Karabagh.

On June 26, the government of Azerbaijan declared
that it was opposed to returning Karabagh to Armenia
and if that happened against the will of the Azerbai-
jani leaders, they would instigate an anti-Soviet revolt
in Azerbaijan.

Despite this threat, a mixed meeting of the com-
munist leaders with the participation of Stalin deci-
ded on July 4th to unify Karabagh with Soviet
Armenia. However, this was a clever maneuver by the
Bolsheviks who suddenly overturned their own deci-
sion, 24 hours later, and declared that Karabagh will
remain a part of Azerbaijan. This decision remained
in force and in 1923, Karabagh became officially “‘An
autonomous’’ region with Azerbaijan.

Many accused Stalin as the main conspirator, who
was motivated by Georgian territorial interests and did
everything he could to close the case in favor of
Azerbaijan.

Of course, it is not difficult to attribute such an anti-
Armenian decision to Stalin. Most probably, he was
the main culprit. Nevertheless, it is obvious that the
whole Soviet Government was and still is responsible
for the great historic injustice done to the Armenian
people. Whether under pressure from the Turks, or
for any other diplomatic convenience; the fact is that
a clear and official promise made to Soviet Armenia
was not honored.

The Armenians always felt that having suffered so
much hardship during the Stalin years and having
sacrificed so many lives for the defense of the Soviet
Union in WWII, deserved more.

The Armenians of Karabagh continued to suffer of-
ficial and unofficial discrimination at the hands of
Azerbaijani authorities. Numerous instances of pre-
meditated murders of Armenians by Turks have been
publicised. The authorities have always either declared
the killings unsolved murders or let the criminals go
free without the necesssary punishment.

In 1965, twelve Armenian leaders appealed to the
Central Committee of the Soviet Communist Party
demanding the reunification of Karabagh with Soviet
Armenia. On August 8, 1966, the Moscow instructed
the governments of Armenia and Azerbaijan to closely
study the issue and submit their views for a final set-
tlement of the dispute. The Azerbaijanis won the day
by arguing that if Karabagh is returned to Armenia,
anti-Soviet feelings might spread among Muslims.

Once again, the Soviet government conveniently ac-
cepted Azerbaijan’s ‘‘explanation’’ and the issue was
swept under the rug. More killings and acts of van
dalism take place against the Armenians, who con
tinued to appeal to the authorities for justice.

In 1987, the Armenians of Karabagh losing all pa
tience and unwilling to tolerate their unbearable situa:
tion intensified their peaceful protests, and this time
seventy-thousand Armenians in Soviet Armeni
demonstrated their support by signing a petition fo
reunification. Many student groups, labor unior
leaders and intellectuals began a campaign to suppor
the Armenians of Karabagh, in addition to express
ing their grievances on other matters. This popula
movement finally led to the huge demonstrations tha
took place in Soviet Armenia, Georgia and Karabagh
Now the history’s decision is once again left to the
communist party of the Soviet Union.

The whole world is watching the drama with an:
ticipation. The small region of Karabagh once agair
attracts the attention of the world.

M. Soghomiar
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The Arslanian family from
Belgium made a generous contribu-
tion towards the expenses of this -
special issue.

Heartfelt thanks.
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HAVING A BLAST IN YEREVAN 1!

Since February 21, Thousands Have Demonstrated in the Armenian Capital

Ten days after the gigantic demonstrations that
brought together hundreds of thousands of people in
Yerevan, the capital of Armenia, Armenian
eyewitnesses who experienced these 20 days of
freedom, help us reconstruct more accurately the
events as they occurred.

The first demonstrations, those of the 23rd and 24th
of February, and the last, that of the 27th, brought
together approximately 100,000 persons. They
gathered at the Opera and its vicinities. On the 23rd
and the 24th, it expanded and reached Lenin Square,
where the government is housed. As the first
demonstrators arrived after marching 1400 meters, as
seen from Lenin Sq. and the Amirian Street, the last
quarter of the demonstrators had not yet left the
Opera. ,

During the demonstrations of the 25th and 26th,
when the numbers of demonstrators had exceeded half
a million, the downtown area was not large enough
to accommodate the participants, due to the circular
shape for the streets, and they flooded neighboring
avenues. It was not considered practical to march in
one porcession. Only those who bore signs and ban-
ners, or delegations who were given the assignment of
transfering petitions to the government, could cut
through the regular path of the Opera-Lenin.

The Opera Square was equipped with a sound and
video system, furnished by the television station. A
video circuit retransmitted on an enormous screen the
events of the tribune or showed scenes of the
demonstrations as seen from Lenin Square or other
corners of the city. Bullhorns sprang out of
everywhere, furnished by the university and the strik-
ing factories.

Demonstrations, gathering up to 100,000 persons,
also took place in Kirovakan and Leninakan, two
other main cities of the Republic.

In Georgia, at Thilisi, whose Armenian inhabitants
constitute a third of the population, and at
Akhalkalaki, demonstrations also took place with the
pariticpation of many Georgians. Delegations were
sent to present petitions to the Armenian government.

The security service of the student body had rein-
forced the government orders and alcohol was banned
from the demonstrations, however, in the homes,
where the party mood was high, the wine glasses were
bottomless.

A grandmother in Yerevan recalls: ‘It was a week
of craze and partying. Just as on May 8, 1945, total

A group of Armenian demonstrators

strangers would congratulate and embrace each other
in the crowds or sing a dance. The young brought their
kids and went to the demonstrations with their
(musical) instruments. The homes looked like dor-
mitories with mattresses all over the place. We had
family over from the country, but the kids brought
home strangers whom they had met on the street and
who didn’t have lodgings. There was a constant move-
ment of people who had to be fed and who needed
to sleep. The young were calling everywhere: Moscow,
Tibilisi, Bakou, anywhere we knew people to tell them
of the events and to find out what was going on
elsewhere. It was the same thing all over the
nelghborhood We hardly slept at night and even less
in the daytime. At night the enacious ones continued
to demonstrate. There was constant traffic between the
street and the house. The young palavered, wrote
manifests or sang patnotlc songs until the wee hours
of miorning.”” *....3 e e
Liberation

Paris, March 7, 1988

Armenian demonstrators in Etchmiadzin. The banner reads: Gorbachev, Etchmiadzin is with you.
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LETTER TO GORBACHEY

(Cont. from page 1)

Armenian Republic. The families on both sides of the
border cannot remain separated any longer.

The Soviet Union has entered a new era of reform
and reconstruction. The government of Mr. Gor-
bachev has already taken many steps in the right direc-
tion. There is worldwide appreciation for the current
positive developments taking place in the Soviet
Union. Mr. Gorbachev has confirmed that the future
Soviet policy on nationalities is the most vital issue of
Societ society. The Prelacy concurs with this assess-
ment and maintains that the burdensome baggage of
the Stalinist era must be dropped at once, and the
healthy principles of self-determination underlying the
Soviet Constitution and the United Nations Charter
be made to prevail in the matter of nationalities.

What we see in Karabagh and Soviet Armenia to-
day is an act of faith; the people’s faith in the integri-
ty of their government’s avowed policies. What hap-
pens in Karabagh will set the future pace of Glasnost
and Perestroika in the Soviet Union. The eyes of the
Diaspora Armenians, and indeed the civilized world,
are now focused on Moscow, expecting that the
following principles be adopted by the authorities as
a first positive step:

a. The Soviet authorities must reaffirm their sup-
port to the unalienable right of the nationalities
to self-determination.

b. The Karabagh Armenians must be given their
chance for the orderly exercise of their right of
choice in this matter.

c- And substantive steps must be taken in order to
guarantee the physical well-being, as well as the
property and the cultural heritage of the Arme-
nian population not only in Karabagh, but also
throughout the Azerbaijan Republic.

Respectfully submitted on this 27th day of February,
1988. ;

ARCHBISHOP MESROB ASHJIAN
Prelate

Armenian Abostolic Church of America
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