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THE NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLY
CONVENES IN PROVIDENCE, R.L

His Eminence; Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian with the clergy of the Eastern Prelacy.

The Religious Conference and the National
Representative Assembly of the Eastern Prelacy of the
Armenian Apostolic Church of America and Canada,
convened in the Sts. Vartanantz Armenian Apostolic
Church of Providence, R.I. from May 12 to 15, 1987.
The Prelate, His Eminence, Archbishop Mesrob Ash-
jian, presided over the convention in which over eighty
clergy and lay delegates took part.

THE RELIGIOUS CONFERENCE

Tuesday, May 12th was devoted entirely to the
Religious conference held in the Sts. Vartanantz
Church, with the participation of twenty-one clergy.
Morning and evening periods of meditation and prayer
were part of the day’s schedule.

The conference opened with the remarks of His
Eminence, Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, and a word
of welcome by Rev. Dr. Mesrob Tashjian, Pastor of
the Sts. Vartanantz Church. Following these remarks,
the Tivan was formed.

His Eminence, Archbishop Ashjian, in his address,
presented his thoughts and assessments, concerning the
accomplishments of the past year and focused on the
role of the pastor in the community. He then made
a general overview of the situation of the Armenian
Church, pointing out the critical issues, and the ma-
jor problems facing the church. Serpazan challenged
the clergy to work and strive to the best of their
abilities, against all odds, to improve the situation. In
this respect, he stressed the importance of the newly
ratified guidelines for the clergy and the need for all
to respectfully adhere to them. These guidelines set the
norms that are to govern the religious, liturgical, and
the administrative life of the church. The Prelate went
on to present and discuss the following projects;:

1. The training of five candidates for priesthood —
candidats will pursue their theological education at
three seminaries in New York and Boston. Plans
will also be developed for their in-service training,
in local churches.

2. Seminars will be planned and organized for deacons
and acolytes.

3. Appropriate ways and means will be adopted to im-
prove the celebration of Holy Week, based on
reports compiled from questionnaires sent to
parishes.

4. Organize a national commemoration of the 80th an-

niversary of the passing of Khrimian Hairig.

After the Prelate’s message the conference continued
its deliberations and activities, which focused on the
ethics of the Armenian marriage and the phenomenon
of exogamy among Armenains.

The first lecture was delivered by a theologian, Dr.
Vigen Guroyan on the ethics of the Armenian mar-
riage. Then, Archpriest Mesrob Tashjian presented the
results of the 1985-86 marriage statistics compiled by
the Prelacy. He pointed out the major problems and
the existing trends. The participants expressed their
concern over the high rate of mixed marriages, and
discussion focused on the means to fight this extremely
worrisome phenomenon. These discussions were
facilitated by the presentation of the third lecture by
Dr. Garbis Armen of Ottawa, Canada, who discuss-
ed the geographic factor in marriages and the uses of
the computer to help increase the number of Arme-
nian marriages.

Other matters were also discussed. One was the issue
of the English versions of the Bible, and the question
of which version to authorize to use in the Armenian
Church.

The Conference ended with Serpazan’s blessings.

THE NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLY

The National Representative Assembly convened on
Wednesday, May 13th, 1987 at 2:30 p.m., in the Holi-
day Inn Hotel, Providence. The Prelate invited the
eldest delegate, Col. Harry Sachaklian, and the
youngest, Mr. Sarkiss Kuzigian to act as Chairman and
Secretary, respectively, of the temporary Tivan. His
Eminence, the Prelate formally opened the meeting
with the Lord’s Prayer.

The Pastor of the host church, Rev. Dr. Mesrob
Tashjian, and on behalf of the Board of Trustees, Mr.
Kegham Balemian, welcomed the delegates. Follow-
ing their remarks, the meeting proceeded with the
scheduled agenda. The Credentials and the election
Committees were formed, and the permanent Tivan
was elected as follows: Col. Harry Sachaklian and Mr.
Zaven Sarkisian as co-chairmen; Mr. Gourgen
Assatourian, as Armenian Secretary; Mrs. Susan
Erickson as English Secretary.

The convention heard a telegram from His Holiness
Karekin II, Catholicos of the Holy See of Cilicia.

The Prelate, as President of the Convention,

Archbishop Ashjian with the NRA 1987 participants.

directed telegrams to His Holiness, Karekin II; to the
President of the United States, Ronald Reagan; to the
Prime Minister of Canada, Bryan Mulroney; and to
the Governor of Rhode Island.

Rev. Archpriest Moushegh Der Kaloustian,
Secretary, presented the Annual Report of the
Religious Council and Mr. Nerses Chitjian, Chairman
of the executive Council, presented the Executive’s An-
nual Report.

Upon the request of the Prelate, prayers were said
for the deceased clergy and delegates of the Armenian
Apostolic Church.

The second session of the NRA convened at 7:45
p.m. at which time Mr. Nerses Chitjian, Chairman of
the Executive Council and His Eminence, Archbishop
Ashjian, delivered their messages.

The session ended with a special prayer taken form
the Compline service of the Armenian Church. It was
moving to see the delegates reciting the ancient prayers
of St. Gregory of Nareg and St. Nerses Shnorhali’s
““In faith I confess.”

The third session of the NRA convened on May
16th, 1987, at 9:45 a.m. After approving the reports
of the Religious and Executive Councils, the delegates
were grouped into five panels: (1) Armenian Educa-
tion, (2) Christian Education, (3) Constitutional Af-
fairs, (4) Finance, Budget and Audit, (5)
Administrative.

Panel reports were presented at sessions IV, V, and
VI of the NRA and were approved, with minor amend-
ments and changes.

The NRA in its sixth session, took up the issue of
the administrative unity of the Armenian Church in
America. Mr. Nerses Chitjian, Chairman of the Ex-
ecutive council, gave a report on the issue. A discus-
sion followed in which over thirty delegates spoke on
the issue. Finally, after the Prelate spoke on the sub-
ject and recommended a few amendments to a pro-
posed resolution, the NRA unanimously voted to ac-
cept the amended version which reads as follows:

‘““The National Representative Assembly Resolves

1. The Prelate’s views are adopted as those of the
NRA in their entirety.

2. The Prelate’s views should be published in their en-
tirety and represented to the Armenian-American
community as the views of the NRA.

3. The NRA authorizes the Prelacy Executive council

(Cont. page 5)
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His Eminence, Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian with the participants of the NALG Seminar.

The New England Regional Ladies Guild Seminar,
sponsored by the National Association of Ladies’
Guilds of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America,
was held at St. Gregory’s Armenian Apostolic Church
of Indian Orchard, MA, on Saturday, March 28, 1987.
Welcoming remarks were given by Rev. Fr. Antranig
Baljian, Pastor.

The Rev. Antranig Baljian lectured on ‘Do Women
Have Rights in the Church,” highlighting three Biblical
references: Acts 9, on Tabatha (Gr. Dorcas) who, as
a simple and pure God-loving woman, had the posi-
tion in the Church as a seamstress who sewed all of
the garments for the townspeople. Her death was
mourned by the whole town but the Apostle Paul
brought her back to life because of her faithfulness
and purity; Romans 16: 1 & 2, on Phoebe, Deacon-
ness of the Church, a servant caring for the widows,
orphans, sick and needy. When she was to be sent to
Rome, Paul wrote to the heads of the Church to
receive her in the Lord as in the manner of the Saints,
such was her faithfulness in the Lord; and Acts 18 (also
found in Timothy), on Priscilla who worked with her
husband Aquilla, a tentmaker, who brought many to
the Lord through witness, preaching the Scripture and
through deep faith. All three women, however dif-
ferent in their roles (official as deaconness or unof-
ficial as seamstress or evangelizing) made an
everlasting impact, and as such, have been recorded
in the Scriptures. Women play an important role as
“‘Keeper of'the Flame” because they are more spiritual
and cultivate this with God through bringing up and
nurturing the child. It was also noted, to the surprise
and delight of the attendants, that there were three (3)
women who served in the Parliament of the Armenian
Republic (an elected position), which, unfortunately
is not a well-known fact. Questions and concerns were
voiced by the ladies following the lecture which Der
Antranig very satisfactorily addressed. The session
recessed for a delicious Lenten Luncheon prepared and
served by the St. Gregory’s Church Ladies’ Guild. At
this time, the women not only shared the food but
reflected on the lecture and shared their thoughts.

The remainder of the afternoon was devoted to a
“‘Rap’’ session open to discussions and sharing of
mutual problems. Rev. Antranig Baljian, Mrs. Grace
Bagdasarian and the other members of the executive
gave explanations and views when possible. Obvious-
ly, the topics addressed are too numerous to list, but
some of the prevailing concerns were: Defining the
roles of the Ladies Guild in terms of their contribu-
tion to the Church in roles other than the kitchen.
Women, especially today, are better prepared, educa-
tionally, socially, etc., more so than ever before in
history, and do have the ability to serve in ad-
ministrative and liturgical positions (barring only the
priethood). While we have these rights, using them is
quite another story. We do not exercise them and we
must fight (peacefully and orderly) to gain these rights
through the proper channels, from the local to the in-
ternational level.

Another issue experienced and voiced by our ladies
was the ‘burn-out’ syndrome and the need for our
younger sisters to join and lighten our burden — thus

ideas for recruiting new members to carry on were
shared.

The exact role/function of the NALG was asked to
be defined since there have been so many misconcep-
tions and misunderstandings, especially in the New
England region. Once the role of the NALG was defin-

ed by members of the executive body as to their non- .

governing status, rtesponsible to the Prelate and
Executive Council only, to serve as a unifying link bet-
ween the Guilds; an atmosphere of acceptance and
understanding prevailed and discussions on mutual
guild problems were addressed and suggestions for im-
provement shared. Many issues and concerns were ex-
pressed throughout the afternoon for which the ladies
were very grateful to share.

It was truly the Holy Spirit guiding the women dur-
ing this day of sharing concerns and feelings for their
Church; for they are the hardest and most dedicated
servants of Our Lord. They concluded the day, hav-
ing met new friends from sister communities, hoping
to see each other again; but most importantly, with
a renewed spirit and commitment to carry on their very
important work. Rev. Sahag Vertanesian gave the
benediction and lead in the singing of Giligia. All in
all, it was a fun-filled and spirit-filled day and we thank
His Eminnce, Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, the NALG
and, most of all the St. Gregory’s Pastor, Der Antranig
for his spiritual guidance throughout the day and for
his most interesting lecture, and the Ladies Guild of
St. Gregory’s for being such gracious hostesses.

BLB

10TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
SPECIAL PRAYERS FOR HIS HOLINESS
CATHOLICOS KAREKIN II

On the occasion of the 10th anniversary of the elec-
tion and consecration of our beloved Catholicos, His
Holiness Karekin II of the Great House of Cilicia as
our Holy Father, we ask that all the Pastors and
Boards of Trustees of the churches of our diocese of-
fer special prayers for His Holiness at the end of the
Divine Liturgy on Sunday, May 24, 1987.

We suggest that our pastors preach that day, dur-
ing their sermons, on the Catholicosate of Cilicia and
our beloved Pontiff, and to invite all the faithful to
offer heartfelt prayers for His Holiness’ good health
and for the prosperity of the Armenian Church and
nation and also for the peace of Lebanon.

Prayerfully

ARCHBISHOP MESROB ASHJIAN
PRELATE
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PRELACY LADIES’ GUILD

HAS MOTHER’S DAY LUNCHEON
Mrs. M. Soghanalian Named
‘““Mother of the Year”’
by Gilda Kupelian

Close to 300 guests were present at the traditional
Mother’s Day Luncheon sponsored by the Prelacy
Ladies Guiid at the regal St. Regis Hotel in New York
City. The sumptuous luncheon-fashion show was at-
tended by guests who had hailed from as far as
Lebanon, Venezuela, California, Florida, Penn-
sylvania, Connecticut and the New York, New Jersey
Metropolitan area.

The elegant ladies in hats and spring fashions look-
ed radiant. Sophistication and beauty were
omnipresent.

Following cocktails, lunch was served in the
magnificent Penthouse of the St. Regis to the sounds
of a violin and piano played melodiously in the
background.

Mrs. Gilda Kupelian, who acted a Mistress of
Ceremonies, welcomed the guests by showing ap-
preciation to those who believe in ‘‘the most noble of
all causes, that of motherhood.”

Archbishop Ashjian was then invited to introduce
the *“‘Mother of the Year.”” He spoke of ‘‘the extraor-
dinary bond”’ that exists between a mother and a child.
He then spoke of the lady, who widowed early in life,
took charge of a family of four children, raised them
in the fear of God and instilled in them values and vir-
tues that include compassion, generosity and faith. The
lady in question was Mrs. Maritza Soghanalian,
“Mother of the Year’” and mother of Sarkis
Soghanalian of Miami, Fla.

H.E. Archb. Mesrob Ashjian presenting the “‘Mother of the
Year’’ award to Mrs. Maritza Soghanalian.

Deeply affected by the Archbishop’s introduction,
Mrs. Soghanalian said a few touching words of
gratitude. She also made gentle allusions to the late
mother of the Archbishop. She was followed by Mrs.
Sarkis Soghanalian, her daughter-in-law, who in her
soft-spoken manner attested to the goodness and kind-
ness attributed to her mother-in-law. It was the latter
that offered help and compassion to Mrs. S.
Soghanalian upon her own mother’s death.

The Prelate also acknowledged the presence of Mrs.
Anais Harfz ‘(Mrs. Soghanalian’s daughter), Mrs.
Soghanalian (her other daughter-in-law) and little
Maritza (her grandaughter) and Ms. Joanne Mitchell,
Mr. Soghanalian’s Executive Secretary.

A delightful fashion show continued the festive
mood of the day thanks to the Gazebo Fashion Bou-
tique of Bloomfield, NJ and the comments delivered
by the dynamic Jan Cordasco. Cottons and linens
adorned with gorgeous accessories preceded chiffon
and silk dresses. Beautifully beaded and trimmed
gowns were modeled gracefully in the finale, while the
models held satin and ostrich feathered masks and end-
ed the show by giving out black and white balloons
to the audience.

A raffle drawing of exquisite gifts was ably con-
ducted by Mrs. L. Sahagian with the assistance of Mrs.
C. Matigan, Mrs. S. Zadourian, Mrs. J. Adanalian,
and Mrs. A. Babikian-Gulamerian.

The gifts ran the gamut of gold, silver, crystal and
leather.

To show her gratitude for the honor bestowed upon
her, Mrs. Soghanalian donated carnations to all the
ladies present. Serpazan then invited all on behalf of
Mrs. Soghanalian to the Prelacy for continued
celebration.

HisEminencewas absolutely right when he said that
““if a job is needed to be done well, ask the ladies,
they’ll take the initiative.

The Mother’s Day luncheon-fashion show was a
tremendously successful event diligently and har-
moniously engineered by all members of the Prelacy
Ladies Guild.

Above all an appreciative audience makes all the dif-
ference in the success of an affair.
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THE NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLY

(Cont. from page 1)

to resume direct talks with the Diocesan Council
for a free exchange of ideas and to seek new and
positive approaches for the administrative unifica-
tion of the Armenian Church in America, based on
the resolutions of past NRAs.

4. The Executive Council should keep the Armenian-
American community continuously informed as to
steps it may take in this regard.”’

As forseen by the agenda, elections were the last
business of the convention. The following elections
took place:

— Mr. Bedros Givelegian, Bedros Tashjian and An-
tranig Toumayan were elected to the Auditing
Committee. ’

— Mr. Nazareth Emlikian was elected World
Delegate.

—Archpriest Moushegh Der Kaloustian and Arch-
priest Arshag Daghlian werereelected for a two-
year term to the Religious Council.

— Finally, Mr. Nerses Chitjian, Onnik Petrossian and
Dr. Rouben Khatchigian were reelected as members
of the Prelacy Executive Council. Richard Sarajian,
Esq., was also elected for a two-year term.

The NRA came to an end with the closing remarks
of the Tivan and Archbishop Ashjian. All the par-
ticipants left the meeting with a strong sense of hav-
ing accomplished a great deal, in a period of only two
and a half days.

THE CONFERENCE OF THE NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION OF LADIES’ GUILDS

As has been the custom for the past four years, the
Annual Conference of the Association of National
Ladies’ Guilds was planned to take place simultaneous-
ly with the NRA, May 13-16, 1987.

After the election of the Tivan, the participants
heard a lecture from Rev. Dr. Goriun Shrikian on the
Importance of the Armenian Mother in the Church.
The conferehce also reviewed addition to the existing
by-laws of the NALG, and heard speeches by His
Eminence, Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian and Mr.
Nerses Chitjian, Chairman of the Executive Concil.
On the second day of the conference, the participants,

after hearing reports from twelve local guilds, exchang-

ed ideas about their activities and at the end elected
a new Executive committee:- - - e

Grace Baghdasarian
Oski Ozradjian

Alice Khatchadourian
Elizabeth Sadjian
Nardouhi Selverian

Chairlady
Vice-Chairlady
Rec. Secretary
Corres. Secretary
Treasurer

NRA GALA BANQUET

The Annual NRA Gala Banquet started at 7:30
p.m., Friday, May 15, 1987. More than 270 guests
from Providence and other cities and states were
present.

After dinner was served, Mr. Nerses Chitjian
welcomed the guests and the program commenced at
10:00 p.m. .-

The main item of the program was the presentation
of special awards to some members of the Providenc
Sts. Vartanantz Church, with long years of dedicated
service to the Armenian Church and community. After
the remarks of Mr. Kenneth Balemian, Chairman of
the Sts. Vartanantz Church, the following individuals
received their special awards:

Mr. Haig Barsamian
Mr. Karnig Ohanian
Mr. Krikor Garabedian
Mr. Vartkes Markarian
Mr. Vartkes Caprielian

The program included a musical interlude consisting
of classical Armenian songs by Miss Joanne Mourad-
jian, accompanied on the piano by Diana Smirnoff,
which captivated the audience.

The program contirtued as Archpriest Dr. Mesrob
Tashjian after giving a bried biographic information
about Archpriest Vahan Ghazarian, invited the Rev.
Father to receive a special award that came as a total
surprise. Archpriest Ghazarian has served the Arme-
nian Church for 36 years.

Then, Archpriest Arsen Hagopian invited Ar-
chpriest Asoghig Kelejian to receive the next award,
which was also a complete surprise for the recipient,
who heartily thanked Archbishop Ashjian.

At the close of the banquet the Prelate invited the
audience to pay their respects to those Gamavors from
Providence who went to Armenia to fight for her in-
dependence, and who are no longer with us. He end-
ed his remarks by stressing that the 87 NRA by the
participation of 26 communities, was a very fruitful
event.

Archpriest Vahan Ghazarian receiving his special award.

Archpriest Asoghig Kelejian addressing the audience after
receiving the special award.

Mr. Vartkes Caprielian being presented with his award.

Mr. Krikor Garabedian receiving the award from the Prelate.

NRA RESOLUTION ON GENOCIDE
75STH ANNIVERSARY

During the VIth plenary session of the NRA, held
in Providence, R.I., the following resolution, proposed
by Sts. Vartanantz Armenian Apostolic Church of
Providence, was adopted:

““Whereas, the approaching memorial date of April
24, 1990 will mark the 75th Anniversary of the begin-
ning of the first systematic attempted destruction of
our nation in this century;

““Whereas, all the Armenian population were driven
from their homeland, massacred by orders decreed and
executed by the Ottoman Empire, paving the way for
the creation of a new infamous word, that of
‘GENOCIDE’;

‘““Whereas, the remnants of such genocide and their
stripes the ‘NEW ARMENIANS’ need to solemnly
memoralize such tragic event, to properly implement
TRIBUTE to our fallen martyrs, and acquaint the
world with historical facts;

““Whereas, in order to accomplish our task and to
prepare for the upcoming observation of the 75th An-
niversary of the genocide, The NRA convened on this
date Resolve to direct its Executive Council to engage
in a fact finding mission, of how best to formulate
plans within the Armenian Community in order to pay
tribut to our martyrs with total participation of All
Armenian Religious bodies irrespective of their
theological inclinations or jurisdictional affiliation:

““Be it resolved that these findings will be instrumen-
tal in the creation of a permanent body, encompass-
ing the Whole Armenian Community, to manifest its
commitment to the memory of the 1,500,000 martyrs
perished in 1915;

“Be it resolved that the Executive Council shall
bring forth on or before the NRA of 1988 all its fin-
dings and recommendations;

“‘Be it resolved that the adoption and implementa-
tion of these actions should indicate our unconditional
desire to work shoulder to shoulder in harmony and
walk hand in hand in solidarity with all our brothers
and sisters in whatever endeavor to achieve the pro-
per memorial towards our Martyrs with the help of
our ALMIGHTY.”

CONGRESSIONAL REMEMBRANCE OF
THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

The annual Congressional remembrance of the
Armenian Genocide took place on Thursday, April 23,
1987. The House met at 11:00 a.m. and Archbishop
Mesrob Ashjian offered the following prayer.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit, amen.

Almighty God, Divine Leader of all nations, bestow
Thy blessings on this Nation and this august body that
they may be ennobled in the constant search for peace,
freedom, and justice for all mankind.

We thank Thee in the name of the Armenian peo-
ple for Thy eternal wisdom and divine mercy in pro-
viding them a safe refuge in these United States from
the ravaging inhumanity of their enemies.

We beseech Thee on this day, to be mindful of the
Armenian prople who sorrowfully commemorate the
72nd anniversary of the martyrdom of 1,500,000
Armenians in 1915. Mindful of Your teachings, we ask
not for retribution or revenge but for repentance and
redemption.

We pray that never again on this earth will the hor-
ror of genocide afflict any of Thy children. Spare them
the grief and anguish which we continue to suffer to
this day.

Grant to all of the nations of mankind, the com-
passion and love which Thy Son offered to us through
His sacrifice, that we may live freely with joy and hap-
piness amidst all the glories of Thy creation. Amen.

Mr. Karnig Ohanian receiving his award.
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MERGING LUTHERANS:
A DYING AND A BIRTH

From April 30 to May 3, Lutherans gathered in
Columbus, Ohio to say farewell to three beloved chur-
ches, and witnessed the birth of a new one. The precise
moment of birth of the 5.3-million-member
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America may
technically have come with the passage of constitu-
tional documents by the 1,045 delegates to the con-
stituting convention. But the symbolic, emotional mo-
ment — the one the photographers captured for
history — came in an opening liturgy when water from
three huge glass jars was poured into a common bap-
tismal font.

Where did the water come from? Did the American
Lutheran Church bring water from Minneapolis? Did
the Lutheran Church in America’s water come from
New York and Philadelphia? Was the water jug of the
Association of Evangelical Lutheran Churches filled
in St. Louis? Or did worship planners fill all three con-
tainers with tap water from faucet in the Onio Center?

Never mind. The symbolism of mingled traditions
was moving and appropriate. It was repeated later in
festival Eucharist when the presiding bishops of the
three bodies poured wine from three vessels into a
single silver chalice.

Herbert W. Chilstrom, the Minnesota LCA bishop
elected top leader of the new church, told a reporter
that his greatest hope for the ELCA was that it could
be ‘““much more inclusive than it is — a church like
that envisioned in the Book of Acts.”” Expressing
discomfort with defining the ELCA as ‘‘an American
church,”” he said: ‘““We need to pull together the
threads of what has been and become truly catholic’’
— meaning universal.

Bishop Chilstrom was not the only leader to say that
merging Lutherans regard themselves as ‘‘Evangelical
Catholics.’”” The term became almost a buzzword or
motto for the convention. By reclaiming those two
words, the Lutherans have signaled that the terms are
not the exclusive property of other Christian groups,
that both preaching of the Word and celebration of
the sacraments will have a central place in the ELCA.
Presiding over the constituting convention was the man
who had chaired the sessions of the 70-member merger
commission, William A. Kinniston, president of Wit-
tenberg Univrsity in Springfield, Ohio. The conven-
tion had its high moments, but the mood was often
somber, the joy subdued rather than exuberant.
Lutherans are perhaps temperamentally not given to
cheering. Some fervently voiced the conviction that
unity was both a good thing and a long-overdue step,
but the sentiments of others were expressed by an ALC
Nebraskan who said that Lutherans in her part of the
country weren’t excited about the merger and hadn’t
wanted it at first. ‘““But it’s going to be all right,’’ she
declared.

On April 30, as the 2.0-million-member LCA mark-
ed a 25-year history in its final convention, Bishop
James R. Crumley, Jr., prayed, ‘“Bless all the places
where our Lutheran heart has been. Heal the sorrow
caused by the closing of our church.”

A few hours later, when the 2.3-million-member
ALC had its last hurrah, Presiding Bishop David W.
Preus led a frankly nostalgic review of the 27-year-old
denomination’s life. ‘‘we need some closure. We have
finished a chapter.”’ he said.

And John Tiejen, an officer of the 11-year-old
AELC — the small denomination formed by dissidents
who broke away from the ultraconservative Lutheran
Church-Missouri Synod in a doctrinal dispute — told
a reporter that a final gathering of AELC represen-
tatives was ‘‘poignant but rejoicing. We accomplished
what we set out to do.’’ The ALC and the LCA would
have merged eventually anyway, but the AELC is
generally credited — or blamed — as being the catalyst

that got the merger movement going.

The ELCA does not officially begin operations un-
til January 1. Before that come a variety of other of-
ficial activities. These will include constituting conven-
tions of regional synods, installation of Bishop
Chilstrom in Chicago (the new church’s headquarters)
in September, and naming of heads of national church
agencies. But it was clear in columbus that for
members of the Evangelical Luthern Church in
America, there had already been a birth. A new era
in Lutheranism had arrived.

Jean Caffey Lyles.
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SPECIAL OFFER

By The Prelacy Bookstore
Until July 31, 1987

An Unprecedented Publication

““4 Monumental Work”’

The Institute For Armenian Problems, (Munich-Germany) has published the first of
10 VOLUMES OF THE COMPLETE DOCUMENTARY COLLECTION:

THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

654 pp., beautiful leather-bound, LIMITED EDITION, list price $75.00

Ovr Special offer including postage & handling until July 31, 1987 @ $69.00

ORDER FORM

Please send me
postage & handling, (SPECIAL OFFER).

copies of THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE VOL. I at $69.00 each including

Enclosed is my check made out to Armenian Prelacy Bookstore for the amount of $

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE

ZIP

Mail your check or money order together with this form to:

Armenian Prelacy Bookstore ® 138 East 39th Street ® New York, NY 10016 ¢ (Tel. 212-689-7810)
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