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BLESSING OF THE GROUNDS OF
SOURP GARABED MONASTERY

AND BLESSING OF THE FOUNDATION OF MARITSA SOGHANALIAN RETIREMENT HOME

Father and son Soghanalian with the help of the Prelate laying the cornerstone of the new Sourp Garabed Vank

One June 7, 1987 a historical event took place. The
grounds of the SOURP GARABED VANK, a future
Church and cultural complex, were blessed with the
Holy Muron.

Surrounded by citrus trees, Armenian clergymen,
flag bearing boy scouts, and a hundred others marched
to eyewitness lthis event. The air was filled with Arme-
nian melody, the Deacon’s frankinsence, the eyes with
tears of joy.

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, Prelate of the Arme-
nian Apostolic Church, was in full regalia and heading
the marchers. The chorists sang hymns from the
liturgy. Soon they arrived to an area covered by a tent,
where an Armenian prayer was heard for the first time

During the ceremony, Deacon Sevag Kendirjian read
a passage from Isaiah, Mrs. Anais Hartz-Soghanalian
read a passage from St. Paul’s, and Florida’s pastor,
Very Reverend Shahe Panossian read from St. John.
His Grace, Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian then an-
nointed the corner stone.

The Soghanalian family was represented there by
Mr. Sarkis Soghanalian, the Monastery’s godfather,
his mother, Mrs. Maritsa Soghanalian, his spouse,
Mrs. Shirley, his sister, Mrs. Hartz-Soghanalian, his
son, Mr. Garo Soghanalian and other relatives and
friends. After annointment, Archbishop Ashjian in-
vited Sarkis and Garo Soghanalian to break the ground
and together put the corner stone.

The Soghanalian family has donated the land for
the Monastery in memory of Garabed Soghanalian,
Mrs. Maritsa’s late husband.

Following the annointment and groundbreaking, the
Maritsa Soghanalian Retirement Home cornerstone
was annointed. This home is for the Armenian aged.

Serpazan Hayr then gave his speech: ““I bear tidings
from Armenians from all corners of the globe,
especially to those who dedicate their life to love and
cherish their church and people, for the sake of one
nation. It is a time of growth in our community; seven
months ago, the St. Gregory Church in Vancouver was

consecrated. There are churches in New York, Chicago
and Toronto under construction. Blessed are those
who build churches and Armenian schools, because
it is through these establishments that Armenians keep
their identity, retain their culture and remain true to
their heritage.

Today, in Florida, we saw the fulfilment of a dream,
which is unique in its category. It is after all not only
a church, nor a mere school, nor just a sports arena,
but all of the above. This piece of land, bearing the
name of St. Garabed, will contain a monastery, a
cultural house, a sports complex and a retirement
home. All this was accomplished thanks to Mr.
Soghanalian, who donated the land, in memory of his
father, the late Garabed Soghanalian.

The annointment and groundbreaking ceremony to-
day is very special to us, because we are a people who
yearn for land, for we have lost most of our homeland
and are orphans.

Very Rev. Shahe Panossian, reading the Pontifical encyclical
declaring Mrs. Maritsa Soghanalian “‘Princess of Cilicia’’

The meaning of land is far greater for us, for as
Christians, we believe we are made of dust, and it is
to dust we shall return. In between life and death, there
is our common dream, the reality of our Land, and

(Cont. page 2)

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
PASSES HISTORIC RESOLUTION
ARCHBISHOP ASHJIAN SENDS MESSAGE

On June 18, 1987 the European parliaament,
the supra-national legislature of the European
Community, passed a historic resolution
recognizing the Armenian Genocide and calling
upon Turkey to negotiate with the Armenians
and resolve the Armenian Question (Hai Tad)
peacefully. This victory is no doubt a great step
forward in the pursuit of our national rights.

The following is the text of a telegram that
Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian sent to the Presiden-
cy and members of the European Parliament
urging them to pass the resolution.

THE PRESIDENCY AND MEMBERS OF
THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
PALAIS DE L’EUROPE

STRASSBOURG 67006 (FRANCE)

ON BEHALF OF THE ARMENIAN RELIEF SOCIE-
TY, HAMAZKAIN CULTURAL ASSOCIATION, AND
HOMENTMEN SPORTS ORGANIZATION AND ON
OUR OWN BEHALF, THE PRELACY OF THE ARME-
NIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH OF EASTERN UNITED
STATES AND CANADA, WE URGE YOU TO ADOPT
THE RESOLUTION REGARDING THE ARMENIAN
QUESTION CURRENTLY ON YOUR AGENDA.

IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THE WORDING PREVIOUS-
LY ADOPTED BY THE POLITICAL COMMITTEE BE
AMENDED TO ACCURATELY CHARACTERIZE THE
ARMENIAN EXPERIENCE AS GENOCIDE IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH THE OPINION OF AUTHORITIES
WORLDWIDE.

WE ALSO URGE YOU TO TAKE THE INITIATION
IN RENDERING THE PROCESS OF DIALOGUE BET-
WEEN THE REPRESENTATIVES OF ARMENIANS
AND TURKS TOWARD PEACEFUL RESOLUTION OF
THE ARMENIAN QUESTION.

PRAYERFULLY YOURS

ARCHBISHOP MESROB ASHIJIAN, PRELATE,
PRELACY OF THE ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH
OF EASTERN UNITED STATES AND CANADA

THE FIRST ANNUAL SEMINAR
FOR DEACONS AND ACOLYTES

The first annual seminar for deacons and acolytes
took place from June 29 to July 3, 1987, at the Carmel
Retreat House in Mahwah, New Jersey, located at the
foot of the Ramapo Mountains. Fifteen participants
and six instructors came from the East Coast, the Mid-
West, and Canada, to be part of this five-day course
which studied the liturgy and music of the Badarak,
as well as the Armenian faith in general, under the
supervision of Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian. The
seminar also included a visit to the renovated Prelacy
building and St. Loosavorich Cathedral in New York,
and concluded with a practice badarak performed at
Sts. Vartanantz Church in Ridgefield, New Jersey.

The Retreat was divided into three houses, and most
of the participants stayed in private or semi-private
rooms. The average day for a participant would begin
around 7:00 a.m., as the Very Rev. Anoushavan would
visit each participant’s room and say, ‘‘Good morn-
ing, boys,”’ pouncing on those who did not respond.
After everyone was ready, to some extent, the group
would walk up to the Main House Chapel, where
morning services were held.

Breakfast was eaten at the Main House, and the first
lecture would begin after everyone was finished. There

(Cont. page 3)
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SPRINGFIELD, MA

Celebrate ‘‘Azadootiun’’ is one of 20 banners hang-
ing between the columns of the twin Symphony and
City Halls. Each banner, written in a different
language, reflects the ethnic make up of the city and
proclaims the celebration of liberty on the occasion
of the bicentennial of the American constitution.

Photo by ARMEN TASHIIAN
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OUTREACH

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian
Prelate
Mary Hamparian - Editor

QUTREACH (USPS 426-490) is published monthly by the Prelacy
of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America, 138 East
39th Street, New York, New York 10016, (212) 689-7810. Unsolicited
manuscript will be considered for publication; please include a
stamped, self-addressed return envelope. We reserve the right to edit
articles in order to conform to space limitations. Signed articles do
not necessarily reflect the policy of the Armenian Apostolic Church
of America. Send all correspondence to the above address to the
attention of the Editor. Printed in the United States of America,
Second class postage paid at New York, N.Y. 10016.
Postmaster: Send address changes to Outreach, 138 E. 39th St. New
York, N.Y. 10016
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DIVINE LITURGY PERFORMED
IN MINNEAPOLIS

At the request of the Armenian Cultural Associa-
tion of Minnesota (ACOM) His Eminence Archbishop
Mesrob Ashjian, Prelate, dispatched Rev. Fr. Antranig
Baljian of Indian Orchard, MA, to visit the twin cities
of Minneapolis and St. Paul over the weekend of May
16 and 17 to perform divine liturgy.

Fr. Antranig arrived on Saturday, May 16 and was
the guest of Mr. Steve Merjanian, treasurer of ACOM.
That evening a choir rehearsal was held at Mr. Mer-
janian’s home, conducted by Ms. Peggy Vartanian
who also directed the choir during the divine liturgy.
Although for the past few years, ACOM has made ar-
rangements to have divine liturgy performed at least
two times a year during the Easter and Christmas
seasons, this visit by Fr. Antranig marked the first time
that a priest from the Prelacy has visited the
community.

On Sunday afternoon, May 17, solemn divine liturgy

was performed at Minneapolis’ Immaculate Concep-
tion Roman Catholic Church. Approximately 70 peo-
ple attended Badarak, which as it unfolded, created
within the hearts of those in attendance, a great sense
of spiritual joy and excitement, which found its fulfill-
ment as the hymn of the kiss of peace resounded
throughout the church and the faithful embraced one
another with the long-awaited Easter greeting ‘‘Krisdos
Haryav ee Medrelots ...”’
In his sermon, Fr. Antranig conveyed the fatherly
blessings of the prelate Archbishop Mesrob and
greeted the faithful on his behalf. He went on to speak
about the spiritual message of Easter and the Lord’s
resurrection and the need of Christians to participate
in the resurrection by forming a close personal rela-
tionship with the risen Savior.

““Open your hearts to the message of the Gospel and
invite Jesus Christ to become the Lord of your life,”’
he said. ‘‘As we celebrate His glorious resurrection,
let Jesus Christ be resurrected in your heart and let
Him come alive in your life, that He may dwell in you
and you in Him.”

During the offering of Holy Communion, the en-
tire congregation first confessed their sins and then
stood reverently before the celebrant to receive the
Holy Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.

After the services, Sharon Anne, the infant daughter
of John and Cynthia Ericsson (who, coincidentally was
born on April 24) was christened in the presence of
the entire congregation who, like one big family, re-
mained after church to participate in this most joyous
occasion.

The day’s activities culminated with a dinner at a
local restaurant. Ms. Nairi Hasset, president of
ACOM, expressed her heartfelt thanks to Fr. Antranig
for his visit. She also explained the purpose and ac-
tivities of ACOM which was founded in 1980 to
perpetuate Armenian culture in the Upper Midwest
and which, over the past seven years has done just that
through such activities as an annual picnic, participa-
tion in the twin cities’ annual Festival of Nations,
publication of an organizational newsletter as well as
the sponsorship of the two divine liturgies.

In his turn, Fr. Antranig expressed his heartfelt
thanks to ACOM and his best wishes and blessings to
the Armenian community of Minnesota. After an
evening of intimate and warm fellowship, everyone
returned to their homes emotionally drained, yet
spiritually filled from an exquisite weekend of wor-
ship, fellowship and the celebration of a rich cultural
and spiritual heritage.
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SOURP GARABED MONASTERY

(Cont. from page 1)

our belief of that land is the key to our existence.

Our land has been the muse of our writers and poets,
and it is on these grounds that we shall continue to
grow.”’

Following his speech, Serpazan hayr invited the Very
Rev. Shahe Panossian to read Catholicos Karekin II’s
Gondag, addressed to Mrs. Maritsa Soghanalian, in
which he bestowed upon her the title of Lady of the
Cilician See. The Prelate then pinned the insignia on
her chest. The air was filled with the song ‘“Cilicia’’
and it started to rain. The attendees then con-
gradulated the Soghanalian family and wished them
well.

Following the ceremonies, the Board of Trustees and
the Lady’s Guild invited the attendees to an open air
luncheon. The festivities ended around 7 p.m., and the
congregation parted in a joyful spirit.
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THE PASSING OF UNCLE HERMAN

The following telegram was sent by Archbishop
Ashjian on the sad occasion of the passing of Mr. Her-
man Torigian on May 10, 1987.

R
Pastor and Board of Trustees
St. Sarkis Armenian Church
Dearborn, MI.

We are appalled at the passing of our dear friend,
Herman Torigian. We mourn the death of a devoted
Armenian, who had a life of commitment to his church

and community. We will miss his jovial presence, his .

wit and cherish his memory.

Our condolences to the Pastor, Board of Trustees
and family and to the church and to the community
of Detroit.

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian - Prelate
Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America

Late Mr. Herman Torigian with Archbishop Ashjian during
the 1986 NRA in Detroit, Michigan

TWENTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
CONSECRATION OF ST. GREGORY THE
ILLUMINATOR CHURCH OF PHILADELPHIA

The Armenian community of greater Philadelphia
area marked the 90th anniversary of St. Gregory the
Illuminator Church, during the week-end of May
22-24, 1987.

On Friday, May 22nd, after a dinner, the pari-
shoners relived the moments of intense emotions and
joy, when they watched a sixteen millimeter movie of
the consecration of the church and a banquet held 20
years earlier.

Of course, many were younger then, but they still
thanked the Almighty for the strength He has given
them to live and work in their community. And
naturally, there were also sad moments when the au-
dience saw their friends, relatives and community
members in the movie who were no longer with them.

On Sunday morning His Eminence, Archbishop
Mesrob Ashjian celebrated the Divine Liturgy and
delivered a message on the occasion. In the afternoon,
during the anniversary dinner, the Prelate presented
special medals to some forty members of St. Gregory
Church ladies’ Guild who for 25 and more years had
served their church with great dedication.

Archbishop Ashjian presenting medals to the members of
the Ladies’ Guild

"7 EMERSON HOME HOLDS ~
43RD ANNUAL FATHER‘S DAY PICNIC

Even the brief afternoon shower failed to dampen
the festivities at the 43rd Annual Fathers’ Day Picnic
at the Home for the Armenian Aged, Emerson, NJ
on Sunday, June 21st. .

Entertainment began mid-afternoon with the
Seroondner Armenian Folk Singers & Dancers perfor-
ming to the sounds of the John Berberina Ensemble.

Co-Chairs Vahakn and Hasmig Hovnanian joined
the Home’s President Armenak Mardirossian and
Executive Director Leah Tegnazian at the dais. Mr.
Mardirossian began by asking the crowd to observe
the traditional moment of silence for the Armenian
Martyrs.

His Eminence Archbishop Ashjian called upon Armenians
to participate in their community with ‘‘Heart and Soul”’

Picnic Chairman Vahakn Hovnanian struck a
responsive chord as he greeted the crowd by wishing
a Happy Fathers’ Day to all the fathers’ present. Mr.
Hovnanian then ordained Mr. Mardirossian a ‘super
Armenian’ and presented him with a cap he’d found
while vacationing in Hawaii (see photo).

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian addressed the pic-
nickers next, saying that he was proud that the Arme-
nians had stayed, despite the rains, to hear the pro-
gram, terming it ‘‘a lesson in faith.”” He then noted,
““With the faith of the Armenian people, nothing will
be missed.”” The Archbishop continued, ‘‘May God
bless all those who support Armenian organizations,”’
but urged the Armenians to assume a more active role
within their community, saying, ‘‘I want to see par-
ticipation with heart and soul.”
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THE FIRST ANNUAL SEMINAR
(Cont. from page 1)
would be five forty-five minute periods each day, three
before lunch and two right after. The first two periods
of each day would be devoted to the Badarak, dis-
cussing the various movements and prayers of the
liturgy as well as their symbolic meanings. Parficipants
were instructed in the proper use of the poorvar, or
censer, kshotz, or fans, and candles. They also were
taught the meanings of the various prayers and invoca-
tions, and why they were included in the Holy Liturgy.
The next three periods were normally spent learn-
ing the introits and jashoo sharaganner, the ‘‘chants
of the feast.”” These are the introductory passages to
the Bible readings during the Badarak, and they vary
according to the feast calendar; for example, there are
different chants for Easter, Christmas, St. Vartanantz,
and many other holidays. These were read, translated,
and sung by the participants. This would conclude the
morning session of classes.

T

The Seminar participants visiting the Prelacy

After two hours of free time, usually spent on the
athletic field, dinner and more free time, Bible study
would take place. Led by Fr. Antranig Baljian, this
study explored two major topics for this seminar, the
diaconate, or the service of a deacon, and the
Havadamk, the Nicene Creed, the cornerstone of
Christian belief. The participants would read careful-
ly selected Bible passages and discuss their meaning
as to serving Christ as a deacon, or as to what Chris-
tianity means. These Bible studies culminated in a final
portrayal of Christ’s death, a death that would save
the world. These periods helped to relate the Bible to

- church life; something that is quite often neglected in

modern studies.

Each day would end with an evening program.
These ranged from a slide show of an expedition to
‘Mt. Ararat, led by Mr. Hamlet Nersesian, to a con-
cert of Christian music by John Berberian, and Jack
Baghsarian. Films were shown of the reconstruction
of the past in Kessab and of the groundwork of the
future and the seventieth anniversary celebration in
Washington.

The instructors were: Archpriest Mesrob Tashjian,
Rev. Khoren Habeshian, Rev. Nerses Manougian, the
Director of the Program was Very Rev. Anoushavan
Tanielian, assisted by Deacon Sevag Kendirjian.

Friday noon, a luncheon was offered at Sts. Var-
tanantz Church, hosted by the Pastor, Archpriest
Vabhrij Shirinian. Each participant received a certificate
and the Prelate offered some gifts to the instructors.

All in all, the seminar was informative yet entertain-
ing. Of course, people entered into the seminar with
mixed feelings, but after five days of reflection and
study, everyone was glad that he had come. This
seminar is to be the first in an annual series of
seminars, which when completed, will give the in-
dividual the right to become a full deacon. However,
anyone may attend this seminar next year or the year
after, and, indeed, this is an excellent program for
anyone who is interested in the Armenian Church.

Onnig Dombalagian

PRELACY'’S ST. NERSES LIBRARY

The St. Nerses library is now in the process of be-
ing reorganized in the newly renovated Prelacy
building. The library is housed in a beautifully expan-
ded section of the 3rd floor. But what is even more
encouraging, is the interest that many Armenian
organizations and individuals show toward the moder-
nization of the library.

The Agnouni Chapter of the Armenian Relief
Society in- New Jersey has donated a new set of the
Encyclopaedia Britannica. This has tremendously
helped in the modernization of the reference section.

Similarly, the Ladies’ Guild of Sts. Vartanantz
church of Providence has donated $1,500 for the pro-
curement of new books.

Once St. Nerses Library, with thousands of
volumes, is completely reorganized, it will certainly be
very useful for students and researchers who are in-
terested in Armenian subjects.
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SPECIAL

LAND AND CULTURE
ORGANIZATION

In its first decade of existence, the Land and Culture
Organization has produced two 16 mm color documen-
taries. The first, entitled ‘‘St. Thaddeus’’, was shot
in Aderbadagan, Iran, during the campaigns in
1977-79, while ‘‘Kessab, Voice of the Land’’ was film-
ed in Syria, in 1986.

According to the Armenian tradition, the monastery
of St. Thaddeus was built where the apostle Thaddeus
(who was evangelizing Armenia according to the
historian Agathangelos), and St. Santoukhd were mar-
tyred. The film was shot on location at St. Thaddeus,
with the monastery as a background. Sequences cover
the different areas of the province of Ardaz, such as
Magou, a principality which existed until the 15th cen-
tury, and Avarayr. There are scenes also of villages
of the regions of Khoy and Urmia. Towards the end
of the documentary, one can visually participate in the
joy experienced during the annual pilgrimage. But St.
Thaddeus is much more than an historical pilgrimage
site. It is a symbol of the revival of all things Arme-
nian thought to have been long lost. The Land and
Culture Organization had its first campaigns at St.
Thaddeus and it supports the continuous restorations
that will help save this monument.

The second documentary, prepared by members of
the LCO, was shot on location in Kessab, in North-
West Syria. Not far from Moussa Dagh, and near the
Mediterranean Sea, this township is composed of some
15 villages, grouped around springs. The population
of a few thousand Armenians has already been in-
filtrated by non-Armenians, which threatens the
cultural balance. The villagers lead a traditional life,
an exceptional environment worth knowing and
preserving, in an anthropological sense. Land and
Culture members visit the Kessab community several
times a year. Unlike the ‘‘St. Thaddeus” film,
““Kessab, Voice of the Land’’ not only documents the
township and the villagers, but gives them the oppor-
tunity to speak out, lets them describe their daily lives
and tell us their legends alongside their heroic cam-
paigns against the invading forces. The beautiful se-
quences are touching, the feeling of YERGUIR is
strong.

The LCO is very much in debt to Arthur Sarkissian,
who produced, directed and was the cameraman for
both documentaries. For the second film, he had the
invaluable help of Isabelle Ouzounian in post produc-
tion, and Jean-Etienne Akian for the musical render-
ings on the santour.

LAND & CULTURE
ORGANIZATION’S

VIDEOS NOW AVAILABLE

Videocassettes of the movie shot during the 1986 cam-
paign in Kessab are now available. Send your
checks/money order for $45.00 + $2.00 for postage
and handling to:
The Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church
138 East 39th Street New York, N.Y. 10016

OFFER

An Unprecedented Publication

THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

10 VOLUMES OF COMPLETE DOCUMENTARY COLLECTION, 654 pp.,
Beautiful leather-bound, LIMITED EDITION, list price $75.00
Special offer, including postage & handling until August 31, 1987 @69.00

ORDER FORM

Please send me
postage & handling, (SPECIAL OFFER).

copies of THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE VOL. I at $69.00 each including

Enclosed is my check made out to Armenian Prelacy Bookstore for the amount of $

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE

ZIP

Mail your check or money order together with this form to:

Armenian Prelacy Bookstore ® 138 East 39th Street ® New York, NY 10016 ¢ (Tel. 212-689-7810)




