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KHRIMIAN’S CAULDRON
AND THE IRON LADLE*

‘“— Blessed and dear Armenian people.

““— All of you with acute interest are anxiously and
impatiently waiting to see what sort of tidings has Khri-
mian Hayrig brought with him from the Congress of
Berlin and what will he say about Article 61 which the
powerful states of the world granted to the Armenian
inhabited provinces. Listen carefully to what I have
to say, understand profoundly their meaning and then
go and think about my work ...

“You know that according to the decision of
Patriarch Nerses and the National Assembly, we went
as a delegate to Berlin in order to present the Arme-
nian Case to the Great Powers attending the Congress.

__We had great hopes that the Congress would grant

peace to the world and freedom to the small and op-
pressed nations among them our own. The Congress
convened and the statesmen of the Great Powers
assembled around diplomatic tables covered with green
cloth while the delegates of small and oppressed na-
tions were waiting outside the Congress. In the mid-
dle of the Congress on a table covered with a green
table cloth was placed a big cauldron of Harriseh from
which big and small nations and states were to receive
their share. Some of the participants were pulling
towards the East, others were pulling towards the West
and after a long argument they began to call in order
one by one the delegates of the small nations. First the
Bulgarian walked in followed by the Serb and
Gharadaghian; the rattling and clinking of the sabres
dangling from their sides attracted the attention of
those present. After much talking these three delegates
drew their sabres and using them as iron ladles dip-
ped them in the cauldron of Harriseh, took their por-
tion and departed proud and dauntless. It was now
the turn of the Armenian delegate. I drew near with
the paper petition given to me by the National
Assembly imploring them to fill my plate with Har-
riseh, too. The officials standing around the cauldron
at that time asked me. ‘Where is your iron ladle? It
is true that Harriseh is being distributed here but one
who doesn’t have an iron ladle can’t approach it.
Hearken this, if in the near future should Harriseh
again be distributed, at that time don’t come without
a ladle, you will go back emptyhanded.’

““Ah! dear Armenian people, could I have dipped
my Paper Ladle in the cauldron, it would sog and re-
main there! Where guns talk and sabres shine what
significance do appeals and petitions have?

“And I truly saw that next to the Gharadagh and
Bulgar delegates there were several brave youth; blood
was dripping from the sabres hanging from their sides

.. at that time I turned my face making believe that
I was searching for my Zeytountsi, Sassountsi,
Shadakhtsi or other brave mountaineer or peasant. But
where were they? People of Armenia, tell me, where
were those brave souls? Shouldn’t one or two of them
have been by my side so that showing the bloody sabres
to the diplomats of the Congress I could have exclaim-
ed. ‘See my iron ladles, they are here, ready! But alas

.. I had only a paper petition which got wet in the
harriseh and we returned empty handed ... In truth,
if they had compared me with the delegates of the Con-
gress, I was taller than they were and my facial features
(Cont. page 3)

* Delivered at the Cathedral of Constantinople in 1878
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where Khrimian Hayrig was ordained Vartabed in 1854
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LISTEN TO THE
ARMENIAN OUTREACH RADIO
EVERY TUESDAY MORNING
AT 8:00 A.M.

105.9 FM (NY, NJ, & CN)
DIRECTED BY V. BABOGHLIAN
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KHRIMIAN’S CAULDRON
(Cont. from page 1)

were more attractive. But to what avail? I had been
given a piece of paper, not a sabre and for that reason
we were deprived of harriseh. In spite of all, in view
of the future, going to the Congress of Berlin was not
useless.

‘‘People of Armenia, of course you will understand
what the gun could have done and can do. Therefore
dear and blessed Armenians, upon returning to your
fatherland, each of you take a gun as a gift to your
friends and relatives, again and again, arm yourselves!
People, place the hope for your liberation on yourself,
use your intellect and muscle; man must toil himself
in order to be saved ...
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HAYRIG
A celebration of Khrimian Hayrig’s Life and Vision
Under the Auspices of

His Eminence Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian,

Prelate Armenian Apostolic Church of America

On Sunday, November 8, 1987, at seven p.m.
at St. Bartholomew’s Church, New York City - 50-th and Park
For tickets & reservations please call

Armenian Prelacy (212) 689-7810 ® Prelacy Ladies’ Guild (718) 544-1727 e St. Illuminator’s Cathedral (718) 424-3758
St. Vartanantz Church (201) 943-2950 ¢ St. Sarkis Church (718) 631-7603 ® Hamazkain of N.Y. (718) 639-2467
Iran-Armenian Society (718) 268-8722 e Vaspouragan Society (201) 261-9525

TWO LANDS
(For KHRIMIAN HAIRIG 1820-1907)

by Diana DerHovanessian

““Every man has two fatherlands, his own and France.”

Victor Hugo
“Every Armenian has two fathers, his own and
Khrimian Hairig.”’ Vazken Catholicos, 1957

Every woman has two motherlands, her birthplace and
Eve’s valley, Armenia.

Every woman has two Edens, the one that was lost and
the one she seeks.

Every Armenian woman has two fathers,
her own and the one who remembered her in the 19th
century devastation by the Turks,

Khrimian Catholicos, who would not be surprised to
have a woman writing a poem for him 150 years after
his struggle for equal education, equal vote for women.

He was of those people who, for centuries had women
poets, matriarchs and queens.

He would not be surprised to have poems written for
him in a language not his own.

As an Armenian traveling, to see the leaders of Europe
for his people he understood many ways,
although he spoke only Armenian.

He would not be surprised

by the fact that he was claimed

by the revolutionary and religious
and the women’s movement as father.

He was the man who stopped on the street

in Constantinople to tell the Armenian porters
carrying trunks on their backs to go home
and leave their jobs to pack animals.

When they told him their work
would earn them a place in the kingdom
of God, he said, yes,

but it was the place reserved
for horses and donkeys.

He would not be surprised
at the celebrations
in his name in church and school.

He was the one who built schools
brought presses to Armenia,

and when the Czar sent for keys
for the church treasuries

he said, no, the keys to his church
belonged to the people.

He would not be surprised by change.
He liked to surprise.

He was the one who wrote about
the grandfather at his grandson’s wedding
making a toast to the boy’s next marriage.

But, babig, I am just married.
What a strange joke.

No, my child, said Khrimian Hairig’s
“‘grandfather’’, your next vows
should be to the land.

Khrimian Hairig lived the life of the land,
lived the life of the mind,
and walked the path of the revolutionary.

He was the shepherd boy who grew up
to teach Armenians
men and women, not to act like sheep.

VISIT THE PRELACY
BOOKSTORE

When Visiting New York City

(HOURS HAVE BEEN CHANGED)
THE BOOKSTORE IS OPEN

Tuesday - Saturday
9-5

(Closed Mondays)




