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HAYRIG - AFTER 80 YEARS

The audience at the Khrimian Hayrig Commemoration

The evening of Sunday November 8th will always
remain alive in the collective memory of the Armenian
American community. On that day we paid our tribute
to Khrimian Hayrig, the tourchbearer of our modern
national identity and aspirations.

The commemoration of the 80th anniversary of
Khrimian Hayrig’s passing was organized by the
Armenian Prelacy and included a number of projects
culminating in a main event held on November 8th in
the St. Bartholomew’s Church in NYC.

The program commenced at 7:15 p.m. with more
than one thousand people present. Mr. Onnic
Marashian, the Chairman of the Commemorative
Committee, delivered his opening remarks and invited
the audience to rise for Gomidas’ Orhnerk
Hayrabedagan performed by the NY Hamazkain
Chorus conducted by Mr. Vartkes Baboghlian. Then,
Very Rev. Anoushavan Tanielian read anEncyclical
from His Holiness, Karekin II addressed to  His
Eminence Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian on this occa-
sion. ‘‘By the means of this Catholical Encyclical,and
with infinite gratitude we salute the 80th anniversary
of His passing, which we view as a source of inspira-
tion for our faithful, devoted and beloved people, so
that the values and virtues of Khrimian Hayrig will
be revitalized in our national life.

Karekin Vehapar’s message was followed by a
message that Khrimian Hayrig had sent to Armenian-
Americans in 1895 through the use of a gramaphone.
Archpriest Moushegh Der Kaloustian read the Arme-
nian text and Dr. Haigaz Grigorian read the English
translation.

A deep silence followed Hayrig’s message. Then, a
beautiful and strong voice broke the silence. Ara
Berberian, the famous opera singer from the
Metropolitan Opera, sang Gomidas ‘Mogatz Mirzeh’.

A beautiful portrait of Khrimian Hayrig was stan-
ding on the stage. It is the work of Levon Mnazaka-
nian, oil on canvas, that is now displayed in the Hov-
nanian Hall of the Prelacy. The artist in the most
sincere way has portrayed his inner feelings.

Berberian also sang H. Janigian’s Hayrig-Hayrig
which for many years has been so popular among the
Armenians.

At this point Mr. Onnic Marashian, the M.C. in-
vited Dr. Vartan Gregorian, President of the New
York Public Library, to deliver his keynote address.

Dr. Gregorian with a wide historic perspective
presented Khrimian Hayrig’s life and works. Indeed,
to understand His life and accomplishments, is to
understand modern Armenian history.

The New York Hamazkain Chorus once again per-
formed two very famous works: Voghp Vaspouragani
and Hayrign Hayots. All the lights were turned off and
as the background music put the audience in mood,
Hayrig’s picture appeared on a large screen and the
special multi-media presentation of His life prepared
by Dr. Hrant Markarian for this occasion began. The
audience tremendously enjoyed this slide show that will
be available as a video cassette in the near future.

Ara Berberian presented another song, Khoh, writ-
ten by Mr. Vasken Mouradian for this commemorative
event. Mrs. Hourig Sahagian was accompanying on
the piano.

Another original creation was Diana Der Hovanes-
sian’s new poem Two Lands which was recited by
Michael Kermoyan, the famous Broadway Star.

Finally, the moment arrived for His Eminence Arch-
bishop Mesrob Ashjian to deliver his address on the
occasion. It was obvious that the Prelate was extremely
happy to see the enthusiasm of the audience and the
success of all the projects that he had worked hard to
realize.

Archbishop Ashjian first thanked the members of
the Commemorative committee and all those who had
devoted their time and talent to this important pro-
gram. He then spoke about Khrimian Hayrig’s ideals,
values, patriotism and his humble ways. What made
Hayrig an admired leader were the qualities of his
character, his impartiality, his strong will and love of
the people.

The Prelate also announced his plans for erecting
a statue of Khrimian Hayrig in the Liberty Park in
New Jersey. It is the creation of Mr. Arto Chakmak-
jian, an Armenian Artist from Canada. He added,
however that in these days of severe economic crisis
in Lebanon our priority should be to assist our
brothers and sisters many of whom are in immmediate
need of food and other necessities. Hayrig would not
be happy to see his expensive statue built, while Arme-
nian children went to school without a breakfast and
shivered in the winter cold. Now is the time to help
the Armenians in Lebanon and prove to Hayrig that
we are indeed his rightful heirs.

(Cont. on page 2)
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HAYRIG - AFTER 80 YEARS

(Cont. from page 1)

At the end of the program, Serpazan also read a
prayer like message that Khrimian Hayrig had sent to
all Armenians. The program ended at 9:20.

Those who had not had the chance to pick up copies
of a new book HAYRIG, a combined English and
Armenian volume, went to the lobby of the church
where there were also copies of a beautiful large poster
of the great churchman and patriot.

Eighty years after his death, His grandchildren not
only remember Him and pay tribute to His life and
vision, but they also make a commitment to pursue
His dreams...
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JOURNAL OF THE SOCIETY FOR
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1985-1986 by The Society for Armenian
Studies, California 1986 20.00
AN ARMENIAN MISCELLANY, Win-

dow on History by Aram Terzian, Paris

1969, 248 pp. 7.00

THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE.
Documentation, Volume 1, by Institute
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TEHLIRIAN, A.R.F. Vartanian
Gomideh translated by Vartkes
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CLASSICAL ARMENIAN CULTURE,
Edited by Thomas J. Samuelian,
University of Pennsylvania. Armenian
Texts and Studies 4, U.S.A. 1982 13.00
DEFINITIONS AND DIVISIONS OF
PHILOSOPHY, by David the Invincible
Philosopher. Translated by Bridjet Ken-
dall and Robert W. Thomson, Universi-
ty of Pennsylvania, Armenian Texts
and Studies 5, U.S.A. 1983, 192 pp.
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Hardcover
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MEDIEVAL ARMENIAN CULTURE,
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REFUGEE FAMILY REUNITES

The relentless efforts of many individuals and
organizations finally paid off when two young Arme-
nian refugees of Iranian citizenship, after a long
ordeal, arrived in the United States from the Far East.

Robert and Albert Petrossian, respectively 26 and
23 years old, who had left Tehran in 1972 to study in
the Armenian school of Calcutta, India, were forced
to leave India and go to Thailand where they were im-
prisoned, later released but given notice of deporta-
tion back to Iran. They faced a bleak and hopeless
future.

In 1984, when the Iranian Embassy in India refused
to renew their passports, the Indian Government did
not renew their visas. The only solution for the Petros-
sian brothers was to find another country of refuge.
However, no country would accept them with expired
Iranian passports. They obtained other false passports
and went to thailand where they were arrested and im-
prisoned for nearly 18 months.

During this period the two brothers appealed to UN
officials who were not able to arrange their release,
although they were accorded UN refugee status. In the
harsh prison conditions, with no knowledge of the
local language, they decided to go on a hunger strike
to have their voice heard. The US Embassy contacted
the prisoners but refused to accept them as refugees.
Italy and Australia also rejected their requests.
However, the UN was able to free them on bail on
June 23, 1986, on condition that they had to find a
country of refuge or be sent back to Iran.

At this crucial juncture, Mr. Eigil Nansen, a
Norwegian humanitarian, learns about the case and
informs a friend, Mr. Setrak Agonian of Woodside,
NY, a successful Armenian immigrant. Mr. Nansen,
himself the grandson of a famous Norwegian
humanitarian who helped thousands of survivors of
the Armenian Genocide of 1915-18, is a UN refugee
official.

Mr. Agonian immediately appeals to Congressman
Thomas J. Manton of New York who, together with
Congressman Carlos Moorhead of California, arrange
for a petition by the mother of the two brothers, a re-
cent legal immigrant herself, residing in California.
The congressmen work hard for a speedy processing
of that petition by the US Immigration authorities.
Finally, the case is resolved and the two brothers ar-
rived in New York City on Monday, November 9.

On Wednesday, November 11, a press conference
was held at the Armenian Prelacy. Robert and Albert,
along with their mother and Mr. Agonian, spoke about
the incredible chain of events that started in India in
1984 and ended happily in New York this week.

Upfuu- Ubupny Ufibwb, Shy. Mbwpnubwb by Ubnpuy
Uynbbwl, dwdijny wunijhup plpugfhi:

A very sensitive message from Eigil Nansen was read
during the press conference: ‘“No one can do
everything for everybody, but everyone can do
something for somebody. In this perspective of true
humanitarian devotion our hearts will be filled with
sincere joy as we will be exposed to the picture of a
lonely mother being finally and permanently reunited
with her two sons.”’

Robert and Albert could hardly speak. Their trembl-
ing voices showed the long months of hardship and
strain. Still, they consider themselves fortunate, and
appealed to all to help other refugees who had no one
to turn to.
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YOUNG ADULT RETREAT

““In His Steps ... Developing Your Christian Walk”’
was selected by AREC as the theme for this year’s
Retreat which took place November 13 - 15, 1987, in
Barlin Acres located in Boylston, Massachusetts.

Alumni gathered together to ‘‘review and reflect”’
with Aghavni Bashian as Der Antranig Baljain in-
troduced the first time retreat participants to the Bible.
A chronology of events in the life of Khrimian Hayrig
was presented by Der Vazken Bekiarian. Participants
were reminded of the story of the petition which
became the paper ladle for the herissa at the Berlin
Conference. We shared our first meal of herissa
prepared by Mrs. Yester Garabedian, parent of one
of the participants. Copies of the Petition that Hayrig
took to the Conference, accompanied each bowl of
herissa and later, posters of Hayrig were distributed
to everyone compliments of His Eminence, Arch-
bishop Mesrob Ashjian.

Inspiration and deep insights followed as we listen-
ed to Aghavni Bashian expound on the theme, ‘“In His
Steps ... Developing Your Christian Walk’’.

Archdeacon Aram Stepanian brought us in touch
with Scripture as he shared from God’s Word. “‘Jesus
said, ‘Follow Me’ ** was the title of his talk.

The film, ‘““Heavenly Deception’’ was featured and
is based on a true story of an all-american boy — a
senior in college, on the dean’s list, president of his
fraternity — a leader in his own right who is deceived
by the sublety of a cult that ‘‘seems’’ Christian in ap-
pearance but is deceptive in doctrine. Unless one is
educated in the Christian faith, he or she stands little
chance in defending the faith against a Moonie who
‘““seems’’ to have all the answers. Meals were prepared
by Agnes Melkonian, Rose Baljian and Beverly
Papazian, members of Holy Trinity Armenian Church
in Worcester and the food was donated by Jack
Kachadourian. For these precious people, we are tru-
ly grateful.

JOANNA BAGHSARIAN

“FRAGMENTED DREAMS:
ARMENIANS IN DIASPORA”’
BY ARA BALIOZIAN
PUBLISHED IN CANADA

Impressions, Publishers of Canada has just an-
nounced the release of Ara Baliozian’s latest book
FRAGMENTED DREAMS: ARMENIANS IN
DIASPORA. In this collection of over one hundred
essays, the well-known author, translator, and critic
analyzes many facets of the Armenian-American
diaspora — from its hopes and aspirations to its com-
plexes and contradictions.

The book is divided into five sections each explor-
ing such specific areas of concern as America’s am-
bivalent position on the Genocide; the Turkish Ques-
tion (not the Armenian Question); the situation in the
Homeland; the fragmentation of our religious,
political, and cultural organizations, and so on and
so forth. The aim of the book is to expose truth in
order to create ‘‘emotional urge for healing.’’

In his Introduction, Prof. Lawrence Terzian writes:
‘‘He examines the Armenian neurosis — the psychic
past — and isolates the tensions that have brought
about the breakdown. Psychoneurotic blocks must be
recognized, and unconscious defeat transformed into
conscious responsibility — through self-knowledge,
self-fulfillment.”’

Born in Greece and educated in Italy, Ara Balioz-
ian now lives in Canada where he devotes his full time
to writing. He is the winner of many literary prizes and
Government grants for his work which includes fic-
tion, plays, criticism, and translations. He has
authoried over a dozen books among them the best-
selling THE ARMENIANS: THEIR HISTORY &
CULTURE (New York, 1981). He contributes regular-
ly to ARARAT (New York), WORLD LITERATURE
TODAY (Oklahoma) and many other publications in
the United States, Canada, and the Middle East. His
works have been translated into French, Spanish,
Greek, and Armenian.

Copies of FRAGMENTED DREAMS may be
ordered from the Armenian Prelacy Bookstore,
138 East 39th Street
New York, N.Y. 10016

($8.95 plus $1.00 for postage and handling).
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N.Y.U. TEAM VICTORIOUS
IN SIAMANTO ACADEMY COLLEGE BOWL

For the 6th consecutive year, the NY-NJ Siamanto
Academy staged a fierce battle of wits among youthful
intellectuals, in the presence of His Eminence, Arch-
bishop Mesrob Ashjian, and over 100 cheering spec-
tators. The Armenian clubs of 4 universities and col-
leges took up fighting positions as the annual College
Bowl Quiz Show got underway on Saturday eve,
November 14, in the Hovnanian Hall of the Armenian
Church Prelacy, 138 E. 39th Street, in New York City.

The New York University Club Team gained its first
victory ever as runners-up, Rutgers University, plus
Pennsylvania University and Queensboro College put
up a valian fight!

The Rutgers Team ponders a question as Academy Students
test their answers on each other, while his Eminence seems
to be enjoying it all.

A unique competition, the Siamanto Academy Col-
lege Bowl is designed for university students and is
organized and conducted by the high school youths
of the Academy. The game show was organized and
directred by Mrs. Hourig Papazian-Sahagian and Dr.
Steve Checkosky, co-founders of Siamanto Academy,
utilizing quiz materials prepared by Dr. Thomas
Samuelian, the Academy’s Armenian language direc-
tor and Dr. George Bournoutian, director of Arme-
nian history studies. The multiple-choice questions
were selected from subjects which are the focal points
of Siamanto Academy courses in the 3-year cycle of
studies. Upon graduation, Academy students become
eleigible for 9 college credit recommendations in
universities throughout the United States.

At the conclusion of this academic Olympiad,
Hourig Papazian-Sahagian conducted awards presen-
tations and a brief raffle. She then invited His
Eminence, Archbishop Ashjian to address the au-
dience. In his remarks, the Prelate mentioned that
among the recent major public events sponsored by
the Prelacy, this College Bowl competition occupied
a special place in his mind and heart, as he gazed into
the eyes of the teams and Academy students, he knew
he was looking into the eyes of our future.

Following the formal portion of the evening, the
spectators were invited to enjoy a buffet of delicacies
prepared by the Board of parents of the Academy.

Reluctantly, close to midnight, still arguing the fine
points of the Quiz, the contestants, Academy students,
friends and families departed. Promises and dark war-
nings were expressed about ‘‘revenge’’ matches for
next year’s first prize. It seems that the Siamanto
Academy Cellege Bowl] had claimed a permanent place
on the Armeénian cultural calendar.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 1988
5:00 PM Continuous:
*Art Exhibit works by: Berj Kailian,
Richard Tashjian, Brian Davagian.
*Book Fair
*Armenian Video Show

*Hamazkain Dance Group of Boston
*Open House Buffet

7:30 PM
9:00 PM

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 1988

9:00 AM *Special Morning Services.
Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, Presiding
10:00 AM *Confession & Holy Communion.
10:30 AM *Communion Breakfast.
10:30 AM *Sheraton-Lincoln Inn
Continuation Art Exhibit, Book Fair,
Armenian Video Show
12:30 PM *Oud Selections by Mal Barsamian
1:15 PM *Armenian Play
2:00 PM *Sunday & Armenian School
Masquerade Parade
3:15 PM *Musical 1 terlude. Songs by Joanne
Mouradjian, accompanied by Diana
Smirnoff
6:30 PM *Cocktails and Dinner (Reservations
required)
9:00 PM *Dance
Carnig Mikitarian Ensemble with John
Berberian and Onnik Dinkjian
11:30 PM *12th Annual Prelacy Raffle Drawing

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 1988

10:00 AM *Morning Services and Badarak
PARTICIPATION FEE

$199.00 Single Occupancy

$239.00 Per Couple

$299.00 Triple Occupancy
$339.00 Quadruple Occupancy

Name

THE PRELACY OF THE
ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH OF AMERICA
PRESENTS

PAREGENTAN VIII

DEDICATED TO THE REGION OF SEPASTIA

SHERATON-LINCOLN INN
500 LINCOLN STREET, WORCESTER, MA 01605

12th Annual Raffle

PRIZES

First Prize
Second Prize
Third Prize
Fourth Prize

Fifth to
Fifteenth Prizes

$15,000
5,000
3,000
2,000
1,000
each

Drawing on Saturday
February 13th, 1988

Tickets available from:
Board of Trustees, Delegates or
Local Sources.

PAREGENTAN VIII (MARDIS GRAS) WEEKEND
FEBRUARY 12-13, 1988, SHERATON-LINCOLN INN, WORCESTER, MA
(RESERVATION DEADLINE, JANUARY 30, 1988)

Date

Address

Tel

Please reserve your rooms and enclose a $50.00 deposit for each person. Make checks payable to:
Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic Church and mail to: 635 Grove Street, Worcester, MA 01605

Detach along dotted line.

‘HELP LEBANON’S KIDS?”
REPLY CARD

O Here is my check for $
per child per year.

O If possible, please assign me a boy with the name

O If possible, please assign me a girl with the name

* SPONSOR A CHILD’S EDUCATION

to sponsor Armenian child(ren) at $100

HELP
LEBANON'’S e CONTRIBUTE IN THE NAME OF A SCHOOL
KIDS 1 I would like to contribute $

to the School.

e | CANNOT SPONSOR A CHILD AT THIS TIME,

but I would like my contribution of §

to be used where needed most.

NAME
ADDRESS

CITY/STATE/ZIP

PHONE: (H) (0)

MAKE TAX-DEDUCTIBLE CHECK PAYABLE TO:

THE ARMENIAN PRELACY
“HELP LEBANON'’S KIDS’>’ FUND

MAIL TO: 138 E. 39th Street

New York, NY 10016




