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A panoramic view of St. Stephen’s Monastery along the Arax River, where Armenian youth from the United States, France,
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Belgium, Holland, and Iran worked this summer to restore the site of the ancient monasteries of St. Thaddeus and St. Stephen.

THIS SUMMER, WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF THE
Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America
and the generous support of the Iranian government,
Armenian-American youth participated in a unique
experience which allowed them to retrace their roots and
cultural riches.

In an isolated corner of Iran, joined by Armenian
youth from France, Belgium, Holland, and Iran, the
Armenian-Americans lived and worked together to
restore the site of the ancient monasteries of St.
Thaddeus and St. Stephen. The task of preserving and
beautifying the monastery grounds created for the youth
of the diaspora a truly Armenian environment. An
environment in which their existence as Armenians in
mind and spirit merged into a reality.

Although a significant aspect of Armenian history, the
St. Thaddeus monastery had not actively witnessed its
past since the time Armenian Freedom Fighters had used
it as a smuggling point to help their people of Van,
Daron, and Western Armenia at the turn of the century.
Now, its history comes alive with an annual pilgrimage of
Armenians from around the world. During a four day
festival in July, thousands gather in pitched tents on the
monastery grounds, attend services, sing and dance in
honor of St. Thaddeus. According to tradition, St.
Thaddeus was one of two of Christ’s disciples who first
brought Christianity to Armenia.

On July 6, Bishop Ashjian, Prelate, invited to attend
the pilgrimage, presided over ceremonies in St.
Stephen’s monastery along the Arax River. In the
presence of thousands on July 8th, he celebrated mass in
St. Thaddeus monastery. Quoting Isaiah 49:12-13, “See
some shall come from afar, others from the north and the
west, and some from the land of Syene,” the Prelate
stressed the beauty of being able to gather together in a
land where Armenians had lived, worked, and prayed for
centuries. He urged the pilgrims to renew their faith in
the Armenian Church and their nation. In the evening, a
special thanksgiving service was held for the occasion of
the 60th anniversary of the Republic of Armenia. All
shared in the unique feeling of having such a prayer
offered for the first time in the monastery which had
sheltered Armenia’s freedom fighters.

Breaking the barriers of the diaspora, the Armenian-

Bishop Mesrob Ashjian celebrates the Divine Liturgy on July 8

in St. Thaddeus Monastery in Iran.

American youth had the opportunity to make a concrete
contribution to Armenian life, and at the same time
establish vital contacts with Armenians around the
world. Thus, the restoration project has not only
preserved the distinct Armenian monuments of St.
Thaddeus and St. Stephen, but also will be a means,
through the initiation of similar projects, to preserve and
instill a positive and more rewarding awareness in the
youth of what it means to be an Armenian.

The American-Armenians participating in the restor-
ation project are: Hrant Gadarikian, New York; Kevork
Khrimian, New York; Haigaz Boyajian, Connecticut;
Matthew Der Manuelian, Massachusetts; David David-
ian, Massachusetts; Sona Kludjian, New York; Aspet
Marashian, New Jersey; Lulu Sarkissian, New Jersey;
Levon Der Bedrossian, California; Haig Der Bedrossian,
California.

Please return.
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Khoren | To Visit
North America

T

His Holiness, Khoren I
PREPARATIONS ARE PRESENTLY UNDERWAY
to receive Vehapar Khoren Catholicos, who will arrive in
Montreal on October 12, 1978. He will be accompanied
by His Grace Bishop Ardavzt Terterian from Antelias
and His Grace Bishop Souren Katarayan, Prelate of
Aleppo, Syria.

After consecrating Montreal’s Soorp Hagop Church
on Sunday, October 15, Khoren Vehapar will visit the
communities of Watertown, Providence, Philadelphia,
Detroit, Chicago, Washington, D.C., and the New York
area.

The steering committee, under the chairmanship of
Shant Haroutunian, is already organizing the receptions
and programs for Vehapar’'s Pontifical visit. Other
members of the committee are Mousegh Haroutunian,
Michael Najarian, Armen Boyajian, and Alice
Movsessian.

During His Holiness’s visit there will also be a
celebration in honor of the 40th anniversary of his
consecreation. Programs, throughout his stay, will
include special masses, and community gatherings.
Special publications about this eventful occasion are also

being planned. Full details will be in the September issue
of OUTREACH.

First Annual Choir
Seminar Focuses On
Growth in Tradition

by Rev. Antranig Baljian

WEDNESDAY, JULY 12, 1978, MARKED AN IM-
portant milestone in the growth and development of our
Prelacy. More than forty people gathered in the rustic
setting of Asbury Grove Methodist Camp in Hamilton,
Massachusetts, to participate in the first annual Choir
Growth Seminar, sponsored by the Prelacy. Clergy,
deacons, choir members, directors, organists, soloists,
acolytes from parishes throughout New England as well
as Detroit, Washington and New York were united in
one purpose: TO GROW IN THE MUSIC AND
LITURGICAL TRADITION OF THE ARMENIAN
APOSTOLIC CHURCH.

Bishop Mesrob Ashjian officially opened the Seminar
with a prayer and welcomed the participants, who during
the three days would learn about Armenian liturgical
music from such distinguished lecturers as Mr. Krikor
Pidedjian, Dr. Haig Mardirossian and Rev. Dr. Mesrob
Tashjian.

Other guests in attendance were: His Grace, Bishop

(Continued on page 4)
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TROY, NEW YORK
Father Maronian Day

*“Everybody can have a dream. It’s what we do with it
that counts.”” These words, spoken by Rev. Zareh
Maronian, pastor of the Holy Cross Armenian Apostolic
Church of Troy, were in response to tribute paid him by
his parishioners and people of the community at a
testimonial dinner given in his honor on June 25, 1978.
That day was officially proclaimed ‘“‘Father Maronian
Day” by Mayor Steven G. Dworsky of Troy for his vast
contributions to the community and his parish.

During his eleven years of service to the Troy parish,
the church building on Pawling Avenue was destroyed by
a fire in 1976. It was rebuilt within a year because Father
Maronian had a dream. Though many parishioners felt
it couldn’t be done, Father Maronian persisted with the
faithful support of John Sarkis. And now, on its
completion, he has new goals and dreams for his parish.

He plans to build a home for older people on the one
acre of land surrounding the church, and a recreational
area for the youth with basketball, volley ball and tennis
facilities. He also hopes to have a one-hour weekly
Armenian radio program.

Present at the ceremony, Archbishop Hrant Khatcha-
dourian coined Father Maronian’s worth for all when he
remarked ‘“He is the kind of person who can get bread
from stone.” It was truly a memorable day for all.

@
WATERTOWN, MASS.

On July 16, 1978, Bishop Ashjian presided over the
ground-breaking ceremonies for the planned Armenian
Cultural and Educational Center of Watertown. In
opening the ceremonies, Bishop Datev Sarkissian, Dean
of the Armenian Theological Seminary in Antelias,
celebrated a solemn mass in St. Stephen’s Church.

After the mass, the congregation proceeded to the
nearby site of construction, where Dr. John Manuelian,
in the name of the Armenian Cultural Association,
welcomed all and briefly remarked on the project.
Inviting all to give full and unconditional support, he
stressed the necessity of personal commitment. He noted
that instead of asking the usual question of when the
building will go up, individuals must begin to ask how
they can help in its progress.

PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND

More than 3000 people are expected to attend the
annual Sts. Vartanantz Church picnic which will be held
on Sunday, August 13, 1978, at Camp Hayastan,
Franklin, Mass.

The Feast of the Holy Assumption of Mary is one of
the five major feasts of the Armenian Church. His Grace
Bishop Mesrob Ashjian will bless the grapes and madagh
at the traditional religious ceremony, assisted by Very
Rev. DniMesrob Tashjian and clergy from the New
England area churches.

The program will also feature Armenian dancing and
Armenian cuisine, shish kebab and losh kebab. Proceeds
will go toward the betterment of the church and its
growing needs.

Angel H. Perethian

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Individuals, professional and non-professional, inter-
ested in a teaching position in any Armenian Day School
should contact the Armenian National Education
Committee office at the Prelacy, (212) 689-7810.
Positions are open for teachers of the Armenian
language.

OUTREACH gives special thanks to Josephine and
Harold Gulamerian who financially made possible the
printing of our fourth issue.

All contributions for the continuing progress of
OUTREACH will be greatly appreciated. Your support
is essential for a better future. Make checks payable to
the Armenian Apostolic Church.

POSITION AVAILABLE

The Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church is seeking
an experienced librarian. An M.S. degree in Library
Science, or its equivalent, knowledge of modern and
classical Armenian as well as English and French is
necessary. Salary depends upon extent of experience and
qualification. Applicants should send their resumes to
the Prelacy, 138 E. 39th St., New York, N.Y. 10016.
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A.Y.F. Olympics
In New Jersey

Thousands of Armenians will converge in Bergen
County, New Jersey, Labor Day Weekend, September
1-4, for the Armenian Youth Federation’s 45th Annual
National Olympics. This year’s hosts, the New Jersey
Arsen chapter, along with their alumni and community
supporters, have spent many hours planning and
working so that this Olympics will be the most successful
and fun-filled ever.

The Headquarters for the Olympics will be the
Sheraton Heights Hotel, Terrace Avenue, Hasbrouck
Heights, New Jersey. You may obtain reservation cards
through your local AYF chapter.

Athletic competition begins 9 A.M. Friday, September
1st with Golf and Tennis. The Golf competition will be
held at the Paramus Town Course, Paramus Road,
Paramus, N.J., while the Tennis will be held next door at
Bergen Community College. All Alumni are invited to
stop by and play in our alumni tournaments.

At 6:30 P.M., Friday, it’s back to Bergen Community
College for the Swim Meet. After the Swim Meets it’s
time for the Welcoming Hook-Up, at the Sheraton
Heights. '

Track and Field preliminaries will begin at 9 A.M.,
Saturday, at the Paramus Catholic H.S. Track, Paramus
Road, Paramus, (Yes, it’s right across from the other
Olympc sites). At 1:30 P.M. we'll cross Paramus Road
and go to the invitational soccer match at Bergen
Community College.

Saturday night it’s time to dress up and party. Where?
The Imperial Manor, Route 4, Paramus (That’s right,
NO HOCKEY RINK this year). The Festivities begin at
9 P.M. All the present AYFers will start dancing to the
sounds of the Steve Vosbikian Ensemble and the
Devoshuns while the Alumni renew old friendships at the
Alumni Cocktail party. They’ll join us, later.

The time has come. It’s 12 Noon Sunday. Everyone’s
returned from church and the requiem service for
General Karekin Nejdeh, founder of the AYF. We're at
Paramus Catholic H.S. The ceremonies are starting. The
Olympic King, or Queen, is named and the Olympic
torch brought into the arena. The Track and Field finals
have begun. Don’t worry, this is one track meet where no
one loses.

Well, the meet’s over. Now, on to the Olympics Ball at
the Imperial Manor. We'll dance all night as John
Berberian, Onnig Dinkjian, Hachig Kazarian, Ara
Dinkjian, Bobby Sohigian, and Chris Marashlian play as
only they can play.

Monday is a good day for a picnic — so, we'll have
one. All the Shish Kebab you want at the Riverside
County Park, South Area, North Arlington, N.J. Don’t
worry; if you're heading home, the picnic site is close to
all major roads and the airport.

So get ready — just show up. Sept. 1st at the Sheraton
Heights Hotel. We'll provide the transportation and
everything you need. If you plan to fly in, make Newark
Airport your destination; give us advance notice and
we’ll pick you up.

Ken Sarajian
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Feast of the Holy Assumption and
Blessing of the Grapes in Bikfaya, Lehanon

by Iris Papazian
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Nestled in the mountains of Lebanon, is the summer residence of the Catholicate at Bikfaya,

Lebanon. It is now also the permanent location for the Seminary.

Saturday, August 13, 1977

Peter, Michael, and I have been in Beirut since
Wednesday. Lebanon looks quite different in August.
Different, that is, than in May, when I was here for the
Consecration of His Holiness, Karekin II. In May, there
was still a touch of spring in the air, still evidence of the
beautiful, colorful wild flowers so prevalent in the spring
in this beautiful country. In August, the air—at least in
the city—is still. There is a hint of smog, and a fine dust
that settles everywhere. Even the wild flowers, so colorful
in May, have taken on bluish tones.

Early in the afternoon we drove from Antelias to
Bikfaya, the summer residence of the Catholicate.
Although only a short drive from Antelias, which is on
the shores of the Mediterranean, the change in
temperature in Bikfaya is quite drastic. The mountains
seem to absorb the heat, cool the air, and gives one a
feeling of well-being. From here, the unbelievable
destruction of Beirut, although so near, seems distant
and dreamlike. Peter has mastered the art of driving in
Lebanon. Only two essentials he says: Very good brakes
and very loud horn. I added a third: lots of prayer.

Here in Bikfaya, the Feast of the Assumption of the
Holy Mother of God actually begins this evening.
Assumption is one of five major holidays in the
Armenian Apostolic Church. Originally celebrated on
August 1S5, since the twelfth century the Armenian
Church celebrates it on the closest Sunday to August 15.

According to tradition, St. Mary lived fifteen years
after the crucifixion. After her death, Mary was placed in
a tomb in Jerusalem. One of the apostles, Bartholomew,
was unable to attend her funeral. Upon his return to
Jerusalem, he wished to pay his last respects. When the
tomb was found to be empty, it came to be believed that
Jesus had taken Mary’s body with Him to heaven.

The day has never had any special significance for me
in the United States, except as another holiday, but here
in Bikfaya it became a memorable experience. As we
were walking about the grounds we could see groups of
people arriving for the evening service. His Holiness
Karekin II explained, “It is a tradition on this feast day,
for the faithful to arrive at the church Saturday evening
and maintain an all-night vigil.”” Due to the war, the past
two summers many people had stayed away, but this year
it appeared that people were trying to return to their
normal schedule. As we stood amidst the hills we could
see the arrivals, groups of people, walking from the road
toward the church. The steady flow of people continued
until the evening service.

The evening service in the small, but beautiful church,
appropriately named Soorp Asdvadzadzin was musically
perfect. I wish I had my tape recorder, although I know
it could not duplicate the glorious sound of the young
male voices resounding through the church and into the
hills. At the conclusion of the service, Madagh, prepared
with the livers of the lambs sacrificed for tomorrow’s
service was served. The taste still lingers; I hope I can
hold onto its memory. We left Bikfaya late Saturday
night. We will return tomorrow.

OUTREACH

is a monthly publication of the Prelacy of the
Armenian Apostolic Church of America, 138 East
39th St., New York, New York 10016. Address all
correspondence to the above address. Printed in
U.S.A. Second class postage paid at New York,
N.Y. 10001.

Editor...........c.ovvvatte. Hasmig Mergian

Sunday, August 14, 1977

We awoke early and drove to Bikfaya. As we neared
the town, the long line of parked cars along the road
reminded us that many were earlier than us. The small
church could not possibly accommodate the vast crowd,
but loudspeakers had been set up and the entire
countryside had become a Church. His Holiness Karekin
II gave a stirring sermon.

The Blessing of the Grapes ceremony which is always
performed on this day is an old custom, and dedicated to
the fruitfulness of the earth. Grapes are one of the oldest
cultivated plants in the world, and according to biblical
history, Noah planted a vineyard after disembarking
from the Ark. (Genesis, Chapter 9). Here in Bikfaya the
vineyards are all around us, and somehow blessing a live
vine seems to hold more meaning than blessing a platter
of grapes.

Throughout my conversations with His Holiness, one
word—used so often—now dominates my thoughts.
Tradition. Do we in America give enough effort to the
preservation of our traditions? How many times have I
heard the words, “Oh, it’s only a tradition?”” Only
tradition? We seem to be obsessed with the preservation
of our language, which albeit, is important, but still only
one part of our culture. In many instances traditions that
have been part of us for centuries which can be held onto
with only a minimum of effort, are tossed aside. I can’t
but help recall the words chanted by Tevye in the
beginning scene of the musical Fiddler on the Roof: Of
the Jews in Russia, he sings: “The old country. . .here
people work and struggle. . .and starve a little. . .and
get sick and get married, and give birth, raise children,
fight with each other, and live and die. A tough
people, they have to be, it's a tough life. But one thing
holds them together, makes them a community:
Tradition!”

Photos by Pierre Papazian

The crowds rush toward his Holiness, Karekin II, as he leaves
the Church following the Service.

Children’s Coruer

il & PEL

Many years ago, after the dangers of the great flood
and the rescue of Noah's Ark, a group of people came to
live together on a land of rich flat plains. Among them
were two princes who had built up the countryside to
make it safe from future floods.

The one called Pel was an evil tyrant who wanted to
rule and enslave all the countrymen.

Haig, on the otherhand, was a good man who only
desired to live free and independent. So, not able to
tolerate Pel's harsh rule, Haig decided to move. He
gathered his children and grandchildren, and went
north. He came upon a mountainous countryside near
Mt. Ararat. Here, they settled and built a village naming
it Haigashen, that is a village made by Haig.

When Pel heard that Haig had left his country, he
became very angry. He called together his many soldiers
and went to convince Haig to return. Pel thought that
when Haig saw the huge army approaching he would
become frightened and quickly obey Pel’s command.

However, Haig refused. He said, ‘I want to stay in
this cold country and build my home and land with my
own hands. I don’t want to be forced to obey but want to
live free.”

On hearing these words, Pel immediately ordered his
army to take up their weapons against Haig and his
people.

Haig gathered his children, grandchildren, and
people and told them, ‘‘Pel is attacking in order to
capture us and make us slaves. We must fight bravely.
Either we live and be free, or we die.”

As the fighting began, the two sides became closer.
Haig saw that Pel was constantly guarded in the midst of
his soldiers. Being an excellent marksman, Haig took
aim of Pel with his bow and arrow and killed him on the
spot. Seeing their leader fall to the ground, Pel's soldiers
panicked and fled as fast as they could.

Haig had now secured his freedom. His children,
grandchildren, and people would live free and at peace in
their country. From that moment, his people were called
Hye (Armenian) and their country was named Haiastan
(Armenia).
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Summer Reading
for the Young

ARMENIAN ETHNIC HERITAGE BOOKLETS

MY ORIGINS: Recording Family History........ $1.00
An introduction to the ideas of generations, family tree
and plotting one's own family history and migration
route to America. Includes worksheets and crossword
puzzle review of basic concepts.

DISCOVERING HISTORY THROUGH ARTIFACTS:
Kingdom of Tigran Il “The Great” ............. $1.00
How we can learn about earlier times by closely studying
the artifacts people have left behind. Includes work-
sheets and photographs.

MEDIEVAL ARMENIAN COSTUMES......... $5.00
A study of Medieval Armenian history and its costumes.
Includes figures and costumes to be colored and cut out.

SIGHTS AND SOUNDS OF ARMENIA Pamphlet $1.00

Tape, $2.50
Learning about Armenia today by matching sounds on a
cassette recording with sights pictured in a booklet about
Soviet Armenia.

AVAILABLE AT THE PRELACY

Choir Seminar
(Continued from page 1)

Datev Sarkissian, Dean of the Armenian Theological
Seminary in Bikfaya, Lebanon; Very Rev. Oshagan
Choloyan, Seminar program director, who conducted
workshops for deacons and acolytes; Rev. Fr. Arshag
Daghlian, Pastor of the host St. Gregory’s Church of
North Andover, and Rev. Fr. Antranig Baljian, Pastor of
St. Gregory’s Church of Indian Orchard and member of
the Prelacy Executive Council.

The daily Church services and nightly socials, enjoyed
by all, imparted an air of spiritual fellowship. Old
friendships were reactivated, new ones formed. Ideas,
thoughts and concerns were exchanged. But, most
important, old and young, male and female, all present
were renewed in the spirit of commitment and service to
the Church. Each and every participant felt a personal,
spiritual growth and a new sense of dedication to the
Church through her beautiful, moving Liturgy.

On Saturday, the days of stringent rehearsal and
careful preparation came to a fulfilling conclusion with
the celebration of the Divine Liturgy of the Armenian
Church, at the camp’s outdoor amphitheater. Choir
members, deacons and acolytes put to test what they had
learned. The Hymns of the Liturgy were sung by the
participants under the able direction of Mr. Krikor
Pidedjian. The Liturgy was presided over by His Grace
Bishop Mesrob Ashjian and celebrated by Fr. Choloyan.
His Grace Bishop Datev gave an inspiring sermon in
English, praising the new generation of clergy and
faithful who, hand in hand, would labor for the
edification and continued existence of the Armenian
Church.

Seminar participants pose in the rustic setting of Asbury Grove
Methodist Camp in Hamilton, Mass., where the Prelacy’s first
annual choir seminar took place last month.
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It is only through your support that
OUTREACH can continue to be pub-
lished and distributed widely. Further-
more, we welcome your participation
through letters or articles. Please make
checks payable to: Armenian Apostolic
Church, and mail to 138 E. 39th St., New
York, N.Y. 10016.
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Readers are invited to submit articles for publication in the Forum. Articles may be in English or
Armenian, but should not exceed 750 words. Mail typewritten manuscripts to: Editor, OUTREACH,
Armenian Apostolic Church of America, 138 East 39th St., New York, N.Y. 10016.




