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WORLD-WIDE APPEAL BY CILICIAN SEE;
BIKFAYAH MARTYRS’ MONUMENT DESTROYED

The towering Martyrs’ Monument, a stylized,
bronze-colored human figure with hands out-
stretched toward heaven, located high on a hillside
in Bikj_“q_)gqh, Lebanon, at the summer residence of
the Catholicosate of Cilicia, was irreparably
damaged by the explosion of a 10-kilogram bomb.
Large parts of the metallic shell from the back,
front, and base of the statue were blown off,
exposing the skeletal framework underneath.

Catholicos Khoren I, and Catholicos-Coadjutor
Karekin II have sent a world-wide appeal from
Antelias, headquarters of the Catholicosate of
Cilicia. The appeal, which details the conditions of
the Armenians in Eastern Beirut, is addressed to
Armenians everywhere, and especially to Vazken I,
the Catholicos of All Armenians at Holy Etchmiad-
zin, the Armenian Catholic and Armenian Evan-
gelical Churches and to all Armenian political
parties and philanthropic organizations.

“As a result of the destruction and insecure
conditions,”” the appeal says, ‘“thousands of
Armenians are unemployed, and will remain so for
some time, a condition which will create serious
financial difficulties for our people.”

The appeal points out that authorities of the
Armenian Apostolic, Catholic and Evangelical
Churches are sparing no effort to care for the
homeless Armenians. Also the Armenian Relief
Cross, Armenian General Benevolent Union, Na-
tional Council, Karaguezian Foundation, Jinish-
ian Fund, Directors of the Armenian Home for the
Aged and Blind, and other philanthropic organiza-
tions are doing their utmost to meet immediate
needs. The local centers of the Armenian political
organizations are meeting the urgent needs of their
people, valiantly keeping watch day and night for
the safety of Armenian life and property.

The appeal poignantly shows the need for
world-wide support for the Lebanese community.

On October 27 a meeting of a special Central
Body formed to aid the recovery of Lebanon, took
place at Antelias. The committee has representa-
tives from: Armenian Apostolic community, Arme-
nian Catholic Patriarch, Armenian Evangelical
Union, Armenian deputies to Lebanese Parlia-
ment, Hunchagian Party, Dashnagzagan Party,

Ramgavar Party, the Armenian General Benevo-
(Continued on page 2)

On Sunday, October 15, the Soorp Hagop Church was consecrated with an overflow

3 !
attendance. The

Church was to have been Consecrated by His Holiness Khoren I, but due to the situation in Lebanon, His
Holiness' trip was postponed. In attendance were many Canadian officials. The ceremony received wide
coverage in Canadian newspapers and over radio and television. Bishop Mesrob Ashjian presided at the
ceremony, assisted by His Grace Archbishop Ardavast Terterian; Very Rev. Yeprem Tabakian; Very Rev.
Oshagan Choloyan; Very Rev. Aram Keshishian; Rev. Armen Ishkhanian and other priests.
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The Grand lllusion

We, the Armenians, as a people, are ultra-
sensitive to criticism. Generally, we fail to look
beyond the negative connotations of words to find
constructive insight. The basic laws of nature attest
that the tensions between positive and negative is
an ongoing life element, whereas, two positives or
two negatives coming together negate each other.

Tension and friction are the base of mobility
and progress. To sit, rest assured that all is well by
keeping all that is not well under the rug
propagates stagnation.

If we do not counter-balance our exaggeration
of the positive with an honest view of reality, not
blinding ourselves to it by the seemingly negative
issues, the air of our community will rapidly grow
stale and dusty. If we cannot be straightforward
and open amongst ourselves concerning our
shortcomings and communal problems, we will
become isolated and caught within an illusion of
reality.

Our community has the potential and qualifica-
tions to meet the challenges of today. To meet those
challenges, we must openly confront both positive
and negative aspects of the issues.

Just as we are proud of our achievements, we
must accept and know our faults. Only a whole
view of who and what we are will strengthen our

‘faith and identity. It is time to grasp our reality, for

grand illusions fade quickly to nothingness.

COMMUNIQUE

With bitter grief and deep repulsion we
announce to our beloved people that on Thursday,
October 26, at 10:20 p.m., an explosion seriously
damaged the Martyrs Monument, located on a
hillside in Bikfaya, at the summer residence of the
Catholicosate.

The monument was erected on the SOth
anniversary of the Genocide, in memory of the
million and a half Armenians who perished. The
bronze structure symbolized the resurrection of the
Armenian people and was dedicated to Lebanon,
whose hospitality through the years has been
extended to many peoples.

We deplore this sad event, perpetrated by
unscrupulous individuals, whose action is a pro-
duct of recent anti-Armenian provocations.

Catholicos Khoren I and Coadjutor-Catholicos
Karekin II, together with Mr. Khachig Babigian,
Esq., a deputy in the Lebanese Parliament, visited
Bikfaya Friday morning and personally viewed the
damage. Immediately thereafter they requested an
audience with His Excellency Elias Sarkis, Presi-
dent of Lebanon.

Today, at 9:30 a.m., the Holy Fathers, accom-
panied by His Grace Bishop Vartan Demirj-
ian; Very Rev. Barour Ekmekjian; and the
Armenian deputies to the Parliament, Dr. Melkon

Eblikhatian, Mr. Khachig Babigian, Esq., Mr.

Souren Khanamirian, and Dr. Antranig Manoog-
ian, called upon His Excellency, President Sarkis,
at which time they expressed their grief and indig-
nation. President Sarkis himself expressed his own
sadness and condemned the act, promising to do
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his utmost to bring an end to such events.

The Armenian deputies are also vigilently
pursuing all channels in order to bring an early end
to such unfortunate actions and feelings.

TheHoly Fathers implore their people to remain
calm, act with intelligence, and to follow the same
steady and firm national loyalty they have always
maintained toward Lebanon.

Secretariat
Cilician Catholicosate
October 30, 1978
Antelias, Lebanon
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World Appeal

(Continued from page 1)

lent Union and the Armenian Relief Cross.

Elected to serve on the executive committee are:
Mr. Khachig Babigian, Esq., Chairman; Dr.
Antranig Manoogian, Vice Chairman;*Mr. Jacque
Toukhadarian, Esq., Secretary; and Mr. Setrag
Kassarjian, Treasurer.

On behalf of the Central Body, His Holiness
Khoren I has sent a telegram to His Holiness
Vazken I, Catholicos of All Armenians, to help
organize a pan-Armenian fund-raising campaign.
At the invitation of His Holiness Vazken I, a
delegation left Beirut for Soviet Armenia on Nov. 8.

The appeal sent by the Holy Fathers concludes
with: “Bound by faith, illuminated by hope,
surrounded by love, we will walk together, hand in
hand, side by side, as one nation, sharing one name
and one aricestry, with a single destination,
towards a common future. May the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.”



Here & There. . .

Mgrdich Mgrdichian of Springfield, Massachusetts
is the first candidate accepted by the Seminary in
Antelias for the newly-initiated Seminar Program.
Twenty-year-old Mr. Mgrdichian has actively
participated in church and as an altar server for
many years. Mr. Mpgrdichian’s expenses—trans-
portation, tuition, and board—are being paid for
through the sponsorship of a devoted Armenian
couple from upstate New York. .. On Sunday,
Sept. 24, Archdeacon Krikor Bekerian of Cyprus
was ordained into priesthood by His Grace Bishop
Ashjian. The traditional Armenian rites of ordina-
tion took place in Sts. Vartanantz Church in
Ridgefield, N.J. The new priest was renamed Der
Vasken Bekerian. Following the services the Sts.
Vartanantz Board of Trustees and the Ladies Guild
offered a dinner in honor of Der Vasken. The
Godfather of the occasion was Arthur Nalbandian
of New Jersey. . . The weekend of August 19, the
Prelate paid his first visit to the Waukegan
community. During the celebration of the Divine
Liturgy on Sunday, Bishop Ashjian ordained Mr.
Hagop Ohanessian as an acolyte and an ouraragir.
Following the mass there was a picnic at which time
Rev. Sempad Der Mksian, pastor of St. Hagop’s
Church of Racine made his first public appearance
after having undergone open-heart surgery. We
wish him the best of health... On Sept. 10
Serpazan celebrated Mass for the Niagara Falls
community for the first time as Prelate. Prior to the
sermon, the Bishop reminisced over the times he
would come and serve the community while he was
a student in the United States. Following services a
banquet, attended by 120 people, took place. On
behalf of the Prelacy, a certificate was awarded to
Mr. Haroutune Ishkanian for all the services he has
rendered to both church and community. . . This
past summer, various American-Armenian com-
munities became acquainted with visiting clergy
from overseas. Arriving in July, Bishop Datev
Sarkissian, Dean of the Armenian Theological
Seminary of Antelias, toured the States. During his
stay he celebrating divine liturgy in several
communities, participated in the first annual Choir
Growth Seminar, and lectured in several cities. . .
The very Rev. Gomidas Ohanian, a member of the
Religious Brotherhood of Cilicia and pastor of the
Armenian Church in Thessalonki, was here on a
short visit with his family in Canada. Accepting the
Prelacy”s invitation, he celebrated the liturgy at
Sts. Vartanantz of N.J., and also at St. Illumina-
tor’s Cathedral of N.Y. .. Archbishop Ardavatz
Terterian spent part of the summer with his family
in Toronto. He visited and celebrated Mass in the
communities of Niagara Falls, N.Y., Waukegan,
I1l., Hamilton, Galt, Ontario, Philadelphia, Mon-
treal, New York and New Jersey.

Prelate Participates
In SALT Conference

On October 18, 1978, Bishop Mesrob Ashjian
was invited to participate in a one-day conference
on SALT—the Strategic Arms Limitation Talks.
The conference, held at the State Department in
Washington, D.C., brought together leaders and
representatives of American religious organiza-
tions. Speakers and participants stressed the need
of more time and money for the improvement of
basic human life. Pointing out that no effort should
be spared to achieve a safer world for all men, the
immediate urgency of a successful outcome of
SALT II negotiations was recognized by all.

Following the meeting, Mr. Paul Warnke,
Chief SALT negotiator, left directly for Moscow to
resume American-Soviet negotiations.

Through knowledge of her own needs and
problems, the Armenian Church is able to make
significant contributions,and insights in dealing
with major human problems and issues. The
Church’s involvement in the SALT talks demon-
strates the necessity and benefits of our communi-
ty’s direct participation in world affairs.

Joy of Thanksgiving

by Tom Vartabedian

I've always considered Thanksgiving as a surge
to God...sharing...the quiet time.

The huge, bare trees, silhouetting the coldness of
the blue sky, watch the yellow and crimson leaves
fluttering through the air and down into gulleys.

A tall, husky man, bundled in a snugly-fitted
woolen jacket and cap, glances over the rough,
withered acres of his land.

Was it only a month ago that the golden sheaves
of wheat had stood there...proud and victorious?

Row after row...stretching before his eyes...the
orchards and vineyards had hung low...laden with
rich, juicy fruits.

Now, sparrows and blackbirds fight over the
remaining few dried pieces of pumpkin. The
scarecrow, foolishly flapping his weather-beaten
arms, keeps a vigil over the contoured fields.

Looking down at his rough, calloused hands, the
grateful farmer murmurs a short prayer of
Thanksgiving. There is no grief in his heart as he
recalls the plentiful harvest of the past summer.

“Take your rest now, Mother Nature, for soon
you will be awaken to a new glory...that which we
call Spring.”

And there’s nostalgia. When I dwell upon this
Thanksgiving, I think of my kitchen table years
ago...when ‘“‘menz mama’’ set us up on the ledge
beside her as she cooked.

The kettles were steaming over with the savory
aroma of ‘‘gat-na-boor,” and even the air was
chock full with “burag” and other Armenian
delicacies.

I can recall making miniature shapes of funny-
faced people with the batter she mixed for
“chorag” and into the oven they went with hers.

And afterwards, the treat of treats...the bowls
with “lickins-left-in”" for her little “‘moogs’ as she
called us, to finger-wipe clean.

Her code of life was simple: One did what was
right, and the right thing to do was to live by the
Golden Rule. Isn’t that what Thanksgiving is all
about?

Remember. Eat, drink and be merry on this
Thanksgiving...for tommorow ye shall diet.

Book Store Has
Varied Collection

In a short time, the Prelacy bookstore, which
officially opened on September 28, 1978, has
proven to be a major asset for our community.
Many visitors have noted and appreciated the
varied selection of books, many of which they could
not easily obtain before. The collection of books,
records, and other material will expand and
improve as new demands and interests arise.

An extensive catalogue has been prepared to
facilitate ordering and classification of all material.
The voluntary commitment and painstaking efforts
of Dr. and Mrs. Gregory Kazandjian in planning
the basic workings of the bookstore are greatly
appreciated. The bookstore is open Monday
through Friday, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. For additional
information call or write the Prelacy.
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Prelacy Announcements

OUTREACH gives special thanks to the Friends of
Armenian Literature, 220 E. 197th St., Bronx,
N.Y. 10458, (212) 584-1316, who financially made
possible the printing of our seventh issue.

The approaching holiday season has traditionally
been a time for church bazaars. Let your
community know about upcoming events through
OUTREACH. Send all details to OUTREACH,
The Armenian Prelacy, 138 East 39th St., New
York, N.Y. 10016.

The 1979 pocket diaries published by the Prelacy
are now available. The helpful diary contains
pertinent information about the Eastern Prelacy as
well as general information about the Armenians...
For the Christmas season, beautifully designed
Christmas cards and seals with traditional Arme-
nian artwork are available at the Prelacy. Order
early and send warm greetings to your friends and
relatives during the Holiday season.

A.N.E.C. Hosts Seminar

A seminar for one-day/Saturday Armenian
school teachers, initiated and organized by the
Armenian National Education Committee, was
held on the week-end of October 7 and 8, 1978, at
the Prelacy in New York City. All the one-day
schools in the mid-Atlantic region were invited to
participate: St. Illuminator’s and St. Sarkis schools
of New York, Nareg and Ararat schools of New
Jersey, Hamasdegh school of Washington and
Haigazian school of Philadelphia.

As scheduled, the seminar began at 9:00 P.M.
on Saturday evening, October 7. In his opening
remarks, Mr. Hagop Barsoumian, the Executive
Coordinator of the A.N.E.C., spoke about the
committee’s past and present activities as well as
future projects. Mrs. Hourig Jacobs, a teacher at
Detroit’'s ARS Day school whose specialty is the
teaching of Armenian as a second language,
lectured on “How to prepare a unit.” Mrs. Hourig
Sahagian, principal of the Armenian School of New
Jersey and an experienced teacher, spoke about the
ways of teaching the Armenian language to
Armenian-speaking youngsters in the United
States. After each lecture, during the question and
answer period, participants had the opportunity to
ask questions and exchange views and impressions.

The seminar resumed on Sunday morning
10:00 a.m. First, Dr. Ara Caprielian, a specialist in
Armenian history, who has had teaching experi-
ence at Saturday schools, lectured on the ways of
teaching Armenian history. Prof. Khachig Tolol-
yan, in a thought-provoking lecture, spoke on the
approaches to teaching Armenian culture and what
formed its major features. Mrs. Seta Kaligian,
involved in Armenian education for many years,
explained the uses and benefits of the “Haratch”
kit, created several years ago by Armenian and
non-Armenian specialists with A.R.S. funds.

After the lunch break, Mrs. Meline Karakash-
ian lectured on ‘“The scholastic problems of the
Armenian student: self-concept, motivation and
attention,” and Mr. Mossik Hacobian introduced
the materials of the A.R.S. “Ethnic Heritage”
series, presenting the content and uses of each
booklet, and then showed the slides of ‘“They came
from Ararat” presentation.

The seminar was made possible through the
generous contributions of Mr. Hatchig Nedurian of
New Jersey and Mr. Albert Begian of Philadelphia.
They evidenced their belief in and support for the
mission of Armenian education by their concrete
act. Without their financial assistance this vital
undertaking would not have been realized.
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by Rev. Dr. Mesrob Tashjian

In order to erase the assumption that a saintis a
faultless and sinless person, it is important to give
the etymology of the word saint. The English word
saint is derived from the Latin sanctus, which
represents the Hebrew gadosh and the Greek
hagios meaning holy, set apart, separate (Ps. 16:3);
Matt. 27:52; Acts 9:13). These words were applied
to God, people and things. When applied to people
and things they meant hallowed, consecrated, set
apart for a sacred purpose or office, made ‘holy to
God.’ For example, the Pope is not the only
Christian bishop referred to as ‘His Holiness’ in
virtue of his office. The Catholicos of the Armenian
Church or the head of the Coptic Apostolic Church
is also called ‘‘His Holiness" due to his office, as
well as other Orthodox heads. Jerusalem is
considered as the “‘holy city’’ as well as Etchmiad-
zin. Any house of worship is called a holy place.

Therefore, holiness as a state of dedication to
God’s service, was represented by the early
Christians with the word saint. St. Paul, for
instance, considered all the members of the
church, all the people of God, as saints. He felt
that to “become saints” (Eph. 5:3) individuals were
to live in the service of God, constantly doing good
and avoiding evil, thus sanctifying their states. It is
interesting to note that St. Paul refers to the saints
only in plural form. The term came to be applied
especially to martyrs and confessors.

The word saint in its singular form, began to be
used as an official title for a bishop. Finally, the
word became an honorary title bestowed upon
individuals distinguished from their. fellow Chris-
tians for the degree of their services and devoted-
ness to Christ and consequently to His body, the
Church. In virtue of their martyrdom in the name
of the Lord, and in reverence of their sufferings,
the first martyrs were called saints. It was
customary for the faithful to assemble at the
graveside of the martyred on the occasion of his
anniversary of martyrdom, celebrate the Eucharist
and make the day a feast-day, and not a day of
mourning. The first such annual commemoration
is that of St. Polycarp who died at Smyrna in
February 23, 155 A.D.

«In early times Christians asked for the inter-
cession of the saints through their prayers. This
custom was also extended to Armenia. Like others,
Armenians revered and treasured the relics of their
saints, adopted their names at baptism, and
dedicated churches in their honor. There was
another category of saints who did not encounter
trials and death, but instead became confessors. By
confessing, these people, usually monks and
ascetics living in the wilderness, bore witness to
Christ as effectively as the martyrs do by their
death, becoming living champions and witnesses of
Christ. St. John Chrysostom has said that a
Christian life when lived consistently in a spirit of
loving, self-offering to God, can itself be a kind of
martyrdom.

The Church also has the authority to canonize a
person worthy of public veneration. The Virgin
Mary, the apostles, and the evangelists were
recognized as saints by general consent. The early
church martyrs were spontaneously recognized as
such by the faithful who had witnessed their
sufferings; and so was the case with the early
confessors. Later on, individual bishops canonized
devotees, and established feasts in their honor.
This local recognition was gradually extended to
Armenia and sometimes to the church at large.
Many of the greatest saints were canonized in this
or a similar way, by a process of what may be called
informal canonization. St. Gregory the Enlightener
is equally accepted by the Roman Catholic Church
as a saint, just as we have accepted St. Sylvester of
Rome, St. Cyril of Alexandria, and St. John
Chrysostom as saints of the Church.

FOLUM

You Believe Doctors, Why Not Priests?

For years, I have listened to people talk about their aches and illnesses, and what doctors have said
and prescribed. I am amused to think that people place such emphasis on what a doctor says as the
ultimate answer, blocking any thoughts of doubt. Yet, we go to church, some of us regularly, listen to
our priest recite the liturgy, extol the power of God in his sermons, and no sooner have we left the
church that most of us have forgotten everything the priest has said—or why we even went to church! Is
it because we are of a mentality that doctors are more professional at their vocation than priests? Or, is
it because we, as humans, are more selfishly inclined about our physical preservation, rather than our
spiritual, because what affects us physically necessitates immediate attention—and the spiritual can
wait 'til later? Is it too difficult to see, aside from the medical attention, that a doctor works for his own
personal aggrandizement, where a priest only concerns himself with our spiritual needs—and his
“real” compensation is God’s love. It takes eight years of education for a person to become a doctor, or
a priest. Doctors can make millions of dollars, whereas priests earn the sustenance of living a common
life. A doctor gives you astronomical bills for possibly saving your ‘‘physical’ life; yet, a priest not only
gives you God’s blessings, but also gives you His answers to the life of Eternity. A doctor can only repair
you for temporary life; when it comes time to *‘go,” not only a doctor but, no one can save you—only
God. How many times have you heard the expression, *I would give anything in the world,” in
reference to saving a loved one’s life. Little do we realize it costs nothing to go to Heaven, just belief,
faith, and baptism. So, I say to you, ‘““You believe doctors, why not priests?. Only God performs
miracles.

Sooren S. Apkarian
Melvindale, Michigan
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Readers are invited to submit articles for publication in the Forum. Articles may be in English or

Armenian, but should not exceed 750 words. Mail typewritten manuscripts to: Editor, OUTREACH,
Armenian Apostolic Church of America, 138 East 39th St., New York, N.Y. 10016.

From the tenth century on, canonization in the
West fell into the hands of the Pope of Rome. The
fixed process in the Roman Catholic Church,
involving a detailed inquiry into the candidate’s
life, has been employed since 1634. However, the
Armenian Apostolic and Orthodox Church does
not maintain this procedure; thus, since the 17th
century the practice of canonization has gradually

faded away. Canonization in the Armenian Church m[-}ere tn (‘;ﬂ’in d?
was mainly based upon the consent of the people ¢
and the official approval of the presiding The Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6. Luke 11)
Catholicos.

Ten Commandments (Exodus 20)

Beside the canonized saints of a nation, there
Love Chapter (I Cor. 13)

are countless uncanonized saints, known only to

their communities or to God alone. People from Traveller’s Psaim (Psalm 121)
every class, be they kings or peasants, queens or Golden Rule (Matthew 7:12)
maidens, businessmen or common workers, are Resurrection Chapter (I Cor. 15)
capable of earning the title of sainthood, as long as Paul’s Conversion (Acts 9)

they live totally in Christ. Status, education,
abilities are not necessary for a man or a woman to
become a saint. The saints are those who accept the

The Beatitudes (Matthew 5)

grace of Christ and cooperate with that grace more | STATEMENT OF ONNERSHI% MANAGEMENT AND CIRCULATION
heartedly and more selflessly than others, thus i e e B ?

becoming Christ-like. St. Paul phrases it so: *“I iy
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shadow of doubt, to become a saint means to fulfill R
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church calendar registers the names of many
saints, whether they are kings or catholicos, queens
or nuns, or army commander or a common 2 TOTAL SMOLNT OF $oH0S B ETUEN SEEORTIES A e b e
confessor, who because of their self-offering to = =
Christ have earned the honorary title.
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way is wide open. No doubt about your capabilities. nyenerezaxeso s e St b e bt s st
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hearts; to accept the grace which is freely offered by 4.200 8,750
the Lord and accordingly adopt a new way of life, a L /’:’*’;’
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It is never too late to earn this honor. Sinners, #.700 8. 000 |
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for Christ. It is true that neither public opinion nor R e g
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you may rest assured that because of your loving ey e et et
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in the eyes of the Lord and in the Kingdom of God. '




