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LEBANON IS REACHING OUT

OFFER YOUR HAND. . .NOW!

“Lebanon is reaching out — offer your hand.”
These words of appeal are quickly reaching the ears of
Armenians within Armenia and throughout the
Diaspora. The increasingly severe and direct attacks
on the Armenians in Eebanon during the summer and
autumn of 1978 have left the once prosperous and
peaceful community in a war-ravaged state.

Keenly aware of the plight of ‘their fellow Arme-
nians, the leaders of all Armenian religious denomi-

nations, acting on the urgency of the situation, have

spoken out and agreed upon the necessity of a joint
cooperative effort.to aid the Lebanese-Armenians. In
the appeals and messages of Catholicoi, Vazken I of
the Holy See of Etchmiadzin, Khoren I and Karekin
II of the Great House of Cilicia, and representatives of
the Armenian Evangelical and Armenian Catholic
Churches, it is evident that all are in accord that the
Armenian people must put aside their differences and

‘work as a united people in this task.

Following the guidelines of the joint communique
from the Holy Sees, on December 1, 1978, the
Armenian Committee for Aid to Lebanon was formed
to coordinate relief activities. To achieve a fruitful
response, the Committee has allotted the period from
December 24, 1978 to February 25, 1979 for the
fund-raising drive. Immediate plans have been made
and are already in action to involve all Armenians
within their local communities and churches through
special programs.

A brochure, filled with photographs graphically
illustrating the plight of the Armenians, *has been sent
to over 30,000 persons with a request for their
generous assistance of “‘one day’s pay for Lebanon’s
tomorrow.’’ Planned projects and activities will reach

" a high point on-February 4, 1979, which has been

officially proclaimed Solidarity Day with Lebanon.
Communities throughout the United States and
Canada will be observing that day with special
programs.

All received funds will be dispersed by the Central
Armenian Committee for Social and Economic
Rehabilitation in Lebanon, a body made up of
representatives of all the Armenian religious com-
munities, political parties, and various philanthropic
and cultural organizations.

This special issue of OUTREACH is being
mailed to 35,000 homes in the United States and
Canada. Since we are utilizing two separate
mailing lists, some families may receive more than
one copy. If you do, please pass on the extra copy to
a friend. Perhaps, even your non-Armenian neigh-
bor would find.it interesting.

“I think it is obvious to all of us that the
Armenian community in Lebanon is our strongest
pillar within the Diaspora, We all desire that the
Lebanese-Armenians, who have been subjected to
severe blows as a result of the Lebanese conflict,
will maintain their religious and cultural strength.

“There are moments in the history of a people
and a Church when all secondary issues must be
ignored and all temporary disagreements must be
disregarded in order to assert that all the Armenian
people, in Armenian and the Diaspora, are one
Church and one nation having the same basic
ideals, In this manner, must our unity be
demonstrated. We must shake the comscience of
our people so that they aid the needy with
generosity and brotherly love realizing the national
significance of this effort. Armenian solidarity and
unity must be niade evident to our sister churches,
our friends, and adversaries.

“It is our desire that the Lebanese-Armenian
community, as a diasporan pillar, will regain its
peaceful and prosperous life and maintain its
integrity and identity. Each blow to our Church in
Lebanon is a blow to the entire Armenian Church;
and each blow to Lebanon’s Armenians is a blow
directed against the entire Armenian nation. With
this understanding, we would like to work hand-in-
hand with the Cilician Catholicosate, concentrating
our joint efforts, to organize the sacred task of
relief for and revival of the Armenians in
Lebanon.”

His Holiness Vazken I
Catholicos of Al Armenians

I planned a ultra modern home, but a Korean citizen
whispered, ‘I have no home at all!”’

I dreamed of a country place for the pleasures of my
children, but an exiled lad kept saying, “I have no
country!”

I decided on a new cupboard right now, but a child of
Africa cried out, “I have no cup!”

1 started to purchase a new kind of washing machine,
but an Indian woman said softly, ““I have nothing
to wash!”’ 1

Iwanted a quick-freezing unit for storing quantities
of food, but across the waters came the cry, “I
have no food!”

I ordered a new car for the pleasure of my loved ones,
but an Arab orphan sobbed, “I have no loved ones!”

I planned a stained-glass window above the choir stalls,
but a Mexican pastor murmured softly, “My church
has no walls!”’

Author Unknown
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FEAR OF CARING

The scene is Lebanon. The time is May, 1977. Young
children are playing in the streets, under the warm sun, on
top of ruins and rubble. The name of.the game they play is
war.

I said to my companion, “I would think that, having seen
so much of the real thing, they would not want to play-act it
also.” My Lebanese-Armenian friend replied: “War has
become as much a part of their life as breathing.”

It is difficult to say just when the turmoil in Lebanon
started. Some like to say it actually began\in 1943 when that
country was created. For most of us, however, Lebanon has
been a part of our daily lives since early 1975 through our
daily newspapers; each day the headlines would tell us-of
new fighting, new hatreds, another cease-fire, another
broken cease-fire. Four years of violence has tormented that
small, beautiful Mediterranean country and has literally
turned it into an international battlefield.

Even as the people of that country were beginning to
rebuild their lives after a cease-fire that seemed to be
holding, the most savage fighting to date began early last
October and continued on for what seemed to be unending
weeks. When the smoke cleared, few were left untouched by
the destruction.

Here in the comfort of the United States, Lebanon seems
distant, and we say, “Isn’t that awful,” and then continue

as before planning our celebrations, our dinners, our

dances. Although apathy in general is a problem in our
community, there is a special kind of apathy towards
Lebanon. We seem to be afraid to care, because caring
brings with it special obligations. Caring means to identify

* with someone else’s pam Caring means that 1t matters.

Caring means doing.

It is so much easier for us to sit back in the comfort of our
warm homes and to find a multitude of excuses for our “not
caring.” “It’s really not that bad over there.” *“We should
wotry about ourselves and our projects.”’ “Why pour money
into a community with® an uncertain future.” *“The
fund-raising effort isn’t unitied. If the two Srpazan’s can’t
get together, why should we care?”” *‘I don’t want my money
to be used rebuilding churches and schools that may be
bombed next week.” The excuses seem endless.

Any massive rebuilding done in Lebanon will be done by
that community itself, which is at it should be. The
relatively small amounts collected here and elsewhere in the
Diaspora will be sufficient to feed a hungry child, provide
shelter for a homeless family, keep a school open. . .but the
greatest good our community-wide part1c1patlon will do is to
provide hope. Hope and despair, opposite in meaning, have
a common factor: they are both highly contagious. Each can
rampantly take over a person or a community. Psychologists
will tell you that a human being can survive seemingly insur-
mountable hardships as long as he has hope. Without hope,
existence is gone. The caring we show today will become the
hope for a better tomorrow.

The future of the Armenian community in Lebanon is a
topic that will be debated, re-debated, and then debated
once more. But, now is not the time for rhetoric. The
humanitarian and psychological needs of our community in
Lebanon are enormous. Now is the time for action. Your
donation today, in any amount will alleviate immediate
suffering,  and regenerate long-range hope, which is the
greatest glft we  can gwe, for | ultimately it is the
Lebanese-Armenian who is going to decide, shppe, and
finance his own destiny.

In this, the United Nation’s International Year of the

Child, ‘glve for the children, who will grow knowing that
someone cared, and who in turn will grow into adults who

dare to care and hope. PN

s“After the October storm, the Lebanese-
Armenian, although wounded, will rise out of the
revolution as mightily as the Phoenix and will
continue construction with boldness and a spirit of
unity. With unshaken faith in the Divine Provi-
dence, the Lebanese-Armenian will work with per-
severance to restore demolished schools, ruined
churches, homes and working places. By the grace
of his iron hand, his enlightened mind, his strong

will soon recover his former prosperous state.
“The Armenian nation, the motherland of the
Diaupora, without partisan discrimination, will
give its committed assistance to this sacred and
national obligation of reconstructlon, a key word of

our days.”

Bishop Andreas Bedoghlian
For His Beatitude Hemayak Peter XVIII
of the Armenian Catholic Community
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These ruins in Bourj Hamoud are typical of the type of destruction and desolation that have become common.

ebckfuts pfubibpp puiquipfl fusynq qifrwenp gryg fuu
drepfubpp, npnip wyikis Sulioff b bnjupul dpJuggu b
dundrgfs £ «Pupuliphbmyh GuidnipeGbpp»y  wlnbfh
unly: QufnipgGbpny Ynhipy(The battle of the Bridges) su—
Unelme g quSuwfo Whmpugpncbgads mbgh ocibyed bp-
i Swhp pufoncdibpp: Upgwpbe, winly Eplne wdb-
prih fpuy mwpmbniwd ki Qoeps  Lwdavmf by Buwppy—
RQeaspappaac buplimigip Suppinbondaitine:
Zmguipurinp Sonp Suspll, npeie lpguh fhofanca-
wf Lye dp quik’ qripu bjuh pdpadpdnedilpo opfuhi-
71[.-1-4'71' Le Auulluuunufl ztmmf: uu_l.‘[jl llllllul4nl[ bQWanwa’
cpfuitibp, pujabe Bhphpuvh Yupoghinuwpwbp, 3h-
wkjih «F"nzﬁnsu?*nJﬁ»a‘ QUdwnh Jubfp, Pphdmp fu-
nufp fud Qubik bu Bybtwmp: Nfwhp fpushe Lubug sfrw—
brovsin innchii:. Guien, phgkp Ephplh SEnwgwl. fmep Lp
Plep wintiy aprip Upwpnu fpywh bpfug: Ympobbpne
qugupnid bl bing, (T Snlpnbdpbpph), yufnpyng bplyne
bpbe qupufFubpm. cflpwsel'ﬂ (wyn Sl ulimljmenp qug=
bel'ﬂ (lblnurl_‘ulrauﬁ: [rlrbflg wnchibpp be mlt/':f lb'nf.ma' En

fobiy plnalupuiibpn. bi gnpdunnbqfibpoe fbpuiapn— -

e Pl wind fiQuslymts vidfousimuiegpl:

1- Snl_[lil@ 65-£1 ‘f[rilzbl_ 80 lln4hlv

3- 8"’["[‘ q;.unwl"u.mb: #Smllm_zl.[uuq:ufl mlnfuﬁuh—
‘l:l'é’l_pﬁl.ﬂilb‘l’d gnyg in. 'l ulLbl[l emb 1200 émLTthé
rftw.&mrwfﬁrﬁr, adwlp dwalilyfe welipat nﬁ-.ﬁ-‘v Qr&,‘“‘:, -
J.mir‘p &n:irp pratiagrad ik pree ﬁi&F}:}P&n: .&5:::?:‘ "‘r""i'£ -i{uf—
7:w_;mmmf‘ %nré'mb&gwir, nn"uﬁ:e ury s'pn_’ £mpm§ rz.mpawir:

4. F""l"‘"“”l'ﬁ,“l' mn’lj:klr, ﬁuu.fnuupﬁb‘l'v, Tnn&mmk—

qfibp b pnbdapaiibp fnqnopniibgab Gud Fupeinck-

gusli:

5- ¢".g[l Ee Af!-'a' l[mﬁmnm'u.nljll:'lvnn_, ql'mub_i:k“ullfll.-'-
o be Swmpimwpupribumwluh gnpdupuivbpne guliqnidp
wpdby grepf 600 Shypnt Lpp- nolp, dommenpuinba 200
Lpifnss smpup:

6: Uckyf perks smsup Ssnquap Seugbp dlunghls, ke w—
Unbgd b sunnbpp gba hp diah, wigepd ppliy wyfsmmmd
ot kot "’"[""’t"""'LF['L"[' b'z'"z Frp ety s

T- Uekyp pusss 12-000 Sury wypmlpbpuicbp Snlpnbd pb—
pEV wuqpli gplnewd Jhaghh qupnywlul fbwihelh:

8- Uwlp fuod PEPL. fbhpuynd wibpulniwd Lhlyl-
gbibpme be qupngibpns wumlbpp $bnbebugl £.—

wo— 28 Jupdwpwiiibp, npaig fp spponljalpl Su—
qumiwibugg  Ynwebjwlywt (12), Quy Yumfnghll (6).
Ly Uebwmumpwimbuws (T)  bllybgpibpody be Guyfarlul
Ruspbgnpbulute Liqlwhnep Upncfflwt (3):

po— 16 Eylqlgfibp be furnninibp, pip’  Suy U

ke Lplyn: Luwnnen’ ;"’J l""pn'l['llt.

HBuly 6PEhN3ARVEN -

U fancp be gueany squnalibppb qpfidwy, uolu b,
&b juplyp jupdudmmgply pulfs peun Quipbenp juoljwbyu—
fust be yocamppy fpoqrefpeliubp aprbp Soqliul gopm—
Pl ke innlpnihineffbals wfnip Gancwbibp ko Lppe—
bbby flugh wyq duwhp opbpne qofubd  fugneflul
WEY. :

1. {wy dugnnipyp bp guip, wnwmqluoup, wonw-
wwlfp wypbgur Yhwubwpwp, wifpnyymymb Lhorpbwi,
ubpin bppwjpmpbub ko mﬁllhpmupﬂl hunfbpw)untp lrmb
b gupéwlhgmpbwt Ypnmnpunh Up fky: sS4 Suy
duepy nepfy Swyne Swlgluy  ncblgue  whnsppbpac @l
fuand oy fpuly fasnpuusfpusion Flots ngfb: Fagnpp, wppim—
4y Le Selpmmmqpulfy  ppupne, kqpeypopll, npuybu
Il Sogp fpng SEY mygp queslibp, Spobwpap, ofpn—
apinfr, dbnp-dbnpp ke frge—lngpp innlfugh be fpupn.
Seuhqlog gryg wmnewd fpbpogin Fhiwk bpkin)fPp byume po—

(ol Snqblpl wppnefPbut be wqgaglh qfolag o o
wipppp: s puewbmlmb, o'y gunqudapulot, o's qu—
kel prapea il (Fm 88 ik R (e o Mns WA RS et e
sigp o froe Pl ke bypogpo: fhwh qbqbghl Sngppb b w-
Yoo Ghpplismcud Ghubpfh o puy:

2. 4 bhwhwn Zwjpwybunibpp b hngbup Yhoo wh-
wbpl nu wisnwupwlwnn  hngbinpwlwbblpp, b wqqu—
JhG-bYbnEgubmb holowbntp hiGGbpp whpbunbuy Jurypbpnch
Er wndwdumghba wjanmmml guad Sy oo pho -
pone b puSilpach fipby s wd whdiniljuh upghpoc@pi—
ubpnd, ppbly nequplhmd Yeplwjugarghibpnd, fpbly
Spusmapulyd hnsbpm] ke wncowd  wpanngenfibpn,  fu—
wmmpmrd Swiupuwlwl wyofdphbpnf b pupngubpnd u[;'[rm
el daqodnipppl npybogl wh §preowgpach:

2w Mbunwmlwb bphull‘nlumﬁﬁlrp, bw) mqqujhl fw—
nufwlwb Yn: umllgnLthﬁg nbhwdwp fupdhGBbp s gum—
e pl Sulbglis fugn@lat Jpuy ke ppbby qbpugnjip f
grpd qplh wewleh wnbbpne Sudwp webih dolp pupps.-
F!’l 7’7[L'[l"l bl I"m‘t.7l‘”l‘lilbl'”‘. me U'l”'l.‘ulll“lb#’lbl'"'—:

3. 4wy bppnwuwpguiphiip pp ubpoilinhb kv pp
wuwundinpbwl wpdwbh Yhgnimdf gorgmpbpbg: Yopadb-
poe Bt fusmchlefPhuty wdbhawwbp opbpnc, gpibp gh-
bl qbp | Sbnfl Sug wph mqusp bl fhgel, Sug dom
grefmepq s Jwghulul Fuqbpne dnunghl, fngngibpme
wilgpeebpreh, Sucy wncbbpne b wqguaghl Swesen—
Phivibpa: wnfbe mppupmp Gubgbbgul whehg ke fFagy
gnme il mp fosmatwlpy, sppnnbwapun dbnghp wp gun—
lads ppbiy Enqudnipyl quowlibpocs dbagkpny (puncwd
e ljl[rfl e zlnlla'[ﬁl [17:(@['71 ne uuuugru_mb'ellfl ke [lllbflg ang—
l‘l[l ‘.I %LL”[" ql’pu‘lllllz lf"‘lq”LP"’Jﬁil bL wlq.u'.,ﬁil 4‘”"—
wrssosns oWl pnh

3NRTUAQULDY MBRESARUT

dntugtit plip 26-p qlobpp. kpe b guep Bupd Ep o
lr ulru:[ﬁ: nl'&" 7 d ’y?’,nuf Ay bhplg L[l[!milulbulﬁﬂl;ﬂ&?!ﬂ.—“
”E b[l’( wrls rl.ullljl 5m‘unl uby 'B[te@w‘lw‘d’ Fu:[nfn‘j:gﬁi'
qwi’q’l‘”b’ Tblwqbl'u’ "l[’"f’l[hull 8"14.:1"("{"'1[['71 "L}"lz“l—
qul.’[lil ulwlpbynlnf” (Dynlamitage): 3'"1'"’['&‘"&E llE [unlw—

“During these trying and difficult days, we feel
compelled to address our fatherly and pontifical
words to all Armenians around the world who share
the same blood and fate, stating that we stand
watchful and alert by cur people. We pledge to do
all that is humanly possible so that the disaster-
stricken sons of the Armenian people today, like
their forefathers who surmounted death and
suffering time and time again, will not feel
abandoned in Lebanon as victims of the capricious
turn of events.

“We appeal to all our Armenian people wherever
they live, in the mother country or throughout the
world, whatever religious belief orpolitical doctrine
they may hold, to whatever socio-economic class
they may belong, to consider themselves masters of
their own destiny, defenders of their own homes,
molders of their own fate, one and indivisible.

“During these days, the unity of our nation is
just as important—if not more—as bread is for our
existence. In unity lies our strength and will to
survive. Let us not forget that wherever we are, we
share the same blood. Wherever we live, we are the
inheritors of the same past, and look forward to the
same future. Let us all walk together so that our
steps may be firm and our course steady, for that
which affects one part of the nation will affect the
entlre body of that nation.”

His Holiness Karekm /|
Catholicos-Coadjutor of the Great House of Cilicia




The Martyrs Monument, although wounded, stands firm as
a symbol of determination.
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“This tragedy is an opportunity to show the
entire world that to build is our unresigning
national character, a character which builds faith
in all able and virtuous individuals and masses.
This has been true of the Armenian individual and
‘nation. Yes, to be and to build is an Armenian
national characteristic. Yes, we are going to
rebuild our homes, and maintain our City with the
help of God, trusting Him and obeying Him, for
the good of our nation and the glory of the Lord.”

Rev. Y. Sarmazian
Representative of the
Armenian Evangelical Community
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PROGRESS REPORT

The following are excerpts from Communique #2 of
the Central Armenian Committee for Social and
Economic Rehabilitation in Lebanon released January

~7, 1979:

A. General allocations and projects:

e The donations received from the Armenian com-
munity’s benevolent associations and individuals
have already amounted to $666,000.

e In the churches of Armenia, 100,000 roubles have
been collected. After conferring with Antelias,
Vehapar Vazken I decided to send construction
material to Lebanon.

e The Central Committee conducted a survey which
found that 14,000 homes have been totally or
partially demolished.

e The Central Committee has published a 48-page
booklet with full photo coverage of the Lebanese-
American crisis and the endeavors made for re-
covery.

B. Educational Assistance:

® The Central Committee has paxd nearly S0% of
the cost for the reconstruction of schools and the
purchasing of needed school materials. The allo-
cated sum is $166,000.

e They have paid the tuition fees of 20% of the
student body im all government subsidized
schools.

® On December 29, 1978, 1,500 school children re-
ceived necessary school supplies at a New Year’s
Eve party.

C. Home Reconstruction:

" ® To help rebuild those homes in want of partial
improvement and renovation, the Central Com-
mittee has decided to allocate $666.00 to each
needy family. - =
Severely damaged homes, needing extensive
funds for repairs, are being studied by the Central
Committee.

¢ The Ministry of Housing Development has open-
ed a special office in the Bourj Hamoud area.
The government will help qualified individuals
with loans up to $10,000, payable within 15 years
at a 2% interest.

* $16,000 has been allocated for the general re-
construction of homes in the Tiro-Sanjak quart-
ers of Bourj Hamoud. This project is being
carried out under the immediate supervision of
the French Catholic Nuns (La Petites Soeurs de
Jesus).

D. Food Distribution:

e The Central Committee has allocated $50,000 for

" food distribution.

e They were able to secure 60 tons of food from the
Office of Central Development.

e A substantial amount of food has already been
received from Carltas and the Mlddle East
Council of Churches.

. .PRELACY ANNOUNCEMENTS

On February 3, 1979, the Prelacy Ladies’ Guild will
holds its annual Feast of Light Grand Ball at the
Tavern-on-the-Green in Central Park, New York. For
reservations call: New York, Mrs. George Dermksian,
(212) 722-2764; Long Island, Mrs. George Petrossian,
(516) 869-8260; New Jersey, Mrs. Vahakn Hovnanian,
(201) 431-2233; Mrs. Robert Derian, (201) 646-0174.

The Prelacy Ladies’ Guild has organized a Lenten
Lecture Series, which will begin on February 28 and
through March 7, 14, 21, 28 and April 4. Right Rev.
Alexander Schmemaan, Dean of St. Vladimir’s
Orthodox Theological Seminary of Crestwood, N.Y.,
will deliver the first lecture. The lectures will take
place at the Prelacy and will start at 8:00 p.m. For
further details contact the Prelacy. :

The feast of Sts. Ghevoniantz Day, honoring the
Armenian priesthood, will be celebrated on February
29, 1979, at St. Gregory’'s Armenian Apostolic
Church of North Andover, Mass. The Board of
Trustees will host the day’s events.

Dates to. Remember:

-February 4: Solidari-ty Day with Lebanon; contact

your church for details of planned activities in your
community.

February 22: Sts. Vartanantz Day.

April 8: Palm Sunday; Prelacy Sunday, details will
follow.

April 14: College Students Reception at the Prelacy.

Armenian children of all ages in Lebanon help clean-up their neighborhood.

“KIDS HELPING KIDS”

With the formation of the Armenian National
Committee for Aid to Lebanon, many diversified
projects have been planned in order that the fund-
raising will reach and involve individuals from all
aspects of the Armenian community. The “Kids
Helping Kids"” project has been initiated with the
hope that American-Armenian children, actively
taking part in the drive, will become more aware of
their national identity and the importance of this
united effort.

At every school (Sunday, Saturday, and Day
Schools) Mite Boxes are available for the children to
save their individual daily contribution towards
helping their Armenian brothers and sisters who need

food, clothing or shelter. The boxes will be turned in
on February 4, at all local Solidarity Day activities.
T-shirts, designed with the picture of the Bikfaya
Martyrs Monument and the word ‘“Armenia,” will be
given to the ¢hildren as a reminder of their
participation in the program that will aid children in
Lebanon.

Local committees, with the cooperati - of their
Sunday Schools, Armenian Schools, A.Y.F. Junior
Chapters, and Homenetmen, have planned other
projects such as cake sales and tag sales-of toys,
books, etc¢® o involve the youth, giving them an
opportunity to assume’ responsibility in this national
task.
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ARMENIAN
SOLIDARITY
DAY
: WITH
LEBANON

A moral duty
A cultural necessity
A religious obligation
@

Under the auspices of
The Prelacy of the
Armenian Apostolic Church-of America

Sunday, February 4, 1979

-at 3:00 p.m. -

Marble Collegiate Church
Fifth Avenue and 29th St., New York City

¢ This is not a fund raising event *

AM I MY BROTHER'S KEEPER?

ASK CAIN (Genesis 4:9-13)
ASK MOSES (Exodus 2:11-15)

ASK PAUL (I COR. 8:13)

ASK JAMES (James 1:27)

ASK JESUS (Matthew 25:40-45)

[
THEN, ASK YOURSELF.

to participate in the fund raising for aid to Lebanon.

THE ARMENIAN plaiio;

COMMITTEE FOR
AID TO LEBANON

The Armenian Apostolic Church of America— A|d to Lebanon
Armenian Apostolic Church of America
138 East 39th Street - New York, N.Y. 10016

YOUR GIFT IS TAX DEDUCT/BLE IN THE U.S.
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