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Archbishop Hrant Khachadourian
1926-1980

With deep sorrow, the Prelacy of the Armenian
Apostolic Church of America announces the passing of
Archbishop Hrant Khachadourian, former Prelate and
an ardent member of the Brotherhood of the Great
House of Cilicia.

Suffering from a heart ailment, His Grace,
Archbishop Khachadourian was admitted to New York
University Hospital for treatment. Shortly after being
discharged on January 26, he was rushed to Englewood
Hospital, Englewood, N.J., where he passed away on
Sunday, January 27, 1980 at 2:00 p.m. Death was due to
cardiac arrest.

Upon receiving this news, Bishop Ashjian, accom-
panied by Very Rev. Barouyr Ekmekjian, immediately
went to the hospital where they prayed for the eternal
repose of Archbishop Khachadourian.

Born in Aleppo, Syria, in 1926, under the baptismal
name of Harootune, he completed his elementary
education in the National Haigazian School in Aleppo,
and thereafter was admitted to the Theological
Seminary of the Holy See of Cilicia, in Antelias,
Lebanon. After completing his studies in 1948, he was
ordained a celibate priest (Vartabed), after which he was
assigned to various teaching and administrative posi-
tions. He arrived in the United States in 1952 and served
as pastor in several communities in New England until
1958. In June, 1958, he returned to Antelias, and on
November 2, 1958, he was consecrated Bishop by His
Holiness, the late Catholicos Zareh I, in the Cathedral
of the Catholicosate.

On May 9, 1959, the Executive Council of the Prelacy
of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America and
Canada, under the auspices of then Archbishop Khoren,
Pontifical Nuncio, elected him Locum Tenens of the
Prelacy. In recognition of his exemplary efforts during
his term as Locum Tenens, the National Representative
Assembly elected him Prelate at its convention in
Detroit, Michigan, on November 11, 1961. In 1964, His
Holiness Khoren I, by encyclical, elevated him to the
rank of Archbishop.

From the time Archbishop Khachadourian assumed
his office, until the expiration of his term in 1973, he
conducted his duties in a thorough and vigorous man-
ner. He gave special emphasis to organizational work
throughout his jurisdiction, and particularly stressed
spiritual and cultural efforts, church construction and
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Editorial. . .

Vartanantz In Perspective

One of our major complaints about growing up
Armenian, was the method used in teaching Armenian
history in our language and religion schools. We were
taught individual, isolated events, without any attempt
to connect these events with the rest of the world.

The story of Vartanantz is a good example. The story
itself is well-known and could probably be recited by
most of our school children. Briefly stated, in the year
451 the Persian king declared that all Christians must
embrace the Zoroastrian religion. In order to enforce
this decree, the Persians sent priests into Armenia to
convert the Christians. These priests were massacred
and the people, led by Vartan Mamigonian, revolted
against the Persians, and a military confrontation took
place. Eventually Vartan and his men were defeated by
the large Persian army at the Battle of Avarayr on May
26, 451. Vartan and most of his men died in that battle.
Persecutions and struggles continued for more than thir-
ty years, when Vahan Mamigonian, nephew of Vartan,
was successful in having the Persians accept the terms of
a truce. The treaty signed in 484 at Nouarsag
guaranteed, among other things, freedom of religion for
the Armenians.

Looking at the Vartanantz story in the total Christian
picture, you realize that fighting for the right to be
Christian was not an Armenian phenomenon. Chris-
tianity, which began as a small splinter group from
Judaism early in the first century, had become the of-
ficial religion of the entire Roman Empire only three
centuries later. This occurred in spite of barbaric efforts
to destroy the new religion. Persecution, martyrdom
and war were, in fact, common occurrences, and it was
through armed struggle that Constantine conquered
Rome in the year 312, and henceforth committed
himself to the support of the Christian Church.

In the year 451, when the Armenians were defending
their right to be Christian, Christianity was thriving in
Rome. Christians were now large in number, members
of the influential middle-class, and bishops were con-
sidered to be leading citizens. The once persecuted,
inward-looking Christian minority, was now an ag-
gressive majority within the Roman Empire.

The situation in Persia, Rome’s neighbor, was totally
different. There, Christians were still a persecuted
minority. Seeing how Christianity had taken over Rome,
it is no wonder that the Persians felt threatened, and
were determined to convert the Christians within their
empire, lest they meet the same fate.

Meanwhile, life was continuing at a fast pace
elsewhere. The Council of Chalcedon, which was to
become and remain a divisive force for Christendom,
convened in the year 451. The Armenians did not attend
because of their military involvement with the Persians.
The development of the Armenian alphabet by Mesrob
in the year 406 gave great impetus to translation and
literary work, making the fifth century a period of great
creativity.

Europe was beginning to take form. In 451 St. Patrick
was in Ireland, where he had been preaching Christiani-
ty since 432. His greatest work, Confessio, which is a
spiritual autobiography, was written in 450.

Attila the Hun, doomed to go down in history as the
““‘Scourge of God,”’ was still roaming the earth. In fact
in the year 451 another pair of armies was facing each
other, on the Gallo-Roman battlefield of the Campus
Mauriacus, about 100 miles from Paris, where Attila’s
ferocious barbarism was halted. This was another battle
of pagan barbarism against the Christian heritage in the
year 451.

And so, looking at Vartanantz in the broader world
picture you realize that it was not an extraordinary event
in itself. The Armenians fought for what they believed,
in spite of overwhelming odds against them, and even
after Vartan’s death, they continued fighting. But
similar events had taken place and were still taking place
in defensg, of Christianity everywhere. Perhaps the ex-
traordinary part of the Vartanantz story is the treaty
that was adopted 33 years later. That document, men-
tioned earlier, may very well be one of the first
documents guaranteeing a people freedom of religion.

Looking at Armenian events as a part of world history
does not diminish those events, but rather enhances our
understanding, taking them out of the realm of
“legend’’ and putting them in proper historical pers-
pective.

Arch. Hrant Khatchadourian
Memorial Fund Established

The Prelacy’s Executive Council, at its meeting of
February 9, 1980, established the Archbishop Hrant
Khatchadourian Memorial Fund, in memory of first
prelate of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America.

Because of His Grace’s great interest in education, the
Council decided that the Memorial Fund would be used
primarily for the training and education of Armenian
Americans in preparation for a vocation in the
priesthood of the Armenian Apostolic Church.

May the memory of the first be blessed.
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COMMUNIQUE

In response to the request by His Holiness, Karekin II
Co-Adjutor Catholicos of the Holy See of Cilicia, Mr.
John Mirak, a respected member of the Greater Boston
Armenian Community, donated a Chevrolet Station
Wagon to the Catholicosate of Cilicia in Beirut.

Previously the Mirak Family had donated another
Station Wagon to the Catholicosate, and also a third
one for a raffle to raise funds for the Armenian com-
munity in Lebanon.

For his great generosity, Mr. John Mirak has been
honored with a special blessing by His Holiness, Khoren
I, Catholicos of the See of Cilicia, who bestowed upon
him the title of ‘“‘Knight of Cilicia.”’

We extend our sincere thanks and appreciation to Mr.
Mirak and pray that his family will be blessed with good

health, prosperity, and happiness. _
PRELACY SECRETARIAT

LENT — A Season of Fasting,
Feasting, and Renewal
by Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian

For Protestant and Catholic Churches this year Lent
begins on February 20, Ash Wednesday. The Lenten
Season extends over a 46 day period, beginning with Ash
Wednesday and ending on Easter Eve. Sundays, being
weekly commemorations of the first Easter, have never
been considered Lenten fast days. With six Sundays in
the period, there are forty days in Lent, which cor-
responds to and symbolizes the forty days Jesus spent
fasting, praying and meditating in the wilderness before
He began His ministry.

In the Armenian Apostolic Church, this year Lent
begins on Monday, February 18, the following day of
the Great Barekendan Sunday. Each of the following
Sundays until Easter is named after a special event or
person from the Bible, such as Sunday of Expulsion,
Sunday of the Prodigal Son, Sunday of the Steward,
Sunday of the Judge, Sunday of Advent and Palm
Sunday.

The word Lent is derived- from the Anglo-Saxon
Lencten meaning ‘‘spring.”’ In the Armenian tradition,
it is *‘fasting.’’ But whatever tradition one belongs to,
Lent is a period of the deepending and broadening of
spiritual life; that is, a deepening of insight, self-
discipline and dedication, and a broadening of outlook,
compassion, and vision.

The leaders of the early church realized what this
period of self-denial, self-discipline and prayer meant in
Jesus’ life. They established this period to help the early
Christians realize that the complete fulfillment of Chris-
tian living came through these very acts.

Today, people observe Lent in a variety of ways.
Some observe it by giving up certain things — some by
taking on certain things. The danger is that when Lent is
over, the deepening and broadening process may not
have occurred or may come to an end. Lent, however, is
designed to be a period of such significance in our lives
that what occurs in it may be that which makes possible
a continuing growth and advancement in Christian faith
and practice. Self-denial, giving up something just for
the sake of giving it up means nothing. Each of us needs
those times when we set out for ourselves to think of the
primary concerns of our lives. We need to put aside all
the extraneous, unimportant activities and interests and
center our thinking and action on that which gives the
proper direction to our living. Lent prepares us for the
atonement of Jesus Christ. Atonement means unity;
separating the three syllables, you have ‘‘at-one-ment,”’
and this is descriptive of its meaning. It is fulfillment,
totality, personality integration and being in tune with
life and life’s Creator.

There are some people who very religously fast during
this solemn period; they find that beneficial both
physically and morally. Others do not. Whether some
Christians fast from certain foods and others continue
on feasting, one thing should be made clear that all
Christians have a deep need to fast from certain sins that
incapacitate them spiritually. It should also be
remembered that Lent is not only a season of giving up
certain things but also doing certain positive things; not
only a time of ‘‘fasting’’ but also a time of spiritual
““feasting.”’

May this season of Lent be a season of some real
fasting and feasting in our spiritual as well as our com-
munity and national lives in the following sense: Fasting
from license, feasting on true liberty; fasting from idle
gossip, feasting on purposeful silence; fasting from
suspicion, feasting on truth; fasting from lethargy,
feasting on enthusiasm; fasting from discouragement,
feasting on hope; fasting from things that pollute,
feasting on eternal things; fasting from hostility,
feasting on forgiveness; fasting from sinfulness, feasting
on Christian life; fasting from arguing, feasting on con-
structive action; fasting from envying, feasting on en-
couragement; fasting from harming, feasting on help-
ing; fasting from compromising, feasting on conviction;
fasting on hate, feasting on love.

Again, both in our spiritual life as well as in our ethnic
reality, may this Lent be synonymous with Spring and
its meaning, emphasizing reawakening, renewal and
rebirth for all of us — a time to reject our old, tired
selves and to recreate anew our image. But most of all,
may it be a season to revive and reaffirm our faith in
God and in our people.

PILGRAMAGES TO ANTELIAS

The Prelacy invites all Armenians to participate in a
pilgrimage to Antelias, Lebanon, in order to take part in
the ceremonies of the blessing of the Holy Muron by His
Holiness Khoren I, and His Holiness Karekin II.

The Consecration of the Muron, which generally
takes place every seven years, coincides this year with
the Feast of Pentecost on May 25th. Thousands of
Armenians from all over the world are expected to at-
tend this significant event.

The Pilgrimage will be extended from Antelias to
Armenia, where all will have a chance to visit Holy
Etchmiadzin, the Temple of Hripsime, Zvartnotz,
Dzizernagapert, Sartarabat, the Madenataran, and Lake
Sevan, from where they will leave for Tiflis, a city that
still portrays a rich Armenian cultural life.

For your convenience, the Prelacy has arranged for
three pilgrimage tours. Each one has been carefully
prepared so you will be in Beirut during the Blessing of
the Holy Muron.

Full details will follow. Interested individuals may
contact the Prelacy by writing or calling.



PRELATE’S MESSAGE
FOR A.R.S. DAY

On Sunday, February 24, special prayers will be offered
in all the churches of the Eastern Prelacy, for those
members of the Armenian Relief Society who have passed
away.

This year marks the 70th anniversary of the A.R.S. For
seven decades this important Armenian organization has
served all in need. Keeping pace with changing times, the
A.R.S. has stressed the maintenance of the Armenian
language by establishing a network of Armenian schools,
while still remaining faithful to its fundamental purpose of
infusing all projects with maternsal love.

We ask God to heap his blessings on the A.R.S., and
guide it in its noble and ancestral task. We pray that the
children of our nation, and especially our Armenian
women, will continue in the tradition of those noble women
of Vartanantz, the royal Tzevig, Hamazasbouhi, Aydzem-
nig, Shakeh, and Soseh. We believe that the sisters of the
A.R.S. will carry their work forward in the same spirit of
self-sacrifice and love.

On this occasion, we pray for the founders of the A.R.S.;
for its benefactors, such as Mother Sophie Hagopian, Araxi
Proodian, and for all members of the A.R.S. who worked,
strived, and passed on.

Dear Armenian mothers and sisters: It is your turn now
to dedicate your lives to the work of the founders; and with
your entire cooperative strength, enable the A.R.S. to con-
tinue its support of our beloved people, our church, our
language, our family, our holy traditions and the moral
values on which are based our national existence and future
vision.

Prayerfully,
Bishop Mesrob Ashjian, Prelate
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SUMMER CULTURAL PROGRAM

The Prelacy is undertaking a project which will give
American-born Armenian youth the opportunity to in-
tensively study the Armenian language, culture and
history, while living amongst the Armenian community
in Beirut. American-born Armenians, who are currently
in their junior year in a college or university are eligible
to apply. The program will take place from July 1
through August 8. The program will include crash
course in Armenian language and lectures in: Armenian
literature, Armenian classical literature, Armenian
music and "art, Armenian architecture, Armenian
history. In addition there will be field trips to Aleppo,
Damascus, Der Zor, Kessab (Syria); and Ainjar
(Lebanon).

Students will reside at the Hotel Ameriyeh, which is
next to the Seminary of Bikfaya. The program director
is the Very Rev. Oshagan Choloyan. Professors are: His
Holiness Catholicos Karekin II, Very Rev. Aram
Keshishian, Very Rev. Anoushavan Tanielian, Miss Rita
Kassabian and guest lecturers.

Roundtrip ticket, tuition and accommodations will be
provided through the generous sponsorship of Mr. &
Mrs. Kevork Hovnanian of Rumson, N.J. Visa and
ticket arrangements will be taken care of by the Prelacy
office. Number of participants will be limited to six.
Those selected will pay $100 towards the expenses of the
Program. Application fee is $10.00 and non-refundable.
Interested students should file their applications before
March 15, 1980. Application forms are available at the
Prelacy, 138 East 39th St., New York, N.Y. 10016, Tel.
212-689-7810.

Lenten Series at the Prelacy

February 20, 1980
Lecturer: Very Rev. Barouyr Ekmekjian. Topic: ‘“The
Great Lent in the Armenian Church Tradition.”’

March 5, 1980
String Quartet: Hovsep Ketendjian, Kayaneh Ketendjian,

Sebouh Shirinian, Judy Levitz.
Selections from liturgical music of Holy Week.

March 19, 1980
Lecturer: Aram Nercessian. Topic: ‘A Perspective of the
South East Asian Refugee Crisis.”” Slides will be shown.

Individuals interested in participating in the series should
contact the Prelacy office: 212/689-7810.

PRELACY LADIES’ GUILD

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

March 14: Art Auction presented by Prelacy Ladies’
Guild, Women’s Club of Teaneck, Beverly Rd.,
Teaneck, N.J., 8:00 p.m.

April 5: College Student Night at the Prelacy.
April 19: Ladies’ Auxiliary Seminar. All day activity at
the Prelacy, with the participation of all the Ladies’

Auxiliaries of our Churches.

May 1: Mothers’ Day Luncheon, sponsored by Prelacy
Ladies’ Guild, at Hotel Plaza, New York City.

Archbishop Hrant Khatchadourian
1926-1980
(Continued from page 1)

public relations. During his tenure the churches of St.
Sarkis, in Detroit, Mich., St. Gregory the Illuminator in
Philadelphia, Pa., Holy Cross in Washington, D.C., St.
Sarkis in Bayside, N.Y., St. Gregory the Illuminator in
Springfield, Mass., Holy Cross in Cleveland, Ohio,
Holy Cross in Albany, N.Y., St. Hagop in Montreal,
Canada, St. Gregory the Illuminator in San Francisco,
Calif., and Holy Martyrs in Encino, Calif. were con-
structed and consecrated. Simultaneously during this
massive church building program, a number of Arme-
nian schools were inaugurated in various communities,
and the present Prelacy building was purchased.
Archbishop Khachadourian ordained four -celibate
priests in Antelias, Lebanon, and many other priests in
the United States.

In 1974, after Archbishop Hrant left the Prelacy, he
devoted himself to the pursuit of higher education. He
received a Master’s Degree in Music studying at St. An-
thony on Hudson Franciscan Seminary and was subse-
quently awarded a Doctorate in History from Pro-
vidence College, Rhode Island, in May, 1979.
Archbishop Hrant’s major research work was devoted
to Fifth Century Armenian Historical Literature.

During his ecclesiastical life, Archbishop Hrant was a
strong and faithful supporter of the Holy See of Cilicia
and its holy order. An individual blessed with musical
talent and a warm personality, yet a staunch maintainer
of the sacred tradition of the Armenian Church, he
became a beloved and respected leader of the Church.

A funeral mass was celebrated in St. Illuminator’s
Cathedral in New York City on Thursday, January 31,
by Bishop Mesrob Ashjian, assisted by fellow Armenian
clergy from throughout the U.S. and Canada, and guest
clergy from various denominations. Past and present
members of the Prelacy’s Executive Council, as well as
delegates of the NRA were present.

In eulogizing the late Archbishop, Bishop Mesrob

Ashjian said: ‘‘Today, the Holy See of Cilicia mourns
the grievous loss of one of its beautiful sons, a senior
member, and a beloved brother. Today, the Armenian
Apostolic Church is diminished by this untimely death
of one of its highest-ranking members. Today, the
Armenian Apostolic Church of North America feels
deepy this poignant loss of its former Prelate,
Archbishop Hrant Khachadourian. Today, the
Khachadourian family which came down from the
mountains of Sassoun mourns the loss of their son. .
It was natural that he, too, would experience difficulties
during his tenure. Life has never been easy. He par-
ticipated fully in the drama of life. He heard the voice of
his spiritual father, His Holiness, Zareh Catholicos who
while ordaining him bishop said: ‘We are not con-
secrating you for honor and glory. Don’t look for honor
and glory, you will not find it. Just the opposite, be
prepared for persecution and deprival of your rights and
privileges. Be ready to spread love instead of animosity.
Be ready to respect those who despise you. Open your
chest to all those who threaten your life.’

‘“‘Archbishop Hrant Khachadourian in his death has
left us with two grievous wounds, one is the sanctified
place where he will be placed for all of eternity. The
other is in our hearts. Today that wound in our hearts
hurts greatly. . . .

““Let his memory always remain green and fresh in
our minds. Let us always remember him with sweetness,
warmth, and love.”’

Following the Mass, a memorial luncheon was served
by the Cathedral’s Ladies’ Guild. During the meal,
family and friends of Archbishop Hrant reminised
about the Archbishop’s warmth and strength of
character.

The following day, the body of Archbishop Hrant,
accompanied by Bishop Ashjian and Antranig
Khachadourian, the late Archbishop’s brother, left for
Beirut, Lebanon. Arriving in Beirut on Saturday after-
noon, the entourage was met in Beirut’s airport by
members of the Cilician Brotherhood, at which time a
procession transported Archbishop Hrant’s body to the
Catholicosate’s Cathedral, where a short ceremony took
place, led by Catholicos Khoren I and Catholicos Coad-
jutor Karekin II.

On Sunday morning burial services took place in the
Cathedral after which the Archbishop’s body was placed
in the Catholicosate’s Mausoleum, which was built in
memory of Catholicos Zareh 1.

The local Armenian, Arab, French, and English
newspapers, as well as Lebanese television, covered the
proceedings extensively..

““Let us all pray that Almighty God, grantor of all life
and immortality admit the soul of his faithful servant,
Archbishop Hrant Khachadourian to the ranks of His
faithful servants and saints and keep him for all eternity
within the grace of God. Let Almighty God visit this
church and keep safe this flock, the Armenian people,
whose souls He gained by shedding His blood on the
cross. May He keep our church in a state of unshakeable
peace.”
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Bishop Mesrob Ashjian anoints Archbishop Hrant’s right hand
during the final unction ceremony.

Mourners filled St. Illuminator’s Cathedral in New York City
to pay last respects.

In the Cathedral’s Pashalian Hall, mourners and clergy sing
“Giligia.”’
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Bishop Ashjian delivers a moving Eulogy, saying ‘““‘Archbishop
Hrant in his death has left us with two grievous wounds. . .one
is the sanctified place where he will be placed for
eternity. . .the other is in our hearts.”’

In Antelias, the casket is carried to the Zareh I Mausoleum for
burial.
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Armenian Apostolic Church of America, 138 East 39th
Street, New York, New York 10016.




