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Two New Priests Ordained in Antelias

Two graduates of the Armenian Theological Seminary of the Catholicosate of Cilicia were ordained
priests by Bishop Datev Sarkissian, Dean of the Seminary, on February 17, in the Cathedral in Antelias.
In an elaborate and impressive ceremony the deacons, Vahe Aznikian and Kevork Panossian walked on
their knees up to the Altar where Bishop Sarkissian called them to priesthood, anointing their foreheads
and hands and renaming them Father Muron and Father Shahe. In his sermon, Bishop Sarkissian noted
the responsibilities laid by God upon individuals who willingly, courageously and obediently take up the
cross of Christ and follow his footsteps. Under present difficult circumstances to see young people enter
the sacrificial way of life is most encouraging, especially for us, the teachers and students in the
Seminary,”’ he said. The ceremony was presided over by H.H. Khoren I Catholicos and H. H. Karekin II,
Catholicos Coadjutor.

Cultural Fellowships Awarded

The Prelacy is pleased to announce that six
outstanding American-born Armenian college
students have been awarded fellowships to par-
ticipate in the Summer Cultural Program in
Lebanon. The Fellowships have been generously
sponsored by Mr. and Mrs. Kevork Hovnanian of
Rumson, N.J.

Those chosen are: Miss Georgi-Ann Bargamian
of Providence, R.I., Emerson College; Miss
Charla Bizios of Haverhill, Mass., Merrimack
College; Miss Christine Engustian of East Pro-
vidence, R.I., Holy Cross College; Mr. Van Zorab
Krikorian of Framingham, Mass., George
Washington University; Mr. Edward Aram
Moloian of Southfield, Mich., University of
Michigan; Mr. Ara L. Tramblian of Arlington,
Va., George Mason University.

A selection committee composed of His Grace
Bishop Mesrob Ashjian, Father Vahrich Shi-
rinian, Mrs. Tamara Dermksian, Dr. Ashot Meri-
janian, Mr. Kenneth Sarajian, and Shant J.
Harootunian, Esq., rendered the final decision
after careful and thorough evaluation of the ap-
plications submitted.

The Summer Cultural Program, extending from
July 1 through August 11, 1980, will include
courses in Armenian language, church history,
classical and contemporary literature, music, art,
architecture and history. In addition to the
students’ stay in Bikfaya, there will be field trips
to Aleppo, Damascus, Der Zor, Kessab and
Ainjar.
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Announcements

Choir Growth Seminar II: Details to follow.

National Representative Assembly
May 6-9, 1980
Hosted by:
Soorp Khatch Armenian Apostolic Church
Washington, D.C.
Religious Conference - Tuesday, May 6
NRA — 2:00 p.m., Wednesday, May 7
Banquet to be held Friday evening, May 9th, in Stouf-
fers Hotel, Crystal City, Virginia.

Business Seminar

A tuition-free 20-week bilingual (Armenian-English)
program in Small Business Management and English for
Business for Armenian residents is available at LaGuar-
dia Community College in Long Island City. For further
details and application call: Mr. Marc Ionos, Monday-
Thursday, 2:30-7:30 p.m., at (212) 626-5489.

On April 20, Green Sun-
day was celebrated
throughout all com-
munities as the final ac-
tivity of the Prelacy’s
International Year of
the Child Committee.
At the Armenian Nurs-
ing Home in Flushing,
New York, His Grace,
Bishop Mesrob Ashjian
joined in the children’s
enthusiasm while plant-
ing trees as a symbol of
new life for their belov-
ed elderly.



From A (Abi) to Z (Zipporah) the presence of
women in the Bible is prevalent, if not dominant.
There are, for instance, just as many unnamed
women in the Bible as named ones. Women who
have no other identity other than descriptive
phrases, such as, harlot of Gaza, wise-hearted
women, nurse who let child fall, ten wise and
foolish virgins, and on and on.

For the most part, women in the Bible are
identified as daughters, wives, mothers, and
widows. The word daughter-in-law appears, to my
knowledge, only in reference to Ruth, who is
known as the ‘‘faithful daughter-in-law.”’

A mother’s position in the Bible is the most
honored one amongst women. It is interesting to
note how many times the phrase ‘‘and his mother
was’’ appears in the second book of Kings and the
second book of Chronicles. When evaluating the
reign of a king the phrase ““and his mother was”’
was always used, thus showing how important the
mother was regarded. In all, the word mother ap-
pears in the Bible more than 300 times.

There are so many interesting women characters
in the Bible, but I have selected only four to focus
upon at this time. \

Deborah
Book of Judges
Chapter 4 and 5

Deborah lived nearly thirteen centuries before
Christ. She is probably the only woman in biblical
history who reached the zenith of political power
with the peoples approval. Some theologians call
her the “Joan of Arc’’ of the Bible.

Briefly stated, Deborah became increasingly
aware that the men of Israel had defaulted in their
responsibilies as leaders. She became politically
active, greatly influencing some of the men in the
forefront, and together with Barak, the most
capable military man of the time, worked out a
plan to defeat the enemies of Israel. For more than
twenty, years Jabin, who was King of Canaan, had
terrorized the children of Israel with his ‘900
chariots of iron.”’

In spite of tremendous odds, the Israelites won
a tremendous victory and, as the Bible states, ‘‘the
land had rest for forty years.’”” Through her active
leadership Deborah has come to be known as the
““free spirit’’ of the people.

Lydia
Acts
Chapter 16

Lydia is regarded as the first Christian convert
in Europe. She and all of her household were bap-
tized by Paul, probably between 50 and 60
A.D.,and her home was used for Christian
meetings.

She is an unusual biblical woman, because she
was a businesswoman. The Bible describes her as a
‘‘seller of purple.”” The purple probably refers to
either the purple dye itself or purple-dyed textiles.

Being a respected member of the community
her converstion influenced the direction that
Christianity took in her part of the world.

After her Baptism, she said to Paul, *“‘If ye
have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come
into my house, and abide there.”” From that
period on her home was used often by Paul and
other disciples for meetings and as a resting place.
In fact, after being released from prison, Paul and
Silas went immediately to Lydia’s house. Her
home became a haven for many persecuted Chris-

tians. Lydia, although just one of many who even-
tually spread the word of Christianity through
Europe, was the first.

Martha and Mary
Stories about Martha and Mary can be found
in the Gospel according to Luke, John and Mark.

Martha and Mary were sisters who lived in
Bethany, which is a town about two miles from
Jerusalem. It was to Martha that Jesus first ut-
tered the words, ‘I am the resurrection, and the
life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead,
yet shall he live. And whosoever liveth and
believeth in me shall never die, believest thou
this?”’

Martha’s sister, Mary, was the person who
anointed Jesus before His crucifixion. There are
many incidents in the Bible in which Martha and
Mary play a part. One of the most famous is the
raising of Lazarus, who was their brother.

Another well-recorded incident took place in
Bethany, six days before Passover. Jesus had
come to be with his friends. During this time Mary
took a pound of very costly ointment and poured
it on His feet, wiping them with her hair. Many
who were present criticized her because of her ex-
travagance, saying that the money used for the
ointment could best be used to help the poor. It is
here that Jesus speaks the famous words, ‘‘Let her
alone: against the day of my burying hath she kept
this. For the poor always ye have with you; but me
ye have not always.”’

Mary Magdalene
Stories of Mary Magdalene are recorded in the
Gospel according to Matthew, Luke, Mark, and
John.

Mary Magdalene was the person to first enter
Christ’s empty tomb. Following the resurrection,
Christ first appeared to her, and instructed her to
relate His Resurrection to the disciples.

I have always felt that Mary Magdalene has
been one of the most misunderstood persons in the
Bible and in need of a good public relations cam-
paign. She has gone through history with the
reputation of being a reformed prostitute, yet
there is no solid proof of this. Even modern dic-

tionaries give descriptions as, ‘‘repentant pro-
stitute.’’

Poor Mary’s image stems from the fact that in
Luke, Chapter 7, there is mention of a ‘‘sinful
woman’’ who remains unnamed. Unfortunately
the first mention of Mary Magdalene follows
closely in Chapter 8, and through the years we
have assumed that she is also the unnamed woman
of chapter 7. Actually there is no substantial proof
of this, especially since, as I mentioned earlier, the
Bible is full of unnamed women.

The affliction which Mary was cured of by
Jesus, and referred to in the Bible as ‘‘Seven
devils” was probably a type of nervous disorder.

Besides being the first to whom Christ ap-
peared after the Resurrection, Mary Magdalene
can be regarded as the first missionary as she set
forth to follow Christ’s command, ‘“Go to my
brothers and say unto them, I ascend unto my
Father, and your Father; and to my God, and
your God.”
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Some Armenian Women in History

Sossy Vartanian

Sossy Vartanian was a simple girl from the town
of Ahlat and the village of Soghort. At the age of
thirteen she married Khechentz Serop the future
renowned revolutionary, Aghpur Serop. It was a
rule that revolutionaries should not marry.
However, if they did, they were obliged to stay
apart from their families. Even so, Sossy was in-
separable from her husband, sharing his
dangerous and nomadic life. In 1889 Seropi hid in
the town of Kealizozan. An Armenian spy not on-
ly pointed him out to the authorities, but at the
same time put poison in his tobacco. When the
enemy surrounded the town, Serop was so weak
that he could not even get on his feet. Getting
under his arm, Sossy tried to flee from the village
into the mountains. With her help, Serop fought
continuously for eight hours. When the enemy
gunfire ended her husband’s life, Sossy im-
mediately took up his gun and continued firing.
Hagop, her eldest son, was also killed. Although
the grief pressed against her heart like lead pellets,
Sossy swallowed her tears and fought on. Among
the ranks of our heroes, the Armenian heroine
holds a significant place. Sossy Sasson, like the
proud hawk, was a great defender of our nation’s
just demands. Many folk songs and poetry have
been devoted to her memory.

QUEEN ASHKEN, daughter of Ashatar, King of
the Allens, was the wife of Trdat the Great. With
her husband, she worked towards the conversion
to Christianity of their nation. Ashken was the
first Christian Armenian Queen.

Shenytzi Shake

During the first revolution of Sassoun, Krkon
from Shenytzi and his wife Shake were real leaders
of their people. When arms and ammunition had
run out, the Sassouns continued their fierce battle
for six days using rocks and swords. Finally, being
impossible to continue the fighting, Krikon left
the protection of Andoky to the women while he,
with the remaining soldiers, went to find food and
ammunition. Shake, at this point, got up upon a
rock and said to her fellow sisters, ‘“Women of
Sassoun, it is up to you whether it is preferable to

become slaves to the Kurds, to accept the foul rite
of Mohammed, to dishonor your holiness in-
sulting your nation, or. . .to follow me.’’ She then
gave her long hair to the wind and with the smile
of a martyr dying for a noble cause, she pressed
her child to her bosom and threw herself from the
mountainside into the abyss. Preferring an
honorable death to slavery at the hands of the bar-
baric enemy, all the women followed the example
of this great Armenian woman.

Berjouhi

Bardezbanian-Parseghian

Berjouhi Bardezbanian-Parseghian was born in
1886 in the town of Adirni. She received her
primary and secondary education in Filibbe, hav-
ing Vosdoum and Mrs. Yeghsapet or Liza
Tchorian as teachers. At 16 years of age, she met
her future husband, Sarkis Parseghian, when he
was also preparing to go to Armenia. After
finishing school, Berjourhi taught in Van and
Girasony while she continued to court Sarkis.
From the day they married in 1909, man and wife
walked hand in hand to serve their people. On
April 24, 1915, Sarkis Parseghian was arrested
and brutally destroyed along with hundreds of
other intellectuals and political activists. Berjouhi
then moved on to Bulgaria with her child. From
there, she went to Tiflis where she taught in the
Hovnanian and Kayaian Schools. During the era
of the Armenian Republic, she moved to Yerevan
where she was elected a member of the Parlia-
ment. While working for the American Welfare
Committee, Berjouhi earned their high regard and
continually justified their great faith in her and
her work.

QUEEN SATENIK, daughter of the King of the
Allens, and wife of Ardashesh II, was noted for
the troubador songs sung during her wedding.
They have survived through the ages through the
works of Moses of Khoren.
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