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His Grace, Prelate,
Bishop Ashjian
extends his sincere wishes for a
holy and blessed Easter filled with
peace and renewal, to the
Executive Council, Clergy, Board
of Trustees, Church Pastors and
all members of the Armenian

Community.

The Passing of Two Armenian
Leaders and Friends:
Minas Minassian and

Edward Sahagian

Death has once again taken two prominent individuals
and forceful leaders from the ranks of our community.
Within a week’s time, the news of both the deaths of
Minas Minassian, prominent artist and community
figure, and Edward Sahagian, noted leader and activist
for the Armenian Cause, has greatly saddened Armen-
ians everywhere. Their lives have left a marked impres-
sion on the American Armenian community, while their
works and efforts have insured steps for the continuing
posterity of our heritage, church, and nation.

MINAS MINASSIAN

Minas Minassian, the prominent Armenian artist and
patriot, died on February 28, 1981. He was well known
for his numerous designs and mastheads of Armenian
publications, his pictures of Mount Ararat and other
national themes, and most recently, his comprehensive
series of the Armenian Alphabet incorporating modern
styles with ancient motifs.

Minassian, born to Armenian parents near Istanbul,
Turkey in 1897, to avoid conscription into the Turkish
army during World War [, escaped to Egypt where he
joined the English forces as an officer/interpreter for
the General Staff in the Dardanell Invasion.

In 1929, he emigrated to this country where he studied
art at Cooper Union and began a life dedicated to Ar-
menian artistic and political affairs. He acted on the
Armenian stage of the day and was a contributor to Ar-
menian literary publications throughout his life. A
classic example of a man who survived the turmoils of
injustice and Genocide perpetrated against Armenians
by the Turkish government in the early 20th c., Mr.
Minassian came to this land of opportunity and realized
himself fully as a man, an artist and a community leader.

Minas Minassian was given a national funeral service.
The casket was laid for viewing Tuesday evening, March
3rd in St. Iluminator’s Cathedral. Relatives, friends,
clergy and community leaders assembled to pay their
last respects to a man who, even with his departuré¢, left
them with bountiful riches and fondest memories.

Funeral services were held the following day at 1:00
p.m. in St. Illuminator’s Cathedral. His Grace, Bishop
Ashjian presided over the services with the assistance of
his parish clergy and guest clergy; Rev. Guerguerian and
Rev. Saroyan representing the Armenian Catholic Com-
munity, and Rev. Janbazian representing the Armenian
Missionary Association of Paramus, N.J.

In September 1980, at a reception in honor of the
publication of his book U, ni ~ at the Prelacy, Minas
Minasian was named Man of the Year. Though surely
not the first fecognition of the worth of his works, it was
timely considering the arduous path he trekked on the
long journey for the realization of his book.

(Continued on page 4)



Editorial:

The Will Beyond
Truimph Over Tragedy

Survival in the face of massacre is the first step.
What comes beyond, is what makes man.

To overcome defeat and be victorious is but a
small beginning if honor and glory fail to spur the
most basic dreams, truths, and hopes of mankind.

We the Armenian people have survived such a
great defeat. For more than sixty years we have
lived triumphantly over this tragedy. Yet, in all
that time, have we gone beyond? Have we built
anew the inner core of the Armenian culture and
spirit that was so violently ravaged in 1915?

To gather, year to year, in commemoration of
our Martyrs is but a manifestation of our survival.
To live and work, day to day, in efforts to estab-
lish new cultural horizons, be it in literature,
history, art or religion, is a manifestation of our
people.

The lasting core of a culture is solidified by con-
stant inner movement and change. To nurture the
Aharonians, Toumanians, Gomidases, or
Cristophers of today, we must have the will to go
beyond, to confront the difficult angles of the
modern diasporan reality.

Only in this way, can we guarantee that the eter-
nal flame we have lit for our Armenian Martyrs
will glow steadily, proclaiming our triumph over
tragedy.

The Armenian Prelacy
Presents Zohrab, the Artist

On April 10th, 1981, the Prelacy Ladies Guild has
sponsored an art exhibit comprising the works of the
noted Lebanese Armenian Artist, Zohrab Kechichian.

This, the first exhibition of his works in the U.S., will
give the American Armenian community the opportuni-
ty to familiarize themselves with the works of a modern
master who has captured the essential spirit of our herit-
age through his work.

In the words of art critic Ken Themison, ‘“Zohrab’s
work does not suffer from the ‘malaise’ of exhibition-
ism. On the contrary, it shows the reserved and rare
determination not to emotionally involve the viewer into
a work of art, which is the result of long artistic contem-
plations and the sublimation of emotions. And yet, as
you move from one painting to the other, you distinguish
a wealth of details that take you in their hold, envelope
you and move you to an increasingly louder echo rising
from your inner depths and a final realization that be-
comes clearer at every second step.’’

Zohrab’s contribution to different trends in art has
been of great value, a quote from a leading Lebanese
Daily, AN NAHAR (Nov. 26, 1980) proves the fact:
«“Zohrab is of Armenian origin, we say this not to draw
attention upon his identity, but to stress upon his per-
sonal contribution to the general Lebanese trend in
art.”’ (Nazih Ktater).

Zohrab has a skillful handling of his theme. His sure
technique and his recurring tendency at expressionism
emanating from deeply felt genuine aesthetic vibrations
are the most important characteristics of his art. Other
important characteristics are the predominance of
drawing over mere painting and coloration, and a priori-
ty to description and narration over abstractions and
dizzy day dreams.

The exhibition consisting of thirty five works in
Chinese ink, water color aquarelle and pencil will be ex-
hibited at the Prelacy headquarters from April 10 to 25,
1981.

All art-lovers are invited to attend.

OUTREACH

His Grace Bishop Mesrob Ashjian, Prelate

Editor. .. ... Hasmig Mergian

OUTREACH (USPS 426-490) is published monthly by the
Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America, 138 East
39th Street, New York, New York 10016, (212) 689-7810. Un-
solicited manuscripts will be considered for publication; please
include a stamped, self-addressed return envelope. We reserve
the right to edit articles in order to conform to space limitations.
Signed articles do not necessarily reflect the policy of the Arme-
nian Apostolic Church of America. Send all correspondence to
the above address to the attention of the Editor. Printed in the
United States of America. Second class postage paid at New
York, New York 10016.
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Twelve paﬁ'sil priests attend seminar presided over by the Prelate, Bishop Ashjian during observance of
Ghevontianz.

Ghevontianz, The Spirit of Priesthood

To commemorate Ghevontianz, the feast of priesthood, on February 23rd and 24th, twelve priests of the
Armenian Apostolic Church under the jurisdiction of the Prelacy took part in a seminar, with Bishop Ashjian
presiding, held at St. Stephen’s Church of Great Britain, Connecticut.

During a Badarak held on Tuesday evening, the 24th, the Bishop dressed in priest’s liturgical vestments in
celebration of Ghevontianz. Communities of Hartfor, Springfield, and New Britain were in attendance as
well as an honored guest Rev. Don Anderson of the Lutheran Church.

Seminars of this nature establish an opportunity for the parish priests to ponder anew the vows they have
taken and the spiritual depth of their service to God and their community. In this vein, the efforts of His
Grace, Bishop Mesrob Ashjian to clarify and shed light on this theme, through organizing such seminars,

was highly appreciated.

aULUNLE hUQR

”’l[ l.rlllmil"Lllla’ 3ﬁ"”l_u'

Ypffu pof qupumen . —

Hepuitsbppr quigh puplyadbypt yup
bhbabgppy vujwpupbpnd:
Lepebpbu pppong prbaps fbpwt
hzuuflnl ncubpl WZIFw[lEzanFbulb :
bu Zw’m Ld uuuflznl_bp 3

Swruuulw'b 3[lunt_u N

Pack np nl_flb:gu:[r wpimnuneng wipkp,
gt

uflnfl@ wkyfr ‘lll'lﬂo'll[l (27 ,guu.rb[:

Pl [t fepdbp jrju: "‘ulq.ulllilbllﬂL fpuy
Upon sl bl Spulbp Sndbpne Sk g £
Rbpbpu b pulbp dpynp Snph' 789,

Sk Iinull;[nn_u ‘ll"".l wﬁ[u.il t’wanbﬂ-—-
bu zw’m bd wipplibip

uuluuuq”u.u'b ellunn_u,

Pk np nLilbyul[r an.@bp lll.ul me ll"""l oo o
qapu.r' dbnibpniy.—

u‘[;lipu Ey nungbp wpuiginbpod Spomugy

Ge Junnnepbbpbu, pumplipblbpnc bk,
llp[n_im I27 l[ﬂpb[" "'uluuvbpu ﬁwpulé kY
Yunpbybs bplufd, Snqp fpopbibs:

Sk, bgnibgbbppu uppwmu B4 joynmkp . —
Go Qw’in Ed fungnebp:

Pppipew's Bfuncu,

Pk ap n:_ilbgmp JunlqELulb llnlllilr i
Q'Eﬂm' ltnqb[vnl_u-—

Utinbp wyppeap dppuy bY unlbp

bL l[[lzma .gﬂLiltil ﬁwilz.qlilv Junlﬂulllmil-
Fnl_&u.ﬂllrp 137 J[rzm ‘lﬂ['ll""b' ”m4a ll"/l' 0
f'[rl:ftg @wrl‘qb Lufln[v uuuln‘[ ltb[nullan:
St'y 0 nﬁnqnyl‘r zn:_i: lf't Ilnllau uiuunn.bp o —
Cuws’un bof lew&anp :

”w4mlqw’[1m 3[1""Lll ¥

"‘ﬂLil I111 FbLbllﬂLlll& '""'gbl' anlEgl.up .
Ypftuw' nnghpnis - —

Uppet uppulbynd Pupuwnbgul jup
Uikpuwlbbpne bypSubpnch JLf:
2mill1ilp wnuug an,g ‘,E u[r[rmq‘uil
s bl puslyusip TEP worsyphfuslyuske
Nunboesslisnbpto §'Snupl Infuppibp . —
bu Z"""” b‘.f@wlbp:

nflllumzrn_wé 3[HInLu 0

bk np Bpquilpnewd uppe Jp ocbgap’

Ypftu uppinp ynyq-—

Bnyupb by’ wjuop nyp bgp h'umypp :

Uppinpo wupnp Pb, wspiliea wbop LE9,

St'v, inb'uy uppupu dpay qugngl S pppeckp - —
MWLhEL LULNRIUY

Armenian Ecclesiastical Music
Concert Held In Carnegie
Recital Hall

As part of a series of Lenten activities sponsored by
the Prelacy’s Ladies Guild, on Sunday afternoon, March
22, 1981, a concert of Armenian ecclesiastical and classi-
cal music was held in New York’s Carnegie Recital Hall.

The audience, filling the hall to capacity, was tho-
roughly entertained by both the masterful presentation
given by the string quartet comprised of Ovsep Katendj-
ian, first violin; Gayaneh Katendjian, cello; Sebu
Sirinian, second violin; and Judy Levitz, viola, and also
the rich repertoire prepared by Krikor Pidedjian, a
musician and noted authority of Armenian liturgical
and folk music.

The program, consisting of two portions, one, ec-
clesiastical pieces, the other, folk songs of such noted
composers as Gomidas and Altounian, was presented in
such a way that a note of balance was struck between the
more serious liturgical works and the heartwarming
melodies. The concert also set the stage for the first per-
formance of the liturgical piece Ter Voghormia as com-
posed by Krikor Pidedjian who had also arranged other
works included in the program.

The young artists’ inspiring performance and the par-
ticularly beautiful arrangements of the various works
combined to enliven the depth of passion embodied in
each note, emparting to all an awesome reverence and
lasting joy during this holy season.

It was truly a fulfilling event.
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Daily Bible Readings
April
1981

1. Wed.—Thirty-first Day of Lent. Ex. 4:1-21, Joel 3:
9-21.

2. Thurs.—Thirty-second day of Lent. Is. 53:1-54:5, 1

Cor. 15:1-28.
. Fri.—Thirty-third day of Lent. Deut. 10:1-15, Job
19:1-29. Is. 45:1-13.

4. Sat.—Thirty-fourth day of Lent. Feast of Saint
Gregory The Illuminator. Remembrance of His
Tortures and His Imprisonment in the Pit.

Wisdom 1:15-2:22, Mic. 7:7-10, Phil. 1:12-21,
Mt. 16:24-28.

5. Sun.—Sixth Sunday of Lent. Sunday of the Advent.
Pilgrimage to the Cathedral of the Holy See of
Cilicia in Antelias, Lebanon. Is. 66:1-24, Col.
2:8-3:17, Mt. 22:34-23:39. =

6. Mon.—Thirty-sixth day of Lent. Dan. 7:2-27, 1
Cor. 12:1-7.

7. Tues.—Thirty-seventh day of Lent. Feast of the
Annunciation of the Virgin Mary. Song 1:1-11,
Prov. 11:30-12:4, Is. 52:7-10, Zech. 2:10-13, Mal.
3:1-2, 2 Cor. 6:16-7:1, Lk. 1:26-38. )

8. Wed.—Thirty-eighth day of Lent. Ex. 4:21-5:3, Zech.
9:9-16.

9. Thurs.— Thirty-ninth day of Lent. Ezek. 37:1-14, 1
Tim. 3:14-16.

10. Fri.—Fortieth day of Lent. Deut. 11:10-25, Job
21:1-24, Is. 46:3-47:4.

11. Sat.—Remembrance of the Raising of Lazarus.
Lent. Wisdom 10:9-20, Prov. 14:27-35. 1 Thess.
4:13-17, Jn. 11:1-54, Jn. 11:55-12:11.

12. Sun.—Palm Sunday=—=ILent. Song 1:1-23, Zech.
9:9-15, Phil. 4:4-7, Mt. 20:29-21:47.

13. Moy Great Monday=—Lent. Recalling the Crea-
tion. Gen. 1:1-3:24, Prov. 1:1-9, Is. 40:1-8, Mt.
20:17-28. Mt 21:18-22:14,

14. Tues.—Great Tuesday—Lent. Recalling the parable
of the wise and foolish virgins. Gen. 6:9-9:17, Prov.
9:1-10:6, Is. 40:9-17, Mt. 24:1-26:2, Mk. 12:13-44.

15. Wed.—Great Wednesday—Lent. In memory of the
Betrayal of our Lord. Gen 18:1-19:30, Prov. 1:10-
19, Zech. 11:11-14, Mt. 26:3-16, Mk. 14:1-11.

16. Thurs.—Maundy Thursday—Lent. In Remem-
brance of the Last Supper. Washing of the Feet of
the Disciples. 1 Cor. 11:23-32, Mt. 26:17-30. Wash-
ing of the Feet of the Disciples Ex. 30:17-21, 1 Kings
7:38-40, 2 Chron. 4:2-6, Is. 44:2-6, 1 Cor. 10:1-4, 1
Jn. 4:7-21, Jn. 13:1-11, Jn. 14:12-15.

17. Fri.—Good Friday—Lent. Remembrance of the
Passion, Crucifixion and Entombment of OQur Lord
Jesus Christ. The seven Gospel readings of the Eve-
ning Service (Husgoom), Jn. 13:16-18:1, Lk. 22:1-
65, Mk. 14:27-72, Mt. 26:31-56, Mt. 26:57-75, Jn.
18:2-27, IJn. 18:28-19-16. Entombment Service,
Wisdom 2:1-22, Zech. 12:8-14, 1 Pet. 3:17-20, Mt.
27:57-61.

18. Great Saturday—Easter Eve. 1 Cor. 15:1-11, Mt.
28:1-20.

19. Sun.—Easter—Feast of the Resurrection of our
Lord Jesus Christ. Acts 1:15-26, Mk. 16:2-8.

20. Mon.—Second day after Easter, Memorial Day.
Acts 2:22-41, Lk. 24:1-12.

21. Tues.—Third day after Easter, Acts 2:42-3:21, Lk.
24:13-35.

22. Wed.—Fourth day after Easter, Acts 3:22-4:12, Jas.
1:1-12, Lk. 24:36-40.

23. Thurs.—Fifth day after Easter, Acts 4:13-31, Jas.
1:13-27, Mt. 5:1-12.

24. Fri.—Sixth day after Easter, Armenian Martyrs
Day. Remembrance of the one million Martyrs of
World War I. Acts 4:32-5-11, Jas. 2:1-13, Jn. 21:
1-14. [

25. Sat.—Seventh day after Easter, Remembrance of
the Beheading of St. John the Baptist. Prov. 8:4-11,
Is. 40:3-8, Mal. 4:4-6, Acts 13:26-33, Mk. 6:14-29,
Acts 5:12-33, Jas. 2:14-26, Jn. 21:15-25.

26. New Sunday. Lk. 4:14-30, Acts 5:34-6:7, Jas. 3:
1-12, Jn. 1:1-17, Jn. 21:15-25, Mt. 27:50-61, Jn.
20:26-31.

27. Mon.—Ninth day after Easter. Lk. 4:31-41, Acts 6:
8-7:29, Jas. 3:13-4:6, Jn. 1:18-28, Mt. 4:12-25, Mk.
1:14-20.

28. Tues.—Tenth day after Easter. Lk. 4:42-5:11, Acts
7:30-8:2, Jas. 4:7-17, In. 1:29-34, Mt. 5:1-16, Mk.
1:21-34.

29. Wed.—Eleventh day after Easter. Lk. 5:12-16, Acts
8:3-13, Jas. 5:1-11, Jn. 1:35-42, Mt. 5:17-48, Mk.
1:35-45.

30. Thurs.—Twelfth day after Easter. Lk. 5:17-26,
Acts 8:14-25, Jas. 5:12-20, Jn. 1:43-51, Mt. 6:1-21,
Mk. 2:1-12.

w

Abbreviations Used This Month

Old Testament New Testament
Ex. Exodus Mt. Matthew
Deut. Deuteronomy Mk. Mark
Chron. 2 Chronicles Lk. Luke
Prov. Proverbs In. John
Song. Song of Solomon 1 Cor. 1 Corinthians
Is. Isaiah 2 Cor. 2 Corinthians
Ezek. Ezekiel ; Phil.  Philippians
Dan. Daniel Col. Colossians
Mic.  Micah 1 Thess. 1 Thessalonian
Zech. Zechariah 1 Tim. 1 Timothy
Mal. Malachi Jas. James

1 Pet. 1 Peter

1 Jn. 1 John 5
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Letter To Vartan

The following letter, written by Eugenie Shehirian to
her nephew Vartan is the second in a series of letters in
which she reflects on various aspects of Armenian com-
munity life and attempts to clarify the specific role and
particular difficulties that youth, like Vartan, must
grapple with in order to live out their Armenian heritage.

Anooshig Vartan;

The big news today is Ani was sold again.

You may not know what this event meant in Armen-
ian history. It was an unfortunate one then, but last
weekend, when I uttered the samewords, I felt an inex-
plicable happiness within me. You see because of the
present circumstances certain events and terms have dif-
ferent meanings to us. For thousands of years the Ar-
menian language was the natural means of communica-
tion for us. To hear children play in Armenian was
natural in my childhood. Today you know yourself that
you and other children make special efforts to play, sing
or even fight in Armenian. We have lost our land, the
institutions, surroundings and even the climate of the
old days. Therefore, in our homes we try to recreate an
atmosphere where Armenian is heard and Armenian
history reviewed with the aid of available pictures.
When that atmosphere is shared by children moreover,
we forget our sacrifices and rejoice in our little successes.

Last weekend was such a time of rejoicing for me.
You remember of course a few years ago you used to
spend weekends with us. Now, your eight year old
brother Hrach, often spends his weekends the same way.
Well, last Friday evening after finishing house chores
and being able to spend some time with him, I took
Leo’s book Ani (in Armenian) and leafed through to
show him some pictures and also to use it as reading
material. There was a specific picture ‘“The Official En-
trance of the Barons’ Palace’” I wanted to show to him
but had forgotten the page number. So we started from
the beginning. We looked at each picture; he read the
captions and we had a short question and answer period
about each picture. They were all in black and white and
not the best reproductions. After all, these photographs
were taken in 1904 when Leo had visited Ani, the once
beautiful capital city of the Pakradoony kings, the city
of thousand and one churches (as our forefathers called
it). The ruined wall of the city, the ruined churches, the
ruined bridges of the Akhoorian river, the caves, the
canyons and the city’s main entrance were all subjects of
our admiration.

The following morning as soon as he woke up he
looked for Ani. His little and innocent mind could not
forget. So we patiently started again.

““Is this church still like this?’’ he asked.

‘““What do you mean?’’ I asked.

‘I mean is it in ruins like this, half demolished?”’

““Of course. Perhaps in worse condition. Turks have
been destroying Armenian and other churches for hun-
dreds and hundreds of years.”’

““Those Turks have been there for so long; in those
centuries haven’t they repaired those beautiful churches
and bridges and castles. . .?”’

“Well. . ..”

What could I tell him? However, he had a solution.
For him something had to be done to repair and rebuild
whatever had been destroyed. One could almost see his
chain of thoughts. With a twinkle in his eyes he stood up
and declared his solution. ‘“When I grow up I will
become strong. I will have a spaceship and with my
spaceship I will go to Ani and build again those beauti-
ful churches and the bridges and the homes and the
castles and the whole city. . ..”

As for me, watching this little boy make such a
declaration in Armenian was worth any crown money
could buy.

Later, when his father came to take him to his violin
lesson I said imitating Hrach’s manner ‘‘Brother let it be
known to you that this morning Ani was sold again, to
Hrach by his

Loving
Eugenie Horkoor

Paregentan Weekend A Success

From hearing their comments one thing was certain,
the 80 guests attending Paregentan Weekend in Mans-
field, Mass. were sincerely pleased with the total week-
end. They were unanimous in stating that it was an un-
qualified success, both culturally and socially.

The results of the raffle drawing sponsored by the
Prelacy Ways and Means Committee were as follows:

First Prize: $10,000 — Mr. Shavarsh Bedrossian from St.
Stephen’s Armenian Apostolic Church of Greater Bos-
ton. Having sold the ticket to himself, Mr. Bedrossian
also won the trip for two to Armenia.

Second Prize: $5,000 — Miss Sona Hamalian of New
Jersey. .
Third Prize: $2,000 — Mr. Garo Arabian from the
Washington community.

Fourth Prize: $1,000 — Mr. Harry Egarian from New
Jersey.

Fifth Prize: $1,000 — Mr. Shahan Pacradouni, from
Montreal, Canada.

It is quite apparent that next year’s Paregentan Week-
end will be oversubscribed.
Committee, take note. . ..
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Minor Orders Administered to
Altar Boys by the Prelate

On Sunday of the Great Paregentan, March 1, 1981,
Sts. Vartanantz Church of Providence, Rhode Island, wit-
nessed the ordination of seven altar boys who received
the four Minor Orders of the church at the hands of the
Plelate, Bishop Mesrob Ashjian. The priest asked the
candidates to kneel down before the Bishop, who in-
structed them to serve their church in complete faithful-
ness and dedication to her dogma and doctrine. ‘“Your
grace,’’ reponded the priest, ‘‘these the servants of God,
Levon Khatchadourian, Harootune Darakjian, Manoog
Darakjian, Raffi Chorekian, Galvin Chorekian, Sarkis
Oundjian, Andre Arakelian and Sebouh Yepremian, are
worthy and are willing to serve the Church of Christ
with total obedience, being faithful to the orthodoxy of
the Church.’’ By laying on of his hands, the Bishop bes-
towed upon them the right to perform duties as acolytes.
They were now authorized to open and close the doors
of the church, to read the lessons from the Bible, to read
certain litanies from the book of the ritual, to light the
candles of the church, and to clear the Sanctuary, Altar,
etc.

Upon completing the ordination, with a special prayer,
the Bishop gave permission to Levon Khatchadourian,
Harootune Darakjian and Manoog Darakjian to bear
stoles, and shake the censor during the Divine Liturgy
and other church services.

Congratulations to the newly ordained acolytes and
stole-bearers and to their parents. May the grace of the
Holy Spirit make them to become worthy children of
God and servants of the Holy Church.

(Continued from page 1)

Two Armenian Leaders. . .

““I continue to live my sweet days of childhood learn-
ing the U. A 4’ Minas reflected during his life; yet even
with his death he achieved the certainly that this sweet-
ness would live on for all, by eternalizing the U. R &, the
inspiration of his mind and heart.

EDWARD SAHAGIAN

Death came to Edward Sahagian on Sunday morning,
March 8, only a short week after the passing of his close
friend and ideological comrade of many decades, Minas
Minassian. With the death of Edward Sahagian, the
Armenian community loses a patriarchal figure, a be-
loved friend, a community leader of many years’ stand-
ing, a journalist and a leading intellectual.

The deceased was born in 1899 into a clergyman’s
family in the Everek district of the Caesarea region. He

_emigrated to the U.S. as an adolescent and, in 1917, was

already at work in Boston, editing the ‘“Hairenik’’ daily,
a position which he occupied until May 1920, when he
moved to New York. For a time, Edward Sahagian
studied medicine; however, meeting Armen Garo altered
the course of his life.

= g :
SOLEMN REQUIEM SERVICE
 AND PUBLIC COMMEMORATION

At first, he accepted the post of assistant to the
minister of the Armenian Republic, Armenian Legation
in Washington D.C. and served from 1921-22. He then °
entered the world of private enterprise, in which he
found singular success as chairman of the board of Pic-
torial Powers Conway Photoengraving Co. This involve-
ment did not in any way impede Sahagian’s intellectual
and literary life. In 1922, he became the editor-publisher
of the literary monthly ‘‘Navasard” in N.Y., to which
Oshagan, Issahakian, Destegul, Sansivas, Kasbarian
and others contributed.

Up until the 1960’s, Edward Sahagian played an ac-
tive role in the leadership of the A.R.F. as member of its
Central Executive, the Armenian Cultural Association
etc. He made a particularly significant contribution to
the Armenian Cause—first working with Vahan Car-
dashian, later serving as local president of the American
Committee for the Independence of Armenia (Hai
Tahd) and past national president of same.

Mr. Sahagian was appointed delegate to the National
Representative Assembly and served as its chairman for
many years. He enjoyed recounting that, when Catholi-
cos Sahag Khabayan II visited Caesarea in 1909, he,
then merely a young lad, had been a candle bearer
during church services, and that, subsequently, that
same lad was twice elected Chairman of the World
Assembly of the Catholicosate of Cilicia.

Edward Sahagian was also a well-known public
speaker who captivated audiences everywhere, par-
ticularly through the weekly radio hour, Armenian
Echoes, of whose board of directors he was a member.

In 1977, a special honor was bestowed upon Mr.
Sahagian at the National Representative Assembly held
in Montreal. As recently as March 30, 1980, Edward
Sahagian was honored yet again, this time at the celebra-
tion of his 80th birthday in N.Y.’s St. Moritz Hotel, in
the presence of representatives of all community organi-
zations, and a great number of friends. The Prelate, His
Grace Bishop Mesrob Ashjian, presented Mr. Sahagian
with the order of ““Prince of Cilicia’ on behalf of the
two Catholicoi of Cilicia. '

An amiable and noble soul, Mr. Sahagian remained
energetic, cheerful and optimistic right up to his death.

Though Edward Sahagian spent most of his life in the
Diaspora, he remained firmly attached to his birthplace,
his fatherland. Love for the fatherland motivated his
selfless devotion to the Armenian church, literature, and
the cause of popular liberation. Sahagian served as a
bridge between the first, immigrant generation and the
second, American-born.

He leaves this world with the knowledge of having
fully performed his duty and with peace of mind.

In appreciation of his long-standing and fruitful serv-
ice to the Armenian community, the Prelacy Executive
Committee decided to conduct a national funeral.

The Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of
America extends its heartfelt condolences to both Minas
Minassian’s and Edward Sahagian’s families, relatives,
and friends.

May their souls rest in peace and may the Holy Spirit
comfort our great loss.
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'OF THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

S OETHE
| OF APRIL 1915

Organized by

THE PRELACY OF :
" THE AHMENIAN APOSTOLIC
! CHURCH OF AMERICA
 Friday, April 24, 1981, 7:30 p.m.
St, Patrick’'s Cathedral
- Fifth Avenue at 51st Street
- New York, N.Y.



