Please return.

Second Class Mail

ARCHIVE COPY

utreach

A Publication of the Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America
Lpunwpulniphil Bdbphiwhuyng Upbibjbwb Bbidp U-qq,m_]h[i UnwyGnprupumbh

Volume III, Number 2
June, 1980

Bishop Mesrob Ashjian Offers Opening Prayer in Congress

PR e A

On April 24, 1980, Bishop Mesrob Ashjian was invited to the House of Representatives on the occasion
of the 65th anniversary of Martyrs’ Day. His Grace offered the following opening prayer: ‘‘Heavenly
Father reveal Thy infinite and loving spirit to this august body that they may be ennobled in their constant
quest for peace, freedom, and justice for all mankind. In Thy unbounded kindness, remember the souls
of the 1,500,000 Armenians who perished in the holocaust of April 24, 1915. Today, we offer to Thee our
Armenian martyrs as an act of redemption for all mankind. Grant, Almighty God, courage and
forbearance to this great Nation that it may forever remain a shining beacon of justice and freedom.
Grant us wisdom, that we may, at all times, think, speak, and do before Thee that which is good in Thy
sight and walk together on the path of peace amidst all the glories of Thy creation. Amen.”’ After Con-
gressman George E. Danielson introduced Bishop Ashjian, several congressmen addressed the House on
the significance of April 24 for Armenian Americans and all peoples of the world concerned with human
rights. Discussion of this topic was carried through part of the afternoon session also.

A Summary of Resolutions
Accepted by NRA

CHURCH UNITY

In recognition of the abiding desire and need for church
unity in America, the 1980 National Representative
Assembly reaffirms once again its commitment to this
goal. The NRA welcomes the spirit and endorses the
recommendations of the joint meeting between the Holy
Sees of Etchmiadzin and Cilicia which was held in Oc-
tober, 1979. We direct the Executive Council to instruct
the Interdiocesan Committee to meet in the coming year
and to accelerate the discussions that have been initiated
with representatives of the Etchmiadzin diocese since
1970. We urge that a climate of mutual respect,
understanding and cooperation be developed between
the separated communities of the Prelacy and Diocese.
We call upon all our people, both clergy and laity, to
rededicate themselves to the goal of church unity which
is the highest aspiration of our church and nation.

CONSTITUTIONAL MATTERS

1. To elect half of the number of members annually to
the Executive Council. The present situation allows for
the entire Council to be re-elected as a body.

2. To ascertain, annually, the number of delegates to the
NRA, based on home church membership numbers.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
1. A total commitment to the implementation of a
religious education program.

2. To appoint a Director of Religious Education and to
create an office for the project.

3. A curriculum for Sunday Schools to be developed by
the Religious Education Council from the 6 through the
12th year levels.

ARMENIAN SCHOOLS

1. To increase the number of students in the school net-
work via national and regional professional publicity
programs.

2. Create satellite schools in areas that are great
distances from Armenian Church and community
centers.

3. Create uniformity in curricula and teaching materials.
4. Encourage the founding of day schools where
feasible.

AUXILIARY BODIES

1. Encourage regional meetings of boards of trustees.
2. Encourage a closer working relationship between
boards of trustees and the Prelacy.

3. Encourage special attention to youths and their
organizations. To organize seminars on subjects of vital
significance to them.

4. To organize Church Choir seminars.
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Editorial. . . . . .

Honor Thy Father

For ages, man, as father, has been a silent yet
powerful force in shaping the destiny of future
generations. Providing for his family’s most
essential needs, he has unquestioningly shouldered
the responsibility of their ultimate well-being. Yet,
this gentle cloak of protection, often times, subtly
overshadows the most vital element of union be-
tween father and child — a bond of love built on
mutual respect and reciprocity.

The art of giving and receiving is not easily
learned. A father, by providing the security of
food, clothing, and shelter, lays only the initial
groundwork from which his child can acquire a
basic trust and willingness necessary for a growing
life. He must, in turn, trust and be willing to give
and receive the joy, pain, anger, and love that
flow through the years, thus, revealing the strug-
gle of his own individual spirit and the core of our
human existence.

Children learn initially through imitation. On
acquiring a self-respect, they venture to question
and go on to discover their own path. A father
who respects his child’s right to question gives him
the courage to go on; a father who expects his
child’s blind obedience closes the doors to the
future.

“I] am the real vine, and my Father is the
gardener. He breaks off every branch in me that
does not bear fruit, and prunes every branch that
does bear fruit, so that it will be clean and bear
more fruit.”’ (John 15:1-2)

A father, as gardener, must realize that
children, like trees, are not all the same. He must
care for each, trusting the strength of their roots.
And, in time, his labor will be honored with a fruit
that, having been nurtured by his spirit, has grown
more bountiful.
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Dr. Joshua A. Fishman at A.N.E.C. Conference

Dr. Joshua A. Fishman, universally recognized authority in socio-linguistics, conducted a conference on Thursday,
May 15, at the Armenian National Education Committee headquarters at the Prelacy. Among the assembled Educa-
tion Committee members and guests was the Prelate and honorary president of the Committee, Bishop Mesrob
Ashjian. Also present were representatives of the Armenian educational, linguistic and literary communities in the tri-
state area.

The Armenian National Education Committee’s purpose in organizing the conference was to obtain the thoughts of
an authority such as Dr. Fishman in carrying out its task of re-ordering priorities and establishing policies in
Armenian-American education today in the light of socio-linguistic findings. One of the stated professional goals of
the Education Committee is, ‘‘to instill the Armenian spirit in the student, based on knowledge of his culture and
language.”’ This charge, entrusted to the A.N.E.C., is implemented through its network of 30 schools in the United
States and Canada (Saturday and Day schools), co-sponsored by the Prelacy and the Armenian Relief Society.

Dr. Fishman accepted the Education Committee’s invitation to share insights drawn from his vast experience in
research in ethnic and socio-linguistics in the United States. The scientific studies made by Dr. Fishman of the myriad
social, psychological and economic factors that influence the retention and transmission of ethnic language have led
to his writing the definitive volumes on those subjects. Among these, ‘‘Language Loyalty in the United States’’ and
‘“‘American Immigrant Groups: Ethnic Identification and the Problem of Generations’’ have become classics in the
field. More recently, Dr. Fishman has included data concerning Armenian school in the many reports that he prepares
both for his own research and for the U.S. Government Office of Education.

In his remarks Dr. Fishman indicated that the recent renaissance in ethnic studies reflects subtle attitudinal changes
in the ethnic communities of this country. Dr. Fishman stressed that, normally, a well-established network of adult
native speakers is necessary to assure the transmission of language from generation to generation. Exceptions to this
rule are increasing; however, he pointed out, currently more and more students are learning the language only in the
ethnic school. Due to heightened interest and to more positive attitudes, these young people are learning to speak a
language which their parents very often cannot, or do not speak at home.

Dr. Fishman confirmed what Armenian-American educators have long suspected by stating that, ‘‘Naturally, the
linguistic accomplishments of the weekend schools are more modest than those of the day schools; however, without
those significant changes in attitudes, or lacking a network of native speakers, even graduates of the day schools even-
tually slip back into the language of the environment. . . What both types of schools are able to successfully ac-
complish,”” continued Dr. Fishman, ‘‘is the transmittal of ethnic attitudes and values, without using the ethnic
language, although most ethnic educators claim that you can’t be an X-ethnic without speaking the X-ethnic
language!”’

As for the recent influx of native speakers to these shores, Dr. Fishman finds that generally only a momentary lift is
given to the community in terms of language maintenance and transmission. ‘‘It is the first wave of immigrants, the
old-timers, and their children, the first-born in the U.S. who continue to be the supporters of the community. The
new waves of immigrants are better equipped to live life outside the ethnic group than the first wave was, and
therefore assimilate faster than the old-timers did,’’ asserted Dr. Fishman.

In the discussion of language goals modification, Dr. Fishman stated that many ethnic communities have modified
their language standards of both the vernacular spoken language and of their ecclesiastic/liturgical language to almost
ritualized speech. Only certain phrases of the mother tongue are retained to be recited by rote in school or in chorus in
church. Dr. Fishman said that some of these institutions have Anglicized their offerings to the point where they have
lost the ethnic language completely. As an example he cited the Missouri Synod of the Lutheran Church of America.
Once totally German, today there are no congregations within that group using German as the ecclesiastical language.

The Armenian National Education Committee mandate of setting realistic goals for language and culture transmis-
sion in Armenian-American education, will be given the necessary impetus if guidelines are clarified and parameter
defined in a professional manner. To this end, the conference with Dr. Fishman provided invaluable background
study for the work of turning the hopes and dreams of our Armenian community into workable educational programs
for our youth.

Hourig Papazian-Sahagian
Executive Coordinator Armenian National Education Committee

]

Dr. Joshua Fishman poses with
members of the ANEC follow-
ing the conference. Shown, left
to right are, Khachig Tololyan,
Arpy Kashmanian,  Michael
Mirakian, Fishman, Ashot
Mirijanian, Zevart Balikjian,
and Hourig Sahagian.

Council Elects Executive

The newly elected members of the Executive Council
of the Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of
America, convened their first meeting at the invitation
of the Prelate, His Grace, Bishop Mesrob Ashjian on
Saturday May 17, 1980, at the Prelacy.

At this meeting the following members were elected to
the Executive Committee: Rev. Moushegh Der Kaloust-
ian, Chairman, Religious Council; Rev. Antranig Bal-
jian, Secretary, Religious Council; Mr. Sarkis Teshoian,
Chairman, Executive Council; Mr. Carnig Piligian,
Vice-Chairman; Mr. Nazareth Emlikian, Treasurer; and
Mr. Onnic Marashian, Secretary.

Golf and Tennis to Aid ARS School

The 5th Annual ARS Day School Golf and Tennis
Classic will be held on Monday, June 23rd, at the
Lochmoor Club in Grosse Pointe Woods, in the greater
Detroit area. This year’s event promises to be even more
successful than last year when $21,000 was presented to
the school.

This annual fund-raising event is supported by in-
dividual donations of $175, which is tax deductible. This
all-day event includes golf and tennis tournaments,
swimming, sauna, continental breakfast, lunch, dinner,
and an open bar. There will be golf and tennis awards,
and door prizes, plus gifts and favors for all.

New 1980 cars will be awarded as hole-in-one prizes
for three of the par-3 holes: an Olds Cutlass Diesel, an
AMC Spirit Liftback and a Toyota Celica Supra, all
sponsored by Bob Saks in Farmington.

NAREK on the BBC

On Sunday, March 16, the enormous listening public
to a popular, morning program aired by the British
Broadcasting Corporation, woke up to the sounds of
one of Narekatsi’s odes. The program was part of an in-
terview with Mischa Kudian, the translator of ‘‘Lamen-
tations of Narek,”’ about a lecture he had recently given
on the works of Gregory of Narek at London’s Royal
Festival Hall.

Three days later, the BBC World Service transmitted
another segment of Kudian’s interview, giving it
worldwide coverage.

Kudian explained that the ‘‘Lamentations of Narek’’
is a collection of prayers in eloquent verse, displaying
Narekatsi’s craving to transform the hopelessly sinful
self of his human nature into a divine one, ultimately
united with God. )

In reply to a question of what the work had to offer
Christians today, Kudian said that the spiritual quality
of the writing and the beauty of the poetry stresses the
inspirational qualities of life, and a fact often forgotten
— that man has a soul.

The transmission ended with the commentator saying:
““Mischa Kudian [is] the translator of words from one
thousand years ago — words which speak directly to our
cynical world.”’

Lamentations of Narek
by Grigor Narekatsi

Edited and Translated by Mischa Kudian
is available at the Prelacy’s Book Store
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following piece is by one of its students.

Age, 14

few words in Armenian.

portunity to learn the language.

instructor.

Due to an oversight, the St. Gregory’s Armenian School of North Andover, Mass., was not represented in the
April issue of OUTREACH which was dedicated to works by children. Please accept our sincere apologies. The

WHY I LIKE ARMENIAN

by Sonya Vartabedian
St. Gregory School, North Andover, Mass.

Unlike the English language, the Armenian is quite unique in its own way. It consists of 38 letters and is one of
the hardest languages in the world to learn because there are many letters which have similar sounds.

When 1 first started attending Armenian classes, I never realized how important it was to know Armenian. I
used to wake up every Sunday morning hoping that classes were cancelled. I used to pray for show in May.

But now that I have learned it, the language has come in handy. I’'m now able to understand what my elders are
saying behind my back and can hold a conversation with them.

As a result, no secrets are kept from me. Nothing pleases my great-grandmother more than to hear me say a

But the Armenian language plays a more specific role in our heritage. The Armenian fedayeen fought for this
language and it is up to us to preserve it. It is our very own and we must cherish it. The language is one of the few
things which will keep our wonderful nationality going forever. I hope others are as fortunate in gaining the op-

One other thing: I don’t really have much choice in the matter. You see, my father is the Armenian School

Armenian School students at St. Gregory Armenian Apostolic Church in North Andover, Mass.
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Sts. Vartanantz Church
Marks 40th Anniversary

Dy Angel H. Perethian

Providence, R.I.—Sts. Vartanantz Armenian
Apostolic Church celebrated its 40th anniversary
on Sunday, May 18. A large crowd of church
members and friends attended the ceremony dur-
ing which an array of speakers, including Bishop
Mesrob Ashjian, Governor J. Joseph Garrahy,
Mayor Vincent A. Cianic, Jr. of Providence, Fr.

Mesrob Tashjian and Ramon Zorabedian, took,

part in the program, emceed by Harry Kushigian.

Just about everyone loves a party—and what a
party it was—good food, entertainment, and most
of all, good fellowship. Six gentlemen, Mesrs.
Asadour Barsamian, Artacky Berberian, Hovag
Hagopian, Soghomon Karentz, Boghos Sahagian,
and Dickran Sahagian were honored for their part
in organizing, maintaining and perpetuating the
church community. This laity, representative of
the first Armenian immigrants, with their love for
the church, their pride, generosity, encouragement
and above all, through their faith made Sts. Var-
tanantz Church a reality.

After dinner, the viewing of a sound movie
made especially for the occasion, of His Holiness
Karekin II’s congratulatory message was timely
and inspiring. Fr. Tashjian then gave a brief
biographical sketch of the honored guests after
which Bishop Ashjian presented each with a
special commemorative plaque. In his address to
the gathering His Grace reiterated the importance
of maintaining ties between the old and new, and
church and nation.

Entertainment included Mrs. Shnorick Bas-
majian Markarian who sang several Armenian
songs and Shake Sahakian who recited poetry
written in honor of the anniversary of Fr. Tash-
jian.

After the afternoon festivities reached a peak
with the lighting of the birthday cake candles and
a cascade of colorful balloons, His Grace gave the
benediction and the program drew to a close with
the singing of ‘“Giligia.”’

Special thanks to the banquet committee com-
prised of: Peter Tikoian, chairman; Ann Tikoian,
Anna Topalian, Antranig Avakian, Chet Takian,
John and Sylvia Varadian and Angel and Charles
Perethian,

A Quaker, hearing a person tell of how deeply
he felt for another who was in distress and in
need of assistance, dryly asked: ‘‘Friend, hast
thou felt in thy pocket for him?”’

Project SAVE Seeks Photo Documentation

This photo is from the collection of Ruth Thomason’s Project SAVE, donated by Shinork Kilarjian, Brooklyn, N.Y.

Serop Kilarjian, called Lousaper Emmi, gives free books and shoes to poor children. This photo is dated
1909 and taken in front of Aramian Varjaran, in Sepastia, Turkish Armenia.

Ruth Thomason (Thomasian), a costume designer, created project SAVE (Salute Armenians’ Valiant
Existence) to preserve recent Armenian history through costume and photograph. After five years she
finds herself mostly retrieving old photographs. Through personal contact she has been able to document
these photos with as much first hand information as possible.

In a recent interview, Ms. Thomason talked about SAVE: ‘‘This is an on-going effort. The photograph
is a historian’s dream; the period since 1838, when the photographic process was first developed, is im-
measurably enhanced by photographic records of the family, community, military, etc., in both the old
and new countries. The work is very addictive. I think as long as people have photographs to be retrieved,
I will work on this project. There are endless possibilities for books and research. I was able to provide
the Lerner Publishing Company (Minneapolis) with eight photographs for Armernians in America, by
Arra Avakian, one book in their series on ethnic Americans. I used enlargements of twenty photographs
in an exhibit of Armenian Heritage Needlework. The photographs made a magnificent visual impact.
Now I am planning the establishment of an archive to house the photos so that they will be accessible for
research purposes.”’

Ms. Thomason welcomes anyone with vintage and modern photographs to contact her. She tells of
people who are too shy to say ‘‘I have photographs for you,”’ or who nervously say, ‘I don’t know if I
have anything you would want.”” ‘“‘Invariably,’’ she says, ‘it is these people who have extremely in-
teresting photographs.”’



