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SACRED TRADITIONS REVIVED AT BLESSING

OF HOLY MURON

His Holiness Karekin II stirs the old Muron with the new using the relic of St. Gregory’s righthand.

Summer Camp in Armenia

The Armenian National Education Committee re-
cently received a communication from the Committee
for Cultural Relations with Armenians Abroad, in
Yerevan, inviting a number of students and teachers to
spend part of their summer in Armenia. The ten stu-
dents, selééted from among thirty A.N.E.C. affiliated
schools,” will attend summer camp in the Yerevan area
for the month of August, while three teachers will take
refresher courses in Education at Yerevan University.
All expenses will be defrayed by the Committee for Cul-
tural Relations.

The first such summer program took place in
August of 1979, when three students and one teacher
were sponsored for the trip. Both students and teacher
came in contact with hundreds of Armenians from
around the world, who were also participating in the
program.

Summer projects of this nature play an important
role in achieving the Education Committee’s stated goal:
to instill the Armenian spirit in the student, based on
knowlegde of his culture and language. A.N.E.C.’s
future plans call for more hands on learning experiences
for its youth.

Living on the soil of Armenia, in the shadow of
Ararat, and within the social setting of international
camp life, will surely be an unforgettable experience for
any Armenian youngster. In the words of one of last
year’s student-camper, ‘It was the best of both worlds
for me to go from Camp Haiastan to camp in Haiastan,
all in one summer!”’

Hourig Papazian-Sahagian
Executive Coordinator Armenian National
Educational Committee
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Blessing of Holy Muron

On May 25, 1980, Pentacost Sunday, more than
15,000 people assembled in Antelias, Lebanon for the
Blessing of the Holy Muron. The crowds, coming from
distances as far as the United States, Kuwait, Cyprus,
Greece, Iran, and Syria among others, were witness to
this elaborate ceremony, a source of spiritual renewal
and national awakening for all Armenians.

The blessing of the Holy Muron is a privilege of the
Catholicoi alone performed once every seven years. This
year marked the 50th anniversary of the Catholicosate’s
transfer from Sis in Cilicia to Antelias. His Holiness
Khoren I presided over the ceremonies, while His
Holiness Karekin II celebrated the divine liturgy assisted
by all present bishops.

The Catholicosate of All Armenians in Etchmiadzin
and the Armenian Patriarcate were represented by Arch-
bishop Hairig Aslanian from Jerusalem. Also present
were: the Armenian Catholicosate of Cilicia Archbishop
Ghevont Tchebeyan, Archbishop Ardak Manoukian
(Tehran, Iran), Archbishop Sahag Ayvazian (Athens,
Greece) Archbishop Ardavazt Terterian, Bishop Nerses
Pakhdikian, Bishop Datev Sarkissian, Bishop Vardan
Demirdjian, Bishop Mesrob Ashjian (New York,
U.S.A.) Bishop Souren Kataroyan (Aleppo, Syria),
Bishop Gorun Babian (Isfahan, Iran) Bishop Yeprem
Tabakian (Los Angeles, Calif. U.S.A.) Bishop Zareh
Aznavorian (Cyprus) and Bishop Aram Keshishian
(Beirut, Lebanon).

Minister of Justice, Mr. Youssef Gebrane was dele-
gated to represent the President of Lebanon, Mr. Elias
Sarkis expressing Lebanon’s joy for this blessed oc-
casion.

Ceremonies began with an imposing processional
composed of the Shnorhali Choir members followed by
Seminary students, parish priests, and vardapets. For-
teen bishops and archbishops, fully vested, led the two
Catholicoi, Khoren I and Karekin II, under the
Catholicossal Canopy where the liturgy began at 9 a.m.

When reaching the moment of the kiss of peace
(Voghtchouyn), three archbishops, accompanied by all
priests, went to the Cathedral where the cauldron of the
Holy Muron had been laid for forty days.

While the bells were ringing and special hymns were
being chanted, the cauldron was brought in procession
to the Altar where Catholicoi Khoren I and Karekin IT
received it. Each bishop and archbishop read a prayer

(Continued on page 4)



EDWARD SAHAGIAN HONORED

Mr. Edward Sahagian, a prominent member of the
Armenian community, was recently honored at a special
banquet held in recognition of his 60 years of service
rendered to the Armenian Church and community.

Old and new friends, from all walks of life, were
brought together through the ingenious efforts of Mr.
Jack Chaderjian who emceed the event held at the St.
Moritz Hotel Ballroom in New York City.

His Grace, Bishop Mesrob Ashjian, praised Mr.
Sahagian’s generous endeavors and read a special
congratulatory letter from Catholicoi, His Holiness
Khoren I and His Holiness Karekin II. The Prelate then
bestowed the title of “‘Prince and Princess of Cilicia”
upon Mr. and Mrs. Sahagian respectively.

Our congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Sahagian for
this well-deserved recognition.
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PRACTICAL TEXTBOOK
of
WESTERN ARMENIAN
by H. Kurkjian
First Volume

English Adaptation
V. Pattie

This textbook applies a self-teaching method.

Language problems are explained clearly and
briefly.

Each text has its translation; each exercise, its
answer key.

No theory to study; no grammer rules to learn.

Each chapter introduces one or two items at a
time and never more than a dozen new words.

A complete cassette-recording is also available
to simplify the learning task.

Auvailable at the Prelacy Bookstore:
Textbook $16.50
Textbook & Cassettes $41.00

OUTREACH

His Grace Bishop Mesrob Ashjian, Prelate

Editor...........coovviiiiiiaa.. Hasmig Mergian
Armenian Editor....... Very Rev. Barouyr Ekmekjian

OUTREACH (USPS 426-490) is published monthly by the
Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America, 138 East
39th Street, New York, New York 10016, (212) 689-7810. Un-
solicited manuscripts will be considered for publication; please
include a stamped, self-addressed return envelope. We reserve |
the right to edit articles in ordér to conform to space limitations. |
Signed articles do not necessarily reflect the policy of the Arme- ]

| nian Apostolic Church of America. Send all correspondence to

| the above address to the attention of the Editor. Printed in the |

‘ United States of America. Second class postage paid at New ‘

York, New York 10016.
% ©1980 by Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America

Prelate Visits Mid-West Communities

CHICAGO, IL — On Saturday evening, June 21st, a
fund-raising banquet, placed under the auspices of
Prelate, Bishop Mesrob Ashjian, was held at Orly Air-
port’s Hotel Sheraton in Chicago.

The gathering, attended by over 200 people, was em-
ceed by Mr. Percy Sarkissian, a representative of the
Prelacy’s Executive Council. After several speakers ad-
dressed the audience, a successful fund-raising ensued
for construction of the new Armenian Church and
community center already underway in the Glenview
area of Chicago.

It was especially moving to hear Mr. Levon Mishian,
Chairman of the Holy Saviour Armenian Church of
Westpullman, the first Armenian church built in the
West. Since their church had been sold, they now do-
nated, through the Prelacy, $35,000 towards the new
church center which would serve their spiritual needs in
the future.

Mr. Victor Hudaverdian, an elderly Armenian and a
son of Erzerum, touched all when he generously donated
$50,000 saying, ‘‘Egek tzerk tzerky dank ev kortze
Imetznenk.”’

The fund-raising concluded with a total amount of
$157,000. The consecration of the new Church and
opening of the community center is due October 19,
1980.

FORT WAYNE, IN — For years, Fort Wayne, Indiana
has been readily identified with Zohrab Tazian, who,
aside from being a successful construction engineer, has
earned the title of Ambassador of all things Armenian
for that remote area. On Sunday, June 22nd, Mr.
Tazian had organized an Armenian Day.

Inviting over 800 people to his home, he entertained
with Armenian music and delicacies. Yet, above all, Mr.
Tazian relished showing his guests the model replica of
Mount Ararat, complete with snow and Noah’s Ark,
constructed in his yard.

During the evening, after the Prelate related thoughts
on his recent trip to Lebanon and commended Mr.
Tazian’s delegation, the Bishop presented such prominent

Replica construction of Mount Ararat as seen in Mr.
and Mrs. Zohrab Tazian’s backyard.

guests as Mr. E. Ross Adair, a Congressman from the
4th District of Indiana for over twenty years and later a
U.S. Ambassador to Ethiopia, and Winfield Moses,
Mayor of Fort Wayne, with special souvenirs of the
Blessing of the Holy Muron.

MUNSTER, IN — Over 70 people attended a reception
given by Mr. and Mrs. Raffi Hovanessian in honor of
His Grace, Bishop Mesrob Ashjian. Among guests were
Indiana Congressman Adam Benjamin, Democratic
Party Alderman G. Hagopian, Rev. Sarkis Antreassian,
and the world famous osteopath Hampartzum Kelikian.

After the Prelate addressed the gathering and thanked
Mr. and Mrs. Hovanessian for their gracious gesture,
the guests had the pleasure of viewing a soundtrack film
of the recent Blessing of the Holy Muron in Antelias,
Lebanon.
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STUDENTS LEAVE FOR ANTELIAS

On Monday evening, June 30th, a farewell reception was held in the Prelacy for the six American Armenian students
selected to participate in the Summer Cultural Program in Antelias, Lebanon. The six students: Georgi-Ann Bar-

gamian of North Providence, R.I.; Charla Bizios of Haverhill, Ma.; Christine Engustian of East Providence, R.L.;
Van Krikorian of Washington, D.C.; Edward Moloian of Southfield, Mich.; and Ara Tramblian of Arlington, Va.;
were greeted by the Prelate, Mr. and Mrs. Kevork Hovnanian as sponsors of the Program, Hirair Hovnanian, Set
Momjian, members of the Selection Committee, family, and friends. B

The students, departing on July 1st and returning August 15th, will participate in an intensive program of Armenian
studies and, at the same time, enjoy a firsthand view of an Armenian environment and many landmarks of our heritage.
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Position Available |

Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of
America seeks bilingual (Armenian/English) Sec- |
retary/Receptionist with experience. Steno a plus.
Good typing a must. Salary negotiable. '

Please send Resume to: Armenian Prelacy |
138 E. 39th
New York, N.Y. 10016




Editor’s Note:

The following letter was written by Karlen Moorad-
ian, the nephew of the renowned artist Arshile Gorky, in
protest to Richard Marek Publishers, Inc. who, in 1979,
published a book entitled How We Lived: A Documen-
tary History of the Immigrant Jews in America, 1880-
1930 by Irving Howe and Kenneth Libo. In this book, it
has been stated that Arshile Gorky was an Armenian
Jew.

To allow the spread of this falsehood would be a
denial of the significant contribution Gorky has made as
Armenian artist to the United States and the world of
art. We urge you to write to the publishers, asking that a
correction be made so that future documents will be set
straight.

It is up to us to defend and assert our Armenian
heritage, and Arshile Gorky, as man and artist, has en-
riched it greatly. Write and speak out.

Address correspondence to:

Richard Marek Publishers, Inc.
200 Madison Ave.
New York, N.Y. 10016

Dear Sir:

Arshile Gorky is an Armenian and not Jewish. And as
his nephew, I must protest the falsehood printed in your
book, that he was an ‘‘Armenian Jew,”’ which has re-
sulted in my family being flooded with phone calls and
letters. My mother, Vartoosh, is his sister.

I am referring to: How We Lived: A Documentary
History of Immigrant Jews in America, 1880-1930 by
Irving Howe and Kenneth Libo, published by you
(Richard Marek Publishers, Inc., 200 Madison Avenue,
New York, N.Y. 10016) in 1979. On page 47, under a
reproduction of a Gorky painting, the following words
appear: ‘“The artist and his mother painted by Arshile
Gorky (1904-1948). Gorky was an Armenian Jew who
immigrated to America in 1920.>’ That great painting,
“The Artist and His Mother,>” depicts my uncle as a
youth and my grandmother in Armenian. There is, in
fact, no such thing as an *‘Armenian Jew.”’

Arshile Gorky, real name Vosdanik Adoian, was a
pure Armenian on both sides of his family: the Adoians
on his father’s side and the der Marderosians on his
mother’s. Indeed, he was descended from an ancient
line of Armenian Apostolic Church priests. Among the
reasons that his mother, most of his family and 75 per-
cent of the Armenian nation perished during the
Turkish massacres of Armenians in World War I, the
first genocide of the 20th century, which set the pattern
for another following, was in defense of their Chris-
tianity.

Either your authors are shoddy scholars or you are at-
tempting to deny my family our Armenian conscious-
ness and the Armenian minority its most famous contri-
butor to the culture of the United States. While I cannot
presume to speak for the half-million Armenians in
America and for the six-million overseas, I can assure
you that, having suffered more than any other people in
the history of humanity, the Armenians are most sen-
sitive to deprivation of their cultural inheritance. And
Arshile Gorky is a very central part of that Armenian
heritage. It is my impression that there are sufficient
numbers of Jewish people in New York who could
qualify for your book, without your dipping into the Ar-
menia:l:l‘preasury an unnecessarily contributing to ethnic
fricti(';n;

How on earth did you, as publisher, and Howe and
Libo as your writers, ever concoct the falsehood that
Gorky was Jewish? Many books have been written on
Gorky, two of them by Jews. I myself wrote Arshile
Gorky Adoian in 1978, and my second book, The Many
Worlds of Arshile Gorky, will appear this fall, 1980.
And so there is a plethora of material on Gorky. Where
did you people obtain your false information?

I am asking that you to publish a correction in your
book and see to it that such incorrect information is
halted. Just as Jews are proud of their culture, we Ar-
menians are proud of ours. And I am extremely proud
of my Armenian uncle, Arshile Gorky. Our family is
pure Armenian on all sides and pure Armenian Apos-
tolic Christian. You owe it to my family to correct your
book’s false declaration, and I would appreciate a state-
ment to that effect from you.

Sincerely,

Karlen Mooradian, Ph.D.

Professor of Journalism
and Mass Communication

Four Diocesan Bishops Consecrated in Antelias

On Sunday, May 18th, the above four archimandrites (vardapets) and elected prelates were elevated to the rank of
episcopate. From right to left they are Very Reverends: Gorun Babian of New Julfa, Iran; Yeprem Tabakian of
California, U.S.A.; Zareh Aznavorian of Cyprus, Greece; and Aram Keshishian of Lebanon.

In a rich and impressive ceremony held in St. Gregory the Illuminator Armenian Cathedral in Antelias, His Holiness
Karekin II received the official requests and testimonies of the Diocesan authorities for each candidate. He then gave
his blessings and reciting special prayers invited them to the order of episcopate.

After the consecration, His Holiness spoke of the dignity of the office saying, *‘Our authority lies in our service, not
in our chairs.”” Turning to the newly consecrated bishops, he added, ““You are called princes of the church. Princes,
in the evangelical sense of the word, which refers to the princes as servants rather than as rulers, as is usually the case
in the secular world.”’

= s - LTS e T —————

On Sunday, June 1, 1980, Mgrditch Mgrditchian, an American-born student of the Armenian Theological Seminary,
was ordained a deacon. Bishop Mesrob Ashjian, while in Antelias, Lebanon, for the blessing of the Holy Muron, per-
formed the ceremony which took place in the Cathedral of the Armenian Catholicosate of Cilicia. In his sermon, His
Grace stressed the need for American-born youth to assume responsibility in the church. Encouraging them to come
to Antelias to receive special training, he concluded stating that, ‘“The Seminary is our source of hope and strength.”’
Returning to the U.S. this summer, Deacon Mgrditch will be ordained a parish priest within the next two years.
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Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America, 138 East 39th Street, New York, N.Y. 10016.




BLESSING of the
HOLY MURON SOUVENIRS

The Blessing of the Holy Muron is a rare event in Ar-
menian church tradition. In order to make this date
memorable, the Catholicosate issued the following
special souvenir items:

1. A scroll of the Cauldron of the Holy Muron,

96 CmMXS50CM.. s i i it it iii i $10.00
2. A scroll of the Cathedral of Antelias and the Martyrs’
Memorial Chapel, 96 cm. x 50 cm.......... $10.00

3. A medallion inscribed with the Cauldron of the Holy
Muron and the Cathedral of Antelias, 6 cm. x 6 cm.

a) gold plated, with velvet case.......... $65.00
b) silver plated, with velvet case......... $33.00
¢) copper, with velvet case............. $17.00
d) copper, withoutcase................ $12.00

4. Key chains inscribed with the Cauldron of the Holy
Muron and the Cathedral of Antelias,
white medal. .......................o.... $3.00

5. A memorial plate depicting the Caldron of the Holy
Muron, 22 cm. X 22 CM.. .o cvvvnneeennnn.. $14.00

6. A souvenir booklet on the Blessing of the Holy
1A LT o) + P $2.00

All items are available in the Prelacy Bookstore. Mail
in your orders, make checks payable to ARMENIAN
APOSTOLIC CHURCH, Add $1.00 for postage and
handling.
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A BOOK
IS A
LOVING GIFT

Visit the Prelacy’s
" Book Store
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(Contunued from page 1)

taken from the special ritual book of the Blessing of
Holy Muron, while appropriate Bible passages were
read by the priests. Then the Cauldron was opened by
the two Catholicoi and the cover, having four towers on
its top, was handed over to the godfather for the day,
Mr. Vahe Garabedian from Los Angeles.

The liquid of the fifty aromatic elements and the
Balsam were then poured into the cauldron, while
Catholicos Khoren poured in the old Muron. After the
old Muron was mixed with the new, using the relic of the
St. Gregory the Illuminator’s righthand, the cauldron
was again closed and veiled.

In his sermon, H.H. Karekin II gave thanks to God
for having granted us this joyous moment particularly in
these difficult times. He said, ‘“This is a moment of
communion with God, the source of strength for every
individual and nation. This is also a moment of com-
munion with our history. Through the Muron and
together with God, our fathers speak to us. This is a
moment of attachment with and strengthening of our
identity as an Armenian Christian nation. This is a
moment that renews in us the legacy of our forefathers
and the love of our motherland, Armenia. For our land
has for centuries been blessed by the Holy Muron. It is a
sacred soil, sealed by God’s presence through the Holy
Muron. No one has the right to desecrate it or usurp it
from us. The Holy Muron impels us to keep firmly and
faithfully the vision of our freedom in our own lands.*’

H.H. Karekin II warmly greeted Archbishop Arslan-
ian, the representative of the Catholicosate of Etch-
miadzin and the Patriarchate of Jerusalem. Welcoming
his participation as a sign of brotherhood and solidarity,
he noted, ‘“Through the Holy Muron a golden bridge is
once more built between the Catholicosate of All Ar-
menians in Etchmiadzin and the Catholicosate of Cilicia
in Antelias. It is with the same Muron that all members
of the Armenian church are baptised. Muron is the most
sacred and inalienable bond of unity that we must main-
tain firm and unshakable. God has sealed us with Holy
Muron. No one should change or distort that seal. The
Holy Muron is also the seal of our Armenian identity.
Let it shine forth and may no clouds cast shadow on its
light in our hearts.”’

Finally, His Holiness, implored God’s blessings upon
the whole world for peace and stability, especially in the
Middle East and Lebanon. ‘‘May all peoples in this
region, including our own, enjoy better condition for
normal life and may they contribute towards the well
being of all men and women in peace and justice. Let us
renew our faith in God and in our people. Let this New
Muron be a new anointing for each one of us and a new
impetus for greater dedication to God and to mankind.’

Indeed, as Karekin II Catholicos Coadjutor said in his
sermon, the Tradition for us, Armenians in the diaspora,
is a sacred legacy that we have to cherish in our daily. A
people living outside its homeland should consider the
sacred Traditions as the stronghold of their faith and
national identity.

No doubt, the Blessing of Holy Muron in Antelias
made that Tradition come to life once more in the lives
of many Armenians.

New Center Opens in Watertown

The culmination of the
dreams of many Armenians
was realized on Sunday, June
29, 1980 when the ARME-
NIAN CULTURAL & ED-
UCATIONAL CENTER
celebrated its opening in
Watertown with ribbon-cut-
ting ceremonies and a gala
banquet.

Designed by Glaser/de
Castro of Boston, an award-
winning architectural firm,
constructed by Porter Con-
struction of Watertown, with
financing for this 2.1 million
project provided by the
Coolidge Bank of Water-
town, this multi-purpose
facility at the corner of Nich-
ols and Elton avenues con-
tains offices, classrooms,
function rooms, a modern and efficient kitchen, a unique
gymnasium which converts to a banquet hall with special
lighting, sound, and air conditioning systems to satisfy
the most discriminating; and provisions to accommodate
a library, day care center and an intermediate function
hall. The architectural centerpiece of the building is a
beautiful interior courtyard which dominates, yet inte-
grates, the various wings of the structure. Within its walls
the Center will preserve and perpetuate Armenian heri-
tage, as well as serve the needs of the entire community,
young and old.

Watertown public officials and business and commu-
nity leaders, as well as other distinguished guests, were
introduced to the facility during special previews and re-
ceptions held Friday and Saturday evenings, June 27 and
28. During the three-day period, over 1200 persons at-
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Bishop Ashjian cuts the ribbon as Rev. Torkom Hagop-
ian and other community leaders look on.
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tended the various ceremonies and over $500,000 was
raised as a concrete expression of total support from the
entire community. Notable among the many benefactors
in attendance were Stephen P. Mugar and Albert Papo-
yans, both of Belmont, and Hirair Hovnanian of New
Jersey.

Those who have contributed to the planning and
building of the Center are gratified and proud to boast
of one of the finest community centers in the country.
This Center will serve the needs of Watertown and the
Greater Boston Community as an unmatched facility
that has set a new standard and is available for all to use
and enjoy.



