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| ogy of Armenian Poetry, Columbia University Press,
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Sahakdoukht Siunetsi was known both as a poet and
musician. She worked in many rhymed and fixed forms
and tried acrostics as in the above poem.

She lived in the village of Karni where she also taught

|\ Translated by Diana Der Hovanessian and Marzbed I
|
|
|
classes, seated discreetly behind a curtain. 1
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aint Mary, incorruptible altar
‘giver of life, mother of life-giving words,
blessed are you among women,
joyful virgin mother of God.

nd spiritual orchard, bright flower,
you conceived from God, as from rains
flowing through the soul, the word,
and with the shield of your body
made it apparent to men.
1 1 eavenly fountain and earthly
distributor of life,
who from the rays of divine light
restored light to us and redeemed
our forefathers from the fall,
blessed are you among women
joyful and virgin mother of God.

ppearing to angels in majesty
you are our heaven on earth.
In your bosom you carried the ruler
of heaven’s armies.
Blessed are you among women
joyful and virgin mother of God.

£

!_ nown gate of heaven, stairway of God,
mediator of peace,
you alleviated the labor pains
of the first mother Eve, overcame death.
Blessed are you among women
joyful virgin mother of God.

= _"eath was overcome; the nest of life
was‘opened by you, and also the road
to seraphic protection. You stripped
the fire from the sword of wrath.
Blessed are you among women
joyful and virgin mother of God.
" ur happiness began with the greeting:
The Lord is with you.
With the faithful multitudes that praise you,
you stand blessed among women,
joyful virgin mother of God.
“_)nassuming habitat of the word
that conceived the fire of divinity
and was not consumed,
you are blessed like the burning bush
and stand blessed among women,
joyful virgin, mother of God.
_( nown but mysterious redemption
you rose up to spread
the beauty of spiritual wings
over the world.
High as the soul, you raised
this earth with you
to the level of angels.
Blessed are you among women
joyful and virgin mother of God.

o the highest King of Eternity, too
let us give glory,
to Him who was made flesh
from the sacred virgin
to save earthen creatures from sin.
Blessed are you among women,
joyful mother of God.
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EDITORIAL:

“In a higher world it is otherwise, but here
below to live is to change, and to be perfect
is to have changed often.”’

John Henry Cardinal Newman

O Say, Can You See. . .

The foundation of any organization is based 7
upon a clear definition of purpose. In turn, a sense

of direction is maintained with the continual sup-
port of an everchanging code of priorities, a code

which must reflect both general and specific needs =—

of the organization.

Armenian organizations which hope to solidly
function through time without recognizing a
change in priorities, or priorities at all for that
matter, can be likened to someone who is painstak-
ingly building his dream house and yet overlooks
the necessity of beams.

To set priorities is a priority for any establish-
ment that hopes for a future. Purpose and direc-
tion are pointless if matters of precedent are not
dealt with.

With the onset of time and changing society,
future horizons will become cloudy, not only due
to the polluting smog, but because we remained
fuzzy on the issues a bit too long. . .

Lwpwquwn Gpmhph Swy. . .

.
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The following excerpts are taken from a message given
by His Holiness Karekin II, Catholicos Coadjutor of the
Armenian Catholicosate of Cilicia, in welcoming the six
American Armenian students 1o Lebanon, to partake in
the Summer Cultural Study Program.

In fatherly love I welcome you to Antelias. It is such a
joy for me to see you safely arrived after your long jour-
ney from New York, and now ready to start your work
here at our Seminary.

Through you I greet also thousands of young people
of the same Armenian blood with the same Armenian
Christian faith, born in the great land of America and
eager to discover their Armenian identity in its true
nature, deeper reality and richer content.

Indeed, we all are most grateful to a friend and faith-
ful son of Armenia, Mr. Kevork Hovnanian who out of
his love for his church and people, because of his
genuine concern for the American-Armenian young
generation made this idea come to life and this project
come true, I vividly remember his smile when last July I
spoke to him of this plan at his home in New Jersey. He
responded with such readiness and concern that I felt
greatly encouraged. When there is love and faith there is
life and work.

I did not know then how our beloved Armenian com-
munity in United States of America would react to the
idea. But what I heard from your Prelate, His Grace
Bishop Ashjian, the response was just enthusiastic. And
here you are as pioneers in this endeavor which at this
stage is a promise, an expectation, but at the end, when
you leave after your forty days of stay, I am sure, it will
turn into a concrete service with real benefit for all of
you and to the great joy of all of us, the sponsor Mr.
Hovnanian himself, your parents, your Prelate, your
communities, your teachers, here in the Catholicosate of
Cilicia, and, above all, yourselves. Let us make it a valu-
able and most beneficial experiment, worth repeating
and expanding in the coming years. All depends on your
work. Do not forget! You are the first, chosen from
among many, pioneers, as I said. Be worthy of that
honor through your examplary work.

I am sure Father Oshagan Choloyan, the Director of
Christian Education and your mentor in this venture,
and the other clergymen and lay teachers will do their ut-
most to see that everything is provided for you to make
your stay enjoyable and profitable. I personally will fol-
low your work and will do my best to encourage every
effort put in this project come to full fruition.

At this first meeting I would like to convey to you
three thoughts to your consideration:

a. No true knowlege is possible without personal in-
terest, love and committed readiness on the part of a
person who undertakes the effort for learning. Your
personal desire and dedicated openness for spiritual, in-
tellectual and national edification are prerequisites for -
the success that we all expect from this venture. Please
feel free to ask questions, to look for books, to engage
in conversation. In America you say: ‘‘Feel at home.”’ 1
add: ‘“‘Feel more than merely feeling at home. *’

b. No work is fully and fruitfully achieved without a
Jocus, a central concern. Efforts that are thinly spread
and widely dispersed cannot produce much. The focus
of your work here should be the Armenian language. Of
course, there are other items in your curriculum. They
also need your attention. But the focal point should be
the learning of and familiarization with the Armenian
language. Do not hesitate to speak it even when you feel
your expressions inadequate compared to English. An-
telias was chosen as the place for this course primarily
because it provides you with the environment, the at-
mosphere conducive to learning Armenian in practice.
Take atventage of this environment where you find Ar-
menian spoken as freely as the air you breathe.

¢. No genuine acquaintance and communion with the
ethos of our Armenian nation is possible without meet-
ing with people, without going through the experience
of human encounter. A nation is ‘‘a collective soul’’ as
a French philosopher and socialogist puts it. To be Ar-
menian means above all to have the feeling of belonging
to a collective communal human society which has a
common heritage, lives in a particular land, speaks its
own language, professes a religion which is expressed
through its own idiom and cultural patterns of life. How
can one get this feeling of belonging? Through books?
Lectures? No. Mainly and mostly through meeting
people who share the same heritage, speak the same lan-
guage, look towards one future with a particular vision
or, as we Armenians call it, a sacred cause.

Therefore, I heartily welcome and recommend your
visits to Armenian communities in Beirut, Ainjar, Alep-
po, Djezireh (Der-Zor), Kessab, Damascus. You will
find your own people. Meet with them, engage freely in
conversation. You will learn much from such human en-
counter. The people are the living and life-giving book
for us all.

With these thoughts in mind, I bless you on your ar-
rival expressing my deep appreciation for your courage
to come to Lebanon in these troubled times. You see, it
is not as bad as people outside Lebanon, imagine. It is
not an easy life either; but one that you will like because
of the spirit of love that you will find among the people
around you. y

May God’s blessings be abundantly upon you.

Karekin II
Catholicos Coadjutor
3rd July 1980
Antelias-Lebanoh

SUMMER CULTURAL PROGRAM UNDERWAY

The six American born Armenian students leaving
New York on July 1st, arrived in Lebanon at 5:00 p.m.
on July 2nd. A group of clergymen headed by Very Rev.
Oshagan Choloyan, Director of the Program, met the
students at the Beirut Airport and accompanied them to
Bikfaya, where the students started their Summer’Pro-
gram on July 3rd.

On July 5th, the students visited Jemaran, a secondary
school of long standing in West Beirut, and the Institute
of the Armenian Blind in East Beirut. On the same day

they attended a Reception organized by the Sunday
Schools where they were warmly greeted by representa-
tives of local organizations. During a second visit to
Jemaran, the students attended an exhibit of Armenian
Costumes.

On friday, July 11th, they travelled to Syria, accom-
panied by Very Rev. Oshagan Choloyan and Miss Rita -
Kassabian, their Armenian Language teacher, visiting
Aleppo, Der Zor and Kessab and returning to Lebanon
on July 15th, where they resumed their studies on July
16th.

STUDENTS GO TO ARMENIA

" MRS. R. ARZOOMANTAN
LS RHODE ISLAND

ARPI PELTEKIAN
8| WASHINGTON,D.C.

F ; B
' ARPY TARPINIAN
NEW JERSEY

\

: NATRI CHECKoSKy
’ . N
- NEW JERSEY
KENNETH KAPRIELIAN
RHODE ISEEND

DEMIS GHAZARIAN
ILLINOIS

TALIN DERDERIAN
TLLINOIS

Pictured above are the 1980 winners of Summer Camp
and School Competition sponsored by the Armenian
National Education Committee. The students and
teachers selected from 30 affiliated schools, are in Ar-
menia for the month of August, as guests of the Com-
mittee for Cultural Relations with Armenians Abroad.
The students will spend the month in Summer Camp;
while the teachers attend Yerevan University. Missing
Jrom photo: Naro Khanjian of Massachuselts.

DANIEL VAROUJAN GARABEDIAN

ILLINOIS

id SAMARA ANDONIAN
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HOLY TRINITY HONORS GRADUATES

On Friday, June 27, 1980, the Adults Club of the Ar-
menian Apostolic Holy Trinity Church, Worcester,
MA., hosted its second annual salute to the graduates
with a dinner in the new Church Hall honoring those in
the parish graduating from high school or college. Guest
speaker addressing the graduating class of 1980 was the
Rev. Fr. Antranig Baljian, Pastor of St. Gregory’s Ar-
menian Apostolic Church of Indian Orchard, MA. and
Secretary of the Prelacy’s Religious Executive Council.
Fr. Antranig is a former member of the Worcester
community.

Rev. Fr. Vazken Bekiarian, Pastor, congratulated the
graduates on behalf of himself, his Board of Trustees
and the Church Adults Club. He wished them success in
their future endeavors and pointed out that their ac-
complishments reflected not only upon themselves, but
their families, their nation, and, especially their church.

Fr. Antranig in addressing the graduates and their
families, touched upon the difficulties facing our young
people, especially in college and campus life. The social
and moral changes that have taken place within our
society have lead to indecision, confusion, disappoint-
ment and finally, in some cases, failure. Fr. Antranig
stressed the importance of remembering our Lord in all
that we do. If we live our lives with God constantly in
our minds, we will always take the right path. The trials
and tribulations of daily life will become tolerable and
manageable if we never forget our Lord, who created us,
who gave us various individual talents, and who is at our
side when we need him most.

Graduates honored were:

Ani Aprahmian B.A., chemistry Clark University
Karen Frankian B.A., English,

minor: music Connecticut
(Dean’s list) College
Cheryl HarabedianB.A., Art Clark University
Claude Kallanian B.S., elec. Engin. U. of Lowell

Vahe Minassian B.S., math. Worcester State

Janice Sohigian B.A., English, Worcester State
minor: psych. and College
Secondary Educ.

Arthur VarjabedianB.S., math. Worcester State

John Mooshian electrical/mechan. Worc. Industrial
Tech. (High Hom.)

Larry Wilson Comp. Tech. Worc. Industrial

(Honors) Tech. Institute

Matthew Atamian St. John’s H.S.  plans to enter As-
sumption College
Burncoat Sr. H.S. plans to enter
Univ. of Lowell
plans to enter
Connec. College
Elaine HovanesianWachusett Reg. HSplans to enter
Endicott College
Michelle KallanianBurncoat Sr. HS plans to enter
(NHS Member). Worcester State C.
B.L.B.

Robert Cotter

Kevin DerbedrosianSt. John’s H. S.

ARVANIGIAN
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FAITH, HOPE, LOVE

Classical Armenian Texts Reprinted

The first two volumes of the Classical Armenian
Text Reprint series have appeared, published by
Caravan Books of Delmar, New York. The series,

" ¢= for which eight volumes are currently planned,

will provide reprints of significant texts by authors
of the Classical Armenian period.

Scholars who have an interest in ancient Arme-
nian literature are frequently severely handicapped
by a lack of texts by authors they wish to study.
Though this problem can be temporarily resolved
by having access to copies on loan from various
libraries, too often specialized texts are not
available in North American libraries. The pre-
ferred Armenian texts for Agathangelos and
Khorenatsi, for instance, are not listed in pub-
lished catalogue, of any United States library and
must be acquired on microfilm, at a great expense,
from European libraries. Similarly, the famous
Buenos Aires 1948 edition of Narekatsi is pub-
lically retained in the Library of Congress, and is
only available on loan to approved scholars for
very short periods of time. Such impediments
frustrate scholars’ work considerably.

The reprint series, under the general editorship
of Professor John A. Greppin of Cleveland State
University, hopes to provide some relief for this
problem. The best texts are being reprinted anew,
along with lengthy Introductions by established
American and European scholars. The first two
reprints are of Agathangelos (of the Tiflis 1909
edition) and of Hovhannes Draskhanakertetsi (of
the Tiflis 1912 edition).

In his Introduction to Agathangelos, Professor '

Robert Thomson of Harvard University reviews
the main themes of Agathangelos’ History of Ar-
menia, which is the classic exposition of the con-
version of Armenia to Christianity. The story
covers the hundred years from the rise of the Sas-
sanian dynasty to power in Iran in 224 AD down
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" some years after the council of Nicaea held in 325.
Since the History as we now have it is dated by
Thomson to the end of the fifth century, he draws
attention to some of the inconsistencies and misin-
terpretations reflected in the text as well as to the
important historical facts for which Agathangelos
is such a vital witness—such as pre-Christian Ar-
menian paganism and the beginnings of the Chris-
tian church in Armenia. A short bibliography in
dicates the most important scholarly works that
have appeared oh Agathangelos since the end of
the nineteenth century.

The second book to be reprinted, Hovhannes
Draskhanakertetsi’s History of the Armenians,
has an introduction by Professor Maksoudian of
Columbia University. Dr. Maksoudian’s intro-
ductory essay is the first attempt in English to pre-
sent the life and works of the Katholikos Hovhan-
nes of Draskhanakert, the major historian of the
early Bagratid era (ninth to tenth centuries). It is
also the first serious study in which the authenticity
and veracity of the History have been discussed.
The information in the History about the author
himself has been utilized to demonstrate the im-
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portant role played by the Bagratid Katholikos. A
better understanding of that has shed a new light
on Hovhannes’ doctrinal stand and work.

Six further voluines are planned. The Tiflis 1913
edition of Moses Khorenatsi is currently in press,
with an introduction by Robert Thomson. Also in
preparation are introductions to Faustos Buzand
(Professor N. Garsoian of Columbia), Grigor
Narekatsi (James Russell of University of London
and Columbia), Lazar Parpetsi (Professor Dick-
ran Kouymjian, University of, California at Fres-
no), Yeghishe (Professor A.K. Sanjian of Univer-
sity of California at Los Angeles) and Koriwn
(Professor Maksoudian of Columbia).

Individuals interested in literature who want to
own these reprints can buy single copies, or re-
serve copies of the whole series by writing:
Caravan Books, Box 344, Delmar, New York
12054.

Whether asleep or awake, my days passed by like
dreams,
Day-dreams and dream-like days, short-lived as
beacon-beams.
Dreams and longings all faded, none reached,
none achieved,
Lost is my life like a bet, beaten like gamblers’
schemes.
—by Hovhannes Toumanian
translated by Dorian Rottenberg and Brian Bean



