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On this

Joyous Occasion

of the

Feast of Resurrection,
We Extend Our Greetings
And Sincere Wishes

to all, praying that the
risen Lord will strengthen us

in our service to God.

Bishop Mesrob Ashjian, Prelate

Seminary Day
Observed by
Prelacy Parishes

Seminary Day was observed in all parishes
under the jurisdiction of the Prelacy of the
Armmenian Apostolic Church of America, on
Sunday, February 14. The observance was
part of the celebrations planned to com-
memorate the 50th anniversary of the Arme-
nian Theological Seminary in Lebanon.

Divine Liturgy was celebrated in all parish
churches and the sermon of the day was
dedicated to the work and achievements of
the Seminary. Following Mass, a special
Requiem Service was offered during which
time prayers were said for the deceased
Catholicoi, benefactors, teachers and
students of the Seminary. Names of deceas-
ed clergy who have served in our Prelacy
were mentioned separately.

Following church services, special
Seminary .Pay programs took place, focus-
ing on the Seminary as an institution of
service and center of education. A slide
presentation prepared by the Jubilee Com-
mittee under the directorship of Dr. Herand
Markarian, was shown.

Guest speakers assigned to each communi-
ty, introduced the life and work of the
Seminary, urging community members to
once again involve themselves in a cause
which needs attention and concern.

Bishop Mesrob Ashjian, Prelate, visited
the Montreal community where he
celebrated Mass and presided over the
Seminary Day celebrations.
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April 18; C.

Cleveland E. Dodge:
A Lifetime of Service

Cleveland E. Dodge

Cleveland E. Dodge, son of Cleveland H.
and Grace Parish Dodge, was born in New
York City in 1888. He and his twin brother,
Bayard, were educated at the Browning
School in New York, and graduated from
Princeton University in 1909. Bayard later
served as President of the American Univer-
sity of Beirut for 25 years.

After travelling around the world for some
time, Cleveland Dodge, spent five years
learning the copper mining business, mostly
at Phelps Dodge properties in Arizona and
partly at the New York office.

He spent six months on the Texas border
with Squadron A, New York Militia, during
the Mexican conflict, and two years with the
304th Artillery Regiment during the First
World War. After the War he spent several
years in the Reserves, but resigned in 1927
with the rank of Major.

Returning to New York he joined Phelps
Dodge Corporation, and after a year at the
Arizona head office, moved to be per-
manently in the New York office.

Mr. Dodge became interested in a number
of organizations including the YMCA of
Greater New York and acted as President
from 1925 to 1935.

Mr. Dodge’s father was a founding
member of Near East Relief, the organiza-
tion which during the turmoil of World War
I raised more than $116 million dollars for
relief work in the Near East. It was through
the efforts of the Near East Relief that
thousands of Armenian orphans were
gathered and cared for after the massacres of
the Armenian people in Turkey. The Dodge
family has continued to be active in the Near
East Foundation, the successor of the Near
East Relief. Mr. Dodge himself has served as
President, Chairman of the Board, and is
now Honorary Chairman.

Other philanthropic organizations which
Mr. Dodge has served include: Teachers Col-
lege, Columbia University, Protestant Coun-
cil (now the Council of Churches), Interna-
tional House, American Museum of Natural
History, Bronx Planning Board, Riverdale
Neighborhood Association, Riverdale
Presbyterian Church, Princeton University,
Laura Spellman Rockefeller Foundation,
and the William T. Grand Foundation.

Married to Pauline Morgan Dodge in
1919, the Dodges have three children, eleven
grandchildren and nineteen great-
grandchildren.

E. Dodge to

“No private enterprise ever undertaken
by Americans and in the name of
America has accomplished more to
arouse, in the minds and hearts of all the
peoples of the countries in which this
organization has carried on its opera-
tions, a sincere regard and even affection
for America. They have seen in this
service a demonstration of a practical
consciousness of brotherhood and good
will toward all peoples. Those who dwell
in the Near East have been impressed,
through the work of this Committee, with
what they regard as the true spirit of our
people. They have not been able to detect
in its years of service any ulterior motive,
taint of politics, territorial ambitions, bid
Jor spheres of influence, or sectarian pro-
paganda. They can see embodied in the
fifteen years of disinterested operations,
the sincere desire and purpose to render
help to peoples in extreme need, and to
give it without expectation or even the
possibility of return in anything except
the expressions of gratitude from those
helped and the consciousness of having
responded to a call to duty.”’
President Calvin Coolidge
Speaking about Near East Relief
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be Honored

The year-long celebrations marking the
50th anniversary of the Armenian
Theological Seminary in Antelias, Lebanon,
will be culminated with a Golden Jubilee
banquet on Sunday, April 18, at the Waldorf
Astoria Hotel, at 1:30 p.m.

In addition to celebrating the fiftieth an-
niversary of the Cilician See’s Seminary, the
Jubilee Banquet will honor Mr. Cleveland E.
Dodge, who has been President, Chairman
of the Board of Directors, and currently
Honorary Chairman of Near East Relief and
its successor organization, Near East Foun-
dation. Both organizations were instrumen-
tal in the establishment of the Seminary.

Rev. John Sutton, current President of
Near East Foundation, will offer the invoca-
tion. Dr. Richard G. Hovannisian, Professor
of History at the University of California
(Los Angeles) and Associate Director of the
G.E. von Grunebaum Center for Near
Eastern Studies, will address the gathering
about the Near East Foundation and its rela-
tionship to the Antelias Seminary.

Dr. Vartan Gregorian, President and
Chief Executive Officer of the New York
Public Library, will speak about Mr. Dodge,
highlighting his contributions to the Arme-
nian people through his and his family’s long
association with the Near East Foundation.

Bishop Mesrob Ashjian said, ‘“Besides the
joyful celebration of fifty years of service by
the Seminary, the primary purpose of this
Jubilee Banquet is to honor Cleveland E.
Dodge, whose family through their ties with
the Near East Relief and Foundation have
supported the work of the Seminary since its
infant years.”

Bishop Ashjian emphasized that this ban-
quet is not a fund-raising function.
“Throughout our Jubilee activities,”” said
Bishop Ashjian, ‘“it has been our purpose to
enlighten the public about the work and ac-
tivities of the Seminary. The three booklets
which the Jubilee Committee published are
intended to inform the public about the
history and current work of the Seminary.”

Two of the booklets have postage-paid
envelopes bound into the center portion.
Anyone wishing to donate funds for the
Seminary may do so with those envelopes, or
by mailing donations to the Cilician Founda-
tion/Armenian Apostolic Church of
America, 138 East 39th St., New York, N.Y.
10016.

Dr. Herand Markarian, chairman of the
Jubilee Committee, stated, ‘‘A large number
of officials, dignitaries, and friends of the
Dodge family and the Near East Foundation
will be in attendance in order to honor Mr.
Dodge and to participate in the celebration
of the Seminary’s 50th anniversary. Near
East Relief,” continued Dr. Markarian,
“has played such an important role in the
establishment and the formative years of the
Seminary that the history of the two for a
period of time are intertwined. We hope that
a large number of Armenians from the
metropolitan New York area and beyond
will be present to honor this 94-year-old
gentleman.”

The Jubilee Committee, under the
auspices of Bishop Mesrob Ashjian, Prelate
of the Armenian Apostolic Church of
America, began planning the Jubilee celebra-
tions last year. This gala banquet will end the
year-long activities.

Tickets for the banquet, priced at $50. per
person, may be obtained by contacting the
Prelacy, (212) 689-7810.



Editorial. . .

It seems to us that ever since the politicians
in Washington decided that the U.S. Postal
Service should be a business rather than a
service, the quality of service has been slowly
declining while costs to consumers have been
rapidly increasing.

The latest increase, which was decided last
Christmas Eve by the U.S. Postal Service
Board of Governors, is a serious threat to us
and to every non-profit organization.
Without prior warning, and without any op-
portunity for recourse, the postal rate for
non-profit class was more than doubled.

Since the earliest times, Man has needed
the services of some kind of a system for the
transmitting of information. Early courier
systems for governments were organized in
the Persian Empire under Cyrus, as well as in
the Roman Empire and medieval Europe.

The United States system was derived
from a service which had been established in
the colonies by England, but the postal
system concept as we know it today was
begun by Benjamin Franklin in
Philadelphia. For more than 200 years its
sole purpose of existence has been to provide
a service to the public, dedicated to keeping
the people informed — an important func-
tion in a democracy.

As the years went by, the postal system
added services, always because of a need felt
by the public. For instance, the concept of
postal money orders began in 1864 in
response to a need for sending money to
soldiers during the Civil War. The bottom
line was always service, not profit.

Now, we and other non-profit organiza-
tions are seriously threatened by this latest
increase. Many organizations are going to
have to cut-back on the amount of literature
mailed; some may have to discontinue
publications permanently.

For us, the Armenian Church, the mails
our vital. Our people are so widely scattered
that it is the only link available to us.

We ask all of our readers to immediately
write to their representatives and senators in
Congress expressing opposition to this un-
precedented increase in non-profit postal
rates. If everyone in the country speaks out,
the message will be heard.

Come See, Go Tell:
““He is not here: for he is risen, as he said.
Come, see the place where the Lord lay. And
go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is
risen from the dead; and, behold, he goeth
before you into Galilee; there shall ye see
him; lo, I*Rave told you.”

- Matthew 28:6-7

Burdens Roll Away:
“And they found the stone rolled away from
the sepulchre.”

Luke 24:2

Faith Not In Vain:
“And if Christ be not risen, then is our
preaching vain, and your faith is also in
vain.”’

I Corinthians 15:14

Seek Things Above:
““If ye be risen with Christ, seek those things
which are above, where Christ sitteth on the
right hand of God.”’

Colossians 3:1
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To the Editor:

In his article, ‘“‘Culture Means Growth,”
[See OUTREACH, February 1982], Pierre
Papazian identifies an important problem
confronting Armenian-Americans. Though
it is a problem that has a theoretical dimen-
sion, it is by no means just an abstract prob-
lem, and I’d like to add my own emphasis to
his.

As Mr. Papazian points out, ‘folk
culture’’ is that part of culture which is
easiest to retain. It may be difficult to cook a
good topig or dance a graceful shourchbar
(in fact, I’'m so clumsy as to be able to do
neither), but it is a difficulty that can be
overcome by individual effort, and the
rewards are very clear, immediate and per-
sonal. The advantage of folk culture is the
directness of its benefit. Practicing it, one
eats better, lives a warmer social life
alongside those who celebrate the same folk-
cultural events, and one also gets the benefit
of being marked as different, as not bland,
as not . . . well, homogenized. Most of the
immediate psychological rewards of being
ethnic in today’s America come as
“payoffs’” to folk cultural behavior, which
connotes differences but not freakishness,
warmth of fellowship, etc.

Like Mr. Papazian, I would celebrate the
resurgence of a commitment to folk culture
in the past two decades among Armenian-
Americans, but like him I want to say that it
is simply not enough. The danger in being
satisfied with folk-culture as a way of being
ethnic in America is that we will become, in
our own eyes and in those of Americans, a
curiosity, something like the Apache or the
Navajo Indians: quaintly interesting, marked
by differences in cuisine or customs or rites
of celebration, but in the end static, left-
behind. I would hate to see Armenian-
Americans living actively, as contemporary
men and women, in the American world,
and then stepping into a museum-show, to
play-act at being Armenian. Perhaps all this
sounds harsh, but I believe that an exclusive
emphasis on folk-culture leads just to that.
And because I believe that, I think Mr.
Papazian’s title, ‘‘Culture Means Growth,”’
is very much on target.

I am writing you not just to add my voice,
in vigorous agreement, to his voice, but to
emphasize and underscore a part of what
Mr. Papazian mentions. Like him, I think
that ‘“a higher ethnic culture’’ with ‘intellec-
tual content” is essential. 1 know that the
world ““intellectual’’ is almost repugnant to
many Armenian-Americans. It suggests
varguely that some professor teaching in a
university (as I do) is getting on his high
horse and urging all his compatriots to write
books on arcane matters. My intention is far
from it. My own concern is that Armenian-
Americans realize the difference between
high culture as a personal possession and
high culture as something practiced collec-
tively and institutionally.

The growth of a higher ethnic culture
means a development in intellectual, artistic
and political practice, and it means that this
development must take into account the in-
herited intellectual and artistic resources of
our culture, and must create new ones.
Sometimes the new cultural practice will be
““purely’’ Armenian, but not often, and at
any rate the measure of purity is an odd and
inefficient standard for fertile cultural
growth. Take one example, the development
of Armenian songs, in both Soviet Armenia
and the Diaspora. These songs clearly bear
the marks of modern western band music —
rock or cabaret. Many Armenian na-
tionalists reject this music as un-Armenian
and impure. I am second to none in my love
of Sayat Nova, for example, and knowing as
I do that Sayat Nova’s music is a successful
synthesis of Armenian and Persian elements,
my only protest against the new songs that
proliferate on tapes and in Armenian
celebrations is that this music is too often too
slavish to foreign music. I do not think that
in the Diaspora, Armenian culture can
develop along ‘‘purely’’ Armenian lines.
(Has anyone listened carefully to the sym-
phonic music composed in Soviet Armenia
lately? If you do not hear Tchaikovsky here
and Liszt there, listen again!). The point is
not to develop purely, but to develop
without slavish imitation, to develop a suc-
cessful synthesis in which the Armenian ele-
ment is neither parrot nor monkey nor mine,
but rather an equal and indeed superior part-
ner. We must adapt the foreign to the Arme-
nian, not the other way round. There is a
world of difference between the two; and in
order to do that, our cultural creation must
function collectively.

That is to say, we need the cooperation of
creator and audience, of supporter and
critic, as well as the cooperation of various

artistic talents. Often, when I have opened
yet another new book by yet another mildly
talented Armenian poet, or when I have
heard the umpteenth imitation of Armenian
cabaret music, I have asked myself: Is there
no way to create an Armenian Gilbert and
Sullivan, or Rodgers and Hammerstein, or
even Armenian Beatles?—that is, is there no
way of bringing together a mildly talented
Armenian poet capable of capturing the
emotion in simple and flexible verse with a
song-writer whose sense of Armenian lyrics
encompasses more than Manuel? Is it really
impossible to do better? In Greece and
France, groups of two or three Armenians
have done better, but their work has been
either the adaptation of traditional material,
or is unknown in this country. An American-
born Armenian singer, Virginia Patti, has
done some of the best work in this area, but
she is unknown in this country because she
has studied and worked in France. If we
want our national culture to grow in the
guise of ethnic culture, it will have to do so
along collective, cooperative and institu-
tional paths. We have people supporting the
recording of traditional Armenian music;
note, for example, the fruitful cooperation
of the Manoogian Fund and of Shahan
Arzrouni. But why stop with the traditional?
Notice also that the growth of Armenian
studies in the United States (and that is one
of the great cultural successes of our com-
munity in the past two decades) has happen-
ed along lines of collective and institutional
effort. Our cultural future lies in such effort.
Khachig T6l6lyan

Associate Professor of English

Wesleyan University

Middletown, Connecticut

To the Editor:

Thank you for your excellent editorial
which appeared in the February issue of
OUTREACH.

Poland will survive. . .with our prayers,
our hope, and our help.

May I make an addition to your list of
agencies collecting funds:

Poland Fund

Polish American Congress
2636 East Allegheny Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19134

Rosely N. Stronski
Chalfont, Pennsylvania

To the Editor:

There is fascination with being involved in
our Armenian schools. Teaching our
children the Armenian language and history
has an irresistible attraction for the teacher.
It is a uniquely beautiful and joyful ex-
perience. The young have their dreams of the
future. The rest of us have our respon-
sibilities.

It is sad to contemplate a timid spirit who
is afraid to let himself go. Responsibilities
frighten him. The person who holds back is
incapable of appreciating goodness and
devotion in others. It is imperative to find
causes and ideas greater than one’s self. It is
even more important that a person become
witness for the highest he knows. Especially
when he is a member of the Armenian com-
munity.

Recently, It has been my privilege to at-
tend the organizational meetings of the
Armenian National Education Committee’s
Festival No. 2. A Steering Committee was
formed; individual and collective tasks were
defined and assigned, and being in the com-
pany of such competent and committed
teachers and administrators has been both
contagious and magnetic. Most of us take on
the color of our environment. Radiant
goodness and love of the committee
members will have a lasting impression on
our growing children.

John S. Agulian
Chairman, Steering Committee
2nd Annual A.N.E.C. Festival of Schools

Why Are You Standing Here?

William Saroyan used to tell a
delightful story about a poor, little or-
phan boy standing amidst a long line of
men and women in front of a movie
house. A friend passed and asked: ‘““Why
are you standing here? You haven’t got
the fifty cents admission charge.”

“I’m not going to the movies,’’ the boy
replied.

““Then why are you standing in line?”’
asked the friend.

“I’m standing in line,”” answered the
boy, “‘because I'm lonely, and I like
people.”

2

Bible Study Group
Continues Study of
Letters of Paul

‘““Young men and women, I advise you to
deepen your knowledge of the Holy Bible.
Place your faith in it firmly; as that will be
your enduring reward.”

Benjamin Franklin

With this in mind, the Armenian Religious
Education Council (AREC) initiated Bible
Study sessions for our youth, under the
leadership of Aghavni-Shnor Arslanian, the
Prelacy’s Director of Christian Education.
Ten young Armenians participated in the
first session, an 8-week study of the Epistle
of Paul to the Philippians.

Those who attended benefitted in a unique
way as they discussed the inspirational truths
behind Paul’s Epistle.

Continuing in the Pauline Epistles, the
second 8-week term of the Prelacy Bible
Study, led by John Bashian, is devoted to the
discussion of the Letter of Paul to the Colos-
sians. This letter focuses on the pre-eminence
of Christ—Christ as God as opposed to the
philosophical and heretical teachings that
were growing in the Colossian Church.

The purpose of these Bible Studies is to
help our youth gain a knowledge and
understanding of the foundations of our
Christian faith in a way which will give new
meaning and direction to their lives.

The Bible Study group will be meeting
every Monday night until Easter, from 7-8
p.m., at the Prelacy. For more information
contact Miss Arslanian at (212) 689-4481.

Betty Ann Kayane Karabashian

Betty Ann Kayane Karabashian, 38, a
member of the Armenian National Educa-
tion Committee, died suddenly, February 20,
1982, while visiting friends near her home in
Lansdowne, Pennsylvania.

The Armenian community of
Philadelphia, as well as that of the ANEC
Armenian School community received the
news with shock and sorrow. She is survived
by her husband, Peter; her son, Paul; and
her brother and sister-in-law, Mr. and Mrs.
Ara Artinian.

Betty Ann was a representative of first
generation Armenian-Americans who suc-
cessfully integrated the highest values, ethics
and talents of both cultures. From the
earliest days of her youth, Betty Ann graced
the Armenian-American stages with her
dramatic recitations and entertainments.
Later, as a career-woman in the field of
public relations, she was able to utilize her
youthful experiences in forging a successful
vocation in a highly competitive arena.

Betty Ann’s love for Armenian life moved
her to join the Armenian National Educa-
tion Committee (ANEC), serving as a
capable public relations consultant. She was
responsible for ANEC’s heightened
awareness of public relations imperatives
and benefits. Through a variety of media,
she used her expertise to make the Armenian
schools more visible to the community, Her
work will remain as a living testament to a
life lived gracefully, creatively and ethically.
Her ANEC colleagues will miss her infinite-
ly. So will any one whose life she touched.

During the Seminary Day program in
Boston, Mass., Mr. Puzant Yeghiayan was
presented a plaque in remembrance of his
years of service to the Seminary in Antelias.
Archpriest Torkom Hagopian, pastor of St.
Stephens Church in Watertown, is shown
with Mr. Yeghiayan. The inscription in both
English and Armenian read: ‘‘Presented to
Puzant Yeghiayan with profound respect
and deep gratitude and appreciation for a
life-time of service to the Armenian
Theological Seminary, as teacher, dean,
historian and dedicated friend.”’
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SEMINAR FOR CLERGY: Eighteen priests serving in Prelacy parishes attended a Seminar Feb. 15-16,
at St. Gregory Armenian Apostolic Church, Springfield, Mass. Bishop Mesrob Ashjian presided over
the Seminar which was held in observance of Ghevontiants, the Feast of Priesthood. This annual
Seminar is designed to explore issues for better understanding of the priesthood and to encourage parish
priests to ponder anew the vows taken and the depth of their service to God and their community.

FASTING and GREAT LENT

by Aghavni-Shnor Arslanian

The dictionary defines fasting as: 1. To abstain from food beyond the usual time; to go
without food; to eat very little or nothing. 2. To abstain from food or from certain kinds of
food voluntarily, as in observance of a holy day or as a token of grief, sorrow, repentance.

The Biblical record is full of names of people who fasted with this meaning of fasting in
their minds and hearts. Prayer always accompanied their fast. For example: Moses fasted for
forty days before he received the Ten Commandments. (Exodus 34:28); David and his
followers fasted for King Saul and his son, Jonathan, when they died, as a sign of mourning.
(II Samuel 1:11-12); King Ahab fasted as a sign of repentance when the Lord spoke to him
about his sin. (I Kings 21:27); Jesus fasted for forty days before He started His ministry.
(Matthew 4:2); Paul, the Apostle fasted for three days after he met the Lord on his way to
Damascus. (Acts 9:9).

In the third century, when King Tiridates declared Christianity as the state religion of
Armenia, St. Gregory, the Illuminator, had to baptize all Armenians for the first time.
Before baptizing them, he called everyone to fasting and prayer; thus, establishing the first
fast in the Armenian Apostolic Church (Arachavoratz Bahk) for five days. Since then, our
Church fathers have given great importance to fasting. They have included several days of
fasting during the year, in the Church calendar. Some examples are:

1. Every Wednesday and Friday (with a few exceptions) became fast days during the year.
Early Christians chose these two days in order to be different from the Jews who used to fast
on Mondays and Thursdays. Wednesday fasting because of Jesus’ betrayal, and Friday in
honor of His Passion.

2. There are five important feast days (Daghavar) in the Armenian Church: Christmas,
Easter, Transfiguration of our Lord Jesus Christ (Vartavar), Assumption of the Holy
Mother-of-God, Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross. The week preceding each
Daghavar is devoted to fasting in preparation for receiving Holy Communion.

Great Lent is considered to be the most sacred observance in the Church calendar and is
marked by forty days of fasting and prayer. It always starts on the Monday following Poun
Paregentan and ends on the Friday before Palm Sunday. The faithful are called to repen-
tance, prayer, self-control, and self-evaluation at this time. The whole church enters into this
mood with the faithful. The black altar curtain is closed, the lights are covered with black rib-
bons, wedding ceremonies are not permitted, special religious services are conducted (Sunrise
service, Arevakal, and evening prayers, Husgoom), plus the seven special Lenten Sundays.)

These seven Sundays are named after the Scripture readings which are carefully chosen
through prpgressive themes:

1. Great Barekendan Good Living Day (Poon Paregentan): This is a Sunday of rejoicing and
festivals in remembrance of our ancestors’ happy life in Paradise. The Scripture reading is
about the creation of the world and our first ancestors, Adam and Eve. God saw that
everything He created was good and men living in Paradise enjoyed God’s Presence and
bounty.

2. Sunday of Expulsion (Ardaksman Geerageen): This is about the Fall of Man. The Scrip-
ture reading is about Adam and Eve’s disobedience to God and their expulsion from
Paradise. Man abused the freedom granted him and destroyed his happiness.

3. Sunday of the Prodigal Son (Anarageen Geerageen): This refers to parables of the Prodigal
Son, the Lost Coin and the Lost Sheep. The faithful are reminded that God is always a loving
Father. Although we disobeyed and were expelled from Paradise, if we acknowledge our sin-
ful state, repent and return to Him, He is always ready to accept us, to forgive us, and to give
us back our ‘‘Lost Paradise.”’

4. Sunday of the Steward (Dundeseen Geerageen): With the parable of the Unfaithful
Steward, the Church reminds us that God granted stewardship of the world to mankind.
Along with this responsibility, God has also granted us freedom to manage our resources. On
the Day of Judgment, we will be held accountable for all our deeds, words, and thoughts. We
will then account for the manner in which we used God’s gift to us: time, talent and the boun-
ty of the Earth.

5. Sunday of the Judge (Tadavoreen Geerageen): With this parable, we are encouraged to
pray incessantly. As children of God, we are given this privilege of conversing with Him by
praying and beseeching Him to meet all our needs at all times. The promise, therefore, is that
God will answer our prayers according to His will.

6. Sunday of the Advent (Kalustyan Geerageen): Before Palm Sunday, the Church invites the
faithful to think about the Second Coming of Jesus Christ and the Last Judgement. At that
time, Christ will judge the world and grant to all mankind its just rewards. The call,
therefore, is to be ready since we do not know when His coming will be.

7. Palm Sunday (Dzaghgazart): Christ’s triumphant entry into Jerusalem as King is
celebrated. It is truly a time of rejoicing after six weeks of mourning. The altar and candles of
the church are decorated with palm and olive branches. Children’s voices ring out: ‘‘Hosan-
na, Blessed is He who coines in the name of the Lord, Hosanna in the Highest!”’

These meaningful and spiritually enriching meditations of each Lenten Sunday, together
with the religious services during the week, combined with fasting, make Great Lent a period
of self-purification and sanctification. True fasting accompanied by prayer and self-
examination will surely produce repentance in the faithful, the outcome of which will be con-
fession of sins committed by thought, deed and words. The reward of confession is
forgiveness. ‘‘For if we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”’ (I John 1:9).
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2nd Annual Spring Festival of
Armenian Schools Set for April 3

Students from nine Armenian educational institutions in New York and New
Jersey will participate in the second annual Festival of metropolitan area Armenian
schools, sponsored by the Armenian National Education Committee (ANEC),
Saturday, April 3, 1982. The Festival will take place at 7:30 p.m. at Sts. Vartanantz

Church auditorium, Ridgefield, N.J.

The Student Festival will be a day of celebration. . .a celebration of growing up
Armenian, of learning Armenian in Armenian schools and of pride in our common
heritage. The Festival will include song, dance, recitation of poetry and a college-
bowl type of quiz show. Students will have the opportunity to meet other students
as they did last year and to share their hopes and dreams with one another, as well

as with parents and guests.

The participating schools are: St. Illuminator’s Day School, The Armenian Day
School of New Jersey, the ANEC Siamanto Academy, and St. Illuminator’s, St.
Sarkis, Ararat, St. Mesrob, Nareg, and Ararat Seniors Saturday Schools.

Because of the success and enthusiasm generated from last year’s Festival, a
similar event is planned to take place in Chicago on Saturday, May 8, 1982. Arme-
nian schools of Illinois, Michigan, Missouri and Wisconsin will participate.
Students from the distant states will embark on buses with their sleeping bags to
spend the night at the Daniel Varoujan School of Chicago, the host school, which is
associated with the All Saints Church of Glenview, Illinois.

The Student Festival Steering Committee members at a recent meeting. Left to right, standing: Goharig
Davidian, Sandra Shamlian, Maro Bulbulian, Elizabeth Agulian, Zabel Ajemian, Zemroukhd
Markarian. Seated, left to right: John Agulian, Festival Chairman; Hourig Papazian-Sahagian, ANEC
Executive-Coordinator, Sandra Vartanian, Lousine Bedrosian, Seta Bakalian. Missing from photo: Liz
Amirian, Lucine Barghamian, Anasig Boudakian, Norik Checkosky, Talin Daghlian, Jacques
Dostourian, Vartanoush Hairanian, Hourie Der Kazarian, Sophie Odabashian, Sarkis Ohanessian.

A scene from last year’s Festival shows the quiz-show competition. ‘“Besides being a fun-day,”’ says Mrs.

Hourig Papazian-Sahagian, ‘‘the atmosphere created by the Festival enables the students and staff to |

establish lasting relationships with one another.”’

At the peak of sunrise, he glides in the
wind. His grace is widely spread. Eyes open,
he is ready to start his silent day. His heart,
as always, is comprised with anxiety and
concern. Flowing with majesty, he is time at
a standstill. Time will tick, bombs will
detonate, worlds will destruct. . .but he is
silent, and he is pure. He can’t sense the
disruption.

He stirs from world to world. Distance is
no burden. He is elegance and magnificence,
dignity and wisdom. But there is only one
word that describes him best. Peace, that is
the word. Peace is his day, his night. . .his
world. His true company is the whistle of the
wind against the trees. He does not kill to
live, unlike the human. He eats only grass,
seeds and grains. He hasn’t a care in the
world. His heart, constantly beats with soft
content. He knows no devil, he knows no
Sin. . .he just flys with the breeze. He is at
peace with himself, esctatic about the

The Armenian

Symbol

by Ardemis M. Ghazarian

freedom he has in the sky. He is kindness
and he is love. His life is simple, one so many
admire. He is the dove. The free, pure white,
cooing dove. . .the symbol of peace. He is
well-known. Not only on Christmas cards or
pet shops, but in minds of the world. He

brought sign of dry land to Noah, and he |

brought joy. The dove, he is strength. He is
love and survival alone. He has no shoulders
to cry on, he has no debts, he has no worrys.
He is alone. . .but free. He’s the free, in-
dependent bird in the sky above us. He’s the
free bird, the symbol of what Armenians
long and ache for.

Wings outspread, he leaps back gracefully
into the sky. He flutters his
feathers. . .toward the sky. Toward the free
sky. The world may be getting colder, the
time may be getting shorter, but gliding now
above the ocean, he hears the swooshing cur-
rents, and nothing more. Yes, he is freedom,
and undoubtedly the Armenian symbol.

“Will We Remember Our Future”

by Iris Papazian

|

I want to speak to you today a little about
the past, a little about the present, and alot
about the future.

We Armenians seem to have an obsession
with the past, so worried that we will forget,
| but today the question that is paramount in
my mind is, “Will We Remember Our
Future?”’

The Armenian Church—worldwide—is in
a serious crisis. If we do not take decisive ac-
tion immediately, with a clear vision of the
future, it is quite possible that this structure
we are in today will cease to be an Armenian
l church.

We are facing a crisis of such proportions
that I constantly wonder when one of our
leaders is going to be bold enough to stand
up and “‘tell it like it is,”’ rather than deliver-
i ing emotional platitudes which are pre-

occupied with appearance rather than
substance.

A song that was very popular during the
turbulent 1960s and which the kids were
singing constantly asked the question, “How
many times can a man turn his head and pre-
tend that he just does not see?’’

I think the time has come for us to take an
objective look at ourselves and to honestly
evaluate our present condition and the
prognosis for our future.

We have today in the United States and
Canada, within both jurisdictions, more
than a dozen Armenian communities which
do not have full-time religious leadership.
Within the next few years many of our
priests will reach retirement age. There are
no replacements for these men.

Worldwide we have currently three major
Seminaries. The Seminary at Etchmiadzin
after a long period of inactivity has been ac-
tive for some time now. However, by Soviet
law, graduates of the Seminary may serve
only within the Soviet Union—and in coun-
tries within the Soviet sphere of influence.

Second, there is the Seminary of St. James
in Jerusalem, which during the early part of
the twentieth century was very active. In
fact, it can be stated that following the
genocide it was the Jerusalem Patriarchate
and the Seminary which became dominant.
| Inrecent year, for a variety of reasons, it has
been semi-active, and is now beginning to
strengthen its Seminary program, still ex-
periencing difficulties. Also, traditionally the
Seminary at Jerusalem has prepared
members for the Brotherhood rather than
parish priests.

Third, we have the Armenian Theological
Seminary at Antelias, Lebanon, which has
been active without interruption since its
founding in 1930. I want to emphasize this,
because the Seminary has been functioning
even during the Lebanese civil war, under

| very trying conditions.

I am standing here today to ask you to
support the Armenian Theological Seminary
for a very simple reason. If I may say it in the
English vernacular, because ‘‘it’s the only
game in town.”” And it is the best short-term
—1I emphasize the word short-term—answer
for the crisis that is facing the Armenian
church today.
[ I will come back to that thought, but let

me at this point give you a brief history
about the Seminary. I have been in Lebanon
| twice during the past five years and I have
seen first-hand the conditions that the
Seminary finds itself in today.

First, a little background. When the First
World War ended and an armistice was sign-
ed with the Ottoman Empire, what was left
of the Armenian nation was scattered
throughout the Middle East. American relief
organizations, primarily the Near East
Relief, was continuing to aid the Armenians
as it had dome since it was founded in
September, 1915, through the efforts of
Henry Morgenthau, the U.S. Ambassador to
the Ottoman Empire and American mis-
sionary leaders who had witnessed the
massacres and deportations of the Armenian
population.

In 1922 and 1923 Near East Relief was
forced to evacuate the thousands of orphans
under its care in Cilicia and Turkish
Armenia. Orphanages in Kharpet, Malatya,
Dikranagert, Mardin, Urfa, Marash, Tarsus,
Mersin, Aintab and Adana were closed and
' the orphans were transported overland on
foot and by rail to Syria and Lebanon, which
was then under a French mandate.

As you can imagine, housing and caring
for these orphans was a great problem. Near
East Relief rented empty factories and
hospitals. At Antelias, a site which had been
| a paper mill, along the Mediterranean, was
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purchased. With renovation it became ade-
quate to house, feed, and educate 12,000
Armenian orphans. When the orphans
reached the age of 16, they were placed in
jobs and the Near East Relief orphanage
program gradually diminished. By 1928,
only 500 boys remained in Antelias, and the
next year the orphanage was closed.
However, the Board of Trustees of Near
East Relief wanted the property to continue
to serve the Armenian people.

Catholicos Sahak IT—Catholicos of the
See of Cilicia who had fled Cilicia following
the French withdrawal, proposed to
transform the Antelias orphanage into a
Theological Seminary and a training school
for teachers, as well as the Seat for the See of
Cilicia. Near East Relief granted use of the
Antelias property to the Armenian Church
for five years at a token rental of $1 per year.
During this five-year period, the Near East
Relief also allocated $10,000 per year for the
Seminary. Armenians in America agreed to
raise $5,000 per year to meet the Seminary’s
yearly expense of $15,000.

I wish I had the time to go further into the
history of the Seminary and the Cilician See,
because it is a fascinating story, but I don’t.
To make a long story short, the five year trial
period was successful, and the Near East
Foundation agreed to sell the Antelias pro-
perty to the Armenians for $19,000—even
though they had been offered several thou-
sand dollars more for the property. And so,
the former orphanage became a permanent
home for the Cilician See, as well as an
educational center, to help replace the hun-
dreds of priests and lay leaders lost during
the genocide.

The work of the Antelias Seminary has
had a world-wide impact through the serv-
ices rendered by its students to the church in
the Middle East, Europe, North and South
America. It is not just a regional institution.

During its first fifty years, 800 young
Armenians have passed through the
Seminary. Among its graduates have been
three Catholicoses, 23 Archbishops and
Bishops, 52 celibate priests, and more than
200 teachers, headmasters, and choir direc-
tors. In addition, many students have gone
on to serve the community in various ways as
volunteer workers.

Antelias—or I should say the complex of
buildings which we call the Catholicate of
the Cilician See—is right along the Mediter-
ranean. At one time it was a quiet, suburban
town. Today, for all practical purposes,
Antelias is part of metropolitan Beirut, and
just as bustling and noisy as Beirut. Because
of this it was decided to transfer the
Seminary to Bikfaya in 1978. Bikfaya is a
small mountain town, barely 15-20 minutes
away from Antelias, but almost a different
world. It is quiet and serene, surrounded by
mountains, and orchards and vineyards. It
has been used as a summer residence for the
Catholicos for many years. It was felt that
the quiet atmosphere would be more con-
ducisve to spiritual and intellectual
discipline. For use as a summer residence,
the existing buildings are quite adequate, but
as a Seminary many essentials are lacking. It
does not have adequate classrooms, library,
study halls, or dormitories. I wish you could
see the dormitories. The beds are so close
together in large rooms, that there is hardly
enough room to walk. The need for an an-
nex building is imperative.

In a few weeks you will receive two
booklets in the mail. One in English is called
““The Cilician See at Antelias: Fifty Years of
Leadership.”” The other in Armenian is
titled, <(”‘uurbnlu:fl.g 'lwpnrl[llinunl_pbuﬁl
zul/ng Ubé—[v Sty ll[r[[vl[[rn/:» Some time
in April you will receive a third booklet,
‘‘Antelias: From Orphanage to Seminary.”’

Plainly speaking—and I like to speak
plainly—these booklets are asking you for
money. It is my hope that the community
will respond generously so that the facilities
of the Seminary can be expanded to accom-
modate more than the fifty-plus seminarians
currently attending. I want to emphasize that
what we are hoping for is a broad-base sup-
port. Not necessarily large donations from a
few, but rather small donations from many.
And, I want to say that I feel our obligations
should go beyond money. We should
become more actively involved in the life of
the Seminary and its curriculum and its
direction. We should demand that the
graduates be properly trained to become
religious leaders. I am going to say
something which will probably make me very
unpopular—but I was never much interested

{Continued on page 6)



EXHIBIT AND LECTURE SERIES IN COMMEMORATION
OF THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE OF 1915

LOCATION:

The Prince George Ballroom

Prince George Hotel
14 East 28th St. NYC

OPENING:

Friday, April 23, 1982, 7:00p.m.

Official Opening Ceremony, 7:45 p.m.

EXHIBIT HOURS:

Friday, April 23, 7:00 - 10:00 p.m.

Saturday, April 24, 1:00 - 10:00 p.m.

Sunday, April 25, 1:00 - 7:00 p.m.

LECTURES:

Endangered Species: The Story of
Medieval Armenian Architecture

Lecture by Dr. Lucy Der Manuelian
Friday, April 23, 8:30 p.m.

Rugs With Armenian Inscriptions

Slide Presentation and Lecture
by Dr. Viken Sassouni
Saturday, April 24, 7:00 p.m.

Journey to Turkish Occupied Armenia:
A Blueprint to Genocide

Slide Presentation and Narration
by Mitch Kehetian The Prelacy of the Armenian
Sunday, April 25, 2:00 p.m. Apostollc Church of America
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1982 Prelacy Tours to Armenia

TOUR A: YOUTH TOUR
For young people between the ages of 16-18. This tour is reserved for graduating class and graduates of our
Sunday School. Those interested should write to Armenian Religiouns Education Council or their mdividual
churches, Those selected will pay only $800. Balance will be taken care of by the Armenian Church and the
Committee for Cultural Relations with Armenians Abroad. Depart: July 30; Return: August 20,

TOUR B: CULTURAL TOUR (3 weeks)

4 days in Moscow

13 days in Yerevan

3 days in Leningrad

Depart: July 30

Retumn: August 20
All Armenian Americans are urged to take advantage of this tour, as it is designed especially for them. The tour in-
cludes out-of-the-ordinary trips, as well as 10 lectures concerning all aspects of Armenia, past and present.

TOTALTOURPRICE® . ... ittititiieiana it eia e eninnraraansitsiitasresrnrrans $1,500.00

TOUR C: GOLDEN AUTUMN TOUR (3 weeks)
4 days in Moscow
13 days in Yerevan
3 days in Leningrad
Depart: September 16

Ht 1,425 wpes
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Unwfinprupubp Swogbpl.-

Tel. (212) 689-7810

Burcbypbuy wbgblymfPlutsg Suntup Swbbyly Qumply Shppbup fupolp be nupuplly ggayph

Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America
138 E. 39th St., New York, N.Y. 10016

Return: October 6

TOTAL TOUR PRICE*...........

“Single occupancy add $250.

All above tour prices reflect New York departure and i
; Three meals daily

Round trip air First class accom-
the tour; Round trip transfers from airports

modations based on double

Visa fees, airport taxes, and baggage handling.

to hotels; Daily si
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tours and out-of-ts

For further information call or mail the coupon to:

PRELACY OF THE ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH OF AMERICA

138 East 39th Street
New York, New York 10016
(212) 689-7810

Please reserve

place(s) in Tour

{enclose a deposit of $150.00 per reservation. Checks should be payable to Armenian Apostolic Church of

America.

I am interested in Tour

Suugh

Name

and would like more information.

Address

Lbnudig

Vasbfaliafualy phua] wp

fmnpbih wbpbp nuBh0f: 4bpshl wuylulodmd 31 Twyhu, 1082-

Phone

Please indicate the best time to reach you by telep

DEADLINE: MAY 31, 1982
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“Will We Remember Our Future!’

(Continued from page 5)

in winning popularity contests—it is true
that in the past many of our religious leaders
have not been properly trained. In my book
it takes more than a fluent knowledge of
Armenian and a good voice to' become a
religious leader. It is time for us to continue
to give generous financial support, but it is
also time for us to make our leaders accoun-
table to our needs.

Now, I know what some of you are think-
ing. And, let me voice it for you: The situa-
tion in lebanon is precarious. Does it make
sense to put more money into a country with
an uncertain future? Especially when we
have so many projects here which need
funding? It’s a good, legitimate question,
and one that should be voiced. I’ve been to
Lebanon twice since the war started—and
although both my trips were during relatively
calm periods—it was still a frightening ex-
perience for me, a gal born in New York,
raised in Philadelphia, and now living in
New Jersey. Even a simple chore like making
a telephone call is frustrating. I can tell you I
have the utmost of respect for all the people
of Lebanon for their stamina and sheer guts.
So, you are saying, can we afford to give
sums of money under these circumstances? I
say to you that AT THIS TIME WE CAN
NOT AFFORD NOT TO.

Which brings me again to the future. A
few minutes ago I emphasized the words
short-term, because I believe that we have to
start planning for the future in this country.
The time has come for our Boards of
Trustees, our national delegates, our parish
priests, our executive council and our prelate
to seriously consider ways of attracting, and
providing the means of educating in the
United States or Canada young men and
women who can be the future leaders of our
churches. And I mean serious talk and ac-
tion, not just lip service.

The Armenian population in the United
States and Canada is increasing almost daily,
and our leadership must come from within
our ranks, young men and women who
understand the ways and customs of the
country they are going to serve in. I believe
that the Armenian community in North
America is going to become the dominant
Armenian community, one that can operate
freely with vast resources available. It is
about time we assumed that leadership role,
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rather than shirking on the sidelines.

Yes, I can anticipate a few more objec-
tions. What about our schools here which
are constantly in need of money? If we are
really serious about being Armenian, then
we are going to support all of the things we
feel are important. We are going to because
we have to. We are going to because we have
no other choice—unless we accept oblivion
as a choice. I don’t know about you, but I
am not yet prepared to accept that choice.

I am still an eternal optimist. I believe we
can overcome the many problems facing us.
If we look at these so-called burdens in a dif-
ferent perspective we may turn them into
treasures which will provide the means for
achieving success.

There’s a legend about God and birds. If I

_remember it properly, if goes something like

this: When the earth was created and the
birds had learned the art of singing, God
placed wings upon their backs. A storm of
protest broke out among the birds, and they
decided to send a delegation to plead their
case. The delegates approached God’s
throne and they implored the Lord to
remove their obnoxious wings. ‘‘Is it not
enough,’’ they asked ‘‘that you made us so
light and feeble, so small and vulnerable,
must we now be burdened by the weight of
wings also?”’ ‘

God smiled and replied to the feathered
delegation: ““I see the justice of your com-
plaint. However, let us wait one week, and if
at that time you still desire to have your
wings removed, I shall grant your request.”’

Greatly pleased, the delegation left. One
day later, a strange thing happened. An
unexplained force lifted them up, and the
birds found themselves flying and floating
and enjoying a heavenly sensation.

When one week had passed, the delega-
tion reappeared before God, but this time
they were very humble. “‘Merciful Father,”
they said, “how could we have doubted
Your infinite wisdom? These very wings
which we ridiculed as unnecessary burdens,
we now cherish. They enable us to soar into
the loftiest, loftiest heights.’’

I think in spite of our many burdensome
“‘wings,’” we too can fly. Yes, we can help
the Seminary. Yes, we can raise the money to
pay for the beautiful expansion of this
church and yes, we can raise the money to
support our schools. . .if we want to, we can
do anything. If I may paraphrase the words
of my all-time favorite politician, Adlai
Stevenson, ‘‘We have to think and look far,
far ahead, and be prodded into doing the
things that it would be much easier not to
do. Don’t try to think of things that are
politically shrewd. Try to think of the next
generations.”’

Thanks for listening.

The five most important words you can say to
others are: I love you very much.

The four most important words are:

May I help?

The two most important words are:

Thank you.

The most important word is: We.




