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The National Representative Assembly
Convenes in Worcester, Mass.

The Religious Conference and the National Repre-
sentative Assembly of the Eastern Prelacy of the Armen-
ian Apostolic Church of America and Canada, con-
vened in the Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic Church
of Worcester, MA, from May 12 - 15, 1981. The Prelate,
His Grace, Bishop Mesrob Ashjian presided over the
convention in which over 70 clergy and lay delegates
took part.

Tuesday, May 12th was devoted entirely to the
Religious Conference, held in the Holy Trinity Church
Hall. Participating in the Conference were seventeen
Reverend Fathers, representing Prelacy parishes.
Deacon Mgerditch Mgerditchian attended as a guest.

Morning and evening periods of meditation and
prayer were part of the day’s schedule.

The Conference opened with His Grace, Bishop Ash-
jian’s remarks, and a word of welcome from Rev.
Vazken Bekiarian, Pastor of the Worcester Holy Trinity
Armenian Apostolic Church. Following the Prelate’s
remarks, the Tivan was formed with Rev. Archpriest
Torkom Hagopian as Chairman and Rev. Sahag Ver-
tanessian as Secretary.

His Grace, Bishop Ashjian, in his address, stressed
the duties and obligations of the Armenian clergy in serv-

"ing to expound the word of the Bible and in perforiiing

with dedication the spiritual tasks and responsibilities
placed upon them. His Grace also mentioned the 50th
anniversary of the Seminary emphasizing the importance
that it be celebrated amongst all Prelacy affiliated church
bodies and community members in unison.

On this occasion a telegram was sent to His Holiness
Khoren I and His Holiness Karekin II Co-Adjutor of the
Holy See of Cilicia, in the name of the Religious Con-
ference.

Following the reading of the Religious Council’s An-
nual report, two lectures were given: 1) ‘“The Paulician
Sect’” by Rev. Archpriest Asoghik Kelejian; 2) ““The
Shroud of Turin’’ by Rev. Antranig Baljian.

After the lectures, the Conference floor was open to
three Committee reports of the Religious Council which
had been established during the 1980 Religious Con-
ference.

It was noted that in a year’s time these committees
have done a commendable job in introducing the
nature, function and beliefs of the Armenian Apostolic
Church.

At the close of the conference, thirteen clergy were
elected as delegates for a four-year term to the NRA.

THE NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLY

The National Representative Assembly convened on
Wednesday, May 13th, 1981 at 3:30 p.m. in the Holy
Trinity Armenian Apostolic Church. The Prelate invited
the eldest delegate, Mr. Gosdan Bozajian, the youngest,
Dr. Arsen Michaelian to act as Chairman and Secretary
respectively, of the temporary Tivan. His Grace, the
Prelate formally opened the meeting with the Lord’s
Prayer.

The Pastor of the host Church, on behalf of the Board
of trustees, Rev. Vazken Bekiarian, and Mr. Aram Par-
ghamian, welcomed the delegates. Following their re-
marks, the meeting proceeded with scheduled activities.

After the formation of the Credentials and Election
Committees, the permanent Tivan was elected as fol-
lows: Nerces Chitjian, First Chairman; Astor Guzelian,
Second Chairman; Rev. Sahag Vertanessian, Armenian
Secretary; Mrs. Anahid Keoseyan, English Secretary.

The Convention rose to hear telegrams from His Holi-
ness Khoren I and His Holiness Karekin II Co-Adjutor,
Catholicoi of the Holi See of Cilicia. Congratulatory
telegrams were also sent by His Grace, Bishop Yeprem
Tabakian of the Western Prelacy and His Grace, Arch-
bishop Datev Sarkissian, Director of the Theological
Seminary in Bikfaya, Lebanon, and other individuals.

The Prelate, as President of the Convention, directed
telegrams to His Holiness Khoren I and His Holiness
Karekin II, Co-Adjutor Catholicos; to the President of
the United States, Ronald Reagan; to the Prime Minister
of Canada, Pierre Trudeau; and to the Governor of
Massachusetts.

At the start of the meeting, Chairman, Astor Guzelian

welcomed guests to the Convention as follows: Mr.
Robert Derian, member of the National Council; Mr.
Kevork Donabedian and Mr. John Mgerditchian, from
the Hairenik Association.

Rev. Archpriest Mousegh Der Kaloustian, Chairman,
presented the Annual Report of the Religious Council
and Mr. Sarkis Teshoian, Chairman of the Executive
Council presented the Executive’s Annual Report.

Upon the request of His Grace, Bishop Ashjian,
prayers were said for His Holiness, Pope Paul II, and
for the deceased clergy and delegates of the Armenian
Apostolic Church — Rev. Nerces Shahinian, Mr. Ed-
ward Sahagian, Mr. Khatchig Nedurian, Mr. Mitchell
Michaelian, Mr. Antranig Arakelian, and Mr. George
Papazian.

The second session convened at 7:45 p.m., at which
time Mr. Sarkis Teshoian, Chairman of the Executive
Council and His Grace, Bishop Ashjian delivered their
messages.

Mr. Teshoian, stressed the central authority of the
Prelacy. ‘‘Rule of Law will govern,’’ he said, ‘‘demands
from on high will be made and sacrifices will be required
and will be made.

And when our people understand the clear and order-
ly sense of the posibilitiés and priorities. . .

When we understand that because of our limitations
in numbers and resources we must of necessity not con-
front the goals, but rather build a gradual momentum
toward our goals; and. . .

When we understand the need to sustain that genuine
commitment to the cause; and. . .

When we commit a level of uncompromising loyalty
and dedication; and. . .

When our elected officials look upon their role as a
mission worthy of sacrifice; and

When all this is done, then maybe, just maybe, future
generations may say they were worthy sons and
daughters of the Armenian Church and Nation.”’

His Grace in his message, discussed ideals, goals, and
new horizons that the Armenian Apostolic Church
wants to venture upon to maintain the continuing pros-

(Continued on page 4)

In response to greetings from Bishop Datev
Sarkissian, the Dean of the Armenian Theological
Seminary, the NRA voted unanimously on the
JSollowing resolution.

The National Representative Assembly of
the Armenian Apostolic Church of America,
Eastern Prelacy, most gratefully acknowledges
the fraternal greetings and blessings of the
Seminary of the Great and Illustrious House
of Cilicia. The Seminary during the past 50
years, has made important and integral con-
tributions to the educational and religious
fiber of the Armenian community in the
diaspora. In truth, the very existance of the
Armenian Apostolic Church in communities
throughout the world, and especially here in
America, is dependent upon the success of
the Seminary in preparing theological candi-
dates for service to .our people, our nation,
our church and God.

With the approach of the fiftieth anniver-
sary of the establishment of the Seminary of
the Great House of Cilicia, the NRA, on
behalf of our Diocese, extends its heartfelt
congratulations and grateful appreciation
for its past accomplishments. It humbly asks
Almighty God to grant to His Holiness
Catholicos Khoren I, His Holiness Catholi-
cos Co-Adjutor Karekin II, the Cilician
Brotherhood and the Seminary, the strength,
the support and the wisdom to provide the
leadership to nurture the spiritual life of Ar-
menians throughout the world. To honor
this auspicious occasion, we have asked that
the Prelacy and all its churches make special
note of this 50th anniversary with appropriate
cultural celebrations and religious ceremonies.




The following letter to his father, written by John
Bashian, is representative of the mutual feelings of grati-
tude, love and respect shared by all Armenian children
towards their fathers.

Dear Dad,

I’ve decided that for Father’s Day not to send you the
usual greeting card which says, ‘““HAPPY FATHER’S
DAY FROM YOUR SON”’, or “TO THE BEST DAD
IN THE WORLD”’ but rather to write this letter to you.

Over the years we’ve been through a lot together.
We’ve had our days both good and bad. But the main
thing is that we’ve gotten through them together. And I
just want to say how much I appreciate your being there
when I needed you.

Some of the memories I cherish were the long rides in
the country; going deep see fishing; helping you with all
the backyard barbecues; cutting the lawn and changing
the oil of the cars. But most of all I’ve enjoyed your
friendship, being close to you, getting to know the real
Dad. I guess it’s not so much a matter of what you’ve
done but it’s who you are. I understand and accept your
quiet resolve, your inner strength. And in my own way
I’ve tried to be as open about myself as I could. Perhaps
this letter is a way of opening up myself a little more to
you.

I appreciate how hard you’ve worked to give Mom
and the rest of us a good comfortable life. And I thank
you for the material things you’ve given me: especially
the opportunity of receiving a well rounded education.
This has meant a lot to me.

The day I told you that I had found an apartment,
you were upset by it all, couldn’t understand why I
would give up the comforts of home. Well Dad, it was
something that I had to do. And your concern was
telling me that I’ll always have a home with you. But
these past few years have opened my eyes and my heart
to many things. Especially cherished are those values
which you’ve given me including an appreciation and
love of my Armenian identity all of which has made me
a better person and a better son.

Recently Dad, I’ve felt another kind of love. A love
that is with me always. The kind of love that grows
daily. The kind of love that encompasses our human-
ness, that touches each of us. And that’s God’s love. His
love is a love that touches our soul. That gives us the an-
swer to 50 many questions.

And God’s love is built upon sacrifice just as you have
for me. There’s love when you do something for me or
for the family. And it can be draining Like the time you
had to work two jobs or when you’ve protected me from
harm.

Sometimes Dad, children don’t apprec1ate what their
parents tell them to do. And it’s hard for parents to un-
derstand what their children are going through. But is it
so hard to understand that God sacrificed himself
through Christ for all of us? That’s love, an incredible
kind of love.

Now when we are together it means so much more to
me because of God’s love which makes our love com-
plete, more meaningful, lasting, and special.

Always, I’ll end by saying that I’ll see you this week-
end. I love you very much and I’m thankful for all that
you’ve given to me as my father.

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY
Your Son,
John

New York Pastors Elevated
To Archpriests

The rank of archpriest (avak kahana) was recently
bestowed upon Rev. Mousegh Der Kaloustian, pastor of
St. Illuminator’s Cathedral of New York City, and Rev.
Asoghik Kelejian, pastor of St. Sarkis Armenian Apos-
tolic Church of Bayside, New York, by His Holiness
Khoren I, Catholicos of Cilicia.

During special ceremonies held on Easter Sunday the
official encyclical sent by the Catholicos was read by His
Grace, Bishop Mesrob Ashjian in St. Illuminator’s and
by Arch-Deacon Frank Kabarajian, on the Prelate’s
behalf, in St. Sarkis respectively.

The elevation to the rank of archpriests was in due re-
cognition of both pastors many years of dedicated serv-
ice. Rev. Archpriest M. Der Kaloustian has been pastor
of St. Illuminator’s for 13 years while Rev. Archpriest
A. Kelejian is nearing his 25th anniversary as pastor of
St. Sarkis.

Our congratulations to Rev. Archpriest Der Kaloust-
ian and Rev. Archpriest Kelejian and their families and
sincere wishes for continued gratification and success in
their holy endeavors.

OUTREACH
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His Grace, Bishop Mesrob Ashjian chats with Rev. Theodore
M. Hesburgh, President of Notre Dame University during
celebrations of World Communications Day held in the Dag
Hammarshjold Auditorium at the United Nations. World
Communications Day, established in 1966 by His Holiness
Pope Paul VI, hopes to draw attention to the vital role of
media in our modern society and stress the community’s re-
sponsibility in helping improve national media services.

Mid-East Religious Leaders
Avow Support of Lebanon

On May 6, 1981, Middle Eastern Christian and Mos-
lem Religious leaders of the United States, representing
two million (2,000,000) Lebanese, met at the headquar-
ters of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese
of North America in Englewood, New Jersey and issued
the following statement:

For more than six years the Republic of Lebanon has
been enduring the scourge of a civil war which has re-
sulted in much bloodshed, human suffering and destruc-
tion. Tens of thousands of Lebanese have lost their lives.
Thousands of men, women and children have been
maimed and/or displaced. Businesses which took genera-
tions to build have been lost. Cities, villages, historical
sites, religious, educational, cultural and medical centers
have been destroyed. The hopes and dreams of an entire
nation have been shattered.

The uniqueness of Lebanon as a land where various
religious beliefs co-exist and interact has been seriously
questioned. Yet despite this long dark night and in the
face of all these difficulties, there is still a functioning
government in Lebanon. The overwhelming majority of
the Lebanese people are still willing, more than ever, to
preserve their historical formula of co-existence, in-
dependence and unique democratic experience, provided
they are left alone to settle their own problems without
external interference.

The recent and tragic events which have taken place in
Zahle, Beirut and especially in South Lebanon, which
has been suffering for the past three decades, have
prompted us to issue this urgent appeal.

—We firmly stand for a united and democratic Le-
banon in its internationally recognized borders; its
sovereignty and territorial integrity must be respected by
all.

—We strongly support the President of Lebanon and
his legal government. Furthermore, we urge the Presi-
dent of Lebanon, the Prime Minister and all responsible
leaders to continue their efforts for a national reconcilia-
tion and call upon all Lebanese regardless of religious
and political affiliation, to unite around the central
government of Lebanon.

—We vehemently appeal to all warring factions to lay
down their arms and reach a national consensus. This is
not a time for recrimination and violent confrontation.
The national interests of Lebanon must take precedence
over all purely personal and selfish interests. Only
through love and understanding can a new Lebanon rise
from the ashes.

—We severely deplore all attempts to partition Leban-
on into various entities which fundamentally contradicts
the aspirations of all Lebanese people.

—We unequivocally oppose all efforts to permanently
settle the Palestinians in South Lebanon or in any part
of Lebanon. The Lebanese people have always support-
ed the struggle of the Palestinians to return in their
homeland and they will continue to do so.

—We strongly urge the President of Lebanon and his
government to continue building a strong Lebanese Ar-
my which will eventually exercise its legitimate authority
over every inch of Lebanese soil.

—Lebanon has contributed much to the Arab renais-
sance, past and present. In fact, Lebanon is the soul of
the Arab World. Therefore, what shall the Arabs benefit
if they gain the whole world and lose their soul?

National Funeral of
Antranig Arakelian

The National Funeral of the late Antranig Arakelian,
celebrated jointly by Bishop Mesrob Ashjian, Prelate of
the Eastern Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church,
and Rev. Dr. Gorun Shrikian, Pastor of Detroit’s St.
Sarkis Church, was attended by hundreds.

Assisting the esteemed church leaders were four Sar-
gavaks, unprecedented for Armenian Lay funerals, the
Saravaks were: Manoog Der Ovagimian, Kepham Taz-
ian, Deran Kochyan, and Bearge Sarkisian. Soprano
soloist, Anne Movsesian also participated in the solemn
church rituals for the venerated lay leader who had lived
four score and six years.

The regular pall bearers were preceded by 12 honorary
bearers in the procession that accompanied the deceased
to the center of the church nave.

Dr. Shrikian reviewed the events of Arakelian’s life
chronologically, from his birth in Bingol, Sepastia, to
the day of his demise 86 years later.

The Pastor characterized the intervening years as a
period of great productivity and progress for the deceas-
ed who came to the United States when he was 18.

Like so many before him, the young pioneer had to go
through the rigors of Ellis Island before being allowed to
officially enter the great port city, New York. He spent
only two months there, then moved to Racine where he
was offered work on a farm.

Before long he moved on to Awosso, Michigan and
again became a farm hand until he heard of opportuni-
ties in Detroit, whereupon he moved to the Motor City
and worked for the Scotten Dillon Co., the Deamond
Manufacturing Co. and the Ford Motor Co. successively.

In 1918, Arakelian served in the U.S. Army and was
later honorably discharged. He returned to Detroit and
purchased a small neighborhood grocery store. He had
decided he wanted to work for himself.

Upon the urging of all friends, Antranig Arakelian
went to Istanbul where he met Sophia Topouzian, the
girl he was later to marry. She was his wife for over 60
years. She was Erzngatzi.

They were blessed with three Children—George
Yeghia, Edward Mugerdich and Lillian Shooshanig.
(now deceased).

Their children in turn have blessed them with five
grand children and three great grandchildren.

For years the senior Arakelian played a major role in
the activities of Detroit Armenians. They were invariab-
ly in the forefront of philanthropic endeavors which
helped many less fortunate children to complete their
education. Arakelian’s philanthropies went beyond the
periphery of the United States—and entered into several
foreign lands.

Arakelian was a former ARF member, but as the de-
mands of his business grew, he was forced to ease up on
his Armenian political activity. He ultimately was forced
to give up his organizational pursuits entirely.

He was a founder and former officer of the-Bingol-
Compatriotic Society, an organization of which he was
most proud.

Following the second World War, Arakelian became
extremely active in the St. Sarkis Church. He served as a
member of their Board of Trustees for 20 years and was
a delegate to the National Representative Assembly for
12 years.

Because of his belief in the axiom, ‘It is better to give
than to receive’’ both the St. Sarkis Church and the
ARF have been recipients of the man’s truly generous
nature. The Armenian schools have also benefited from
his unselfishness.

He was a humble man with a strong belief in God and
his Church.

Bishop Ashjian expressed the deep grief of both
Catholicos Khoren and Coadjutor Catholicos Karekin
over the passing of this “‘truly faithful servant of God.”’

Others who spoke at the dinner were: Onnig Hachig-
ian, representing the Prelacy, Hmayag Semerjian, a
Khnamee, Hagop Mooradian, an old family friend, Ish-
ram Kachyan and Percy Sarkisian, radio announcers
and friends, and the moving talk by the Bishop.

The speakers all agreed that Arakelian’s good works
and deeds would long be remembered by a grateful com-
munity who sadly said their farewells to this man who
had played so important a role in their lives.

Arakelian was laid to rest in Detroit Hoodmere Ceme-
try, burial site of thousands of the city’s Armenian
population.
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—We appeal to the Super-powers and all Middle East-
ern countries not to make Lebanon an arena for their in-
ternational quarrels and designs. Lebanon has always
been a link between the Arab and Western civilizations.
Therefore its survival is an international imperative.

Present at this meeting were:

Metropolitan Philip Saliba of the Antiochian Orthodox
Christian Archdiocese of North America.

Archbishop Joseph Tawil of the Melkite Greek Catholic
Eparachy of the United States.

Archbishop Mar Athanasius Y. Samuel of the Syrian
Orthodox Archdiocese of the United States and

Bishop Francis M. Zayek of the Diocese of St. Maron—
USA.

Bishop Mesrob Ashjian of the Prelacy of the Armenian
Apostolic Church of America.

Imam Mohamad Jawad Chirri of the Islamic Center of
Detroit.

Mr. Rafic Rasemny of the American Druze Society.



SR SUURULENRT PLRLPYGUYL

1981 SULNRUY UTUL M

”LFFWF, 15 ”‘WJ[HI[I llllb'llnllimfl, nLumE[l[l cb[lﬂ—
Ugqpusp Gpbuppusiwlyu’s dnqndf grulyourse Sury -
rrgfp, wekyfe put 300 Spepbpne Bhpluyme it
rr vhplhuyugacy «Swpnewls Uwpypy, Cppulnybh,
Sn.gpo z“ll’[l‘u[ldnLl, ‘Fl:‘@l[lqbuliln, [1 ‘l.iuu'4uunn|_ﬁ[n_il
Uppuguts Juypp pp povppl S5 Jbp wnwe Snpfd-
Phpplpbuisp JE9° pdpylyl ne nulpwpnyd dwubmgb-
fuinwlncfiplr dupgp, Suly dwpgps Ypyphpng wp-
a'nl_lfllll bl_ Jl‘l[’l‘l‘ﬂbL bl_ ilﬂL['pbl‘l[ q_ﬂ[’a’"Lilt"LFblul,F‘
wanrlbguu_ ulful_li[ruululflgblﬁ mbrl ll.[ruu_lil [Ipbfl‘ USE-
phlugf be wypuupp pdylyneffbut upmndn @l FE9

Srpft. Rhpplbwt, np fbpfhpu fppupncdwlus
Suuf[:urlnl.bl Ee min{uuf[: uuuufuul nl[rfl,g ((Swlnu_mfl
Uwpops Sngulpny juymopupacfpebp: Uyg spopoo-
Yuihncfpiip winwbdibg Shpwlhngp wggupiibplts b
li[lbu:[ln[mub '”[1 N L/rputu Qﬁpﬁbmin

Vol wofuny & uppbyp’ fuwpogbo: Gplup fhuig
ekqp, wqbnualwh hbwhph pihbpafe’ Skipv N4-

SNRE. LOURLIrANRYT RBRELPUG LY
prfpilibpts JpS & Snpfe Sudpupdncd Rhppfrlybu-
LE: zl‘l"lﬂulll’ﬂl.il m’l"Lil lrE, 4‘”‘-’[1‘"L "E, ll.['['@ l-’E‘
Lhpubpne puy

s”ep. ‘Fb@l[r[lbmil Shuwd £ pupny Sbun, 1900—[’b,
Suwliing £, pugdulipuwd plnnebifiph dp S Uwhi-
YnifPbukl Sulpnid nihbgwd b qpulpubachab. wh-
Jwy pufbpgng’ fubndfubl dinwd § qppbpac feapipp-
qu'LﬂlqilbllnL 4bll” lllil Z”Lilll_gllll. qulfl&rn_p[n_in [111
wuspdwhf wupppll fpky Swpnoedp hwpe® Gpyhlbat

wgbinfls, be wop dbd babnbph: 1915~ phuwipppi

Shur wpunpnibgun zulltul Ee Stp .20[1, ke dfiuyl pp
Bl Sopbapop ylnplpe, np hyp Swnuybp @ppuhul
Lo spnpp bypop Sk I[Inlnfbl Swy Swfuly b wyphy ne
unypbghby fp pisnubfpp : C'n‘_mntl ll’wflyillt Unwr s
bey 191948, {bquidbuy wpunph wiwmnfh fp Suwalf
'”nl[iu, be bpQuitiynifdf g q‘anb’lWJ pugnikine Suwy
Hw&wbn;ﬂlﬂuil — (’wbp[l <(zlrfl uumnuub'flla‘[ra)),
c’[:luluﬁulunl.;‘fl, le[nu.J'mi:[l 4n‘l.[1il, U[uulf‘.uflﬂollr
bYusilpp qfilp by Jb[r[uunlmmti: wpunpuljulfy uvoig by -
Yhpkt be jrju b wquwancfffielip fnonwt fp hbwh-
ehb: uuvnp Swidwp wy, bpp ebdwpulpnts quwpdncdp hp
whuf, Plbe hp winpoynih foqngy Vngpop, bey Puppql
fpuryrd gy tﬁ,gmllo, JracumSunnnc fFhwl qpuniuugn s
opbp f'uwwypp, puyy be fudpnd hp juqfuluph wdts
gdnimpniffbwhy, b flp bhp wnioppuk fp Bearfyraremus—
ghpps np quPnygn fFbuk Jufangneffbwl wpnf wrr -
bnpabp qplip, ke Py vmup ppble, np hupbbap aquim—
newpkp ‘””f"‘{_’l't'l dp by ppkl Susdhiup | o Swnw by
bp prch uppngl, qpoadpuwbinfdbuh 1"”.[["5"@ bp fEwi—
b Swhwun ffbwhy: — Lnp c’[r,gwllo Quwuwd Lpfrnu—
wwpap np hp funpSppndt .-

_«uJ” FCos fhwhp by wyu FCEg el b
by bppemvmppncfpob- - Ypyplpny Qupgp, wlidh
bup' wpunp, zwsﬂiltil‘ z"'[t“l’ zulltull‘il‘ L/ P
p‘b[4nun4'il, bgnifniwd qpig
dp, npuwbu gbpp grpduwenp wpwpbbpne prd, Udb-
hyt Puyncoph LY Sudhuy Jblrluullullru_plu.il, unvmn
quiinwwupnn i, puwlinn, bnplh wiwaunn, ne w-
Ywunnkl 4:”[41‘[, Unuibrs ¢‘”l'["l"u"”i['['1[‘"’ Spui~
capncflpel, hnpniaw, fuipoun [vf:znmn_ wgpfry nepbdis:

Ruwyg, Chomlynsp fubpuyph Vupnbqp F54 bum-
pwifl fpuy, ghibp (rrugling b quu unpifng wyu
b‘[r[unmum[nl_il &, mp u. u. '”bm[rllbmfl[l Fb[“"l"['"‘-_
Flruufp Suwduyyuuipwls bp J‘”z"’ll’ dunbelsy, ke prvinmf
rl.uln_fuul Lfmuflulq.l‘m nulunu/[lfl CIIWLTnLFL‘mfly ll[l—
pupnednfflwh . rl.mum[uou‘ 3[’4"”’[".![' Sudwyuupu—
p . dppwpnidungbin puguph Shdwmgnyh {frowbiopuubin-
glh, pppbe SEqpluwlpnffs’ Sn@p. Rk fr wihncling
Cn.zalq"u.n[r uuflu"lf Ilzflrlr[:lluq[. ‘ftzz

A. zuufwz_[uulFCWJ[ﬁl uluunli[uuqu[rfl [l[:pbl_ -colonel
qp dwnuyb. pp Sheqpl whnl b Upwgbuy Gwdubg-
ilb'pﬂL ko bL[lﬂlllluJ[’ lfg'zo rl.uuuu[uou‘ Northwestem
zul"‘llluul["llil[lil 1’4‘2.. N llﬂ 4[1‘11‘_[1[1"1_[1 b[lb‘l_ulil‘ 9‘[1—
wn fdpiibbpne Uugbdpogp hrogdt. ..

Ruyg, wyu prjnp judngncfdpiiibpncs JE§ be wyu
moprp yulnqnfipibbpll Jbp® pdpoibpne wys pp-
dp2hp upnf wbp pdp oy dp bque be pp wqoflpp Suy
aoepa hp frgh -

Socp pudp pnju, Skp,
”[l dwrnsnybd npugbu e iifdlin

w”l_l’l‘lﬂl_z ) l‘l’ll‘lllllll‘l’

Dr. Hampartzoum Kelekian, the renowned Othopedic surgeon
Jrom Chicago, was chosen the Prelacy’s Man of the Year for
1981.
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The Armenian National Education
Committee Sponsors Third Summer
Trip to Armenia

The third annual ‘‘Summer in Armenia’’ competition
is being organized by the Armenian National Education
Committee. Recently invitations were received from the
Yerevan Committee for Cultural Relations with Armen-
ians Abroad for 15 students and teachers from A.N.E.C.
schools to spend the entire month of August in Ar-
menia, as guests of the Armenian government.

The students selected from among the 35 A.N.E.C.
affiliated schools, will attend summer camp in the Yere-
van region; while the teachers attend refresher courses at
the Pedagogical Institute of Yerevan University. While
in Armenia, all expenses, including pocket-money for
teachers, will be defrayed by the Committee for Cultural
Relations.

The American-Armenian boys and girls will come in
contact with hundreds of their counterparts from over a
dozen Diaspora countries, as well as with peers from
Armenia itself. They will be given the rare opportunity
of living and learning in an international atmosphere, on
the very soil of their ancestors. In the past, every young-
ster selected for this trip has returned home a changed
person, with a renewed fervor, a refreshed spirit and a
deeper love and commitment for his homeland, lan-
guage, culture and people. Living on the land of their
forefathers, breathing the sweet air and drinking the
cool fresh water of Armenia, leaves indelible, lifelong
impressions on the young people and teachers fortunate
enough to be chosen for the trip. Finally all the pent-up
longing to know their country that our Diaspora youth
possess, are given expression.

Projects of this nature play an important role in
achieving A.N.E.C.’s goals: ‘“To instill an unquenchable
spirit in th student, based on knowledge of his culture
and language.”’ This entrusted mandate is implemented
through A.N.E.C.’s system of affiliated schools in the
U.S. and Canada (Saturday and Day Schools) co-spon-
sored by the Eastern Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic
Church and the Armenian Relief Society’s Regional
Executive. Future plans call for providing more real-life
experiences for its school youth within an Armenian en-
viornment.

Althouth some of the youngsters selected for the trip
are not fluent in Armenian, they nevertheless return to
the U.S. having undergone larger than life experiences.
As English speaking Daniel Varoujan Garabedian, one
of last year’s trip-winners exclaimed, ‘‘Before going to
Haiastan I felt like a minute speck amidst thousands of
Armenian communities across the world; but in Haias-
tan I felt like a giant among giants.’’ That says it all.

Prelacy Sends Telegram to Vatican

On the Occasion of the recent attempted as-
sasination of Pope John Paul II, The National
| Representative Assembly sent the following tele-
gram to the Vatican.

““The National Representative Assembly of
the Armenian Apostolic Church of America,
Eastern Diocese joins the Roman Catholic
Church and the world ardently praying for the
speedy and total recovery of the Prince of Peace
and Missionary of love and justice, Pope John
PaulIL.”’

Bishop Mesrob Ashjian,
Prelate and President
National Representative Assembly |
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NRA CONVENES IN MASS. (Continued from page 1)
perity of the Armenian community. ‘‘Reviewing the
year at a glance,’’ he said, ‘‘one would think it was an
ordinary year without much to do. In other words, there
were no dramatic changes; and yet, a keen observer will
quickly recognize the past year as a milestone. Although
a year in which our budget was greatly restricted, we ac-
complished a great deal. The word became action and
this year saw the establishment of the Christian Services
Department. Also established were two other depart-
ments: The Community Services Department and The
Communications Department. It is our hope that in the
future, with this great expansion of activities, the
Prelacy will be able to meet all challenges that may
arise.”

In the second part of his message, His Grace exten-
sively discussed three different aspects of the Armenian
Church: 1) the Armenian Church in comparison to the
Church of America; 2) the Armenian Church and its
constituency; 3) the Armenian Church and its unity.

His Grace urged the Convention not be effected by
the negative aspects of the surrounding society, but to
give substance to our dream, and remain faithful to the
calling of our history and blood, putting aside considera-
tions of self, personal gain, and vain quarrels, looking
forward only to a unified future.

In concluding, His Grace commended the 79th
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Diocesan Assembly of the Armenian Apostolic Church
that convened in Watertown, im May 1981 which brave-
ly proclaimed that it affirms the unity of the Armenian
Church and after three years of silence, decided to
resume discussions with the Prelacy with the strong faith
that dialogue is the most effective way of solving our
differences, and that we should be open and ready to
make the expected sacrifices. He commended once again
the spirit established in Etchmiadzin in 1979, and sin-
cerely wished that our two Catholicossal Sees continue
their discussions and benefit the Interdiocesan talks in
the U.S.

The Conference highly praised this spirit of unity, and
after hearing the report of Mr. Michael Haratunian,
Chairman, Interdiocesan Committee, unanimously
reaffirmed the 1980 NRA resolution on Church Unity.

The third session of the NRA convened on May 14th,
1981, at 9:45 a.m. After approving Reports of the
Religious Council and the Executive Council, the dele-
gates were grouped into six panels: 1) Armenian Educa-
tion, 2) Community Services, 3) Constitutional Affairs,
4) Finance, Budget and Audit, 5) Religious Matters and
Religious Education, 6) Communications.

Panel reports were presented at sessions IV, V, and VI
of the NRA and were approved as presented, with minor
changes.

The last session of the NRA convened on Friday, May
15th, at 2:30 p.m. At the conclusion of all the meetings
and sessions, the Tivan thanked all the members for
their participation. The Prelate then brought the con-
vention to its conclusion commenting that the labors of
the Executive Council should now be focused on turning
words into deeds and in the direction of bringing a new
vitality, new spirit and new vision into the life of the
Prelacy.

In the evening of that day, the delegates and over 300
guests gathered for a farewell banquet at the Sheraton
Lincoln. During the evening’s festivities, the Prelate,
Bishop Mesrob Ashjian; Mr. Teshoian, Chairman Ex.
Council; Rev. Vazken Bekiarian, Pastor, Holy Trinity
Church, Worcester,; and Mr. Aram Paraghamian,
Chairman, Board of Trustees, addressed the delegates
and guests.

Four outstanding members of the Worcester com-
munity were singled out for special commendation by
the Bishop, who presented plaques to each. The follow-
ing received awards: Mr. Srab Andonian; Mr. Garabed
Charles Babigian; Mrs. Hnazant Vartanian (and her
deceased husband, Archdeacon Krikor Vartanian); and
Mr. Vazken Depoyan.

MAN OF THE YEAR

Dr. Hampartzoum Kelikian was elected Man of the
Year. Since he could not attend due to his recent opera-
tion, Mr. Nerces Chitjian of Chicago received the award
on his behalf.

A musical program was also presented by Mrs. Vanes-
sa Mardirosian-Ovian singing, accompanied by Mrs.
Parouhi Boyajian.

The banquet came to a close with the Prelate’s en-
thusiastic speech, followed by the singing of ‘“Cilicia”’
by the entire gathering.
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