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The Armenian Church, a litograph by Norikian. In the Armenian liturgical calendar, September marks the feasts
of both the Church and the Holy Cross, lasting symbols of the Armenian people’s commitment to their faith and
traditions.
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Prelate Meets with Greek Patriarch

During a pontifical visit to the United States and
Canada this past summer, His Beatitude Maximos
V Hakim, Patriarch of the Greek Catholic Malkite
Church made a stop in New Jersey.

On Thursday, June 11, 1981 His Beatitude celebrated
a pontifical mass in St. Ann’s Church in West Paterson,
New Jersey. Several bishops and clergy representing
Eastern Orthodox Uniate churches were present for the
mass as well as the banquet and private audiences.

His Grace, Bishop Mesrob Ashjian, Prelate, accom-
panied by Rev. Archpriest Mousegh Der Kaloustian, at-
tended the activities and later met with His Beatitude
Maximos V, a prominent personality amidst the Mid-East
scene, for interesting discussions on mutual concerns.

The day’s services and activities movingly demon-
strated the Christian fellowship of those who share
many common traits with the Armenian religion which
maintains a deep attachment to traditional roots and
unique customs.
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LETTERS TO
THE EDITOR

Having studied linguistics at Brown University and at
the Graduate Faculties, Columbia University, I read
with interest Puzant Yeghiayan’s article on the word
“catholicos’’ and its derivatives. I was surprised to read
that the words “‘catholicoi’’ and ‘‘catholicate’’ are mis-
leading, since I have never come across any situation
where the meanings were not clear, specific, and univer-
sally understood.

The word ““catholicoi’’ is a generally recognized and
accepted plural of ““catholicos,”” although ‘catholicoses’’
is the preferred form. The word ““catholicate”” is also com-
monly understood to mean the see (seat) of the
catholicos. As far as I know, there is no vagueness about
either word, and therefore, they cannot be said to be
misleading.

The major basic error made by Mr. Yeghiayan is his
treatment of the two words as Armenian words, rather
than English words which cannot be inflected according
to Armenian rules of grammar. Mr. Yeghiayan hope-
lessly confuses the etymology of the word with its usage
in a language different from that of its origin. We agree
that the English word ““catholicos’’ is a loan-word from
Armenian, just as the Armenian word is a loan-word
from Greek. And as Armenian did not borrow Greek
grammatical rules to form the plural or other inflected
forms of the word, so English does not borrow Armenian
grammatical rules to form inflected forms of the loan-
word. Each language has its own grammar, and words
in that language are inflected according to its own rules,
not according to those of the originating language, al-
though certain forms of inflection do reflect the original
language, e.g., various English words of Latin origin.

Furthermore, Mr. Yeghiayan is attempting to create
rules of usage, inflection, and meaning for English
words, although they already exist. Obviously, he did
not bother to consult any standard reference works
before setting forth his own rules. The latest (3rd ed.)
unabridged Merriam-Webster dictionary, a widely-used
standard reference for American English, lists both
“‘catholicos’’ and ‘‘catholicate.”’ The plural endings of
“‘catholicos’’ are given, in order of preference, as
““.coses, -coi; also -ci.”’ In the same dictionary, there is
also one meaning for the word *‘catholicate’’: the see of
a catholicos.

Mr. Yeghiayan need not have gone any further, but if
he had checked the unabridged edition of the Random
House Dictionary of the English Language, he would
have found the same information. The Oxford English
Dictionary, a standard work for British English, defines
“catholicate’’ as the jurisdiction of an Armenian cathol-
icus (sic), and further documents the use of the word
“‘catholicate’’ in this sense as far back as 1886.

He would have also found that the word “‘catholicate”’
derives from Medieval Latin, not from ‘people [who]
sometimes use misleading words.”” Furthermore, the
word “‘catholicossate’® is an anglicized transliteration
from the French ‘‘catholicossat’” and may be a struc-
tural cognate of the Armenian word, but it is not a form
attested in English, which is the language in which the
word ““catholicos’’ and its derivatives are being used.

There is also some confusion about the Armenian
origin of the word ¢‘catholicate’’ in Mr. Yeghiayan’s ar-
ticle. He believes it to be a mistaken translation of the
Armenian word jupnnpynumphif. ‘“Catholicate’ is
actually the translation of the Armenian word Ywpn-
nhynuwpub, the see of a catholicos. Yupnnhlnuni-
phiG would be translated more accurately as ‘‘catholi-
cosity.”’

The Roman Catholic Church itself does not use the
word ““catholicate’’ to refer to Catholicism in general or
to its doctrinal system or jurisdiction, but uses either
Catholicism or Catholicity. In fact, one Catholic dic-
tionary consulted gave the following definition for the
word ‘‘catholicate’’: The area of jurisdiction of the Ar-
menian catholicos. Three other Catholic reference
works did not even list the word ‘catholicate,”” indicating
that it is not a word used in connection with the Catholic
religion.

Mr. Yeghiayan further confuses the issue by using
French rules of pronunciation to support the use of a
double “‘ss’ to avoid pronouncing the penultimate
single ‘“s’” in the plural form ‘‘catholicoses’’ as a ‘‘z.”’
French rules do not apply in English any more than Ar-
menian rules. While an ¢‘s’> between two vowels in
French takes on the sound of a ¢‘z,”’” this is not true in
English. Take the simple example of the word ‘‘case.”’
The plural is spelled “‘cases’® and pronounced with a
sibilant ¢‘s’’ and not as ‘‘cazes.”’

OUTREACH

His Grace Bishop Messob Ashjian, Prelate

Editor. ...ooiiiiii it Hasmig Mergian

OUTREACH (USPS 426-490) is published monthly by the
Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America, 138 East
3%h Street, New York, New York 10016, (212) 689-7810. Un-
solicited manuscripts will be considered for publication; please
include a stamped, self-addressed return envelope. We reserve
the right to edit articles in order to conform to space limitations.
Signed articles do not necessarily reflect the policy of the Arme-
nian Apostolic Church of America. Send all correspondence to
the above address to the attention of the Editor. Printed in the
United States of America. Sevond class poslage paid at New
York, New York 10016.
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Solemn Mass Commemorates Solidarity with Lebanon

On Sunday, August 2, 1981, thousands gathered in St. Patrick’s in New York City to commemorate an interna-
tional day of solidarity with Lebanon. Christian leaders and congregants from different religious backgrounds
stood in witness to their belief that the fate of Christianity in Lebanon will determine the fate of Christianity
throughout the world. Lebanon, despite the many years of war and utter devastation, remains a cohesive center of

numerous diverse religious communities.

A solemn Mass officiated by His Excellency Terence Cardinal Cooke, was offered for peace in Lebanon. In at-
tendance were: Msgr. Rigney, Rector of St. Patrick’s; Msgr. Edmund Foster, Director of the Catholic Near East
Relief Foundation; Archbishop Datev Sarkisian, Dean of the Theological Seminary in Antelias, Lebanon; Bishop
Mesrob Ashjian, Prelate of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America; Archbishop Joseph Tawil of the Melkite
Greek Catholic Eparachy of the United States; and Bishop Francis M. Zayek of the Diocese of St. Maron, USA.
Also present were the Lebanese Ambassador to Washington, Khalil Itani and Her Excellency, Samira El-Daher,

Consul General of Lebanon in New York.

At the close of the Divine Liturgy, Cardinal Cooke thanked the invited guests and the congregation for their par-
ticipation and united support of the plight of their fellow Christian brothers. In closing he bid the congregation to
“‘go in peace; the Mass is ended.”’ And yet, go remembering the words of the Gospel, our Christain commitment,
and our mission in Christ, remembering that no creature can separate us from the love of God which is in Christ. . .

Armenian Sharagans

The Armenian Christian Education Council of
the Prelacy recently prepared a cassette of shara-
gans for use by the Sunday Schools and the general
public.

The tape includes fifteen sharagans, the unique
hymns of the Armenian Church liturgy, and seven
(7) prayers such as ‘“‘Bahaban Amenaynee’’ and
‘“Djashagestzook.”’

A booklet containing the English translation
and transliteration of the sharagans and prayers
accompanies the cassette. The set is available at
the Prelacy Bookstore for the cost of $5.00.

As for the use of YupnjhYy versus Jwpnnhlk, this is
an arbitrary distinction with an etymology for the for-
mer word that goes back not to the Greek but rather to
the western European languages, probably French. An
Armenian word derived from a classical language
(Greek or Latin) normally substitutes the letter r in the
Armenian for the original ‘‘L.”> Where the ““L’’ is re-
tained, the chances are that it is an analogic borrowing
from a modern western language. Thus, the letter | in
ywpnihy is not normal usage in Armenian, and the
word came into usage to refer only to an adherent of
Catholicism, and to distinguish it from any other mean-
ing of the Armenian word jupnnhyk.

Since the primary purpose of language is communica-
tion, it is Mr. Yeghiayan’s legitimate concern, as it
should be ours, that the commonly understood mean-
ings of the basic lexicon be maintained. However, in this
case, since the definition and inflection of the words in
question are documented, there is no need for a redefini-
tion based on etymology, analogic creation, back for-
mations, or any other basis. .

Pierre Papazian
Dumont, N.J.
|=——

Dear Editor,

Just a short note to congratulate you on the fine
Prelacy publication, OUTREACH. The aritcles that
have appeared have been most informative. In particular,
‘‘Acceptance of the Ecumenical Councils by the Arme-
nian Church,”” Vol. IV, No. 3 & 4 provided readers with
a meaningful perspective of the Council of Chalcedon
with respect to the ecumenical movement of the World
Churches, both past and present.

As a lighthearted comment pertaining to the intro-
ductory remarks preceeding the article, it was stated that
SR the following article was written by His Grace,
Bishop Mesrob Ashjian when he was still a priest.....»".
Well, we all hope he still is a priest, as the term priest re-
fers to all duly ordained clergy. You may have possibly
meant that the article was written when His Grace was
an gpegha or Vartabed.

I shall look forward to reading future issues of
OUTREACH.

Sincerely,
Ara A. Jeknavorian
Chelmsford, Mass.
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BACK-TO-SCHOOL BELLS RING OUT

For close to a hundred years, the annual ringing of back-to-school bells has sent Armenian-American girls and
boys back into the school room, to their Armenian books.

Armenian one-day schools were established before the turn of the century in the United States. The number and
size of these schools have grown in direct proportion to expansion of the Armenian community during this cen-
tury.

Presently there are more than 2,500 students enrolled in over 40 Armenian Saturday and day schools, under the
jurisdiction of the Armenian National Education Committee (A.N.E.C.) throughout the U.S. and Canada. These
schools are to be found in large Armenian population centers, as well as in far-flung hamlets and in villages of the
land. The past academic year saw the establishment of new one-day schools in such remote regions as Minneapolis,
Minnesota; Cambridge, Ontario-Canada; Vancouver, British Columbia-Canada; Oklahoma City, Oklahoma;
Binghampton, N.Y., Windsor, Ontario-Canada, and in nearby centers of New York, New Jersey and Connecticut.

A.N.E.C.’s plans for the 1981-82 academic year call for a number of educational innovations which were initiated,
on an experimental basis, during the past year. Among these will be the concept of the Student Festivals based on
the April 4th Festival held this year in the N.Y.-N.J. metropolitan area, and the One-day School Administrator’s
Seminar, patterned on the June 27th seminar which took place in the Prelacy headquarters. Both programs were
immensely successful; plans for repeating these activities in 1982 are already under way.

The on-going programs and projects to be more fully implemented in the coming academic year are: standardized
textbook recommendations, use of uniform tests and measurements based on minimum achievement standards in
reading, spelling, conversation, history and culture. A series of system-wide teaching skills improvement work-
shops are also planned for 1982.

A.N.E.C. firmly believes that the best possible Armenian education is the birthright of every Armenian child.
Incredible human suffering has been experienced and superhuman effort expended in order to insure the present
Diaspora generation’s claim to that birthright. An Armenian school education, therefore, reaches beyond the mere
acquisition of language, history and religion lessons, but enters into the more lofty arena of cultural self-awareness
and identity. An Armenian education today provides that critical link which forges the fragile chain of cultural
permanence. We can not ask Armenian schools to accomplish more than that...nor can we accept (that they do)
anything less. )

Seek out your local Armenian Day or Saturday school! Get involved at any level; you will be amazed by the
variety and abundance of offerings to be discovered. Become part of that strong human link in the chain of per-
manence of our Armenian-American future.

Hourig Papazian-Sahagian

In memory of the passing of Father Barouyr Ekmek- =
jian, the following memorial donations were made through Golden Jl_'b“ee
the Prelacy: Armenian
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Gulamerian .

for the Arm. Theol. Seminary in Antelias 1,000 Theological
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Hagopian Seminary

for OUTREACH 200 1930-1980
Mr. YervanfiTerzian 23 Details Will Follow
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Armenians in British Columbia Observe Feast of Virgin Mary

On Friday, August 14th, His Grace, Bishop Mesrob Ashjian, Prelate, paid his first pastoral visit to the newly
established parish of Vancouver, British Columbia in Canada. Arriving Friday afternoon, His Grace was warmly
received by the members of the Board of Trustees and local Armenians. During his stay, His Grace was the guest
of Mr. & Mrs. Vazken Mosesian.

In honor of His Grace’s first visit to the community, a Saturday Night banquet was held in the Russian Ortho-
dox Center, at which time the stirring film of Muronorhnek was show.

On Sunday morning, His Grace celebrated the Divine Mass and officiated at the traditional Blessing of the
Grapes ceremony, assisted by Rev. Khourken Yaralian, the visiting pastor of the Vancouver community..

The traditional Blessing of the Grapes ceremony, an ancient ritual within the Armenian Church, represents
thanksgiving to God for the prosperity of the year. At the close of a prosperous year, filled with rich blessings, the
Vancouver community had rightfully chosen this Sunday to celebrate its first anniversary.

Despite its relatively small size, the Vancouver community is an active community comprised of 250 families and
a governing Board of Trustees of seven members: Misak Terzian, Vasken Mosesian, Vahe Andonian, Sarkis Kem-
kemian, Mrs. Aghavni Papazian, Antranig Jurian and Hagop Mekhitarian.

Within the community structure, there is an ARF Simon Vratzian Committee, an ARS Araz Chapter, an AYF
Chapter and a Hamazkaine Association. A vital resource of the community will be the newly established Saturday
School, which will open its doors in the middle of September, offering Armenian history, literature and language
both in Eastern and Western dialects.

Following the Mass an anniversary banquet was held in the Church hall. 150 guests gathered in fellowship hap-
pily enjoying a delicious meal prepared by the newly organized Ladies Guild. At the close of the banquet, His
Grace addressed the congregation, commending them for their enthusiasm and ardent endeavors. He expressed
hope that the Vancouver community will soon have a church and a center of their own, where children will grow
with an enriched Armenian vitality.

On Monday, His Grace met with various community leaders and representatives of local organizations, and had
two interviews with the Vancouver SUN and PROVINCE papers which carried pictures of the blessing of the
Grapes.

We wish the Vancouver community success in their faithful endeavors for the prosperity of the Armenian
Church and Nation.

Very Rev. Barouyr Ekmekjian
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To meet the expanding needs and scope of the Prelacy, modern office machinery is essential in estab-
lishing and maintaining an efficient and progressive work system. In the coming year, the addition of the
following items would greatly facilitate and upgrade all Prelacy operations:

Pitney Bowes Model 5600 Mailing Machine...............coviiiiririennernnnn. $ 11,990.00
Pitney Bowes Model SA-10 Collator. . .. ...vvteneeeaeiiinataaannrrnnrnnsnnn. $ 12,125.00
Pitney Bowes Model 1861 Folder and

Pitney Bowes Model 3320 ImSerter. « v vv vt ettt o ee e e s s e ses s eaneas $ 7,920.00
Gestetner Model 319 Offset Duplicator. .. .. .vveiniiiiiiiiiaiiiiiaiiinnarnean $ 7,150.00

All interested in generously supporting the procurement of any of these specific items, please write or
call or Prelacy, at 138 E. 39th St. New York, N.Y. 10016, telephone 212 - 689 - 7810.
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