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Patriarch of the Universal Syrian
Orthodox Church
Visits Sts. Vartanantz Church

Upon the special invitation of His Grace, Bishop Mes-
rob Ashjian, Prelate, His Holiness Moran Mor Ignatius
Zakka I, Patriarch and Supreme Spiritual Head of the
Universal Syrian Orthodox Church, during his visit to
the U.S. will be welcomed by the Armenian Community
on Friday, October 16, at the Sts. Vartanantz Armenian
Apostolic Church of Ridgefield, N.J.

His Holiness will be received by Very Rev. Khajak
Hagopian, Special Assistant to the Prelate, the clergy
and the congregants at 7:00 p.m. After a prayer service
in both Armenian and Assyrian, His Holiness will ad-
dress the congregation in English.

Following the Church service, a reception will take
place in the Church Hall, in honor of His Holiness.

The Syrian Church has been a long time friend and
sister institution of the Armenian Apostolic Church;
therefore, we urge that all Armenians in the New York-
New Jersey Metropolitan area make a strong effort to
attend this special event and demonstrate the Armenian
people’s love and respect for their sister church.
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His Grace, Bishop Ashjian (center) welcomes Dr. Vartan Gregorian (center right) to the gathered friends and clergy.

DR. VARTAN GREGORIAN HONORED

On September 11, 1981, Dr. Vartan Gregorian, President and Chief Executive Officer of the New York Public
Library, was honored at a reception organized by the Prelacy Ladies Guild.

At attendance of over two hundred people, comprised of professionals in the fields of letters, library science, the
press, the arts and well-wishers gathered in the Prelacy to express their congratulations to the prominent scholar
and academician.

His Grace, Bishop Mesrob Ashjian, Prelate, welcomed Dr. Gregorian and his family, introducing the Chief
Executive Officer of the New York Public Library as a man of scholarship dedicated to the ideals of service. He
then introduced the honorable clergy from the various Armenian denominations, among whom were: His Grace,
Bishop Aram Keshishian, Prelate of Beirut, Lebanon; V. Rev. Khajak Hagopian, Special Assistant to the Prelate;
Rev. Archpriest Asoghik Kelejian of Bayside, N.Y.; Rev. Archpriest Moushegh Der-Kaloustian of the St. Illumina-
tor’s Cathedral in N.Y.; Rev. Archpriest Vahrich Shirinian of Ridgefield, N.J.; Rev. Sahak Andekian of New
Britain, CT; Mother Adrine Peshdimaljian and Sister Arousiag of the Sisters’ Academy in Philadelphia; Rev. H.
Hassessian of the Armenian Evang. Church of New York; Rev. Krikor Guerguerian of the Catholic Community,
and Rev. Manuel V. Poladian, Director of Alishan School in Tehran, Iran; and V. Rev. Yeghishe Manjikian of
Fresno, CA.

Mr. Pierre Papazian praised Bishop Ashjian, emphasizing His Grace’s encouragement of culture and education
by offering the Armenian community cultural events of the highest calibre such as this one. Mr. Papazian then
delivered a brief account of Dr. Gregorian’s numerous achievements and positions he has held.

Dr. Gregorian taking the floor amidst the applause of proud compatriots, introduced himself as a universal
Armenian, proud of his ethnic origin, honored by his Armenian citizenship, ready to serve society at large. He
concluded on a witty note, by inviting Armenians to feel free to come to the New York Public Library, confident
now that an Armenian was there.
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VERY REV. KHAJAK HAGOPIAN
Special Assistant to His Grace,
Bishop Ashjian

On Monday, September 6th, Very Rev. Khajak Hagop-
ian, a member of the Brotherhood of the See of Cilicia,
arrived in New York upon the invitation of His Grace,
Bishop Mesrob Ashjian, Prelate, and the Executive
Council of the Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church
of America.

Very Rev. Khajak Hagopian was born in Ain el-Arab,
Syria in 1946, and was baptised with the name Sarkis.
During childhood, his family moved to Lebanon where
he received his early elementary education. He was ad-
mitted to the Seminary in 1961, from where he success-
fully graduated in 1968. He then was ordained a celibate
priest by the late Archbishop Dajad Ourfalian on June
16, 1968 and was renamed Father Khajak. After serving
on the Seminary staff for two years, in 1971 he was
elevated to the rank of Vartabed. His graduation thesis
dealt with the translations and study of Khorenatzi’s
rhetorical work.

In 1971 he was invited to Jezire as Vicar General of
Kamishlee (Syria), where he served eight years demon-
strating his strong will and commitment and sacrifice to-
wards his Church and nation.

In 1979 he returned to the Catholicate, where while
carrying on his duties as a member of the Brotherhood,
he also continued his studies, at the Near East School of
Theology. He recently edited a series of sermons, “‘Ar-
mashi Tzaynu’’ (The Voice of Armash), which was pub-
lished by the Catholicate in Antelias, Lebanon.

Father Khajak has now been invited to assume the
position of Special Assistant to the Prelate, His Grace,
Bishop Mesrob Ashjian. He will work at the Prelacy and
will visit various parishes without pastors to be a source
of spiritual guidance to them.

We are certain that with Father Khajak’s fine training
and knowledgeable background, and above all his sense
of fervor and commitment towards his church and
community, he will be an asset to the American Arme-
nian community.

We welcome him and wish him success.

BOOK FAIR
DATE:
Saturday November 14, 1981 11:00 am—9:00 pm
Sunday November 15, 1981 Noon—5:00 pm
LOCATION:
Sts. Vartanantz Armenian Apostolic Church
461 Bergen Blvd. Ridgefield, N.]J.
Tel: (201) 943-2950
SPONSORED BY:
Sts. Vartanantz Armenian Apostolic Church, NJ
Armenian Cultural Association N.J. Chapter
Prelacy Bookstore
A diverse selection of books about history, culture,
literature, religion, music, art, language and cook-
ing both in Armenian and English will be available.
A wide selection of Armenian records, cassettes
and video films will also be at hand to the delight
of all music lovers.
A special corner will display children’s story
books and educational material.

Everyone is invited and all will surely find
something to please.

MAKE THIS DAY A DAY
FOR FAMILY AND FRIENDS TO FIND AND
SHARE THIS TREASURE CHEST OF BOOKS.

Public Transportation from Port Authority in
New York City, to the Vartantantz Armenian
Apostolic Church is available by BUS.

OUTREACH

His Grace Bishop Mesrob Ashjian, Prelate
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OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE
ARMENIAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
GOLDEN JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS

DIVINE LITURGY

Place: St. [lluminator’s Cathedral
221 E.27th, N.Y_, N.Y.

Date: Sunday, November 22nd, 1981
Celebrant: His Grace, Bishop Mesrob Ashjian,
Prelate, His Grace will also deliver
the Sermon
Guest Speaker: Rev. John Sutton, President of
the Near East Foundation

Church Services will start at 10:00 a.m.
Divine Liturgy will be celebrated at 11:00 a.m.

Sermon will be delivered at 12:00 noon

Following the Divine Liturgy, a Requiem
Service will be held for the repose of the souls
of those who have been founding fathers of the
Seminary, philanthropists and students.

The New York-New Jersey Metropolitan
community is invited to participate in this
Thanksgiving Mass to pray for the continuing
Christian service of the Armenian Apostolic
Church.
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Campers from countries as far as Kuwait and the United
States happily share cultures with their Armenian
brothers and sisters.
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The following are the reflections of the American Ar-
menian students who had the opportunity to spend a
month in Camp Artek in Armenia during the summer
trip sponsored annually by A N.E.C.

“The first day I heard about it I was skeptical but when
I gotinto Yerevan it all changed. I feit like I was walking
in the footsteps of my ancestors.

The friends we made I will never forget. The way we
did things together and what places we went together,
and how we could see Mount Ararat in the morning. It
Seels like it covers you like a blanket, but it felt good.”’

Karekin Shamlian

““Yerevan, our Mother country. Yet everything seems
strange and new. Like a fantasy. We took a bus to the
boarding school where we ate and left for the Girovagan
Camp. There we spent 3 weeks of getting up at 7:00a.m.
and of doing nothing but eating, sleeping and lazying
around, Calm and peaceful. That’s Girovagan.

But Yerevan was a story in itself. All the sights and
things to see that we could only read in books before.
How little time to see these sights like Etchmiadzin and
Sardarabad, and to get to stay with all the nice kind
people there who only want to please you in all ways. ’

Ani Kholanian

“I couldn’t believe I was in Armenia riding in a bus
down an Armenian highway. Just as we arrived we were
treated very nicely at the camp in the first days. Then we
were asked for gum, jeans, pens, and all other stuff.”’
Hovig Vartanian

““The snow-capped peak of ML!. Ararat, the raging bulls
at Sardarabad, the shores of gigantic Lake Sevan, the
Khatchkars at Etchmiadzin, the ruins of Garni, the
mountain church of Keghart, and the statues of Mesrob
Mashtotz, Sassounsi Tavit, and Vartan Mamigonian.
Just hearing these words makes me excited because they
are only in one place—my beautiful homeland of Arme-
nia!”’

Michael Krikorian

“Camp Artek had its bad and good points but I didn’t
mind; you just had to get used to it. That wasn’t very
difficult because all the people there made it possible to
make you feel right at home like you really belonged
there. I think staying there was a wonderful experience
that I wouldn’t forget.”’

Suzy Kedjidjian

tains are big, but Ararat is huge.
If I had another chance I would come to my Mother-
land again.”’

““The scenery in Armenia is exceptionally beautiful. All
the mountains and the fresh clean air is great. The fruits
are especially delicious and the water is the best water
I've ever drank. All the sights are beautiful.’’

Verjin Mouradian

Daily Bible Readings
October 1981

1. Thurs.—Saint Princes: Sahag and Hamazasp. Wis-
dom 6:11-21, Jer. 17:7-8, Rom. 8:18-26, Jn. 16:1-4.

2. Fri.—Fast Day. II Cor. 12:19-13:4, Mk. 11:15-26.

3. Sat.—The Saint Seventy-two Disciples of Jesus. Wis-
som 9:9-10:2, Ex. 15:27-16:1, II Cor. 2:14-3:3, Lk.
10:1-9.

4. Sun.—Fourth Sunday after the Holy Cross. Is. 17:
7-14, 11 Cor. 13:5-13, Mk. 11:27-33,

5. Mon.—Saint Patriarch Phocas and Saint Iraeneus
follower of the Apostles. Prov. 27:1-6, Is. 43:16-21,
II Cor. 11:21-29, Mk. 6:45-56.

6. Tue.—Saint Virgins: Thecla, Barbara, Pelagia of
Tarsus. Song 8:14, Is. 61:9-11, I Pet. 5:8-11, Lk. 12:
32-40.

7. Wed.—Fast Day. Gal. 1:1-10, Mk. 12:1-12.

8. Thurs.—Saints: Pantaleon the Physician, Hermolaos
the Priest and Eupraxi the Virgin, Prov. 4:20-27, Jer.
15:19-20, I Cor. 12:1-7, Mt. 9:35-10:1.

9. Fri.—Fast Day. Gal. 1:11-24, Mk. 12:18-34.

10. Sat.—Saint Translator Doctors: Mesrop, Yeghisheh,
Moses the Poet, David the Invincible Philosopher,
Gregory of Nareg, and Nerses of Romgla. Wisdom
8:7-10, Amos 5:10-14, I Cor. 12:4-11, Mt. 7:6-12.

11. Sun.—Fifth Sunday after the Holy Cross. Is. 19:1-
11, Gal. 2:1-10, Mk. 12:35-44.

12 Mon.—Discovery of the Relics of Saint Gregory Pat-
riarch of the Allans, and Saint Fathers: Anthony,
Chronides, Tatool, Barrus, Thomas, and the Seven
Vegetarians who were martyred at the Monastery of
Nine Springs. Jer. 33:14-22, Is. 18-7, Heb. 10:32-36,
Lk. 10:21-24.

13. Tues.—Saint Apostles: Ananias, Matthias, Barna-
bas, Philip, John, Silas, and Silvanus. Zech. 8:1-3,
Acts 9:1-22, Lk. 9:1-6.

14. Wed.—Fast Day. Gal. 2:11-20, Mk. 13:14-23.

15. Thurs.—Saint Dionysius of Areopagite, and Saint
Apostles Timothy and Titus. Is. 33:2-6, Acts 17:16-
34, II Thess. 1:1-12, Lk. 10:1-7.

16. Fri.—Fast Day. Gal. 2:20-3:12, Mk. 13:24-37.

17. Sat.—Saint Evangelists: Matthew, Mark, Luke and
John. Wisdom 9:13-10:2, Ezek. 1:3-11, Zech. 6:1-8,
Epes. 4:7-13, Lk. 6:13-19.

18. Sun.—Sixth Sunday after the Holy Cross. Is. 20:2-
21:6, Gal. 4:3-18, Lk. 4:14-23.

19. Mon.—Saints Longinus the Centurion who believed
at the time of the Crucifixion of Christ, and Joseph
the Father-of-God, and Joseph of Arimathea, and
Lazarus the friend of Christ, and his sisters Martha
and Mary. Prov. 15:27-32, Joel 2:12-13, I Tim. I:
12-17, Mt. 27:50-61.

20. Tues.—Saints Theodoret the Priest, Zeno the soldier,
Macarius, Eudoxy, and Romelus. Wisdom 1:11-15,
Lam. 3:22-56 (selections), I Tim. 5:17-21, Mt. 10:
26-33.

21. Wed.—Fast Day. Gal. 4:19-5:1, Lk. 4:31-41.

22. Thurs.—Saints, Aretas and the Martyrs, Artemius
and Christopher, and the two women Galiniga and
Aquilina. Wisdom 3:11-17, Is. 51:22-52:3, I Thess.
2:13-16, Jn. 15:11-16.

23. Fri.—Fast Day. Gal. 5:2-15, Lk. 5:17-26.

24. Sat.—Saint Twelve Doctors: Rhetheus of Athens,
Dionysius of Areopagite, Silvester of Rome, Atha-
nasius of Alexandria, Cyril of Alexandria, Prov. 11:
2-11, Is. 61:3-7, Heb. 13:7-9, Jn. 16:33-17:8.

25. Sun.—Feast of the Discovery of the Holy Cross.
Wisdom 14:1-8, Is. 33:22-34:1, I Cor. 1:18-24, Mt.
24:27-36.

26. Mon.—Saints Anasrasius the Priest, and Varus and
Theodota and her sons and those who were martyred
with her. Prov. 3:1-6, Jer. 17:7-8, 1I Tim. 2:3-10,
Mt. 19:27-29.

27. Tue.—Saints Huperichians who were martyred at
Samosta and Severianus of Sebastea, and Babylas
the Elder, and his eighty-three Disciples. Prov. 12:
8-13, Is. 49:8-11, 11 Cor. 4:6-14, Lk. 10:21-24.

28. Wed.—Fast Day. Gal. 5:16-26, Lk. 7:36-48.

29. Thurs.—Saint John Chrysostom the Patriarch. Is.
49:1-6, Acts 20:25-38, In. 15:17-25.

30. Fri.—Fast Day. Gal. 6:1-13, Lk. 8:4-16.

31. Sat.—All Saints Day. Wisdom 3:1-8, Is. 33:5-8,
Heb. 11:32-12:2, Lk. 12:4-8.

Camp Artek in Girovagan in Soviet Armenia.
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In general, much too little has
been known about Armenia,
even though, culturally speak-
ing, Europe owes her a con-
siderable debt. Thousands of
years before the Christian era,

Experience the unique land around Mt. Ararat —
how it came to be, how it was, and how it is
today. (180 pages).

the economy, arts and popular
traditions of Armeria had
developed to such an extent
that her culture stimulated
Egypt, Greece and Rome both
materially and spiritually. As a
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1981-82 Calendar of Activities

NOVEMBER 1981

6 Friday Vava Sarkis Khatchadourian—Art Ex-
hibit—Prelacy

14-15 Sat.-Sun. Book Fair, Sts. Vartanantz Church, NJ.

DECEMBER 1981

4 Friday Art Exhibit—Sumbat Gureghian—Prelacy

1l Friday High School Student Night—Prelacy
Guest Speaker: Ms. Sossy Sethian

JANUARY 1982

3 Sunday Prelate’s Christmas Party—Prelacy
FEBRUARY 1982
6 Saturday Feast of Light

24 Wednesday A Terzian Lecture—‘‘Armenian
Numismatics”’

MARCH 1982
10 Wednesday Lenten Lecture—Rev. Gregory Keoseyan

14 Sunday Musical Armenia—Ara & Tsoline Gevork-
ian—Carnegie Recital Hall

20 Saturday ‘““What Women Can do in the Church’’
Seminar—Prelacy

26 Friday Art Auction—Sts. Vartanantz Church, NJ

APRIL 1982

10 Saturday College Student Night—Prelacy

MAY 1982

5 Wednesday = Mothers’ Day Luncheon
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Authors

Elisabeth Bauer, born in Graz in
1947, grew up in Vienna, where
she now lives. Having pursued
Armenian studies at the
Mekhitarist monastery in Vien-
na and the University of
Yerevan, she is presently work-
ing on her dissertation. She has
published important articles on
Armenia in German, French,
and English language journals
and is a correspondent for the
entire German-speaking area,
She is also a contributor to the

* . H h
result, theories of historical ﬂrtm — IP t nd Armenian Encyclopedia which
primacy are due for revision m as a- is being published in Yerevan by

Fascinating details from Arme-
nian history fill the previously
blank pages of many a chapter

the Academy of Sciences,

Armenia — Past and
‘Present

Armenian Prelacy
Reich Verlag

Follow the course of Armenia’s eventful
history through the millennia. Be inspired by
the beauty of its landscape, the countless
monuments of this, “the greatest open-air
museum in the world,” its surpassing impor-
tance to western history and by the vitality of
a charming people.

The beautjful photography and rich text will
fascinate you. After reading this book, you
will want to see Armenia with your own eyes.

Elisabeth Bauer

Armenia Past and Present

Color photography by Jacob Schmidheiny

A Terra Magica illustrated book; 180 pages with 65 color
photographs; 90 black and white photos and illustrations and
15 maps. Printed endpapers. 22.5 x 30 cm. Hardbound with
color jacket.

of western history and unlock
many previously unsolved rid-
dles. Armenia served as a
bridge between East and West,
and made her advanced civiliza-
tion at home both in Europe and
the Near East

This flourishing country
could not remain forever the vic-
tim of foreign powers. While
greater kingdoms perished ut-
terly and more powerful peoples
yielded 1o the pressure of
foreign religions, Armenia

preserved her independent
culture with admirable caution,
and her people endured every
sacrifice. Today Armenia is
once more only a small country,
on the fringes of history from a
western perspective, Since the
eastern rim of what was once
an important empire has been
granted peace among the fami-
ly of Soviet nations, the Arme-
nians have devoted all their
energy to the service of an an-
cient, unbroken tradition and

Please send me

Prelacy of the

Anmenian Apostolic Church

Present

the modern scientific and
technological civilization. The
“'Switzertand of the Soviet
Union" is becoming more and
more open to tourism. Armenia
Past and Present is the long-
awaited, well-written and
lavishly illusirated proof of the
rediscovery of the glorious land
at the foot of Mt. Ararat.

Jacob Schmidheiny, born in
Zurich in 1943, holds a degree in
economics from the University
of Zurich. Following a stint
abroad, he became director of a
leading Swiss concern. He has
been intensively involved with
photography since the age of
twelve. His photographs of
nearly every European country,
the Near East, the United
States, and Asia, have es-
tablished him as an outstand-
ing photographer.

copies of Armenia Past and Present.

Prepubiication price: $27,50 until December 31, 1981.
After January 1, 1982: $32.00
Please add $2.00 per copy for postage and handling.

Enclosed my check for $

of America
138 East 39th Street Name
New York, New York 10016
(212) 689-7810 Address
City

State

Zip

If you wish gift copies sent please list names and addresses on separaie sheel



