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COMMUNIQUE

.October 5, 1981, His Grace, Bishop Mesrob Ashjian,
Prelate, left New York for Zurich, Switzerland, and
Odessa, U.S.S.R.

In Zurich, His Grace supervised the publication of
Elizabeth Bauer’s ARMENIA - Past and Present, being
published for the first time in English under the sponsor-
ship of the Prelacy of the Armenian Apostilic Church of
America.

From there, His Grace left for Moscow and Odessa,
where he participated in a meeting sponsored by the
Program Unit on Faith and Witness of the World Coun-
cil of Churches, on the theme ‘“‘Towards a Common
Expression of the Apostolic Faith Today.”’

The participants in this Consultation, were the guests
of the Patriarchate of Moscow, which also had arranged
all internal travels.

During the absence of His Grace, Very Rev. Khajag
Hagopian, Special Assistant to the Prelate, attended the
daily activities of the Prelacy.

THE CILICIAN SEE AT ANTELIAS:
FIFTY YEARS OF LEADERSHIP

by Iris Papazian

A fiftieth anniversary is a very special occasion. When it is a celebration for an institution which boldly privided
hope for the future in a period of hopelessness, it becomes an occasion for special rejoicing.

Accordingly, on the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of the Cilician Seminary at Antelias, Catholicoses
Khoren I and Karekin II have issued an Encyclical appealing to Armenians world-wide to mark this occasion with
appropriate activities. It is a celebration intended to strengthen our ties to the past and enable us to envision the
best for our future.

The See of Cilicia, which had served the Armenian people from the 12th to the early part of the 20th Century in
Cilicia, was forced to leave its ancient Seat in Sis, the capital city of the Armenian Kingdom of Cilicia, following
the forced emigration of the Armenians in Cilicia in 1920-21.

Many of the Armenians leaving Cilicia relocated in Syria and Lebanon, therefore the Catholicate followed its
people. After nine years of wandering in Syria, Lebanon and Cyprus, the Holy See was reestablished in Antelias,
Lebanon, in 1930.

The Antelias site had previously been an orphanage where thousands of Armenian orphans were cared for by the
American Near East Relief from 1920 to 1928. It now seemed the logical location for the Cilician See and its
Seminary which would become a center for the training of a new generation of clergy and lay leaders.

Thus, the former orphanage became an ecclesiastical and educational center. The Armenian people, having lost
hundreds of priests as victims of the genocide, and having now been dispersed all over the world, desperately
needed leaders in their religious, national, and cultural life. :

Armenian Catholicosate in Antelias Lebanon.

(Photo by Varoujan)

Fifty Years of Service

The work of the Antelias Seminary has had a world-wide impact through the services rendered by its students to
the Church in the Middle East, Europe, North and South America.

During the past fifty years, 800 young Armenians have passed through the Seminary. Among its students have
been three Catholicoses, 52 celibate priests, 95 parish priests, more than 200 teachers, headmasters, and choir
directors. In addition, many students who have studied at the Seminary have gone on to serve the comminity in
various ways as volunteer workers.

In January, 1978, the Seminary was re-located to Bikfaya. The mountain town of Bikfaya, where the Catholi-
cate’s summer residence is located, is just a short drive from Antelias. Antelias, once a quiet suburban town, is
now a part of metropolitan Beirut, and the move to Bikfaya was essential in order to provide the serene atmos-
phere necessary for spiritual and intellectual discipline.

Since 1977 the student enrollment has been consistently between 50-55 students. Currently 52 students are
studying at the Seminary.

The teaching staff consists of clergymen (all members of the Cilician Religious Brotherhood) and laymen. The
Dean and his two assistants live at the Seminary with the students. Others are visiting professors. Currently, 20
teachers serve the Seminary, some full-time, others in a part-time capacity.

The curriculum has two main emphasis: Theological studies and Armenian studies. The courses are divided into
two sections, secondary school education (pre-theological), a five-year course and theological education, a three-
year course.

During the secondary school period, the following courses are pursued: Languages (Armenian [modern and
classical], Arabic, English and French); history (general and Armenian) and geography; mathematics and science;
biblical and liturgical studies; basic ethical and ecclesiastical studies; Armenian church music and music in general.

During the theological education period the following courses are pursued: biblical studies (old and new
testaments); theology (doctrinal and pastoral); church history (Armenian and general); philosophy; social sciences;
modern Armenian literature; ancient Armenian classical literature; history (Armenian history and culture);
languages (continuation of above mentioned languages); Armenian liturgical and canonical traditions.

After completing the eight years of study, the students decide upon their future. Those who fifid it their vocation
are ordained as celibate priests and join the Religious Brotherhood. Others may find their vocation in parish
ministry, serving as married priests, and are sent to dioceses all over the world. A large number of celibate priests
are also invited to serve the people in dioceses and parishes.

(Continued on page 6)

Second Class Mail



Editorial. . .

To fully understand and appreciate our Ar-
menian identity we should work for it. We all
should readily take up the chance to partici-

pate actively, working within our community
structure, be it for a day or any length of time.

Our community organizations, whether re-
ligious, cultural, educational or political, are
the spokesmen of the Armenian people. Our
community organization is the face of our Ar-
menian nation without her land. Yet, all too
often, that face is blurred and its character
undefined.

Since ancient times, history and culture have
molded the Armenian identity, a cradle of
civilization. But now, that civilization, exiled
from her cradle, is destined to roam the world,
not molding a heritage of posterity, but being
molded by the fate of the world.

The Armenian organization is the key to
unravelling the Armenian identity; the key to
establishing its certain future. Only by know-
ing ourselves as Armenians, amongst Arme-
nians can we hope to mold a continuing heri-
tage in today’s world.

Only by this labor of love can we truly return
to our cradle of civilization and achieve the re-
birth of our nation, even if our dear earth is
but the substance of our souls.

Armenian Theological
Seminary Golden Jubilee
Celebration

Today, we have the pleasure of announcing to our be-
loved, as designated by the encyclical of the Catholicoi
of Cilicia, that the year 1981-82 will mark the commem-
oration of the 50th Anniversary of the Armenian Theo-
logical Seminary of Antelias, Lebanon.

This will be a perfect occasion for us to demonstrate
our great appreciation for all the Seminary has achieved
in its 50 years of existence, especially for the American-
Armenian community who has supported the Seminary
from its initial days of development.

The Seminary, during its 50 years has given to the Ar-
menian’ Diaspora community, 3 Catholicoi, 23 Arch-
bishops-and Bishops, 55 Vartabeds, 95 priests and over
200 lay teachers, who now serve the Armenian commu-
nity in areas from India to Vancouver, Canada, and
from Armenia to Brazil. Here, in North America, in
communities under both the auspices of the Cilician
Catholicossate and Etchmiadzin, Seminary graduates,
be it Bishops, Vartabeds, priests or teachers, make it
their prime concern to strengthen the Armenian faith
and promote language and culture.

It is a perfect opportunity for our community in
unison, to recognize and demonstrate their appreciation
of the 50 seminary years in which no impediment was
too great in order to realize the dreams of Catholicos
Sahak II who was the key figure in establishing the
Seminary. Bearing this in mind, we must open our hearts
and minds to the words of the Catholicoi, and warmly
respond to their encyclical, making this year one of
Thanksgiving.

(Continued on page 8)
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Funeral Rites are Administered
for the Reposed
Rev. Fr. Yervant Yeretzian

On Monday, September 28, 1981, our dearly beloved
Rev. Yervant Yeretzian, the former pastor of the
Kamishlee-Syria community, residing in Montreal,
Canada during his years of retirement, passed away.
Being well loved as a spiritual leader and a good father,
his death imparted great sadness to all.

Funeral services were held on Wednesday, September
30th and Thursday October 1st, in Soorp Hagop Ar-
menian Apostolic Church of Montreal. His Grace,
Bishop Mesrob Ashjian, Prelate, arrived in Montreal
specially for this sad occasion, accompanied by Rev. Dr.
Mesrob Tashjian, Pastor of Sts. Vartanantz Church in
Providence, R.I. and member of the Prelacy Religious
Council.

The wake took place on Wednesday evening, Sep-
tember 30th. On Thursday morning, His Grace, Bishop
Ashjian celebrated the Divine Liturgy and also adminis-
tered the final annointing of the reposed’s forehead and
right hand. Participating in the ceremonies were Rev.
Mesrob, Rev. Armen and Rev. Ghevont. The sadness of
the occasion was apparent; all who had gathered,
brother clergy, family and friends, felt a great sorrow on
his departure from this life.

His Grace gave the eulogy based on the Gospel verse:
“Well done, good and faithful servant; enter thou into
the joy of thy Lord.” (Matthew 25:23). His Grace
sketched the life of the reposed Rev. Yeretzian from his
beginnings in Aghznik (Southern Armenia) to his retire-
ment in Montreal. His Grace noted that he was the 21st
clergyman in his family’s history, having been ordained
in 1952 by Bishop Zareh, who later was to become
Catholicos Zareh of the See of Cilicia. In closing, His
Grace commended Rev. Yeretzian’s 30 years of loyal
service to the Armenian Church and community. He ex-
pressed his deepest sympathies on behalf of the Catholicoi
of Cilicia, the Executive Council and the Prelacy com-
munity, to the Yeretzian family and to the Pastor and
Board of Trustees of Soorp Hagop Armenian Apostolic
Church of Montreal, Canada.

Following the funeral services, all gathered in the
Church Hall to share a luncheon in memory of the
reposed, during which time Rev. Dr. Mesrob Tashjian
on behalf of the Prelacy Religious Council and Rev.
Armen Ishkhanian on behalf of the Yeretzian family,
recalled incidents in the life of the reposed.

May his soul rest in peace.

)

Uppwpbe, By wyu dungnpol g np Jhgf qpme-
bbg b qupdibp Jhp widbwlwlh gpdnupncdp k-
prcl be llul[lnrlnl_ﬂln_ilflbpnl_fl: ')'ulu‘u[uounLF[u_fﬁJL-P,
wuslpp wnfbpe pinpSppuwdnihwl Bpflp oo dina-
Srodbp §'puduybpy purwgnyl wnpfFukpp bpoppt-
Wkyre mg dpugl Sbp Snghlwh [hwhep ne Shp finfuu-
quipd ywpwpbpnc@plibpp s wyy bwbe” Shp wldio-
ll:.uil ilbp@[lfl [lbwﬁpﬂ: ((Ulllil[l[l q@bq» Fiu.uFulflE
wqunnkl Quifuncwd qupy sbpy wyy’ wnophkusy fhubpny
uJul[rnu.u& ullluzni_il@ 3

Uty wyy fupbenp ke bingipwh diwgnck wpdlpp
Luiph wyu Sfuapnpobl fofuulignomd’ bpdd 4
Pypbfurgppl ubpp qnEhG, wbpp SyulngfFpi: u-
upbffugpubpl wiluwpy phfdbpgnedp wwlbpp qpenb-
ghts Jbp Pupd mwphppl dewgpl Jhp Sbawppppne-
Phisbpp, be unbgdbgpl Shp FE) Swbbyp ungnpo-
Phet dp np wuquy pb spnf bgibp Jhp hbwbpp Sw—
Qupdbp Puypbdubpfl wlpng Jffunynpmp hp Ghpw-
aphp gbpugnyt Spg Jp pinnbine qhgbgpll oo mb-
wunljurisp be 8k dp wypbpne fbwbep npuybs dupy —
4”%[”1({ bL lfm@nll oJ‘anm& l-rlll[lll.:

Uyusgbn, Fpbfuwbph wyn dfuninpinf be ypfn.-
Pbwls bquiiwhp wpdbpp, be wyu wmpdbpllh pfugrq
wnpplincffbbbpp — Swdbumncfpeh,  fLpghlpe
.gililblnL Jochu[nuliu.ufnl_p[u_il, Sngbkinp ke Loyl
Pheby nnewmd b quypbulighfl, dabply qoopu puf,
pulp wndbuls wilguun apuydubbbpee ko plhllpne-
Phulig LY nip whdbwluwh jwlibph ne whdpfulul

llbulil@[’ b l.rlnu.l‘,[lil me 4"%[71."[' 4u.ll1uu1nl_F[1LflillF[1ﬂL

. rlt leil@L‘il ubwd vigu wnwphbin ffhibbbpnd, .gu'lfl[r‘

sigu wnppln e bibpnch LYk np wh hp qenbik uli-
quipin be Susprcusn fhuiipl dp wpupgbep:

o fpodbpngs Vuypbduwiiph Gbubpf wpdlppl wdly
qlwlunncdy nppul wy wppup — ghinf Fowy npoy
surpndf dp Fbpp: bnopprudp qrugnedp, Swyncfhwl
nqpl, wbpp dyulngPpl, vhqpeiiglbpp Pppumnn-
Lini b ypobpp, f fbpdny wypnidubp kv np hp
qpugncfl, Quypnipl, payy npely qdooep gpuofp
YT db. wruy (("l_uliletil [)il&[r [rmilz l’flwy}) 4u.,11—
gredpl puwigng b s fuslip ks pgpop @hpbos —
«luppy, wlpnqfuljul Jupgp, npach JEP Swaimu-
cwvwpuljpnnd Bl dp Sngpp, dwph ki Jwpdbp,
ulJJ‘I;‘ﬂlqu.lil[" ke l.uulunl.uq[l, oll_lllullll.ll[l[’ (practical) b
whogumulpupp Jpke: Vulhh webyp phg fpina plp
wh bl by Shp argu TLTR7T3H

Usspisprus, Ofuap o UUUNKEL GUSNRIEUY



Opening session of W.C.C. consultation in Odessa, Russia.

BISHOP ASHJIAN
PATICIPATES IN THE
WORLD COUNCIL OF

CHURCHES’ CONSULTATION

Bishop Mesrob Ashjian, Prelate of the Armenian
Apostolic Church of America, took part in a consulta-
tion convened by the Faith and Order Commission of
the World Council of Churches in Odessa, U.S.S.R.
from October 9 to 16, 1981 as the representative of the
Catholicosate of Cilicia.

The Consultation, having the theme *‘The Ecumenical
Importance of the Nicene Creed,’’ was preparatory to a
full meeting of the same commission to be held in Lima,
Peru, in January of 1982.

The Odessa consultation brought together some 20
participants from Africa, America, India and Japan, as
well as from several European countries and the Soviet
Union itself. Christians from the Orthodox, Roman
Catholic, Armenian, Syrian, Lutheran, Reformed, Bap-
tist and Methodist traditions were present.

Russia, the Consultation site, is anticipating the 1,000th
anniversary of the coming of Christianity to their land
(988-1988). This gathering took place also in a year
during which many churches throughout the world have
been responding to the call by the Ecumenical Patriarch
of Istanbul to commemorate the 1600th anniversary of
the second Ecumenical Council held in Constantinople
in 381.

The participants in the Odessa consultation greatly
appreciated the spiritual atmosphere of the Assumption
Monastery and the adjoining seminary. His Eminence,
Metropolitan Sergius of Odessa and Kherson exercised
the Christian virtue of hospitality most generously.

The Consultation was held in the festive Hall of the
Seminary. Several papers were presented to the meeting,
dealing with the Klingenthal report of the Faith and Or-
der, as well as the following subjects: ‘‘Expressions and
the Mystery of the Faith in the Ancient Church and
Today’’ (Prof. N. Lossky), ‘“The Historical and Theo-
logical Development, 325-381°° (Prof. G. Ronidaris),
“The Importance of the Affirmations Concerning the
Holy Spirit in the Third Article for Our Trinitarian Un-
derstanding of the Spirit (Fr. T. Hopko) etc. Also, there
was fine reaction to the Filioque Clause in ecumenical
Perspective, by Oriental Orthodox, Eastern Orthodox,
Roman Catholic, Lutheran and Reformed traditions.

Bishop Ashjian presented a paper on ‘“The Creed and
the Reaction of the Filioque Clause from an Oriental Or-
thodox Pérspective’”. As is generally known, the
filioque (the procession of the Holy Spirit from the
Father and the Son,) an expression added in the Creed in
the 9th century by the Catholic Church, is not accepted
by the Eastern churches, among them the Armenian
Church. Bishop Ashjian made special reference on the
position of the Armenian Church, giving theological
reasons as well as some historical facts related to the re-
jection of the filioque Clause by the Armenian Church.
It is interesting to note, however, that Oriental,
Eastern Orthodox, Catholic and many Protestant chur-
ches, also use the Niceo-Constantinopolitan Creed; the
Armenian Church alone, does not use it in its worship
and Liturgy. Rather, the Armenians use another text,
known as the Athanasian Creed, puting the Armenian
Church in a peculiar situation. It is an issue which
should be taken into consideration by the Armenian
Church authorities.

The consultation ended on Thursday, 15th October,
with a lengthy report and several recommendations,
which will be sent to the Lima Conference through the
World Council of Churches Secretariat.

During their stay in Odessa, the participants were in-
vited to meet with the Hierarchy of the Russian Ortho-
dox Church, the Odessa Theological Seminary students
and to take part in religious services which were both
moving and inspiring: The Liturgy on Wednesday, Oc-
tober 14th, in the Cathedral of Odessa was a unique ex-
perience. The occasion was the feast of the protecting
veil of the Virgin Mary marked by a special thanksgiving
service to the Kasperovskaya Icon of the Virgin, re-
garded as the Protector of Odessa, especially since the
War of Crimea.

The participants of the Consultation were the witnesses
of the deep faith of the Russian people and the great
service that the Russian Orthodox Church is rendering
to her people and the motherland. Discussion in the life
and witness of the Church to the Nation, is a phenome-
non, we Armenians perhaps can fully grasp, because of
our own history and church tradition.

His Holiness Zakka I Welcomed
By the Metropolitan Armenian
Community

On Friday evening, October 16th, the Armenian com-
munity of the New York - New Jersey Metropolitan area,
welcomed His Holiness Mar Ignatius Zakka I, Syrian
Orthodox Patriarch of Antioch and all the East and the
Supreme Head of the Syrian Orthodox Church in the
World, in the St. Vartanantz Church of Ridgefield, New
Jersey.

Very Rev. Khajag Hagopian, Special Assistant to the
Prelate, presided over the religious ceremonies in the ab-
sence of the Prelate, Bishop Mesrob Ashjian, who was
on an ecumenical trip in Odessa participating in a con-
sultation organized by the Commission on Faith and
Order of the World Council of Churches.

Representing the Executive Council of the Prelacy
was Mr. Sarkis Teshoian, Chairman, who also acted as
coordinator of the evening’s program. Mr. Teshoian
made a special trip from his native Worcester, MA in
order to personally meet and welcome on behalf of all
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E Armenians, His Holiness Mar Ignatius Zakka I, a long
§ time friend and brother of the Armenian Church. Both
Mr. Teshoian and His Holiness in their remarks noted
the closeness of the two churches evidenced in such
moments as when his predecessor Yacoub III was
present at the time of His Holiness Catholicos Zareh’s
consecration as Catholicos of the Holy See of Cilicia.

Very Rev. Khajag Hagopian, assisted by Archpriest
Vahrich Shirinian, Pastor of the St. Vartanantz Ar-
menian Church of Ridgefield, N.J.; Archpriest Asoghik
Kelejian, Pastor of St. Sarkis Church, Bayside, N.Y. and
Archpriest Moushegh Der-Kaloustian, Pastor of the St.
Illuminator’s Cathedral, and also the full Choir of the
St. Vartanantz Church, welcomed His Holiness to the
Church with the singing of the ‘‘Hrashapar.’’ Following
the ‘‘Hrashapar,”” His Holiness Mar Ignatius Zakka I,
assisted by Archbishop Samuel and participating clergy
of the Assyrian Church, recited a prayer of blessing and
fellowship in the Assyrian language.

In his remarks, Very Rev. Khajag Hagopian noted the
achievemnents of His Holiness and stressed the continuing
bond of fellowship amongst our churches. Rev. Arch-
priest Vahrich Shirinian, as Pastor of the St. Vartanantz
Church also officially welcomed His Holiness. Mr. Ar-
men Babamian, Chairman of the Board of Trustees also
the Choir Master, in turn, expressed appreciation for
§ His Holiness’ visit and bestowing of His blessings on the
(Continued on page 8)
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Prelacy Initiates
Bible Study Program

The Christian Education Department of the
Prelacy announces that a weekly Bible Study for
young adults has started and will be continued at
the Prelacy Headquarters - 138 E. 39th Street,
New York City.

The sessions are being held every Monday eve-
ning beginning at 6:30 p.m.

The purpose of this study will be to gain an un-
derstanding, knowledge, and spiritual awareness
of the Word of God and how we can apply it to
our daily lives. Study of the Armenian Apostolic
Church, Badarak, Doctrine, Saints and Sacra-
ments, traditions, and history, will be the focal
points of the study as well.

The present subject of study is ‘“The Epistle of &
Paul the Apostle to the Philippians.”’ ;

Refreshments are being served after each study.
All young adults are invited to participate and to
bring their friends.
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Antelias: From Orphanage to Seminary

On the night of April 24, 1915, one hundred ninety-two
Armenian intellectuals, community leaders and clergy
were arrested by the Turkish authorities in Constantinople
and deported to the Turkish interior. Most of them were
Killed or died in prison. This incalculable loss to the
nation was only the beginning of the Turkish policy of
rendering any opposition to the plan to deport the Ar-
menians from their ancient homeland ineffectual by first
eliminating the Armenian leadership. Teachers, poets,
journalists, civil servants, priests, and bishops perished.

When the First World War came to an end and an
armistice was signed with the Ottoman Empire, the
remnant of the Armenian nation was scattered through-
out the Near East, the majority suffering from priva-
tion, disease and exposure. Where were the energetic
leaders who could guide this people out of the trauma of
tragedy and beyond to a new existence? The few who
were still alive attempted to impart life to the newborn
Armenian state, hampered as it was by enemies on all
sides and an incredible economic depression within its
own borders. But the masses who had been deported into
Syria, Lebanon, and Palestine had almost no one to
guide them—no one to settle disputes within the com-
munity; no one to plead for their rights; no one to repre-
sent them with the british and French occupying forces.
Armenian refugees in Greece and Egypt shared their
plight.

Under the centuries-old millet system established in
the Ottoman Empire, the Armenian Patriarchate of
Constantinople provided secular and sacred leadership
for the Armenians within its jurisdiction. This system
was formalized under the Armenian National Constitu-
tion of 1863. But, in 1916, in an extraordinary action,
Turkish military commander Djemal Pasha informed
Catholicos Sahak II Khabayan of the See of Cilicia in
Sis, that the government had decided to eliminate all ties
between the Armenians in the Ottoman Empire and Et-
chmiadzin, the source of guidance on spiritual ques-
tions. The Armenian Sees of Akhtamar, Sis, Constanti-
nople and Jerusalem were also abolished and a single
catholicate/patriarchate with headquarters at Jerusalem
was to be created. He was also told that he had been
selected by the Turkish government to feel the new reli-
gious position. His Holiness accepted with reluctance,
feeling that although this arbitrary change in Armenian
Church structure was abhorrent, his cooperation might
be instrumental in effecting improved conditions for the
harassed remnant of the Armenian nation. The new
regulations for this office, signed by the Sultan and the
Young Turk ministers, accorded the head of the Arme-
nian Church only spiritual jurisdiction over the Em-
pire’s Armenians.

After the armistice, Catholicos Sahak II rejected this
post and returned to his position as head of the See of
Cilicia. When the Kemalist revolution forced the rem-
nant of the Armenian population out of Cilicia, the
French mandate authorities in Syria recognized the See
of Cilicia as spiritual head of the Armenians under its
jurisdiction. The Patriarchate of Jerusalem ceded to the
See of Cilicia jurisdiction over Beirut, Damascus and
Latakia in 1929.

The Catholicos, in a sense, had become a refugee like
his people. He required a permanent seat for the See of
Cilicia. This need was to be met in a manner that set a
precedent in international cooperation between peoples.

The Evacuation of Cilicia

Fortunately, the Armenians of Syria were not without
friends. The American relief organization, Near East
Relief, had continued its commitment to aiding the Ar-
menians since it was founded in September, 1915,
through the efforts of United States Ambassador to the
Ottoman Empire Henry Morgenthau and American
missionary leaders who had witnessed the deportations.

In 1922-23, Near East Relief withdrew the 12,000 Ar-
menian orphans under its care in Cilicia and Turkish Ar-
menia as relations with the Kemalist regime grew in-
creasingly difficult. Orphanages in Kharput, Malatya,
Diarbekir, Mardin, Urfa, Marash, Tarsus, Mersin, Ain-
tab, and Adana were closed and the orphans were brought
overland on foot and by rail to Syria and Lebanon, then
under French mandate. A concomitant flight of Arme-
nians from the same areas pushed the Armenian refugee
population of the Syrian region to some 140,000.

Housing these children was a mammoth problem.
Empty factories and hospitals were rented. Recruiting
refugee and orphan labor, Near East Relief constructed
an orphanage at Nahr Ibrahim. At Antelias, a paper mill
on land with irrigation and water rights, considered ‘‘a
most satisfactory place for our purposes,” was pur-
chased. This property was to become the headquarters
of the See of Cilicia in less than a decade.

The Tradition of Education

Housing, feeding and clothing 12,000 Armenian chil-
dren was difficult enough. But the task of educating
them to take meaningful places in a society completely
different from the Turkish Armenian milieu of their
childhood, presented a challenge of major proportions.
In its orphanage program, Near East Relief had come to
rely upon the guidance and teaching services of the most
highly educated Armenians. A basic academic curricu-
lum for the orphans, including Armenian language,
history and culture, Arabic, mathematics, science,
world geography and history, music and art was supple-
mented with the latest educational concept from America
—institutionalized vocational training.

It had become obvious to all concerned with child
welfare that the dislocation of the Armenian family
resulting from the deportations also had caused the
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breakdown of the traditional apprenticeship system for
learning a trade, formerly an integral part of the Ar-
menian social structure. The 132,556 children in the care
of Near East Relief had no fathers or uncles. In orphan-
ages from Greece to the Caucasus, the American organ-
ization had become foster parent to hundreds of thou-
sands of children who would one day need to earn their
own livelihood. Orphanage schools taught trades such
as printing, carpentry, weaving, bookbinding, book-
keeping. By the mid-1920’s the Antelias orphanage had
become famous as one of Near East Relief’s finest trade
schools. Furniture produced by the orphans found buy-
ers immediately. These young Armenians captured the
first prize for furniture-making in the Syrian National
Exposition.

New Tolerance

The education of young Armenians was not the only
learning process in the history of Near East Relief.
Many former missionaries on the staff and board who
had once sought converts to their own faiths from
among Armenian National Church members had learned
to work toward a common constructive goal with Ar-
menian church leaders—the saving of human lives and
the rebirth of a nation.

St. Gregory’s Cathedral in Antelias.

As the orphans reached the age of sixteen, when
they were placed in jobs, the Near East Relief orphanage
program gradually diminished. By 1928, only a core
group of 500 boys remained at the Antelias school, and
the following summer, it was closed. The Near East
Relief Board of Trustees, which included many of
America’s religious leaders from all faiths, businessmen
and former presidents and ambassadors, expressed the
concern that the property continue to serve a construc-
tive purpose in the life of the Armenian people.

The Antelias Committee

The situation of the Armenian refugees in the Near
East was still less than ideal. A Near East Relief report
stated, as late as 1930, that “‘there is still heartbreaking
suffering in the refugee camps in Salonika, Athens,
Beirut, and Aleppo.”” Another report, dated February
6, 1929, notes that malaria is “‘violent among refugees.”
Tuberculosis and trachoma were rampant in the refugee
camps. Physicians were scarce; hospitals inadequate.
The French mandate had accomplished little along these
lines. Even the social and educational services which
could help the refugees accelerate their return to normal
life were lacking. Less than eleven percent of the refugeé
children were even attending elementary school. The
struggling Armenian populace could barely afford to
maintain a few schools, never mind establish institutions
of higher learning to train teachers and well-educated
parish priests who could cope with the problems of un-
precedented magnitude faced by their people.

Catholicos Sahak I Khabayan, in a formal memoran-
dum addresed to Barclay Acheson, Overseas Director of
Near East Relief, presented a proposal to transform the
Antelias orphanage into a theological seminary and
training school for teachers (then called ‘‘normal
school’”) to fill this vacuum. His Holiness stated the
problem as follows:

During the last World War the Church- of Armenia
lost hundreds of its parochial schools and suffered the
great loss of the Religious Academy of Etchmiadzin, the
Seminary of Armash, and the Clerical College of Sis,
where Armenian clergy used to be trained for the Church
of Armenia.

It has been impossible, till now, to reestablish a simi-
lar institution elsewhere for the following reasons: A.
The deportation of the Armenians living under the spiri-
tual supervision of His Holiness the Catholicos of Cilicia:
B. The confiscation of the property ($1,000,000 worth)
and the loss of the regular income of the Catholicate by
the Turkish Government; C. The wholesale massacre
and extermination of the well prepared and intellectual
clergymen; D. Prevailing economic depression among
the refugee Armenians now living in Syria.
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- - . The need for a school of this type is so indispen-
sable for the reorganization and rejuvenation of our
Christian and ecclesiastic life that we are ready to make
the utmost sacrifice for its realization.

The Catholicos officially requested use of an Antelias
property and financial support for the proposed institu-
tion.

This proposal received endorsement from the Com-
mittee on Cooperation in the Near East and the World
Sunday School Association. A delegation from the latter
organization toured the Near East, then reported on the
other valuable uses to which the former orphanage
could be put by the Armenian Church.

Not only would this Antelias compound make a valu-
able place for such an educational institution, but it
would also provide a residence for the Catholicos of
Cilicia for the Armenian Church, and a headquarters
Jor the religious education work of the church. . .

The Antelias School Committee of America was then
established by Near East Relief to investigate the feasi-
bility of the Catholicossal plan, and recommend ways in
which Near East Relief, and its successor organization,
the Near East Foundation, could assist the Armenian
Church in bringing this dream to fruition. Committee
members were Mihran Karagheusian, a Near East Relief
Board member; Vahan M. Kurkjian; Dr. Robert E.
Speer of the interdenominational Committee on Co-
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Orphanage to Seminary. . . .
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operation in the Near East, who had worked with Ar-
menians and Assyrians in Persia; Near East Relief Over-
seas Director Barclay Acheson; and Near East Relief
staff member H.C. Jaquith, who had labored on behalf
of the Armenians with that organization in many capaci-
ties for over a decade. Mr. Jaquith and another Near
East Relief staff member, Edward C. Miller, were sent
to Lebanon to meet with the Catholicos and the See of
Cilicia’s Executive Committee.

After careful deliberation, it was decided that a finer
purpose for the empty orphanage could not be found.
Near East Relief would grant use of the Antelias proper-
ty to the Armenian Church for five years in order to
carry out the seminary project at a nominal rental of $1
per year. In addition, due to the limited resources of the
still struggling Armenian people, the Near East Relief
Board voted to allocate $10,000 per year for the five-
year trial period toward the school’s annual budget of
$15,000, with the understanding that the Armenian
Church would assume all costs at the end of that time.
Armenians in America agreed to raise the remaining
$5,000 per year.

Although some had felt that the project would dupli-
cate the efforts of the St. James Seminary in Jerusalem,
they realized that Jerusalem educated members of the
monastic order of St. James, whereas the Cilician See
would train priests for parish work. Existing institu-
tions, such as the American University of Beirut met
only the leadership needs of the intellectual classes and
were not geared to generate leadership for the great
masses of Armenians. The Near East Relief Conserva-
tion Committee noted:

. . .the major consideration that enables us to use non-
sectarian relief funds for the Antelias project is the hope
that (1) we will thus stabilize the Armenian population
in Syria and thus conserve the large investment we have
already made in the rehabilitation of these refugees. (2)
This hope is based on the belief that this institution will
provide a leadership for the Armenians in Syria,
Pglestine, Egypt and Greece that will tend to remove
causes of friction between the Armenian minority and
the majority populations of these countries.

If harmony is established between the Armenians and
the majority peoples of these countries, our investment
to date will have practically solved the Armenian refugee
problem in these countries. If harmony is not established;
in fact, history may repeat itself. . .

Many feel that the thrifty, industrious and racially
proud Armenians face a potential problem similar to
that of the Jews in Palestine. It certainly is clear that an
impoverished and ambitious Armenian minority is
struggling for existence in competition with a more easy-
going warlike majority, and that a wise and tolerant
leadership is necessary if the Armenians are to establish
themselves permanently and happily in these countries.

. . .The executive officers are among those who are
convinced that the final and safe adjustment of the
80,000 Armenian alien population in Arabic-speaking
Syria will not be attained without a leavening process to
broader culture through their churchmen. It is felt they
need to be led out of their war-time shell-shock.

The importance of an Armenian leadership to per-
form this great task was acknowledged by the Near East
Relief Board members. Although many of them had
worked on behalf of the Armenians for close to fifteen
years, they recognized their own limitations. They
upheld that *‘no solution could be found under a purely
foreign leadership, but that it must be accomplished, if
it is accomplished at all, by an educated Armenian
leadership.”

The transition period in refugee resettlement had
been difficult not only for the Armenians but for their
host countries as well. The majority populations in
Greece, Egypt, and Syria had taken in the distressed
Armenian refugees in the true spirit of hospitality at a
time when they themselves were suffering from the
privations of World War I; centuries of harsh Ottoman
rule; the Kemalist movement and local wars; and the
Great Depression in the 1920°s. Competition for jobs
and living space, as well as some resentment at the special
treatment given to Armenians by outside relief organiza-
tions, naturally created some ill-felling.

By 1930, when the Seminary at Antelias opened, Near
East Relief had spent close to $100 million in relief, most
of which went to aid Armenians. This, combined with
the organization’s foster parenthood for orphans, was
considered a direct stake in the future of the Armenian
people.

Antelias, the Future

The school’s continuing existence was briefly threat-
ened in 1933 when a firm offer to purchase the Antelias
property from Near East Relief for $22,000—then a sub-
stantial sum—was received from Beirut. The Board of
Trustees of Near East Relief never gave the offer serious
consideration. At their annual meeting on April 12,
1934, ““‘during discussion. . .it was the consensus of
opinion that the Board was willing to consider more
favorable considerations than a cash sale of the Antelias
property.”” The Armenians could not yet gather the
funds to match the offer, so the Trustees voted to sell
the property for $22,000 to the Near East Foundation,
assuring the future of the Seminary.

In 1936, when the trial five-year period drew to a
close, sixteen students graduated. It has been a difficult
academic year due to the deaths of both the Dean,
Bishop Shahe Kasparian, and His Holiness Papken I.
Despite this tragedy, the Seminary continued to func-
tion. When the Melkonian institute in Cyprus began to
graduate teachers, the Catholicos closed the Normal
School section and concentrated all resources on refining
the seminary program.

Fifty Years of Leadership. . ..
(Continued from page 1)

Life at the Seminary

The weekday at the Seminary begins with 7:30 Morning Services. Each day there are seven hours of teaching—
four in the morning and three in the afternoon. In the evening, after prayers and the evening meal, private study
time begins at 7 p.m. and ends at 10 p.m. for the younger seminarians and at 11 p.m. for the seniors. Weekends are
usually free, with Saturday set aside for sports, extra-curricular activities, domestic duties and gardening. On Sun-
days all the students attend and assist at the Holy Liturgy at the Cathedral at St. Gregory in Antelias.

Extra-curricular activities may include cultural programs in the evenings, special observances on religious and
national holidays. The Student Committee is responsible for organizing these evening activities, as well as intellec-
tual contests, sports competitions, and other recreational activities. Often guest speakers are invited for these
evenings and on other occasions the students themselves prepare speeches and lead discussions.

Looking Ahead

The annual budget of the Seminary, which is incorporated into the annual budget of the Catholicate, amounts
to approximately $125,000 per academic year. Tuition, board, books, supplies, and medical care are all free. The
cost per student amounts to about $2,000 per year.

The Seminary’s budget is comparatively low because the teaching staff is largely comprised of clergy, who are
not paid, but rather render their service as part of their vocational work.

Financial Needs
“The Seminary has three main sources of income:
1. Individual friends of the Seminary who donate towards the cost of training one or more students. (As stated
above it costs approximately $2,000 per student per year).
2. World Christian organizations (such as the World Council of Churshes). Particularly during the last four
years these world organizations have helped extensively.
3. Voluntary contributions from individuals and organizations towards the maintenance costs of the Seminary.

The Seminary is currently in urgent need of a well-designed annex. The present structure was built in 1952 as the
summer residence of the Catholicos. Fur use as a summer residence the structure is quite suitable, but it is now
being used as a Seminary, and is lacking fundamental requirements. For example it does not have proper facilities
necessary for an educational institution such as proper classrooms, teachers’ rooms, library, study hall, dormito-
ries, assembly hall. This annex building is not a luxury, but an absolute necessity, if the Seminary is to continue to
function effectively. Arrangements have been made for those who wish to contribute towards the costs of the an-
nex to contribute directly for this endeavor.

Currently our main concern is the establishment of an endowment fund, the annual income of which will guran-
tee the continuity of the Seminary. The training of the future leadership of our church needs to be assured not just
for today, and tomorrow but for all the tomorrows to come.

The precarious situation in Lebanon is a problem which is in the minds of everyone. It is because of this con-
sideration that most of the moneys collected will be put into an endowment fund which will provide a yearly in-
come to the Seminary eventually making it self-sufficient.

The Cilician Seminary at Antelias has benefited the Armenian community everywhere. It is not simply a regional
institution, but an international center for the training of religious leadership. We in the diaspora, and especially in
the United States and Canada, should take a direct interest, not only in its financial needs but in providing the
direction and guidance necessary for an exceptional center of religious learning.
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The Antelias Seminary in Bikfaya, Lebanon. (Photo by Varoujan)

After substantial donations of equipment and building
to the Antelias Seminary by the Near East Relief and the
Near East Foundation, the property was sold to the Ar-
menian Church for $19,000. The sum was donated by an
Egyptian-Armenian couple, Mr. and Mrs. Simon and
Mathilde Kayekjian. The Near East Foundation itself
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contributed $3,000 toward the purchase price.

Antelias was on its own. . .

The subsequent history of this institution has been a
tribute to the dedication and intelligence of the Ar-
menian people. Since its founding fifty years ago, An-
telias has produced three Catholicoses—Zareh I (1915-
1963), first graduate of the Seminary; Khoren I, and
Karekin II—as well as bishops, vartabeds, and parish
priests serving Armenians around the world. In all, An-
telias Seminary has graduated 240 young Armenians,
from a total enrollment of 800, who have entered the
service of the Armenian nation.

If ever an institution has justified the privations nec-
cessary to bring it into being, it is the Armenian Theolo-
gical Seminary at Antelias. The institution is a credit to
all who had a hand in its birth. It lives on as a monument
to the creative power of the ecumenical spirit and
humanitarian impulse that prompt mankind to work for
the benefit of posterity, in the image of the Creator.
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Rev. Khoren Habeshian and Diosporan Armenian
teachers visiting His Holiness Vasken I.
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Golden Jubilee Celebration. . . .

(Continued from page 2)

In order to properly commemorate this occasion, the
Prelacy has appointed an Honorary Committee, repre-
sented by leading community figures such as: Zaven
Andrikian, Haig-Aram Arakelian, Ara Arslanian,
Kevork Avetisian, Dr. Christopher Babigian, Yervant
Bastermadjian, Hampartzoum Berberian, Jack Chadr-
jian, Esq., Robert P. Derian, Cleveland E. Dodge, Dr.
Delmer J. Dooley, Dr. Ara Dumanian, Dr. Rouben
Gregorian, Dr. Vartan Gregorian, Harold Gulamerian,
Michael Haratunian, Dr. Raffi Hovanessian, Hirair
Hovnanian, Vahakn Hovnanian, Leila Karagheusian,
Manuel Maroutian, Dr. James I. McCord, Yeghishe H.
Melikian, Arys M. Missakian, Carnig Piligian, Rev.
John M. Sutton, Sarkes Tarzian, Zohrab K. Tazian,
Sarkis Teshoyan, John Tokmajian, Puzant Yeghiayan,
Rev. Deacon Levon N. Zenian, and Garbis Zennedjian.

For the organization of each respective commemora-
tive event, a Central Committee has been formed and
delegated this task. Having already convened twice, they
have elected their executive body. The Central Com-
mittee is comprised of: Dr. Herand Markarian, Chair-
man; Tigran Sarkuni, Treasurer; Dorothy Papazian,
Secretary; Vartan Andonian, Norair Bahlavouni, Mary
Anne Barsamian, Onnig Bedrossian, Tammy Dermks-
ian, Astor Guzelian, Dikran Hadjetian, Vartkes Jam-
gochian, Susan Kelekian, Iris Papazian, and Col. Harry
Sachaklian.

The community, will, through the press media, be
kept informed of events that have been planned in New
York and other areas.

A. A Divine Liturgy of Thanksgiving to be held in the
St. Illuminator’s Cathedral on Sunday, November
22, 1981. His Grace, Bishop Mesrob Ashjian will
celebrate the Divine Liturgy and give the sermon.
The Honorary guest speaker will be Rev. John Sut-
ton, President of the Near East Foundation, a loyal
supporter of the Seminary from its beginning days.

B. On February 28, the Hamazkayine of New York will
stage the work ‘‘Vartanank’’ by Herand Markarian,
in the auditorium of the High School of Fashion
Industries.

C. A banquet will be held at the Waldorf Astoria on
April 18th, 1982. On that day, the loyal friend of the
Seminary, Cleveland Dodge of the Near East Relief

will be honored.
1

MEDIA ALERT. . .. ARMENIAN VIDEO CASSETTES

Years past, children would gather closely cuddled to their grandparents’ knees to hear the tales of Armenian
heroes, ancient customs and living traditions. . .

In this age of popularization of the computor game, a child’s mind has had a change of perspective. Their grand-
parents’ tales can only offer one source of cultural inspiration. The other must be developed and challenged by
their own standards in the world as it is today.

With this in mind, the Prelacy has developed a series of video cassettes, the latest novelty in areas of education,
as well as leisure, covering topics such as: old Armenian village life, freedom fighter spirit, Armenian songs and
dances. All are sources of both entertainment and education for both child and adult alike.

Tzori Miron based on the novel of Moushegh Kalshoyan, this is the story of the Armenian villager, Tzori
Miro, a freedom fighter, who after massacres and persecution, was guided by the star of the Illuminator and arriv-
ing in Arakadz, settled and built a new life. (VHS 4 Beta II $97.50)

Nahabed based on the famous novel of Hratchya Kochar, with Sos Sarkissian acting is the life of Nahabed, who
with his sister had survived the 1915 massacres during which he saw the total annihilation of his wife and children.
He returns to his land and overcoming his fate, he builds his home anew and promises to plant an apple tree in
front of every home, having a first born child. (VHS $97.50, Beta IT $97.50)

Mekhitar Sparabet based on Sero Khanzatian’s novel ‘‘Mekhitar Sparabet’’, is about the life of a freedom
fighter, Tavit Beg, and his follower Mekhitar Sparabet. A film depicting nationalism, heroic adventure, drama and
beautiful scenery. (VHS $147.50, Beta II $147.50)

Gorani a jewel for ethnomusicologists. Those yearning for the days of Sassoun and Western Armenia, have

travelled to Arakadz and asked the villagers of Gatnaghpure, Talin and Pazmashen to sing their native songs.
Gorani is an ancient name that could be traced to pagan customs. It might also be linked with a dance movement

as is typified in-the Gorani dance.

The second part of the film is titled the *“Traditional Drum’’ and presents Armenian marriage with all its rich

rituals.

This film is the result of the efforts of Moushegh Kalshoyan, Krikor Ehramjian, and Layerd Boghosian.

(VHS $65.00 Beta II $65.00)
All are available in VHS and Betta Max II
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Soon to be released are three publications, one in Ar-
menian and two in English, which will present the
achievements of the Seminary and its present needs.

Finally, February 14th, 1982 is designated as Seminary
Day in Armenian parish communities throughout the
Eastern Prelacy.

Divine Liturgy will be celebrated in each parish and all

His Holiness Zakka I Welcomed. . . .

| l
S
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(Continued from page 3)

community members are invited to participate and share
in our feelings of pride and continuing commitment to
the Seminary.

We invite all our beloved people without exception, to
come avowing again their fervent belief in the mission of
the Armenian Church, and thus, recognize the vital role
of the Seminary in directing our community’s future.

R

& # Ly,

Very Rev. Hagopian leads His Holiness Zakka I (carrying the gold cross) and guest clergy into Sts. Vartanantz.

Armenian community. Mr. Sarkis Teshoian then in-
troduced His Holiness to the congregation, adding his
personal remarks, in which he noted the admiration and
respect with which the Armenian Church looks upon the
Patriarch of Antioch and All the East and the Supreme
Head of the Syrian Orthodox Church in the world.

His Holiness then addressed the congregation in
English expressing his deepest appreciation of this warm
reception and demonstration of Christian fellowship.

The evening was one, which not only honored His
Holiness, but one, which honored the deepest senti-
ments of true Christianity. Both the Assyrian people and

the Armenians have witnessed a history filled with the
plight of exile, massacre and continuing persecutions
throughout their days. Despite these many perils, they
have both survived, overcome and renewed their nation-
al and Christian identities.

It was particularly befitting that His Holiness should
be welcomed in this country, amidst an American-Ar-
menian community, for the United States of America
has given both the Assyrian and the Armenian people
the opportunity to build anew, and establish a continu-
ing posterity working hand in hand with fellow Christians.
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