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The Late Catholicos Zareh I of the Great House of Cilicia
(14 Feb. 1915 - 18 Feb. 1963)
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OUTREACH
Bishop Mesrob Ashjian, Prelate

REQUIEM SERVICE

The Executive Council of the Armenian
Prelacy has decided that on Sunday,
February 20, 1983, all of its churches will
celebrate the Divine Liturgy and
Hokehankeesd in memory of the late
Catholicos Zareh 1. We suggest to all of our
Reverend Fathers that they dedicate that
day’s sermon to his memory, and that on
this occasion, also re-examine the mission
and services offered by the Great House of
Cilicia.

May the eternal light always burn in the
memory of Catholicos Zareh I.

Armenian Editor:
Very Rev. Khajak Hagopian

OUTREACH (USPS 426-490) is published
monthly by the Prelacy of the Armenian
Apostolic Church of America, 138 East
39th Street, New York, New York 10016,
(212) 689-7810. Unsolicited manuscript will
be considered for publication; please in-
clude a stamped, self-addressed return
envelope. We reserve the right to edit
articles in order to conform to space limit-
ations. Signed articles do not necessarily re-
flect the policy of the Armenian Apostolic
Church of America. Send all correspond-
ence to the above address to the attention
of the Editor. Printed in the United States
of America. Second class postage paid at
New York, N.Y. 10016.

Executive Council
Armenian Prelacy
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The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. J. Fisher and Zareh I, in Antelias

TWENTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
PASSING OF CATHOLICOS ZAREH 1
OF THE GREAT HOUSE OF CILICIA

This forthcoming February 18, 1983 will
mark the twentieth anniversary of the pass-
ing of one of our most loved and greatest
clergymen of this century, Catholicos Zareh
I of the Great House of Cilicia.

Catholicos Zareh I was born during the
dark days of the Armenian Genocide, on
February 14, 1915, in the city of Marash.
He was christianed Simon Payaslian. Like
thousands of our brothers and sisters, he
emigrated as refugees with his parents, on
a black journey to Syria in 1922. After stay-
ing a period in Hama, Syria, he re-settled
in Haleb (Aleppo), Syria, where he receiv-
ed his elementary education.

In 1930, the young Simon, having enroll-
ed in his first year at the Cilician
Catholicosate’s Seminary, became one of
the first who, with a spiritual impulsion, felt
the call of his Fathers in his veins and an
invitation from God to enter the Seminary.

Five years later, in 1935, he graduated
from the Seminary’s educational program.
On July 16, 1935, separating himself from
his contemporaries and classmates, he
dedicated his life to celibacy, and received
the Holy Anointment, being re-named Zareh
Apegha, thus becoming the first graduate of
the Cilician Seminary, dedicated to the ser-
vice of his people and the Church.

From 1936 to 1938, he studied at the Free
University of Brussels. Two years later, hav-
ing returned to the Seminary, he was elected
as the Vicar of the Diocese of Aleppo, in
1940, and as the Prelate of the same Diocese,
in 1943.

For 13 years he served that great Diocese
with incomparable dedication, bearing its
ups and downs. Through his efforts, he ar-
chitectured the rise of his flock from their
refugee status into becoming a proud and
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comfortable citizenry.

In all of our minds is still etched the
memory of those stormy days of 1952-1956,
which blew through the Cilician
Catholicosate and tried to destroy its very
foundations.

However, the centuries-old See, because
of its faithful and awake watchmen, and
faithful followers thirsting for virtue and
justice with an unbreakable will, was able
to overcome all the difficulties with which
it was faced. It once again had a worthy in-
cumbent in the person of Zareh I, who was
elected Catholicos of the Great House of
Cilicia on February 20,1956.

Yet, the renouncements of the Cilician See
by the people, the unjustly created environ-
ment of the time, and the stormy winds
shaking the Armenian Church all deeply
wounded the great spirit of the unbarterable,
dedicated, Zareh I, and he, on February 18,
1963, like a fulminating oak tree, premature-
ly fell, leaving in all of our souls a deep pain
and longing for his kind spirit.

On this occasion, the Executive Council
of the Armenian Prelacy has decided that
on Sunday, February 20, 1983, all of its
churches will celebrate the Divine Liturgy
and ‘“‘Hokehankeesd’’ (Requiem Service) in
memory of the late Catholicos Zareh I. We
suggest to all of our Reverend Fathers that
they dedicate that day’s sermon to his
memory, and that on this occasion, also re-
examine the mission and services offered by
the Great House of Cilicia.

May the eternal light always burn in the
memory of Catholicos Zareh 1.
Executive Council 12/28/82
Armenian Prelacy
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ENCYCLICAL OF HIS HOLINESS CATHOLICOS
VASKEN I ON THE OCCASION OF THE FIRST AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE DEATH OF HIS HOLINESS
CATHOLICOS ZAREH 1

VASKEN, THE SERVANT OF JESUS CHRIST, AND THE INFINITE AND UNAT-
TAINABLE WILL OF GOD AND ELECTED BY THE NATION, OF ALL ARMENIANS
AND SUPREME PATRIARCH OF THE APOSTOLIC MOTHER CHURCH OF
ETCHMIADZIN.

TO HIS HOLINESS CATHOLICOS KHOREN I OF THE GREAT HOUSE OF CILICIA,
ANTELIAS.
GREETINGS OF LOVE IN CHRIST.

Today, as Your Holiness and the Brotherhood of your Order and your people honor
the memory of the departed Catholicos, His Holiness Zareh I, we share your grief and join
in your prayers with a fraternal spirit.

The premature, tragic death of Our Beloved Brother Zareh, indeed caused us great pain
as well, as one sad day, seven years ago, we embraced and took our leave of one another,
in hope that we would greet each other again, on some happy day in the future. how often
and how fondly, we yearned for that joyous day, which was unfortunately delayed and
the dear, departed Holy Father went to His final rest, saddened and disappointed.

Today, it is up to us then, to pray that the Lord will keep the soul of the departed Holy
Father in his infinite peace and to keep His good and merciful soul always holy and bright;
a soul who so loved His Mother Church and Her entire People; a soul who suffered its
pain in silence and who expired without a whisper, to exclaim to Armenians everywhere,
““Love one another.”’

At this time, Our prayers contain the bright hope and faith that His Holiness’ living and
vivid soul, shall now be shared equally by us all, as a manifestation of love, unity and peace.

Let all those who serve our Holy Alters and all who are counted among the children
of our nation, pledge once again, in the gracious memory of His Holiness, to preserve as
one harmonious entity, the Holy Mother Church of Armenia; and of all her people.

We extend greetings and divine blessings to the honored memory of the dearly, departed
Catholicos, Zareh I, from the Mother Throne of Holy Etchmiadzin and of the Armenian
fatherland.

May God the Father, keep our Christ-created Church steadfast; and her faithful people,
forever vital and productive, unified and indivisible.

On Sunday, 16 February, in the Cathedral of Holy Etchmiadzin, we shall preside at an
official memorial service, commemorating the first anniversary of the passing away of the
Beloved Catholicos We have directed all our Churches to hold simultaneous memorial ser-
vices throughout our Dioceses.

Yours prayerfully and fraternally,
Vasken 1
Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians

Encyclical Issued 3 February, 1964 Year of Our Lord
According to Armenian reckoning 1413

Monastary of Holy Etchmiadzin
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UdEG ipwl qiluhG vh qhin, ghinh qijuhG Yuletn.
duyntinhg Ywu quliquybhn GG Awng qhinbnG wylntin.
Nonwlymd kG yhAtpG b ywp, GpyhGpd hb Yyup pnynd
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B wdkG vh fAiGymGh Ak YwupownGhp WG tungnin.
<wng Ugluwph, tYtintigh' qupkeGlinny pugmd,
Quflighpn unipp nonwGshiiny wwwwpwaqn GG wunud:
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Pilgrimage to Dzidzernagapert

A Lifetime Experience
Join the People of Yerevan...

..In their ascent to the Martyr’s Memorial at
the top of the Dzidzernagapert Hill.

Seven-Day Trip
5 nights in Yerevan - 2 nights in Moscow
— Also —
Excursions to Etchmiadzin, Garni & Keghart

Depart—New York, JFK, April 18, 1983, Lufthansa Airlines
Return—New York JFK, April 26, 1983, Lufthansa Airlines

LIMITED SPACE AVAILABLE—First come, first served!
Rate per person: Twin, $1,150; Single, $1,250
There is a $100 non-refundable deposit.

For more information, please call or write the Armenian Prelacy
at 212/689-7810, 138 East 39th Street, New York, N.Y. 10016

- Deposits must be received no later than February 28, 1983 -
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FEAR NOT LITTLE FLOCK

On february 20, 1956, a brilliant morn came to the darkened horizon of the Armenian
Church... the bells of the Cathedral of the Holy See gaily tolled, and the black veil was
removed from the throne of the Holy See. The Armenian people were jubilant ... His Grace
Bishop Zareh had been elected Catholicos ...And thus spoke the newly elected Catholicos:

You have placed upon my shoulders a most heavy duty, perhaps the heaviest in the world.
While others possess worldly and coercive powers, you have given me only one kind of
power, over this patriarchal See of the Armenian Church — spiritual power, and only one
weapon — the Holy Bible. With the deep faith that we have inherited from our ancestors,
we should believe that beyond the transitory powers and values there exist the moral values
and the Holy Bible which are more basic, sublime, and eternal.

We encountered difficulties. We still have difficulties, and indeed, we will have them
in the futuré. The source and nature of these difficulties are known to all. I have a sole
plea to make to the present Electoral Assembly and to the representatives of the press. I
plead with you to regard this historic event with utmost consciousness and
thoughtfulness. YOU SHOULD KNOW THAT IN THIS ELECTION THERE IS NO VIC-
TOR OR LOSER. LET US ALL HOPE AND WISH THAT IN THE PRESENT ELEC-
TION THE VICTOR WILL BE THE ARMENIAN CHURCH, THE HOLY BIBLE AND
OUR CHRISTIAN LIFE. '

You know our situation, I expressly ask you to help me and pray for me, because I am
in need of your prayers and through your prayers, God’s encouragement, strength and
communion.

I address my heartfelt greetings to the preferred See of Etchmiadzin and to its most wor-
thy Catholicos. Vasken I, in the firm conviction that the preferred Mother See and our
Cilician See are co-workers in the service of the Armenian people and the Holy Bible. Our
ties with Etchmiadzin will remain inseparable, as they had been in the days of our previous
Patriarchs. Our ties will be indissoluble despite those who wish to loosen them. Indeed,
we are resolved to preserve our ties, unshaken and immovable, since only through these
ties will it be possible for us to perpetuate and keep intact our national and religious character.

* K K

On Sunday, February 26, 1956, the Sunday of the Prodigal Son, the newly elected Catholicos
delivered his first sermon calling for unity and service:

This See, dear people, awaits the return of its beloved sons and says to all we have nothing
to offer you, neither offerings, nor sacrifices, but all may rest assured that this Patriarchal
See of our Church has offered itself as a sacrifice to the Armenian people and to the Arme-
nian Apostolic Church.

This See has indiscriminately served and will continue to serve all. We have no rings to
offer. However, we will offer and are ready to sacrifice our heart and soul and all the good
that we have inherited from our forefathers. And we shall fulfill the expectations of our
people.

Let this day be one of divine calling, for us to realize that unless peace reigns in our
hearts and our hearts are converted to God, peace will not exist in this world. Further-
more, we should realize that peace will not exist in our Church if we are not converted to God.

This Church and this See consider their prime duty to say to their people: both our and
your salvations depend on our spiritual and continuous conversion to God.

I believe with all sincerity and I am sure you do also, that the Armenian Church and
our strong faith and trust in the Almighty and our will to accept Him, are our only basis

for salvation. (Continued on page 6)
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COMMUNIQUE

It is with great joy that we announce to our faithful that His Holiness
Karekin II Co-Adjutor Catholicos of the Holy See of Cilicia has accepted
the invitation of the Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America
to grace our Diocese with a Pontifical visit.

His Holiness will arrive in New York City on Thursday, June 2nd and
after visiting the Armenian Churches and communities of the Eastern U.S.
and Canada, he will head the delegation of the Catholicosate of Cilicia to
the Sixth World Assembly of the World Council of Churches, which will
be held from July 24th to August 10th, 1983 in Vancouver, British Columbia.

We warmly greet this Pontifical visit of His Holiness Karekin II Co-Adjutor
Catholicos, and are confident that it will provide experiences that will in-
volve our faithful to rally around the Prelacy and express their love and af-
fection to the person of His Holiness and through him to the venerable See
of the Catholicosate of Cilicia. Let this visit bring with it a lasting gift to
be treasured up, savored and remembered.

PRELACY SECRETARIAT
January 4, 1983
£ e
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PAREGENTAN
WEEKEND '83

SHERATON BOXBORO, MASS.

7th Annual Raffle

Help Support

Armenian Prelacy

Programs

Programs that are vital to the
continuation of Christian and
Armenian Education need your

support. This year, you once more

keep these programs alive and

growing by purchasing tickets for

the Seventh Annual Raffle.

Raffle Drdwing will take place
on February 12th, 1983 during
Paregentan Weekend, at the

Sheraton Hotel, Boxboro, Mass.

Donation: $100

(Continued from page 5)

Sunday, March 18, 1956, the Day of Pilgrimage to the Holy See: This traditional day
of spiritual jubilance and pilgrimage was transformed to one of sadness and tears, because
unholy hands had stolen the holy relics of the Holy See, including the relic of the Right
Hand of St. Gregory the Illuminator. The Celebrant was the elected Holiness and his words
came to comfort the troubled hearts of the faithful ...

Indissoluble and imperishable are these people and this Church, because they are joined

together with sweat, tears and blood. This Church will remain indestructible and eternal,.

despite all external assaults and internal desertions, because IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO EX-
TINGUISH THE DIVINE LIGHT WITH HUMAN BREATH and because the II-
luminator’s Lamp forever keeps vigil in the top of Mount Arakadz and prompts us to repeat
‘The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the strength of
my life, of whom shall I be afraid?

The vigilant guardian of our Church, St.Illuminator, stands guard over our people’s faith,
and I am sure that God has heard and will hear my — His servant — pleas and prayers
to PRESERVE THIS CHURCH FOR THE MEMORY OF OUR MILLIONS OF MAR-
TYRS AND FOR HIS GLORY.

* ok h

Seven months later, on September 2, 1956 the bells of the Cathedral, once again were toll-
ing, thus raising the supplications of the Armenian faithful to the Almighty, so that He
would bestow His heavenly grace upon the Catholicos through the consecration by the Ho-
ly Muron. God heard His people’s pleas and the newly consecrated Catholicos spoke to
his people and to God:

O,thou omniscient God, thou, who knowest the deepest secrets of our hearts and unders-
tand our weaknesses, give me strength, patience and ability so that I will be able to unflin-
chingly fulfill this ministry which the nation has bestowed upon me in difficult circumstances
— circumstances which are difficult to overcome by human endeavor.

O Lord, my first prayer is unto you. Hold my hand and guide me in the path of
righteousness, so that in turn I will be able to lead the children of the Armenian Apostolic
Church. O Master, shower thy divine wisdom and peace in the hearts and souls of each
one of us, so that we may live and be worthy while in this world, to thy kingdom and
everlasting life.

Without thy strength, wisdom, and patience, it is difficult to realize our mission in the
present circumstances. You know our condition — the present and the future. On this day
I surrender my humble self and my people, one of the choicest of all peoples, to thy care
and protection.

My second message is unto you, children of the Armenian Apostolic Church — you,
who are linked by a common destiny. On this solemn occasion after surrendering you and
myself to Almighty God, my wish is that you love and understand each other. Children
of the Armenian Church, you who were confirmed by the same Holy Muron, love one
another because without Christian concepts and deeds, our experiences, our wanting, our
life is painful, and our future dark. .

The Christian and human conception of life is based upon love. Therefore, love cne
another for the sake of our martyrs of faith and Holy Fathers of our Church.

* k&

The first anniversary of the election of His Holiness, March 3, 1957 at the Church of St.
Nishan of Beirut ...

On this day, we express our gratitude to God, for all that we witnessed, heard, and saw
during the past year. As we celebrate this Holy Mass, in this Holy Sanctuary, WE ASSUME
THE TOTALITY OF OUR PEOPLE AND THE UNITY OF THE HOLY ARMENIAN
APOSTOLIC CHURCH. And after considering the events and the facts, and the experience
gained by these in the past year, our heartfelt prayers and supplication, Lord, open the
eyes of all our people. Let, our eyes be opened ... if we fail to see the truth, if we transgress
the laws, if we reject our tradition and oppose our national and religious interests, and
finally if we ignore our sacred heritage, Lord open our eyes and make us see the truth.

Nevertheless, if there are misunderstandings among one beloved section of our people,
and if there exist partisan expectations, we should realize that we are all humans and are
subject to failings. Therefore, O Lord, we beseech thee to grant them clarity of wisdom.
Let them see the reality. Let them see the divine light and the truth.
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PRIZES
1st Prize $10,000
2nd Prize $ 5,000
3rd Prize $ 3,000
4th Prize $ 2,000
5th Prize $ 1,000

Drawing on Saturday, February 12
Donation $100

Tickets available from Board
of Trustees, Delegates or
local sources.

General Chairman:
Mr. Varoujan (Bobby) Avakian
Regional Representatives:

NY/NJ — Dr. Roubik Khatchikian
NEW ENGLAND — Mr. Gregory Avedikian

MID ATLANTIC — Mr. Onnig Petrossian
MIDWEST — Mr. Nercess Chitjian
CANADA — Mr. Shahen Minassian
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DANCE ONLY

GRAND LOTTERY DRAWING SATURDAY NIGHT

1st prize-$10,000; 2nd prize-$5,000; 3rd prize-$3,000; 4th prize-§2,000;
5th prize-$1,000 You may purchase $100 raffle tickets from all local
trustees, delegates, church and Prelacy offices (raffle ticket good for
one admission to Sat. night dance ) Proceeds from this raffle will be used
for the Prelacy Educational Fund.

“* Church, 402 Broadway, Providence, Rhode

SPONSORED BY PRELACY WAYS AND MEAN COMMITTEE

SATURDAY NIGHT $10
per person
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or one free admission for
$100 raffle ticket holders

FOR RESERVATIONS MAIL $25 DEPOSIT

PER PERSON BEFORE FEBRUARY 1, 1983
Make checks payable to Armenian Apostolic
Church of America and MAIL to Sts. Vartananiz

Island 02909. For more information call your
local church or Sts. Vartanantz 401-831-6399.
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MINIATURES OF THE BATTLE OF VARTANANK

On February 10, 1983, the Armenian
Church will celebrate the Battle of Var-
tanank. The following is a translation of
Sirarpi Der Nersessian’s article written in
French, on the occasion of the 1500th An-
niversary of the Battle of Vartanank.

The Armenian Church and nation
celebrate this year the 1500th anniversary of
the Battle of Avarayr. The memory of the
Vartanank martyrs, always vivid in the heart
of Armenians, has for centuries inspired our
historians and poets who have described and
sung the heroism of those martyrs with emo-
tional emphasis, Only our artists have re-
mained indifferent to this historic event, and
up until quite a late epoch they have re-
frained from representing it. Those Hym-
nals from the St. Jacob’s Library in
Jerusalem, and a fourth from the Library
of the Mekhitarist Fathers of Vienna fill in
part this gap and offer us the oldest
representations known to this day of the
Battle of Vartanank.

miniature preceeds the second Hymm of
Nerses Shnorhali. Vartan is holding a long
lance, the quiver of arrows is attached to his
belt. The second horseman is holding a
sword and shield, and his quiver is also at-
tached to his belt; the soldiers following him
are not armed. The Persian army is found
in Hymnal #1663 of Jerusalem, illustrated
by the well known artist Sargis of Khizan,
in 1601; the first two soldiers are brandishing
their bows, the other soldiers hold swords
or lances, they wear helmets, but instead of
armor they all wear the XVIIth c. Persian
costume. In the inferior half of the
minjature, the dismembered limbs of the
dead lie at the feet of elephants.

These two minijatures imitate in part the
composition of Karapet of Berkri or are
analogous representations, but even the
complete picture gives a very feeble ideal of
the bloody combat described by Yeghisheh.
Four elephants and a few soldiers appear in
Ardashir’s army ‘‘seated as an elevated
observatory, as though they were in an im-

Jerusalem, Armenian Patriarchate, Mss. No. 1916, pp. 436-437
The Persian and Armenian Armies

The first of these is Manuscript #1916 of
Jerusalem, illustrated by Karapet of Berkri
during the second half of the XVth ¢. The
miniature, on a double page (fig. 460)
preceeds the first Hymn devoted to Var-
tanank. The two armies are represented one
against the other. On the left sheet, the Per-
sian soldiers, seated on their elephants, are
dressed in armor and pointed helmets, and
they press their swords against their
shoulders; one of the soldiers holds the
masse to which a sash is attached. The two
men at the head of the army stand out from
the rest by their costume and their arms. The
shape of the helmet is the same, but instead
of armor, they wear the Mongol tunic
draped over their chests, which became
known to Armenian artists after the XIIIth
century. They hold their bows against the
enemy. One of them undoubtedly represents
Ardashir, the ¢hief of the battalions of war-
elephants, and the other, in all probability,
General Mouchkan Niousalavourt. On the
opposite page, a man with a hatchet on his
shoulder, walks in front of the Armenian ar-
my. Vartan is seated on a white horse, a
shield at his right arm, and on the left hand
the sword that he presses against his
shoulder. The horsemen that follow him are
clothed like the Persian soldiers — armor
and pointed helmets — but they are not arm-
ed; only the last soldier holds the Armenian
flag, marked with a cross. The battle itself
takes place in the forefront. Below the Per-
sian army, we see a dead soldier lying on the
ground, with dismembered limbs and
stumps of arms. Below, the Armenian ar-
my, two pairs of horsemen are fighting. The
young soldier, his shield on the back, his
quiver supplied with arrows attached to his
belt, delivers a violent blow to the head of
the horseman brandishing his bow. To the
right another group of two horsemen is seen,
one of whom cuts the other’s head; the face
of the latter resembles that of Vartan, as
seen higher on the same page.

The two armies are represented exactly in
the same manner in the Vienna Hymnal
#189, except that the Armenian horsemen
hold swords or lances. The part showing the
combat also differs. Below the Persian ar-
my we see, apart from the hacked-off limbs
of the dead, two young horsemen who fight
with clubs or maces; below the Armenian
army four soldiers each with one knee on
the groumd, are discharging arrows against
the enemy. In the two other hymnals of
Jerusalem, we only see either one of the two
armies. In mamuscript #1667, illustrated in
1529 in Van by Zakaria the artist, the

pregnable town;”” in place of corpses heaped
up next to one another ‘‘like wood cut in
a forest of cedars,’’ all that is seen is several
corpses and members. It is by means of the
combat of the two pairs of horsemen that
we are led to imagine the violent shock of
the enemy armies and the ardent fury of the
attacks, Representations of the battle of
Vartanank as depicted in Words by
Yeghisheh, are very weak, but on the other
hand, they are not devoid of interest for the
general development of Armenian art.
The illustrations of the Hymnals consist
in general of scenes from the life of Christ
and the Virgin Mary painted at the start of
the canons to which they are dedicated, and
in representations of the saints within the
margins of the canons that celebrate them.
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Jerusalem Mss. No. 1667, Vol. 259
The Armenian Army

During the XVIth c. a scene representing
martyrs sometimes appear at the beginning
of the canon for all martyrs, for instance in
Hymnal #1687 and #2359 of Jerusalem,
copied in 1508 and 1592 consecutively. The
miniatures of the Vartanank differ from
those other pictures in their content. In the
Hymnal illustrated by Karapet of Berkri,
even though the horseman whose head is cut
off represents Vartan, the attention is focus-
ed on the combat and not on the martyrdom
of the leader, similarly the composition has
the characteristic of a pagan scene.

Medieval art is mainly a religious art. Pro-
fane subjects were undoubtedly represented
in princely domains, like the scenes in the

palace of Gagik, described by Thomas Ard-
zrouni. The portraits of the kings or princes
were sculptured at the facades of the chur-
ches they had founded, for example those
of David Saharouni, Gagik Ardzrouni, and
Gagik Pakradouni. The portraits of the
donors, more often in the manuscripts, but

we almost do not possess any old examples
of practically speaking worldly representa-
tions. One of these rare examples is found
in a medical collection #370, in Jerusalem,
where we see two doctors and a patient. The
manuscript dates back to 1294 but the
miniature itself may have originated from
an older work.

The development of profane art attaches
itself to the illustration in the Novel of Alex-
ander. Beginning with the last years of the
XIIIth c., this account learnts an aftermath
in favor when Khatchadour Ketchanetsi and
later Grigoris of Aghtamar and Zakaria,
Bishop of Gnounik, added the ‘‘Kafas’ to
the text of the pseudo-Callisthere. The oldest
illustrated manuscript is #424 from the
library of the Mekhitarist fathers in Venice,
which based on the style of miniatures, may
date back to the XIVth c. Manuscript #473
of Jerusalem, copied in 1536 by Margareh
of Ardjesh was illustrated by Grigoris of
Aghtamar, but it has remained unfinished.
Zakaria, Bishop of Gnounik, who like
Grigoris of Aghtamar was a poet, a scribe
and an artist, has copied and illustrated two
copies of the novel of Alexander. The first,
while he was in Rome, the other in 1544 for
the Patriarch of Constantinople, Asdvad-
zadour (Marchester, John Rylands Library,
No. 3). Hagop of Djoulfa, a student of
Zakaria, has illustrated the manuscript of
Etchmiadzin #782 (Madenataran, #5472).
We also have other illustrated copies of the
Novel of Alexander. The collection of
Hovasap of Sebaste, dating back to 1535,
has a particular bearing in the development
of pagan illustration. Hovasap has not on-
ly illustrated the novel of Alexander included
in his collection (pp. 3-103), but also several
hagiographic accounts, among others the life
of Nerses the Great, having been inspired
from the representation of the Novel. We
see in 3 different miniatures, successively,
the Armenian army commanded by King
Bab and by Moushegh Mamigonian, the
Persian army, under the guidance of
Chapour and Ournair, king of the Alans,

Sirarpi Der Nersessian
Translated by Gilda B. Kupelian

and finally Moushegh’s victory. Thus pagan
art passes from secular works into religious
writings and found its way into religious
works as illustrated in the miniatures of the
Hymnal.

I do not have handy the photographs or
books enabling me to compare the

Jerusalem Mss. No. 1663, P. 658
The Persian Army

miniatures of the Battle of Vartanank,
discussed in this article, with other examples.
Moreover, it is impossible for me to precisely
tell the time when these representations took
place in the Hymnals, because we would
have to study those found in still unpublish-
ed manuscripts. All we can say is that the
first examples have to be prior to the second
half of the XVth c. Karapet of Berkri’s com-
position is a copy where the painter has
forgotten to represent the armaments of the
horsemen. From this point of view the il-
lustrator of the Vienna manuscript seems to
have given a more faithful image of the
model, where we probably see Armenian ar-
ches as seen in the copy dating back to the
XVIIth century.

THE ACTIVITIES OF

““THE LAND AND CULTURE ORGANIZATION"’
IN ADRBADAGAN AND OTHER HISTORICAL AREAS

CO-SpONSOrs

THE PRELACY OF
THE ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH OF AMERICA

THE U.S. COMMITTEE FOR THE
INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF SITES & MONUMENTS
( A UNESCO DEPT))
with the participation of
THE HAMASKAINE CULTURAL ASSOCIATION AND
THE IRANIAN ARMENIAN SOCIETY OF NEW YORK

Specially Invited Guest Speakers from Paris, France
Mr. KEGHAM KEVONIAN
Mr. JIRAIR LOUSSINIAN

¢ Presentation
¢ Slide show

¢ “The restoration project of St. Thaddeus Monastery in Iran’’

a 16 mm. motion picture.

(The lectures will be delivered in English and Armenian)

Washington D.C. Friday, 18th of February.
New Jersey Saturday, 19th of February.
New York Sunday, 20th of February.
Boston Tuesday, 22nd of February

Los Angelos Friday, 25th of February

(Please check your local cummunities for details)

RECEPTION FOLLOWING THE LECTURES

You are cordially invited. Come and bring your friends!

PLANNING COMMITTEE



