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Banquet of the 1982
National
Representative
Assembly Held in
Watertown, Mass.

The annual National Representative As-
sembly Banquet of the Prelacy of the Ar-
menian Apostolic Church of North Ameri-
ca and Canada was held on May 14th at the
Armenian Cultural and Educational Center
of Watertown, MA.

The Banquet Hall was filled with clergy,
delegates, community members and guests.

Seated at the head table were: His Grace,
Bishop Mesrob Ashjian, Prelate; Messrs.
Nersess Chitjian and Shant Harootunian,
Chairmen of NRA; Rev. Armen Ishkhan-
ian and Mrs. Varsenig Cotter, Secretaries of
NRA; Rev. Archpriest Moushegh Der-
Kaloustian, Chairman Religious Council;
Sarkis Teshoian Esq., Chairman of the Ex-
ecutive Council and his graceful wife, Arde-
mis Teshoian; Rev. Archpriest Torkom
Hagopian and Yeritzouhi Hagopian; and
the Chairman of the Board of Trustees of

_the Host Church, Deacon Aram Stepanian
and Mrs. Stepanian.

Mr. Sarkis Teshoian, EmCee of the even-
ing, invited his Grace to give the blessing.
He then introduced the guests seated at the
head table.

On behalf of the host parish, Rev. Arch-
priest Torkom Hagopian, Pastor, and
Deacon Aram Stepanian, Chairman of the
Board, greeted the guests.

A musical interlude was offered by re-
nowned singer, Anahid Changelian, who
was accompanied by her daughter, Nina
Changelian.

This year’s banquet had the honor of a
surprise guest, Mr. John Lakian, who is a
candidate running for the office of governor
in the State of Massachusetts. He entered
the Banquet .Hall with his wife and his
friend, Mr. Albert Papoyan, where he was
greeted by great applause. Mr. Lakian, in
his remarks stressed the importance of Ar-
menian involvement in political affairs and
went on to say that his election would also
be beneficial to the Armenian community.
He appealed to the Massachusetts com-
munity in particular to support him in his
endeavor. Mr. Lakian’s remarks initiated a
warm atmosphere and the invited guests
wished him well in his political activities.

The evening was filled with many moving
and happy surprises.

The first among these was when Rev.
Archpriest Moushegh Der-Kaloustian took
the microphone and after remarking on the
Prelacy’s 25 years of service to the Ameri-
can-Armenian community, called the guests
to recognize an individual who has given
much to the Armenian community from its
days of inception in the U.S., Rev. Arch-
priest Arsen Hagopian of Philadelphia. He
then invited him to the podium and on be-
half of the Executive and Religious Coun-
cils, presented him with a plaque inscribed
with the words: *‘As a token of lgve, respect
and gratitude for all the years of devoted
services and unselfish efforts rendered to
the Armenian church and nation.”’

It is a tradition that those individuals
from the NRA host parish who have given
an examplary service to the Armenian com-
munity and church, be recognized during
this banquet. This year, in the Boston com-
munity the following individuals were
awarded this high acclaim:
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NRA Banquet
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a. Mrs. Helen Vanetzian, presented to the
guests by Dr. John Manuelian.

b. Mr. Krikor Changelian, presented to the
guests by Dr. Varant Hagopian.

¢. Mr. Apraham Megerdichian, presented
to the guests by Mr. Gregory Avedikian.

That moment was particularly moving
when Nazareth Emlikian of the Executive
Council, coming to the podium, on behalf
of His Grace and the Executive Council,
presented Mr. Sarkis Teshoian, Chairman
of the Executive Council and Rev. Arch-
priest Moushegh Der-Kaloustian, Chair-
man of the Religious Council, with two
paintings donated by artist, Megerdich
Margosian. This gest of gratitude was deep-
ly appreciated by both Mr. Teshoian and
Rev. M. Der Kaloustian, who each respec-
tively had served their terms as Chairmen of
the Executive and Religious Councils.

The main event of the evening was the
traditional presentation of the ‘‘Man of the
Year Award.”’

This year, that individual came from
Boston. An individual, who doubly deserved
this award. He is a man who served his com-
munity throughout his life and particularly
in building its educational foundation dur-
ing his years as a teacher in the Cilician Semi-
nary, MR. PUZANT YEGHIAYAN.

The ““Man of the Year’ Mr. Puzant Yeghiayvan
flanked by His Grace Bishop Mesrob Ashjian
and MC Sarkis Teshoian.

Puzant Yeghiayan, undoubtedly is a rare
individual whose outstanding achievements
have enriched the fields of Armenian cul-
ture and education. His multiple talents and
interests have led him to explore in depth
many subjects such as literature, history
and theology amongst others. Although in
constant pursuit of knowledge and new
concepts, he has remained steadfast in his
loyalty to the traditions and truths of his
Armenian heritage. Yeghiayan has been a
fervent and loyal servant to the Armenian
people throughout his lifetime. Mr. Yeghia-
yan, despite his many achievements, con-
tinues to serve his church and community
with modesty and humility.

This year marked the 50th anniversary of
the Theological Seminary of Antelias,
Lebanon. It was also a fitting time to recog-
nize and esteem one of our most committed
professors,and a man who has given much
to the Seminary and its students.

His Grace, Bishop Mesrob Ashjian, pre-
siding over the evening’s Reception, intro-
duced the Man of the Year, Puzant Yeghia-
yan. His Grace enumerated his many
achievements and years of loyal dedication
to the Armenian Church and people.

Invited to the podium, Puzant Yeghiayan
was presented with the Man of the Year
Award by His Grace, Bishop Ashjian. Mr.
Yeghiayan graciously accepted this award,
noting the inner fulfillment and joy he re-
ceived during his years of service, and his
enriching experiences within the Seminary
and Catholicosate.

His Grace brought the Banquet to a close
with his blessings and prayers.
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The Ordination of
Rev. Megerdichian

The Harvest is plentiful, but the laborers
are few; pray therefore the Lord of the
harvest to send out laborers into His
harvest.

(Matt. 9:37)

Even though these words were spoken by
Our Lord while He was yet upon the Earth,
they are no less true today. These words, in
fact, have become a challenge to genera-
tions of young men, as an invitation to be-
come laborers in the Lord’s harvest.

Among young men of Armenian descent
born in America, the challenge has been vir-
tually ignored. That is until recently, when
a young man of vision, courage and great
devotion came forward to meet the chal-
lenge, thus adding a new laborer to aid in
the Lord’s harvest.

Born in Springfield, Mass. on June 23,
1957 to Mariam and Antranig Megerdich-
ian, this young man was given the name of
Megerdich by his parents. He grew up in
Indian Orchard where he obtained his ele-
mentary and secondary education. He also
received there the important religious train-
ing that he, unknown to him at the time,
would need in his future vocation. Just as
he grew in the loving care of his parents, so
too did he grow in spirit in the shadow of
his beloved Church and under the loving
spiritual care of his pastor, Rev. Archpriest
Khachadour Guiragossian of blessed
memory, who first inspired within the
young Megerdich a simple, yet eager willing-
ness to devote his life to God’s service. When
he came of age, Megerdich, like his peers,
enrolled in St. Gregory’s Armenian Lan-
guage School, where he learned of the glori-
ous history and great cultural wealth of his
nation, while simultaneously augmenting
his knowledge of the language he had
learned as an infant upon his mother’s knee.
As a young adolescent, he joined the ranks
of the Armenian Youth Federation of
America and became an active and devoted
member, inter-relating with young people
of his own age throughout the country, thus
giving him first-hand knowledge of the spir-
itual needs and wants of the Armenian-
American youth, a knowledge that will be-
come important and beneficial as he begins
his ministry.

~ All of this, coupled with his growing desire

to serve God and his deep-rooted love for
his people, caused Megerdich to face Qur
Lord’s challenge, meeting it squarely with
unwavering dedication and commitment
which enabled him to leave his parents, his
brother John and his fiancee Sandra for
two years, while he pursued his theological
studies at the Seminary of the Catholicate
of Cilicia in Antelias, Lebanon, where he
was ordained to the diaconate. On his
return from Lebanon, Deacon Megerdich
married his fiancee, the former Sandra
Varadian of Providence, R.I., and was
assigned to assist Rev. Archpriest Torkom
Hagopian, Pastor of St. Stephen’s Arme-
nian Apostolic Church of Greater Boston.
During this period of internship in the
Greater Boston Community, Deacon Meger-
dich was able, thanks to his many years of
service in the AYF, to work closely with the
young people of the parish. He was also
able to gain a great deal of ‘‘hands-on’’ ex-
perience which will become beneficial when
he assumes his own pastorate. More im-
portant, this period in his life gave Deacon
Megerdich the opportunity to work with his
spiritual Father and Prelate, His Grace
Bishop Mesrob Ashjian, under whose guid-
ance and fatherly care, the young deacon
began to carefully prepare himself spiritual-
ly for his impending ordination.

On Saturday evening and Sunday morn-
ing of May 15 and 16, this young man, born
in America, educated in America and raised
up in the Armenian-American Community,
was ordained a Priest for the Armenian
Apostolic Church of America and named
the Pastor of Holy Cross Armenian Apos-
tolic Church of Troy, New York, as well as
for St. John the Baptist Armenian Aposto-
lic Church of Syracuse, New York. During
the solemn, moving service, performed at
St. Stephen’s Armenian Apostolic Church
of Greater Boston by His Grace Bishop
Mesrob Ashjian, Deacon Megerdich, was
renamed Der Khachig in honor of the dedi-
cated and truly devoted Armenian Clergy-
man, Rev. Archpriest Khachadour Guira-
gossian, who had baptized him and planted
within him the first seeds of love toward the
Armenian Church. His Grace was assisted
during the ordination ceremony by Very
Rev. khajag Hagopian, Rev. Archpriest
Torkom Hagopian and Rev. Fr. Antranig
Baljian.

(Continued on page 5)
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The National Representative
Assembly Convenes In
Watertown, MA

UiltpfoipmSony Upgplbuwt Upbebybul Rbdf ke Suwbmmgfe Qggugpis Epbugfoublyos dogndp
whiquidihpp Nenfdppuncyp U. Ynbpubne Ghbybgeng dnompf

The Religious Conference and the Na-
tional Representative Assembly of the East-
ern Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic
Church of America and Canada, convened
in the St. Stephen’s Armenian Apostolic
Church in Watertown, MA from May
11-14th, 1982. The Prelate, His Grace
Bishop Mesrob Ashjian, presided over the
convention in which over 85 clergy and lay
delegates took part.

Tuesday, May 11th was devoted entirely
to the Religious Conference held in the St.
Stephen’s Church Hall. Participating in the
conference were 20 Reverend Fathers, rep-
resenting Prelacy parishes. Morning and
evening periods of meditation and prayer
were part of the day’s schedule. The Con-
ference was officially opened at 9:30 a.m.
with the remarks of His Grace, Bishop Ash-
jian, and a word of welcome by Archpriest
Torkom Hagopian, Pastor of the St.
Stephen’s Church, following which the
Tivan was formed with Rev. Sahag Andek-
ian as Chairman and Rev. Archpriest Sem-
pad Der Mksian as Secretary.

His Grace, Bishop Ashjian in his address,
mentioned the important —activities held
during the past year, and stressed the duties
and obligations of the Armenian clergy in
serving to expound the word of the Bible
and in performing with dedication the spi-
ritual tasks and responsibilities placed upon
them, and emphasized the importance of
parish and Prelacy support and coopera-
tion. He then elaborated on the main topic
of the Conference.

The Annual Report of the Religious
Council was read by Rev. Antranig Baljian,
Secretary of the Council. Other church and
liturgical matters were also subject of the
Conference’s deliberations.

The main topic of discussion however
was the ‘‘Sacrament of Holy Matrimony”’
presented by:

P A
1. Rev. Archpriest Mesrob Tashjian: ““The
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony in the
Old and New Testaments”’.

2. Rev. Archpriest Gorun Shrikian: ““The
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony in our
Modern Society’’.

3. Rev. Antranig Baljian: ‘‘Burning Is-
sues Related to Holy Matrimony”’,

4. Rev. Khoren Habeshian: ‘‘Holy Mat-
rimony and the Armenian Society’’.

Following the presentations, a discussion
was held on the implementation of the Sac-
rament of Holy Matrimony in Orthodox,
Catholic and Evangelical churches. Special
emphasis was placed on Armenian Church
canons in regard to mixed marriages and a
decision was passed to further study the
matter of establishing pre-marital education
to secure a better understanding in our
youth of the Holy Sacrament of Marriage.
Their life in a permissive society often over-
shadows church principles and their Ar-
menian traditional values.

* % *

The National Representative Assembly
convened on Wednesday, May 12th, 1982
at 2:30 p.m. in the Church Hall of the St.
Stephen’s Armenian Apostolic Church of
Watertown, MA. The Prelate formally
opened the meeting with the Lord’s prayer
and invited the eldest delegate, Mr. Shavarsh
Bedrossian and the youngest, Dr. Arsen
Michaelian to act as Chairman and Secre-
tary respectively of the temporary Tivan.

The Pastor of the Host Church, Rev.

Archpriest Torkom Hagopian and on be-
half of the Board of Trustees, Deacon
Aram Stepanian, welcomed the Delegates.
Following their remarks, the meeting pro-
ceeded with scheduled activities.

After the Roll Call, the Credentials Com-
mittee was formed comprised of: Messrs.
Haigaz Megerdichian, Vahe Amirian and
Albert Sarkissian. Elected to the Nominating
Committee were: Archpriest Arsen Hagop-
ian, Mr. Albert Sarkissian, Dr. Ara Michael-
ian, Mr. Vahan Der Asadourian and Mr.
Onnic Petrossian.

After the formation of the Credentials
and Nominating Committees, the perma-
nent Tivan was elected as follows: Chair-
men; Mr. Shant Haratunian and Mr. Ner-
ses Chitjian. Secretaries; Rev. Armen Ish-
khanian and Mrs. Varsenig Cotter.

The Convention then rose to hear the
telegram sent by the Catholicos of the Holy
See of Cilicia:

““Bishop Mesrob Ashjian
President
National Representative Assembly

We extend to you and all the members
of the NRA our fatherly blessings and
heartfelt wishes for a session of enlightened
deliberations. May this session also be a
time of renewed spirit of love and dedica-
tion to our beloved people of America.
May God strengthen you in all your serv-
ices motivated by your zeal aimed at the
promotion of Christian and National life
of our people in faithful continuation of
our Armenian heritage with new and en-
riching achievements. With fatherly love,

Khoren I Catholicos of the
Holy See of Cilicia
Karekin IT Co-Adjutor Catholicos
of the Holy See of Cilicia”’

Congratulatory telegrams were also re-
ceived from His Grace, Bishop Yeprem
Tabakian of the Western Prelacy and other
individuals.

Upon the request of His Grace, Bishop
Ashjian, prayers were said for the deceased
clergy: Very Rev. Barouyr Ekmekjian; Rev.
Yervant Yeretzian, and delegates of the
Armenian Apostolic Church.

At the start of the meeting, the Chairman
welcomed guests of the Convention and
those delegates who were newly elected or
re-elected to represent their individual com-
munities.

Rev. Antranig Baljian, Secretary of the
Religious Council and Mr. Onnic Marash-
ian, Secretary of the Executive Council
presented the Annual reports of the Reli-
gious and Executive Councils respectively.

The second session of the NRA convened
at 8:00 p.m. at which time Mr. Sarkis Tesho-
ian, Chairman of the Executive Council
and His Grace, Bishop Mesrob Ashjian,
Prelate, delivered their messages. Mr.
Teshoian, in his remarks stressed the im-
portance of Parish/Prelacy support and
cooperation and identified the principles
that should guide the unity efforts of the
Armenian Apostolic Church. The confer-
ence received Mr. Teshoian’s address with
standing ovation.

His Grace, Bishop Ashjian in his remarks
indicated that the year 1982 marks the 25th
Anniversary of the establishing of the Pre-
lacy under the jurisdiction of the Catholicos-
ate of Cilicia. He brought to attention the
important role the Prelacy has played in the

(Continued on page 4)

next six years.

1982 by A.N.E.C.

Puple Name

Melkon Der Melkonian
Sirarpi Joukakelian
Simon Piliguian

Sarkis Jamgochian
Armen Voskerichian

Sebouh Karakashian
Shant Karakashian
Loraine Serabian

Simon Bardizbanian
Sosse Bedrosian

Minas Shirozian

Veronica Kazanjian

Nora Ayvazian
Tania Donikian
Claudia Khachigian
Christine Sarian

Carl Paul Jacobs

Eric Avedisian

Kristen Derderian
Abraham Kassamanian

Diana Kundakian
Marie Bodouchian

Lorig Der Meksian
Carol Kalvonjian
Clara Mahdasian
Vahan Mahdasian

Stephanie Mesrobian
Rachel Rafaelian

Nazaret Darakjian
Sona Garabedian
Nanor Misserlian
Saro Teghrarian

Rose Mary Baghdasarian
Shakeh Shamlian

Gilda Balian
Sonia Bonjoukian
Martha Mensoyan

Sylvia Boloian
Sonia Vartabedian

Mark Abradjian
Maral Yerkatian

Hagop Balikjian
Emilie Jarandeh
Helen Thomasian

Loosin Kinosian
Ani Tchaghlasian

Administers

F Armenian National Education Committee

Lillian Maksudian School Awards

by Hourig Papazian-Sahagian
ANEC Executive-Coordinator

School Name & Address

St. Hagop Day School
Victor Dore
Montreal, Quebec, Canada

ANEC Siamanto Academy
138 E. 39 Street, N.Y., N.Y.

Ararat School Seniors
Middletown, N.J.

St. Illuminator Day School
69-23 47th Avenue
Woodside, N.Y.
Haigazian School

8701 Ridge Avenue
Philadelphia, Pa.

Mesrobian Sat. School
Granite City, Ill.

A.R.S. Day School
19310 Ford Road
Dearborn, MI

St. Illuminator Saturday
School

69-23 47th Avenue
Woodside, N.Y.

A.R.S. Marzbed School
4100 Newman Road
Racine, Wisconsin

Mourad Saturday School
402 Broadway
Providence, R.I.

Nareg Saturday School
461 Bergen Blvd.
Ridgefield, N.J.

St. Sarkis Saturday School
Bayside, N.Y.

St. Stephen’s Sat. School
47 Nichols Avenue
Watertown, Mass.

St. Gregory Sat/Sun.
School

148 Main Street

N. Andover, Mass.

A.R.S. School of Hamilton
770 Main Street
Hamilton, Ont. Canada

Hamasdegh Sat/Sun School
4906 Flint Drive
Chevy Chase, MD

Arm. Day School of N.J.
817 River Road
New Milford, N.J.

A valuable collection of rare coins of ancient and medieval Armenia was donated to the
Eastern Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of North America and Canada, in the
Spring of 1981, by William and Robert Maksudian in memory of their sister, Lillian Mak-
sudian-Tutunjian. The coin collection was designated specifically for Armenian school
students enrolled in the Armenian National Education Committee’s Saturday and Day
School system; thirty-six deserving students received awards at that time. The second an-
nual awards of the Maksudian collection for 1982 were announced on May 15, 1982.

The Maksudian brothers, in honoring the memory of their sister Lillian, wish to promote
and encourage scholarship in the Armenian language and culture among Armenian-
American youths, who have distinguished themselves in at least two years of Armenian
studies. No fewer than thirty and no more than fifty coins will be awarded each year for the

The bulk of the collection of rare coins, valued at around $30,000 has been entrusted to
the Armenian National Education Committee for the purposes of administering the
recipient selection process. Candidates for awards are initially recommended by their own
teachers, principals and administrators. Final selection is made by an appointed sub-com-
mittee of A.N.E.C. members. It is specified that award candidates must be under twenty-
one years of age and citizens of the United States or Canada.

The Maksudian Award coin collection consists of 329 coins. Thirteen are from the Ar-
taxiad Dynasty; 286 are from the Medieval Cilician period. Each coin is contained in its
own numbered envelope. There is also a written record of each coin, identifying it within
the collection, naming the king who struck it, noting the denomination of the coin, the
kind of metal used, as well as its approximate market value. The remainder of the collec-
tion will be retained by the Prelacy and placed on exhibition.

The value of each coin awarded is proportional to the achievement of the recipient; who
was graded on a point scale system. It is the firm conviction of A.N.E.C. that no matter
what the value might be of any of the coins, it represents a precious link with our people’s
past, and must therefore be cherished as a prized possession and legacy for the heirs of the
Maksudian Award winners.

The following students have been awarded the Lillian-Tutunjian Maksudian Awards for

Teachers’ Names

Mrs. A. Eloian

Dr. Steve Checkosky

Miss Zabel Ajemian

Miss Zemroukhd Markarian

Ms. Vartouhi Goumrikian

Rev. Khoren Habeshian
Yeretzgin Berjouhi Habeshian

Rev. Khoren Habeshian

Miss Kari Arvanigian

Mrs. Azaduhi Zahregian

Mrs. Armine Mahdasian

Mrs. Margaret Nalbandian

Ms. Sossy Mouradian
Mr. Vannes Hagopian
Ms. Esther Garabedian

Mrs. Sirpuhi Mark
Mrs. Sirpuhi Mark

Mrs. Shakeh Hagopian
Mrs. Shakeh Hagopian
Ms. Dania Derderian

Mr. Tom Vartabedian
Mr. Tom Vartabedian

Mrs. Aida Mahdesian
Ms. Margo Abradjian

Mrs. Zabel Sabounjian
Ms. Marie Najarian
Ms. Marie Najarian

Mrs. Hermine Menakian
Mrs. Vartanoush Hairanian



The Armenian
National Education
Committee Sponsors
Double Festivals of
Armenian Schools in
N.Y.-N.J. & Mid-West

by Hourig Papazian-Sahagian
ANEC Executive-Coordinator

The Armenian National Education Com-
mittee (A.N.E.C.) Armenian Schools Fes-
tivals took place on April 4 in Ridgefield,
N.J. and on May 8 in Glenview, Illinois.
The N.Y.-N.J. metropolitan area schools
festival represented a 2nd annual event,
while the Mid-West festival was a historic
first.

Dressed in their school colors and with
flags and banners flying, the 300 students of
N.Y.-N.J. schools marched into the audi-
torium of Sts. Vartanantz Church in the
following sequence:

A.N.E.C. Siamanto Academy, New York

Ararat Sat. School, Middletown, N.J.

Ararat Sat. School, Senior Div.,
Middletown, N.J.

Armenian Day School of New Milford, N.J.

Nareg Sat. School, Sts. Vartanants Church,
Ridgefield, N.J.

St. Tlluminator Day School, Woodside, N.Y.

St. Illuminator Saturday School,
Woodside, N.Y.

St. Mesrob Saturday School, Rockland
County, N.Y.

St. Sarkis Saturday School, Bayside, N.Y.

Preparation for the ‘“‘Paradon was the
responsibility of the Festival ’82 Steering
Committee, comprised of school representa-
tives, under the Chairmanship of Mr. John
S. Agulian. Mrs. Hourig Papazian-
Sahagian, Executive Coordinator of ANEC,
coordinated all Festival activities as well as
directed the choral portions of the program.

The ““twin’’ event in Chicago brought to-
gether 200 students from 3 mid-western
states, Wisconsin, Illinois and Michigan,
under the roof of the newly-built church
halls of the All Saints Church of Glenview,
.

A.R.S. Marzbed Armenian School; Racine,
Wisconsin

A.R.S. Zavarian Armenian School; Detroit,
Michigan

St. Paul Sat./Sun. School; Waukegan,
Illinois

Daniel Varoujan Armenian School;
Glenview, Illinois

The Chicago Festival Steering Committee
was under the Co-Chairmanship of Ani and
Siragan Kerkonian. The Festival Chorus
was under the baton of Maestro Manoog
Ghazarian.

As the ‘‘Super Hantes”’ day and evening
got under way, all Festival Schools present-
ed performances of folk dance, recitation
or theatridals. The combined school choruses
filled thé air between N.J. and Chicago
with sweet music.

In the N.J.-N.Y. Festival, the A.N.E.C.
Siamanto Academy students, under the
direction of head-master Dr. Steve Checko-
sky, organized and conducted the popular
Quiz Game show. The Chicago Quiz Show
was prepared and presented by the A.R.S.
Marzbed School of Racine, Wisconsin, un-
der the direction of Mrs. Mary Shamshoian
Olson. At both festivals, twenty teen age
students were divided into teams and twen-
ty questions were put to them. Each correct
answer brought forth wild cheering as the
audience roared its approval.

His Grace, Bishop Mesrob Ashjian at-
tended both festivals. In his closing re-
marks, His Grace commended the parents
in the audience for not allowing the daily
assaults on their Armenian identity to deter
them from educating their children in Ar-
menian schools. Then turning directly to
the students, His Grace asked them to re-
peat a battle-cry; which rose to a crescendo
and echoed in the distant Chicago Festival,
as 500 youthful voices affirmed, ‘‘HAI
ENK, YEV HAI GE MNANK!"”’ (‘*“We are
Armenian, and will remain Armenian!).

They were Festivals to remember. Fes-
tivals of pride in the accomplishments of
our youth, Festivals of pride in Armenian
schools, teachers and parents. Everyone
agreed that the energy, enthusiasm and ex-
citment generated by the twin Festivals of
1982, will cause the students to remember
how sweet it is to grow up Armenian in
Armenian Schools!
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diaspora life of the American-Armenians,
and urged them to continue their loyal sup-
port of the See of Cilicia, an institution that
has been so instrumental in the formation
of the Prelacy community. In discussing
church unity, His Grace paraphrased one of
the greatest presidents of the United States
of America, Abraham Lincoln, who one
hundred and twenty years ago, in his second
State of the Union Message said: ‘‘We can-
not escape history. We of this Assembly will
be remembered in spite of ourselves. The
trial through which we pass will light us
down in honor or dishonor to the latest
generation. Let it be said of us that we, too
did not fail: that we, too, worked together,
to bring our church through difficult times.”’

In his message, His Grace discussed ideals,
goals and new horizons that the Armenian
Apostolic Church wants to venture upon to
maintain the continuing prosperity of the
Armenian community. He extensively dis-
cussed the general crisis the Armenian
Church is passing through, proposing that
we should direct our attention solely on

finding ways and means to attract and reach
out to the Armenian youth of today and the
Armenian generation of tomorrow; to seek
and find a Christian life which is the basis
for Christian living; and to designate the
coming years as an era of Christian Educa-
tion.

The third session of the NRA convened
on Thursday, May 13th at the ACEC Cen-
ter at 9:30, following the morning Compline
Service. After approving the reports of the
Religious Council and the Executive Coun-
cil, the delegates were grouped into five
Panels: (1) Armenian Affairs; (2) Religious
Education and Religious Matters; (3) Con-
stitutional Affairs; (4) Finance, Budget and
Audit, and (5) Auxiliary Bodies. Each
Panel had a Chairman and a Facilitator
who presented a position paper. This system
has been adopted to help deliberation of
Panel topics and the formation of resolu-
tions.

Church Unity

Among the most important topics on the
Convention’s Agenda was the question of
Armenian Church Unity in America, a
question which has been discussed for 12
years and now is nearing a possible solution.

The Interdiocesan Committees of both
the Diocese of Etchmiadzin and the Pre-
lacy, during six sessions held in 1981-1982,
had introduced changes in the unity plan
approved by this NRA in 1977 in Montreal.
This agreement did not stress the basic steps
of cooperation, but rather, presented a
general time scale which would be a guide in
working towards ultimate unity.

During the two evening sessions of Thurs-
day, May 13th, this question was closely ex-
amined and deliberated upon. Finally, a
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vote was taken with 62 pro, and 22 against
e ———————
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and one vote in blank. Thus it was decided
that the Unity Clause was officially accepted
by the National Representative Assembly.

This resolution will be presented in depth
in further articles.

Elections

The Auditing Committee was elected
comprised of: Messrs. Stepan Stepanian,
Antranig Toumaian, Vahe Amirian and
Bedros Tashjian as alternate,

The new Executive and Religious Coun-
cils were elected with a secret ballot. Elected
on the Religious Council were: Rev. Arch-
priest Arsen Hagopian, Rev. Archpriest
Moushegh Der Kaloustian and Rev. Khoren
Habeshian.

Elected on the Executive Council were:
Carl Chakmakian, Nerses Chitjian, Onnic
Marashian, Onnic Petrossian, Harry Dom-
balagian, Nazareth Emlikian and Stepan
Piligian. -

Elected as World Delegates were: Dr.
John Manuelian (re-elected), Mr. Vahakn
Hovnanian (re-elected) and Mr. Michael
Haratunian (re-elected).

During the Religious Conference Mr. John Lakian, candidate for the Governorship of the State of
Massachusetts together with H.G. Bishop M. Ashjian, Mr. A. Papayantz and the Clergy.

Election of the Prelate

According to the Constitution and By-
Laws of the Prelacy, the Prelate is elected
for a term of four years. His Grace, Bishop
Ashjian, having terminated his four years
of service, election of the Prelate was an
Agenda item. The voting members had, in
their hands, a slate of new candidates pro-
posed by the Catholicoi of the Holy See of
Cilicia. The results of the secret ballot were:

His Grace, Bishop Mesrob Ashjian
76 votes out of 79
V. Rev. Khajag Hagopian
1 vote out of 79
V. Rev. Yeghishe Manjikian
0 votes
2 blank votes

During the election, His Grace left the
Church Hall to seek privacy in the Parish
House until a delegation of lay and clergy
informed him of his re-election. As guests
and delegates gathered in the St. Stephen’s
Church, His Grace, accompanied by the
clergy, entered the Church and with the
singing of the ‘‘Hrashapar’’ was led to the
altar. After the canonical prayers, His
Grace addressed the congregants thanking
them for the confidence they had placed in
him, and expressing his willingness to once
again carry the ‘“burning rob’’ on his shoul-
ders. He prayed for the well-being of the
Catholicos of Etchmiadzin, the Catholicoi
of the Holy See of Cilicia and the Armenian
Church, and re-affirmed his commitment
to serve the Armenian Church, to guard the
Armenian language and to stand by the
rights of the Armenian people.

Following this brief and moving service,
the congregants returned to the Church
Hall where His Grace accepted congratu-
lations from the delegates and guests.

The last session of the NRA was devoted
to unforeseen questions, and the meeting
came to its conclusion with the closing prayer
of His Grace Bishop Ashjian, who thanked
all the members for their participation,
commenting that the labors of the Execu-
tive Council should now be focused in the
Direction of bringing a new vitality, new
spirit and new vision into the life of the Pre-
lacy.
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“Discovery’’ the

Theme of Prelacy’s

Youth Retreat

Today’s youth is seeking meaningful reli-
gious experiences. They are asking questions
about life, about who they are, their iden-
tity, where they belong. The Armenian Re-
ligious Education Council (A.R.E.C.) of
the Prelacy planned its first retreat for teen-
agers with these issues in mind.

The retreat took place at Camp Neumann
in Philadelphia. A total of eighteen students
and six adults from the New York, New
Jersey, Philadelphia, and Washington areas
attended the three-day week-end.

Friday evening’s activities began with an
enjoyable supper hosted by St. Gregory the
INluminator Church of Philadelphia. Later
that evening everyone introduced themselves
and Rev. Arsen Hagopian extended the best
wishes of the Board of Trustees and his own
for a successful retreat.

A special compline service was conducted
by Rev. Arsen Hagopian with the participa-
tion of the retreat attendants.

Saturday’s events began with a Bible
study preparation on ‘“‘God’s Love’’ after
which Mr. John Bashian, a member of the
A.R.E.C., and Sunday School teacher of
Sts. Vartanantz Arm. Apost. Church of New
Jersey, offered a message on ‘‘Discovering
God’s Love.”” Mr. Bashian then continued
with personal experiences and quotations
from the Scriptures regarding God’s love
and that this love was ultimately manifested
through His Son Jesus Christ.

After lunch there was free time during
which some of the group rested, or played
basketball, or went to Peddler’s Village for
shopping.

In the afternoon Mr. Nazareth Emlikian,
Treasurer of the Prelacy’s Executive Coun-
cil, gave a very informative lecture on
““Discovering Your Heritage.”” Mr. Emlik-
ian gave a summary of the history of the
Armenian Apostolic Church since its foun-
dation. He added, ‘‘Now it is our responsi-
bility to keep the faith and pass it on to our
next generation.”’

Later that evening Bible study passages
were reviewed and discussed. The discussion
was led by Miss Aghavni Arslanian, Direc-
tor of the Prelacy Christian Education
Department, who also covered the topic
““Discovering Yourself.”” Miss Arslanian
concluded that discovering oneself is a
process and the more we discover God’s
love and our heritage, the more we will dis-
cover who we are in God’s plan for our lives.

Throughout the day the students were
taught Sharagans and hymns. Mr. Vahe
Hagopian, Sunday School teacher of St.
Gregory the Illuminator Arm. Apost.
Church of Philadelphia, and Mr. John
Bashian accompanied the group on their
guitars, which made the singing even more
enjoyable and lively.

The day culminated in a special activity in
which the group stood holding hands in a
circle around one lit candle representing
Jesus Christ. With the lights dimmed, each
one was asked to turn to the person to the
left and to tell them that they were loved
and to mention one thing which they liked
about that person.

On Sunday morning the group went to
St. Gregory the Illuminator Arm. Apost.
Church of Philadelphia, attended the Bada-
rak and partook in the communion which
brought the retreat to its climax.

Rev. Hagopian directed his sermon to the
retreat participants saying that by taking
part in this retreat, they were trying to say
that they will be the faithful stewards of the
Church, and that this is a great responsi-
bility. He concluded saying, ‘‘Our hope is
that you have come to an awareness of
God’s love for you and yours for Him; as
this was the main focus of this retreat.”’

After Mass, the retreat participants had
a delicious breakfast hosted graciously by
the Ladies Guild of the St. Gregory the
Illuminator Armenian Apostolic Church.

The participants said goodbye to each
other around 1:00 p.m. looking forward to
the next retreat. They were all very en-
thusiastic and appreciative. The joy of
making new friends and having a very
memorable experience could be seen on
their happy faces.

The Armenian Religious Education
Committee (A.R.E.C.), very encouraged
with this successful retreat, plans to have
similar retreats for other parishes under the
jurisdiction of the Prelacy in the Fall of
1982.
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Ordination

(Continued from page 2)

In his inspiring and moving sermon, His
Grace quoted God’s commission to the
Prophet Ezekiel and addressed it to the new-
ly ordained Priest: I have made thee a watch-
man unto the house of Israel’’, pointing out
that in modern times, too much emphasis
has been put upon the ““priestly’’ role of the
clergy rather than the prophetic, exhorting
Fr. Khachig that he, too, must, like Ezekiel,
become a watchman, a prophet, warning
against evil ways that men might be led to
salvation and righteousness in the eyes of
God. His Grace prayed that Fr. Khachig’s
service to God and the Armenian Church
might be fruitful and inspiring.

Following the ordination Service, a testi-
monial Banquet was held for Fr. Khachig in
the St. Stephen’s Church Hall, during
which speeches were made by Board of
Trustee members from Indian Orchard, the
community where Fr. Khachig was raised;
Boston, in whose Church he had served;
Providence, where Yeretzgin Sandra had
grown up, and Troy, his newly assigned first
parish. Fr. Khachig was also presented with
a number of gifts: Rev. Fr. Antranig Baljian
presented him with a Chalice on behalf of
the St. Gregory Armenian Church Com-
munity of Indian Orchard; Rev. Archpriest
Torkom Hagopian presented him with a
Hand-Cross on behalf of the St. Stephen’s
Parish of Greater Boston, and His Grace
Bishop Mesrob Ashjian presented him with
the Hand-Cross of his namesake, Rev.
Archpriest Khachadour Guiragossian, on
behalf of the Guiragossian family.

In his youthfulness, Fr. Khachig brings to
our diocese an envigorating sense of ener-
getic zeal and enthusiasm, which, coupled
with his innate knowledge of the needs of
the Armenian-American community, es-
pecially the youth, his firm grounding in the
faith of the Armenian Church and his
humility, patience and eagerness to serve,
portends long years of active and fruitful
service to the Armenian Apostolic Church
of America.

We pray that Fr. Khachig’s commitment
to his Church and his people will serve as an
example to other young Armenian-Ameri-
cans who seek to labor in the Lord’s harvest.
May Our Lord bless and guide him, granting
him the courage, dedication and wisdom to
become a good shepherd to his flock and a
laborer without shame in the Lord’s harvest.

Rev. Fr. Antranig Baljian

Catholicos Letter

(Continued from page 1)
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Seminar
(Continued from page 5)

Zusilurg s dwpfp dusbumlyfrg Sungnspiipp Y unpy Uppusgumts Zop Sl dpuunfi

quwlunnky ppbhy qréngnofpilp pig-
2 Qg pyqmg i

bptglpts Updsfpul Gpppebul Sppnyp-
Pu, ke Pupmnequpniif® Spl— QL

0[1'1Lll.l‘/ u- l}l.uul.u[uounl_4[1b 4‘[1 b'LUilOF
aL U[lanW&Fluilul/llOllﬂL</7‘ JOI}HLW&WTﬁP
ke fudpugpp’ Sply- Uyppo Punfrusghut :
pubiE bmp Lun qkppb pilhbpocffbwd
/’pl?ilg u.lllil [I[lluLnLileilbanil ”[1 zwag‘
brkiy:

F- IlJ.ULILlI[IlOuIIL4/IiI 4‘[1 0[11}« ,0'4'[1/1 zt—
dpifoptey Lwppy' «Qpps Mefpdble Pobw-
[JELn»ﬁ lILuiu.uilg JLuLﬂnLll 6’[111“.1_[1[17.:&[1 erlu—
frq pudwidnctiph: Opg- L4dpyfps phg-
grapdnchibnfFhwig Jwufls ybyinbg Luph-
cnpnuffpctp Lfbbkpo  Pwonelg o fbwl
pulbpuy bl Fudwhwlulpy Swpgbpne JEP

"L[Tul@.‘lilz[lLlT l}luuul/llounLﬂbilt bm@,
LbF"L 5I1L5LUF17[11LI& [ll"['l l/.LnLll4nll_l1Lp[lLiIE
pEUy wpfunnmlipubpne wmddwlhibbpp
ll[ll.llﬂplL’lllllnLLlla’ unG UAwfanr}wpwilﬁ
Sphbwby dpncfbwh wabpe nplpiibpnc
qnlzll‘;“ 4w1/'1uzl.n1_1f1.u[1£ lelI'lﬂLiILllanbgu.lL:

Vbplwikipp  kpbp  funidpbpne  poud-
L"Lbywil’ me Lrulbl'llrl.llFLllF bl_ ll[1U1FLllg
ybpugnd ubpunbghl Qupg dp bfpoftbp frlig-
Jﬁanw& U.n_wlll.ug 971@[1 Lu10—31 4"—'—
duptbpoe JE, wke' Up. Sagpp Qup-
ll.ln_ill:['E‘ ‘/[lznl_lu& u- llnpilﬂu J‘F 27—31‘
Zn.nz[lf~ d-ﬂ 6—8, beu~ "-11 4Lulfl.u[1—
1}/7[1 ”l"Ller[‘l"L Lunlugilnpll_ilbpzl 4‘[’2[‘
Sty Uwyddfpisk Umbipuwbibwt, Lhe Gnp-
ebu, Spl Uwpp Swpumupbuwt, flewy foisfy—
Pruti, b Opg. Unpuw Ubpdbpbuh, Sp-
lwmbl(ﬁ[lwl/til‘ U‘ouuul_n[n.uu[tu qu"L JLLIJ
funpSppudncfficip be [hjugpnfdfbib-
rp” wldpp fbpan

Uogus®  Uppugqul Zuypp  Swilugpby

drmwlngnefFhebbbpnd:
ppbu:
Uppuwquts Zop wmqoffprny: Ukphuwibpp
SEhubguwh' fpkhy wyfumnwlppl ke gh-
[1[12' 4mil!f4‘lll Llln_l-l-lLbl LHL/IF"LL"[T me li_/7—
lﬂulqgﬂLﬁbqul 2!!1[1 ‘ﬂbu[ll#"l{ bL l[ﬁn_w—
Guscro o [Py :

ne
Srewe
'nLrlllangLuil

[~

.

U.nru2%Nrm:
UMrRLO0v LU.3Me

Shern3hfeh ULL

Owpuft, Uwypu 1, 1982-p, wwpphp
[Fewl Swduwp

Uppronpliwt Sbp oy dwtbibpncy Sbp-
ebey Quy pupngp, fppognyneftbudp ke
Pl 8pgpth JE: be wyu ppudjubn-
StBpnypfp Jusyri b fugqidulbpubyne
Pluwh wilpudbym bpoffuljwl JpPagib-
re:

u'/ll lullﬁpﬂl{‘ ‘j‘lllllilulL"[’ 4[1th[1 "Lll—
Ilnl_u.lb' 4‘[1 la'ln/'/vu Uruugirnlﬂl. q'b[12~ S'
Ubuprg U. Guo- UySbwbpls, fp Sosfeur—
Luu_nan[;EullfF bL ilb[’qlllJﬂl_ﬁblulfF‘

Yopy - Uppuquts uypp Sp@pnypff du-
prqulJ"Lﬂ[lLilE bL 0[1I1Lluil ilbpzilzﬂl_lll(’
ﬂ/’LiIE ll.l[l(/‘bL"le_lnll‘ lllilﬂp znl_pg, q_nL[T—
?"L[Inm LnL[I[’"LL"”I{ bL U/Ip"ll‘ F"ln[’—
Lblnl_ llan‘ nl_illigl.uil [rpbilg SJES b Fulpb—
?angbblnll 57,000 u1nlu111[1 TnLLI‘LLIp le:
3‘.” l1 U"L llll”blllil :

£ Unep r

8[”2’1[1’1_ l.lllllllLOm’ lﬂbIlLﬂJiI U' Uprﬁu
blhbqbgeny J89, Yepy- Uppwqut Quypp
bl_ UYL ll-lLl‘1L11 llil.lllnzll.lﬁ[l elupnll JE:
Phutig  Upmguis Quypp, bibgbyeny Lp-

Uy wnfbpe, $opy - Uppuqut Suypp fp
sy dust ke opSuncflwh fuoupfl SEY,
zw‘/llwllwi: u:lwu-uu—
uuuq_[n.ul[wil LqWJpwpil/:anit 1.[[11.11'/, <<n/1nz[—

IlJ.up({nLlﬁlenLil 3

.Fnuwllwil l/‘nllnllnl_plljl 4‘[1 4/71/‘7.11”1.1[4‘”, npm

Ilwlliﬁuu_npbg z:.u‘[llulllulfl Luillll.u[u Fu.lfu.ullﬂ
b JES Zuu[lnz[ J'E llb[nnbg Uzu[ruuu[uuulw—
m/v Luiufnn_miu.ulﬁ Ju.uzﬁwiuulla»:
StBpoghloh Sugmeftbuts Smgppts SEY b
[7‘”['6"”[7&[7[4_ L‘m@ Lfbp ull.l.ll.l[b[lnLil IIWLZE’
Mpy - Uppuquits Qwypp dbpugupduwe pp
ull.llll.ﬂoilullllbll[lil:

4-0-U-PUNVEPEULD
UUUBVUAPR DY
25-b.Utu.ur

llﬁ[nu‘[/f. 8 lfllq[lu 1982—/1i1‘ U‘nbﬂ[rbu—
th 2 ULV Yuidp wpuwlpti JE, wbiqh
ﬂLilbgLul_ Z.O.U'./; U‘nbﬂpfmlﬁ et~
Speqpte  LplbuwngpncfFhut  25-wdbulf
epbq  mobuwlunnupac Pl Sndfwba-
copocffbudp Pbdfu Unuflopg' Hip, -
S Ubupnig U bugu- UpSbulp:

Cocpp 650 Lbphuwibp, Elwd bpY Gu-
Trpehby  qualugne ke
$:0-U-p muppisbpne pupbpup wypos-
smarlipl ne bncfpredp’ oy hbwlph wyy be
gy wonpupbgbbpnch JEY Ubppniwd

Quilnghuncfthut  jupmmgppp  fwpky
ursBusbpgf wnbbubunci i Ll

2:0-Ue-p wrnwplynftbuwt ke Unifd—
rhufp Juobwbpeg il mupnd wyfrasmedp-
Whpne qbpny ne ghwSwmneday Swiigbs
bl b wpmwymypinokyut Sp4pt Ui-
[usgpbuiap be Sphpy Upbwobwly: Suy-
wmagpf Jww g fugdlp ke pibodpad
surenpurninnwd fEYqudip wunlbp dpy ap
bp veplhuymgilp $-0-U-~p grpéniiibne-
Phebpy yngmdp, nbuppp ke wqugugf
wiess Qs [ Bubipp :

Urufinpy Uppuquss Quypp, fp ogfo,-
bfp frovpft L9 qluwlmnky, junnljumybo
snwpriwd wpfuunnubipp b yng neqpby, np
Quiy hpp, pusubu juSaps Sbp wppundn—
Phwt puffugpplt, qupaciull fuligbl,
Qusyusqus S quurtsddasls S pls ke ot p—
bhprd wnwlfl gpdbpnct fpuy: Lo-
pbrnphbuwl wuyduihbpne be gdmimpne-

Lljlul4u.lu'lbll1L

wurggb bl FwnwlignFbuby be pob
binp Swhippuwlullibpp SEfbgut fuwb—
I}l‘ll{lull”Llllb’ bl_ L[bpwlﬁH@wananéz

pan—

Mothers Day Luncheon
And Fashion Show

Mother’s Day was celebrated in the dainti-
est and most graceful fashion at the St.
Regis, recently. Sponsored by the Prelacy
Ladies Guild, the luncheon-fashion show
was to honor all those who rocked the cradle
of humanity.

A cocktail hour preceeded the luncheon,
following which the guests were seated at
tables laden with pink covers, candles and
beautiful pink and white bouquets.

As the ladies were seated at their tables,
His Grace, Bishop Mesrob Ashjian, the
Prelate, was invited to give the invocation.
Following which the ladies were treated to a
delectable menue.

The fashion show was the next attraction.
As is the case with Armenian women, the
ladies off-stage were as well dressed as the
ones on-stage. The fashions presented by
the Bayside Boutique were gracefully
modelled by beautiful, Armenian young
ladies to the able piano accompaniment of
Janet Markarian.

It is in the midst of applause that the
fashion show was over to give way to a Raf-
fle drawing.

The luncheon fashion show ended, you
could see smiles of approval on everyone’s
lips.

Gilda Kupelian
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Guests enjoying the Fashion Show
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Guidelines for the

Unification of the
Armenian Church in
America

I. Preamble

There has always been, and is today, only
one Armenian Church. Throughout the
course of history, the Armenian people
have maintained and cherished that sense of
oneness.

Here in America for the past several de-
cades, due to an internal conflict, there has
been a division in the Armenian Apostolic
Church.

The time has arrived, in the highest inter-
est of the Armenian nation, and in the spirit
of Christian love and fellowship to move
forward into a new era with the creation of
a united Diocese in America. The Diocese
will be established from the normal merger
of the Diocese of the Armenian Church of
America and the Prelacy of the Armenian
Apostolic Church of America.

II. Structure

1. The Diocese will be a spiritual and
administrative unit, and will be an in-
dividual part of the Armenian Church un-
der the supreme spiritual jurisdiction of the
Catholicos—Patriarch of All Armenians at
Holy Etchmiadzin, as the Mother See of the
Armenian Church, as was the case in the
past. The election of the Diocesan Primate
and any duly adopted amendments to the
by-laws of the Diocese will be subject to the
confirmation of the Supreme Patriarch and
Catholicos of All Armenians.

2. The Diocese will have a meaningful re-
lationship with the Holy See of Cilicia,
manifested in the following way:

a. The Seminary of the Holy See of Cilicia
will remain a source of clergymen for the
Diocese. All members of the Cilician Broth-
erhood and graduate Clergy of the Seminary
will be accorded equal treatment within the
Diocese without discrimination in the hold-
ing of any office or in the administration of
official Diocesan bodies, in accordance
with the canons and traditions of the Ar-
menian Church.

b. To establish a trust fund within the Ar-
menian Church Endowment Fund by do-
nating to said Armenian Church Endow-
ment Fund the net proceeds from the sale of
the Prelacy building located in New York
City, to be designated as the ‘‘Antelias
Fund”’, the net annual income from said
Fund to be transmitted to the Holy See of
Cilicia.

¢. Whenever the Catholicos of Cilicia is
visiting the Diocese of the Armenian Church
of America, according to the accepted laws
and order of the Armenian Church, proper
protocol shall be accorded him, befitting
his high rank and dignity.

d. Upon invitation, the Diocese may send
observers to the National Assemblies of the
Holy See of Cilicia.

e. Upon the initial election of the Primate
of the Unified Diocese it is recommended
that he shall appoint his Vicar General from
the opposite persuasion only for the initial
term.

3. The Diocesan Assembly will be the
representative body of the parishes of the
Diocese and shall exercise supervision and
control over all ecclesiastical and adminis-
trative bodies within the jurisdiction of the
Diocese.

II1. Implementation of the Unity Program

1. This memorandum of understanding
subscribed to by the joint committee will be
presented to the respective Diocesan assem-
blies.

2. Upon approval and adoption of this
memorandum by the respective assemblies:
a. Cooperative programs will be initiated in
the Religious and the Armenian Schools of
our churches based upon plans approved by
the respective Diocesan Councils.
¢. The Joint Unity Committee will sponsor
a joint consultative seminar to take place no
later than October 15, 1982, consisting of
Unity Committee members and a maximum
of 30 clergy and lay participants from each
side limited to Parish Clergy and Council
(Board of Trustees) members; Diocesan
and Prelacy Council members and delegates
to Diocesan Assemblies. The agenda will be
prepared and approved by the joint unity
comrmittee.

d. Special Diocesan Assemblies will be con-
vened not later than January 15, 1983. Each
Assembly will meet separately but in the
same city and at the same time consider and
approve the jointly prepared By-Laws.

e. After approval of the By-Laws by each
Assembly, baptisms, weddings and funerals
can be conducted jointly.

f. After the By-Laws have been approved
by the respective Assemblies, joint com-
memoration of Martyrs Day will be held in
April 1983, with the participation of all
clergymen of both Diocese.

3. Following Catholical ratification of
the new By-Laws by Etchmiadzin and Cilicia
the term of the current Diocesan Delegates
and elected officials will be terminated
upon the new elections which will be held
following procedures specified in the new
By-Laws. A committee consisting of equal
representation from each assembly will
oversee and approve the election of dele-
gates on the basis of the new By-Laws and
membership based upon the respective 1979
assembly records and will convene a new
assembly of the merged Diocese.

4. The first and successive assemblies
will operate in accordance with the rules
and provisions of the adopted By-Laws
having as a priority order of business the
election of a Diocesan Council and a Pri-
mate, as well as an official acknowledge-
ment of the By-Laws.

5. In the event the respective Diocesan
Assemblies have not on or before June 1,
1983 approved the proposed By-Laws this
document shall be terminated and shall not
be binding on either party.

May 1, 1982
Diocese Unity Committee Prelacy Unity Committee
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In Memoriam

The following donations were made to
the Prelacy in the loving memory of Dajad
Terlemezian, a beloved member of our
community, who passed away on Friday,
April 23rd, 1982.

We pray for the repose of his soul and
thank the Terlemezian family for their very
kind thought.

Arpine Terlemezian............ § 100.00
Nancy A. Haroutunian. ........... 100.00
Rose A Tavitian. .................. 50.00
Aram Terlemezian. ............... 100.00
John Armen...................... 25.00
Dr. Haigaz Grigorian. ............. 25.00
Mary Hamparian. ................. 25.00
Richard Sarajian.................. 25.00
Arm. Literary Ste. N.Y............. 25.00
Adrienne M. Berenson............. 20.00
Aram Bashian.................... 20.00
Mary Sarajian.................... 20.00
Zarmair Setrakian................. 20.00
Levon Hagopian.................. 15.00
Rouben Kachikian................. 15.00
Florence Shahbegian............... 15.00
Arthur J. Schaefer................. 10.00
Agop Ispahanyan................. 10.00
Satenik Catchouny................ 10.00
Vanig V. Hagopian................ 10.00
Sadie Yeldezian................... 10.00
Vahram Sanders.................. 10.00
Water C. Bandazian............... 10.00

His Grace, Bishop Mesrob Ashjian. . 100:00
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Shahinian. . ... 100.00

Mrs. Anahid Jafargian............. 50.00
Mr. & Mrs. V. Agbabian........... 25.00
Mr. & Mrs. Y. Melikian. ........... 15.00

Total $ 960.00
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Puzant’s Paintings at the
Prelacy

28th of May marked the opening of a one-
man show at the Prelacy. G. Puzant, the 73
year-old painter who lives in Los Angeles,
was present for the occasion. He was sur-
rounded by a crowd of admirers and well-
wishers. G. Puzant is an established painter
who has not only exhibited in different
countries but that his paintings are hanging
in quite a few museums around the world.

Although the exhibition can not be con-
sidered a retrospective there were examples
of his paintings that were made during dif-
ferent periods of his longcareer as a painter.
The Ladies Guild of the Armenian Prelacy
which was responsible for the show had
done a marvelous job at bringing together
some interesting examples of his works
which were mostly sold on the opening
night.
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