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‘‘Man of the Year”’

Speach by Prof. Puzant Yeghiayan, at the National Council Banquet, 14th May 1982,
Boston, Mass., where he was declared as ““Man of the Year 1982.”’
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Excuse me, I wish to be understood by
everybody.

I feel completely overwhelmed with the
thought that His Grace the Prelate Bishop
Mesrob Ashjian, the Reverend Fathers and
Honorable Members of the National Coun-
cil have esteemed my humble self worthy of
this exceptional title—““Man of the Year
1982—and your loud applauses, Ladies and
Gentlemen, seem to testify that you ap-
prove of their questionable decision!

A few weeks ago, at the New York Golden
Jubilee Banquet of the Seminary, I was very
kindly introduced to a respectable Ameri-
can-Armenian lady as the former Head-
master of the Seminary at Antelias. And
with a glaring surprise in her eyes, the dis-
tinguished lady asked me: — Have you
therefore been a teacher of our Surpazan?—

~Well; -1 said, yes, it happened so! But-still
caught in curiosity, she questioned: — Has
Karekin Vehapar also been a student of
yours? — Yes, I repeated with a smile again,
it happened so! And before she could pause
further questions about Khoren Vehapar or
others, [ added: — Such unexpectable things
happen in life, don’t they?

And I confess, Ladies and Gentlemen,
what is happening today also is one of those

unexpectables. I am a retired professor
here; I have accomplished nothing out-
standing in America to deserve this superb
investiture; true, during my ten years in re-
tirement here, I have written four more
books, two in Armenian and two in English,
but all these are in Manuscript form as yet;
I have also lectured here and there and pub-
lished articles now and then, but that is
what everybody does! In academical terms,
I have earned no ‘‘credit’’ for a new ‘‘Deg-
ree’’ here. . . All my credintials lie way back
in the Middle East; and for these I have
been fully compensated with official awards
and decorations: one from the President of
the Lebanese Republic, the ‘“First Order of
the Knights of the Cedars’’; and twice from
His Holiness the Catholicos of Cilicia, the
“‘Sourb Mesrob-Mashtots Medallion’’, and
the ““Prince of Cilicia Medallion’’; also-a
“Thanks Badge’” from the Buckingham
Palace, London, for my services in Cyprus.
Thus, I have been richly rewarded.

But this crowning title bestowed upon me
today bears a very special, a double signifi-
cance, as I see it now, not so much for
myself as for the institutions and causes I
have served:

(Continued on page 4)
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PRELATE ATTEND’S
SPECIAL INDEPENDENCE
DAY MASS

On July 4, 1982, His Grace Bishop Mes-
rob Ashjian, Prelate, accompanied with
Mr. Onnic Marashian, Chairman of the
Executive Coundil, attended a special In-
dependence Day Mass at the Cathedral
Church of St. John the Divine, in N.Y.C.,
upon the invitation of Ms. Samira El-Dagher
Consul General of Lebanon.

The Sermon of the day was delivered by
Ghassan Tueni, Ambassador of the Perma-
nent Mission of Lebanon to the U. N.

Immediately following the Mass, a fel-
lowship hour was shared by church attend-
ants, which was followed by a Press Con-
ference.
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A BRIEF INTERPRETATION OF THE
SOORP BADARAK OF THE
ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH

By Rev. G. Shrikian

SOORP BADARAK is the name given to
the complete church service as well as one
portion of the complete service. Translated,
SOORP BADARAK means Holy Sacrifice.
What do we mean by Holy Sacrifice? We
know that the Jews, before Christ, sacrificed
animals, birds, etc., in their temples for the
atonement of their sins. God sacrificed His
Son, Jesus Christ for our sins. He did this
as a supreme act of love. ‘‘For God so loved
the world that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whosoever believes in Him should
not perish from the earth but have everlast-
ing life.”” (John 3:16).

But how does this sacrifice relate to our
Church Service? Our Church Service is like
areenactment of certain events in the life of
Jesus Christ, namely, His Ministry, The
Last Supper, His Crucifixion and finally
His Ascension. In other words, our Church
Service is like a Holy Play that tells us about
Jesus Christ and brings us closer and unites
us with Him.

The SOORP BADARAK is divided into
four parts, namely, The Preparation, Syn-
axis, SOORP BADARAK and Final Bless-
ing and dismissal. Each of the four parts
depict the significant events in the life of
Jesus Christ.

Part I—The Preparation:

This is the first part of the Badarak. In
this part the celebrant prepares himself to
perform the duties of the Badarak and also
prepares the elements of communion.

In order to be worthy of the honor of
performing the Holy Sacrifice in the name
of God, the celebrant first engages in
Vesting.

When the celebrant is vesting, he asks
God’s help and blessing with each article of
clothing that he wears. The celebrant per-
forms this act in private with the help of a
deacon. After the completion of vesting,
the celebrant makes his entry into the
Church both as a king and a servant.

After the celebrant enters the chancel he
proceeds to the Bema and washes his hands
with the help of a deacon. By this act the
celebrant signifies the cleansing of his soul
from his sins before he approaches the
divine mystery of the Holy Sacrifice.

With the act of vesting and purification
the celebrant is prepared to gain the divine
right to perform the Badarak. Thus, behind
the closed curtain the celebrant enters into
the divine presence of God and begins to
perform his duties.

Behind the closed curtain the celebrant
offers to God the Eucharistic elements
which are Bread and Wine. This offering
symbolizes both Christ’s Immaculate Con-
ception and His Vicarious Crucifixion. The
Church, in this case, symbolizes the mystical
body of Christ receiving its flesh (Bread and
Wine) which will become the Body and
Blood of Christ through the Holy Spirit.

The celebrant blesses the bread
(Neshkhar) and wine (Keenee) and offers
them to God.

Part II—Synaxis:

This part of our Church Service can be
compared to Protestant services. This is the
teaching and learning portion of the service,
intended in early days as an instructive serv-
ice to potential members of the church.

The procession, or Tapor, around the
church symbolizes the teaching ministry of
Jesus Christ. The church is censed by the
celebrant which symbolizes the visible form
of our invisible prayers and an offering for
the atonement of our sins.

The Lesser Entrance refers to the proces-
sion of the Holy Bible behind the Altar and
its presentation to the celebrant.

The Lections (lessons from the Old Testa-
ment with the Epistles of the New Testa-
ment) the deacon reads from the chancel
while the Gospel is read on the Altar.

The Creed is the proclamation of faith
by all of the congregation. The Nicene
Creed, used in our church, forms the basis
of Christian belief.

Part III—Soorp Badarak:

This is the longest and most important
part of the Badarak. Everything that occurs
prior to this time prepares the way for this
most divine miracle. To better understand
Part III, one must be familiar with the
events of the Last Supper which can be
found in Matthew 26:26-28, Mark 14:22,
Luke 22:19-20.

We know that, at the Last Supper, Christ
did four things; namely, He took bread

(which is called the offertory in our service),
gave thanks (eucharist), broke the bread
(Intinction and Fraction), and gave it to His
disciples (Communion). These four events
are dramatized in our Church Service.

We remember that the Lesser Entrance
refers to the procession of the Holy Gospel
behind the Altar. The Great Entrance refers
to the procession of the Chalice behind the
Altar and its presentation to the celebrant.
This act represents Christ’s redemptive
work. In other words, Christ offers His
Body and Blood (symbolized by Bread and
Wine) to His people as atonement for their
sins. The Altar in our Church symbolizes
the Cross upon which Christ was crucified.
The celebrant lifts up the Neshkhar (Wafer)
and the Chalice and presents them as an
everlasting symbol of the Body and Blood
of Christ.

When the gifts are presented to the cele-
brant, the gifts are still Bread and Wine,
representing the Body and Blood of Christ.
It is at the symbolic moment of Jesus
Christ’s death on the cross that the Holy
Spirit descends and enters the gifts and
transforms them into the Body and Blood
of Jesus Christ. This event occurs when the
celebrant blesses the elements nine (9) times
while each time the Chalice is censed by the
deacon.

The celebrant, who speaks for Christ,
then offers the communion to the congrega-
tion. Before the communion, a confession
is said by the participants. The communion
is administered by the celebrant individually
to the participants. Communion is the final
act of the Holy Sacrifice. It is the sacra-
mental union of the believer with the Lord
Jesus Christ through the help of the Holy
Spirit.

Part IV—Final Blessing and Dismissal:

This part is very brief and it consists of
the celebrant’s blessings, a reading from the
Gospel and Hokehankeesd (Requiem Serv-
ice) if it is requested or permissible.

Upon the Last Gospel, John 1:1-14, rests
the theological foundation of the Christian
Church and upon the phrase, ‘‘the Word
was made flesh,”’ lies the belief of the in-
carnation of Christ through the act of the
Holy Spirit. At this point the faithful
should realize that the Word of God dwells
among them through the Holy Spirit, God’s
moving and motivating power in our lives.

Following the Gospel, the celebrant dis-
misses the congregation with the following
prayers.

Guardian and hope of the faithful

O Christ our God,

Keep the preserve in peace

Thy faithful péople

Under the protection of

Thy Holy and Venerable Cross.

And save (us) from our enemies (visible and
invisible).

And make us worthy to laud and glorify

Thee with joy

With the Father, and the Holy Ghost,

Now and always, forever and ever, Amen.

Be ye blessed by the grace of the Holy Ghost.
Go in peace.

And the Lord Jesus Christ

Be with ye all, Amen.

At the end of the service the faithful, full
of spiritual nourishment and guidance,
must shape his daily life according to the
precept of the Gospel that he may be worthy
again to participate in the Holy Sacrifice or
the Soorp Badarak of the Lord.

The Mahs, or the Antidoron, which is dis-
tributed to the faithful after attending the
Badarak, is not Communion. It is a blessed
bread taken from the same substance from
which the wafer is prepared and serves as a
symbol of participation in the offertory or
oblation. Mahs means share, and by having
the Mahs the believers demonstrate their
sharing with the rest of the congregation in
their devotional life.

The Hokenhankeest or the Service for the
repose of the deceased is not part of the
Liturgy and can be done separately. For
practical purposes only, it follows the
Soorp Badarak. The service is performed
for the benefit of our deceased that they
may rest in peace in their abodes. It is an in-
tercession through the Church that God
through His love and mercy may overlook
their sins and transgressions by accepting
them into the heavenly Jerusalem, the
abode of the righteous.
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PRELATE ATTENDS LAKIAN BANQUET

On June 10, 1982, His Grace, Bishop
Mesrob Ashjian, Prelate, attended a ban-
quet at the N.Y. Hilton Hotel, honoring the
John Lakian, candidate for Governor of
Massachusette.

The banquet chaired by Mr. & Mrs. Alex
Manoogian, Mr. & Mrs. Edward Mardigian
and Mr. & Mrs. Hirair Hovnanian, gave an
opportunity to the metropolitan Armenian
community to express a united support for
the election of an Armenian governor in
Massachusettes.

Opening prayer for the banquet was
given by His Grace, Archbishop Tiran Ner-
soyan. Mr. Hirair Hovnanian as honorary
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chairman and principal speaker expressed
his support of Mr. Lakian and thanked the
guests for their belief in this endeavor.

Mr. George Philibosian, co-chairman of
the evening’s affair, spoke briefly congra-
tulating Mr. Lakian for his courage to run
for an important post such as the governor’s.

Mr. Robert Tenbeckjian, co-chairman of
the affair, and a sparkling personality serv-
ing as EmCee, brought a special flavor to
the evening’s gathering.

The banquet came to a close with the
prayers of His Grace, Bishop Mesrob
Ashjian.

Lgfz to right: Mr. Hirair Hovnanian, His Grace Bishop Mesrob Ashjian; His Grace, Archbishop
Tiran Nersoyan; Mrs. John Lakian; Mr. John Lakian; Mrs. Hirair Hovnanian and Mr. Set Momyjian.
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Qtipg. Ukiupny Bwu. Upwb Uipwq twypngh dwmyGlipnil Akn:

In Support of
Disarmament
and Peace

The following poem is taken from SACRED
WRATH, Selected poems of Vahan Teke-
yan, bilingual edition, English translations
by Diana Der Hovanessian with Marzbed
Margossian. 175 pages. Available at the

Prel : . . . .
$1r ; 28}’ Bookstore: - paper, $7.50, cloth The Second United Nations Special Ses-
e sion on Disarmament currently in session
TO GOD until July 9, in New York, has received the

encouragement and prayers of all, including
the Armenian Church.

In support of peace and justice to all
mankind, His Grace, Bishop Mesrob Ash-
jian, Prelate of the Armenian Apostolic
Church of America, attended the Solemn
Pontifical Mass on the occasion of the
opening of the Special United Nations Ses-
sion on Disarmament held at St. Patrick’s
Cathedral on Sunday, June 6th, 1982. His
Eminence, Terence Cardinal Cooke, Arch-
bishop of New York celebrated the Holy
Mass, and His Excellency, the Most Rev,
Joseph L. Bernardin D.D., Archbishop of
Cincinnati and Chairman of Ad Hoc
Committee on War and Peace, of the
National Conference of Catholic Bishops,
_delivered the homily.

On Saturday, June 12, His Grace, Bishop
Ashjian participated in the demonstration
for peace held in New York City, that
marched from the U.N. to the Central
Park.

As a Christian Church, the Armenian
Apostolic Church of America deeply under-
stands peace and wholeheartedly supports
and prays for all efforts towards its preva-
lence.

Whatever your gift, I gave back,

Here, God, it is yours.

The seeds you have I planted

under the pillow of my crib.

And the harvest grows from my palms.

How meager it is. How small.

If I open my fist no one sees it at all.
Or perhaps can see only dust and sense
a vague fragrance, the wind can sweep.

Some never blossomed and some
seeds grew and were festooned
into wreaths and rings

that fade this autumn.

It is my fault, mine alone

if Ido not harvest again

to fill the other side

of the balance you provide
with more than pain and regret.

But if this is all,
I offer it to you with love.



“MAN OF THE YEAR”’

(Continued from page 1)

First, it is a very kindly recognition of a

lifetime endeavors and achievements of an

unpretentious educator and author.

Secondly, it symbolizes a nation-wide
acknowledgement that our Seminary has
indeed truly served the nation during the
past fifty years of most critical times, and
that today also it stands as a well organized
institution fully capable of carrying on its
singular mission of training religious and
educational leaders so desparately needed
for the generations of today and tomorrow.

Every title, whether earned or granted,
brings with it a responsibility as well as an
authority. In the past, as the Internal Direc-
tor and Dean of Studies of the Seminary,
and later as the Principal of the Melkonian
Educational Institute in Cyprus, I have held
extensive responsibilities and commanding
authority. But now, what privilege does this
strange title ‘““Man of the Year’’ convey? I
would like to take this title, not as a decora-
tive ribbon, but rather as a gentle call to a
sense of moral responsibility to speak out
with impartial authority about the prblems
which concern our people as a whole.

And with that challenge in mind, I respect-
fully salute all those who have been honored
with such badges of recognition from the
higher authorities or from the Catholicos-
sates of Sourp Etchmiadzine and of Cilicia,
and humbly remind them of their moral
responsibilities. I would dare propose ear-
nestly, that all these ‘‘badge bearers’’ or
“‘Burden bearers’” so to call — and there
are quite many of them, some among us
here — they should come foreward open-
mindedly and confer about and find out
ways and recommendations for right policies
and right conduct to follow, to secure the
unity and strength of our tormented people.

The Armenians of America have been
leaders in many aspects of life: in generous
philantrophy, in scientific research and
technology, in the pursuit of human rights
and freedom; they have built churches and
cultural centers like this, here and overseas;
but as a crowning achievement it is time
now, that they — I mean, you — take up
the courageous leadership in the reconcilia-
tion of the unfortunate misunderstanding
between Etchmiadzin .and Antelias, and in
reuniting the sadly factioned and fractioned
parts of our communities. Happy reconcilia-
tion and perfect cooperation can and should
begin here in America between the Etch-
miadzin Diocese and Cilician Prelacy; and
undoubtedly both sides will be benefited
by such harmonious cooperation.

Unity can come through contact and co-
operation. We cannot understand each
other without meeting together and without
thinking and working together. And if we
cannot work and think together, how could
we ever hope to offer any message or lead-
ership to our people?

As a nation we are once more confronted
with most critical problems; and it is impera-
tive that we stand united before the world,
so that we might focus attention with com-
bined energy on problems of wider national
concern.

As for us the ‘‘Badge bearers’ or ‘‘Bur-
den bearers’’, as you wish to call, all these
brilliant awards bestowed upon us would
bear real significance only if they could re-
sult in promoting more purposefully the re-
constructive mission of our intellectual
leadership positively involved in the educa-
tional, social and political issues of our
times.

It is so nice to honor those who have
served in the past; but it is wiser to assist
and support the efforts of those who are
serving at the present. And the easiest thing
this generation can do is to set up a few
more signal-lights, a few more lamp-posts
along the path of the next generation.

As I grow older, I learn to appreciate
simple things I used to take for granted
when I was young: such living realities as
the exquisite picture of a little child totally
absorbed in his or her First Language Text-
book . . . or the admirable beauty of a
youth kneeling head-bowed before the
Altar of our Saints for ordination, pledging
his whole life to the service of his people!

We must vow with solemn promise that
such rejuvenating pictures shall never be
lacking for our people, for the glory and the
unity and strength of The Nation.

Thank you again!
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DR. VARANT
HAGOPIAN

ELECTED
PRESIDENT

On May 18th 1982 Varant Hagopian,
M.D., F.A.C.S., was elected president of
the Massachusetts Society of Eye Physicians
and Surgeons. Dr. Hagopian has served on
the Executive Board of the MSEPS for
many years, holding positions of Commit-
tee chairman, recorder, treasurer and presi-
dent-elect.

Dr. Hagopian graduated from Tufts
Medical School. He did his internship at the
Cambridge City Hospital and his eye resi-
dency at the Detroit Receiving Hospital-
Wayne State University. He is a member of
the Massachusetts Medical Society, the
American Medical Association, the
American Academy of Ophthalmology,
and the New England Ophthalmological
Society. Dr. Hagopian is a Diplomate of
the American Board of Ophthalmology and
a Fellow of the American College of Sur-
geons. Presently he is on the visiting staff of
Sancta Maria Hospital, Chief of Ophthal-
mology at Mount Auburn Hospital and
Youville Hospital, and is a consultant in
ophthalmology to the state of Massachu-
setts—Commission for the Blind. Dr.
Hagopian is on the teaching staff of both
Harvard and Tufts Medical Schools. He has
also been a long time member of the Cam-
bridge Chamber of Commerce and the Lex-
ington Lions Club.

Dr. Hagopian has been active in the
Greater Boston Armenian Community
having served on many committees. He has
been a delegate to the National Representa-
tive Assembly of the Prelacy and has served
on the Executive Council of the Prelacy for
four years. Presently he is a Delegate to the
General Assembly of the Catholicosate of
Cilicia. He also serves as Associate Director
on the Friends of Armenian Culture Society
Board.
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