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MARK YOUR CALENDARS...
ALL ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCHES UNDER
PRELACY’S JURISDICTION WILL BE OBSERVING
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3RD, 1982
_AS SUNDAY SCHOOL DAY.
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HYMN
[MAGHT-YERK]
OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOLS OF THE
ARMENIAN CHURCH
We are the children, yearning for the light,
Coming to this sacred home, our Sunday
School.

Like flames emerging from the light,
We have burst forth from the hearts
of our magnificent forefathers.

Let us then walk confidently,
O ye brave heirs, true to our race,
Marching faithfully towards
The coveted source of light.

The Holy Church,

Our priceless and glorious legacy,
Is our inspiration, fearless and fiery,
Soaring upward in our flight.

With our souls anointed

By ever fragrant Armenian holiness,
In our triumphant march,

All obstacles will fall away.

May our founders and patrons,
The majestic torchbearers,
Of the light enshrined in our Suhday School,
Live eternally and unshaken.
Ring evermore, O cymbals,
Joyfully in our hearts,
That the ARMENIAN SOUL, radiant with
holiness,
Remain ever glowing for ages and ages. . .

HYMN written 1948 by Garabed Papazian
(now Rev. Fr. Diran Papazian)

Translation from the Armenian original
text by Rev. Fr. Diran Papazian 1981
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READING OF PROVERBS 4:1-13—
Hear, O sons, a father’s instruction,
and be attentive, that you may gain insight;
for I give you good precepts:
do not forsake my teaching,

‘When I was a son with my father,

tender, the only one in the sight of my
mother,

he taught me, and said to me,

““Let your heart hold fast my words;

keep my commandments, and live;

do not forget, and do not turn away

from the words of my mouth.

Get wisdom; get insight.

Do not forsake her, and she will keep you;

love her, and she will guard you.

The beginning of wisdom is this:

Get Wisdom,

and whatever you get, get insight.

Prize her highly, and she will exalt you; she

will honor you if you embrace her.

She will place on your head a fair garland;

she will bestow on you a beautiful crown.”’

Hear, my son, and accept my words,

that the years of your life may be many.

I have taught you the way of wisdom;

I'have led you in the paths of uprightness.

When you walk, your step will not be
hampered;

and if you run, you will not stumble.

Keep hold of instruction, do not let £0;

guard her, for she is your life.

READING OF MATTHEW 18: 1-6—

At that time the disciples came to J esus,
saying,

““Who is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven?”’

And calling to him a child, he put him

in the midst of them, and said, “Truly,

I'say to you, unless you turn and become

like the children, you will never enter

the kingdom of heaven. Whoever humbles

himself like this child, he is the greatest

in the kingdom of heaven. ‘“Whoever

receives one such child in my name receives

me; but whoever causes one of these little

ones who believe in me to sin, it would be

better for him to have a great millstone

fastened round his neck and to be drowned

in the depth of the sea.
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FROM THE PRELATE

Dear Parents:

It would give me the greatest pleasure to
have the chance to meet personally with
each of you to discuss openly and in depth
one of our most vital concerns, the Christian
and spiritual education of our children.
However, this is an impossibility, so my
message must reach through the written
word and hope that it touches your hearts
and minds, encouraging you to respond to
my appeal.

The occasion which has initiated this ap-
peal is the planned celebration of Armenian
Sunday School Day to be held on Oct. 3rd,
1982. This day will not only commemorate
the history of the Armenian Sunday School,
but will also mark a turning point, a re-
vitalization of goals, and a new sense of
direction for our Sunday Schools.

I appeal to you because I know well that
your children’s religious education is of
prime concern. You have given life to your
children and thus are responsible to nurture
their growth, both physical and spiritual.

Yours is not an easy role for it is in the
midst of family life that a child gets his
first impressions about life, love, and faith.
As a parent, you should be a model of be-
havior for your children. It is in their early
years of childhood that they learn to love
and respect God. It is in the home where
the most basic human values of love, re-
spect, faith and sharing are taught to the
child.

As parents, be a good example for your
children. Let them see and feel your de-
dication to the Armenian Church commun-
ity. Let them follow the Christian path
that you lay before them. In this way only,
will the spiritual foundation be laid in their
souls to give them strength to become the
religious and community leaders of tomor-
row.

Your child looks to you, to what you do,
and what you say. Do not lead ybur child
to church only to turn and walk away your-
self. Be as one, parent and child, in the
celebration of the Divine Liturgy and in
silent prayer. As the American saying goes
“A family that prays together, stays to-
gether.”

For us, Armenians, the Church has an

(Continued on page 2)



“AN EVERYDAY OUTFIT...”
by Iris Papazian

““Armenia was the first Christian nation,”’
we proudly proclaim whenever we speak to
non-Armenians. Thus, outwardly it would
appear that Armenians’ pride and joy is
their religion. However, closer examination
would cast some doubt on that premise.

If we were to conduct a survey today
about the importance of Armenian Christian
education vs. Armenian language education,
the result would be overwhelmingly in favor
of language education. For those needing
proof of that statement, you need only tal-
ly and compare the amount of dollars spent
annually for language and for Christian
education.

Not too long ago we heard a conversa-
tion among a group of parents and sur-
prisingly the consensus of opinion was that
“even if their children did not actually
learn very much in Sunday School, it was a
good way to expose them to other Arme-
nian children.”’

This issue of OUTREACH is devoted to
Christian Education and our Sunday
Schools. Our experience in life has been
that if we expect little, we get little.

Faith and spirituality are more than social
events and religious rituals. Religion can be
the pivotal value through which we find
our essential wholeness as an individual, as
a human being and as a member of the
larger community of Mankind. Simply
stated, faith is an everyday outfit, not Sun-
day clothes. Faith can and should give our
life direction and meaning, offering guid-
ance in solving the many problems that
face us as individuals and as a part of so-
ciety.

Children are born with a precious gift:
curiosity, the need to know and explore. If
this natural need is properly nurtured and
not frustrated and weakened, it can be-
come a powerful force. Just as our mental
growth is life long, so too our Christian
growth should be continuous and never
completed. Thus, Christian education is
not just for children, it is for us all. The one
hour that children spend in Sunday School
should just be a beginning. The Church and
Home must become partners working to-
gether, and not isolated from one another.

We can write long articles about the
Sunday Schools and what they should be;
we can conduct seminars for teachers; we
can prepare new textbooks, but in the final
analysis, it is only the involvement of the
parent which will lead to decisions of qual-
ity and also serve as a role-model which
children can emulate.

PRELATE’S MESSAGE (cont. from p.1)
added dimension. It is both a Christian

and national church. Our history is closely
linked with her destiny. The Armenian
Church has been the center of Armenian
community life in all its phases through-
out centuries.

To deny your child the opportunity to
attend Sunday School is to deny him or her
the opportunity to know, love and respect
their religion, culture and history.

Hold your faith and religion in high es-
teem. Be responsible as Christian parents,
educate your children, teach them the will
of God and give them an opportunity to
learn about their forefathers, our nation
and Armenian posterity.

L2t Armenian children come together,
pray, learn, and play as one. Do not deny
them their heritage, their roots.

Let the Armenian Sunday School build
and nurture the foundation of our future,
our children. Support their growth and
partake as a family in the enriching life of
the Church. Prayerfully,

BISHOP MESROB ASHJIAN
PRELATE

OUTREACH
Bishop Mesrob Ashjian, Prelate

Armenian Editor . ... Very Rev. K. Hagopian
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THE EDUCATIONAL VALUE AND PROBLEMS OF SUNDAY
SCHOOLS OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCHES IN AMERICA

The following are major excerpts from
a lecture delivered by Mr. Puzant Yeghia-
yan, at the assembly of Sunday Schools
Councils and Teachers, St. James Arme-
nian Church Cultural Center, Watertown,
Mass.

Mr. Yeghiayan was chosen 1982 Prelacy
“Man of the Year’, an honor which he
Justly deserved as the following sampling of
his intellectual strength will demonstrate.

Why should we at all be concerned with
problems of religious education?

Because, basically it is a contemporary
world-wide national concern for us all.

One dominating thought in all Armenian
circles of the Diaspora is the preservation
of the identity and unity of the nation as a
whole. But to my mind, the more preserva-
tion of identity, or of language, of social
customs, of cultural heritage or religious
traditions are not enough, if not aimed at
higher missions. To me, the ‘‘conserva-
tion’’ of national values sounds too con-
servative, even stagnant! We need some-
thing above mere conservation of acquired
values, something more of a positive and
creative character in the building of a na-
tion, more of a dynamic force in constitut-
ing ethnic unity.

Beyond and above mere preservation, we
should aim at the creation of cultural
values, and at a sharing of our spiritual
heritage and wealth with the surrounding
nations of the world. For, then alone may
we pursue and attain the greater Armenian
Cause of securing an internationally re-
cognized justice and freedom for our nation,

And for the achievement of such wider
tasks, we must exert and pull together all
available means and materials. And cer-
tainly, alongside with other resources and
forces, such as the Family, the School, the
Press, Social Organizations and cultural
activities, a particular role will be accom-
plished by the Church with its various
duties and the S. School organization.
Because, the Sunday Schools should not be
looked upon as marginal enterprises of the
Armenian Churches but rather as integral
parts of our collective efforts, as widely ap-
preciated educational programs for the pro-
motion and presentation of ethnic values
to the growing new generations, specially
in America and Canada.

A. A Firmly Established Nation-wide
Institution

““Therefore I recommend to all our Grac-
ious Prelates, Preachers and Priests, that
they talk to our beloved people and ex-
plain the necessity of organizing Sunday
Schools. I advise the affectionate parents,
that they take care of the fuller education
and upbuilding of the character of their
children, and endeavor to keep the religious
and moral spirit aflame through the Sun-
day Schools”’.

With these direct exhortations the Vener-
able Catholicos Sahag II of Cilicia con-
cluded his reformatory Encyclical Epistle—
“Condag’’—proclaiming the official es-
tablishment of the Sunday School System
in the Armenian Church, in 1930. One year
earlier, in the Spring of 1929, a constitu-
tion for the establishment and management
of the Sunday Schools had been drawn and
the actual organization set up in Lebanon
by the Coadjutor-Catholicos Papken I, and
Levon Zenian was appointed as the First
General Secretary of Sunday Schools of
the Armenian Church, under the auspices
of the Catholicossate of Cilicia, Antelias.

Since then, the S. School system has ex-
panded rapidly in almost every colony of
Armenians in the Diaspora, from Lebanon
and Syria, eastwards to Iraq, Iran, Quweit,
and westwards through Palestine, Egypt,
Cyprus and Greece, up to the United States,
Canada and the South American countries.

At present we have some 90-100 Sunday
Schools of the Armenian Churches all over
the world, with 10-11,000 students and
675-700 teachers. And including the S.
Schools of the Armenian Evangelical Chur-
ches, the numbers would rise respectively
to 145-150 Schools, 15-16,000 students,
and 1200-1250 teachers. (The Armenian
Catholic Church practices a different sys-
tem of religious instructions as prescribed
in its Cathechism).

Attached to each Armenian Prelacy, we
have a ‘“Council of Religious Education’’,
to supervise over the functioning of the S.
Schools, in cooperation with the national
constitutional bodies and the directors of
the elementary schools, wherever such
schools exist. In 1950, also a ‘‘Central
Auxiliary Union of the S. Schools of the
Armenian Church’’ (HEKTOM, in Arme-
nian) was constituted in Lebanon, to sup-
port the project.

Every Sunday School has a curriculum
program of two cycles of 5 and 7 year
courses. Throughout the years there also
have been produced series of textbooks
and other materials, pictures, posters, etc.,
which may be obtained from the Office of
the General Secretary of S. Schools at the
Catholicossate, Antelias.

One convincing reality we should keep in
mind is that the Sunday School system has
become an unseparable part of our educa-
tional structure in the Diaspora. It is no
more a casual institution. It is a firmly es-
tablished institution, to be rightfully ac-
counted among many other essential in-
stitutions. We have the Church as a historic
institution and an unshakeable spiritual
fortress of the nation; we have our Schools
and ample educational materials and
methods; we have our Press and extensive
publications, our various social and human-
itarian and cultural establishments. All
these serve the people and characterize our
ethnic consciousness and maintain our
national unity. But equally side by side
with these established and active institu-
tions we have to reckon our S. Schools.

Because, the S. School system has grown
out of the necessities of our collective life
in the Diaspora. And parallel to other im-
portant community activities, the S. School
organization accomplishes a considerable
part in the educational process of the new
generations.

This effective role of the S. School sys-
tem is especially evident in America, where
the Armenian Elementary School is still
lacking, or in its rudimentary stage, while
the American Public Schools provide no as-
surance for the religious education of dif-
ferent ethnic groups. And therefore such
educational vacuum could be partially filled
up by the S. School system. For the Amer-
ican Armenians therefore, the S. School
system constitutes a highly appreciable
organization, never to be neglected or un-
derestimated. To the contrary, it should de-
finitely be incorporated as a componant
part of the entire texture of our educa-
tional, cultural and national life, and con-
ducted along genuine Armenian traditions.

B. Religious Education As Unbroken
Continuation In Armenian History

Another unshadowed reality we must be
aware of is that the S. School system is not
something altogether new in the educa-
tional process; it is one of the oldest es-
tablishments of the Armenian Church. Al-
though as a formal organization the S.
School system is a recent development,
but as an educational experience and spirit
it has always been a permanent and pro-
minant mission of the Armenian Church in
all ages. In fact, one of the major roles of
the Armenian Church has been its educa-
tional task. At all places and in all times the
Armenian Church has served as a school for
the spiritual fortification and moral edific-
ation of its people.

This unique coordination between reli-
gion and education has been symbolized
by the fact that in all History of Armenia,
as at the present times, the Church and
the School have always stood side by side
in the same premises. And one of the secrets
of the tenacity of the Armenian spirit and
of its triumph over centuries of devastating
encroachments from the outside world has
been that positive power of venture which
religious nurture of the Armenian Church
has inspired in every generation.

Otherwise, the Armenian Nation might
have been swallowed up altogether and sub-
merged by the successive overwhelming
waves of invasions by the Persian, the
Arabian, Roman, Byzantine, Crusaders’,
Mongolian and Seljuk-Ottoman forces.
If the History of Armenia be interpreted
rightly, a salient fact would emerge, that
Christian education and spirit of the Arme-
nian Nation—contrary to the superficial
verdict that as though it may have infused
a mood of submission—has always been a
most vindictive force sustained by the
Church in the struggle against the destruc-
tive assaults, and has contributed positively
to the refortification of the national charac-
ter and unity.

The Armenian Church has not merely
been an altar for adoration; it has always
stood as a dynamic center of education for
the moral and cultural enrichment of the
nation.

After many citations taken from the His-
tory of the Armenian Church and venerable
Church Fathers, the author concludes:

Such citations intend to confirm that re-
ligious education has been a continuous
mission of the Armenian Church and a
component part of the general system of
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education in Armenian history. And tnere-
fore, what was organized in 1930 as “‘S.
School of the Armenian Church’’ was not
something new, but rather a modernization
of what had already existed in the history
and educational system of Armenia. And
consequently, what the Armenian Church
promotes today also in America and
Canada in organizing S. Schools is a
genuine continuation of that unbroken his-
torical trend, both in spirit and contents.

For, the S. School system is a remarkable
achievement in the Diaspora, and it should
be looked upon as such.

C. The S. Schools As Compared With
Other Institutions

In comparison with other existing in-
stitutions, the S. Schools of the Armenian
Church reveals a few characteristics which
not only distinguish it from others of its
kind, but also emphasize its particular
educational value for the enrichment of
life.

1. First, there is one obvious difference
between the Armenian S. School and the
world-wide S. School system as found in
the Western tradition. The curriculum of
the Western system—and this is true also
about the Armenian Evangelical Churches—
is mainly loaded with Biblical contents;
and in general, very indiscriminatingly
the Bible is taught from cover to cover.
Whereas, the Armenian S. School curricu-
lum expands much beyond the Biblical
materials, and it comprises in a large
measure materials from Armenian history,
from lives of the Saints and Heroes; also it
includes the teaching of the Sharagans,
songs and prayers from the Armenian litur-
gy, as well as a study of the ceremonies
and sacraments, and illustrations from Ar-
menian literature and the arts. And charac-
teristically enough, such particular curricu-
lum of the Armenian S. School turns it
into a genuine native institution true to
the ethnic traditions, and set in a modern-
ized form and pedagogical methods.

We have to rely more and more on the
historic resources and traditions of our
people. Especially in America and the wide
western world, where our people are direct-
ly exposed to the fascinating influences of
more organized cultural and religious forces
surrounding us, we are called to be more
alert to evade alluring sirens to abandon
what heritage belongs to us and adopt
what is foreign to our nature, history and

-~ tradition.

Enquiries I have made in America have
awakened in me almost a fear, that even
among some of our religious workers train-
ed in fraternizing theological institutions
there grows a submissive mentality with a
neglect of the essentials in Armenian lan-
guage and liturgy, and an easy welcome to
borrowed curriculum materials incompat-
ible with our ideals and aims, instead of
adopting what enriching elements we find
in them.

2. A second attractive feature of the Ar-
menian S. School system becomes apparent
when we compare it with some other exist-
ing Armenian cultural and social organiza-
tions.

At present we have various active groups
of youth, such for example, as sportive
clubs, Boys’ and Girls’ Scouts, Alumni
Associations, etc., which serve our young
people with admirable devotion within their
limits. But there is one notable difference
between these and the S. School System.
Each one of those particular associations
moves within a limited circle or is affiliated
with one or other of social sections of the
nation, often exclusive of one another.
While the S. School forms a wider and
more inclusive field for all the children of
our people, just as the Church which spon-
sors them embraces the totality of the na-
tion. And therefore, the S. School system
can contribute fully to the realization of
the unity of the nation as a whole. Actually
all members of those particular youth or-
ganizations can participate at the same time
in S. School activities, just as the Church
constitutes a wider basis for national unity
and solidarity.

3. Then also, there is a deeper wealth
which the religious educational system of
the Armenian Church opens for the new
generation. As a nation we owe it to the Ar-
menian Church that the propagation of the
Armenian language, literature and history
has been carried on throughout all cen-
turies; and .at present also, though the
church liturgy is carried on in the Grabar
language, this sounds familiar in the ears of
the people young and old, and thus through

(Continued on page 4)
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SUNDAY SCHOOLS (Contd. from p. 2)
the church services we are enabled to pre
serve the Armenian language, both classical
and modern.

The ordinary objection that the classical
Grabar language is ‘‘unintelligible’’ is not
as justifiable as it is thought to be. For
example, our ‘““Hayr-mer’’ is not less intel-
ligible in Grabar than it actually is in the
prosaic translation into modern Arme-
nian—and which ‘‘modern’> Armenian
language? Or, is the ““Aravod Louso’ of
Nercess Shnorhali less communicable in
Grabar than it would be if translated?

4. Beyond merely problems of language,
the greatest blessing in the preservation of
the Armenian Liturgy lies in the fact, that
through it we become the heirs of that spir-
itual and cultural wealth which has been ac-
cumulated by the creative works of many
generations. By participating in those same
ceremonies, by professing the same Creed,
by singing the same Sharagans and songs,
and by reciting the same prayers which have
resounded for centuries under the protec-
tive vaults of the Church; by so doing we
live in constant communion with the Spirit
of our forefathers, in unison with all our
Saints and Heroes of history. And therefore
we feel more really and deeply in our hearts,
that we are one and unseparable nation as a
whole, with an unbroken continuation,
with one eternal heritage and one ideal.
And thus, we become more refortified and
resolute to carry on our endeavor and strug-
gle for survival and security, and our na-
tional mission to share with other nations
that profound spiritual heritage.

Of course, all this call for reform and re-
solution is relevant mainly to the Armenian
Diaspora. They are not intended for Pre-
sent Armenia, which conducts its own
educational system. In Sovetakan Hayas-
tan, formal religious education is not pro-
grammed, although freedom of religious
worship is respected.

D. Facing Practical Problems In The
Sunday Schools Of America

However, in the Diaspora also we are
confronted with serious problems in con-
nection with our S. Schools. And our pro-
blems are of such magnitude, that regional
efforts will not be enough to solve them.
We would need to bring our combined re-
sources and forces to bear upon these pro-
blems, and in a cooperative spirit find solu-
tions generally applicable in all regions and
communities.

1. One immediate problem is the need
Sfor expansion of the Religious Educational
System, to make it sure that every church in
every town has its organized S. School, and
to secure largest possible attendance in
them.

In Section A, above, we have noted that
there are about 150 Sunday Schools in all
the Diaspora, with some 14-15,000 students.
This number represents only 2% of our
population in the Diaspora, and 25% of
children within school age. Still, these per-
centages differ when compared between
Churches: the Armenian Apostolic figure
falls lower to 18%, while the Evangelical
rises to 35%. This means that, comparative
o lhetil_' population, the Evangelical Arme-
nians have nearly twice the number of S.
School attendance than the Apostolic Ar-
menian Churches have.

This difference becomes more striking
when we view the Armenians of America
separately. In America, the Evangelical Ar-
menians constitute only 5% of all the Ar-
menian population in this country; but their
S. School attendance is 40% of all the Ar-
menian children in the S. Schools—al-
though in terms of subject-matter the Evan-
gelical system lacks the essentials taught in
the Apostolic system.

This considerably low number of at-
tendance in the Apostolic S. Schools can
certainly be raised to a normal ratio. And
this could be done primarily by the Arme-
nian families and through the efforts of
church authorities. Every Armenian family
must make it a practicable rule, that their
children attend the S. School of the parish,
as well as every religious and educational
leader should appeal to the parents for such
attendance. Also clubs and social organiza-
tions should see to it that their activities do
not interfere with the S. School time sche-
dule.

Moreover, child attendance in S. Schools
would indirectly help to increase also adult
attendance to church services, as parents
would chose to come to church along with
their children on Sundays. And thus a real
cooperation would result between families
and S. School system.

Furthermore, S. School attendance
would secure two other benefits: Children
in America would grow familiar with the

church services, and eventually form the
habit of church attendance in mature life;
at the same time, by participating in the
songs and prayers and liturgy in general,
they would grasp the essentials of the Ar-
menian language.

Thus, the S. School would serve in a
sense as an entrance-porch to the vaster
nave of the Church. That would also be the
first step towards the realization of the
wider plans, that is the establishment of
permanent Armenian Elementary Schools
in America.

2. The second challenging problem is the
revision of the S. School Curriculum in
America, to include more of the Armenian
historical, cultural, social and artistic
values.

I have rapidly looked into the curricular
materials used in the local Sunday Schools.
They certainly contain a vast variety of sub-
ject-matters taught, compiled in an orderly
sequence for all the Grades, and presented
in a pedagogical method. It is a great ac-
complishment. However, there seems to me
that some improvement can be made both
in the contents and the presentation of
those materials. Three aspects of this cur-
ricular problem command attention—
language, authorship and text.

In terms of language, there is one line of
distinction to be drawn between the S.
Schools in America and in other Armenian
colonies: in the Sunday Schools of the Mid-
dle Eastern countries, all curricular mater-
ials are given in the Armenian language, as
well as the teaching practices and the serv-
ices. This is true of both the Apostolic and
the Evangelical Armenian S. Schools.
Whereas, in America the predominent
language-media is English. Even the Arme-
nian prayers and songs inserted here and
there in the curriculum are transcribed in
English letters.

As to the publications and their author-
ship, 1 have found out—though without
surprise—that most of the materials are
borrowed from the series of textbooks pre-
pared for American S. School standards,
such as LPP (Little People’s Paperbacks),
or CPH (Concordia Publishing House), or
OCEC (Orthodox Christian Educational
Commission), and others. Although in
some cases Armenian Supplements to those
materials are added by CRA (Council of
Religious Education), but the overshadow-
ing complex is basically of American style.

Considering the authorship of these text-
books and references, for example, out of
the 73 names of authors I have counted in
the Echmiadzine Diocesan group only 7
were Armenians, that is hardly 1 in 10.
Though even that many is not found in the
Armenian Evangelical textbooks series.
While in the Cilician Prelacy group, almost
invariably all textbooks are by Armenian
authors.

There is another discomforting fact, that
most of the subject-matters contained in the
standardized textbooks have no r;levance
to the Armenian Church or tradition. The
dominating current tends towards an at-
tachment with and eventually merging into
the American standardized systems:—in
one Armenian Diocese case, through the in-
termediary of the Greek and Russian Or-
thodox religious education agency; while in
the Armenian Evangelical case, through
their affiliation with the American Pro-
testant churches. Though in one Armenian
Evangelical S. School recently a course in
Armenian history and culture was intro-
duced for the graduating class; but this trial
did not last long. In the Cilician Prelacy
group, the curricular materials are more
markedly of Armenian character, and some
prayers and songs are even printed in Ar-
menian letters, as well as some words in the
text — «Unipp Ghpfy», bpgb, wnophy,
Unipp Vuunniwd, jvwy, Ghbnbgh, Uab-
vwpufi, U. &ngh, Und, Gnikp, junuwnn-
Julhy, dwnwjbp», etc.—. It also uses
most of the textbooks of Armenian author-
ship in the Echmiadzine Diocese, and in ad-
dition it has textbooks prepared and pub-
lished by its own Religious Educational
Council.

The apparently inconsistent correlation
between the different systems can be re-
medied only by a consorted effort of all Ar-
menian Churches, Apostolic and Evangel-
ical. A Mixed Commission of Armenian
Religious Education in America should be
constituted with the representatives of both
Armenian prelacies and Evangelical Chur-
ches, in order to revise the whole system—
to rise above regional practices and produce
a more uniform curriculum and materials.
Such a revised general program would in-
clude:

—Selected Biblical stories and New Test-

ament teachings,

—Armenian historical and cultural mater-

ials, with lives of Heroes & Saints,

—Prayers, songs and liturgy, with de-
scription of ceremonies & sacraments,

—Explanation of Creed, Christian con-
duct and morals,

—Selected readings from Armenian liter-
ature and poetry,

—And all these, supplemented with var-
ious series of materials of arts: Series
of posters and pictures of Armenian
Cathedrals and Monasteries, Series of
colored pictures of Saints and heroes
Series of reproductions of colored
Miniatures from Armenian Manu-
scripts, Series of paintings of memor-
able events in Armenian history, etc.

A group of Armenian Artists could be
commissioned to collect or produce such
series of artistic materials.

Above all, such a consorted action would
result in a nation-wide benefit: in a sincere
cooperation, the ideals of unity and ethnic
identity so often theorized would be put in-
to effective practice.

3. Another consuming concern is the Re-
cruiting and Training of Teachers for the
Sunday Schools.

In all our communities there certainly are
groups of dedicated young teachers in the
S. Schools. Without their devotion it would
be impossible to carry on this important
mission of the Church. As a nation we are
greateful to these teachers. But the usual
procedure of recruiting has been to admit
former graduates of S. Schools as assistant-
teachers, gradually promoting them to
higher responsibilities. This certainly se-
cures a system of continuity; but at the
same time it should be supplemented with
renewed associates, admitted specially from
the ranks of young men and women of col-
legiate and university standing. There could
be no higher challenge to educated young
people than to join hands with the leaders
of the growing new generation. This appeal
should catch the imagination especially of
those who are taking educational, social
and cultural training courses in the univer-
sities, to voluntarily devote some of their
spare tim.e and energy to this field of fruit-
ful service

Such beneficial action could expand in
another dimension also. Available young
teachers could be sent out as S. School visit-
ing teachers to smaller towns and suburbs
where clusters of Armenian families live de-
prived of any educational program for their
children.

4. Finally, we would have to face the
Problem of Financing these programs of
curricular revision and production of
materials, and training of teachers.

Though crucial it may seem, this financ-
ing problem might be the easiest to settle.
Because, already each church has an alloted
yearly budget of its own for religious educ-
ation; and that could be enlarged to meet
demands for a growing program. Also some
independent educational and cultural
organization or fund might take interest in
these wider programs and provide full
financail support. Or an individual bene-
factor might surprise the Church author-
ities with an Endowment Fund for the pur-
pose.

5. But prior to all action, it seems to be a
commanding step, that the existing dif-
ferent Councils of Religious Education
should consent to organize and call to ses-
sion a General Convention of Armenian
Churches on Religious Education, to be
able to discuss in an open but scientific
mind and cooperative spirit the problems
involved.

In the past, a divergence of interests and
attitudes has been apparent. Suce decentral-
ized educational system may have been en-
couraged by the excellent democratic ideals
of freedom and self-sufficience in the
American social system and educational
philosophy. Each church may have been let
to act as an independent unit more or less,
or dependent on regional authorities.

That background of a mentality of in-
dependence may also explain why, since
1940, when the S. Schools system of the
Catholicossate of Cilicia was introduced in
the Armenian churches of America, the
curriculum was mostly of a local initiative.
And even after 1960, when an effort for
uniformity has been attempted, the task of
programming has been entrusted to casual
agencies available, and consequently curri-
cular materials have been compiled or
adopted mostly from sources quite remote
from Armenian traditions and practices.

Since then, diligent studies for improve-
ment have been made separately by each
church group, but still always separately.

It is ripe time, that a more effective sys-
tem of cooperation and interdependence
between different systems of religious educ-
ation in America be worked out, to be able
to coordinate the forces and create new pos-
sibilities for growth and unity.
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Prelacy of the Armenian
Apostolic Church of America
138 E. 39th Street
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AN IDEAL GIFT
FOR ALL OCCASIONS. ...

Elizabeth Bauer’s
ARMENIA—PAST & PRESENT
$32

An interesting and beautiful addition

to your library. Consider purchasing

a copy for yourself, for a friend or

Jor your local school or university
library.

This book is a most effective tool to
promote Armenian culture.

To place your order, please call or
write to:

THE BOOKSTORE

Prelacy of the

Armenian Apostolic Church

138 E. 39th Si., New York, NY 10016

Tel.: (212) 689-7810
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Here is a worthy common cause and a
constructive basis for all sections of Arme-
nian communities to cooperate and suc-
ceed.

Here is a field where we can begin to
work together!

All these may sound revolutionary and
reformatory.

But no nation can survive and progress
without a renewing spirit of reformative ac-
tion. And the deepest and most far-reach-
ing of all revolution and reformation is that
which takes place in the realm of thought
and spirit.

I congratulate you for your courage and
devotion to this mission of reform and re-
newal in the Religious Educational System
of the Church.

Even if the churches stand apart, the
Sunday Schools can cooperate!

PUZANT YEGHIAYAN
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Jwgnbh Yepyny Yp wnkuGhGp pk pGyuypuh
nppwlh yhEwlh vp vke hGlwo E UikunwpwGh
njutG, YnoGph uppwpwn 2GnpApke qplniws
Awg ppunwuwwnpnriphip: Uklp Y'mqlbp np
Ukp UwgpkGh Ghnbkgingt quiwlGhpp Rupw-
quun quawlGlpp ppwé hptGg LGwnwGhpht,
hrbig UqghG & hpkGg byknkging: 2kGp
YnGwp pry wwwy npowu nr wi hn niqué Yhp-
yny pwnwy dbin GibnbgimiG winiwt Ak kb
Ubkp Ephwniwuwpnnipbut Swhwiwnwqphl Akwn:
Ukppwwku skGp nighn np wiypol ki wngklwn
UhdGuy Awyg annnyrpnhi phinwuwnn ub-
rmibnp:

UULUU R, yUeNNhuny
Utdh SwiG Uhihyhng

—clGfipwdlipn skGp Ghuankin phoinky opk
o phy Up waliih qqugring Yupkinprphiin
i whfipwdbinnphtn Ynoliph niumigihus,
dbp Gnpuwhwu ukpralinh plnAwbmup puu-
wnhwpwlnpbut & wénp pupnjwlwt wid-
Guanpruphwt junnignuihf nbuwlbink: Luy
lnp ubpmiinhG dvwnwdkm uwynln yhpwyp
Ukq Yp nbk, pufiwfu, wwhinllgnighs hpwlw-
GruphiGGlnnt nhiwg, m pt' YpofiwlwG, pt'
wqquipl whuwlknk Ywnwbquinp win yh-
Gwllkpkd  thphnibigm dhwl dhengp, GG
wyn ubpniinp Ainglyku pwpdpwgliliin ke Yn
bwywlwy. Yhpwyny vn plnnilhy wwgm Anqhpl
wnwitkniphilip' Ghiphl Ypwy: M wn mippn-
Gnwiny, ohGupup b qlwhwnbih  wohw-
nuwlp Yp wwGhG JUSUUSULBUSZS U.
BUbIE8hN3  UhPUULOPEUS JUng-
FUPULVEIE, U. Upnnhu yErhG Andutu-
mpmiphiln b puowbprapiulin Yuwgknn: Up
thushwphlip np dEG Uh douly Uhpwlilioptiug
Ywpdwnwlipn plinwpéwly whnwwnwGhe,
ehwwlhg prpuy wgu whfibpplh Gadwpiani-
PEwl b Rywpin' hpkl Yunwhnws Gowg
wunniwdwhiwbng bk pwpdp wwnunwlwlni-
phEwl ¥p Awdwps:

2U.,BL U. uleNhuny

—alp Awtwinwép, np wGgling 35 wnw-
PRGERm plipugpht, UhpuwyGoptwy Yypng-
Gknp, Utkinwpwbh puph ubkipdtipp guikght
Ukp dnpnynipnh kplukn quiwlGhpniG upp-
whpnil m AnghGhpnl ULy, npnlp, wnwlu
O1liguiG n wlkguil b wwnupkp nupdwt wé-
Yuwuljwd»:

NNEYS UL buenahuny

Quiyg. Ghtnkgm 2rapg judpniwd br wlnp
Yhwlphl nt wnwpbympbwt ubipwnpt uwwynuud
ukprlin Upl E wyu ukpuGnp: Lnhwnnblbwlut
ghwnwlgnipbwdp, UibnwpwiGh dwlopni-
phwdp odwnnuwd ubipmibin ¥p' np dugg. G-
nbiginy wrwlnnipbuwdp §wyph hn YhwéGpp
ephwnnGEwlwt ulqpmilplkpm b Aw) wp-
dEpltipnt Swnwniyplwt ULobl: Qwyg. Llk-
nbginy YpoGwlwb-vpuynipught nkphl Aw-
muwpwyly  Awtwnwgny  ubpmtn b wyu:
Ulnp finghle punwpnawé Rwy wnoppht,
2wpwlwGh, Stupl m wwwninpbws wnwn-
pkpny b hphG Rwpwquin §p qquy duyg.
Gltnkginy wywonmwimtpp, pbUp, wnwpkini-
Phatp:

Ny vhwil AwGquinkws opbipnifi, moGwlhws
wnhpbhpniG bpkigny n thwginn ukpniing, wyg
Ehtntginy wikGonbwy Gkwlpl m dwnwfingni-
PhGGEpp puding clunGwph RkpnusGhpnt uk-
rrbnp, Awdbun b wewie wGGpiwp wwy-
YwGGhpnt wwl qnpény bphuinwuwnpnihpn:
hnpphy  pnwipp: UppwlGopbuy  wpdw-
Pullhnm puuwpwlikpmi ke Yp dnGke,
wnopp, libwwpwt. swpulws m {uy k-
nkginy wwindniphit i niuniguhe, pwlht Jko
wzwlbpinbbprl Awdwp uwnkp Yp Lhwquw-
YepwhG, Yp TwElwGws wling Rkwn, winnpn-
Gkp Yp huquulbpwks whnlg Awdwp, RuG-
nkulikn Yp wwuppht, vk uoupny' §n nunGub
whuphd b1 wGybnup Gwnwlhpp Fhpwqnil
dwnwihG' Rphumnnuhp b1 UGnp Ghplywimppitn
nwpbipna Ypwy b dwg dnnnynipnht dky wiy-
pligling Qwg. BlbknbginG:

YUNESbU R,
Ujennuyhg Gupnnhynu

Uunniwdwiluyp, 1896 P
qupd* 4. UniptGbugGh
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We are happy to introduce our 1983 Diary
and Christmas Seals.

The work of art is a masterpiece of Vart-
kes Soureniantz [1896], an Armenian artist
born in Akhaltzkha. It presently decorates
the walls of the Etchmiadzin museum.

The theme of the *““Mother Protector’’ was
specially chosen to send our message of love
throughout the world.

We pray for peace to prevail through the
love of our hearts.

Diary and Seals will soon be in the mail so
you can start your Christmas mailing early.
For a special order of quantities, please con-
tact the Prelacy office:

138 East 39th Street
New York, N.Y. 10016

Tel.: (212) 689-7810
HELP WANTED...?

The Prelacy office will put you in con-

" tact with individuals with the following

background preparation:

Teaching:

1. B.A.: Major—French, Minor—Political
Science
M.A.: Language and International Trade
M.A.: Spanish/Bilingual Education.

Teaching experiences: English Language
Instruction; Armenian Studies Instructor;

Supervisory and organizational experience:
Assistant Journalist; Administrative As-
sistant in sales and services; Resident Ad-
visor in university housing offices.

Languages: Fluent in Armenian, English
and Spanish. Good conversational ability
and reading ability in French. Has also
studied German.

Ref. 101

. B.A.in Elemertary Education.

Experience in Administrative positions,
writing, translating, radio programming.

[}

Languages: Armenian, English, French.

(Continued on page 7)



ARMENIAN NATIONAL EDUCATION
COMMITTEE SCHOOLS

by Hourig Papazian-Sanagian

The perpetuation of Armenians as a dis-
tinct people is in jeopardy, generally in the
diaspora, but more specifically in the Unit-
ed States. Loss of identity among the young,
is the greatest danger threatening the con-
tinuity of the Armenian community, as we
know it.

Throughout our history, in times of crisis,
our leaders have wisely turned to education
as their only available weapon and bastion
of survival. Being aware of this, the educ-
ators and community leaders who make up
the membership of the Armenian National
Education Committee, fully realize that the
education of the coming generation is the
single most important factor in the cultural
continuity of our people. The Armenian
National Education Committee is keenly
aware that Armenian education through
Armenian schools is a critical pillar of cul-
tural salvation; along with the Mother
Church and the Armenian family.

The Armenian National Education Com-

mittee further acknowledges that the pur-
pose of Armenian education in the dias-
pora, is to raise our young generation’s Ar-
menian identity to the level of conscious-
ness. The normal and natural vehicle of im-
plementing this goal is through the Arme-
nian language. The ideal is to transmit the
ancestral heritage through this ‘‘natural”’
medium, the mother tongue, in which one’s
forefathers passed the cultural message
from one generation to the next. But faced
with the challenges of the American reality,
we are tempted to confuse the means with
the end; because language, in the final ana-
lysis, is a means of communication, not an
end in itself.
' Armenian education, therefore, has a
dual goal: on the one hand, teaching young-
sters the beautiful Armenian language
(where possible), and on the other, teaching
them to value the cultural treasures of their
forefathers.

A.NL.E.C. is charged with fulfilling these
twin goals; as it assists and supervises the
Armenian one-day schools under the juris-
diction of the Eastern Prelacy of the Arme-
nian Apostolic Church of North America
and the Armenian Relief Society Regional
Executive, in the United States and
Canada. A.N.E.C. will spare no effort ‘‘to
install an unquenchable Armenian spirit in
each student, based on knowledge of the
Armenian language and culture.”’

Take an Armenian youngster by the hand
today and guide his feet toward the path to
Armenian learning in an Armenian school
close to you. Help the Armenian National
Education Committee to instill that ‘“un-
quenchable spirit”’ in enlightened Arme-
nian generations yet to come.

Armenian National Education
Committee Saturday/One day Schools:

CONNECTICUT

St. Stephen’s School, 167 Tremont Street,
New Britain, CT. 06051. Rev. Sahak An-
dekian (201) 229- 8322.

FLORIDA

Arinenian School of Longwood, Fla., 1151
Oriole Street, Longwood, FL 32750. Mrs.
Varso Nakutis.

ILLINOIS
Daniel Varoujan School, 1701 No. Green-
wood, Glenview, IL 60025. Mr. Siragan
Kerkonian

Mesrobian School No. 1, 1732 Maple St.,
Granite City, IL 62040. Rev. Khoren Hab-
eshian (618) 451-7884

Mesrobian School No. 2, 471 Woodsmill
Road, St. Louis, MO 63141. Mailing add-
ress: Mesrobian School, 1732 Maple St.,
Granite City, IL 62040. Rev. Khoren Hab-
eshian (618) 451-7884

St. Paul Sat/Sun School, ¢/o Mrs. Kathe-
rine K. Mekaelian, 921 Gage Lane, Lake
Forest, IL 60045 (312) 234-4026

MARYLAND (WASHINGTON, D.C.)
Hamasdegh Sat/Sun School, 4906 Flint Dr.
Chevy Chase, MD 20016. Mr. Aram Balik-
jian (301) 229-8742

MASSACHUSETTS

St. Gregory Sat/Sun School, 4906 Flint Dr.
158 Main Street, No. Andover, MA 01845.
Mr. Tom Vartabedian (617) 685-5038

St. Gregory School, 135 Goodwin Street,
Indian Orchard, MA 01051. Rev. Antranig
Baljian (413) 543-4763

St. Stephen’s School, Cultural and Educa-
tional Center, 47 Nichols Ave., Watertown,
MA 02172. Mrs. Agnes Ourfalian (617)
924-7562

St. Asdvadzadzin School, 211 Church St.,
Worcester, MA 01588. Rev. Gomidas Der
Torossian (617) 234-3677

Holy Trinity School, 635 Grove Street,
Worcester, MA 01605. Rev. Vasken Bekiar-
ian (617) 752-0782

MICHIGAN

A.R.S. Zavarian School No. 1, 19310 Ford
Road, Dearborn, MI 48128. Mrs. Verjine
Baligian (313) 255-4141

A.R.S. Zavarian School No. 2, ¢/0o Mrs.
Hermine Manoogian, 5548 Edinborough
Dr., W. Bloomfield, MI 48033

(313) 626-7384

NEW JERSEY

Nareg School, 461 Bergen Blvd., Ridge-
field, NJ 07657. Mrs. Rima Koeshgerian
(201) 944-2188

Ararat Schools*, Armenian Cultural
School Association, P.O. Box 185, Middle-
town, NJ 07748. Miss Zabel Ajemian

(201) 536-8330

Mr. Gary Kulhanjian (Senior Div.)

(201) 671-6853

NEW YORK

The A.N.E.C. Siamanto Academy, 138 E.
39 Street, New York, NY 10016

(212) 689-7231. Dr. Steve Checkosky. Mrs.
Hourig Papazian-Sahagian

St. Illuminator’s School, 69-23 47 Ave.,
Woodside, NY 11377. (212) 478-4073

St. Mesrob School of Rockland County ,
Armenian Educational Society of Rockland
County, P.O. Box 118, Congers, NY 10920
Mrs. Nellie Minassian (914) 268-3173

Mr. Jacques Dostourian

St. Sarkis School, 42 Avenue and 213 St.,
Bayside, NY 11361. Mrs. Sirpuhi Mark
(212) 229-6790

OKLAHOMA

Armenian School of Oklahoma City
Armenian Cultural House of Oklahoma
P.O. Box 60181, Mrs. Hasmik Amirian

PENNSYLVANIA

Haigazian School, 8701 Ridge Ave., Phila.
PA 19128. Archpriest Arsen Hagopian
(215) 482-3344

RHODE ISLAND

Mourad School, 402 Broadway, Providence
RI 02909. Mrs. Maggie Nalbandian

(401) 831-6399

WISCONSIN

A.R.S. Marzbed School, 4100 North New-
man Road, Racine, WI 53406. Mrs. Sonia
Buchaklian (414) 632-2033

Armenian School of Madison, ¢/0 Mrs.
Silva Khoshafian, 706 R. Eagle Heights
Apts., Madison, WI 53705 (608) 231-3758

CANADA

BRITISH COLUMBIA

A.R.S. Araz School of British Columbia,
4324-48 B Street, Delta, British Columbia,
Canada V4K 2R4, Mr. Vasken Movsesian
(604) 946-8802

ONTARIO

Armenian Cultural Center of Hamilton, 69
Princess Street, Hamilton, Ont., Canada
L8L 3K8. Mr. R. Jenabian (416) 549-5441

A.R.S. Armenian School of Cambridge,
Ontario, Armenian Cultural Center of
Cambridge, P.O. Box 423, Cambridge,
Ont., Canada L7R 3Y3

A.R.S. Roubina Armenian School of
Windsor, Ontario, Hai Getron, 702 Pierre,
Windsor, Ont., Canada N98 AKS

QUEBEC

Sourp hagop Saturday School, 3401 Oliva-

Asselin, Montreal, Que., Canada H4J IL5

Mr. Hagop Simonian

DAY SCHOOLS, U.S.A.:

MICHIGAN

A.R.S. Armenian Day School, 19300 Ford

Road, Dearborn, MI 48128

(313) 336-8090

NEW JERSEY

The Armenian School of New Jersey*

817 River Rd., New Milford, NJ 07646

Mr. Krikor Pidejian (201) 967-5940
(Continued on page 7)

APPEAL FOR LEBANON RELIEF

Dearly beloved:

Over the past seven years we have wit-
nessed with a heavy.heart the tragic events
which have overtaken the people of that
beautiful land of the Cedars, Lebanon.

Though small in size, this God-given
land of milk and honey manifested a spirit
well-beyond its modest dimensions. It trans-
formed itself into a safe haven for our dis-
persed people since those dark days of 1915.

It is pitiful that because of political de-
velopments unrelated to her own political
position, Lebanon lost its tranquility. The
tumultuous events of the recent Middle
Eastern politics are an immediate reflection
of the disrupted Lebanese existence. As
Lebanon was being trampled underfoot,
the great governments of the world observ-
ed without concern as the most enlightened
people of the Arab world were sacrificed to
the aggression of neighboring adversaries.

The tragic consequences; over 100,000
lives were lost, over a million people were
forced into exile, while hundreds of villages
were destroyed, and the Lebanese political
and economic life was devastated. On June
6th, the Israeli army marched into Lebanon,
and occupied one third of its territories. It
proceeded to destroy the historical cities of
Sidon and Tyre and their inhabitants. It cut
off and surrounded West Beirut, justifying
these acts as being military expedient in
mopping out pockets of PLO terrorists.
These acts are never justifiable; politics can-
not explain the killing or maiming of the in-
nocent, women, children or the aged. As
First Executive Director of UNICEEF,
Maurice Pate says: ‘I have never been able
to look into the eyes of a starving child and
ask its politics.”’

In the face of this, the Lebanese govern-
ment has been rendered powerless. It stands
bitterly against a world which has decided
that these events in Lebanon are offering an
excellent opportunity to find a final solu-
tion of Middle Eastern problems, even
though Lebanon may be destroyed.

However, inspite of all this, inspite of
death and destruction, inspite of the spilling
of innocent blood, and the suffering of the
wounded, there is hope that, like the
pheonix from out of the ashes, this land too
shall rise again from out of its ashes and
rubble, to become a land of brotherhood
and mutual understanding with other
nations, and become once more that jewel
sparkling on the eastern shore of the Medi-
terranean where the Lebanese Christian and
Moslem communities will live side by side in
harmony.

Lebanon should belong to the Lebanese.

And we, Armenians who have seen pain
and death, who have lived under the threat
of exile and fear of uncertainty, should feel
and understand the plight of the Lebanese
more than any other nation. The Lebanese
Armenians have joined hands in their effort
to save that 6,000 year old cultural history
of Lebanon, the country which opened her
arms to shelter the many civilized and per-
secuted people of the world. At the same
time, the Lebanese Armenians know that
their life in Lebanon allows them to live and

grow as diasporan Armenians and be able
to secure the future posterity of the Arme-
nian natjon.

It is a shame, if realizing the history of
our people’s plight, our sufferings and our
standing as the first Christian nation in the
world, we do not extend a helping hand to
our brothers and sisters in Lebanon.

It is our deepest desire that Lebanon will
soon rise again to its feet, that the plight of
the Palestinian people will be resolved
peacefully, and that all parties will respect
the internationally recognized boundaries
and sovereignity of Lebanon. All parties
should help the strengthening of the central
government and the national army with the
departure of all foreign forces and with the
implementation of the economic structure.

A special day of prayer for peace in the
Middle East was observed on August 15 in
all churches in our Prelacy jurisdiction.

A special plate collection was made
during this memorial celebration. All col-
lections will go towards the Lebanon Relief
Fund.

Remember, as State Secretary Schultz re-
cently said: ‘“We cannot accept the loss of
life brought home to us every day on our
television screens.”” Thus, we are reminded
everyday as we view our television screens,
that Lebanon needs our help. The challenge
is greater for us as Armenians, since our
brothers and sisters, our culture is in the
midst of this turmoil. Their loss will be
ours. We must help now!

Prayerfully,

BISHOP MESROB ASHIJIAN
PRELATE

Donations for Lebanon Relief can be
made through the Prelacy or through any
one of the following organizations:

1. Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic
Church of America
138 E. 39th St., New York, NY 10016

2. Armenian Relief Society Inc.
212 Stuart St., Boston, Mass. 02116.

3. Catholic Relief Services
1011 First Ave., New York, NY 10022

4. Church World Service/CROP
94 Shaker Rd., E. Longmeadow,
" E. Longmeadow, MA 01028

5. International Red Cross
61 Harvard St., Worcester, MA 01609

6. United Nations Children’s Fund
UNICEF/LEBANON RELIEF
331 E. 38 St., New York, NY 10016

7. Oxfam America
115 Broadway
Boston, MA 02116

8. Save the Children

Lebanon Emergency Appeal Dept. P.

Westport, CT. 06880
(Continued on page 7)

 STATEMENT

In the past few years, certain groups and
individuals have committed violent acts in
the name of Armenian National Liberation.
These acts have been a matter of grave con-
cern to the Armenian Church, for they are
contrary to the Christian principles of the
Church. Such wanton acts resulting in
death and destruction by any group or in-
dividual in the name of any cause are to be
condemned by the Armenian Church. As a
Christian spiritual leader, the Church can-
not do otherwise.

Throughout the seventeen centuries of its
existence, the Armenian Church, true to the
principles of Christianity, has always coun-
seled peace and justice for all mankind.

It has fostered God’s Commandments
and Christ’s teachings in the life of its
people. As a national as well as a religious
institution, the Armenian Church has been
in the forefront in the defense of its nation.
Whenever the Armenian nation suffered
any tragedy through the vicissitudes of his-
tory, the Church never forgot its Christian
principles, meeting each problem with for-
bearance. The continual assaults upon the
Armenian people within its own homeland
by a succession of invading forces were met
with-resolute spirit and faith, but also with
the force of arms when necessary for self-
defense. The burgeoning onslaughts on the
Armenian people culminated in the mas-
sacre of half the nation during the first
world war. Beyond the loss of such a great
number of its sons and daughters, the
nation lost all of its possessions, and most
lamentably, a permanent homeland. The

Turkish government that put the Armenian
people to the sword has never recompensed
its victims, let alone acknowledged the
heinous act. For more than two generations,
the Armenian people have been traumatized
of their plight. Peaceful attempts to redress
their grievances have been met by ambival-
ence or outright rejection.

The Armenian Church and Armenian lay
organizations have met with little success in
calling attention to their pleas for justice.

The Church understands full well the
frustration of the people in the face of such
tribulations and continuing injustice. At the
same time, it cannot condone a blind vio-
lence even with justice as the avowed goal.
Such a course flouts the ideals of Christiani-
ty, harms the innocent, and in the end is
unproductive. Violating the Sixth Com-
mandment, as with any other command-
ment, is relatively easy, as it is pointless.
There is no reward in such a course. The
challenge for the Armenians is to do some-
thing positive and lasting for the Armenian
nation. How much better if the sons and
daughters of the Church were to use their
God-given creativity and imagination to
develop a means that would truly lead to
justice for the Armenian people.

There is also a concomitant challenge for
the rest of the world, which is to provide a
legal and peaceful means for all stateless
people with legitimate grievances to present
their case and receive satisfaction without
having to resort to violence and terrorism.

BISHOP MESROB ASHJIAN
August 10, 1982 PRELATE



“WHAT DO PARENTS EXPECT OF SUNDAY SCHOOLS”’

Christian education is primarily the re-
sponsibility of parents within the family
structure. The child acquires his christian
values through identification with his par-
ents. The attitudes parents have towards
Church, Sunday School, prayer and family
devotion, determine the child’s outlook on
all matters concerning our Christian faith,
Children spend one hour each week at
Sunday School, whereas parents are with
them all or most of the hours during the
week. Therefore, it is in the home that
Christian values are transmitted to the child
through the living example of the parents.
Sunday Schools only reinforce what chil-
dren have acquired in the family atmos-
phere. If parents are truly convinced of the
mission of Sunday Schools they ought to
show this conviction through an active in-
terest in Sunday Schools. At times they
ought to volunteer to teach or help organize
activities for the children, thus through
active participation demonstrate to their
children that they value Sunday Schools to
a high degree. Consequently, children sense
their parents’ real and genuine concern and
they also get involved wholeheartedly. But if
parents don’t feel responsible enough to
take their children to Sunday School,
through indifference, negligence or sheer
laziness, children sense this very quickly.
When they see that their father drops them
at Sunday School and goes to chat with a
friend somewhere else, instead of going to
church and participating in the Mass, chil-
dren realize that the activity is simply done
mechanically, as duty, and lacks spirit.
Therefore, whenever the circumstances

change, children are ready to quit Sunday
School for good. This becomes a heart-
breaking loss for their parents and for the
church community.

In some cases it is the children in Sunday
School that minister the faith to their par-
ents. Oftentimes parents do not react to
other influences in their community but
most of the time they react positively to
the message of christian values brought
home to them by their children from Sun-
day School. If they are not keen on praying
in the family, children invite them to pray
as they have learned in Sunday School.
They innocently retell the Christian stories
they have heard from their teacher to their
parents, thus filling the family with new
blessings of a christian message. Some-
times children even admonish parents for
things they do or say which are not approv-
ed by Sunday School values. Children
minister to their parents in a very unique
manner,

Parents would like to cooperate with
Sunday School teachers who model christian
values through their relationship with the
children. Abstract concepts of honesty,
truth, love of God and fellow men, need to
be clarified through the living example of
the teachers. The loving and caring attitude
of the teachers for the children, their
genuine concern for their welfare, their
interest in the family as well as the child,
are factors that make children wait for the
following Sunday to see their teachers again.

Parents expect Sunday Schools to make
the Bible Stories and Armenian Church
history, relevant to the child’s daily ex-

periences. Biblical characters and Saints of
the Armenian Church should have a point
of identification with the children living in
the present society. If that relevance is not
made clear to them it won’t have an impact
on their present life.

Parents expect Sunday Schools to bring
the children closer to the church. They ought
to be the future members and leaders of the
church, if they haven’t learned to love their
church early in their lives, they won’t trouble
themselves later on to serve the church
wholeheartedly. In order to bring them
closer to the church, they ought to attend
Mass as a group, every Sunday. They
need to acquire the knowledge of the Mass
and the liturgy of the Armenian church and
learn to sing the Sharagans. Music has a
great appeal to children and when they
participate in the Mass they’ll enjoy it and
appreciate if more fully.

Children in Sunday School ought to learn
to take on responsibilities gradually, be
traincd as the future youth leaders, board
members, delegates, board of trustee mem-
bers, Sunday School teachers. Initiative
should be encouraged in pupils, and in their
small ways they should learn to contribute
towards the welfare of their Sunday School.
Leaders are not born, they are prepared.
Unless they have a chance to bring out their
potential, they will remain passive in the
church life in the future, as adults. Due to
the conducive atmosphere for learning and
growth in Sunday Schools, in which the
church bond is made clear te the children,
the church community will reap a harvest
of devoted members who actively participate

in the life of our church. They’ll become
the future parish priests, deacons and choir
leaders or members of the church.

Christian fellowship is sought by parents
when they take their children to Sunday
School. Children need to share their ex-
citing new adventures in christian living
with their friends and teachers. Getting to-
gether with their peer groups who share
the same values is very reassuring for chil-
dren and teenagers. Sometimes lasting
friendships are established in Sunday
Schools which become enriching experiences
for them. They can do constructive things
together, have special group projects, have
contacts with children of other Sunday
Schools and have opportunities for sharing
their knowledge and experiences with Ar-
menian children in other cities and states.

This leads to the final point I would
like to make. Sunday Schools should em-
ploy up-to-date teaching methods with as
much pupil participation and involvement
as possible. Teachers should make use of
dialogues, discussions, and projects in or-
der to secure maximum participation.
Audio-visual aids in the form of slides,
filmstrips, video tapes and audio materials
will create a great deal of interest for the
subject matter taught in Sunday Schools
and make learning a most exciting adven-
ture. So that children wait anxiously for
Suhdays to come when they will have the
week’s most rewarding and fulfilling ex-

‘perience. The Sunday School.

From the faculty of the
Beirut University College

HELP WANTED (Continued from page 5)

3. 37 years experience in elementary level
teaching.

Languages: Armenian, French, Russian,
Persian.
Ref. 102

Bookkeeping

3 years experience. Knowledge of com-
puters—BASIC. Languages spoken:
Armenian, Spanish.
Ref. 103
Journalism
B.A. in Journalism and minor in Business.
B.A. Major in Journalism and minor in
Business.

Experience in advertising, writing, pub-
lic relations, and Administrative/Man-
agerial work.

Language: English.

Ref. 104
Please address all inquiries 1o Sona Ha-
malian, Administrative Assistant (o the

Prelate. 138 E. 39th Street, New York,
N.Y. 10016.

ARMENIAN NATIONAL EDUCATION
SCHOOLS (Continued from page 6)

NEW YORK

St. Hluminator’s Armenian Day School,
69-23 47 Avénue, Woodside, NY 11377.
(212) 478-4073

CANADA

ONTARIO

A.R.S. Babayan Kindergarten and Day
School, 45 Hallcrown Place, Willowdale.
Ont., Canada M2J 4Y4. Mr. Markar
Sharabkhanian (416) 491-2675

QUEBEC

Sourp Hagop Armenian Day School
A.R.S. Kindergarten & Elementary School
2005 Victor Dore, Montreal, Quebec,
Canada H3M 1S4. Mrs. Aghavni Eloian
(514) 332-1373

*Not under A.N.E.C. jurisdiction
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On July 29, 1982, 31 students from Prelacy sponsored Sunday, and Armenian Saturday
and Day Schools flew to Armenia to spend three weeks in the summer residence of His
Holiness Vazken I, Catholicos of All Armenians, and in the Girovagan Artek Jampar. Es-
corting the group was Very Rev. Khajag Hagopian, Special Assistant to His Grace, Bishop

Mesrob Ashjian, Prelate.

His Grace, Bishop Ashjian made a special effort to be at the airport to personally bid fare-
well to each member of the group. He addressed the group saying that they were not in-
dividual travellers but special ambassadors, thus, they had to act such that they would be
worthy of this privilege granted to them and come back with the determination to remain

Jaithful to their faith, nation and countrv.
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children.

The publication of this issue was made possible through the generosity
of a special lady who believes in this very powerful way of reaching our

May we, through her good example, gain the energy and rededication to
the task before us. The task ahead is great, but so also determination to
achieve a more secure future for our children.




