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MESSAGE TO MY CHILD

SILVA KAPUTIKIAN
When Spring dressed in blossoming flowers
Awakened its brooks with the song of the bird,
With life reborn, urged by gentle powers,
My child’s voice was heard.

As if it were holy communion,
Parting the sweet lips of my young,
He uttered a priceless word

In our saintly Armenian tongue.

Heed then this advice, little son,

As it comes from your mother’s heart,
This day I place in your trust,

The Armenian language,

A treasure from which you must ne’er part.

It has sliced through dark nights of the past,
Ever roaring forward with hope,

At the zenith of the Armenian arrow

With the saintly genius of Mesrop.

It has inspired script and prayer,

It has created legend and rhyme,

It has become promise and a banner,
Marking our progress through time.

With it the Armenian wanderer

Has uttered his heartfelt woe,

From it our people have thundered battle songs
As they marched against the foe.

My mother sang its lullabies

As she cradled me ‘tween her hips,

And now reaching across the years,

Worn smooth and mellowed through centuries,
It has finally touched your lips.

So my beloved child,

Open those precious lips and sing,

Let our ancient words mature in your mouth,
From you, the cherished language will sing.

Hold it always close like a lover

For power to you ’t will impart

Like the sacred snows of mount Ararat,
Or your ancestors’ ashes

Keep it ever near your heart.

Protect it with the shield of your bared chest
Against every enemy, evil or strife,

As you would defend your own mother

From a sword drawn against her life.

Remember my son,

Under this moon,

Wherever you go,

Whomever you are among,

SOONER FORSAKE YOUR MOTHER’S NAME
THAN FORGET YOUR MOTHER TONGUE.

Translated by LEVON TOPOUZIAN
English verse IRWIN M. SIEGEL
Chicago, Illinois



THE LAST LESSON

ALPHONSE DAUDET (1840-1897)

The story of a School Boy of Alsace-Lorraine

NOTE:

The Armenian translation of the French
realist writer, Alphonse Daudet’s short story
appeard in the May 1982 issue of the
Yerevan avant-gard literary monthly,
““Karoun’’. This publication features the
works of writers, poets and scholars, who
make up the membership of the Yerevan-
based Armenian Writers’ Union.

In his forward, the translator, Garen
Simonian, points out that Daudet wrote
several of his most powerful novels and
short stories during the 1870-s, at the time
when the Prussians were making incursions
into French territory, which eventually led
to the annexation of Alsace-Lorraine.

““The Last Lesson’’ was written during the
tumultuous period of the Prussian occupa-
tion of Alsace-Lorraine. Alphonse Daudet
describes the emotions of an Alsacian school
boy’s final realization that he is about to lose
his nationality, as he will no longer be allow-
ed to learn his maternal language; the Prus-
sians having forbidden the teaching of
French in that border region.

Without so many words, Simonian gent-
ly allows the reader to draw parallels bet-
ween “‘The Last Lesson’’, with its poignant
homily of how a people lost national integri-
ty when they were deprived of their
language; and the long history of similar
Armenian losses and retreats in language

ac

and nationhood. Simonian asserts, ‘‘...na-
tional identity does not die when one loses
one’s land, it dies when one loses his
language...”’

The similies are subtly crafted; Simonian
guides the reader to draw his own conclu-
sions. He writes, ““To tell the truth, the Prus-
sions were not the first and only government
that succeeded in obliterating the culture and
nationhood of an annexed country and peo-
ple, by attacking first and foremost their
native tongue.”’

Simonian goes on to describe another ex-
ample, this time from the pages of the
historic yet always current conflict between
the British and the Irish. He quotes King
John the first of England, who decreed; in
the secret Treaty of Ireland in 1616, **...that
the use of the English language must be ever
increased and the Irish language cast out and
destroyed!”’

Is Simonian sending out a clarion call to
Armenians everywhere to follow his
courageous example to take a stand against
the erosion of our language and the resulting
loss of our national identity; which in the
last analysis, represents the denial of self ...
a final kind of death?

Hourig Papazian-Sahagian
Armenian National Education Committee

NeVL.

I was late for school that morning and
dreaded a scolding especially since Monsieur
Hamel was going to test us on participles,
and I did not know the first thing about
them. The thought of running away and
spending the day out of doors flashed
through my mind. It was so warm, so
bright! The birds were chirping at the edge
of the woods; and in the open field back of
the saw-mill, the Prussian soldiers were drill-
ing. It was all much more appealing than the
rule for participles, but somehow I found
the strength to resist temptation and hurried
off to school.

When I passed the town hall there was a
crowd in front of the bulletin board. For the
last two years all our bad news had come
from there — the lost battles, the draft, the
orders of the commanding officer — and I
thought to myself without stopping: ‘‘What
can be the matter now?”’

Then, as I hurried by as fast as I could,
the blacksmith, Wachter, reading the
bulletin along with his apprentice, called
after me: ‘‘Don’t run so fast, buddy; you'll
get to school in plenty of time”’

I thought he was making fun of me and
finally reached M. Hamel’s little garden, all
out of breath.

Usually, when school began, there was a
great commotion, which could be heard all
the way out to the street; the opening and
shutting of ‘desks, lessons recited aloud in
unison, with hands over our ears to enable
us to hear ourselves, and the teacher’s great
ruler rapping on the table. But now it was
all so still and quiet! I had counted on the
noise to get to my desk without being notic-
ed; but of course, that day everything had
to be as quiet as a Sunday morning.
Through the window I saw my classmates
already in their places, and M. Hamel pac-
ing up and down with his terrible steel ruler
under his arm. I had to open the door and
go befoe everybody. You can imagine how
I blushed and how frightened I was.

But nothing happened. M. Hamel saw me
and said very kindly: ““Go to your place
quickly, little Franz. We were beginning
without you.”’

I jumped over the bench and scrambied
to my seat. It wasn’t until I got over my
fright a little that I noticed our teacher was
wearing his beautiful green coat, his frille
shirt and the little black silk cap, all em-
broidered, that he wore only on inspection
and prize days.

Besides, the whole school seemed so
strange and solemn. But the thing that sur-
prised me the most was to see, all along the
back benches, the village people sitting
quietly; old Hauser, with his three-cornered
hat, the former mayeor, the former
postmaster and several others besides.
Everybody looked sad. Old Hauser had
brought an old reader, thumbed at the
edges, which he held open on his knees, with
his great spectacles lying across the pages.

While I was wondering about it all, Mon-
sieur Hamel mountedhis stand and in the

same grave and gentle tone which he had us-
ed for me, he said:

““My children, this is the last lesson I shall
teach you. The order has come from Berlin
to teach only German in the schools of
Alsace and Lorraine. The new school-master
comes tomorrow. This is your last lesson in
French. I want you to be very attentive.’’

I was thunder-struck by those words!

Oh, the monsters; that was what they had
put up at the town hall! My last French
lesson! Why, I hardly knew how to write!
I would never learn any more! I must stop
learning here and now! Oh, how sorry I was
for not learning my lessons better; for hun-
ting birds’ eggs, or going ice-skating on the
River Soar! My books, that seemed such a
nuisance a while ago, so heavy to carry ...
my grammar book and my history of the
saints, were old friends now ... how could
I give them up? And M. Hamel, too; the
idea that he was going away, that I would
never see him again, made me forget all
about his ruler and how cranky he was.

Poor man! It was in honor of this last
lesson that he had put on his fine Sunday
clothes; and now I understood why the old
men of the village were sitting in the back
of the room. It was because they were sorry
too, that they had not attended school more
often. It was their way of thanking our
school master for his forty years of faithful
service. It was their way of showing respect
for the country that was no longer their own.

While I was thinking of all this, I heard
my name called. It was my turn to recite.
I would have given anything; only to be able
to repeat that dreadful rule for the partici-
ple, all the way through, very loud and clear
... and without one mistake! But I got mix-
ed up on the first words and stood there,
holding onto my desk, my heart pounding
and not daring to look up. I heard M.
Hamel say to me:

“I won’t scold you, little Franz, you must
feel bad enough. This is the way it is! Every
day we have said to ourselves: ‘““Well, I’'ve
got plenty of time! I’ll learn it tomorrow!”’
And now you see where we are. Ah, that’s
the great trouble with Alsace; she puts off
learning till tomorrow. Now those fellows
out there will have the right to say to you:
‘How is it; you pretend to be Frenchmen,
and yet you can neither speak nor write your
own language?’ But you are not the worst,
poor little Franz. We all have a great deal
to reproach ourselves with.

““Your parents were not anxious enough
to make you learn. They preferred to have
you work on a farm or at the mills, just to
have a little more money. And I? I’m also
to blame. Have I not sent you out to my
garden to water the flowers, instead of do-
ing lessons? And when I wanted to go
fishing, didn’t I just give you a holiday?”’

Then M. Hamel went on to talk of the
French language, saying that it was the most
beautiful language in the world — the
clearest, the most logical; that we must
guard it among ourselves and never forget

(Continued on page 5)
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SEARCHING FOR A PERFECT
ARMENIAN-INSPIRED GIFT?

The Prelacy Ladies Guild has just what you’re looking for — ‘‘Paree Yegak’’
fingertip guest towels as pictured. The guest towels are available in white or beige.
The towels are $8.00 per pair.

Also available are U.Gn1y Cyjwy (Anoosh Ellah) cocktail napkins and Puph Glwf
(Paree Yegak)napkins in burgundy lettering. The napkins are white and each
package contains 25 napkins and sells for $2.50 per package.

Another very special gift is our elegant Scarf with Armenian Alphabet inscrip-
tion, selling for $25.00 each. Limited supply only.

Prelacy Ladies Guild
138 E. 39th Street, New York, N.Y. 10016

Name

Address

Phone

‘“‘Paree Yegak’’ Fingertip Guest Towels. Number of towels @ $8.00 a pair
Beige White

Pwuph GlYwf (Paree Yegak) Cocktail Napking. Number of Packages @ $2.50 per
package

UGy Lpuy (Anoosh Ellah) Cocktail Napkins Number of Packages @ $2.50
per package

For any purchase below the amount of $10.00, add $1.50 for postage and handl-
ing. For every additional five dollar purchase, add 50 cents.

Please make checks payable to Prelacy Ladies Guild.
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OUTREACH
Bishop Mesrob Ashjian, Prelate

Armenian Editor:
Very Rev. Khajak Hagopian

OUTREACH (USPS 426-490) is published
monthly by the Prelacy of the Armenian
Apostolic Church of America, 138 East
39th Street, New York, New York 10016,
(212) 689-7810. Unsolicited manuscript will
be considered for publication; please in-
clude a stamped, self-addressed return
envelope. We reserve the right to edit
articles in order to conform to space limit-
ations. Signed articles do not necessarily re-
flect the policy of the Armenian Apostolic
Church of America. Send all correspond-
ence to the above address to the attention
of the Editor. Printed in the United States
of America. Second class postage paid at
New York, N.Y. 10016.
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A.N.E.C. STUDENTS IN ARMENIA

Students from Armenian Schools of the Armenian National Education Committee pictured
with students from diaspora countries, during an Armenian singing lesson at Camp Ardek
in Kirovakan, Armenia.

Fifteen students and two teachers were selected from A.N.E.C. U.S. schools, to spend the
month of August in Armenia as guests of the Committee for Cultural Relations with Arme-
nians Abroad of Yerevan.

The group from A.N.E.C. schools spent the month creating international Armenian friend-
ships, learning their cultural and religious history and touring the Yerevan-Kirovakan region,
with its famous land-marks and sites.

History came alive for everyone ... unforgettable memories and associations were forged,
leading several students to write, *... ii still feels like a dream: to stand on the soil of my
fathers ... to breathe the air and drink the sweet waters of my beloved homeland! ...”

e —————

THE LAST LESSON
it. because when a people are enslaved, as
long as they hold firmly onto their language,
they possess the key to their prison.

Then he opened a grammar book and
read us our lesson. I was amazed to see how
well I understood it. Everything he said
seemed so simple, so easy! I had never listen-
ed so carefully, and he had never explained
everything with such patience. It seemed
almost as if the poor man wanted to teach
us all he knew before going away, and to
put it all into our heads in one lesson.

After the grammar, we had a writing
lesson. That day M. Hamel had made new
sample copies for us, written in his lovely,
ornate style: France, Alsace, France, Alsace.
They looked like little flags floating
everywhere in the school-room, hung from
the rod at the top of our desks. You should
have seen how every one set to work, and
how quiet it was! The only sound was the
scratching of the pens on the paper. Once
some beetles flew in; but nobody paid any
attention to them, not even the littlest ones,
who went right on tracing their letters. On
the roof the pigeons cooed very low; and I
thought to myself:

““I wonder if they’ll even make the pigeons
sing in German?’’

Whenever I looked up from writing I saw
M. Hamel sitting motionless in his chair and
gazing first at one thing, then at another as
if he wanted to fix in his mind just how
everything looked in that little school-room.
Imagine, for forty years he had been there
in the same place, with his garden outside
the window and his class in front of him,
just like that! Only the desks and benches
had been worn smooth; the walnut trees in

(Continued from page 2)

the garden were taller and the hops that he
had planted himself, twined around the win-
dows to the roof. How it must have broken
his heart to leave it all, poor man ... to hear
his sister moving around in the room
upstairs, packing their trunks! For they must
leave the country next day.

But M. Hamel bravely heard every lesson
to the last. After penmanship, we had a
lesson in history, while the babies chanted
their vowel sounds ...ba, be, bi, bo, bu. At
the back of the room old Hauser had put
on his spectacles and holding his primer in
both hands, spelled the letters with them.
You could see that he too, was crying ... his
voice trembled with emotion. It was so fun-
ny to hear him that we all wanted to laugh

.. and cry. Ah, how well I remember that
last lesson!

Suddenly the church clock struck twelve.
It seemed that only a short while afterwards,
the evening Angelus struck. At that same
moment, trumpets sounded under our win-
dows. It was the Prussians who were retur-
ning from drill! M. Hamel stood up, very
pale and tall ... I had never seen him look
so tall.

‘“My friends,”’ said he, ‘I — I — ’” But
something choked him up. He could not go
on.

Then he turned to the blackboard, took
a piece of chalk and bearing down on it with
all his might, he wrote as large as he could:

“VIVE LA FRANCE!”

Then he stopped and leaned his head
against the wall and without a word, raised
his hand to us:

““School is dismissed — you may go.”’
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Holiday Gift

Offer Especially
For You...
and for those qJecia( to you

“Armenia — Past and Present”
Now Available at an Exceptional Value.
For a Limited Time Only.*

A gift to please the mind, the eye,
and the spirit.

“ARMENIA” makes the ideal gift for almost anyone on

your holiday gift list. In brilliant full color, this richly
photographed and illustrated historical masterwork
will be appreciated not only by those whose own
heritage is bound within its vividly detailed pages, but
also by those who have yet to discover the fascinating
cultural treasures and eventful history of this sacred
land Armenia and its dynamic people.

How to order today.

Simply fill out the order form below. If more than one

copy is ordered, indicate the number of pairs. Every
two copiés ordered amounts to a total price of 850,
including shipping and handling.* You save 25% for
o copies regularly priced at $66.

*This offer expires on December 31, 1982
**Single copy orders total $34., including $2. for
shipping and handling

Prelacy of the
Armenian Apostolic Church of America
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Armenia Past and
Present: Written by
Elisabeth Bauer; color
photography by Jacob
Schmidheiny; a Terra
Magica illustrated book;
180 pages with 65 color
photographs; 90 black
and white photos and
illustrations and 15
maps. Printed
endpapers. 22,5 x 30
cm. Hardbound with
color jacket

Buy one copy at its regular $32. value and get
one additional copy at half-price. A 25% savings
just in time for holiday gift giving. Stock up
now and save on every two copies.

Print Last Name, First

Address
City
Check one:

[ Please send me

State Zip

pairs at $50. each

Amount:
O Please send me a single copy at $34.

Amount:

Please enclose a check or money order and
return this form to: Armenian Prelacy,

138 East 39th Street, New York, N.Y. 10016.
(212) 689-7810.

Please allow 2-3 weeks for delivery.




