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EDITORIAL
HOME IS WHERE THE HEART IS

This issue of OUTREACH is dedicated to Catholicos Karekin II, who will begin
his first official Pontifical Visit to our Diocese on June 2.

Those of us who worked with him during his term as Prelate of the Eastern
Prelacy look forward to seeing our ‘‘dear friend’’ who now happens to be
Catholicos. During his term of office we grew to respect his keen intellect, ap-
preciate his sharp sense of humor, and admire his personal compassion.

For those of you who will now meet Catholicos Karekin II for the first time,
we can fill this editorial column with laudatory words, but we choose not to. His
words will speak far more eloquently and effectively than ours:

‘... We are no longer a nation that looks back to its past, but rather a nation
that looks ahead to its future. The years that followed the massacres and the
genocide of 1915 were years when our fathers used to remember the dead, live with
traumatic memories and devote themselves to the recovery of their inner forces
for renewal and redressment. Now, the times are changed. We have a new young
generation that has overcome the era of mourning and consolation. The new mot-
to is to look forward.”

(from Pastoral Letter WHERE AM I?, October, 1982)

‘... How many thousands of churches were built by our fathers and destroyed
by our enemies in the past centuries? Our motherland of Armenia was a land adorn-
ed with thousands of churches being, as it were, the reflections of the heavenly
stars on the surface of the earth. Many, many of them were destroyed. But the
one Church, the only Church, the true Church, the eternal Church could not be
destroyed by any and all forces of evil, because that church was built in our souls
with faith, love, and hope, the inextinguishable sparkles of God’s presence in us.”’
(from THE CHURCH: OUR LIFE, Sermon delivered in Nicosia, Cyprus)

““I was in Antelias and could see the rockets falling on the seaside, some twenty
meters away from the Catholicosate, as well as in the neighboring orange orchards
and residential areas ... The sound was most terrifying ... pieces of shrapnel were
falling in the main courtyard of the Catholicossal residence. At 6 p.m., when the
fighting had subsided, I could leave Antelias and go to Bikfaya, 8 miles from
Antelias up on the mountains ... There, together with His Holiness Khoren I and
the members of the religious brotherhood we spent the evening being much con-
cerned and anxious ... The next day we had the liturgy in the Chapel of Bikfaya.
Very few people attended. They feared that the shelling could be resumed ... That
same night, or rather at 2:30 a.m., we all got out of our beds. The whole building
was shaking because of the heaviest bombardment that I had ever seen. I ordered
all the priestd and some twelve Seminary students who were staying in the Seminary
during the Summer to walk downstairs and to take shelter in the ground floor
behind the thick walls ... The rockets were coming from almost all directions ...”’
(from NOTE FROM A PERSONAL DIARY, October 20, 1978)

‘““We have to be concerned with the problems of others also, whether in Australia,
or in India, or in Africa; we cannot be selfish or self-centered if we claim to con-
fess Christ who is for all. Here is another challenge to the Orthodox Churches
of this Ecumenical Movement: to manifest our faith together with the whole family
of the Christian Churches and in the contest of human life at world level ... the
World Council of Churches is not a supra-church. It is not a new church. It is
a forum, a means of encounter and dialogue. Unity is not uniformity. The Or-
thodox will not cease to be Orthodox. The Protestants will not be converted into
the Orthodox Churches or this latter into one or the other of the Protestant
denominations. But all will see and will feel each other as sharers, participants
in the common heritage, in the one holy legacy of Christ, and begin to recreate
their life in that spirit of oneness: unity in diversity and not in uniformity. As one
of our patriarchs once put it, His Holiness Catholicos Zareh: ‘Today it is not the
form of the faith that is in question; today the faith itself is at stake.’ That is all
I am trying to say. If our Christian faith means anything to us, it must be shared
by all people and manifested for all people.”’

(from AN HOUR WITH THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, lecture
delivered April 20, 1978)

“Now we are a /iving nation. Having marched through the valley of death, having
passed the test of faith, now we are called to pass the test of a meaningful, fruit-
ful, creative, productive life in service to the same cause for which the martyrs
dedicated their lives at the cost of their death. Two days ago, when I was visiting
the Kellogg Center in Lansing, Michigan, to participate in the annual assembly
of the U.S. Conference of the World Council of Churches, I was deeply challeng-
ed by the beautiful, golden inscription taken from the words of Abraham Lin-
coln: ‘It is for us the Living ... to be dedicated here to the unfinished task.” ’
(from LIVING MARTYRDOM, speech, April 24, 1975)

Welcome, Vehapar, Welcome home!

U-U-0-S-S. Swpbghl P Yupnnhlnu, Ubsh Swlb Whihlhng
His Holiness Catholicos Karekin II of the Great House of Cilicia

NRA 1983 MEETS IN PHILADELPHIA

The National Representative Assembly of the Armenian Apostolic Church of
America, Eastern United States and Canada, will be held May 17-20, 1983, at St.
Gregory the Illuminator Church in Philadelphia, Penn.

The NRA, presided over by His Grace, Bishop Mesrob Ashjian, is the highest
governing body of this Diocese. According to its by-laws, a convention must be
held once a year to discuss religious, educational, liturgical activities and work,
and other Prelacy-related matters. It reviews reports of the religious and executive
councils, examines the budget, and draws up guidelines for the following year.

This year, the NRA will be the guest of St. Gregory the Illiminator Armenian
Apostolic Church and the Philadelphia community.The pastor, Board of Trustees
and affiliated organizations have already completed their preparations and are look-
ing forward to welcoming the pastors and delegates to a successful and positive
convention.

The Religious Conference will convene on Tuesday, May 17th to examine ec-
clesiastical and liturgical issues of the Armenian Church. All churches will par-
ticipate in this conference. This year’s agenda includes church membership, and
communion and marital questions. This latter issue will be examined especially
with respect to mixed marriages and general pre-marital preparatory classes.

The NRA will convene on Wednesday, May 18th at 2:00 p.m. in the St. Gregory
the Illuminator Church Hall, and will proceed with its work until 5:00 p.m. Fri-
day, May 20th, at which time the NRA will end with the closing address of Bishop
Ashjian.

The NRA Banquet will be held on Friday, May 20th, 8:00 p.m., at the George
Washington Lodge Hotel-Plymouth Meeting Room. During this Banquet certain
members of our church communities will be presented with awards for their years
of significant service to the Armenian Church. Also at this time, the Prelacy Man
of the Year recipient, Prof. Richard Hovanissian, will be presented with this award.

On Sunday, May 22nd, Bishop Ashjian will celebrate the Divine Liturgy in the
St. Gregory the Illuminator Church.



PONTIFICAL MESSAGE

April 8, 1983 Ref. 241-83
His Grace

Bishop Mesrob Ashjian, Prelate

Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic

Church of North America and Canada

New York

Dear Bishop Ashjian:

It is with deep spiritual contentment and fatherly love that we accept your invitation to
pay our first Pontifical visit to your diocese in the months of June and July, 1983.

With this letter we would like to warmly thank and praise both you and the Prelacy Ex-
ecutive Council for giving us this wonderful opportunity to be with our beloved faithful
and once again be able to pray together. We will personally speak to our faithful, appeal-
ing to their feelings, well aware of their needs, and with happiness and pride commend
them for the achievements they have accomplished.

It has already been more than six years that we were called to the duties of the Catholicosate
and to all the responsibilities and roles required of a Catholicos.

Because of the turmoil in Lebanon, the past few years have been a very difficult time
for the Catholicosate. But thanks to the Lord and to the united support of our Cilician
Brotherhood, the Central Executive and the dedicated and unqualified support of our dear
faithful, it was possible to carry on all the activities of the Catholicosate.

Naturally, during this period of unrest, Pontifical Visits — which are a primary aspect
of our obligations — were not held on a regular basis. By the grace of God, we now have
the opportunity to visit your diocese, a visit which has a special meaning for us since it
was while we were serving in your diocese as Archbishop (six years ago) that we were called
to the duties of Catholicos Co-Adjutor. Our memories of the time spent in your diocese
are still fresh, always recalling the services, sacrifices and kindness extended to us by your
communities’ organizations, societies, and by all the faithful of your churches. We are look-
ing forward to our up-coming visit with a personal longing.

We are well-informed of and have closely followed all the work and effort which you
have personally taken on, and of all the programs you have initiated and vitalized since
being elected Prelate of the Eastern United States and Canada. We are looking forward
to the forthcoming visit with much love and expectation.

Our chief purpose is to see the growth of our people’s love and dedication to our church,
to strengthen their ties and participation in church life, and to be able to see that they enjoy
the goodness radiating from the church, for only those Christian ideals which have been
realized give true value to our mission.

And we deeply believe that the children of our church in America and Canada can only
receive goodness from their Mother See. Yes, our church is a mother, and a mother never
shows partiality to her children; otherwise, her motherhood itself would be marred. Children
who have drunk the same mother’s milk cannot lack brotherly feelings and bond; other-
wise, their brotherhood would be corrupted.

It is with this great belief and understanding that we set upon our visit. Each stone that
is placed upon a stone, strengthens and enhances the Armenian Church’s entire structure
as a nation. And if our Pontifical Visit can strengthen our faithful children even just a
little, then that will be our only reward.

During these days of preparation, it is our wish that you remember us in your prayers,
so that God may strengthen us and allow us to serve our people with the greatest self-sacrifice
humanly possible. ’

We offer heartfelt prayers that our God in Heaven will always watch over and bless our
faithful in North America.

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

KAREKIN II

Catholicos of the
Great House of Cilicia

PONTIFICAL VISIT
JUNE 2 - AUGUST 16, 1983

His Holiness Karekin II will visit the following communities during his
Pontifical Visit. For full details about the scheduled events in your com-
munity please consult with your local church.

June 2-8 New York, New Jersey
June 8 Atlanta, Georgia
June 9-12 Greater Boston, Mass.
June 13 Providence, Rhode Island
June 14 Worcester, Mass.; North Andover, Mass.
Whitinsville, Mass.
June 15 Springfield, Mass.; New Britain, Conn.
June 16-18 Washington, D.C.
June 18-19 Philadelphia, Pa.
June 22 Troy, NY; Albany, NY; Syracuse, NY
June 23-26 Chicago, Ill.
June 24 Racine, Wisconsin; Waukegan, Illinois
June 27-28 Pittsburgh, Pa.
June 29-30 Granite City, Ill.
June 30-July 3 Detroit, Mich.
July 6-12 Montreal, Canada
Quebec City, Ottowa, Canada
July 12-19 Toronto, Canada
July 16 Niagara Falls, NY; Rochester, NY
St. Catherines, Ont., Canada
July 18 Cambridge, Ont., Canada

July 20-Aug.7
August 11-16

Vancouver, B.C., Canada
New York City
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Armenian Editor:
Very Rev. Khajak Hagopian

OUTREACH (USPS 426-490) is published
monthly by the Prelacy of the Armenian
Apostolic Church of America, 138 East
39th Street, New York, New York 10016,
(212) 689-7810. Unsolicited manuscript will
be considered for publication; please in-
clude a stamped, self-addressed return
envelope. We reserve the right to edit
articles in order to conform to space limit-
ations. Signed articles do not necessarily re-
flect the policy of the Armenian Apostolic
Church of America. Send all correspond-
ence to the above address to the attention
of the Editor. Printed in the United States
ot America. Second class postage paid at
New York, N.Y, 10016.




KAREKIN II AT THE 6TH ASSEMBLY OF
WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

An important part of His Holiness’ visit to the United States and Canada will

be the World Council of Churches’ 6th Assembly which will take place in Van-
couver, Canada, July 20 to August 7.
During his many years of service to the Armenian Church, His Holiness has
displayed an active interest not only in Armenian church and national affairs but
in the ecumenical movement as well, an interest which first began in 1955 when
he participated in the Middle Eastern Christian Youth Conference in Beirut, and
culminated in 1975 when at the 5th assembly of the World Council of Churches
in Nairobi, he was elected vice-moderator of the Council’s Central Committee for
a seven year term.

Recent attacks on the World Council by the television newsmagazine, 60 Minutes,
and by Readers’ Digest have created a wider interest in the Council’s work. In
many respects these attacks have served to heighten the Council’s influence. Dr.
Cynthia Wedel, North American president of the WCC recently observed: ‘“This
kind of publicity has given a much greater opportunity to publicize the World Coun-
cil of Churches. The problem the organization faced in the past was more one
of indifference than hostility. Our sources of income have not been hurt, and it’s
interesting that sometimes when we get into these controversial things, new in-
come comes from unexpected places, from people who like what the World Council
is doing.”

The theme of the 6th Assembly is ““Jesus Christ — the Life of the World.”

The challenges facing the World Council are many. The ‘“peace’ issue is ex-
pected to generate much thought as well as the role of women in the Church and
the situation of Christians in China. Also expected to create discussion will be
the emerging theological concensus on the doctrines of baptism, the Eucharist,
and the ministry.

SCHEDULE OF ARRIVAL AND VISIT
TO THE PRELACY AND THE NEW YORK
METROPOLITAN AREA

His Holiness will pay an official visit to the Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America
beginning June 2, 1983. Below is the schedule of his arrival to New York City and some of the
activities to which our community is invited.

Thursday, June 2, 1983

ARRIVAL CEREMONIES

Hrashapar Service at St. Illuminator’s Cathedral

His Holiness will arrive at 7:30 p.m., Middle East Airlines, at the American Airlines Terminal,
JFK Airport. After traditional ceremonies at the airport His Holiness will go by motorcade to St.
Iluminator’s Cathedral, 221 E. 27th St., New York where the Hrashapar Service will take place
followed by a public reception. Everyone is invited. For bus information from your area contact
the Prelacy or your local church.

Friday, June 3, 1983

MEET THE YOUTH

His Holiness will meet with the area youth, age 16-30. The reception will take place at the Princeton
Club of New York, 15W. 43rd St., New York at 8 p.m. The theme of the evening is ‘‘Challenged
to Continue.”” Admission is free.

Saturday, June 4, 1983

STUDENT FESTIVAL

His Holiness will attend and address the Third Student Festival to take place at 2 p.m. at the John
Harms Englewood Plaza, 30 N. Van Brunt St., Englewood, N.J., under the sponsorship of the
Armenian National Education Committee. Donation: $5.00.

Saturday, June 4, 1983

HRASHAPAR and VESPERS SERVICES

Sts. Vartanantz Church, New Jersey

His Holiness will participate in the Hrashapar service followed by Vespers Service, at 7:00 p.m.
at Sts. Vartanantz Church, 461 Bergen Blvd., Ridgefield, N.J. A public reception will follow. All
are welcome.

Sunday, June 5, 1983

PONTIFICAL DIVINE LITURGY

His Holiness will celebrate a Pontifical Divine Liturgy at 2 p.m., at St. Bartholomew’s Church,
Park Avenue at 51st St., New York. His Holiness will also deliver the Sermon.

Sunday, June 5, 1983

COCKTAIL RECEPTION

A public reception will take place from 5 to 7 p.m. in the Astor Hall of the New York Public Library,
Fifth Avenue at 42nd St. For reservations contact the Churches, or the Prelacy Ladies’ Guild. Dona-
tion: $25.00. Admission passes must be secured prior to the reception.

Sunday, June 5, 1983

GRAND BANQUET

A banquet honoring His Holiness will take place at the Waldorf-Astoria, Park Avenue at 49th
Street, at 8:00 p.m. Donation: $100.00. Limited seating.

Tuesday, June 7, 1983

ECUMENICAL SERVICE

His Holiness will participate in an Ecumenical Service at the Inter-Denominational Chapel at 475
Riverside Drive (118th St.), at 11:15 a.m., with the participation of the National Council of Chur-
ches, the World Council of Churches and the New York Council of Churches. All are welcome.

Tuesday, June 7, 1983

HRASHAPAR SERVICE, St. Sarkis Church, Bayside, N.Y.

Hrashapar Service at 7:30 p.m. at St. Sarkis Church, 42 Ave. and 213 St., Bayside, N.Y., followed
by a public reception. All are welcome.

KAREKIN II TO ADDRESS GENERAL SYNOD
OF UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

A part of His Holiness’ schedule will be occupied with meetings, formal and
informal, and addresses to other church bodies.

The United Church of Christ has invited Vehapar to address their 14th General
Synod which will convene in Pittsburgh on June 24. His Holiness Karekin II will
address the Synod on June 27.

The Synod’s agenda is filled with issues such as ‘“Clergy in Crisis,”” *‘Toxic and
Hazardous Waste,”’ ‘‘Nuclear Weapons,”’ ‘‘Peace and Economic Justice,”” “‘A
Call to Halt the Nuclear Arms Race, and interestingly, a proposition that the Synod
recognize and extend sympathy to Armenian UCC churches, because of the Arme-
nian genocide of 1915-1922.”

More than 700 official Synod delegates, hundreds of visitors, national and staff
representatives and 300 volunteers are expected to take part in the Synod.

METROPOLITAN AREA PREPARES FOR
PONTIFICAL VISIT

New York, N.Y. — Plans are now complete for the Pontifical Visit which will begin
on Thursday, June 2, 1983, with the arrival of His Holiness Karekin II, Catholicos of the
Great House of Cilicia.

His Holiness will arrive at 7:30 p.m. direct from Beirut via Middle East Airlines, at the
American Airlines Terminal of JFK Airport. After traditional ceremonies at the airport
His Holiness will go by Motorcade to St. Illuminator’s Cathedral, 221 East 27th St., where
following the Hrashapar Service, a public reception will take place. Buses have been chartered
for this occasion and details may be obtained by contacting the metropolitan area churches.

During his stay in the New York area, His Holiness will have the opportunity to meet
Armenian Americans of every age group and every walk of life. Young adults will have
the opportunity to meet His Holiness on Friday, June 3, at the Princeton Club, 15 W 43rd
St., at 8:00 p.m. The theme of the evening will be **Challenged to Continue.”” Admission
is free and young adults, 16-30, are invited to attend. The next day, Saturday, June 4, His
Holiness will attend and address the Third Annual Student Festival sponsored by the Arme-
nian National Education Committee. The Festival will begin at 2:00 p.m., at the John Harms
Englewood Plaza, 30 N. Van Brunt St., Englewood, N.I. Donation is $5.00. :

The full schedule planned for Sunday, June 5, will begin with a Pontifical Divine Liturgy
at 2:00 p.m. at St. Bartholomew’s Church, Park Avenue at 51st St. His Holiness will preside
and deliver the Sermon on the occasion of the Feast of Holy Etchmiadzin. Divine Liturgy
will not be celebrated in the metropolitan area Prelacy churches; everyone is invited to par-
ticipate in this special service.

The impressive Fifth Avenue building of the New York Public Library, with its massive
stone steps and the famous lions, Patience and Fortitude, will be the site of a cocktail recep-
tion, which will take place in the Astor Hall from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. The setting of this
reception is most appropriate, since His Holiness regards books as the most important com-
modity for mankind. The United States has some of the world’s greatest research libraries,
but this library stands out as the library to which more people have turned to for assistance
and information than any other. Admission passes must be obtained prior to this recep-
tion. A suggested donation of $25.00 per person will benefit the Prelacy’s religious educa-
tional fund. The library is located at Fifth Avenue and 42nd St. Admission passes may
be obtained from the Prelacy.

Culminating this very active day will be a Grand Banquet in the Starlight Roof of the
Waldorf-Astoria, Park Avenue at 49th St. Dinner will be served at 8:00 p.m., donation
is $100.00 per person, and tickets may be secured from the Prelacy.

In addition to these functions, His Holiness will visit Sts. Vartanantz Church, Ridgefield,
N.J., on Saturday, June 4, where a Vespers Service will take place at 7:00 p.m. followed
by a public reception.

On Tuesday, June 7, 1983, an Ecumenical Service will take place at the Inter-
Denominational Chapel, 475 Riverside Drive at 11:15 a.m. His Holiness will attend and
participate at the invitation of the National Council of Churches, the World Council of
Churches, and the New York Council of Churches. This special ecumenical service will
include a prayer written by St. Nerses of Lampron which says in part: **All Christian na-
tions worship the same and only Christ, but in different languages. And all of us Chris-
tians are called the one Church of Christ. And we have the same traditions in celebrating
the sacrifice of Christ. And through the celebration of the Mass, we, as a whole, pray for
the salvation of all ... and you, being a Christian, whether alive or dead, you have been
included in my prayers, if you are a believer. And when in Spain Christians pray, the prayer
is also mine because I am, like they, a Christian. And when I pray in Cilicia, it is also their
prayer, because they also believe as I do.”” Everyone is invited to attend this service.

His Holiness® schedule in New York City will come to a close with a visit to St. Sarkis
Church in Bayside, N.Y., where following Hrashapar Service at 7:30 p.m., a public recep-
tion will take place.

The Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America invites all area Armenians
to participate in these series of events to meet and honor His Holiness. Details can be ob-
tained by telephoning the Prelacy, (212) 689-7810 or by contacting your local church.
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CBS TO AIR PROGRAM
WITH KAREKIN II - JUNE 19

On Sunday, June 19, at 8 a.m., a half-hour television program will be seen on
CBS (channel 2 in New York area). The program will consist of film footage which
was filmed late last year in Lebanon and additional material which will be filmed
upon His Holiness’ arrival. ‘

Check your local TV listings for exact time of the “For Our Times’’ series on
CBS in your area.
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