S

-

"~ ARCHIVE COPY
o . Please return.

Second Class Mail

ZpwnwpulnippiG Udbphjwhwjng Bpbibibwb @buh UqqujhG Unwybnppwpulip
A Publication of the Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America

Volume VI, Number 10-11
February-March, 1984

N1.2N3% vNhU.MfUBYUD RUCTULER R QUQULM LhVRLUMPPR BUEBLUDY
WE SALUTE THE FIFTEEN HUNDRED ANNIVERSARY

OF THE TREATY OF NEVARSAG
THE GREAT DOCUMENT OF

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM AND HUMAN RIGHTS

GhU.MO.BPLEY
- VNhG.rULY

KUGNRIE SPRUPUUYU LU 4 -
ZU‘HIBL» zulJ J‘nrlnllnl_["l_[) llllllll‘”fnL—
[lw® wil bl spusyyncts Ebplky dp% £
i,nl_luluu.ull[r ”-:.uziuuq.[rpa:

484 Frn.[rfl 4‘[1 np upuuufluémil sz Eo
uw41fulilm1[nl.[y ar g Al_[n_:l[ﬁl J‘-z
U‘wpqultufuultmil zulJu.lll‘ﬂulil[T ke
Vwuwhbul Qupulwumwhp dpfbe

qi’@nl_bgml_ q[loile[l bl_ [Illlﬁ[" lllqllllﬂﬂL—

Pbwl, dwpgluypl  $fdhmljwh
[1[11111_’"_71@:1&[1111_ g gLy sy g Z'g['_'l
hraasus e sas fre e g fpr +

8"1’”"2[1[["1] Uu.l[un 1—4“1: uliulnul
Eo q-uliuumuq[v PEdf vl dbuliubpnch
ghuwenp ppugpn Fhuly JLP wpunf
symip LARUPUUYR MUELUSPH
1500—m1fbulq£: Yy § lifl@,n[r lfbp
dngninipnp  quiwlbbpp  wyhop
[Phwh pucfgbbpbl ynyu wyfurap g
phpbpne wyu ghgbghl ne pky
urgls ngpl n[v‘ 1913-/% 9-,117[1“ 9-[1:_—
m[rfl, 1935—[171 ul.llﬂnLMlb'ulaniIz[I
1951—[11!‘ 1y4prl_m7:wilg Zi’mlluunuupr—
wp 1500-wdlbwhibpnil wnfdfe
4Lllilll_llllulilllll "”lf’["‘[' ﬂbpzfltn:_lf[v,
Unp  nipunf ke wdpngPulpad
Juhidnunm bt LUUL 2URISNE
Gh L UUL UBIPEVEUS:

VNRULUUY 484 P

l’nl_pblllil ﬂLll['il‘ 4lllLMllﬂlH[11rl1LF[’Lil
UUSNRONS b Quypbipppis, fpolipht
bl_ uqu_nLFbwil:

Nuliloqpiply Gapobt &, np fpr upulb-
thib fEyp 449, puncfugpus £
npnhp dubppd by Shgp, «Bujud
hwiwunj qibq ng nf Yupk Jowfuinb®

(Gup- kg 2)

484 - 1984

CTT—

FL-"‘L

1743

Ywhwl UwnlhlnGbwmb b 8nJhwl Ywpnnhlnu UTwlnuyniGh
%npé*’ Uwphs Cnhpmwyh

ME&,I:S UsbR pape LUTaN Ebp Gh RS
DEORBEPLY PROIL Gh BUS LWGOU™
OSUE PLEGLRICONIGED SBY BORRIOND
PE3S 6N B3LNL0 060 LS (EZ Bl
SUS GFOCTGC §Lb GOCONNLD, GMING-
LOh 6h BPSUSEYONPELDL LedCbp:

UNLOED urGLESP

THE TRUE GREATNESS
OF NEVARSAG

Khatchig Teuleulian

The fact that few Armenians know
about Nevarsag is a sad reflection on the
state of history-teaching in our schools.
Every child knows of the battle of
Avarayr which was a defeat, albeit a
significant one that later centuries have
seen as a symbolic triumph. Yet that bat-
tle was but one stage of a longer strug-
gle that ended with the victory of the
Treaty signed at Nevarsag. The history
of these events requires only a brief
rehearsal here. Divided between Byzan-
tium and Sassanian Persia in 387,
Armenia limped on as a vassal kingdom,
achieving much in religion and literature
while steadily losing political ground. In
428 A.D., with the death of the last king
of the Arshagouni dynasty, Armenia
came under more direct Persian rule. The
marzbans who ruled Armenia, like an-
cient satraps or modern viceroys, were
usually Armenian nobles who ruled in the
Sassanid king’s name, and did so with at
least the grudging consent of the Arme-
nian nobility, which consisted of lords
temporal and spiritual, of princes and
bishops. As the Persian presssure to
abandon Christianity in favor of
Zoroastrianism increased, and as those
who leaned towards the marzban’s
policies were increasingly favored over
other nobles, revolt brewed: Avarayr and
the martyrdom of the 1036 whom we call
Vartanank was the result, in 451 A.D.
What followed was thirty years of
desultory war, a struggle that was both
a guerrilla war conducted by some lords,
some peasants and some bishops against
the Persians, and also a civil war among
the lords favored by Persia and the ma-
jority who opposed them. It was an in-
conclusive war in which many scions of
the noble families, including Vartan’s
brother Hemayag, were killed. But the
resistance continued, sometimes sputter-
ing, at others flaring out into a real bat-
tle. In 481, when Hemayag’s son and
Vartan’s nephew, Vahan, took over, a
combination of factors turned the tide in
favor of the Armenians: first Vahan ap-
pears to have been a guerrilla leader of
genius; second Vakhtang, king of the
Georgians, revolted against Persian rule,
as did some other princes of the
Caucasus; third, the Kushans of the Cen-
tral Asian frontier kept up the pressure
of their border raids on Persia. Given a
series of Armenian victories and the hard-
pressed state of his forces, a new and
unusually diplomatic Persian monarch,
Vagharsh decided to grant the Armenians
what amounted to a kind of autonomy;
the treaty was sealed at Nevarsag.

(Cont. on page 5)




UGhU.MPUSMEY LNNUAULY

(Gup- kg 1-L6)

ns hpbonwlyf, br ny fwpyhly, ng unip bu ng hnip, ny gnip, ny wbbGwyl qhbs
br qunb huprwdf: Muwnpwonf bff h uvyguwbubb) by b Ybnwbby, h hwjméwmbu
bi p Jdwh:Pwgmpbwdp Jhwjh fbngnif, qulnil bv gqnqhu bibp
dwnuliqbugnig: Twh ny hdwgbuy dwh k, dwh hfwgbw) widwhniphi t:

b wlw wyu fuoupbpnil wmnkp ubpn:_fnljl 4‘11. ap 451 P dwjpubwl wnwmiom
uulmlnuullnnil, [rfllluu_ 1036 111[1.1:7117[1- Eo z"’l"ﬂ L‘lllnl[ig[lfl unepp 411_21.114&5
.gunlul'gul[lmilnn_plnuil 1.7 (([ou‘ilt‘ lﬂ_ ""['['4_» ulqunLL@ﬁb: Umpliul.qmb' glnl[l
fulpud bpY whpupnjulubinc bl be Whpppt bplumnmln @b FEP:

Uwbp Kwpniwd hpwd bp Uwdplynbbwlh wmnihp. whobyg Skn dpwafl
nlpuspuiguad Ep abe Zullng bllbrlliy[ﬁl Ee JnLilu.ll.l;‘[l 4nun.u'ile£‘ Y BLRY ul‘upullmu[;p
Ehbnbgulubbkp : Illnpliiuug[v '”ullnlfu.l4l.lll[1£ wyn opbpnili Suwdwp puwd kpo
«Unyuku pupabuy |h6h br 8bunt ng jumgnpnk- Gnhw hwfpupéw br Gnhuk ng
lfﬁulg»: 'Lp'l[wiuug ‘”Zj"""l’4[' b ’”"Fl.lllllllil[l 1,[11.211114[:11.4 @wqwe[r zftf wy
w@un[rwllulfl 4‘[1il 41."/'15 Luz[uulp4[l u14‘l117[111 ne llz[ll‘llililb[la, lf[lilz «Sbl]ﬁme
lllullllllmunl.ﬁf hmJng mzluulphb» mr[oﬂ@ﬁ b muuuuululil.g[r zfl;z IIE uull.llll;‘[lil ullil
opnewls’ hpp ppby whpbipbbpp wpunp Swypbifpp fbpuquniupl. ne wgg
CHTbanmq“lilan[Il_iIE e bhbEgbght, 2[“’"'17[ Lu:[uullnulrw[lu.lil
Yugduwlhbpuyncfdfiebp, npuybugp wybeu shwpngubiy il jbquipnfuncdbub gfidly

<(bl_ m/flnl_4bmbl_ luu.ru_p["_ilﬂ “_;m_m& qE Fﬂl."[l [y 4[‘1/[15 uz_[u:.u[r4[ril lftz))

)

Ywhwlh junpwlwl dnunff b tnihb
Vahan Mamigonian enters victoriously Tvin, the Capital city of Armenia

ne dfbnmd, Pppumnibocfipiip’ upinund: Gppbdip Sugng puuiincy qoppp
«hd hojpwGnipbwbu Gbpfhr wbwhwnwb ywpnhll nu jbnhG qopfp wunphbbpb
b6, pwjg wunphlbbpkG w) jhnhb nr whyhnwb t hwyps:

J‘nrlnzlnl_[nl.[r Eiu.n[rp zluu_ulllillr[rﬂ 4bu111414'm4‘ 4m1_w.gn1_bgulfl zl.u./ng 9‘[11_1."
dbnplfe wupupg wppndufiph J‘-z ull.lllﬂulill‘l.bull wyng quipp Alb[nurl.l.uln{uﬁl
Qoehly Sphpl, Zdusbwly VwdplnbbuwSp wipps' pp bpkp npopibpnd. —
npaplbpp’ Ubpubs b Spwbunns Uhniy $bw bp Gwbe wwagay wunedpsy
pincffwgpt vwybuy (UpG whniwbh b wnuibjbuw) wdblw)l jwr br dwnwinp
Jwuwfpf jufblwjl jwbwju h Lwjuunwl wilpwphhus: Y% Sp° npach
rl.mum[uuluullnl_ﬁlnuil ullnﬂLqilpr lirlmi: i:nl1 u[i[nn.inl.[r emszﬂ 5 Luirnf:e * ((n[vn'i:@

Luil[l‘fu.lfl ln_[uwu.up[i J‘mlfulfluqulbpnl_lf &luull_ilbp 4miul.[1uul5ulil 4‘"/"5 ulz[uul[v4[1 b

guppu bp wqguypl wyl ngoig, wybognpShy ne gnpShibphy, npnbe
nurill,‘lr[r mwé- b['ll['['E ilnp[]g u&unl_lf 4‘[1 xlb[uub'ilnl_b[»: —_ Lbo

Qbpnufs wfpuyupl ;'P Y e Sasls uln_ul,g[ril[r ne @wfu.l[rﬁ puur lh.u[ufiln.l b pun
4n1thJ: l‘lfulumﬁu.uﬂlun, Ml[’lll[l “"-17[.77’4'[’ ¢l‘l[1ulbg[1 Ee E"t[" F{“ '~I_1u41uil ((L‘Il
wjp dwwgh, wnnngwjunphnipy bv pwpbukpy hls pwlh np 4bnGuplkp,
Uuwnnuwmé hp jugnngltp b Yp qopmbunp:

nJJ"il ne Jmful.nljlnl_pln_ba, 3nJilb[1nl_ Fnl_lnl_plnjlfl ne [llulfl‘“anﬁLilE: un_LULbl
41.uuuuuu[u’nl_pbmfl lfl'z dluu}l_bl bEoa’ uufluuyu.lil 4ulJn5 iuu[uul[nupilb[rﬂ, nlrnfle
dwlpwh fpuy . <Pulqh ue hbmfwphd'f fp dwud Ybnwbb), fwh pt quubluyl
op qbbnbgunjy by qubumnﬁi:anLmﬁ qulp-hmli'mp_hmﬁu m_buti_hl-]:n_ qf‘mhmnui’ﬁ:»
wkpp qpuniuyg y pug hepynd wyunankpfy . b «UuanénJ llullffnll» b (<lll1!]
d‘nllnllnl_llll.l’l gmﬁllanbuufp» .gulll:‘l lful'lpm,gmllm'g ’)-n:_[ri:[r 1[[11”',, glnn_lil
41ulluuulbu1ﬂ, Bn‘lCulfl U‘ulilq_‘ullﬂLil[lil:
Susy pusPbp Swlppnkgu'ts dbSwfdpe Nupofg qbd b inp b pppke PEkpdnpfy £
«8unpbug qopniphil unipp pwshG br vhown junphks
le lipfmil[lnl_plﬂ.uil nq_[rf: 3 1711[1 qE @m[nul;‘ <(Il,u1[léllng quniq [nI‘ Janux]uanluﬁ»
Gunn bp pupdp Swyng mpudwqpncfPpelp, puyg, prpoph wy qgpnbpl, mp
dp: Ynpop Unp bp op wpop ulubp:
ntjlbyu.u_ uLmPlﬂthil ng yunm Sbnne ‘pruli4mulmu1 11_[”_:1[171 doun U‘u.lJ[lu[l 1lbp2[1fl
wy quip &by shwuinp o fp quipdabugpe juiipg ool be pwncfdbad, Gpky
wewbifls SEP. : Umllmlfl bnp quwgfwiwly Jp hp vwyuekp 'l_:.qui:[r‘ nepfy
vl i wuntp: Gunkfy JEP, oppiunkp Suduwp , Leulwl 40 Sngpiny fnncbgw: 4000
Uju fEpPpibpltts fbhp, mbubbny qeuowbul Swy bwfpwpwphibpnch jphyp
«2qn’j2, Skp, qqnyp>- -+ npack poyummsfuatf’ dwlub, foogulbpbind pp
frepdep, fpubp- <V ng nf pnn qgnigugll ghu- hd ynjuu ny pt dwprng’
wy| 8huniup pwshG pwy b be Sbgpkyns frlwdpl, pupuncumpy Funbiby quiyh,
whgue bg:’[uu&[ril, Eo gnéncffpi s quyintikyg Ul[nué‘iuul;f dwyp nwbuphls JEP:
bp Yardp bpp np neghpy nep np omeqlp, fip oplughbpp wpupnmgpbyng
wnncbuwy Spb wy wyl bpy np lLulCu:fl[v Sk kp z‘u/ dnganpnp: «("nlznl[”Lpll.E
flpbwpncfy oduliquilpnffbwi ke :l_nlnhulignl_plnufl' Y wlwh bppkp $kp fuwpng
be Junftwul by ll_ulCmi:[r fuwdpp. wupupy whnnffbwl SE) Lupg "E‘
lLuulm[rz,npnzt (([lnlnl_ q_milbl)) ululumuufp 4ulllrl1n1_ 4liu1, ke lnu_&bl, pr@[rb
Swhunf dfpuy, «Guglulpuls upgp>:
CLull.nanlﬂuil ke [luurluulnl_plrwil- puryy Y il nl_il;‘p [l[r ululllftuflflbpﬂz Bt
ullulfllil "[‘"4"'2'2@2' l.llJil 4'[1 y o lllw4ulwiln‘,[lil, Ameb ﬁll b Pﬁbll opl;il.gilbpa :
‘F[r[lumnil"nl_p[u_‘ilﬂ fbpulwumuinndf zulJMlllU".llilll LY pppbe Fhwl b
Ehbgbght ke Sngbinpulwibbpp Swjwdwhph whinf $Ebfdwplncfl:
ulul4ull.uf1n1_[171: d-unu.uful.nl_pln_il, ll.npb'ulllwlnl_pln_il, 4ul[11[l.u4u.u.ul,gn:.ﬂ[njl 73
wbmg & np opbiopp hofuly be ng wppuyfyg wppuyh lpadwyjulfulindfebp:
buffuwluy bht zwlulumuﬁl[v "'wpu[vll pifpwbincGhiibpne :
(Gup- by 5)

==




THE TREATY OF NEVARSAG
A DOCUMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS

e Religious Toleration, ¢ Rule of Law, established by negotiation

484 - 1984 A.D.

by Dr. Tom Samuelian
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In 301 A.D. the Armenians became the first nation to adopt Christianity as a
state religion.

Caught between the Byzantine and Persian Empires, Armenia was partitioned
in 387 A.D. by an agreement between Emperor Theodosius I of Byzantium and
King Shapuh III of Persia. The larger portion fell under Persian rule.

In 484, after a half century’s struggle with their Persian ovelords, the Arme-
nians won certain religious and political liberties through a document which has
come to be called the Armenian Magna Charta — The Treaty of Nevarsag.

This year marks the 1500 anniversary of the signing of that historic document.
The Armenians, steadfast in their belief in human dignity, still strive to defend
the concept of religious and cultural freedom embodied in that treaty signed sixty
generations ago.

Armenia 400-450

Armenia was partitioned by Byzantium and Persia in 387 A.D. In the years im-
mediately following the partition, the Armenian Arshaguni dynasty continued to
rule, though subject to the Persian crown. In accordance with a 100 years’ treaty
between Persia and Rome, the Armenian nobles were allowed to maintain military
forces to defend the country; the Church was permitted to function; and the peo-
ple were free to profess and practice Christianity, which had been adopted as the
state religion only a few generations before. It was a period of great cultural
development. Mesrop Mashdots created the Armenian alphabet. The Bible and
Christian rites were translated into Armenian. National literature and history
flourished in what has come to be known as the golden age of Armenian literature.

Religious Persecution under Yazdqerd 11

This period of toleration and progress came to an end with the death of the
Armenian king Ardashes the IV in 428 and ascensioin of Yazdgerd II to the Per-
sian throne ten years later. Thereafter, Armenia was ruled by Governors, called
marzpan, most of whom were Armenian nobles, appointed by the Persian Emperor.
Yazdgerd II (438-457), who was a practicing Zoroastrian, ordered that all his sub-
jects likewise be converted to this faith. In the next half century whole armies were
martyred on the fields of battle and whdle villages took refuge in the hills, as the
Armenian nobles strugled to organize an effective defense of their homeland and

secure their right to cultural and political autonomy.

The Battle of Avarayr

The Battle of Avarayr, fought in May 451 A.D., was the culmination of the
first part of this struggle. The historian Eghishe tells us that 1036 Armenian soldiers
together with their Commander Vartan, a member of the prominent Mamigonian
family, died in defense of their religious rights. Despite the military disaster, the
Armenians had been true to their beliefs and had shown their determination to
maintain those beliefs. During the next thirty years, the nobles, inspired by the
memory of those martyrs, regrouped in the mountains of Tmorik and Tayk, the
wilds of Khaldik, and the forests of Artsakh. Yazdgerd ordered that they be pur-
sued into the mountains. A group of nobles were taken captive and exiled. In the
course of these Persian raids, Vartan’s younger brother Hmayag was slain and
the head of the Armenian Church, Catholicos Hovsep, together with the priest
Ghevond, were executed on Yazdgerd’s orders.

Peroz’s Policy toward Armenia

On Yazdgerd’s death, Armenia could be said to have been conquered, but not
the Armenian people, who despite persecution and deprivation could not be brought
to renounce Christianity. Feroz (457-484), Yazdgerd’s son and successor, persisted
in his father’s policies, but adopted less direct means of conversion and control.
The Armenians, in disarray after years of war and retreat, were easy prey for ex-
ternal intervention through Persian political and religious emissaries. A Persian,
Adrvshnasp, had been appointed Governor and propagated Zoroastrianism through
political patronage. In this power vacuum it was easy to play one Armenian group
against the other in order to gain control of the country. Peroz encouraged the
anti-Byzantine, Nestorian Christians to preach and proselytize among the Arme-
nians and thereby undermine the Armenian Apostolic Church. The Catholicos
Kiwd, who perceived the danger of this divisiveness, appealed to Byzantium, but
it was to no avail. The Romans and Byzantines were themselves beseiged by the
Huns and Goths and could neither spare the military or financial means to assist
the Armenians nor risk antagonizing the Persians and becoming engaged in com-

bat on second front. (Cont. on page 3)
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THE TREATY OF NEVARSAG

(Cont. from page 3)

Armenian Unrest Grows

In the meantime, the 25 Armenian nobles who had been taken captive after the
battle of Avarayr, were set free and returned to their homeland after seving in
campaigns against the Kushans on Persia’s eastern frontier. Within Armenia,
Vahan, the son of Hmayag and nephew of Vartan Mamigonian, rose to the head
of this noble family. In a land deprived of secular and religious leaders for over
a generation, a new leadership was beginning to emerge. As part of his diplomacy,
Peroz appointed Vahan tax-collector. Vahan carried out his duties with a show
of loyalty and Peroz cleared his family’s name of past rebellion.

Tension between the Armenians and Persians were growing however. The Per-
sian Governor was gradually divesting the Armenian Christian nobles of their
estates and enriching his collaborators. Irritated that Vahan enjoyed the good favor
of the crown, the Governor began plotting against Vahan and gave Vahan yet more
cause to resent Persian rule. In addition to religious and cultural repression, the
nobility and peasantry were being driven to poverty by Persian rule. The burden
of supporting the Persian army stationed in Armenia drained the countryside of
its wealth and brought tremendous hardship on the people.

At this point, Armenian nobles were again serving in the Persian army which
was engaged in combat in two neighboring countries. The Georgian king, Vakhtang,
had declared war on the Persians in response to a plot by a Georgian nobleman,
Vazken, who had converted to Zoroastrianism and abandoned his wife, Shushanig,
Vahan Mamigonian’s daughter, for a member of the Persian household. In the
north-eastern part of the Persian Empire, the Hephthalites had begun to rebel and
Peroz was obliged to dispatch troups to maintain control of that frontier as well.

The Armenian Resistance under Vahan Mamigonian

Vakhtang called for the Armenians to join the rebellion, promising support from
the Georgians and the Huns. The Armenians had reason enough to rebel. Condi-
tions within the country were intolerable; Armenian and Christian sensibilities had
been offended by Peroz’s unscrupulous representatives and collaborators; the
memory of independence was still alive and the desire to reestablish it growing
stronger. With the Persians already engaged on two fronts, the international situa-
tion seemed to favor a quick settlement of Armenian grievances. Nevertheless,
Vahan Mamigonian was weary of the Georgian king’s promise of support, for
the Armenians had been disappointed so many times by allies in the past. The
nobles, gathered around Vahan, protested that they were determined to recover
their rights with or without help from Vakhtang or Byzantium, and so they decid-
ed to take up arms against the Persians in the fall of 481. An Armenian govern-
ment was established with Sahag Pakraduni at its head. The rebels, under Vahan’s
command, launched an attack on the Persian occupation forces almost immediate-
ly. The Persian governor, who was forewarned of the attack, took refuge in the
fort at Ani.

During the following four years, the army recorded victory after victory under
Vahan Mamigonian’s generalship. In the course of these battles, the governor Sahag
Pakraduni, and Vahan’s brother lost their lives. So did the former Persian gover-
nor, Adrvshnasp. The first major battle took place at Agori in the fall of 481.
The heads of the Armenian forces — Vasag Mamigonian, Papken Siwni, the
brothers Nerseh and Hrahad Gamsaragan, and the brothers Adom and Arasdam
Knuni — led their troops with such bravery that the 300 Armenians emerged vic-
torious against the 7000-man Persian force. In the north the Georgian king
Vakhtang was not so successful. Vahan responded to his call for assistance and
thus found himself entangled in military action on the northern border of Armenia
near the Kur River. At just this moment, the Persians suffered a devastating defeat
against the Hephthalites, during which Peroz lost his life.

The Treaty of Nevarsag

King Vagharsh (484-489), Peroz’s brother and successor, wishing to extricate
himself from the hostilities, sent Nikhor Vshnasptad to open negotiations with
the Armenians. Vahan, who from the first had been reluctant to pursue the Arme-
nian cause through military defiance of his overlord, took up the offer of peace
on the following three conditions:

1. Armenians are to be free to practice Christianity; all efforts to convert the Arme-
nians to Zoroastrianism are to cease, and all Zoroastrian priests and altars are
to be removed from Armenia.

2. State offices are to be filled and discharged justly and the nobles are to be
restored to their positions of local authority.

3. Armenian grievances are to be heard and resolved by the King directly, so as
to avoid the corruption and false witness which had stung Vahan so deeply.

These proposals were accepted by the King’s representative, who was encamped
at Nevarsag; hence the agreement came to be known as the Treaty of Nevarsag.
Vahan concluded the treaty in person and amnesty was granted to him and the
other rebels. Shortly thereafter Vagharsh elevated Vahan to the position of
Governor-General. Majestic ceremonies were held at the Cathedral of Dvin with
the blessing of Catholicos Hovnan Mandakuni. During his twenty years rule
Armenia prospered in peace founded on dignity, toleration and freedom.

Over seven hundred years before the Magna Charta (1215), the Treaty of Nevar-
sag established, by mutual consent, a law to regulate the relations between king
and noblemen. After years of struggle, the Persian King Vagharsh concluded that
it was better to rule by law and toleration than by force and persecution. In return,
the Armenian nobles pledged their loyalty contingent on the just execution of the
treaty. Against great odds the small Armenian force under Vahan’s command,
had, through their sacrifice and commitment, secured peace with cultural and
religious freedom.

It is their ideals and commitment, along with the values of toleration and the
rule of just laws, that we still celebrate and commemorate today after 1500 years.
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THE TRUE GREATNESS OF NEVARSAG

(Cont. from page 1)

To understand the enormous and world-historical significance of Nevarsag —
which, like so much else in Armenian history, is ignored by foreign scholars —
let us look for a moment at the reasons given for the importance of the Magna
Charta. Of course, the differences between the two are obvious: the subjects of
the English King were able to build on the rights granted in their document; the
Armenians were governed by them for some time, but much depended (much
always depends) on the relative power of Armenian nobles and Persian kings. The
treaty was not a constitution, but an agreement, a contract that was enforced in
sporadic fashion until the collapse of the Persian empire and of old-style Arme-
nian rule in the face of the Muslim onslaught of the 640’s.

Yet the similarities are more significant, and must not be ignored. Nearly 750
years before the Magna Charta, which is described in one standard textbook as
“‘the first time ... that the Crown’s relations with a group of subjects were laid
down as a matter of law’’, the Treaty of Nevarsag did just that: regulated rela-
tions between Crown and some subjects. It is important to emphasize, of course,
that the primary beneficiaries of both documents were the Church and the nobili-
ty, not the oppresed commoners. This creates no distinctions between the two.
In fact, to Armenia as a whole, the document meant more than to England. King
John had never threatened the actual religious existence of the Catholic Church
— just some of its rights and privileges — whereas the Kings Yazdgerd and Feroz
were in fact threatening the Armenian church with annihilation. Thus, the agree-
ment that the Armenians would be free to practice Christianity, that all efforts
to convert them to Zoroastrianism would cease, and that all forcibly established
Zoroastrian altars would be removed from Armenia has immense significance. 33
Christological and symbolic years after Avarayr, it gave the Armenians what the
death of Vartan and his fellows could not win.

But the parallels go further. Much of the Magna Charta was dedicated to en-
suring that the nobles could go on enjoying their ancient freedoms and exercising
their local, regional authority. In the words of Article 12 of the Magna Charta,
‘‘Recongnizances of’’ several ancient laws pertaining to land ownership and
judgments pertaining thereto ‘‘shall be taken only in their proper counties.’” This
affirmation of local laws amounted to a certain level of judicial autonomy for
an old style of local custom and local nobles; its importance was not lost on other
European countries. In 1291, the Swiss mountaineers demanded and received a
form of self-government within the German-dominated Holy Roman Empire
precisely on these principles. Eight centuries earlier, Nevarsag had guaranteed
Armenia, ruled by a marzban who would be a local noble precisely on these rights.

These are not trivial facts, and it is a small pedagogic tragedy that Armenians
everywhere, and in particular Armenian-American children, never learn of Nevarsag
in its proper, world-historical context, even though every civics or history course
pays due tribute to the importance of the Magna Charta as a first step regulating
the relations between the king and at least some of his subjects. In a sense, Nevar-
sag was won against greater odds, for whereas King John and his nobles were all
Anglo-Normans of the same race and religion, the Armenians won what they did
from an Emperor of different nation, language and religion. In fact, Nevarsag,
which was a boon to Armenia’s prosperity and maturation as a semi-independent
entity, could have been and still can be a model for the sort of treaty that the multi-
ethnic empires of the world so often need and so seldom grant. It acknowledges
realistically the needs of the great powers for certain rights: the right to collect
taxes, set foreign policy, and employ soldiers. It must be remembered that Arme-
nian nobles maintained their private armies on their own land after Nevarsag, as
did English nobles after the Magna Charta, and that Armenian nobles fought for
the Persians in Central Asia, as English knights did for their King in his French
adventures. No matter; such is real politik. But both Persia and Armenia gained
from Nevarsag a measure of stability and amiability which was later disrupted
largely for external reasons, such as the might of Byzantium in the next century.

The year 1984 has an ominous sound in the West, for Armenains as well as
others, thanks to George Orwell’s masterwork. For Armenians, the year is an even
more somber one: it marks the 1500th anniversary of a semi-forgotten Treaty that
is the record of a great success, and can serve as the model of a better world that
could have been for Armenians, and that still could be, not just for Armenians
but for many small nations or large ethnic groups living under the rule of mightier
governments. As late as the early 1920’s, it was the hope of many Armenians that
Lenin’s creations, the national republics of the Soviet Union, would be something
like the Armenian province as ruled after Nevarsag: autonomous cultural entities
on their full native lands, rendering unto Moscow what was its due. It was not
to be, largely due to Stalin’s vicious policies. Yet we must not simply bemoan the
inability of the Armenian nation, forced to live under harsh conditions, to abide
by Nevarsag and to build on it, as the English were able to do with the Magna
Charta. We must, rather, take courage from both the real and symbolic parallels
of the two great documents, and must help to keep alive the spirit of Nevarsag
in our own knowledge of its history, of all our history. So much of it has had
the noble ambition of obtaining just what Nevarsag promised and delivered. In
the shadow of 1984, that is no mean resolution, but a fitting one. It is also one
that is partly feasible. World realities do not allow us our new Vahan Mamigo-
nian, with his army, nor do they, at present, weaken our enemies, as circumstances
weakened Persia. But nothing except our own lamentable ineptitude and ignorance
of history stops us from keeping alive the knowledge of Nevarsag, and its spirit.
From now on, no Armenian should know of Vartan without Vahan. Vartan had
his Yeghishe, whose unmatched eloquence, along with the support of the Church,
did much for Avarayr. Vahan had Ghazar Parbetzi, a lesser rhetorical talent. His
work of historiography must be supplemented by our effort, today, to tell our
children and — why not? — their Armenian friends of the noble achievement that
Nevarsag was, and still remains.
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THE HEROES
OF NEVARSAG

Vahan Mamigonian
Sahag Pakradouny
Nersheh Gamsaragan
Hrahad Gamsaragan
Adom Knouny

Haght Siuny
Diarentak Arsharouny
Vorty Timaksian
Kachach Saharouny
Bab Ardagouny
Hovhan Antzevatzy
Papken Siuny
Hovhan Mandakouny
Atig Pechnetzy
Ghazar Parbetzy
Hmayak Mamigonian
Moushegh Mamigonian
Vart Mamigonian
Vasag Mamigonian
Grigor Mamigonian
Vren Vanantetzy
Papak Balouny
Nerseh Yervantouny

The 213 martyrs at the Castle of Ardag:
The martyrs of Vorchnahagh, Artzakh,
Nersehabad, Agori, Tvin, Djarmanayn,
Yerez, Shdeh.
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THE TREATY OF NEVARSAG

Original painting by Paul Giragosian
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POSTER AND LITERARY CONTEST

In celebration of the 1500 Anniversary of the Treaty of Nevarsag — The Arme-
nian ‘‘Magna Charta’’ in which the Armenians in 484 A.D. won religious and political
liberties from the Persians — the Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of
America, under the auspices of His Eminence Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, will spon-
sor a Poster and Literary Contest. The contest is open to all Armenian youths up
to the age of seventeen.

The contents of the poster or literary work should depict some aspect of the events
surrounding the signing of the treaty and/or its implications for the religious freedom
and freedom of conscience of the Armenian people. Participants are encouraged to
develop their own themes as well.

SOOENNSNHENENOENENECOHOENENSS A

RULES AND REGULATIONS

POSTER CONTEST

The size of the poster should not be smaller than 82" X 11" and no larger than
18" x 24", There are no restrictions as to the medium used. Thirteen pieces of art-
work will be selected. One, as the poster of the year, and 12 for the Prelacy’s 1985
calendar. To assure anonymity, do not sign poster.

QOO0 OOO S

LITERARY CONTEST

Suggested formats are essay, narrative, poetry, or drama. Entries can be written in
Armenian or English. They should be legible, typed or handwritten on one side with
adequate spacing between lines and margins. There are no restrictions as to the length
of the entry. Winning entries will be published by the Prelacy. To assure anonymity,
no signature must appear.

AGE CATEGORIES AND AWARDS

For each contest, poster or literary, three age categories will be considered. For
each category three prizes will be awarded as follows: A. Up to the age of 11, First
Place - $25 bond and trophy, Second and Third Places will receive special awards.
B. From the ages of 12 to 14, First Place - $50 bond and trophy, Second and Third
Places will receive special awards. C. From the ages of 15 to 17, First Place - $100
bond and trophy, Second and Third Places will receive special awards. Merit Cer-
tificates will be sent to all youths who participate in the contest.

SESOSSSNSSENOSOONES

) @)

*
* *

Judges will consider the neatness, originality, accuracy, creativity, and imagina-
tion of the posters and literary works. All entries will become the property of the
Prelacy.

The following information listed on a separate sheet must accompany each entry
in an attached sealed envelope: 1) Name 2) Address 3) Telephone No. 4) Name of
Church or Organization 5) Birth date 6) Signature of parent or guardian.

The Poster and Literary Contest will be coordinated by the Prelacy’s Armenian
National Educational Council (ANEC) and the Armenian Religious Educational Coun-
cil (AREC). Please send all entries to the Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church
of America, 138 E. 39th St. New York, N.Y. 10016.

All entries must be postmarked no later than April 27, 1984. Winners will be an-
nounced in May, 1984. For more information please contact the Prelacy.
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CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE - ARMENIA,
384-654 A.D.

387 Armenia divided between Byzantium and the Persian empires.

388 Birth of Vartan Mamigonian, son of Hamazazp and Sahaganoush, who
is daughter of Catholicos Sahag Bartev.

389 King Khosrov III is dethroned and his son, Vagharsh, is declared King of
Armenia, receiving the name Vramshabouh.

404  St. Mesrob invents the Armenian alphabet: beginning of Golden Age of
Armenian Literature.

415 Death of King Vramshabouh.
415 Yazdagert II appoints his son, Shabouh, viceroy of Armenia.
422 Ardashes IV becomes King of Armenia.

428 The King of Armenia and the Catholicos are convened to Dispon and
dethroned.

428 Vehmihrshabouh is appointed governor-general of Armenia.
431 Translation of the Bible into Armenian is completed.
432 Persians appoint two Syrians as Catholicoi.

439 Hovsep I is appointed Locum Tenens of the Catholicosate. He becomes
Catholicos in 444.

441 Vasak Suni is appointed governor-general of Armenia.

442  Yazdagert Il imposes Zoroastrianism as state religion throughout the Per-
sian empire; religious persecutions start against the Armenians.

445 Birth of Vahan Mamigonian, nephew of St. Vartan Mamigonian.

449  Meeting of Ardashat, where Armenians reject the offers of Yazdagert II
and start the rebellion.

451 Battle of Avarair, May 27th. Vartan Mamigonian and 1,036 soldiers are
martyred. Several clergymen and 35 princes are deported to Persia. The
sons of Hmayag Mamigonian, Vahan, Vasak and Ardashes, and the sons
of Arshavir Gamsaragan, Nerseh and Hrahat, are taken hostage to Persia
as well.

454 Sts. Ghevontiantz are martyred in the village of Reva, near Nshapour.
455 The 5 hostages are freed and returned to northern Armenia.

459 Beroz succeeds Yazdagert II to the throne of Persia.

462 The Armenian princes return to Armenia from exile.

471 Catholicos Kud is convened to Dispon, and after being accused of rebellion,
is dethroned.

476 Vahan Mamigonian, who has been accused as a revolutionary, is convened
to Dispon, where he justifies himself.

478 Hovhan Mantaguni succeeds Catholicos Kud.

481 Vaghtank, the King of Georgia rebels against the Persian emperor. Arme-
nians take advantage of political turmoil and declare their independence.
Victorious wars in Tvin and Agori take place.

482 Victory of Nersehabat.
483  Victories of Yerez and Shdeh.

484 Beroz is killed and Vagharsh succeeds him on the Persian throne. Vahan
Mamigonian returns to Tvin and renovates the Cathedral of Etchmiadzin
the same year.

484 Prince Nikhor comes as representative of King Vagharsh and signs with
Vahan Mamigonian a treaty in the village of Nevarsag. Later this year,
Vahan pays a state visit to Dispon and is received with great honors by the
King of Kings.

485 Vahan Mamigonian returns to Armenia as commander of the army. After
a few months, he is appointed viceroy. Armenia enjoys religious freedom
and political authonomy.

488 Ghazar of Parby writes the History of the Armenians.
505 Death of Vahan Mamigonian.

636 Arabs invade Armenia.

652 Collapse of the Sassanide Empire.

654 Theothoros Rshduni is appointed governor-general of Armenia by the
Arabs.
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PRELACY CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Requiem for Deceased Clergy

Clergy Retreat, St. Sarkis Church, Bayside

Sts. Vartanantz Day

Nvsarsag Treaty, 1500th Anniversary

Paregentan Weekend, Marriott Hotel, Worcester, Mass.
Prelacy Raffle Drawing, Worcester Marriott

Lenten Series Lecture I, at the Prelacy

Lenten Series Lecture II, at the Prelacy

Musical Armenia, Carnegie Recital Hall

Lenten Series Lecture III, at the Prelacy

Minas Gharibian Art Exhibit, at the Prelacy

Palm Sunday

Easter Eve Reception for College Students

Easter Sunday
Armenian Martyr’s Day
Children’s Day

Clergy Conference, Sts. Vartanantz, N.J.

Mother’s Day Luncheon, St. Regis Hotel, NYC
Ladies’ Guild Nat’l Assoc., Sts. Vartanantz

N.R.A. Sts. Vartanantz Church, N.J.

Oberammergau, 35th Anniv. Passion Play in Germany

plus Austria and Italy

Sunday, February 26, 1984
Tuesday, February 28, 1984
Thursday, March 1, 1984
March 1, 1984 - March 1,
1985

Fri.-Sun., March 2-4, 1984
Saturday, March 3, 1984
Wednesday, March 7, 1984
Wednesday, March 21, 1984
Sunday, March 25, 1984
Wednesday, March 28, 1984
Friday, April 6, 1984
Sunday, April 15, 1984
Saturday, April 21, 1984
Sunday, April 22, 1984
Tuesday, April 24, 1984
Green Sunday, May 6, 1984
Tuesday, May 8, 1984
Tuesday, May 8, 1984
Thurs.-Fri., May 10-11, 1984
Wed.-Fri., May 9-11, 1984
Tuesday, August 14 through
Monday, August 28, 1984

THE OBERAMMERGAU PASSION PLAY

350th Anniversary Performance

Join others on an inspiring and significant journey sponsored by the

Armenian Prelacy, August 14-28, 1984.

THE TRIP WILL INCLUDE:

Munich, Oberammergau, Vienna, Venice, Florence, Rome.
Round-trip air transportation from New York City. Quality hotels with
private bath and/or shower. Continental breakfast daily, one lunch and
two dinners in Oberammergau. Free time for visits with local Armenian

missions in Vienna and Venice.

FOR INFORMATION AND A BROCHURE CONTACT:
The Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America
138 East 39th Street
New York, New York 10016
(212) 689-7810

AN APPEAL TO
OUTREACH READERS

Once a year we appeal to our readers for a donation
to help defray the expenses of publishing
OUTREACH.

As you know, there is no subscription fee for
OUTREACH. It is sent without charge to thousands
of homes. This special issue, for example, is being
mailed to 11,000 homes.

The costs of preparing a publication continues to
rise, and yet it cannot be considered to be a luxury,
it is a necessity. It is only through the printed word
that we can keep in touch with each other.

Please, take the time now, and send your tax-
deductible donation.

Enclosed is my check/money order $

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Send your donation to:
Armenian Apostolic Church of America
138 East 39th Street
New York, New York 10016
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ARMENIAN OUTREACH PROGRAM

The Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America in-
vites you to listen to the Armenian Outreach Radio Hour, WHBI
FM 105.9 on your FM dial, serving the New York-New Jersey

Metropolitan area.

The radio hour was first aired on Thursday, December 1st and
will continue to be on air every Thursday, 9:30 a.m. to 10:00
a.m. The producer is Mr. Vartkes Baboghlian.

Help Support
Armenian Prelacy
Programs

In the 8th Annual Raffle

PAREGENTAN
WEEKEND 84

8th Annual Raffle}

PRIZES
1st Prize $10,000
2nd Prize $ 3,000
3rd Prize $ 2,000
4th-10th Prize $ 1,000

Raffle Drawing will take place on
Sat. March 3, 1984, during the
Paregentan Weekend, at the
Marriott Hotel, Worcester, MA

Tickets available from Board
of Trustees, Delegates or
local sources.

Ticket Donation $100

General Chairman:
Mpr. Varoujan (Bobby) Avakian

Regional Representatives:
NY/NJ — Reverend Moushegh der Kaloustian
NEW ENGLAND — Sarkis Garibian
MID-ATLANTIC — Nazareth Emlikian
SOUTHEAST/SOUTHWEST — Varoujan (Bobby) Avakian
MIDEAST — Nerses Chitjian
CANADA — Reverend Armen Ishkhanian




