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Large, Enthusiastic Crowds Greet Catholicos Karekin II
On First Pontifical Visit to Eastern United States & Canada

Unity, Commitment,
Harmony, and Renewal
Emerge as Major Themes

As the triumphant Pontifical visit of
His Holiness Karekin II comes to a close,
reports from our communities are all
variations of the same glorious theme:
large crowds, total enthusiastic involve-
ment of the youth, and vibrations of
renewal and commitment reverberate
across the land.

Within the Armenian communities
His Holiness placed great emphasis on his
encounters with the youth. In each com-
munity he repeatedly said that they were
the ones entrusted with the task to con-
tinue, and admonished them not to stay in
the sidelines of life, but to be in the very
center of it.

In speaking to the young people
about the preservation of the Armenian
nation he emphasized that “Preservation
is not possible by keeping it as it has been
and is. Preservation in a creative sense
means bringing new stimulus, new vitali-
ty, giving new impetus to something you
have inherited. We are a nation to live on,
to continue, not merely to conserve.”

Advising them to always search for
the truth he said, “I always believe what
Jesus Christ Himself told us. He didn’t say,
‘this is the truth,’ He said, ‘I am the truth, I
am the way, I am the light.’ In other
words, whatever value, whatever princi-
ple, whatever truth we look for in life, we
have to give it expression in concrete ac-
tions. Otherwise, truth, value, principle,
become notions in the air and life goes on.
Therefore, we have to find a new way of
looking at .the basic truth in
life. . .Whatevér you study in your courses
in the university or in the college, you
may discover many truths in life all about
the subjects that you are studying but the
real truth in life can only be manifested
through the sense of personal engage-
ment, personal experience and
commitment.”

Focusing on the Armenian-American
experience he told the young adults, “I
don’t know American history as well as
you do, but what I know of American
history, this America has become a great
nation through such figures that today’s
American consciousness recognizes as
founding fathers. I hope some time one of
you will be able to do a study—one that I
had hoped to do, but did not have the
time. Go through the speeches of Jeffer-
son, Lincoln, Washington, Adams, and
others and see what ideals they have fram-
ed as the way of American life and look in-
to your own history and take the books of
Yeghishe, and by Moses Khorenatzi and
others, particularly the writers of the Fifth
Century, in which our nation took its
shape as a Christian nation. You will find
that there are so many coincidences and
similarities between the Armenian vision
and principles of life and the American ex-
perience of life... I consider the Arme-
nian American youth to be privileged, and
thanks to God they are. We don’t have
anything to be shameful about, that
privileged position should be used to
spread the positive values of Mankind.
Have faith always; faith is the motivation
for action and commitment towards the
betterment of society.”

E P,
White House photo by Bill FitzPatrick

WHITE HOUSE GUEST: His Holiness Karekin Il paid a courtesy visit to President Ronald
Reagan on June 16, 1983. Speaking in the name of all Armenians affiliated with the See of
Cilicia, His Holiness commended President Reagan for his high regard and affection for the
Armenian people. His Holiness also expressed his deep gratitude for the stand taken by the
Reagan Administration in support of the unification of Lebanon. President Reagan
assured His Holiness that his administration would do its best for the people of Lebanon.
The President also added that Armenians have always held a special place in his heart
ever since the days of his governorship of the State of Californica. He said that he had been
happy to have Governor George Deukmejian serve in his administration as Attorney
General of California and who is now Governor of California. At the conclusion of the visit
His Holiness bestowed the order of the Grand Cross of Cilicia upon President Reagan.
Accompanying His Holiness were Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, Col. Harry Sachaklian, a
miember of the National Steering Committee; Congressman Chip Pashayan and Mr. Ed-

ward Derwinski from the State Department.
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During the services at St. Bartholomew’s a
Pontifical Encyclical was presented
bestowing upon our Prelate the title and
rank of Archbishop. The encyclical prais-
ed Bishop Ashjian’s leadership qualities
and his “productive programs and broad
initiatives, the fruits of which are con-
tinuously enjoyed by our beloved flock of
the Eastern Prelacy of America.” (The full
text of the encyclical in Armenian is on
page 8). In the photo below Archbishop
Ashjian is flanked by Dr. and Mrs. Raffi
Hovannesian who donated the Encolpion
which was presented to Archbishop
Ashjian during the banqguet at the
Waldorf-Astoria. Catholicos Karekin 1T
presented the golden, jeweled insignia to
Archbishop Ashjian with the admonition,
‘T now chain you with greater duties.”
Also shown in the photo are Mr. Harout
Beshlian (right) from the western Prelacy
and Mr. Zohrab Tazian (left) of Fort
Wayne, Ind..

Government and Church
Leaders Greet and

Honor His Holiness
PHOTOS ON PAGE 11

Karekin II's visit has had a positive
impact on all of our communities, but the
ramifications of this visit go far beyond
the Armenian community, for wherever
he has visited His Holiness has met with
and been hosted by the highest levels of
government and church leaders.

In Washington, D.C., His Holiness met
with President Reagan, opened the Con-
gressional Session with a prayer, and was
hosted with a congressional luncheon at-
tended by more than fifty Congressmen.
(See page 5 for details of the Washington
visit).

Within hours of his arrival to the
United States, His Holiness paid a courtesy
call to the Secretary-General of the United
Nations, Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar. His
Holiness and the Secretarv-General
discussed the Middle East situation and
Lebanon. The Catholicos also informed the
Secretary-General about the worldwide
revival of the Armenian church.

In New York His Holiness met with
Mayor Edward Koch. Both being outgoing
and gregarious, within moments there
was an exchange of ideas, particularly
about America’s rich ethnic heritage. His
Holiness noted that the Armenian com-
munity in the U.S. is integrated in the
“American way of life, but that does not
mean that we cannot keep our con-
sciousness of belonging to a cultural ethnic
heritage 3,000 years old.” Koch replied
that within his own observations, “What
is remarkable about the United

(Continued on page 10)
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OUTREACH

Editorial

A Timely Visit
When is the right time for a leader

to visit his people? The answer to that

question is obviously “anytime!”

Not only should a leader visit and
take part in a dialogue with his followers
anytime, but it should be done with
regularity. The time is long passed wher
a leader can sit within the walls of his
residence and pretend to understand the
problems facing his people in the far cor-
ners of the world.

Being a leader with unusual ability,
deep commitment and a total understan-
ding of the human condition, Karekin II
has just completed a magnificently suc-
cessful tour of the communities within
the Eastern Prelacy of the United States
and Canada. Wherever he went he made
it abundantly clear that the See of Cilicia
is not just a group of concrete buildings
in Lebanon. It is people. And the mission
of the leaders, as envisioned by His
Holiness is to tend to the needs of the
people.

We are fortunate to have Karekin II
at the helm of the Cilician See, for he—a
member of a new generation of
leaders—understands the importance of
communication and true dialogue. He
has often said, “I don’t always want to
talk to the people. I want them to talk to
me. I have to know what is in their
hearts and their minds”

As we were preparing this special
issue of OUTREACH we could not help
notice that a word used very often in
describing His Holiness is “charisma.”
Charisma is a Greek word, and in its
original sense, as used in the New Testa-
ment, described someone with special
spiritual gifts and abilities. Today the
word is used to identify any leader who
has a dynamic personality capable of in-
fluencing his followers.

It seems to us that the word
charisma is not enough to describe His
Holiness. His leadership qualities go far
beyond personality and the ability to
temporarily magnetize an audience. He
has become such a magnificent com-
municator with such a deep sense of
honesty and competence that he has
developed into a true leader, not just a
good speaker. He is always ahead of his
followers, but not too far ahead, so that
even as he can see what is ahead, his
followers are always within his view.

His Holiness has already visited
Syria, Cyprus, the Western U.S. Prelacy,
and now his tour of the Eastern Prelacy
is complete. From each place he has
taken back with him a vivid understan-
ding of local circumstances which only a
personal visit can bring.

During our informal discussions
with some of the young people who
came into contact with His Holiness in
New York two comments stand out and
we share them with our readers. One
said, “I’ve never felt so at ease with
anyone, as I did with Vehapar. I could
ask him anything and he would answer
directly, in simple words and without
hesitation.”” Another simply, but
poignantly, said, ‘“‘He was here for such a
short time. But he made a big difference
for me.”

OUTREACH

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian
Prelate

Iris Papazian
Editor

OUTREACH (USPS 426-490) is published
monthly by the Prelacy of the Armenian
Apostolic Church of America, 138 East 39th
Street, New York, New York 10016, (212)
689-7810. Unsolicited manuscripts will be
considered for publication; please include a
stamped, self-addressed return envelope.
We reserve the right to edit articles in order
to conform to space limitations. Signed ar-
ticles do not necessarily reflect the policy of
the Armenian Apostolic Church of America.
Send all correspondence to the above address
to the attention of the editor. Printed in the
United States of America. Second class
postage paid at New York, New York 10016.

New York-New Jersey Events Usher in

With his sharp intellect, his keen
sense of humor, and his deep compassion
for humanity, Karekin II instantly cap-
tured the hearts and minds of the
thousands of people who came to see him.
Young and old, Armenian and non-
Armenian, all sensed that here is a church
leader who is unique and special.

Arriving in New York on the evening
of June 2, His Holiness began an itinerary
which brought him into contact with peo-
ple of all walks of life, international and
national leaders, church leaders of all
faiths. His five-day stay in New York, be-
ing both an international and national
center, was filled with a rich variety of ac-
tivities and meetings. We offer here just
some of the highlights of that visit.

The traditional blessing of bread and salt took

place upon arrival in each community.

Within hours of his arrival, His Holiness paid a
courtesy call to Secretary-General of the United
Nations, Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar. His
Holiness and the Secretary-General conferred
Jor half-an-hour during which time they
discussed the Middle East situation, Lebanon,
and the world-wide revival of the Armenian
church.

Edward Koch, New York’s popular Mayor, and
His Holiness exchanged notes about being
ethnic in America. Mayor Koch noted that
“without understanding your own ancestry
and cultural traditions, you are nothing.”
After an exchange of gifts the Mayor said he
hoped he could visit the Cathedral in Antelias
someday.

Young and old came to JFK Airport to welcome Karekin II to the United States, Thursday, June 2.
From the airport the motorcade travelled to St. Illuminator’s Cathedral where Hrashapar Services

took place followed by a reception.
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At a luncheon hosted by Mr. Clovis Maksoud,
Arab League Observer at the United Nations,
Maksoud called His Holiness “a healer of
wounds” and went on to praise the Catholicos’

>

“catalyst role among Armenians,” and his
stand on unity of cultures. Shown, left to right,
Mr. Onnic Marashian, Mr. Zaven Andrikian,
‘Rev. Vahan Berberian, Archbishop Sempat
Lapajian, Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, His Ex-
cellency Clovis Maksoud, His Holiness Karekin
11, the Honorable Samira El Daher, Very Rev.

Arshavir Kapoujian and Mr. Levon
Keshishian.
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His Excellency Kesrouan Labaki,
Lebanese Ambassador to the United Na-
tions gave a luncheon in honor of Karekin
II at the his residence. During the lun-
cheon His Holiness presented the Am-
bassador with the Medal of Cilicia.
Shown, left to right, are: Bishop Yeprem
Tabakian, Bishop Antoun Khoury, Arch-
bishop Mesrob Ashjian, Archbishop
Iakovos, The Catholicos, the Ambassador,
Monsignor Zayek and Archbishop Sem-
pad Lapajian.
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First Pontifical Visit with Style and Innovation

New York Public Library’s Elegant Astor Hall is Site of
Cocktail Reception in Honor of Catholicos Karekin II

Two thousand people filled St. Bartholomew’s Church to witness the first Divine Liturgy celebrated
by Catholicos Karekin II following his arrival to the United States. The Pontifical Canopy was held
by the Messrs. Vartan Gregorian, Moushegh Haratunian, Vahakn Hovnanian, and Sarkis
Teshoian.

‘Breathtakingly Beautiful’ Liturgy Celebrated at
St. Bartholomew’s; More than 2,000 Participants

“Breathtakingly beautiful,” “I'm so
glad T came,” “Magnificent,” were just
some of the comments that could be
overheard at the conclusion of the Pon-
tifical Divine Liturgy at St. Bartholomew’s
Church on Park Avenue.

Clergymen from the area’s Prelacy
churches participated in the Mass. The
choir, under the directorship of Mr.
Armen Babamian, was a combined group
from the area’s three Armenian churches
and their beautiful rendition of the
Liturgy was just another reason to make
this a memorable church service.

For most Armenians the visit to the
metropolitan area will be best
remembered for the powerful and inspir-
ing sermon delivered by Karekin II. So
much enthusiasm and emotion was
generated by His Holiness’ powerful
delivery of his message that at one point
the audience stood and applauded. To
everyone’s memory it was the first time
that a sermon elicited such a spontaneous
reaction. His Holiness stressed the oneness
of the Armenian church, and told the two
thousand people attending to feel at home
in any Armenian church. “Attend any
Armenian church, support any Armenian
church. We are one. We have always been
one. We will always be one.”

The following is the text of His Holiness’
sermon:
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One of America’s greatest cultural treasures and one of the most impoertant research
centers in the world—The New York Public Library—was the setting for a cocktail-

reception party following the Divine Liturgy

at St. Bartholomews Church. Attended by

Armenians and non-Armenians from a wide area of the eastern coast, the extravagant
Astor Hall—with its imposing stairways leading to 88 miles of book shelves, holding six
million books—was the perfect setting to honior a man whose life has been devoted first to
God and second to books and scholarship. Vartan Gregorian, President and Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of the Public Library welcomed everyone to the library on behalf of the

library’s board of trustees, the Staff, Cardinal Terrence Cooke, vice-chairman

of the

board. “Vehapar is a scholar,” Dr. Gregorian said, “therefore the library is a fitting place
to honor him. This library, as one of the major libraries of the world is also a repository of
our heritage, whether it is Raphael Lemkin’s papers on genocide that we have just ac-
quired, a history of Toynbee, Old German diplomatic documents, or the entire history on
proceedings of the Russian Duma, this library has and is part of our extension and that’s
why I feel so proud to welcome Vehapar here today.™

Vartan Gregorian Hosts Luncheon for Vehapar in
Trustees Room of New York Public Library

A special private luncheon took place
Saturday, June 4, in the Trustees Room of
the New York Public Library, hosted by
the Library’s President, Vartan Gregorian.

In a welcoming speech Dr. Gregorian
noted that “of all the clergymen 1 have
known, and I have known many—Arme-
nian and non-Armenian—Vehapar is one
of those who continues a long tradition of
Cilician Catholicoses who have spent as
much time for their shepherding their
community, as well as contributing to
scholarship. I would like to welcome him
on behalf of our trustees, the staff, Car-
dinal Cooke, vice-chairman of our board,
Barbara Tuchman, historian and member
of our board of trustees, all of whom have
asked me to convey our best wishes to
him and through me to welcome Vehapar
to these shores.”

Miss Samira Hanna-El-Daher, Consul
General of Lebanon, (who accompanied
His Holiness at every function during his
New York stay) praised Vehapar and
saluted him for his vision calling him “a
beacon not only speaking for your people
and for Lebanon but going all over the
world speaking for it. I have had echoes of
your intervention, I could say, with the
Secretary General of the United Nations
and through him you have addressed the
whole world, as the most responsible, the
most caring leader of Lebanon and for that
I wish to thank you.”

His Holiness informally addressed the
group noting that “God’s ways are
mysterious, unknowable, uncertain. Six
vears ago I would climb these stairs, go to
the reading room, stay there two hours,
do my reading, take my notes, write my
article, and then go back to the Prelacy.
Today; six vears later, I climbed the same
stairs with the Catholicossal staff in my

Vartan Gregorian welcomes Vehapar and
guests to luncheon in Trustees Room of N.Y.
Public Library.

hand and so many friends around me and
with a former student greeting me in the
name of this great institution of not only
New York but of America and in the
world as well.”

Vehapar continued: “I thank Vartan
Gregorian for his gracious acceptance of
this afternoon’s gathering. He is the host
together with our Prelacy, His Grace
Bishop Mesrob Ashjian, and the Executive
Council. I thank you very much because
you put me in the right spirit of my own
personal stature. Life in spiritual and in-
tellectual light. That is. I believe, what is
lacking in our society here in America,
and elsewhere. We are becoming a
technologically minded society, we are
becoming an automation motivated socie-
ty, and we are losing sight of that inner be-
ing of the human person. We are express-
ing ourselves but not being enough in-
spired by the devout and by the eternal
values, the Aristotelian values of human
life.”
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Excitement Dominates ANEC Student Festival;
Nine NY-NJ Armenian Schools Perform for 1,000

The festival chorus sings “Ode to His Holiness”—Hayrabedagan Maghterk, under the director-

ship of Mrs, Hourig Papazian-Sahagian. Top right photo: An exciting scene from “Kach Nazar,”
presented by the Ararat School of New Jersep. Below right pheto: Graceful dancers entertain the
audience. Nine area Armenian Schools participated in the Festival which took place at the John
Harms Englewood Plaza Theater in New Jersey in honor of Catholicos Karekin II.

With his charismatic presence and stir-
ring words, His Holiness Karekin II cap-
tured the hearts of the 342 students and
1,000 spectators who filled the Englewood

_John Harms Plaza Theater in New Jersey

for the 3rd annual Festival of Armenian
Schools.

The command performance of nine
metropolitan area Armenian schools was
conceived and sponsored by the Arme-
nian National Education Committee, under
the direction of Mrs. Hourig Papazian-
Sahagian, Executive Coordinator of ANEC.
Similar festivals took place for His Holiness
along the route of his American and
Canadian tour. 4

The Plaza Theater mardquee set the
festive tone for the afternoon, with its
proclamation of welcome for the
Catholicos and the ANEC in huge red let-
ters. The theater lobby was festooned
with bunting and with photos from past
Festivals and other ANEC student ac-
tivities. The theater itself was a sea of col-
or. Decorating the stage were 80-foot ban-
ners in brilliant colors, each identifying
one of the participating schools.

An atmosphere of electric excitement
dominated the air of the elegant concert
hall, as each of the nine Armenian Satur-
day and Day Schools were introduced to
His Holiness and to the audience. The
students of the ANEC Siamanto Academy
acted as masters of ceremonies.

.. The participating schools were: The
ANEC Siamanto Academy, New York; St.
Muminator Cathedral School, New York;
St. Mluminator Cathedral Saturday School,
New York; St. Sarkis Church Saturday
School, New York; Sts. Vartanantz Church
Nareg Saturday School, New Jersey; St.
Mesrob Saturday School of the Rockland
County, N.Y. Educational Society; The
Armenian School of New Jersey (Day
School); The Ararat Saturday School (Jr.
Division) of the Educational Association,
New Jersey; The Ararat Saturday School
(Sr. Division) of the Educational Associa-
tion, New Jersey.

Addresses were delivered by represen-
tatives of the sponsoring organizations of
ANEC—the Eastern Prelacy of the Arme-
nian Apostolic Church of America and the
Armenian Relief Society of North
America. Mr. Albert Bagian, Chairman of
ANEC offered welcoming remarks to His
Holiness in Armenian, stating that the
Pontifical visit would play an important
role in the retention of an Armenian iden-
tity for the present generation of Arme-
nian Americans. Mrs. Mary Bedian, chair-
woman of the Armenian Relief Society,
Regional Executive, spoke on behalf of
that organization in English. Mrs. Bedian
reiterated the warm welcome and added
that Armenian education is well served
when all the schools in one region are
brought together to celebrate the joys of
learning and of a vigorous community life.

There followed a colorful parade to the
rousing strains of the Festival Song, “The

March of Youth,” which led the 342
students to the stage, where they assem-
bled to sing a program of choral selections.
Under the baton of Mrs. Papazian-
Sahagian, the students sang anthems and
odes dedicated to His Holiness Catholicos
Karekin II. A popular folk-song of the
Kessab region, the birthplace of His
Holiness, was offered by the Festival
Chorus, as a musical surprise. The rafters
of the theater rang as the audience clapped
in cadence with the students’, Hele, Hele,
Hele Nino Eh”! Vehapar seemed elated
with this unexpected delight.

At the conclusion of the student pro-
gram, His Grace, Bishop Mesrob Ashjian,
Prelate of the Church and President of the
Armenian National Education Committee
was invited to address the audience. His
Grace commended the teachers and prin-
cipals for their untiring efforts and praised
the parents in the audience for encouraging
their children to study Armenian. Bishop
Ashjian pointed out that since His Holiness’
arrival the entire community has been
enlivened with a “paradon spirit.” His
Grace added, “The Student Festival must
have touched Karekin Vehapar’s heart, for
school and academic life are so dear to him;
and this performance is all the more
precious because the cultural program was
performed so well in Armenian by students
on these far-flung American shores.” The
audience responded with thunderous ap-
plause and with cheering, which rose to a
crescendo and a standing ovation, as His
Grace introduced Catholicos Karekin II.

A hushed silence fell over the audience
when His Holiness ascended to the stage to
deliver his message. Visibly moved by the
students’ performance, Vehapar had
words of praise for the superlative presen-

Photos by Kantzabed

tation of the program. His Holiness went on
to stress that striving for the quality of ex-
cellence is an imperative, not only in Arme-
nian education but in all areas of learning
as well. Then turning his attention directly
to the students, His Holiness bade them rise
to receive his Pontifical message, delivered
in the form of an oath-taking ceremony.
With great solemnity—and twinkle in the
eye—the Catholicos asked, “Do you promise
to always speak Armenian?” “Ayo—Yes,”
shouted hundreds of students at the top of
their voices. “Do you promise to love the
Armenian language always?” “Ayo—Yes,”
roared 350 boys and girls! “Will you pro-
mise to continue your Armenian studies?”
Once again and yet again, “Ayo” rang out
like a battle cry, as students reaffirmed
their love for their language and culture,
pride in their church and school and love
and admiration for their Vehapar, under

whose charming spell they had fallen.
(H.P.S.)
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Karekin Vehapar sent the following message to
the Armenian Youth Federation during that
organization’s annual convention which took
place in Worcester, Massachusetts.

It is a very deep personal joy to be able to
convey to you all, A.Y.F. delegates, parents,
friends, and supporters of the A.Y.F., my
very deep love and high appreciation of the
devoted services that you are rendering to
our beloved community, Armenian-
American community, here in the United
States of America.

How ['wish I could be with you personal-
ly, but that is impossible because of the heavy
schedule of my pastoral visit. But, with these
words 1 would like you to feel my presence
among you, and all my love and my great ap-
preciation, as I said, for your devotedness to
our beloved Armenian nation. The one
thought I would like to convey to you at this
time, is that, as I have known you from the
days when 1 served this community as the
Prelate, 1 know of your rich history of
devoted persons who have created the A.Y.F.
and have continued to support it in service to
the Armenian nation and all the highest goals
and ideals for which we continue our life,
here in America, and for our life, for the en-
tire nation in the world. 1 know as American-
born Armenians, you have all the privileges
of this great nation of America. You have had
education of the highest American ideals and
1 would like you to renew your commitment
with those ideals alive in your heart and
minds to serve our nation, because we,
Armenians, from the very beginning of our
history have devoted all our life to such high
ideals of freedom, of equality, and justice in
the world.

As you know, we today in this 20th cen-
tury, we are a nation that has been
regenerated from the terrible blow of the
Genocide of 1915, and the dispersion of the
Armenians all around the world. Today this
renewed nation is enjoying a time, a period,
of renaissance and recovery, and is looking
forward, not necessarily backward to the
historical existence of our nation. That
history is a very rich one, but is not binding
for us because we have a future and we have
to look to the future, taking the necessary in-
spiration from that great experience, what I
would call the experience of endurance. That
is to say, the steady, committed action for sur-
vival with the vision of victory. If we lose this
spirit of endurance, we lose the very
backbone of our national existence.

The second thing I would like to convey
to you is that the source of that endurance is
the Christian faith that our Church has em-

bodied and has communicated to our people
all along their history. Our Christian faith is a
faith in resurrection, a faith in hope, and in
love; and therefore please feel yourselves
close to that centuries old Armenian church
that stands firm in loyalty to the Christian
faith and to the dignity of the Armenian
nation.

My last point is that as we live today,
particularly here in America, in a
technologically dominated world, where the
values have become so shallow because of an
extreme secularist concept of life, please, by
all means, do not lose sight of the spiritual, in-
tellectual, and cultural values, which are a
source of nurture and of continued obedience
to the highest ideals in human life. I know
how much superficial values dominates
human society in the 20th century. But we,
Armenians, while keeping pace with the
world, we have to keep alive the con-
sciousness of those spiritual, intellectual, and
cultural national values which will give us
the necessary strength to pursue our goals in
this world, until the day, when we all, as a na-
tion, can reach the fulfillment of our basic
aspirations under God and with the spirit of
one nation.

I pray, almighty God, to keep this young
generation always conscious of its heritage
and its obligation for today, and also its vision
for tomorrow. You are our eyes opened to
our future. Make your devotedness a
valuable service, committed service, involve-
ment and engagement in the concrete life of
our people. May God’s blessings be abundant-
ly upon you, the Armenian Youth Federation
family and all the people who support the
AY.F.

Summer Religion

When the mercury goes up,
spirituality often comes down.

What Saith the Bible?

Remember the sabbath day, to keep it
holy. Exodus 20:8

Watch therefore, for ye know neither
the day nor the hour wherein the Son
of man cometh. Matthew 25:13

Boast not thyself of tomorrow; for thou
knowest not what a day may bring
forth. Proverbs 27:1

I will bless the Lord at all times; his
praise shall continually be in my
mouth. Psalm 34:1

Rejoice in the Lord always; and again I
say Rejoice. Philippians 4:4
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The Nation’s Capital Welcomes Karekin II

U.S. Congress
Welcomes
Karekin II

His Holiness was given a warm
welcome when he delivered a prayer for
peace on the floor of the House of
Representatives.

The Catholicos, invited to the floor by
Congressman Tony Coelho (D-Califl),
bestowed his blessings upon “this land of
America with all its people.” (See below
for full text of prayer).

His Holiness began the day by
meeting with the Speaker of the House,
Tip ONeill, (D-Mass.), in the Speaker’s
private chamber. The two have met
several times before and greeted each
other warmly. His Holiness praised
Speaker O'Neill for continuing to be
outspoken on issues of concern to the
Armenian community. The Speaker
responded by saying that he has “the
highest regard for the Armenian people,
and the enormous contributions they have
made in this country.”

Following the prayer, they were join-
ed by Congressman Tony Coelho, who of
ficially introduced His Holiness to the
House. Congressman Coelho, in his in-
troduction stated, “His Holiness has made
an immeasurable mark not only on the
Armenian American community to
whom he has been so devoted, but also to
all Americans he has touched... am
honored to welcome back an old friend to
the United States.”

Congressman Chip Pashayan (R-Calif’)
was the host of a Congressional luncheon
in honor of His Holiness. The luncheon
took place at the Capitol and was attended
by well over a hundred people including
ranking members of the Democratic and
Republican leadership.

Some of the Congressmen in atten-
dance were: Senator Charles Percy, Chair-
man of the Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee; Senator Robert Dole, Senator
Charles Mathias, Jr., Senator Paul Sarbanes,
Congressman Gus Yatron, Congressman
Richard Lehman, Congressman Mel
Levine, Congressman Glenn Anderson,
Congressman Henry Waxman, and Con-
gresswoman Geraldine Ferraro who
recently visited the Catholicos in Antelias,
Lebanon. Congresswoman Ferraro, a
strong supporter of the Armenian com-
munity, is the sponsor of House Resolution
50 calling on Congress to ratify the
Genocide Convention of 1948.

LA

His Holiness offered the following prayer
for the opening of the Congressional Session
on june 21, 1983.

Almighty and ever living God, Creator
of the world, Father of all men and
women, we render thanks to you for all
the goodness that you have granted us
with your grace and in your fatherly care;
make us worthy of your bountiful mercy.

We beseech you, O Lord Almighty, to
bless this land of America with all its peo-
ple, its President, its Government, its Con-
gress, its churches, its institutions, and all
the public servants, so that they may con-
tinue to ever increasingly serve your glory
and be instruments of goodness for the
well being of your people in the United
States of America and in the whole world.

We implore your grace upon our own
Armenian people here in the United States
of America and in the world at large so
that they may faithfully serve your
kingdom in following the example of
their forefathers. Grant them your divine
wisdom and courage to serve humanity in
accordance with the highest ideals and
values of their Christian heritage.

May the sun of justice and freedom
shine forth upon them so that they may
share in your kingdom as a nation in
faithful obedience to your divine will.

We earnestly ask for your blessings
upon our country of Lebanon so that peace
and stability, concord and unity may reign
for the happiness of all the people.

May your name be praised forever and
ever.

His Holiness places
a wreath at the
Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier
at Arlington
National Cemetery
in Arlington, Va.
In the photo below
Vehapar is shown
paying his respects
at the grave of
President John F.
Kennedy at
Arlington.

(AP WIREPHOTOS)

At the White House His Holiness introduces Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian to President Reagan. At the
conclusion of their visit, the Catholicos bestowed the order of the Grand Cross of Cilicia upon the
President, explaining that the decoration symbolizes the ancient land and throne of the See of Cilicia.
(WHITE HOUSE PHOTO).
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Congressman Richard A. Gephardt
(D-Missouri), entered the following into the
Congressional Record of June 22, 1983.

KAREKIN I
The Armenian Shepherd.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute
to a holy and distinguished visitor to the
United States and to my home area of St.
Louis, Mo.

His Holiness, Karekin II, Catholicos of
the Great House of Cilicia, Antelias,
Lebanon, the spiritual leader of 350,000
Armenians in the United States and
Canada, will arrive on June 29, 1983, for a
2-day visit with his Armenian-American
congregation in the Metropolitan St. Louis
area.

This is a special occasion. The Arme-
nian Church in America was formally
organized in 1898, and in 1915, the first
Armenian cathedral in America—St. II-
luminator’s Cathedral—was consecrated in
New York City where it stands today at
221 East 27th Street, and is the mother
church of the Armenian Apostolic Church
of America.

At the conclusion of his Pontifical visit
to St. Louis, with the ecumenical spirit, His
Holiness will journey to Vancouver,
Canada, to attend the Sixth General
Assembly of the World Council of
Churches, where he will serve as vice
moderator of the Council’s Central Com-
mittee.

On this joyous first visit of the
Shepherd with his flock, His Holiness can
understandably smile with pride as he
witnesses the contribution his people have
made to America. Across this great coun-
try, the Armenian Americans, while
clinging to their heritage, have served
both their church and their country with
distinguished effort.

Your Holiness, Karekin II, for giving us
the Armenian community in America, for
honoring us by your visit to St. Louis, we
say, “Shnorhagal yenk tzer hayrabedagan
ays aytseloutyan hamar.”

And until the Shepherd again visits his
flock, and honors us with his holy
presence, we say, “Asdvatz togh tzer hed
ullah.”
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The following remarks were delivered by Mr-
Michael Haratunian, who served as Master of
Ceremonies at the Grand Banguet at the
Waldorf-Astoria.

Your Holiness,

We are gathered this evening to
culminate and complete a most extraordinary
day in the history of this community.

Earlier today, we joined with His
Holiness in celebrating the Divine Liturgy
within the glorious sanctuary of St. Bar-
tholomew’s Church. And later, we welcomed
his presence in the majesty of New York’s
Main Public Library.

Both of these lovely edifices have strong
symbolic significance to all men and womern.
One glorifies the worship of Christ in a
church named after one of His disciples, who
once visited and preached in our ancient
homeland. And the other exemplifies
knowledge and wisdom as given within the
millions of books stored within its walls, God
and Knowledge. Two powerful forces which
have shaped and guided the life of our
honored guest, His Holiness Karekin II.

His coming to America is, in one sense,
the return of a son to his family and people.
He was our prelate for over four years and he
came to know us as only a son can. In 1977, he
was called back to serve his church in a larger
more difficult role as Coadjutor-Catholicos
and now Catholicos of the Holy See of Cilicia.
As fate would have it, His Holiness returned
to Lebanon in the midst of a horrendous civil
war which, thank God, has subsided in recent
months, but still remains in a very fragile
condition.

This trip fo America holds particular
significance to our community. Having lived
here before; His Holiness knows our hopes
and concerns very well. During his travels, |
am certain His Holiness will see many
familiar sights. 1 am also certain he will
discover other things in our community
which will be new and unexpected. He will
see the progress we have made. The new
schools and new organizations springing up
in many places or the new people active in
the community today. But His Holiness is a
very perceptive leader. Therefore, he will
also see some of our continuing problems,
among the most pressing being, in my view,
the future of our youth. Will they stay Arme-
nian? Will they remain committed to their
church and heritage? How should we, as an
organized community respond? His Holiness
recognizes that the church plays a central
role in this question and he has planned to
meet the youth in every city he will visit. He
knows that the very future of this communi-
ty hinges on the youth’s sense of commit-
ment. History, sometimes, plays some dirty
tricks upon nations. And the Armenians
have had more than their fair share.

Who would have dreamed one hundred
years ago that we would have over 600,000
Armenians living in far off America? And
who would have believed that the church
would be asked to serve its people under
such circumstances? But it is the miracle of
faith that overcomes such apparent dif
ficulties and transforms despair into hope
and the promise of a new beginning.

Your Holiness, the Armenian communi-
ty of America welcomes you with all their
hearts. We wish you all the success that is
possible. It is our hope that your visit will
strengthen this community and give us
renewed faith in our beloved church and
Armenian nation. The venerable See of
Cilicia has a history of over five centuries
which has served our people under many dif:
ficult conditions and circumstances. And it
will continue to play a major role under your
leadership in the years ahead.

We also believe, as you stated in your ar-
rival statement, and even more eloguently in
your sermon today, in the oneness of our peo-
ple and the oneness of our Church. Woe unto
us, you said, if we ever forget that unity of
spirit which binds us all together. We all look
forward to that day, your Holiness, just as I
am certain you do, when the entire Arme-
nian church, Cilicia and Etchmiadzin, hand-
in-hand, will serve our people in a new spirit
of harmony and love. And we, as your loval

-sons and daughters, will rejoice with you on
that day for the ultimate good of all
Armenians.

I believe that His Holiness Karekin I is a
churchman of history and also a churchman
of destiny. As Catholicos of Cilicia, he inherits
a nation crying out for guidance. The task
ahead will draw deeply upon His Holiness’ in-
ner strength. With an abiding love of his peo-
ple. With the knowledge gained from excep-
tional training and hard work. With an in-
nate talent that is uniquely his, and ultimate-
ly, with the commitment to his faith which
he posseses, His Holiness Karekin I will
succeed.

Your Holiness, I know that this is a great
burden for any man. But we, as a nation, are
extremely fortunate in having you in this
position at this particular time in history.
And be assured that we, in America, will
always support you in the task ahead. _

May God grant you the strength and
wisdom to fulfill your dreams for our be-
loved nation.

Vehapar Der, Paree Yegar, Hazar Paree.

His Holiness delivers his sermon to the two
thousand in attendance in New York’s St.
Bartholomew’s Church.
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We greet here among us the most
dignified representatives of our sister
churches, the Orthodox, Catholic,
Episcopalian and the Armenian Protestant
representatives, whose presence with us
today makes this worship impregnated
with the spirit of unity and genuine
ecumenism, to which we are all commit-
ted from the very heart of the Gospel, and
not necessarily because of this or that
ecumenical organization or event.

I would like you to convey to the heads
of your churches, our beloved brethren in
Christ, and the incumbent church bodies
my deep love and attachment to the cause
of Christian unity which is the imperative
of love that Christ gave us to live with in
all our lives on earth until the end.

I would like also to thank the Rector of
St. Bartholomew, this magnificent Church,
a witness to the glory of God and to the
faithful attachment of the people of this
parish to God and to their Lord Jesus
Christ. I would like to assure him of the
special joy that I personally have by being
in this Church on the first Sunday of my
Pastoral visit to our Armenian com-
munities in the United States of America —
because this Church is baptized by the
name of the Apostle, St. Bartholomew,

whom we Armenians recognize as one of
the two founders of our Church, together
with St. Thaddaeus. 1 have a special,
perhaps an emotional, reason to feel so
deeply gratified today to be able to
celebrate this liturgy in the Church baptiz-
ed in the name of St. Bartholomew. I must
confess that this is the first Liturgy that I
celebrate after the 6th anniversary of my
Catholicosal election and consecration
which was, last Sunday, six years ago in
Antelias.
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IN APPRECIATION. ..

In the New York metropolitan area His Holiness
conferred honors on several individuals. Similar
awards were presented to deserving in-

dividuals in each community during the
Catholicos’ pontifical visit.

ZAVEN ANDRIKIAN: “T have known him from
the very first day I arrived in this country as
arachnort, some ten years ago. I know from
that time onward how much he has devoted in
time, energy and money for the support of the
various activities of our Prelacy. In recognition
of his many years of service to the Armenian
nation I would like to decorate him with the
rank of Knight of Cilicia.”

MOUSHEGH HARATUNIAN: “Another person
that you have often seen on the podium and in
the meetings and in the office of the Prelacy for
many years with his dedicated service...a per-
son who has been a great help to me personal-
ly...organizing many activities...who organiz-
ed the pontifical visit of my predecessor,

Catholicos Khoren L. I confer upon Moushegh
Haratunian the rank of Knight of Cilicia.”

KEVORK AVEDISIAN: “The day after my con-
secration six years qgo...a person came to me
and said a friend whom pou do not know, but
who knows you and has followed your career
Jfrom Iran, sends you this check for $25,000 for
the Catholicosate. Here in America he has per-
formed many services for our nation par-
ticularly for Columbia University and the Fer-
rahian School on the West Coast. Already a
Knight of Cilicia, today I present this special
award to Kevork Avedisian.”

SAMIRA HANNA-EL-DAHER: “I would like to
make a symbolic gesture recognizing the many
years of service of Samira to Lebanon through
her office as Consul General in New York. She
will soon leave for Japan and a new posi-
tion—she is the first woman to become an Am-
bassador in Lebanese history. In recognition of
your many pears of service, please accept this
medal...as a symbol of the renewal of the
Armenian people and in recognition of our
gratitude.”
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The Grand Banquet at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel brought to an end a very long, but very inspiring, day in New York City. While ad-

dressing the audience, His Holiness glanced at his watch and quipped, “We began this program tod,

ay, I hope we will not finish tomor-

row. Dear friends, if the Liturgy is long that is my error, but if the banquet is long, that is your error. When you walk out of this hall you
can tell people, we began this feast yesterday and we ended it today.™
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I would like just to say how deeply I
am impressed today by seeing such a large
crowd, multitude of people assembled in
this chiurch, in the unity of faith that binds
us together, in the unity of that con-
sciousness of belonging to one Christian
heritage which is of cherished value to all
of us. And today, in this New York
Metropolitan area you gave such a vivid,
such an eloquent, and such a dignified ex-
pression of that faith, which has energized
our life all along the centuries of persecu-

tion and massacre and various vicissitudes
of history that our people have gone
through. Here in America you live under
such conditions in which you can give
new expression to that undying vitality of
our Christian faith that we expressed in
our history in Armenia itself and in the
diaspora all along our history. Indeed, our
Church has always been one. Although
we have had jurisdictional differences, ad-
Justments to historical conditions of the
oneness of the Church, we have never lost
sight of the One Church being in us. We
belong to One Church, the Church of
Armenia, the Armenian Church,
Apostolic and Orthodox. I feel myself
fully Christian, and fully Armenian when I
am in my own Cathedral in Antelias, just
the same way when I am in Etchmiadzin.
I would like you also to feel that you
belong to the same church and whatever
church you go under one or the other
Jjurisdiction, feel yourself at home. It is
your church. It is the same faith that
belongs to you and you are the expression
of that faith through your life. It is with
this spirit that we can grow in unity and
can find the proper channel of giving con-
crete expression to that oneness.

That is my message. And second one
we must believe that our young genera-
tion have their eyes opened to the future.
I saw them yesterday in the Student
Festival. I saw them the day before yester-
day here in New York City, the college
students and the university students. The
spirit of faithfulness and the spirit of their
dedication impressed me and I would like
you all to do everything within your
possibility to see that that young genera-
tion comes forward and takes the course
of its life. We should not impose on them
what we consider to be the highest and
the most important. Make them par-
ticipants in the life of the church, not
followers always. Invite them to come and
to assume responsibilities. That has been
my own personal policy, from the very
day of my election as Catholicos, as I said
in the first sermon I delivered in the
Catholicosate of Antelias. Be assured that
the Catholicosate of Antelias, the ancient
Catholicosate of Cilicia re-established and
re-organized today in the last 52 years in
Lebanon, thinks, works and prays with
you and for you. Whatever we can do we
will be ready to do it for you, because we
think that we all belong to One Church
and to One Nation.
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A MINI LESSON

The teachings of Jesus were not merely
theoretical, but always life-related. His
teachings for the most part were not delivered
In academic halls, but arose out of personal en-
counters, questlons from enqulrers, and
debates especially with religlous authoritles.
Particularly characteristic of His teachings are
eplgrams, striking expressions often using
dellberate exaggeration and paradox to drive
home His polint.

The following remarks were delivered by Mr.
Onnic Marashian during the Grand Banquet at
the Waldorf-Astoria. Mr. Marashian is chair-
man af the Prelacy’s executive council.

Twenty-five years ago the late Catholicos
Zareh 1, of blessed memory, having learned
that I was going to England, entrusted me
with a special mission: I was to deliver a
camera, as a present for good marks, to a
young Vartabed studying at Oxford Universi-
ty. I met him first at a public lecture and
within minutes I was completely magnetized
by his personality.

Here was a young Armenian clergyman
whose entire world had been his devoted
family, his village church, and the Seminary
at Antelias. The son of humble parents in the
humble Armenian village of Kessab, on the
border between Syria and ancient Cilicia,
holding his own admirably in that bastion of
Anglo-Saxon condescension.

Here was a young Armenian Seminary
graduate, completely self-assured in speech
and manner, dauntless in discourse, very
much at home in Oxford’s academic halls as
well as in Oxford society, and without a trace
of apology and self-negation—a handicap
which seems to afflict the children of down-
trodden nations. 1 was filled with pride then,
with joy, and with awe at this young man
from Antelias, with the piercing look, sharp
intellect, god-given articulation and quick-
wit and a sense of humor to boot.

Today, 25 years later, 1 am filled with
even more pride, joy and awe, as I greet on
behalf of the executive council of the Prelacy
and the communities that it represents, that
Vartabed from Kessab and Oxford as our
charismatic Catholicos of the Holy See of
Cilicia on his first Pontifical visit to the
eastern United States and Canada.

In the next seven weeks His Holiness will
visit about 30 parishes in the United States
and Canada where his people will pray with
him, listen to his words, reaffirm their loyal-
ty and express their concerns about the
church of their forefathers. Then he goes to
Vancouver to the 6th Assembly of the World
Council of Churches to take up his mission of
ecumenism.

His Holiness, however, is too big a man
with too important a life mission to keep him
all to ourselves. It would be selfish of us to try
to do so. So I would like to send an invitation
this evening to Armenians everywhere, to
our brethern especially those who have been
separated from us by geography and by
alienation, to come and share his leadership
and his message together.

Here we have a leader of a democratic
church where laymen and clergymen get
together to run the affairs of the community.
A leader who has the charisma and a sense of
divine mission that is in such short supply in
the present day clergy. A leader who works
for the integration of our young genera-
tion—men and women—in our community
life so that they rebuild and revitalize and re-
Jjuvenate. As His Holiness said in his Consecra-
tion address, and several times in the last
three days and again today, “‘young people
should not appear merely on the margins of
the pages of our community life—but rather
they should be at its very center.” Here we
have a leader who has been a champion of
eastern Christianity. He has successfully, 1
think, argued that Christianity is neither a
development nor a privilege, nor a monopoly
of the western world. Christianity is native to
the Near East and thanks to leaders, such as
our Holiness,it will stay viable in the East
working in harmony alongside other faiths in
the region.

Here we have a reformist leader who
believes the church can and should be in tune
with the times—that the gap between the
church and modern society should and can be
bridged; that the church should never be
reduced again to a monastic institution—a
museum of ancient relics where incense is
burned and prayers are chanted from Sunday
to Sunday. That the church can be revitaliz-
ed, rejuvenated, and yes, reformed, without
compromising its identity and distinctive
characteristics which have come down to us
through the centuries. Here we have a leader
who would bring forth from Antelias and the
Seminary at Bikfaya a new generation of
clergymen and lay leaders to serve the
spiritual and intellectual needs of our people,
not only for dioceses under Cilician jurisdic-
tion, but for all dioceses wherever there is
such need.

And, finally, here we have a leader who
is committed to bring about concord, har-
mony, and unity to the Armenian church,
which is one church, as you heard him say to-
day, no matter how some may want to slice
it. I know that he is now quietly working to
bring about a genuine dialogue.
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I SURRENDER

“I don’t know who—or what—put the question. I don’t know when it
was put. I don’t even remember answering. But at some moment I did
answer ‘“yes” to someone or something. And from that hour I was
certain that existence is meaningful and that, therefore my life (in self

surrender) had a goal.”

—Dag Hammarskjold
in Markings
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A Mini Lesson

One of the most persistent objections to Jesus
on the part of the establishment was His
friendship with the outcasts of respectable
society. Jesus defended His actions as essential
to His mission, which was to those in need,
whatever their social standing. His concern
was with the real needs of those He met,
physical and spiritual, and in meeting those
needs He cared little if conventions and taboos
were overridden.
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A Spiritual Leader Visits His Flock

7Ty .

Speaking to the residents of St. Sarkis Towers homes in Detroit.

Posing with some youngsters in Springfield, Mass.

Placing a wreath at the Martyrs’ Monument in
Providence, R.I

“Smile for us, Vehapar.’’ One youngster in New
York photographs His Holiness as another
prepares her camera.

Visiting Levon Tufankjian at the Old Age Home
in Jamaica Plains, Mass.

PLEASE DO NOT FORGET YOUR ANNUAL CONTRIBUTION TO OUTREACH

(Continued from page 1)

States—and it is something special and uni-
que to us—is that no matter who, you are
you are allowed to cherish that tradition
and still be a New Yorker, an American in
the full sense of the word.”

On June 10, the Governor of
Massachusetts, Michael Dukakis hosted a
luncheon in honor of His Holiness in the
state capital building. Governor Dukakis
praised the role Armenians have played in
the advancement of Massachusetts. He ex-
pressed his deep happiness of being able to
personally greet the Catholicos.

During a one-day stay in Providence,
Rhode Island, Karekin II met Senator
Claiborne Pell, Representative Claudine
Scheider, and former Senator John O.
Pastore, as well as Vincent A. Ciani, Jr.,
mayor of Providence and Judges Jacob
Hagopian, Haiganoush Bedrosian and John
P. Garan.

In a visit to Harrisburg, Pennsylvania,
on June 28 His Holiness met with Gover-
nor Richard Thornburgh. During his visit
the Governor presented Vehapar the Cili-
cian flag which had flown over Penn-
sylvania’s capital building the morning of
His Holiness’ visit.

Similar visits took place in Chicagp,
Detroit, and in Canada. (See pages 8 and 9
for details on the Canadian trip).

Catholicos Karekin’s itinerary also in-
cluded encounters with the leaders of
many sister Christian denominations. In
addition to private meetings and recep-
tions, His Holiness was invited to address
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church in Atlanta, Ga. and the General
Synod of the United Church of Christ in
Pittsburgh, Pa.

On June 3, Terrence Cardinal Cooke
held a reception in his residence in honor
of His Holiness. The Cardinal and the
Catholicos participated in a joint service in
St. Patrick’s Cathedral.

On Monday, June 6, His Holiness
visited the Armenian Missionary Associa-
tion headquarters in Paramus, New
Jersey, where he was greeted by Dr. S.
Bezirganian, chairman of the Board of
Trustees, and Rev. G. Chopourian, ex-
ecutive director and other members of the
Board and lay leaders. That same day, His
Holiness visited St. Mark’s Syrian Or-
thodox Cathedral in Hackensack, N].
and the Syrian Archdiocese in Lodi, NJ.
His Holiness was greeted by Archbishop
Athanasius Samuel, primate of North
America. A delegation from the Coptic Or-
thodox Clergy, led by Father Gabriel
Sayid, also visited the Catholicos.

On June 7 the National Council of
Churches, in honor of Vehapar’s visit to
New York, held a special Service at
the Interchurch Center Chapel in New
York. The service included a special
prayer written by St. Nerses of Lampron,
who is considered to be a forerunner of
the ecumenical movement. The special
prayer celebrates the oneness of the
church and ends with, “When in Spain
Christians pray, the prayer is also mine
because I am, like they, a Christian. And
when I pray in Cilicia, it is also their
prayer, because they also believe as I do.”

In Atlanta, Georgia, on June 9 His
Holiness addressed the Presbyterian
Church’s General Assembly in World Con-
gress Hall where the two Presbyterian
Churches were having their first joint
worship. (The Presbyterian Church was
split during the American Civil War, and
was just reunited at this Assembly). His
Holiness was introduced by Rev. John F.
Anderson, moderator of the Southern
branch. His Holiness spoke about the
meaningful turning point of the
Presbyterian Church in the U.S. He also ex-
pressed his deep appreciation for the
educational role that the Presbyterian
Church played in the Middle East.

In Boston Vehapar met with Cardinal
Mederios; in Chicago with Cardinal Ber-
nardin; in New York with Archbishop
Iakovos, Greek Patriarch of North and
South America. Special ecumenical serv-
ices took place at St. Matthew’s Cathedral
in Washington, D.C. with Bishop James
Hickey. In a joint service Bishop Hickey
said, “We seek Christian unity so that in
one concerted voice we can proclaim salva-
tion—it is not for diplomatic or corporate
strength, but a sign of obedience to one
God.”

On July 20 His Holiness left Toronto
for Vancouver, British Columbia, where
he attended the Sixth General Assembly of
the World Council of Churches.
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and Church Leaders Greet and Honor Karekin II
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Archbishop lakovos, spiritual leader of Greek Orthodox Christians in the Americas, welcomes
Karekin II to the Chapel of St. Paul at the headquarters of the Greek Archdiocese of North and
South America in New York City. The two Patriarchs prayed together for Christian unity.

Archbishop Samuel of the Syrian Orthodox Church presents His Holiness with a Mother-gf-Pearl
Encolpian.

Pennsylvania’s Governor Richard Thornburgh presents the Catholicosate’s flag to His Holiness.
The flag was flown over the capital that morning.

The Catholicos with
Cardinal Dearden
of Detroit.

A Presentation to
John Allin,
Presiding Bishop
of the Episcopal
Church in U.S.A.

In Providence, Rhode Island, Vehapar meets with U.S. Senator Claiborne Pell and U.S. Represen-
tative Claudine Shneider.
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World Council of Churches’ Mission in Vancouver: A Strong Voice

The Sixth Assembly of the World
Council of Churches began its meeting on
Sunday, July 24, at the Pacific Coliseumn,
with an ecumenical service in the morn-
ing and a public celebration in the after-
noon, attended by 15,000 people.

Daily worship services took place in a
large tent which had been set up on the
campus of the University of British Colum-
bia. The plenary sessions were held in a
nearby gymnasium, and smaller groups
met in other buildings on the campus.

Prelates from around the world were
present, dressed in robes that ranged from
the sumptuous cassocks of the Orthodox

WCC Sixth Assembly—Vancouver, Canada
Around the theme “Jesus Christ—the Life of
the World” the World Council of Churches
met in Assembly from July 24 to August 10,
1983, at the University of British Columbia,
Vancouver, Canada. Among some 3,000 par-
ticipants were over 900 official delegates
from the 300 member churches in 100 coun-
tries of the world. They reviewed the work of
the WCC since the Fifth Assembly which met
in Nairobi, Kenya, in 1975, and set general
guidelines for the Council’s future work. His
Holiness Karekin II served as Vice-Moderator
of the Central Committee since his election at
the Fifth Assembly in 1975 through the con-

bishop of Canterbury, led the celebration
in a tent packed with more than 3000 peo-
ple from many countries, races, and
cultures.

In mingled tongues, the international
congregation sang and prayed. Roman
Catholic bishops alternated with Protes-
tant, Anglican, Russian Orthodox and
Armenian Apostolic clergy and laity, both
men and women, from the East and the
West, in reading scriptures and leading
the litanies. Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian
led the congregation in reciting the Nicene
Creed and the prayer of intercession.

The service, including the Eucharist,

churches to the simple black and purple of
other denominations, representing about

clusion of the Sixth Assembly. was part of the World Council of Churches

Assembly. It was the first public use of the

450 million Christians. The Assembly was
composed of some 900 delegates, plus their
staff and guests, delegated observers,
fraternal delegates, the press, and daily
visitors.

Of the 900 delegates, some 200
represented the Orthodox, Oriental Or-
thodox and Assyrian Churches. The
Armenians were represented with delega-
tions from the Holy Sees of Etchmiadzin
and Cilicia.

His Holiness, Catholicos Karekin II,
Vice-Moderator of the Executive Commit-
tee had a very visible and active role.
Other delegates of the Cilician See were
Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, Prelate of the
Eastern United States and Canada, Bishop
Aram Keshishian, Prelate of Lebanon, Rev.
Fr. Anoushavan Tanielian, Youth
Delegate, and Ms. Arpi Hamalian, Pro-
fessor at Concordia University. Other par-
ticipants were Ms. T. Simonian from the
Middle East Council of Churches and Ms.
Meline Topakian.

During the first week, the Assembly
received the reports of the Moderator and
of the General Secretary, and was in-
troduced to the theme of the Assembly,
“Jesus Christ—The Life of the World,”
with the introduction of the sub-themes,
“Life: A Gift of God,” “Jesus Christ: The
Life of the World,” “Life: Confronting and
Overcoming Death,” and *Life in Unity.”
A moving testimony was given to the
native people of Canada, and the recogni-
tion of their right to their land. Another
high moment was the solemn erection of a
Totem Pole, a gift from the native people
of Canada to the W.C.C.

On Saturday evening, July 30, during
the preparatory service for the two public
worship services of the Assembly, His
Holiness Karekin II delivered a sermon,
“From Gethsemane to Mount Tabor,” in
French. (See page 13 for full text).

On Sunday, July 31, representatives of
virtually every branch of world Chris-
tianity joined in a stirring service based on
an unprecedented agreement on the basic
elements of faith. Calling it a “unique occa-
sion,” Most Rev. Robert Runcie, the Arch-

The Armenian and Syrian delegation at the Sixth Assembly of the WCC.

new, common Liturgy, The Feast of Life,
prepared in Lima, Peru in January, 1982.

On Monday, August 1, the Assembly
broke into eight Issue Groups, discussing
everything from Christian Unity to
Medical Work. The introduction was
made in a dramatization of the issues con-
fronting the Assembly.

A particularly memorable moment oc-
curred during one of the group meetings
attended by Dr. Helen Caldicott, a leader in
the anti-nuclear weapons movement.
Speaking about nuclear disarmament, Dr.
Caldicott said it was important to eliminate
the threat of world annihilation so our
children could live to 92. A woman from
India rose and said solemnly: “No one in
my village lives to 92.”

On Saturday, August 6, the Orthodox
Church celebrated the Feast of
Transfiguration. The same day elections
were held for the seven presidents of the
W.C.C. and the 105 members of the Cen-
tral Committee. Bishop Aram Keshishian
from the Cilician See was elected a
member of the Central Committee as were
Archbishop Shahe Ajemian and Bishop
Nerses Bozabalian, representing the Holy
See of Etchmiadzin.

On Sunday, August 7, His Holiness
Karekin II celebrated a Pontifical Divine
Liturgy at St. Helen’s Anglican Church,
assisted by Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian
and Bishop Aram Keshishian. Represen-
tatives of sister Oriental Orthodox
churches took part in the celebration of
the Holy Eucharist and also partook in the
Holy Communion. Participating in the
liturgy were the Coptic Archbishop
Athanasius of Beni-Suef, Bishop Mekarios
and Bishop Dr Garima of the Ethiopian
Church, Archbishop Athanasius Yephrem
of the Syrian Orthodox Church. These
clergy sang parts of the Armenian Liturgy
in the Syrian, Coptic and Ambharic
languages. Other guests represented the
Secretariat for the Unity of the Christians
from Rome, as well as the Danish
Lutheran and Antiochean Orthodox
Churches.

COME TO THE FAIR.
A BOOK FAIR!

“It is chiefly through books that we enjoy intercourse with superior
minds. . .In the best books, great men talk to us, give us their most
precious thoughts, and pour their souls into ours. God be thanked for
books. They are the voices of the distant and the dead, and make us
heirs of the spiritual life of past ages. Books are true levelers. They
give to all, who will faithfully use them, the society, the spiritual
presence, of the best and greatest of our race.”

William Ellery Channing

William Ellery Channing was a famous Professor of Law at Harvard University.
The words quoted above are from a speech, ‘“Self-Culture,” which he
delivered in Boston in 1838. His words have just as meaning today, one hun-
dred forty-five years later.

IN CELEBRATION OF THE CULTURAL MONTH OF OCTOBER THE PRELACY
TOGETHER WITH THE BOOK STORE MANAGEMENT AND THE LADIES’ GUILD IS
SPONSORING A BOOK FAIR. COME BROWSE AND BUY SOME OF THE MANY
BOOKS THE PRELACY OFFERS. . .BOOKS WHICH YOU CANNOT BUY FROM
BOOK STORES.

BOOK FAIR
OCTOBER 7 -8 -9
-STS. VARTANANTZ CHURCH
461 Bergen Blvd., Ridgefield, New Jersey

Hours:
Friday October 7 — 8-11 p.m.
Saturday October 8 — 10 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Sunday October 9 — Noon - 2 p.m.

Armenian Genocide Noted by WCC Assembly

During the Sixth Assembly of the World Council of Churches, while discussing
problems related to Human Rights, specific references were made to the genocide
committed by the Turkish authorities against the Armenian people.

Representatives of the Armenian Church from the Holy See of Etchmiadzin and
the Holy See of Cilicia reminded the Assembly of the injustices perpetrated against
the Armenian people and nation, Several clergy delegates spoke about genocide in
general, and specifically about the Armenian Genocide.

Representatives of both Holy Sees requested that the Assembly release a special
statement regarding the Armenian Genocide. In response to this request and to
other discussions that took place during these sessions, the Reference Committee on
Public Issues dealing with international questions of immediate importance
presented the following draft to the Assembly on August 10, and was unanimously
passed by the entire Assembly.

The draft approved by the General Assembly stated:

1. During this Assembly’s discussion of violations of human rights our
attention has been drawn to the historical reality and present threat to
some peoples of genocide. Far too often these occurrences are passed
over in silence. In certain current instances this is being used by groups
to justify wholly unacceptable acts of violence.

2. In this context we have been reminded once again of the tragic
massacre of one-and-a-half million Armenians in Turkey and the
deportation of another half-million from this historic homeland at the
beginning of this century. The silence of the world community and
deliberate efforts to deny even historical facts have been consistent
sources of anguish and growing despair to the Armenian people, the
Armenian churches, and many others.

3. The Commission on the Churches on International Affairs of the
World Council of Churches has raised this concern in the United Na-
tions Commission on Human Rights with reference to the latter’s study
of the Question of Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of
Genocide. '

4. The assembly requests the General Secretary to provide information
to the churches on this matter and to continue to pursue it in ap-
propriate contexts. Public recognition of those events is essential in
order that they not continue to engender violent acts of retribution, and
that through remembering the history of the Armenian people, other
peoples might be spared a similar fate.
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At banquet following Divine Liturgy with the participation of Orthodox churches and the
Lutheran Church of Denmark.

On Saturday evening, July 30, during the
preparatory service for the two public wor-
ship services of the General Assembly of the
World Council of Churches, Catholicos
Karekin II preached the following sermon.
His Holiness delivered the sermon in
French.

From Gethsemane to

Mount Tabor. . .
“Watch and pray that you may not enter
into temptation; The spirit indeed is will-
ing, but the flesh is weak.”
(Matthew 26:41)

These were the words that our Lord
Jesus Christ addressed to his disciples
when he found them asleep during the
hardest moment of inner conflict and
agony in his life at the garden of
Gethsemane.

It was the day of the “Unleavened
Bread.” Jesus had assembled his disciples
in Jerusalem for the traditional meal. To
the great surprise of his disciples he wash-
ed their feet; he broke the bread and took
the cup and proclaimed them to be his
body and his blood, the life-giving source
of the new covenant. He shared them with
the Apostles and ordered them, saying:
“Do this in remembrance of me.” (Luke
22:19).

1 can imagine how the disciples were
startled at this unprecedented event and
deeply disturbed by it particularly when,
that same evening, their Master told them:
“You will all fall away; for it is written 1
will strike the shepherd, and the sheep
will be scattered.” But after I am raised I
will go before you to Galilee.” (Mark
14:27-28).

It was in that atmosphere of bewilder-
ment that Jesus together with his disciples
proceeded “to a place called Gethsemane.”
For a while he broke away from them. He
needed to be alone, to be with himself| to
pray, and to communicate with his Father
in heaven. His soul “was very sorrowful,
even to death.” The tempting thought
passed through his mind: to see the cup of
suffering and death removed from him.
But at the same time he recognized the
dominance of the divine will and followed
it. When, in that moment of inner
spiritual travail he returned to his
disciples and found them asleep, he said:
“Watch and pray that you may not enter
into temptation; the spirit is willing but
the flesh is weak.”

In my ecumenical recollection I am not
sure whether this passage, these words of
Christ, have found any significant place in
our common worship and in our thinking,.
We rarely evoke the moment of
Gethsemane. I believe that we all have had
this Gethsemane experience in our own
lives. T am sure that there have been

for Jesus Christ—Life of the World

moments when we have been led or
tempted to say: “the spirit is willing but
the flesh is weak.” You know well that St.
Paul often said it in different words under
different circumstances.

Today, in this evening, at this moment
of self-recollection, of inner search and
purification, of deeper self-inquiry and
personal preparation, I feel that we are
faced with this dilemma: “the spirit is
willing but the flesh is weak.” Tonight is a
night of spiritual vigil. We prepare
ourselves to enter into communion with
Him who gave his body and blood for us.
We are painfully aware that we all will
not be able to take that communion
together. But we all have the foretaste of it
through our baptism, common prayer,
common calling and common commit-
ment to Him and to His Kingdom.

We all share this moment of
Gethsemane, the experience of inner
search and discovery, edification and
dedication in faithful obedience to His will.
Every time we approach the altar and par-
take of the body and blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ, we need to make this journey
to Gethsemane, asking ourselves how we
can make the “willing spirit” overcome
the “weakness of the flesh” the dominion
of which has reached such large propor-
tions and dimensions, having almost an
over-powering influence over our own
lives as Christians around the world. We
need to be awake and not enter into temp-
tation. But our human condition, par-
ticularly in a world so full of temptations,
often fails into the “weakness of the
flesh,” as did happen to the disciples at
Gethsemane even after the communion at
their Master’s table. Of course we speak
about “the principalities of evil”; we are
indeed quick and outspoken in publicly
denouncing them. We eloquently speak
about the manifestations of the “weakness
of the flesh” in its appalling expressions of
poverty, hunger, disease, oppression,
racial discrimination, war, economic
disorder, political injustice, denial and
violation of human rights and so many
others that the sheer enumeration makes
us shiver. But how much of this do we see
reflected existentially in our own persons
and lives? Does the “weakness of our own
flesh” bear on it their seal and imprint? Is
the life of our own churches exempt from
their distorting grip and influence?

Tonight, as we prepare ourselves for
the Lord’s table, for the Sacrificial Meal,
“the spirit is willing” to enter into com-
munion with Him: let us see to what ex-
tent “the flesh is weak” in us and needs
restoration and renewal by the power of
the Holy Spirit. Tonight is the night where
we have to learn by ourselves how “to die
to sin” so that at the altar, at the Lord’s
table we may ““live to God” to use St. Paul’s

(Continued on page 14)

Groundbreaking ceremonies for the new Armenian Church and Community Center in

Vancouver.
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From Gethsemane

Wonderful Memories That Will Linger for Years o mt. tabor

(Continued from page 13)

powerful and challenging words (Romans
6:10). For sharing in Christ’s life is possible
through sharing in His death for our salva-
tion, by our own dying to our own sins.
We have to admit that this is not an
. easy thing to do, because “the flesh is
weak” and often opens the door on our
fall. As I indicated earlier, “the weakness
of the flesh” is intertwined in the whole
texture of our society on community, na-
tional and international levels.

One of the striking affirmations in
our common understanding of the mean-
ing of Eucharist, as formulated after so
many years of common effort in the
historic document or “Baptism, Eucharist
and Ministry” is the following statement

At worship service in Chicago at meeting of the General Board of the Christian which should Chauenge us tonight on the
Church. At left is Dr. Kenneth L. Teegarden, and right Dr. Howard E. Dentler. eve of a Communion service: }

“The eucharistic celebration demands
reconciliation and sharing among all those
regarded as brothers and sisters in the one
family of God and is a constant challenge
in the search for appropriate relationships
in social, economic and political life. All
kinds of injustice, racism, separation and
lack of freedom are radically challenged
when we share in the body and blood of
Christ. . .

The Eucharist shows us that our
behavior is inconsistent in face of the
reconciling presence of God in human
history: we are placed under continual
Jjudgement by the persistence of unjust
relationships of all kinds in our society,
the manifold divisions on account of
human pride, material interest and power
politics and, above all, the obstinacy of un-
Justifiable confessional oppositions within
the body of Christ.”

Yes! The flesh in its weakness has
become powerful in and around us. Today
more than ever before we are called to
overcome that powerful weakness by the
power of our weakness for Christ as the
Apostle taught us when he said: “I will all
the more gladly boast of my weaknesses
that the power of Christ may rest upon
me. For the sake of Christ, then, I am con-
tent with my weaknesses, insults, hard-
ships, persecutions, and calamities; for
when I am weak, then I am strong.” (I
Cor. 12:9-10).

As an Armenian Christian, 1 can
understand this great truth made manifest
in the martyrological history of my own
people. We can stand firm and walk in the
way to victory only when we can open
ourselves in all our weaknesses, our emp-
tiness, to the power of our Lord Jesus
Christ, for He said to His Apostle: “My
grace is sufficient for you, for my power is
made perfect in weakness.” (Il Cor. 12:9).

How can we tonight and, indeed,
every day, reduce in ourselves the de-
manding burdens of the flesh and make
ourselves ready for receiving the power of
the grace, the light and the fire of the Holy
Spirit and thus make our spirit turned into
a “willing spirit,” powerful enough to
render that will operative in our life,
witness and service.

Here is the real heart of repentence:
that moment, constantly repeatable, when
we can feel the Spirit in us so overwhelm-
ingly powerful that the “weakness of the
flesh” may be subdued and overcome.
And this can happen when our spirit is
imbued by His Spirit. For we believe in
what the Lord said to His prophet: “T will
put my spirit in you and you will see to it
that you follow my laws and keep all the
commands I have given you” (Ezekiel,
36:27). Only in Him, with Him and
through Him we can solve our human
dilemma that stems out of the inner con-
flict between “the willingness of the
spirit” and “the weakness of the flesh.”

Tonight we are in Gethsemane.
Tomorrow and on any time when we ap-
proach the Lord’s table we have to be on
Mount Tabor, transfigured in the light of
the Lord and in obedience to the heavenly
voice that says: “This is my Son, my Be-
loved, listen to Him.”

Ms. Julie Tashjian, Secretary of State of Connecticut
addressing banquet honoring His Holiness.

A MINI LESSON
Gethsemane is a garden East of
Jerusalem near the Mount of Olives. It
was a favorite retreat for Christ and
His disciples and it became the scene of
the Agony, Judas’ Betrayal and the Ar-
rest. Mt. Tabor is an imposing moun-
tain rising from the Plain of Jezreel to
588 miles above sea-level. The moun-
tain has figured in events in both the
Old and New Testaments. Since the 4th
century, and perhaps earlier, tradition
has held that Mt. Tabor was the scene
of the Transfiguration.

Honoring Albert Babayian in Watertown.

Honoring Sarkis Teshoian in Worcester. Honoring Naz Emlikian in Philadelphia.




SUMMER 1983

PAGE 15

A Fond Farewell to an Extraordinary Leader and Faithful Friend

Catholicos Karekin II greets Archbishop Tiran Nersoyan, former Primate of the Diocese of the
Armenian Church, at a farewell reception which took place at the Princeton Club, New York City,
on Wednesday evening August 17. An overflow crowd, with representation from Armenian com-
munities on the east coast, mid-west and Canada, came to say bon voyage to Vehapar. Mr. Sarkis
Teshoian, chairman of the National Steering Committee thanked everyone for their presence and
noted that the pontifical visit had revitalized the Armenian community throughout the United
States and Canada. Mr. Teshoian told the assembled group that he always knew that Vehapar
was blessed with special power, and “‘this was confirmed when I heard yesterday that Beirut In-
ternational Airport had re-opened on the eve of Vehapar’s departure after being closed for several
weeks.” Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian said special words of farewell on behalf of the entire com-
munity, and extended his gratitude to everyone who worked diligently to make the visit a success.
Touched by the outpouring of love, His Holiness spoke to the gathering stressing the importance of
creating a more dynamic life through participation. He emphasized that personal involvement
was imperative for the successful accomplishment of goals. “Don’t stay on the sidelines and
criticize,”” he admonished, ‘“‘come in and work, enhance and strive for change where change is
needed.”” His Holiness briefly touched upon the highlights of his 80-day visit. He urged everyone to
think positively and always in terms of the oneness of the Armenian people and the Armenian
church. He concluded with special thanks to Archbishop Nersoyan who “has been a special source
of education and inspiration to me since my youth, and I can say he continues to be a great source
of inspiration for me.”
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t.

During the farewell reception
His Holiness was presented
with a gift from the com-
munity—a pontifical staff
which would be wused on
ceremonial occasions. The
original work was crafted by
Varoujan Tabakian of Toronto
and is made of gold, silver and
precious stones. His Holiness ac-
cepted the gift with gratitude
and said it would represent a
~ link of love that will bind him
to the Armenian community in
the United States and Canada.

Originally planning to leave New York on Thursday evening, His Holiness
delayed his departure until Saturday evening, August 20. On the evening
of his departure the Prelacy hosted a buffet dinner for a small group.
Following dinner a reception took place at St. Illuminator’s Cathedral and
Jjust prior to departure to the airport special services took place in the
Cathedral. In addressing the group His Holiness again reiterated the impor-
tance of participating in the life of the church. The melancholic mood of
the gathering was in marked contrast to the jubilant welcome that greeted
the Pontiff in the same Cathedral some eighty days earlier upon his arrival
to the United States. As the entourage departed for JFK Airport the crowd
dispersed. A small group comprised of family members, representatives of
the National Steering Committee, and friends escorted His Holiness to the
airport, where he was greeted by Mr. Hrair Moscofian, chief steward of
Middle East Airlines (left in photo below) and Mr. S. Nighoghosian, (right),
security officer at Kennedy airport. A room had been reserved in the
American Airlines terminal for Vehapar until he was escorted to the
plane. Family and friends waited until the plane’s departure, although
Vehapar could be seen inside the plane motioning everyone to “go home,
don’t wait.”” But wait they did until the twinkling outline of the jumbo jet
faded into the dark night.
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Dr. Richard Hovannisian (top left)
addresses the National Represen-
tative Assembly held in Philadelphia
after receiving the Prelacy’s “Man of
the Year” award. Certificates of
Merit for outstanding service to the
Philadelphia community are
presented to Mrs. Elizabeth Sadjian
(top center), Harry Dombalagian (top
right) and Walter Kurkjian (bottom
left).

Photos by Terry Sadjian
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local Armenian missions.

THE OBERAMMERGAU PASSION PLAY

350th Anniversary Performance

Join others on an inspiring and significant journey sponsored by the
Armenian Prelacy, August 14-28, 1984.

THE TRIP WILL INCLUDE:

Munich, Oberammergau, Vienna, Venice, Florence, Rome.
Round-trip air transportation from New York City. Quality hotels
with private bath and/or shower. Continental breakfast daily, one
lunch and two dinners in Oberammergau. Free time for visits with

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND A BROCHURE CONTACT:
The Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America
138 East 39th Street
New York, New York 10016
(212) 689-7810
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