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TO THE ARMENIANS

By
Hovaness Shiraz
Translation by Levon K. Topouzian
English Verse by Irwin M. Siegel

If a thousand years should pass
like rain,

Would my glorious people then
remain?

My heart cries in longing,

Vain hope to redeem

The vast ocean, my Armenians,

Today but a stream.

I fear the weak river

Will soon dry to sand.

In the heat of this age

Which it cannot withstand.

In sleep I lie troubled,

Is it false, is it true,

Evil world begat you my sadness
Or am I as crazy as you?
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GREETINGS OF FATHERLY LOVE FROM ANTELIAS ORDINATION

His holiness Catholicos Karekin I

Upon his return from Antelias from
his pontifical first visit to United States
of America and Canada, (June, July
1983) His Holiness Catholicos Karekin
II issued the following message address-
ed to the people of the Prelacy of the
Armenian Apostolic Church under the
Jurisdication of the Catholicosate of
Cilicia.

Greetings of fatherly love and bless-
ings from the Cathedral of St. Gregory
the luminator and the Holy Shrine of
the Martyrs.

We render thanks and glory to God
our Heavenly Father, for having
granted us safe journey back to the Ho-
ly See of Cilicia in Antelias, after hav-
ing concluded our seven-week first pon-
tifical visit to you, the faithful under the
spiritual care of our Eastern Prelacy of
United States and Canada. From our
headquarters of Antelias we now ad-
dress you our heartfelt word:

First, we warmly thank the Prelate of
your Diocese, H.G. Archbishop
Mesrob Ashjian, the clergy, the Ex-
ecutive Council, the members of the
Steering Commiittee for the organiza-
tion of our visit, the Boards of Trustees
of our parish churches and all related
bodies, the community religious, na-
tional, educational, cultural,
benevolent, youth and sporting
organizations and institutions and the
Press, who did their utmost to make our
visit a memorable event and a factor of
spiritual and national awakening.

We returned from America with the
deep sense of satisfaction and gratifica-
tion. We are conscious that our and
your expectations came true as this visit
became an occasion of self-awareness,
self-appraisal’and renewal for the sake
of greater achievements in the com-
munity life of our beloved people of
United States and Canada. We are, in-
deed, most happy by personally
witnessing to positive and creative
aspects of life such as the constantly
growing awareness of your identity, the
strengthening of the sense of responsi-
ble participation, the deepening of at-
tachment to our Church and particular-
ly the lively and dynamic involvement
of the youth.

Surely we worked hard and were
almost exhausted physically. Many of
you realized that and even openly warn-
ed us. The program of visitation in
everywhere involved heavily scheduled
public functions. But we were glad for
all that fatigue you caused us! However,
it did not affect us because the sense of
gratification, inner feeling of fulfilment
counterbalanced all the physical strain.
When we saw your love and willingness,
your joy and enthusiasm, your par-
ticipation and collaboration the fatigue
disappeared, as darkness flees upon the
appearance of the sun. We returned be-
ing strengthened by your love and
dedication; it is with that rewarding
sense of deepest joy that we now ad-
dress you this message from Antelias.

Yesterday, 28th August, when we at-
tended the Divine Liturgy in Antelias

Cathedral we once more joined you
through our prayers. In the sermon we
delivered, after rendering our grateful
thanks to our Heavenly Father we
spoke about our people in United States
and Canada and conveyed to the peo-
ple present our fresh impressions. We
glorified the name of God in the
Highest for the faith, the sacred Chris-
tian heritage and the national sense of
human dignity that we found renewed
in your life and entered a process of
constant growth.

Today, Monday morning, when we
try to put on paper these words, we are
deeply disturbed by the renewed
fighting'in Lebanon, as the terrifying
sounds of the shelling cause us real con-
cern and fears about the security of the
people in the whole country. Yet, in
hope and in faith and with love always,
as we address you this fatherly message
we would like to remind you of two of
the points we tried to share with you in
the course of our encounters with you
on several occasions during our pon-
tifical visit.

1. According to our Christian
understanding, truth and value become
real only when they are interpreted
through the life and work of human
persons. Self-contained feelings,
abstract ideas and rhetorical words have
no value unless they are given life
through the committed conviction and
concrete witness of men and women.
Thus, to have Christian faith means to

“live in the Christian way, like sun means

radiance. To be proud of our Armenian
Church means to participate in its life,
like garden means green, flower and
fruit which are possible only through
cultivation. To love our nation means
to be actively engaged in it, like building
means structure and harmony of stones.

In the course of our pontifical visit
through various ways and illustrations
we tried to share with you this fun-
damental truth of human life. Today,
from Antelias we once more bring to
your responsible consideration our firm
conviction that words, particularly
those that have a noble and rich con-
notation attached to them such as Faith,
Love, Church, Nation, Motherland,
School, Family, Culture are not just
verbal pronouncements. They have a
soul and a life of their own and find
their true meaning in life and in action.
In order to be actualised they need one’s
personal committment, dedication and
sacrifice. Let us not forget that they
have reached us through the life-giving
sacrifice of our saints and heroes whose
martyrdom is marked on them and thus
give them a character of sacredness and
immortality. The greatest merit of a
human person is the way of life and ser-
vice by which an idea is transferred
from the mind to the hands, the love
from heart to life and the faith from the
soul to the field of action.

With this sound consciousness ap-
proach your churches, schools and all
community efforts and cultural ac-
tivities, under the leadership of your
Prelate and the Executive Council.
What makes sense and carries weight in
history is the tangible work. All
criticisms, complaints and discontent
that are not accompanied by the sense
of responsibility and readiness for par-
ticipation are of no value. The healthy
criticism is the art of healing the wounds
and remedying to the needs from within
the body, by staying and walking in the
central boulevard of life as participants
and not on the sidewalks as spectators.

2. Leadership has a vital role in our
human society. We consider it an urgent
and paramount responsibility for our
American-Armenian community to give
birth to a new leadership from within
its own constituency. You may recall,
we repeatedly emphasised in our public
utterances the need for the young
generation of our American-Armenian
community to take into their own hands
the leadership of their community life.

We met the young people. We were
deeply impressed by seeing their solid
formation. They are people self reliant,
free of any sense of inferiority, highly
educated and capable. They have to of-
fer their services to their people in
United States and Canada. Surely they
need greater knowledge of and com-
munication with our Armenian-
Christian heritage and its distinct
values. We believe that they will acquire
such knowledge and inner building-up
through their assuming responsibilities
within the community.

We urge the young people in United
States and Canada to seriously consider
and assess their own role. Those among
you who feel a particular vocation for
spiritual and national service should
think of entering the Church’s ministry
or becoming lay servants. You see
around you the vacuum of such ser-
vants in community life. The Seminary
of the Catholicosate of Cilicia in
Bikfaya, Lebanon, will rejoice in
welcoming students from U.S.A. and
Canada. Come forward and stand
ready before God and our nation.

*
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Today, 1st September, as we con-
clude this message that was written in-
termittently due to the insecure and in-
stable situation around us, thanks to
God, the sounds of the shelling have
dwindled and the people are back to
their usual way of life and work. Yes!
Life here is a mixture of peace and war.
The sky is often covered by clouds. But
whether under the sunshine or in the
shadow of the clouds we continue our
work. For, as we feel, the inner sun that
knows no sunset, is our vocation to
serve our Lord Jesus by serving our
people.

We were deeply pleased by seeing
here our Seminary new building in the
process of construction . We were
delighted by finding the students of the
Seminary, the senior ones who stayed
at Bikfaya during the summer vacation,
pursue devotedly their studies through
seminars, home work assigned by
Faculty members and through personal
work, reading and writing. We rejoic-
ed by starting our own seminar work
with them. In hope and with greater
commitment we look forward to seeing
the 53rd academic year to be opened in
the middle of October with all students
returned from their annual summer
holiday.

Let us, therefore, look to that inner
light in us kindled on our hearts by St.
Gregory the Illuminator’s unseen
Lantern {‘‘Loosavortchee Gantegh™},
inextinguished in history in spite of all
the attempts by our enemies aimed at
the extinction of our nation. That light
is inextinguishable because it is a ray
that has shone forth from the ‘‘Light
of the World’’, Jesus Christ, and has
been sustained by the sacrifice of our
saints and martyrs.

Here, in Antelias, together with the
members of our Religious order, the
clergy, the lay representatives on the
Central Executive Council and all our
assistants will continue to make our life
and work become a drop of oil in the
Lantern of St. Gregory the Illimunator
so that our Christian faith and national
dignity may continue to be upheld high,
alive and creative in the life of our
people.

Let us join together and make that
Lantern shine forth ever brightly in the
life of our communities in United States
of America and in Canada. Do your
best for the best of our people under
God.

Prayerfully,

KAREKIN II
CATHOLICOS OF CILICIA

1st September, 1983
Antelias — Lebanon

OF THREE DEACONS

ON THE OCCASION OF THE
58TH ANNIVERSARY OF ST.
STEPHENS ARMENIAN CHURCH
IN NEW BRITAIN, CT

Sunday, October 2nd will go into the
annals of St. Stephens Church in New
Britain, CT, a most memorable day that
the community will always cherish.

On this day, three young men, raised
in the bosom of their community,
received the Order of Dioconate by His
Eminence, Archbishop Mesrob
Ashjian, Prelate of the Armenian
Apostolic Church of the Eastern United
States and Canada.

The occasion was the 58th Anniver-
sary of the Church, making St.
Stephens one of the oldest active Arme-
nian churches in the new world.

In the morning, during the Divine
Liturgy, the Archbishop received the
presentation made by the pastor, Rev.
Sahag Andekian, for the following
young men: Hrant Shammassian, Vahe
Dodakian, and Christopher Sagherian.

It was a moving experience to see
these three young men, all in their ear-
ly 20’s, raised in American society,
faithful to their Armenian Church and
national heritage. And who, as an il-
lustration of the difficult road ahead of
their lives, climbed on their knees to the

(continued on page 4)

ANI AND IDA
KAVAFIAN

TO PRESENT THEIR FIRST DUO
CARNEGIE HALL RECITAL

Violinists Ani and Ida Kavafian will
make a rare joint concert appearance
when they present their first duo
Carnegie Hall recital on Thursday,
November 17th, at 8:00 pm. The pro-
gram will feature the world premiere of
“Rocking Mirror Daybreak®, commis-
sioned for the occasion from Japanese
composer Toru Takemitsu.

Noted solo performers, the Kavafian
sisters have made only a few ap-
pearances together, mostly in chamber
music, but have found the experience so
rewarding that they decided a joint
recital would be the ideal way to express
their musical affinity and mutual
admiration.

The program will also include pieces
by Mozart, Moszkowski, Prokofiev and
Sarasate.

On the celebration of the occasion of
their first duo Carnegie Hall Recital, we
are confident that the Armenian Com-
munity and all music lovers will fill the
hall to capacity and delight in the
wonderful performances of Ida and Ani
Kavafian.

Tickets are available at the Prelacy
(212-689-7810), from the Prelacy
Ladies’ Guild, or from St. Illuminator’s
Armenian Day School, Mrs. V. Tateo-
sian (212)-786-4042, Mrs. Araxi Ando-
nian (212) 729-6057, or Miss Sona
Shkhoukian (212) 361-2426, and are
priced at $14, $12, $10, $8, and $6.

OUTREACH

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian
Prelate

Iris Papazian
Editor

OUTREACH (USPS 426-490) is published
monthly by the Prelacy of the Armenian
Apostolic Church of America, 138 East
39th Street, New York, New York 10016,
(212) 689-7810. Unsolicited manuscript will
be considered for publication; please include
a stamped, self-addressed return envelope.
We reserve the right to edit articles in order
to conform to space limitations. Signed ar-
ticles do not necessarily reflect the policy of
the Armenian Apostolic Church of America.
Send all correspondence to the above address
to the attention of the Editor. Printed in the
United States of America, Second class
postage paid at New York, N.Y. 10016.
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ANNUAL SENIOR YOUTH RETREAT

SPONSORED BY
ARMENIAN RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COUNCIL OF THE PRELACY

The Armenian Religious Education Council (AREC) of the Prelacy successful-
ly held its third annual Senior Youth Retreat, in Waltham, MA, the weekend of
September 23-25, 1983.

Twenty young adults representing Prelacy affiliated parishes, travelled from as
far as Chicago, Waukegan, Detroit, Montreal (Canada), Springfield, Worcester,
New Jersey and Boston.

The retreat was planned and directed by Mrs. Aghavni Bashian, Director of
the Christian Education Department of the Prelacy.

Mrs. Barbara Berberian, an Occupational Therapist by profession and vice-
chairperson of AREC, led the Friday evening introductory session using various
group dynamic techniques and exercises. The main goal was to stimulate conver-
sation, mutual respect and understanding of each other’s needs and expectations
of the retreat weekend.

Rev. Dr. Mesrob Tashjian, pastor of Sts. Vartanantz Armenian Apostolic
Church of Providence, R.I., gave an informative lecture on ‘‘The Armenian
Badarak”’ covering various stages of development of the Armenian Church Liturgy.

Saturday included morning service led by Rev. Antranig Baljian, Pastor of St.
Gregory Armenian Apostolic Church of Indian Orchard, MA and Chairperson
of AREC. Archdeacon Aram Stepanian, a member of AREC, lectured on
“Trusting in the Lord with all your heart.”” (Proverbs 3:5,6)

After a short break, a second lecture was given by Rev. Baljian on ‘‘Saints and
Feast Days of the Armenian Apostolic Church.”’

After lunch, Mrs. Berberian led a thought provoking session on ‘‘Building Rela-
tionships — Man with Man in comparison to Man with God.’’ With group par-
ticipation she outlined various steps one must take to meet and get to know a per-
son before a deep and personal relationship emerges. The group then examined
this outline as an interesting and challenging format for developing a deeper rela-
tionship with God. Part two of Mrs. Berberian’s session was an exercise on the
Ten Commandments. The objective of this segment was for students to take in-
ventory of their moral values in light of the Ten Commandments and to use their
insight as the basis for a sharing experience.

John Bashian, a member of AREC and the Board of Trustees of Sts. Vartanantz
Armenian Apostolic Church of N.J., led a group Bible Study, in which the par-
ticipants had prepared answers for specific questions on ‘‘Prayer’’ using the Bi-
ble. Various aspects of prayer were discussed. ‘‘Hayr Mer’’ was used as a model
for prayer.

The third lecturer was Prof. Varouj Mazmanian, a Mathematics Professor at
the Steven’s Institute of Technology in Hoboken, N.J. He is also the advisor of
the students Christian Fellowship Group in the same institute. Mr. Mazmanian
started his lecture by defining prayer as ‘‘conversing with God,’’ outlining ways
in which students can have a meaningful prayer life.

The traditional ice-cream party followed at Chadwicks where several of the par-
ticipants were surprised by their ‘‘Birthday’’ celebration.

Sunday morning the group attended the Badarak and took communion at Sts.
Vartanantz Armenian Apostolic Church of Providence, R.I. Following services,
the participants enjoyed a Luncheon-dinner prepared by the members of the Ladies
Guild.

The objectives of the weekend were to help the students understand the spiritual
significance of the ‘“Badarak’’; to develop their personal prayer life; and to help
them realize a deeper relationship with God.

ORDINATION

(continued from page 2)

A scene from the ordination

altar, witnessing their readiness to serve,
and later, turned their faces to the West
and put their palms behind their ears as
a sign of renunciation of the world. At
that time, the Prelate, Archbishop
Ashjian, with the clergy, intonated the
famous invocation of the Holy Spirit,
“Divine and Heavenly Grace, which
fulfils the needs of the Church, calls
Hrant, Vahe and Christopher from the
rank of Acolyte to the rank of
Deacon.”” Meanwhile, the people
answered in the old way of approba-
tion, ‘‘Arjhani’’ (In Greek, ‘“Aksyos’’,
or worthy). .

After the religious ceremony, a recep-
tion was held in the church hall, where
a capacity crowd followed a short pro-
gram. Addresses were given by the
Chairman of the Board, Mr. Aram
Khatchoyan; the Pastor, Rev.
Andekian; Secretary of State, Mrs.

Julie Tashjian; and, on behalf of the
deacons, Hrant Shammassian made a
touching speech.

Mr. Zareh Karanian made the
presentation of the ‘“Man of the Year”’,
Mr. Isahag Shahbazian, who for many,
many years has served the community
with exemplary dedication and
modesty.

The Archbishop, in his final address,
asked the community to re-open the
Armenian and Sunday Schools and
have a more committed life together for
the betterment of their community and
themselves.

A.N.E.C. ARMENIAN SCHOOL

STUDENTS & TEACHERS RETURN
FROM ARMENIA

Their feet touched the ground at Kennedy Airport in New York, but their heads
and hearts were still in Yerevan! A group of 18 students, teachers, principals and
administrators selected from Armenian National Education Committee schools
(A.N.E.C.), returned to the U.S. on August 31, after a month-long stay in Armenia.

For the 5th consecutive year, A.N.E.C. has organized a summer trip to Armenia
for students and staff chosen from its net-work of Saturday and Day Armenian
schools. This annual vacation-study program is jointly organized and subsidized
by A.N.E.C. and the Yerevan-based Committee for Cultural Relations with Arme-
nians Abroad. While in Armenia, all expenses for students and teacher are defrayed
by the Armenian government, through the Cultural Relations Committee. The New
York-based A.N.E.C. is a supervisory educational organization which is co-
sponsored by the Eastern Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America
and by the Armenian Relief Society of North America, Regional Executive.

The teachers and principals of the group are enrolled in summer session at the
Institute of Pedagogy of Yerevan University. In addition to the daily lectures
delivered by well-known professors from Yerevan University, the teachers were
offered hotel accomodations, sight seeing tours, parties and even pocket money
for the entire month, as guests of the government!

(Read from L. to R. and from top row down)

STUDENTS

Lisa Apovian, George Gharibian, Annie Ayvazian, Andre Arakelian, Aline Zadourian, Silva Badrikian,
Tsolig Shahinian, Shant Karakashian, Mary Garabedian, Saro Tegrarian, Jacqueline Marashlian, Claudia
Khachigian, Gregory Johnson, Mona Krikorian

TEACHERS
Mrs. Verkine Marashian, Archpriest Sarkis Andreassian, Mrs. Liz Amirian, (Mrs. Osky Cascone, not
pictured) )

The students selected from among the 45 A.N.E.C. schools attended Camp
Haigagan Ardek, located high up in the mountains of Kirovakan, the 3rd largest
city of Armenia. These youngsters were fortunate in having the . opportunity of
becoming better acquainted with the people of their homeland and the chance to
live with their counterparts from many diaspora countries.

In addition to their camp and university experiences, both students and teachers
were escorted on sight-seeing tours of Holy Etchmiadzin, Sardarabad, Lake Sevan,
Khor Veerab and other historic places of wonder. They were deeply touched by
the sincere warmth of the reception and hospitality of the Cultural Relations Com-
mittee officials and of other Armenians they encountered at every level of Arme-
nian life, during their month-long visit. Everyone in the group agreed that their
trip represented a life-long dream-come-true and became a life-changing experience
for them. As one student expressed it, ‘“Oh, my Armenia, now that I’ve seen you,
lived with you and known you, I will always long for you, my beloved Armenia!”’

Hourig Papazian-Sahagian
A.N.E.C.
Executive Coordinator

THE OBERAMMERGAU PASSION PLAY

350th Anniversary Performance

Join others on an inspiring and significant journey sponsored by the
Armenian Prelacy, August 14-28, 1984.

THE TRIP WILL INCLUDE:

Munich, Oberammergau, Vienna, Venice, Florence, Rome.
Round-trip air transportation from New York City. Quality hotels with
private bath and/or shower. Continental breakfast daily, one lunch and
two dinners in Oberammergau. Free time for visits with local Armenian
missions in Vienna and Venice.

FOR INFORMATION AND A BROCHURE CONTACT:
The Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America
138 East 39th Street
New York, New York 10016
(212) 689-7810




