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PATRIARCH

NERSES VARJABEDIAN
AND THE RUSSO-TURKISH WAR OF 1876

by Dr. Ara Caprielian

Certain events in Armenia’s past stand out because they
are generally credited with internationalizing that coun-
try’s incessant and turbulent quest for emancipation. One
of those events was the Russo-Turkish war of 1876 which
was viewed by 19th century Armenians, inexperienced in
Great Power politics and diplomacy, as a unique oppor-
tunity to press European states in order to ameliorate the
abject condition of Armenians in the interior provinces
of the Ottoman Empire. While the aborted attempts of
1876-78 bring to mind Khrimian Hairig, who journeyed
to Berlin to present Europe with the entreaties of
beleagured Armenians, few remember that Bishop Khri-
mian, Archbishop Khoren Nar-Bey and Minas Cheraz
were sent to Berlin by Archbishop Nerses Varjabedian,
then Patriarch of Armenians in the Ottoman Empire.

Patriarch Varjabedian, in meeting with foreign
diplomats, pointed out that while Armenians were
grateful to Russia, their safety and well being depended
on national autonomy for Armenian and Great Britain’s
position in that matter. In a letter published in Sarukhan’s
The Armenian Question and the National Constitution,
Archbishop Varjabedian states, ‘‘so that this word
(autonomy) may not frighten anyone, here is my formula
— ‘administration de I’ Armenie par les Armeniens’ .”’

(Cont. on page 2)
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(Cont. from page 1)

It would be useful to briefly trace the series of events in question in order to
understand why the hopes nurtured by Patriarch Varjabedian and the Armenian
people ended in bitter disappointment.

When in 1876 a popular insurrection flared up in Bulgaria against Turkey, the
latter crushed the rebellion by killing an estimated 20,000 Christians. Russia, see-
ing in these events an opportunithy with which to pursue her own national interests
while posing as the defender of the Slavic peoples of the Balkans, declared war
on Turkey on April 24, 1877. A year later, Turkey was defeated and was obliged
to accept the Treaty of San Stefano in March of 1878.

It should be said that this war was fought partly on the Armenian tableland.
Armenians hoped that these lands would not be returned to the Porte after the
war but would become part of the Tsarist Empire, preferably with some provision
for local self-rule. When at San Stefano it was discovered that this Russian annex-
ation could not be implemented, the Russians dropped the matter in favor of a
plan of reforms to be introduced in the Eastern provinces by the Porte with the
guarantee of the Tsar. Article 16 of the Treaty concerned the Armenians and read:

As the evacuation of the Russian troops of the territory which they occupy
in Armenia and which is to be restored to Turkey, might give rise to conflicts
and complications detrimental to the maintenance of good relations betwen
the two countries, the Sublime Porte undertakes to carry into effect, without
JSurther delay, the improvements and reforms demanded by local requirements
in the provinces inhabited by the Armenians, and to guarantee their security
Jrom Kurds and Circassians.

Unfortunately, this treaty never brought the Armenians the needed reforms. As
Michael Florinsky, a noted scholar of Russian affairs, states, the Treaty ‘‘was
greeted in Great Britain with an almost hysterical outburst of Russophobia.’’?

Disraeli, finding the Treaty unacceptable as far as British interests were con-
cerned, insisted on submitting the Treaty to a European Congress. Thus convened
the Congress of Berlin. Here, Britain and Turkey concluded the Cyprus Conven-
tion whereby the British promised that if Russia retained the districts of Kars, Ar-
dahan, and Batoum, Great Britain would protect Turkey and her territories by
force of arms. Also, by the Anglo-Russian Memorandum of May 30, 1878, England
reserved the right to share the introduction of reforms in the Eastern Provinces
of Turkey with Russia.

In return, the Sultan agreed to introduce some reforms for Christians, and also
granted the island of Cyprus to the British. Finally, the British and Russians met
in secret and discussed article 16 of the San Stefano Treaty. ‘“England would not
agree to the evacuation of the Russian troops from Armenia being made condi-
tional upon the implementation of the reforms. Russia would not insist, and
Gemany simply could not be bothered with such details as the safety of the Arme-
nians in their homeland.””? Thus, aritcle 16 was replaced with article 61 of the Treaty
of Berlin.

‘““The Armenians were handed over to the mercy of the Turks with the studiously
vague assurance of reforms and protection, a restatement of the benevolent
platitudes of San Stefano. The Congress, however, took good care to eradicate
Russian influence in the administration of the Balkan and Asiatic settlements by
substituting a maze of European commissions for the Russian agencies provided
at San Stefano.”’”

It is true that a plan of reforms was prepared dealing with the organization of
an efficient gendarmerie, reforms in the judicial system, reforms in the matters
of taxation, and the appointment and security of tenure of honest and competent
governors and judges. But a lack of desire to change and the absence of honest
officials made it easy for the Sultan to-ignore his contractual obligations. So the
English were merely contented by “‘appointing a number of consular officials whose
duty it was to bring to the attention of the Turkish and English governments the
oppressions and depredations to which the non-Mohammedan subjects in the
Eastern provinces were subjected.”’’

As subsequent events showed, the provisions of the Treaty of Berlin concerning
the Armenians were empty words because without an adequate machinery to super-
vise reforms, and without the spectre of Russian troops, the Sultan was under no
compulsion to implement his pledge. The Gladstone Ministry of 1880 tried to in-
duce the Concert of Europe to act in unison and force the Porte to execute the
stipulated reforms. The Powers submitted ‘‘Collective Notes’’ but they did not
produce any results. The Porte promised to give the matter consideration, only
to drop the matter when the Powers were occupied with more urgent business.

In 1896, the Duke of Argyll published Our Responsibilities for Turkey, in which,
commenting on the role of the British concerning the Armenians, he wrote, ‘“As
for the unfortunate Armenians, the change (substitution of article 16 of the San
Stefano Treaty by article 61 of the Treaty of Berlin, ed.) was simply one which
must tend to expose them to the increased enmity of their tyrants, whilst it damaged
and discouraged the only protection which was possible under the inexorable con-
ditions of the physical geography of the country.’’¢

Meanwhile, the repressions continued and the European Powers intervened on-
ly occasionally through diplomatic channels and notes. Turkey realized that the
presence of Armenians might one day be used by Europe or Russia as a means
of extracting concessions from her. The latter part of the nineteenth century brought

(Cont. on page 3)
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NATIONAL ART CONTEST

This is an open invitation to all Armenian artists residing in the United
States or Canada to participate in a poster contest: paintings or drawings
dedicated to and symbolizing the Armenian Genocide of 1915.

The rules of this contest are as follows:

1. The entries could be multicolored or bicolored.
2. All entries must be 22 X 28 inches.

3. Entries must be a work of art depicting either the Armenian Genocide
or the survival of the Armenian nation and its renaissance, future goals
and aspirations.

4. All entries must be received by February 15, 1985 the latest. Please mail
your entry to:

NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE COMMITTEE - ART CONTEST
5100 Wisconsin Avenue NW, Suite 521
Washington, D.C. 20016

5. The jury will select the best three of submitted entries and will award first,
second and third prizes of One Thousand ($1,000.00), Five Hundred
($500.00) and Three Hundred ($300.00) dollars respectively.

6. Submitted entries become the property of the 70th Anniversary National
Commemorative Committee and shall not be returned to the artists. Fur-
ther, the Committee reserves the right to reproduction.
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7. The Committee plans, to the extent feasible, to have the best entries printed
in limited numbers; proceeds from the sale of printed posters will be ap-
plied against the expenses of the Seventieth Anniversary events.

NATIONAL ART CONTEST COMMITTEE
October 15, 1984
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PATRIARCH NERSES VARJABEDIAN

(Cont. from page 2)
the plight of the Armenains to the attention of European diplomats. The Arme-
nian Question did become a nominal concern in international politics. However,
no Power felt an urgent need to carry this case to its logical conclusion.

The lamentable result of the fitful interest shown by the Powers was to awaken
hopes in the Armenian highlands which could not be fulfilled, and io arouse
suspicions in the breast of the Sultan which were to bear fruit in organized
massacres and outrage in days to come.’

Rather than improve the lot of her subjects, Turkish statesmen found it more
expedient to remove those subjects whose existence evoked the interests of other
countries, even though intermittently. The following lengthy quote represents the
official thinking of Turkey uttered by its Grand Vizier, Kiamil Pasha. It is reproduc-
ed because attitudes like this was what prompted Armenians, out of desperation,
to organize revolutionary political parties.

Today, our and England’s interests demand that Asia Minor (we and England
do not recognize the word “‘Armenia’’ and those who recite that word must
have their jaws dashed) territories be free from the source of foreign in-
terferences, consequently, to reach that holy goal, it is both necessary and
the right of a state, to remove the slightest suspicious facts and elements and
to make our future safe, consequently, we must exterminate that Armenian
nation from the face of our land (that is to say to slaughter them unmerciful-
ly). To realize that goal, we have means such as Kurds, Circassians, gover-
nors, tax collectors, and finally all those who declare a holy war against that
nation which has no guns nor means of defense, but we, on the contrary,
have guns and armies and the world’s wealthiest state (the reference is to Great
Britain, ed.) as an ally, and the protector of all our possessions in Asia Minor.
If that Armenian nation becomes annihilated, and Christian Europe is not
able to find a single Christian in Asia Minor, then in that case Europe will
leave us alone and we will be able to deal withourinternal affairs and or state
reforms ...°

When the Sultan, after the Congress of Berlin, unleashed new massacres in the
Armenian provinces, the Armenian Patriarch pleaded with the Sultan to stop the
killings, whereupon the Sultan answered:

You seem to expect the warships of the British. Before they can reach Con-
stantinople the waters of the Bosphorus will be red with the blood of your
accursed race.’®

The events surrounding the Russo-Turkish war, Khrimian Hairig’s return to Con-
stantinople and his famous Iron Ladle speech are well known. While succeeding
political developments affected the course of the Armenian Question, the fact re-
mains that high ranking Armenian clergymen were involved in their country’s
liberation struggle. It is this spirit which must continue to inspire all Armenians.
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Ubpuku Nuwnphwpf Qupdwybwnbwbh Jppwwnwlhb Goihpniwd wju pugunh-
4h6 kg ynignidnyg hpunwpulnipbwl Younwbf niphy jhywnulbih fbdwbn b
huynt ¥p' Sphgnp Owbwbh «npp», qpoiwd 14 Unj. 1884-hG, Pwphq, br
nipnnuwd hp Junbdh pupbljwd by gnpéwlhg Ulpnhg buwjbwlhG: Bju wnwph
wy wppkl $GGnbwl 150-wlbwll t Fphgup OwbwbhG, by dbp jupqubfh
wnipfh wy) wyunt ’pEéwybGf whnp, np ¢E Ptupny dbp wqquhb-bijbnbguljul
YbwGfh pniuwnnt hwpnulbpkG fhG hwlghuwgue: fhy pwh 'puk wju wlnbp,
wjuop, SbqUlt yumbpnil: Ushunu: Ubp §bwlfh wwydwbbbpp wwppb’p b,
wlgbwih hbwn Guyp' pny), whgbujh pfby nkdfbpnil hbwn hugnpyoiphilp’
wuunwhulwb, bpt jh w) £GGwgwwunihp ndwlg Yonuk, npnGf Jhw)b
«Ufbphhbwb hpmiwlnipbwly hwymbwun  Yp hwdwpbl hpbGf qhpbGf, by
«Mupuy Jujoinh pownuiphf» wil hGs np hp gpoih e fp pounth hhl ni hunwinp
nkdfbpnt Ywuhb:

Sphgnp Owbwb $6wé kp njhu, 1834-h Thlwn. 9-h, br nibbgud pludbug
Yppoippil dp: Pp oppwbulhl br qwnpuwunnipbwl wy pbpnudny® Yupbuinp
ptlf ¥p hulnpumgu Uqq- Uuhdwlungpnipbwl fwldwb wuphGbpned, by
Gwbr ¢bé nbljmjwp' Oudwlbwb Vwhdwlugpnipbwl fywldwb fty, Uhnhun
thwpwjh hbw hp gonpdulgnipbwdp: UGdnnwlwih b6 hp winblwpountphil-
Gbpp: bpb k Guby hbnwwnbu b jnruwdhn wjl guyuhupp’ pun aponud «fknf
tp wwhb) Uhup bgdthwoGh hudwps:

Owbwl qununbh pnphppubwll wy kp dwpduybnbwl Twnphupfh b
hbnhBwyp® ywwn fp Bwdwllbpne bu hwunwpnigpbpoy, npnGf wyn opbpmé
wuwnpuunnibgul® Uwk Unbdwlo bi Mbp hG Gbplwjugnibint hudwp: Pujg
Owbwl whbuw fyfwpuniphilp, Upbufnunfh punbpp, Mowuwunwbh Yhg-
nuwdfp by op Up puun. —
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JugnnkhGf 9Goby qujlin:

Owbwl Swhugut wfunph ¥y, Puphq, 1887-hG: Pp gbpbqUwbhE Jpuy w)-
gbniGbp pnnué bG wnnbp® npnlf Gp Ywnlbl wjl ukpb nv jupqubfp, qnp
dbp dnqnynipgh quuwlGbpp Yp wadthl hp jhownwlhG: Uy wngbpkl JEynd
Jhuynipbudp wy Yp hulbif pdpugpuljuli wju dnunfp. —
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owmwp wuwnnhl nu ubt hnnhlG Ghpfhu:

Ujdd hnghy Yp hplinih® wppbof ybpkl widkG wlnGg, npnGf uhpbih
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ghbp Fwlnumby, pig np wpned grugue wiypnep fp wggl whofipg, 2hnplbgu'e
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70TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

THE NATIONAL GATHERING OF THE SURVIVORS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 24-28 APRIL, 1985
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OUR COMMITMENT IS FOREVER

$2 MILLION
SCIENCE BUILDING UNVEILED

MIDDLETOWN — The dedication of the $2
million, new Science and Technology building by the
Penn State’s Capitol Campus took place on October
9, 1984. Present at this dedication were: Dr. Bryce Jor-
dan, president of Penn State; Walter J. Conti, presi-
dent of the University’s Board of Trustees; Archbishop
Mesrob Ashjian, prelate of the Armenian Apostolic
Church of America; Dr. Theodore L. Gross, provost
and dean of the campus during the planning and fund-
raising phases of the project; and John O. Vartan, a
1973 graduate of the campus’ master engineering pro-
gram, a member of the Capitol Campus Board of
Adisers, chairman of Tera Giga, Inc., of Harrisburg,
and the largest personal gift contributor to the Science
building project.

The building’s plaza and lecture hall are named in
memory of Vartan’s father, Ohannes M. Keosheyan
and mother, Marie H. Keosheyan, respectively.

Others present were Dr. Ruth Leventhal, Capitol’s
provost and dean; Sondra Osler, vice-chairperson of
the Capitol Campus Board of Adivsers; Dr. Robert
J. Graham, acting associate provost and associate dean
of the faculty at Capitol; and Dr. William A. Welsh,
Jr., head of the Campus’ Division of Science.

After remarks by several speakers, including Dr.
Leventhal and Dr. Jordan, who praised the new
Science building and predicted that it definitely will
improve the world of Science in the United States, Mr.
Vartan was introduced by Dr. Leventhal.

Mrs. Ruth Leventhal, Provost of the University of Penn,
together with Mrs. Marie Keosheyan and Mr. John Vartan,
the donor after whose name the plaza was named.

Vartan, who had no prepared remarks, told the
assembled crowd saying “‘I did not make a contribu-
tion, I merely paid back a portion of my debt with a
little interest. I hope that as time goes on I will be
allowed to pay off my debt with a little interest.”’

Mr. Vartan stated that his Armenian background,
with its trials and tribulations, had a lot to do with
his firm belief in success through education. After all,
his parents had always valued education above all else;
all his sisters and brothers are graduates.

The ceremony ended with a blessing of the building
by His Eminence, Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, who
also gave the invocation and a tour of the building.
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Centenial Celebration of

Nerses Patriarch Varjabedian
under the auspices of the Prelacy of the

Armenian Apostolic Church of America

at

St. Sarkis Church of Bayside
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9, 1984

His Eminence Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian
will offer the Divine Liturgy
and deliver the Sermon

A banquet and program will be held at the Chadrjian Hall
immediately following church services

Details to follow
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NUVARSAG - A SUPERB CONCERT
IN CELEBRATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS

““Takavor yergnavor zegeghetzee koh ansharj bahya,
yev zergrbakoos anvanut koom bahya ee
khaghaghootyan”

The words of ‘“Takavor yergnavor’” (Heavenly
King) rang proud and true on Sunday, October 21,
1984 in St. Bartholomew’s Church in New York City
as over 1,000 Armenians participated in ‘‘Nuvarsag
— a Musical Celebration of Human Rights’’ spon-
sored by and under the auspices of the Prelacy of the
Armenian Apostolic Church of America and the
Nuvarsag 1500th Anniversary Commemorative
Committee.

Maestro Rouben Gregorian masterfully conducted
the entire program consisting of Alexander Arutu-
nian’s ‘“Theme and Seven Variations for strings;”’
Alan Hovhaness’ ‘“Saint Vartan’s Symphony No. 9,
Opus 180;’’ the world premiere of Richard Yardu-
mian’s “Hrashapar’’ commissioned by the Prelacy for
the 1500th Anniversary of the Nuvarsag Treaty; ‘‘An-
dante for strings’’ by Arno Babadjanian; the New
York premiere of Rouben Gregorian’s ‘‘Suite No. 2
for strings; and the New York premiere of ‘‘Vaghar-
shapatee Bar”’ by Komitas-Aslamazian; and A. Spen-
diarian’s ‘“‘Khaitarma’’ and ‘‘Hidjaz’’.

The St. Bartholomew’s magnificent setting witnessed the beauty
of the Armenian music.

Fifty musicians provided by the Little Orchestra
Society of N.Y. and thirty singers of the Orpheon
Chorale filled the spacious and magnificent church
with an  Armenian identity, and soon we were
somehow_transported to the plains of Avarair.

A musical drama was set before our eyes. We
became the spectators waiting for the palyers of
Avarair and Nuvarsag to arrive. And Arutunian’s
““Theme and Seven Variations”’ orchestrated by the
Maestro prepared us as the spirit of Nuvarsag began
to unfold her wings. For this writer, even the opening
prayer, our ‘‘Hayr Mer”’ (Lord’s Prayer) had a joyous
and unique effect especially when played by an
orchestra.

Alan Hovhaness described his St. Vartan’s sym-
phony as a ‘“mosaic of 24 short movements that go
like the wind.”’ Indeed, each piece was like a different
breath moving our players from one scene to another,
creating a play, a Badarak of sorts — the death of Var-
tan symbolic of the passion of our Lord. And the after
effects — the ‘“‘Estampie’’ (Four Trumpets) and the
“Interlude’’ (Alto Saxophone) calling our resurrected
nation: ‘‘Life must go on, Arise! Awake! Onward to
the future.”

But soon, a reminder ‘‘Aria’> (Trumpet):
“Remember the death of Vartan but do not wallow
in self-pity.”” And the grand ‘‘Finale-Estampie’’ (Four
Trumpets) a dance, a march, calling our nation: ‘“‘Be
prepared, unite, yet another battle looming in the
distance.”’

After a brief intermission — a time to talk, to meet
old friends, to find shelter from the ‘‘wind”’, to reflect
on Hovhaness’ work — the majesty of Richard Yar-
dumian’s ‘“‘Hrashapar’’ begins to take affect. (Would
it have been more fitting at the end of the program,
or even repeated at the end? Perhaps. but no matter).
It is a work of inspiration. As if one was blown from
the plains of Avarair to the summit of Ararat,
transfigured, in communion with our Heavenly King.

As Yardumian stated, it is truly ‘‘a song of liberation.”

The Orpheon Chorale, a professional group that has
performed in many concert halls, did a splendid job
in providing the background voices singing ‘“Takavor
Yergnavor’’ also arranged by Richard Yardumian. The
composer himself received a standing ovation as he im-
mediately congratulated Maestro Gregorian and the
orchestra and chorale after their performance of
‘‘Hrashapar.’’

It is time now to come down the mountain, to live
in a reality of quiet consistency and dedication to our
identity. We lean on our faithful composers who gave
our nation credibility and the original Armenian
musical spirit — Komitas-Aslamazian, A. Spendiarian,
and Arno Babadjanian.

This writer leaves for last our faithful composer and
conductor of today, Rouben Gregorian, as we witness
the New York premiere of his ‘‘Suite No. 2 for
strings.’’ Here the Maestro has his own way of creativi-
ty and interpretation, though not as sharp as
Hovhaness or powerful as Yardumian, yet a resilien-
cy is heard. He enables us to return, to come back,
to rebuild and to build upon what we already have as
a people. And there is more in Rouben Gregorian.
There is the teacher.

A standing ovation greets our Maestro as he turns
from the podium. Our musical drama and remem-
brance of our Nuvarsag heroes is over. We want more.
The encore? As we opened with the Lord’s Prayer, so
we close with a beautiful rendition of *“Giligia’’.

What was the purpose and the effects of the musical
event? As stated by his Grace Archbishop Mesrob Ash-
jian, Prelate, ‘‘to communicate in the international
language of music, the message of freedom which our
forefathers fought for. And though the language is dif-
ferent, the spirit has not changed.”’

““The duty of the composer today,”’ he continued,
““is to make our musical treasures understandable and
accessible to the contemporary society. Richard Yar-
dumian was able to do that in his ‘‘Hrashapar”’. He
challenged us to have the same kind of faith and
witness as St. Gregory. We have to congratulate him
for this.”

Speaking on Alan Hovhaness’ work which was
originally written for the 1500th Anniversary of the
battle of Avarair, His Grace noted how it kept its
““freshness’’> and made it possible for us to enjoy it
today.

For the Maestro himself, Archbishop Ashjian com-
mented that Rouben Gregorian conducted with a
“youthfulness’’ and that ‘‘he outdid himself.”” He is
truly a man, who has spent fify-five years in music,
intimately aware of the spirit of Armenian music.”

His Grace also mentioned that the entire Nuvarsag
program was taped by CBS television to be used in the
future for a special program on the Armenian Church
and culture in America.

Many friends, family, and artists attended a recep-
tion at the Prelacy in honor of Rouben Gregorian and
Richard Yardumian. Archbishop Ashjian personally
thanked them for their participation and efforts, shar-
ing the audience’s enthusiastic response to the entire
Nuvarsag concert.

The audience made an ovation at the end of the world premiere
of “Hrashapar’’. Composer R. Yardumian acknowledges the
greetings and points to Maestro Grigorian.

As we talked during the reception, Richard Yardu-
mian shared that, as in the past, the church should be
the primary sponsor of the musicians. ‘‘As I see it, the
composer must become the useful servant of the
church. I believe that today’s efforts is a step in that
direction.”’

Rouben Gregorian felt that occasion like this are
beneficial in influencing and educating the non-
Armenian. ‘“they too must get involved in our music.
For it touches the human heart and soul; it deserves
to be heard by everyone.”

And Rouben Gregorian, truly sensitive to the efforts
of the day, publicly thanked His Grace Archbishop
Mesrob Ashjian. ‘“This concert took place because of
his support and encouragement of an idea. We owe
it all to him.”

Trim the hearts of your Loved ones with gifts of

by John Bashian

This concet was the culmination of various activities
planned by the Prelacy’s Nuvarsag Committee. Indeed
we thank His Grace and the Committee for educating
us, making us aware of the existence of the Nuvarsag
Treaty. For in this treaty we can look beyond Var-
tanantz, beyond the battle of Avarair, beyond defeat,
to the hope of justice prevailing. ‘‘And hope will not
disappoint us.”’

The Prelacy wishes to express its thanks to the
following organizations for their participation and sup-
port: The Armenian-Iranian cultural Society,
Hamazkaine Cultural Society of NY/NJ, The Essayan
Getronagan, Armenian National Education Council
(ANEC), Armenian Religious Education Council
(AREC), the Prelacy Ladies’ Guild, and Knights of
Vartan — Mid Atlantic Lodges.

A special thanks to St. Bartholomew’s Church for
allowing the concert to be held in their church; to Mr.
Dino Anagnost, Director of the Little Orchestra Socie-
ty and the Orpheon Chorale; and to Arthur Aaron,
Orchestra Manager.

The Prelacy also acknowledges its gratitude to
Glazer and Kalayjian Design for the booklet cover
design, to Quality Engraving for the poster produc-
tion, to Florence Avakian for research and reporting,
and to Kathy Manuelian for overseeing the artwork
and design of the booklet.

THE ARCHBISHOP RECEIVES
THE AVAK SBARABED OF THE
KNIGHTS OF VARTAN

On Tuesday, October 23rd, 1984, His Eminence,
Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, received a visit from Mr.
Kachadoor Kazarian, Avak Sbarabed of the Knights
of Vartan who was accompanied by the Avak Tbrab-
ed, Mr. Jirair Avedisian. During part of the visit, the
Prelate of Lebanon, His Grace Bishop Aram
Keshishian , and the Prelate’s assistant Rev. Khoren
Habeshian were present. The visit which lasted more
than one hour was a most cordial one. The Archbishop
and the Avak Sbarabed discussed several issues con-
cerning the Armenian Community. At the end of the
visit, the Prelate offered them the first copy of the
commemorative medal of ‘Nuvarsag’ which has been
just released. The silver medallion is part of a series
of commemorative medallions which were struck in
connection with the 1500th anniversary of the signing
of the treaty of Nuvarsag. Also, the prelate offered
copies of the book ‘Armenia’ to his guests.

Avak Sbarabed Kachadoor N. Kazarian enjoys the Nuvarsag
medallion offered to him by Arch. Ashjian on his left, Bishop
Aram Keshishian.

Armenian Inspiration

The Prelacy Ladies’ Guild
Cordially invites you and your friends to its

CHRISTMAS BOUTIQUE

to be held at the Pashalian Hall,
St. Hluminator’s Cathedral, 221 E. 27th St. N.Y.C.

Friday, November 23rd, 1984
Saturday, November 24th, 1984
Sunday, November 25th, 1984

12:00 - 9:00 p.m.
12:00 - 9:00 p.m.
1:00 - 4:00 p.m.

=4 =d = =2 A = =i == = -4 =



ARMENIAN COLLECTION
OPENED AT THE INDIAN
ORCHARD LIBRARY

The St. Gregory Armenian Apostolic Church of In-
dian Orchard, Massachussets, has served its communi-
ty for over fifty years. This golden Jubilee was marked
with nostalgic celebrations and reminiscences on the
weekend of October 12-14, 1984,

His Eminence, Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, atten-
ded all the ceremonies. They were planned meticulous-
ly by the numerous committees that worked diligent-
ly and for several months to organize the different pro-
grams of the weekend.

According to the Springfield Free Republican
Reporter: ““The dedication of the Armenian collection
was planned in conjunction with the 50th anniversary
weekend celebration of St. Gregory’s Armenian
Church in Springfield.”

““In addition, the ceremony fell during the Arme-
nian’s month of Cultural celebration and specifically
on the second Saturday of October, which is the day
Armenians remember the founders of their alphabet.”

“The coincidences were very nice,”” said His
Eminence Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, who is Prelate
of the Armenian Apostolic Church of the Eastern
United States and Canada.

““Today is the day of the Holy Translators,”” he said
to the crowd of approximately 50 parishoners and
library personnel. ‘“These were special people who
discovered the alphabet, translated the Bible, and
started Armenian literature,’’ he said.

““Ashjian dedicated a plaque to go with the special
collection, which will be kept at the Library on Oak
Street.”’

The Archbishop and the librarian cutting the ribbons of the
new “‘Armenian Collection® at the Indian Orchard Public
Library.

The same night, a banquet was held at Springfield
Marriot Hotel to mark this anniversary. On behalf of
the Executive Council, Mr. Gary Sethian attended the
banquet along with Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian and
they both addressed the guests. Other speakers inclu-
ded Pastor Antranig Baljian, Chairman Carnig
Piligian, Mr. Papken Hachigian from the A.R.F.,
Miss Arpy Charkoudian on behalf of the A.R.S., and
Mr. Haig Sethian from the A.Y.F.

Miss Arax Charkoudian had done a marvelous job
with a slide projection depicting the fifty years of life
and dedication of those who through their services
made St. Gregory a vibrant home for the Armenian
community, an instrument to the Glory of God.

The Prelate, before his address to the Congregation,
made several presentations to the living charter
members of the Church, and to the most active com-
munity leaders. And posthumously, certificates of
merit were presented to those people who served the
Church and community with all their heart and
dedication.

On the following Sunday, Serpazan Hayr celebrated
the Divine Liturgy, preached, and after the religious
ceremonies, attended a family type banquet at the
Church Hall. During the banquet, the Board of
Trustees offered Serpazan Hayr a beautiful and uni-
que piece: a clock in the shape of St. Gregory Church,
being the handwork of Mr. Harry Sethian. It was a
well planned and well executed anniversary program.
We commend the dedication of all who brought forth
their participation to make this anniversary of St.
Gregory Church a most memorable one.
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THE ARMENIAN OUTREACH RADIO HOUR

On Tuesday Mornings
8:00 a.m. to 8:30 a.m.

Directed by: Vartkes Baboghlian
‘Sponsored by the Prelacy of the
Armenian Apostolic Chiirch of America

ARMENIAN INSCRIBED RUGS:
EXHIBIT IN FORT WORTH, TEXAS

TN

! - - - : -
A group of guests photographed in front of the, now famous
‘Gohar Carpet’. This carpet was the jewel of the exhibit and
has an inscription which reads: ““I Gohar, full of sin and
weak of soul, with my newly learned hands wove (this rug).
Whosoever reads (this) say a word of mercy (to God) for
me. In the year 1149 (1700 A.D.)’’

In the picture from left to right: Professor H. Kayayan; Dr.
Edmund P. Pillsbury, Director of the Kimbell Art Museum;
Mr. John Santos, producer of CBC; Miss Emily J. Sano,
curator; Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian; Mrs. loretta Gulaian
Boxdorfer; Miss Pamela Ilott, Vice President of cultural and
religious programs of C.B.S.; Mr. Jimmy Keshishian,
treasurer of the Armenian Rug Society; Murray L. Eiland,
author of the ‘Weavers, Merchants and Kings’ catalogue.

The first weekend of October was a glamourous day
for the Armenian Inscribed Rugs. Centuries ago,
young Armenian girls made rugs in their native villages
and towns in historic Armenia, but none of them
thought that one day, the rugs they made for their
household, Church, or as part of their dowry, would
receive international attention. These rugs trvelled cen-
turies and thousands of miles. They were exhibited at
the Kimbell Art Museum in Forth Worth, Texas. This
fact only made that unique exhibit a touching and sen-
timental gathering for all those who were gathered in
Fort Worth to celebrate the opening of ‘“Weavers,
Merchants and Kings, Inscribed Rugs of Armenia’’.

We congratulate the curator, Miss Emily J. Sano,
the Armenian Rug Society, and all those who made
this exhibit possible.

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian presents a gift to Mrs. Loretta
Boxdorfer

On October 6, 1984 after a reception at the Kimbell
Art Museum attended by over 1200 guests, a group
of guests were invited by the Museum for a dinner at
the local Mexican Restaurant. During the dinner Arch-
bishop Mesrob Ashjian made a few comments and as
a token of his appreciation, he presented the book:
‘ERMAKOYV, Armenia 1910’ to Ms. Loretta Box-
dorfer, the infatiguable secretary of the Armenian Rug
Society. He also presented the book ‘Armenia, past
and Present’ to Miss Emily J. Sano, the curator.

On this occasion, the Archbishop also visited the
Armenian community of Houston, Dallas, and Fort
Worth.

BANQUET HONORING
CAMILLE CHAMOUN
FORMER PRESIDENT OF LEBANON

His Eminence, Camille Chamoun, the former Presi-
dent of the Republic of Lebanon, and currently
Minister in the Cabinet of Mr. Rashid Karame, paid
a short visit to the Canadian Lebanese communities
at the end of September and the early part of October,
1984.

On Sunday, September 30th the communities of the
Lebanese-Canadians had organized a banquet honor-
ing Mr. Chamoun. Scores of Armenians attended this
banquet headed by the Prelate, Archbishop Mesrob
Ashjian, who made this trip particularly to meet with
the prominent leader and stress, once again, the ties
which unite the Armenians of Lebanese origin to their
country. The Prelate spoke during the banquet and ex-
pressed the feelings of his community in the French
language, and once again reiterated what Lebanon
means to those who opened their eyes under its blue
skies in the intimacy of the eternal Cedars.

Mr. Chamoun visited the Sourp Hagop Communi-
ty Center on Wednesday of October third, 1984.
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DO YOUR CHRISTMAS SHOPPING
AT THE PRELACY BOOKFAIR

LOCATION:

69-23 47th Avenue, Woodside, N.Y.

SPONSORED BY:

Friday, December 7, 1984
Saturday, December 8, 1984
Sunday, December 9, 1984

THE PRELACY BOOKSTORE

8 pm - 10 pm
10 am - 10 pm
1 pm-6 pm

THE ARMENIAN CENTER §
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Arinenian
Christmas
Cards

Seven Different Designs
All a Part of Our Heritage

Published by the Prelacy of the Armenian
Apostolic Church of America, lhese cards (five of
which are shown here) are printed In beautiful
four-color lithography. All have been reproduced
from an A i i ip!
painstakingly created by 1he 14th Century Cilician
priest, Sarkis Beedsag. They are all from the Karl
P. Sogoian Collection No. 1.

Ugg- Bowfboppupwhp fuqdh Spuspupal
byud BY Suglwlw’s dbnugpp Pwnbulikph
Ubpybiyniwd boflp muppbp nbundp puppbp’
Curgbpkl, whgybpbl, ke Swpbpti-wigbpty
Suqfubpibpny: Vwhpwilupibpp ofbp-
grewd Y Ywpgpu Upbugf 1350f- Upup ££9
Sunlyudy dbrsgpp Urbimwpuiby:

Yy

Qtip CenphunnpmpGiipp Pnjuwbgkgtp 2bkp Lwpuquanipmi W

PumptuiGtpmG Vwpghu Mhdwhh SmGuanp TwlpulupGiqmy

PRICE SCHEDULE AND ORDER FORM

TEOLOSEHS \oouunnnnerrannnsarsassinnminoacrans.s.55.00€a.
11-208€lS .in.aw. amsanncnataaibiiionioainnranrns -.$4.50 ea.
21-35 Sets ...5425¢ea.

.$3.75 per set
Over505ets iv.ouvunss .$3.25 per set
Over100Sets . ..o.iursussasssssaancrrossamssnsnn $3.00 per set

Each set inchudes seven assorled cards with mafching envelopes

Postage: § .75
Postage: $2.00
Postage: $3.25
Postage: $4.25
Postage: $4.50
Postage: $5.00

Please send me set(s) of Chri: Cards.
Enclosed please find my check for §

Name
Address
City, State, Zip

Make checks payable to Armewinn Apesiolic Church of America

Armenisn Apestalic Chrch of Americs, 108 Est 20th Strevt, New Yok, New York 10018
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Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America
138 East 39th Street
New York, N.Y. 10016
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TROY COMMUNITY WELCOMES PRELATE

On Sunday, September 16, 1984, the community of Holy Cross Armenian
Church of Troy, New York joyously welcomed our beloved Prelate, His Eminence
Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian in the celebration of the Divine Liturgy, on the occa-
sion of the fifth and last major feast day of the year: ‘“The Exaltation of the Holy
Cross.”

Unlike most Sundays, this Sunday was a special one for the Troy community
because our Prelate ordained five young men: Aram Topian, Haroutioun (Harry)
Kabalian, and Vatche Khachadourian received the first four minor orders of the
Armenian Apostolic Church and were ordained acolytes; and Shahe Kotchounian
and Sarkis Minassian became stole-bearers.

‘Also during the Divine Liturgy, Surpazan consecrated a painting of the Cruci-
fixion of Christ, donated by Mrs. Armig Barkamian Nercessian; and a beautiful
altar cross, donated by Mrs. Ankine Patikian in memory of her late husband, Mr.
Garabed Patikian.

A view of the ordination ceremony

Church services were followed by a delicious and well-attended dinner, in honor
of Archbishop Ashjian.

During the program, Surpazan made a special presentation of a bronze-plated
medallion to Deacon Antranig Malkonian for recognition of over sixty years of
devoted service to the Armenian Church and Nation. Also, Mrs. Syran Lighter,
on behalf of the community and Ladies Guild, presented Der Hayr with a beautiful
set of vestments, in recognition of his devoted service to the Troy Community.

We wholeheartedly thank our beloved Prelate, Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian for
blessing the community with His spiritually uplifting visitation, and look forward
to the day he will once again be with us.

The Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America Presents:

PAREGENTAN IV (MARDI GRAS)
Weekend of February 15 - 17, 1985

WATERTOWN, MASS.
Armenian Cultural and Educational Center

TREAT YOURSELF TO A PLEASANT WEEKEND
JOIN FELLOW ARMENIANS IN CELEBRATING THE
TRADITIONAL ARMENIAN PAREGENTAN

AN APPEAL TO
OUTREACH READERS

Once a year we appeal to our readers for a donation to help defray the
expenses of publishing OUTREACH.

As you know, there is no subscription fee for OUTREACH. It is sent without
charge to thousands of homes. This issue, for example , is being mailed
to some 10,000 homes

The costs of preparing a publication continues to rise, and yet it cannot be
considered to be a luxury, it is a necessity. It is only through the printed
word that we can keep in touch with each other.

Please, take the time now, and send your tax-deductible donation, if you
havn’t done so already. Thank you.

Enclosed is my check/money order $

Name
Address
City, State, Zip

Send your donation to:
“OUTREACH”
Armenian Apostolic Church of America
138 East 39th Street
New York, New York 10016



