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FROM THE DESERT OF DER ZOR TO THE BRILLANT SUN OF WASHINGT ON, D.C.

THOUSANDS OF ARMENIANS SET THEIR CLOCKS FOR WASHINGTON
TO WITNESS THEIR COMMITMENT TO ARMENIA

THE “FORGOTTEN’’ SURVIVORS WERE THE ACTUAL HEROES AT ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY EVENT

““They that sow in tears, shall reap in joy’’ (Psalms 126:5)

PRAYER AT THE SENATE

(Monday, April 15, 1985)

The Senate met at 12 noon, on the expiration of the recess, and was called
to order by the President pro tempore [Mr. THURMOND].

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Our prayer today will be offered by Arch-
bishop Mesrob Ashjian, prelate of the Armenian Apostolic Church of
America, New York, NY. The Archbishop is sponsored by Senator ALaN
CRANSTON.

PRAYER

The Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, prelate of the Armenian Apostolic
Church of America, New York, NY, offered the following prayer:

In the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Almighty God, eternal Guide of all people, direct us along the path of
justice and honor in our daily conduct. Give of Thy blessings to this glorious
Nation so that it may continue to shine as a welcoming beacon of liberty
amidst the dark clouds of tyranny and opression. Reveal always thy infinite
spirit to the Members of this august body, that they may be inspired toward
a greatness of purpose, that they may be ennobled in the urgent quest for
justice, freedom, and peace for all of mankind.

We thank Thee in the name of the Armenian people for Thy eternal wisdom
and divine mercy in providing them a safe refuge in these United States from
the ravaging inhumanity of their enemies. We offer to Thee our sacrifices
upon the altar of freedom in an act of redemption for all of mankind. In
turn, Heavenly Father, we ask that Thy other children always be spared from
the stifling yoke of tyranny and persecution.

Give, we beseech Thee, but a particle of Thy celestial wisdom to all men
and nations that they may learn to walk together with joy and happiness
on the path of righteousness, truth, and freedom. Amen.
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PRAYER AT THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES

(Wednesday, April 24, 1985)

The House met at 12 noon.
Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, prelate of the Armenian Apostolic Church of
America, New York, NY. The Archbishop was sponsored by The Hon.
CHARLES “‘CHIP” PASHAYAN.

PRAYER

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Almighty God, giver of all that we possess, we especially thank Thee for
Thy most precious gift, the spirit of liberty. We ask that Thy every blessing
be showered upon this Nation where that freedom and human justice pro-
ceed triumphant. Reveal always Thy infinite and Holy Spirit to the Members
of this House that they may be inspired to achieve for all mankind the goals
of our Founding Fathers, life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

In particular, we beseech Thee, to be mindful of the Armenian people who
this year commemorate the 70th anniversary of the martyrdom of 1% million
Armenians. Mindful of the teaching of Thy Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ,
we ask not for retribution or revenge but for repentance and redemption.
We pray, Almighty God, that never again on this Earth will the horror of
genocide afflict any of Thy children.

Grant to all the nations of mankind, the compassion and love which Thy
Son offered to us with His sacrifice, that we may all live freely with joy and
happiness amidst all of the glories of Thy creation. Amen.
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REMEMBRANCE AND HOPE
THE FIVE DAYS OF APRIL 1985

The 70th Anniversary of Armenian
Martyrs’ Day is now history. This issue
of OUTREACH is devoted to the
events which took place in Washington,
D.C., for five days beginning April 24
and ending April 28. |

Without exaggeration we can
sincerely state that the National Gather-
ing of Survivors (which took on an in-
ternational character because of the
participation of survivors from France
and Australia) was the most significant
and far-sighted commemoration ever to
take place in North America.

It was the first time that a significant
number of Survivors gathered together
to remember and bear witness to the
tragic events of 1915, Their presence in
Washington will be difficult to forget.
They came from everywhere. Many of
them too ill to travel, but nevertheless
they came because they felt it was their
duty to do so. Eight hundred survivors
were amongst the thousands who
gathered in Washington. The survivors
all proudly wore the large medallion
presented to them upon their arrival,
giving them all a distinguishable and
special appearance. The bronze
medallions on brightly colored ribbons
remained around their necks every day
gently touching their hearts with each
movement.

While we ‘‘youngsters’ found the
time to complain about minor
inconveniences, they, in marked con-
trast, had nothing but praise upon their
lips. ¢‘More than anything that has hap-
pened in the last seventy years,’’ many
of them said to us, ‘‘these five days have
shown us that the Armenian nation is
vibrant and thriving. We are happy. We
are reassured.”

There is so much that will be
remembered about those five days: The
dynamic Governor George Deukmejian
ending his brilliant and courageous
speech with the poignant words of
William Saroyan. A soft-spoken
Charles Aznavour reciting his haunting-
ly poetic ““They Fell.”” The beautiful
historic Armenian flags, lovingly made
by Armenian hands, flying high. The
lectures, the seminars, the films, the ex-
tensive exhibits, the brilliant banquet,
the colorful cultural night, all will be
remembegred. ]

But,- for us there are two images
which transcend remembrance. First the
Survivors in the massive and beautiful
DAR Constitution Hall, standing
straight and tall at the conclusion of the
program as the audience of 4,000 ap-
plauded their presence and joined them
in the singing of ‘‘God Bless America.”

Second, the ecumenical service in
Arlington National Cemetery, under

(Cont. column 3)

OUTREACH

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian
Prelate

OUTREACH (USPS 426-490) is published
monthly by the Prelacy of the Armenian
Apostolic Church of America, 138 East
39th Street, New York, New York 10016,
(212) 689-7810. Unsolicited manuscript will
be considered for publication; please include
a stamped, self-addressed return envelope.
We reserve the right to edit articles in order
to conform to space limitations. Signed ar-
ticles do not necessarily reflect the policy of
the Armenian Apostolic Church of America.
Send all correspondence to the above address
to the attention of the Editor. Printed in the
United States of America, Second class
postage paid at New York, N.Y. 10016.
Postmaster: Send address changes to
Outreach, 138 E. 39th St. New York, N.Y.
10016

0.U.0.8.8. 4U0.2%%Y U. 4U.ANOLPUNUP
GArPLEL v 70-U.UGL.UR UNlvRBul

4U02%;v ouru8 srunrUh RMHPUSNUR, NALNPUNREGULURLY UU-
SNhoN8 bh WUUORY UB2%PU BALPUUAMNULAGS Gh WU.ENOPUNU
UBUBVL8% L0818, TU.8MU.+N8Y NS PU.ME LUUVL2FU LU Y VU~
Usou.r u.enens U.8ru.rustlv UAULALELULLY UU3M Bub1t53hN8
urensg wu.enabut E2UPLOUP

«Nyf qupthl wpwnwunof, ghdnipbwdp hGdbugbly (Uwnd- 126:5)

Ehbnkght ne dngndnepnpp Swilugb, quwhgbwud by dbpumpl whdnnwg
wwphubph pbffwgpnd:
Ujuop wpnp 2wjwumwlincd [ uififienpnody Qwdwpbu $huy Jh Suy
Uyuop Sfbp uguuenp dnignipyp quowlbbpp , popnpp wipnnfp , uppo spaf
Ypuby bpuqubipht’ Swy wggp Swduyh Fblpmbgniwd ne Suygng Eplpipp
uufl.tnrlzmyul& llibllilblnL:
Quiyb’p prgnp Snphqniikppy s wyuop Yuppyp 24-frls, sy apunnd s wyu
b Upuapuusn:
khbybghbhppl ne Sngbinp quapl, np u"l['['l[’ 24-pu, Swlwgnguypl
Ifbp epfiumnibwlwh fufig8p Flpuwgpned b Jhg Fuwnfdly np jubiguepn
[rocfdbwl Jupwgnpp Qwilugl wyfuopSp i 4blnin1_[1 AL wgian
ﬁmn.uul_mlpﬁ ﬁzlful[unnl_plnjla ke <<Ful11&luuiuul llnlllfa wpll_wpﬂLpbulil)):
U“l'l' ff vguenp, n's Snepp, n’Z Sneppy ke n'z by dwdwinulyp Ouelrsi—
[uuu[uuilul& ku Juulpnl_pbuuf[x» (u~ 1]n[171F~ J‘b‘o 55)' ‘ﬂ[ﬂl ilﬂl1 0[1411111_—

Y1I%Ev U.

24 Uwphy, 1985 LU.ANPLNU BUBVU8Y 4U.8N8

—_

UBPUAPNLYE AR MRS
YU PR ...
GuNvu8 Brualt Uururvldovblnh LBUGE

huy vbGf np wquinbgulbf, UbGf, whnbg plGybplbpp np Ywwyphbf
wlnlgdt bwnf, wlhnwpwynju Ywyphlf' wdkli pwlk wnwy qubnbf
fphbne hwdwp, whnbg dnmwénidG nr hnghb hipybint hwdwp Ynpniunk,
wlnlg fwnwménidG n. hnghG wypbglng Thwl hngp' hwy, wqgniphilip
thpybyny, wypbglbyne hwdwp .- :

YwuyphGf, (bwnn), qubhif dbéglbnt hwlwp, wlnlg hnép hpw-
gnpdbint, whnlg bpuqp dwpdGugbbine hwdwp, hwj wqgnuppulip wquun
nL whiljwjo hbwbfny qupquglbint b1 Yhéghbn. by hbwnbrwpwp hp fhon-
phunlpp Ubdglbint hunfwp® hpbl hwdwp qgnhniwd pp wnwgbnpybbpp - - -

Ywuyphlf, Gubt quinGf uppmgpbnt br junupbjwgnpdbint hwfwp:
Unuwbg nn)qG vbéwbnnipbub, fhpn dbéwpbiny qulnGf ni nypuny
wlnlg Ypwj, YbwGfh m wunwuywlifh fbé guutl oguniws’ SbGf
Y'wyphGf dbp hpl nv Gop, plulwb nv pnbp fwubhniwdp wihbnwgus
dwnwinp bypwyplbpne wppwGbpp munpbny by pbphGhpp pugbbnt
hwdwp, wlnlg YhnftG ni hnghkl ulwé vw gulgun, vw' nlwp ubpniln-
Gbpp shwwl ni wuywhny fwdpwlbpnt fky wnwylnpybint hudwp .- -

UbGf Y'wmyphGf ny pt Juybibnt hwdwp wyjunthbunby, n's: TwqupnuhG
wtu' np gbpbqiwlkl gupawr, dbGf dwhwn smbGhGf wjibiu, puwyg
'lmqmpnubﬁ Gfwl SBGE Yp dwnwmbGf ShnbjGbpny Julpm.phulﬁ huntunnfp
GbpyGsbint mlnGg np bljwmé b6 nu yhnh qub dbbk bnfp - -:

duyhwn $'niGhGf, pwyg fpunhGf, pwjg wpphil niGhGf gbn br whwnh
wylvunhbf, whwnp wylounhGf:

U0 v PLLLGULY
(9 %njhu, 30 Ubuyuwn: 1919)

—J

VU.U'Gu
U.L0.v2h OUUL. v

«O0udwl, Puwmbsh Oufwb, nipbyG
nnytu wuwqul] np Gwdphl fwbqbb-
ghp, tp GwdpkG fnbG E, hw®: Pn
Frwjmbsh 4bnflG, wsfG, np uwpp
wnbum, by wwpp €066 &, hw®: fm
hupuf ynils6 np wyppuljhb nhuyum,
kg wphipl £066 E, hw” - .. Upwpni-
Gwp .- U‘uul'l.llpl:ﬁ tiup 2’n1(ih9uu, pt
fbq wpnpkp, wpnpkp o npnpkp, oo

gt hwabulughp, pt Swpaphyh
uvwpbpnud o1 ng Uwuling vwpbpoud

Upwpnifwp hwpwdwlniG wypphip
shmy: Qhwmy o slwy: Unphiph wlnGp
Ubhpt kp nu Ubbhpk 4p SGwy’
Ubhptwnphip: Nundmphib Yumy,
U.pmphs fuy ot hGng bhwé qpnjg-
Unhiéd UhbpG tpwby, hbhg by
wnppuhh ppwd byl b hwlnhyl)
wnhiohl ot finhb) qunpidl n, Yudof
Upwpsh, wbnb ni wbnl wnphip b
plvbp: By Upwppsh pGfGE L YGfhy'
Ubhptwnphip: UpuphsG & 8Gby oo
Upuphysl k YGfby: Oudwb, Pwwmbsh
Oudwl, bu ty ybnlbd, nn k) Sbnbbu,
wnppiph wlniGp Ubhpk tp ne Ubkhpt
Ep Yufbiwy:

Uwidppt Uippuy
«U‘uuf[x['t a[’-@“'/» Wuulurnl_w&,gl;il)

REMEMBRANCE AND HOPE
(Cont. from column 1)

flawless blue skies, especially the final
wreath laying service at the Tomb of the
Unknowns, where a deep silence was
broken by the sound of Taps and tears.

The 70th is history. The Gathering is
over. But it is not the end. It is just a
new beginning. . .

. . .There were so many worthwhile,
imaginative programs and commemora-
tions throughout the country we truly
believe that the 70th has brought us a
new beginning.

The Times Square rally organized by
the Knights of Vartan, the week-long
programs organized by the Diocese in
New York, and the Ilectures and
seminars presented by various univer-
sities and organizations, all seemed to
come together providing a public rela-
tions bonanza for the Armenians.

Although it is obvious that we can-
not keep that pace up, it is important
for all of us to continue planning events
throughout the year, and not just as
April 24th approaches. As the years go
by it is going to be imperative for us as a
community to continue our activities
both for internal and external consump-
tion on a continuing basis and not in
that familiar frantic pace with the ar-
rival of each April.

. . .Finally we end with a note of deep
gratitude. There have been so many in-
dividuals and organizations throughout
the United States and Canada who
helped to organize and plan the 70th
Commemorative events in Washington.
It all began more than a year ago, and
during that time the number of
volunteer hours devoted to this project
is in the thousands. It was only through
the generosity and tireless efforts of the
hundreds of professionals who came
forth and volunteered their services that
we were able to execute this Gathering
of Survivors with a limited budget. Not
only the national committees in
Washington and New York, but the
many local committees who raised
funds and made arrangements for wide
participation. A simple ‘‘thank you”
seems deficient in comparison to the
results. However, we can all rejoice in
the knowledge that the result is living
testimony to what can be accomplished
by working together. [l
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ARLINGTON SPEECH OF
ARCHBISHOP MESROB ASHJIAN

My dear brothers in Christ, representatives of the Church United, we are here
in these surroundings to honor the courage of those who resisted the forces of
tyranny, and defended the ideals of democracy.

From your birthplaces in Bitlis and Van, Kharpert and Sepastia, Dikranagerd
and Guiliguia, Erzeroum and Trebizond, to the inferno of Deir Zor and now to
the promise of renewal in Washington is an incredible journey, a journey between
worlds. Between persecution and freedom, slavery and liberty, death and life.

You are living examples of the Biblical passage: ‘‘I have set before you life and
death. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live.”’ (Deut. 30:19)
You chose life so that we, your children, might live! I salute you.

My dear fellow participants:

The facade of the National Archives building in this great city bears the inscrip-
tion, ‘“The past is prologue.’”” We are here today, in Arlington National Cemetery,
remembering the past, and honoring the American sevicemen who served their
country and sacrificed their lives during World War I, still known to many as ““The
Great War.”

We are remembering the past not just for the sake of remembering. We do so
because while the past is prologue, it need not be destiny. We believe that an ac-
curate memory is the best means of preventing the repetmon of the horrors of
history.

This sacred place is a symbol of the deep commitment of the United State to
individual freedom and to the dignity of Man. This is the final resting place of
the young men and women who made the ultimate sacrifice in order to insure the
continuation of the values that have symbolized the United States values which
still guide her today.

It has been said that only a great nation can respect and honor its dead. If that
is so, these hallowed grounds, so meticulously maintained and guarded, are a
testimony to the greatness of this country ... a country which has opened its doors
and its heart to the poor and the oppressed, the down-trodden and dispossessed
peoples of the world.

On my first visit to Washington many years ago as a young seminary student,
I was awed by one of the most impressive monuments in this city of monuments:
the Thomas Jefferson Memorial, dedicated to the third president of the United
States. Jefferson’s eloquent words, which helped shape this country, are inscrib-
ed on the walls of the monument. An unwavering champion of equal rights for
all, special privileges for none. Thomas Jefferson wrote, ‘I have sworn on the
Altar of God, eternal hostility against every form of tyranny over the mind of
man.”’ As one of the most influential voices in history for human rights, his logacy
remains an important part of American doctrine. His vast writings continue to
enlighten the world, and the United States continues to be looked upon as the leader
in the struggle for freedom. These seeds of freedom, planted more than two hun-
dred years ago by our Founding Fathers, have rooted themselves firmly in the soil
and the soul of our country.

Perhaps no one knows this better than the Armenian-Americans who have
gathered here today to pay homage to the noble ideals that have been successfully
transformed into action. It is the gift of America to include the excluded, to give
home to the homeless, and refuge to the presecuted.

In the words of the Armenian poet, Vahan Tekeyan, himself a survivor of the
Turkish Genocide of the Armenians:

“We who survived, we who lived on after our companions, assuredly have
been spared to honor them, that neither their thoughts, nor their spirit, nor
the people who gave them life nor the land that nourished them might perish
and be lost forever. We who survived, live on to magnify their spirit, to give
life to their sacred dreams. We who survived, bear not joy in our hearts, but
scars of toil and sacrifice. And so we shall, we must, continue to labor for
the sake of those who perished, for the realization of their dreams.”’

These days, we recall the great role the United States played in aiding the sur-
vivors, first through relief aid and then with the act of welcoming thousands and
thousands of refugees.

Four American presidents, Wilson, Harding, Coolidge, and Hoover, took direct
action to aid the Armenians. Overseas, the entire diplomatic corps, especially in
the Near East, ambassadors, ministers, consuls, shared in the responsibility of ad-
ministering relief. Foremost amog them was the United States Ambassador to the
Ottoman Empire, Henry Morgenthau, Sr. And following the Armistice, the Depart-
ments of State, Navy, and War rendered valuable assistance. It was one of

. America’s finest hours, when commitment became action. Without this action,

the number of Armenian survivors would have been reduced ten-fold.

I would like to introduce two representatives of the Survivors here today. First,
Mr. Krikor Derderian, who at age 110 is the oldest Survivor in attendance. Born
in Kharpert, Mr. Derderian eventually settled in the United States where he began
a new life. He came to Washington this morning in his son’s private plane.

I would also like to introduce Mrs. Agulina Tatoulian, 84 years old. She travelled
from Pasadena, California, to be with us. To this day, she carries a bullet in her
chest, lodged as a permanent reminder of her heroic deeds in the resistance of
Hadjin.

Just as America has been good to the Armenians, let it be said that the Arme-
nians have been good to America, for they came and built new lives, raised families,
and all became productive and participating citizens of the United States. They
struggled through the Great Depression, never losing hope; they served their country
in every capacity through World War II, in Korea, and in Vietnam. Today
Armenian-Americans serve in national, state, and local governments, and con-
tribute substantially to the growth and prosperity of their country through business,
the professions, and the arts.

In World War I, when there was just a very small Armenian community in
America, Private First Class Vartan Aghababian from Springfield, Ohio, became
the first American of Armenian ancestry to receive one of the highest military
awards of our nation; the Distinguished Service Cross. Born in Van, Vartan
Aghababian came to America while still a young man. At the beginning of the
war, he enlisted and served in the Meuse-Argonne offensive in 1918. Serving as
a medical corpsman, he bravely went out to seek the wounded and to bring them
back to safety. Repeatedly he climbed to the top of a hill and carried back wound-
ed fellow Americans under intense machine gun fire. He was wounded fourteen
times on the field of battle.

In World War II, 18,500 young Armenian-American men and women served
in the Armed forces, out of a total population of 220,000. They served their coun-
try in the name of freedom, and many of them were called upon to make the
supreme sacrifice. I salute all of these heroes, symbolized by one of our nation’s

(Cont. page 10)
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It is a great personal honor for me to participate in this special evening of remem-
brance and thanksgiving. I would like to express my deep gratitude to His Eminence
Archbishop Ashjian and the National Commemorative Committee for your per-
sonal commitment and leadership. I would also like to thank each one of you for
being here to share in this tribute.

As Governor of California, I issued a proclamation declaring Wednesday, April
24th as a Day of Remembrance in our State to honor all victims of genocide,
especially 1.5 million Armenian men, women and children who were driven from
their homes and massacred in the first genocide of this century . I also ordered
that all flags over state buildings be flown at half-mast. Both of these actions were
taken with the full support of our state legislature, in tribute to the innocent vic-
tims who lost their lives. I am deeply disappointed that our government in
Washington would not pay the same tribute.

It is very disturbing that our humane and free nation will not stand up for truth
and justice. The Armenian genocide is an indisputable historical fact. There is
nothing ambiguous about it.

We recognize that Turkey is a military ally of the United States. But a mature
society should be able to admit its past mistakes. America has admitted that she
was grievously wrong to have once supported a system of racial slavery. West Ger-
many has expressed great remorse for its past support of Adolph Hitler and the
Nazi system that perpetrated the killing of six million Jews.

It’s time that Turkey admit its role in the Armenian genocide. And it’s time
that the Administration and the congress stop buckling under to Turkish pressure
to deny this simple historical truth.

I think you are aware of my many years of friendship with President Reagan.
I have great respect for him and I have enthusiastically supported most of his
policies. I know him to be a man of compassion and sensitivity.

Last week, I wrote to the President, and would like to share some of my letter
with you tonight:

“Mr. President, Armenian-Americans have appreciated your expressions of
understanding and concern about the fate of our families and ancestors. That is
why we are disappointed and disburbed by your recent response to a question posed
by Turkish newspaper Hurriyet and by your Administration’s continued opposi-
tion to. Congressional efforts to recognize April 24th as a National Day of
Remembrance.”

The suggestion that a National Day of Remembrance for genocide victims would,
in any way, encourage or reward terrorist attacks is unjustified. Armenians are
peaceful, law-abiding people who totally reject and deplore the violent acts of a
handful of terrorists. Honoring the memory of genocide victims would not be a
victory for violence. It would be a simple, eloquent statement against violence.

The President telephoned me on Thursday evening. He said that he wanted me
to know that his long feelings regarding the events that occurred in 1915 had not
changed, but that his advisors were concerned about the impact that the Proclama-
tion would have on our relations with Turkey. He told me that he has asked his
people to look into this situation to detemine what he may be able to do.

Mr. President, I pray that you will consider your current position and take ac-
tion to affirm the historical truth, as you have stated it in the past, by issuing a
public statement and by instructing the State Department and the Department of
Defense to support the pending congressional resolutions.”’

Thus far, our prayers have not been answered. but may I suggest that we do
not give up hope, that we keep on praying that the President and congress will join
us in this recognition. I assure you that I will not stop praying and I will not stop
speaking out, until they do.

Some may ask us, why should we be so concerned about a tragedy which occur-
red 70 years ago? The answer lies in the events that have happened since 1915 and
occur up to the present day. i

A new generation — a new genocide. That has been the tragic hostory of this
century. Perhaps if the world had not largely ignored this century’s first genocide
in Armenia — if it had not allowed those crimes to go unanswered — then just
maybe some of these later tragedies might have been prevented.

We’ll never know for sure whether the course of history would have been chang-
ed. But one thing we do know for sure — if the civilized world continues to be
silent, this cycle of horrors will go on repeating itself over and over again.

So yes, we must remember not only to honor our loved ones who died, but also
to heed the lessons of that sorrow so that we can build a safer and more humane
future for all the world’s children.

There’s something else I believe we should do. This is an occasion for solemn
remembrance, but let it also be a day of joyous celebration. Tonight, we gather
together as free people. We speak our minds, we worship our God and we can
even criticize our government right here in the seat of its power.

As Armenians, we have survived because our parents and ancestors gave us the
strength and the faith to survive, but we have triumphed because of this great,
beautiful and free land called America.

Thank God, we live in the freest, most prosperous and most tolerant nation
on earth — a land where people of incredible diversity can live peacefully, side
by side.

Each of us tonight is living proof of the fullness of the American dream. Where
else but in America could the son of Armenian immigrants grow up and become
Governor of the most populous state in the greatest country on earth?

So may I suggest that as we honor our families and loved ones who died, as
we continue to speak out about this and all other violations of basic human rights,
that we also give thanks for the countless blessings of our new homeland.

VIDEO BY: ARBY OHANNESSIAN

A 33 minute, black and white video entitled ‘LEBBAEUS WHOSE SUR-
NAME WAS THADDEUS, will be available for sale at the bookstore outlet.
This film by Arby Ohannessian depicts the St. Thaddeus Monastery
Pilgrimage in Northern Iran. It is available on VHS and BetaMax. They are
available immediately in limited quantity at-the cost of $75.00.
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MEMORIES FROM THE 70TH ANNIVEF

One of the moving moments at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier when General Pershings
own troops performed the changing of the color guard.

y ._ poL

Speaker of the House, Tip O’Neill presents Archbishop Ashjian with a certificate after the Washington Hilton . Poetry recitation during the Literature Forum held for the 70th
Archbishop opened the House of Representatives April 24, 1985 with a prayer Anniversary of the Armenian genocide of 1915. The capacity audience listened to English
commemorating the Armenian martyrs. and Armenian presentations by Paolucci, Oshagan and in this picture Antannosian.

Washington Hilton Hotel, Saturday, April 27, 1985. Some of the
brisk business taking place at the book and gift display during the
Gathering of the Survivors in Washington, D.C. Many new titles
as well as sculptures and memorabilia were sold by volunteers.

DAR Constitution Hall, April 26th. A capacity crowd of over 3,500 - - .

people reveled in the performance of the Hamazkain Ani Folk s " A -
Ensemble from Los Angeles as they filled the stage with graceful -
sweeping color of traditional Armenian dances.

The Exhibit of the works of Anselmo, The Hamazkain Chorale of Toronto.
the Italian artist of int’l reputation Four soloists received standing ovations.



SARY WEEKEND IN

Mr. Vahram Derparsagian, a warrior
from Sardarabad mixed the soil to place
N P at the foot of the first Eastern Dogwood e (e 5 )
Mr. Mihran Guzelian, an Armenian Legionnaire from the battle tree planted at the Argonne Cross in Mr. Nerses Chitjian mixing soil of Gharakilisse with the third

of Arara, mixing soil of Bash Abaran with the second Eastern memory of those who fell in the battles Eastern Dogwood tree planted in memory of the Armenian
Dogwood tree planted at Arlington National Cemetery around the world and in memory of our martyrs of 1915

April 28, 1985 1,500,000 martyrs of 1915

Mr. Harry Kizirian of Rhode Island, one of the most Bishop Yeprem Tabakian, Prelate of the Western Arme— With Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian and Bish_op Yeprem

decorated heroes of World War II, and Post Master nian Prelacy, placed a wreath at the Argonne Cross in Tabakian looking on, Lieutenant John Kasparian
General of Rhode Island, is here placing a wreath at the memory of those who fell during World War II in the delivers the tri-colored wreath on behalf of the French
Tomb of General of theArmies, General John J. Pershing. Argonne Forest. delegation.

o cative Commitses
~ Ba

_& s - AL
b O I\, g Y
_ 45 - D) ;,._Z‘_": :
The Armenian survivors were the r eal heroes of the Presentation of the colors and singing of the National Dr. Hratch Abrahamian, Chairman of the National
Washington, D.C. gathering. Here they are together at Anthem at Arlington Cemetary, Virginia, April 28, 1985 Commemorative Commilttee, addresses some 2500 par-
the Ecumenical service being held at Arlington National ’ ’ ticipants at the Commemorative Banquet held in the Con-
Cemetery Sunday, April 28. vention Center in Washington, D.C.
. ] ’ rw ! a l - ' ' t 5\ 3
[ i h ' \ | ' |
2 _:J i -
N T p P

White House Vigil — After the banquet many Arme- Archbishop Mesrob Ashjtan Prelate of the Eastern Prelacy Archbzshop Mesrob Ashjian is flanked on

nians, young and old attended the vigil at the White Dplaces a wreath on the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier while his left by Governor George Deukmejian
House in order to let President Reagan know tha the Bishop Tabakian and Mr. Osken Harputian look on. Hidden of California, and on his right, singer
Armenian Survivors are still alive and the Armenians behind Bishop Tabakian is Ambassador Abdallah Bouhabib of Charles Aznavour of France. Here they
still seeking their cause. This young man remained at Lebanon. are at the head table before the banquet
the Vigil late into the night. begins.
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John Paul IT at the general audience, on April 24, 1985.

Today the brothers and sisters of the beloved Armenian nation scattered
throughout the whole world, recall the sorrowful events which took place about
seventy years ago in the Ottoman Empire.

The faithful of the Armenian Christian Churches join in prayer for the repose
of the souls of the victims of those tragic events and to ensure that such sad episodes
should not be repeated.

I invite all of you to join in this fervent invocation, in communion of faith,
charity and hope with the brothers and sisters of that ancient and proud people.

May the sad memories which today’s commemoration recalls to our minds,
reawaken in the conscience of all the duty of prayer and commitment for a peaceful
life together, which will be achieved by renouncing all violence and by recogniz-
ing one another as sons of the one God and brothers of one human family.
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ARLINGTON SPEECH OF ARCHBISHOP MESROB ASHJIAN
(Cont. from page 4)

most decorated World War II servicemen: Marine Corporal Harry Kizirian, who
served in Okinawa and was decorated with the Navy Cross, the Bronze Star, and
the Purple Heart with Gold Star.

The survivors of the Genocide are here today not only to bear witness, but to
transmit their testament to the next generation. They join me in addressing our
young men and women. We, as Christians, have the responsibility to fight for
justice and to resist oppression. As Christians we also have a moral responsibility
to uphold the basic teachings of Christ. We have made tremendous progress in
our rebirth, but we can advance further still. We must always move forward, with
pride and without fear. Let us be confident in our abilities, and remember always
that the possibilities for tomorrow are without end. Above all, remember that
through God all things are possible, as we are reminded in the Biblical readings
from the Prophet Ezekiel, which was a part of our service today:

““Behold I will open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my peo-
ple; and I will bring you home into the land of Israel, and you shall know
that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, O my people, and I will put
my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own
land; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken, and I have done
it, says the Lord.”

All human tragedies seem to be pointless. But a tragedy that is allowed to be
forgotten becomes the tragedy of tragedies. So, we must remember.



THE CLOSISNG REMARKS OF

ARCHBISHOP MESROB ASHJHIAN
DURING THE CONVENTION CENTER BANQUET
WASHINGTON, D.C. APRIL 27TH, 1985

Dear Brothers, Sisters, and Friends of the Armenian people:

I stand here in awe, deep respect and with profound love for the real heroes
and heroines of this special commemoration weekend — the martyrs who sacrificed
their lives so that we might live, and the courageous Armenian survivors who are
here with us today to witness our regeneration.

I have had the special privilege of meeting, talking, and reliving with many of
you the tragic and painful experiences which you have witnessed. I have suffered
with those of you who have been unable to speak of the unspeakable.

For you, the journey has been long. First from your ancestral homes in Van,
Dikranagerd, Sepastia, Erzeroum, Bitlis, Guiliguia, to the barren deserts of Syria.
Then to the orphanages of the Middle East, and finally to America, the land of
promise and peace.

The miracle of survival has been an Armenian story. From the eleventh century
on, our 3000 year-old history has been checkered with periods of tragic events,
with the darkest chapter written in the late 19th century and culminating in the
Grat Massacre of 1915.

With the blueprint of Armenian annihilation set out in 1879 and partially car-
ried out from 1894 to 1896, the horror became complete when the so-called
reformers of the Young Turk Party declared:

“We must uproot the Armenian people; not one Armenian must remain on
our territories, and the name ‘Armenian’. must be relegated to oblivion.”

From 1915 to 1923, the most sadistic cruelties ever devised by man were
perpetrated against an innocent, defenseless minority before the eyes of a Chris-
tian and civilized Europe.

Henry Morgenthau, Sr., American Ambassador to the Ottoman Empire at the
time, wrote, ‘‘A complete narration of the sadistic orgies of which these Arme-
nian men and women were the victims can never be printed in an American
publication.”’

But the whole truth is even more heart-rending and soul-searing. In 1915, we
lost the struggle of ten centuries. We relinquished our territories, we abandoned
our Armenian grave-sites, we lost our monasteries and estuaries, our green fields
and meadows. We took up the staff of the Exile, we wandered into the desert to
certain death.

The Genocide took not only its human toll, but its heavy toll in religious,
linguistic, cultural, economic, domestic, military and political dimensions. One
and a half million Armenian women, men, and children, including four thousand
priests, physicians, and countless intellectuals, farmers, and shepherds were lost
forever.

The blood of one and a half million Armenians was drained dry. And with them,
untold numbers of cathedrals, precious manuscripts and monuments were
obliterated. The loss therefore, was not simply a human one, or a material one,
but rather it was the spirit, the Armenian soul that was assaulted.

But the spirit is eternal. The Armenian nation lived. In that midnight darkness,
stars of hope appeared; Musa Dagh, Hadjian, Shabin-Karahissar, Van. And then
came the glorious light of that May dawn, as Sardarabed came into view on the
horizon, along with Bash, Abaran and Ghara Killiseh.

The bells of Etchmiadzin heralded the good tidings of Armenia’s freedom in
the bosom of Ararat and Arakadz where, on a silver of land the Republic of
Armenia was born. Today a part of that fatherland flourishes under the shadow
of the mighty Ararat, renewing its existence, while reaching to great heights of
civilization in all fields including arts and sciences. )

And yet, Ararat is still enslaved. A gloomy wind blows across Lake Van. Our
golden fields now produce thorns and thicket. The convent of Nareg is in ruins.
The church of the Virgin Mary in Marout is silent. And we are scattered across
the world. Today, we have not even been permitted to complete our grieving,
because Turkey has never admitted to this collosal crime.

German Chancellor Helmut Kohl whose nation admitted the guilt of the Nazi
era and redressed grievances has said:

““Reconciliations with the survivors and descendents of the victims is only
possible if we accept our history as it really was, if we Germans acknowledge
our shame and our historical responsibility, and if we perceive the need to
act against any efforts at undermining human freedom and dignity.”’

We are waiting for our own judgement day before the court of justice when
we once again can claim our soil as our own. No law exists that binds a people
to a piece of land. But our spiritual strength and consciousness gives us the right
to claim it as our own.

As Moushegh Kalshoyan has movingly said:

“Loss of land and one’s country on earth is a heavy loss, but the land is eter-
nal. The land does not accept anyone but its master. The land is bonded to
its own people and will patiently await their return, and one day they will
meet again.”’

And the great Anatole France prophesied in 1916,

““Armenia is in its death throes but it will be reborn. The little bit of blood
that has not yet been spilled is the precious blood from which a new genera-
tion is to be born. A people that refused to die, lives on.”’

I speak to you, the survivors who are gathered here from all over the world.
In these special days, your presence here has given us hope, faith, strength, and
inspiration which only you could have given us. You can be assured that future
generations will continue your struggle and will realize your dreams.

Did you notice it?
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All Arlington was about ...
Young kids helping survivor in a wheel chair.

THE SURVIVORS

by Zola Sookias

‘“Are you a survivor?’’ asks Aharon, an elderly but well preserved Armenian
from Australia.

‘“Yes,”” replies Vardgez, a remarkably young looking 70 year old French
Armenian.

‘““And you?’’ reciprocates the latter.

‘“Yes, I am too,”” murmers Aharon, his proud yet sad Armenian eyes foretell-
ing a long tale.

The two have met, quite by accident, along the handsomely decorated Connec-
ticut Avenue, not far from the Washington Hilton, symbolically renamed Karpert-
Guilliguia for the duration of the Armenian National Gathering of Survivors in
the Capital.

““What did they do to us, those Turks?’’ Aharon enquires somewhat ironically
while he grasps Vardgez’s hand, shaking it warmly and allowing him little time
to respond.

““Nothing I say to you, nothing.’”’ Defiance overwhelms his expression as he
addresses Vardgez — still holding his hand — and a third survivor, Yeghia, an
orphan rescued by the Near East Relief in 1915 and later sent to Egypt whence
he has arrived today.

“They did nothing and these youngsters are living proof of that,”’ he comments,
releasing Vardgez and simultaneously turning his attention to me and my two
companions.

““We survived so that they may be Armenian.”’ His scrutinizing eyes are fixed
at mine. Touched by his passion I gaze back. A moving picture of my Nation’s
long sufferings is projected on to my soul as he unwittingly entrusts me with the
burden of his past, now equally mine. Suddenly I feel a certain pain, the anguish
inherent in being Armenian; the cross on my shoulder weighs a touch heavier.
Impulsively I wish to shake his hand. I feel the firm grip that he has spared Var-
dgez. Soon we hug, holding each other tightly as if old friends long lost, exchang-
ing countless tales in doing so. Moments hence I stand back and glancing at him
— perhaps for the last time — put history in perspective. His eyes are somewhat
tearful, however no less vehement. There is little more to be said as I bid farewell
to an old but eternal piece of Armenian history.

Washington, D.C.
April 24, 1985



70TH ANNIVERSARY MEMORABILIA NOW AVAILABLE

Commemorative memorabilia celebrating the 70th Anniversary of the Armenian
Genocide is now available for purchase. Items include:

1. KATCHAZ BOOK - “THE FIERY HORSES OF ANI”’

A crystalline collection of reproductions of Katchaz’s paintings especially
created For Armenia from Armenians. This book is a wonderful contribu-
tion to the history of the Armenian people. In its entirety it depicts the
Renaissance of the Armenian people, it’s unity and dreams from the
Motherland to the Diaspora. There are 20 color réproductions, each one so
beautifully printed that they could be individually framed. A very special
collection.
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The central emblem on the scarves is a detailed map of Armenia as it existed
with it’s largest boundaries. The historic Armenian cathedrals of Etchmiad-
zin and Antelias are found in the top left and right corners with the juxtapos-
ing corners embellished with the logo of the 70th Commemoration and the
Coat of Arms of the Republic of Armenia. These images are bordered by
some very fine filigree type designs taken from Armenian Miniatures.

3. POSTERS — “L’ESPERANCE”

This poster portrays a lovely young Armenian girl in thought. She carries a
single spring flower, which, set against the somber blue background, reminds
us of the eternal rejuvenation and hope to be found in youth.

The original oil painting has hung in the Woodrow Wilson House ever since
its presentation to President Wilson during his term in office by the Arme-
nian artist Hovsep Pushman.
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KATCHAZ POSTERS

The New York based Armenian artist produced for the 70th Commemora-
tion in Washington, D.C., a series of 20 paintings depicting ‘‘The Fiery Horses
of Ani”’. There are four of these paintings which have been reproduced in poster
form, ““Those are our Lands”’, *“The Liberation of Ani’’, *‘Dedication to Ani”’,
and “Emerald Ani”’. These posters measure app. 27 X 20 inches and are ready to
be framed. There is a limited supply.
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“ARMENIA”’

This is the prize-winning poster of the 70th Commemoration designed by Raffi
Sarkissian. It is an artistic, colorful rendition of what Armenia is, was, and
will be.

4. KEY CHAINS —

A brass key chain made in Switzerland by the famous Huguenin Company.
These commemorate the 70th Anniversary and the Gathering of Survivors
in Washington, D.C. Truly a souvenir for the 600 plus who attended those
five historic days in the capitol.

5. PLACEMATS — “THE GLORY OF ARMENIA*

The placemats depict the map of Armenia in tricolors surrounded by historical
renderings of Armenian flags from the Ardashesian Dynasty, Arasacide,
Bagrtunian, Roupinian, and Lusignian dynasties. Along with the flags are
the Coats of Arms of some of the major princely families. These are conver-
sation pieces for any table setting.

6. DECALS — ‘““ARMENIA: OUR COMMITMENT IS FOREVER**

These decals are tricolored and can be .Q\‘oq‘ﬂﬂ{?ﬁyo

used on your luggage both as a reminder S i “

to your participation in Washington, §' bt UL %

D.C., and as a reminder to others that - =

we will not forget the place from which = o

we came. Z &

Z S
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7. GEDAG T-SHIRTS

The T-Shirts bear the logo of the Phoenix rising out of the flames over Mt.
ARARAT and carries the message of Hovhannes Sheeraz:

My son, what would you have me bequeth you?
As a father, I would leave you with such a treasure,
That no father anywhere, any place, could leave such a legacy —

I leave to you what some small people have imprisoned in the clouds
I leave you with our mountain, iz
To free it from those black clouds,

To bring it home with ringing righteousness,
And you shall bring it home my son,
Perhaps even with your dear little hands,
You shall bring our mountain back to us,
As your need of justice is so deep ...

My bequest to you is Massis,
For you to keep it forever,

As you keep our language forever, s lSMS Y
As the pillar of your father’s home. —_— =
= |

70TH ANNIVERSARY VIDEO CASSE*'I"TE“

A video cassette highlighting the ma-  Name:
jor moments of the events taken place
in Washington, D.C. is being profes- A ddress:
sionally prepared. The video will be one
hour in length and will be available  ppope # ( )

soon. For those interested in the pur-
chase of these historic cassettes, please
leave your name, address, and phone
number, and we will accommodate you
as soon as possible on a first come first
served basis.

Checks will be made payable to:
The Armenian Apostolic Church of America
138 East 39th Street, New York, N.Y. 10016
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ORDER FORM

Please send me the following items as marked. I have enclosed my check payable
to ‘“Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church’’. I understand all items will be
supplied on a first come first served basis.

ITEM PRICE QUANTITY TOTAL
KATCHAZ BOOK $18.00
SCARF $20.00
POSTERS: ARMENIA $5.00
L’ESPERANCE $5.00
THOSE ARE OUR LANDS  §$5.00
THE LIBERATION OF ANI $5.00
DEDICATION TO ANI $5.00
EMERALD ANI $5.00
KEY CHAINS $6.00
PLACEMATS 2 for $5.00
DECALS $0.50
GEDAG T-SHIRTS $5.00

TOTAL ITEMS: TOTAL COST: $

Check enclosed in the amount of $ from:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY:
PHONE: ( )

STATE:
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