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YOU ARE MY MOUNTAIN TOO

By Diana Der Hovanessian

I
climbed
the last flight
of hotel stairs
every morning, heart

pounding, to the terrace
where the sun should rise
shine against your crest. Every
morning the horizon was swathed only
in blue mist, and mist again. Every Armenian
, that, you hide from the eyes of
men. Many a would-be conqueror in the past, many

turned home without yourblessing his sight. On my fifth
morning, a hotel matron, towels on her arm, stopped me on the stairs, laughing,
, there are two places to search, your heart,

transfigured in
time.

I saw you then,

Winner of the 1985 -George Herbert Award from the World Order of Narrative Poets
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ANOOSHIG VARTAN

About a month ago I was standing in the church
listening to the Gospel reading (Jashoo Avedaran) and
hoping to find something new in the ‘Parable of the
Supper’ Jesus told at a dinner in a pharisee’s house
(Luke 14: 12-24).

I do not know whether you remember Christ’s ad-
vice to the people around him. For those who do not
remember, here it is in a simple form. He advised say-
ing ‘““When you prepare a dinner (feast) do not invite
your friends or relatives or rich neighbors, for you
know they are able to return your invitation. If you
wish to be rewarded in heaven invite the poor, the
crippled and the blind to your feast. Such people can
not repay you but God will bless you for your
kindness.”’

Of course there are more details in the New Testa-
ment and each sentence may have a different message
for different people. As I was listening to this parable
my thoughts went back to a time before you were born,
and to the customs and concepts our people had before
even I was born.

Back in the good old days in Armenia the rich, the
well-to-do, and even poor peasants, used to distribute
food to the poorer, less fortunate ones whenever they
celebrated successes or births in the family or any other
happy occasion. Usually the food would include lamb
if the person could afford it, or a rooster with ‘lavash’
(thin Armenian bread) and pilaf. This was called
‘madagh’. It sounds a practical and useful way of shar-
ing the happiness of the family as well following a
religious belief. It was a manner of giving to those less
fortunate such as orphans, widows, persons who were
crippled, or sick.

After we settled in Canada your grandmother must
have thought about this custom for occasionally she
would say, ‘I would like to make a ‘madagh’ but how
and to whom can we distribute food.’” We were not
rich but the community members were even better off.
A few times money was sent to relatives in Aleppo to
offer ‘madagh’. I think what kept her and us hesitant
in preparing a ‘madagh’ here was the fear of being
laughed at.

However, I remember many years ago, before you
were born, one Saturday afternoon at twilight, just
about the time to burn incense in the house, there was
a knock at our side door. When I opened the door a
middle-aged man showed me a card which said “‘I am
deaf and mute would you please help me’’.

I left the door open, called my mother and said
‘madagh’ has knocked on your door, do you wish to
give him money? She gave me a ten dollar bill which
I gave to this deaf man. It was quite a sum of money
in those days and the poor man did not know how to
thank us. He raised his arms up to heaven, then joined
his hands together in a sign of prayer. He tried to speak
but only sounds came, no words. There was no need
for words, of course, for the signs of thanks and the
happiness in his face were more eloquent than any
speech. He knocked at many other doors that after-
noon. Afterwards, for many years, this man often
visited our neighberhood. Our supplies of band aids,
needles, dish clothes and other objects came from him
in appreciation for our donations. I believe it was
sometime in 1982 that we last saw him at our door.
For a while I thought he had moved away, or perhaps
he was sick.. Maybe he was dead.

I was pleasantly surprised one day when I saw him
walking on our street without knocking at the doors.
Occasionally after that I saw him walking while I was
driving to work or coming home. So he was still
around. For some reason or other I was curious to
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know more about him. I could not check his new ad-
dress because I did not know his name. I would not
dare to follow him to find out his address but I
wondered how he was managing now.

Just about every doctor these days advises walking
to keep fit. The ‘‘save energy’’ ads and booklets have
influenced me too. So a few months ago, as I was
walking to our nearest shopping mall, I met him on
the main street. I greeted him. He recognized me and
extended his hand. After we shook hands I asked him
how he was. Again he looked up, raised his arms up-
wards thanking God, I suppose. There was not much
to talk about at that stage. He looked well. He did not
seem to be embarrassed. He could not speak of course,
so I opened my purse. He must have read my mind.
He gently put one hand on mine and made the stop
sign with his other hand for a no, no message.

Yes, it is hard to believe that in an age where peo-
ple in all walks of life, even in religious institutions
do not hesitate to grasp anything, let alone dollars
from another person, this old man was actually refus-
ing to receive what I offered. Was something wrong
with this man? I looked at him in surprise. He tried
to utter words but again only sounds came forth. I told
him I was glad he looked well. He joined his hands
again in a sign of prayer. I could not tell what he meant
exactly. Was he praying for me? Was he asking me
to pray for him? So I did the same, then we waved
goodbye to each other.

I still see him at times and each time I see him I take
heart in the realization that all is not yet lost in this
utterly materialistic and treacherous world. That such

people, contented with their lot, satisfied with little
comforts still do exist. Now that I have told you about
this man, his story will help you to take heart; to be
stronger when confronted with grabby, snobbish and
opportunist persons. Remember, such people, people
rich in spirit still do exist and remember also, that you
heard of a real one from your loving

Eugenie Horkoor




SUMMARY OF THE SECOND NATIONAL CONFERENCE
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF LADIES’ GUILD

MAY 16 AND 17, 1985, ST. MARY’S ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH, TORONTO, CANADA

The delegates to the Second National Conference of
the National Association of Ladies’ Guilds of the
Armenian Apostolic Church of America convened on
May 16, 1985, at the Armenian Center of Toronto,
Canada.

The Conference theme was:

“THERE ARE NO STRANGERS HERE —
ONLY FRIENDS YOU HAVE NOT MET.”
Registration took place with thirty delegates and nine
guests, representing fifteen Guilds of the United States

and Canada.

His Eminence, Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, gave the
invocation and welcomed the delegates and guests to
the conference. The Very Reverend Khajag Hagopian
welcomed the participants to Toronto on behalf of St.
Mary’s Parish.

Malvina Stepanian was elected conference chairlady
and Elsie Menzigian secretary. Packets prepared for
the delegates were distributed. Minutes of the first na-
tional conference of the NALG were read and
approved.

The NALG Executive Council’s annual report was
read by Chairlady - Grace Bagdasarian, and approved
by the delegates.

The treasurer, Rita Tatevossian, gave the NALG
financial report for 1984-1985.

Donations received:

oThe Prelacy Ladies Guild $1000

#Sts. Vartanantz (Providence) $500

oSt. Gregory’s (Philadelphia) $500

eSourp Khatch (Washington D.C.) $100

Balance in NALG checking account: $1671
Proposed budget for 1985-1986 $2100

During the two days of the conference, there were three
guest speakers who gave informative and interesting
lectures. They were:

E. Terry Hamilton, Director of Constituency Develop-
ment of Church Women United. Her Topic was
““Ethnic Identity within Church Women United.”’
Hayre Soorp Anoushavan Tanielian of Princeton
University, spoke of ‘‘Armenian Christian Beliefs and
Traditions.”” Slides depicting vestments, etc. were
shown in conjunction with his lecture.

Der Khoren Habeshian of Sourp Khatch Church in
Washington D.C. lectured on the ‘‘Armenian
Apostolic Church — its History, Liturgy and
Traditions.”’

A question and answer period followed each lecture.
Delegates gave reports of their Guild’s activities and
accomplishments of the past year. All Guilds were ac-
tive participants in the commemorative activities of the
Armenian Genocide which was held in Washington
D.C., in April, 1985.

The logo of the Ladies’ Guild of Sts. Vartanantz
Church of Providence, RI, was approved as the NALG
logo. It was decided to have pendants made with the
NALG logo, to be presented by His Eminence, Ar-
chbishop Mesrob Ashjian to the Ladies Guild members
who have served for twenty-five or more years.
During the “‘rap’’ session topics discussed included the
Sunday Schools, Armenian youth, membership in

The participants of the National Ladies’ Guild of the Arme-
nian Apostolic Church of America met in Toronto, Canada
for their annual conference in May, 1985. This photo shows
the members together with Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian with
the Martyrs monument in the background.

Church Women United, as well as the feasibility of
having regional seminars and workshops.
His Eminence, Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian was in-
vited to address the conference. His Eminence en-
couraged the ladies to become more involved in every
aspect of the Armenian Church and to become a force
within the Church.
A vote of confidence was given to the NALG Executive
Council.
On Thursday evening, May sixteenth, the Divine
Liturgy was celebrated at St. Mary’s Armenian
Apostolic Church.
As the Conference progressed, it became apparent that
communication among Guilds is needed and
beneficial; the Guilds have to establish their identity;
take direction nationally and abide by the by-laws.
The conference concluded that the most important
problem facing the Guilds today is the future of our
youth. The delegates decided to focus on this problem
at the regional seminars.
The delegates and guests left the conference with a feel-
ing of accomplishment.
The NALG Executive Council wishes to thank His
Eminence, Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian and the
Prelacy Executive Council for their continous support
and encouragement.
The NALG Executive Council also thanks the Very
Rev. Khajag Hagopian, Pastor, Board of Trustees of
St. Mary’s Church and all the organizations of the
Armenian Center for their warm hospitality, making
the Toronto conference a memorable one.
THERE ARE NO STRANGERS HERE —
ONLY FRIENDS WE HAVE NOW MET.”

Sincerely,

Gemma Vartanian, Vice Chairlady
Executive Council, NALG

Armenian Apostolic Church of America

January, 1986

Dear Ladies’ Guild Members:

The NALG Executive Council has been meeting
regularly in New York, at the offices of the Prelacy
of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America.

We are pleased to advise that the Ladies Guild of
St. Illuminator’s Armenian Apostolic Cathedral of
New York City has graciously offered to host a
seminar on Saturday, March 1, 1986. The seminar is
in the planning stage at this time by the NALG
Executive Council. Details will be forthcoming shortly.

The group photo of the second Annual Conference
delegates is available. To obtain a copy of this photo
send a check in the amount of $7.00, payable to the
NALG, and mail to Rita Tatevossian, 70-41 Harrow
Street, Forest Hills, New York 11375.

Please forward a list of the names, addresses and
telephone numbers of your current executive body as
well as a revised and updated membership list of your
Ladies’ Guild members, including addresses and
telephone numbers. Kindly mail this information to
the NALG recording secretary Van Karoghlanian, 20
Pine Street, Pawtucket, RI 02860.

We are happy to inform you that the NALG Logo
pendants are ready. These pendants are offered as a
token of appreciation from His Fminence, Archbishop
Mesrob Ashjian and the NALG Executive Council to
the Ladies’ Guilds members who have served in their
respective Church and its Ladies Guild, for twenty-
five years or more. Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian will
present each pendant during his annual visit to your
parish in 1986.

These beautiful pendants are generously donated by
Mr. Varkis Markarian of Providence. RI. Mr. Vartkes
Kaprielian of Providence, RI, donated the art work
for the pendant. Our sincere thanks and gratitude to
Messrs. Markarian and Kaprielian for their interest in
our endeavors.

For the presentations NALG requests a list of the
names of your Ladies’ Guild members who have served
twenty-five years or more to enable us to prepare the
certificates which will be presented to those Ladies
together with the pendants. Kindly mail these names
to our recording secretary, Van Karoghlanian at the
above mentioned address.

The Third Annual NALG Conference will take place
on Thursday and Friday, May 15 and 16, 1986 in
Detroit, Michigan. Please elect your delegates at this
time and advise us how many delegates will be atten-
ding and their names and addresses. Please forward
this information as soon as possible to the recording
secretary.

We look forward to seeing you on Saturday, March
1, 1986, at the seminar, and on Thursday and Friday,
May 15 and 16, 1986 at the annual conference.

Very truly yours,
Executive Council
National Association of Ladies Guilds
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A DAY OF REMEMBRANCE

Monday, January 20 was the first national obser-
vance of Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birthday in the
United States.

This national observance was preceded by one year
in California when Governor George Deukmejian
declared that day a state holiday in 1985.

This connection cannot be lost to the uninitiated.

An American of Armenian ancestry helps honor an
American of African ancestry. Why? Because one
understands the suffering of the other. Because in-
humanity does not stop at color, nationality, religion,
or gender. Inhumanity is color-blind. Inhumanity
begins with segregation. It always ends with suffering
and the lessening of mankind, not only in numbers,
but in purpose.

Recognizing a human being for his work in helping
alleviate suffering is but an excuse to glorify Man for
the potential he can achieve, but seldom does. The few
who actually sacrifice their lives for their ideals, like
King ultimately did, are unfortunately too few in
number. But even that serves to remind us that Man,
despite his astonishing capacity for savagery and
destruction, is also capable of sublime acts of courage
and sacrifice.

For that alone, if nothing else, Martin Luther King,
Jr.’s birthday needs to be marked with special pomp
and remembrance.

History can be altered by the acts of one righteous
man or woman, white or black, American or
Armenian.

““ASBAREZ”’



VERY REV. SEBOUH SARKISSIAN,
DIRECTOR OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL ORGANIZATIONS
OF THE CATHOLICOSATE OF CILICIA,

VISITS THE U.S. AND CANADA

We are pleased to announce that through an ar-
rangement made with His Holiness Catholicos Karekin
II, Very Rev. Sebouh Sarkissian, the Director General
of the Sunday Schools Organization of the
Catholicosate of Cilicia will come to the U.S. and
Canada on a factfinding mission between February 21
and April 14, 1986.

The Sunday Schools Organization which was
established in 1930 has quite an extensive network of
Sunday schools throughout the Middle East where
thousands of Armenian children receive spiritual nur-
ture. Very Rev. Sarkissian has headed this organiza-
tion since 1978.

Hayr Sourp Sebouh was born in Kamishly, Syria,
in 1946. After receiving his elementary education in
alocal Armenian day school, in 1961 he was accepted
at the Armenian Seminary in Antelias. He was
ordained a celibate priest in 1968 and since 1969 he
has studied Arabic literature and Islamic philosophy.
He served as a pastor in Basra, Iraq, and as vicar
general in the Diocese of Aleppo, Syria. From 1978
to 1981 he was enrolled in Birmingham University in
the United Kingdom and followed Islamic studies for
which he received a Master of Arts degree.

Hayr Sebouh is embarking on this important mis-
sion to North America in order to assess the Sunday
School structure in our communities and to find ways
in which the Catholicosate of Cilicia and the Sunday
Schools Central Organization may be helpful.

He will have meetings with the youth, Sunday
School directors and teachers, pastors and board
members, and his lectures will include: —

e Christian education in the context of general
education;
e Christian ethics in the Armenian family;

EXCITING PLANS ARE UNDERWAY FOR

A.R.E.C.’S NEXT RETREAT
EXCLUSIVELY FOR

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

All parish High School students should start mak-
ing plans to attend the Fifth Annual Junior Youth
Retreat to be held in Bloomingdale, N.J., on March
21-23, 1986, sponsored by the Armenian Religious
Education council of the Prelacy of the Armenian
Apostolic Church. The theme to this year’s retreat will
be, “Focus on Family and Friends’’. The purpose of
the weekend will be to help students discover the mean-
ing of relationships and attitudes with family members,
friends and most importantly, to help discover more
about oneself. Students will uncover new dimensions
of faith, and discover the importance of one’s role
among the people they love and even the people they
don’t love.

Some of the topics for the weekend will cover, peer
pressure, lbve and dating, and family life. Other
aspects of the weekend will be movies, making new
friends, seeing old ones, small group discussions, in-
door and outdoor activities, lots of fun, plus much,
much more. To register, please fill out the form below.

JUNIOR YOUTH RETREAT
REGISTRATION FORM

I would like to participate in the Junior Youth retreat
on March 21-23, 1986. Enclosed is my registration fee
of only $30 (a fraction of the cost). Make checks
payable to the Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic
Church by no later than March 10, 1986.

Name
Age
Address

Phone ( )

City

State Zip

Parent’s or Guardian’s signature of consent

Please mail to:
THE PRELACY OF THE
ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH
¢/0 Denise Arakelian, Director of Christian Education
138 East 39th Street
New York, N.Y. 10016

i
i
1
{
3
i

e
e

e The Armenian youth and their ethical behavior;

® The Apostolicity of the Armenian church;

® How to introduce the Holy Bible and the saints to
children;

® The Armenian family.
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ANCIENT
AND CONTEMPORARY ARMENIA
FROM THE XIlil CENTURY B.C.
TILL XX CENTURY A.D.

PRE-PUBLICATION SUBSCRIPTION OFFER

CONTENTS:

* 24 pages of introduction

* 100 coloured plates in quadrichromic offset method
besides black and white.

* Painters “‘after nature” and engravers of the Vi to XX
century before the invention of Photoengraving (c/1880).

¢ Bibliographical list of 300 volumes and manuscripts
relating to Armenian history from 2750 B.C. till today.

® Texts in 4 languages: English, Arabic, Armenian and
French.

® Format: 24 x 36 cm.

* Millboard bookbinding, bright coloured papers.

» Offer valid till March 31, 1986.

PARTIAL LIST OF PAINTERS AND ENGRAVERS

Bailly J. 1643
Clark I. ¢/1818
Dalvimart O. 1802
Duchanger 1707
Dupre L. ¢/1800
Holstein G. 1838

Langlois P. 1850
Lynch H.F. 1846
Morier James 1809
Texier Ch. 1838
Tournefort 1718
Vereschaguine B. 1888

ORDER FORM

Name
Address

Phone

Yes, please enter my subscription to the ‘“Ancient And Con-
temporary Armenia, From The XlII Century Till XX Century
A.D.” Enclosed please find my check in the amount of U.S.
$45.00. | understand that after March 31, 1986 the volume will
cost U.S. $70.00.

Make checks payable to:
Armenian Apostolic Church of America
138 East 39th Street, New York, N.Y. 10016
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Armenian Apostolic Church of America
138 East 39th Street
New York, N.Y. 10016
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