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INTER-ORTHODOX SYMPOSIUM ON

Brookline, Mass. — Eastern Orthodox and Oriental Orthodox hierarchs and
theologians from throughout the world met at the Holy Cross Orthodox School
of Theology on Brookline, Mass. on June 11-18 for an Inter-Orthodox Symposium
dealing with ecumenical concerns.

The purpose of the historic symposium was to clarify a number of questions
which might arise for the Orthodox Churches when they consider the document
on Baptism, Eucharist, and Ministry produced by the Faith and Order Commis-
sion of the World Council of Churches.

Considered one of the most important statements produced by the ecumenical
movement, the text was authored by a group of Orthodox, Roman Catholic, and
Protestant theologians in 1982. It is the product of over 50 years of ecumenical
dialogue and study. Translated into over 25 languages, the text is being studied
by Christians throughout the world.

The participants in the symposium produced a report which urged the Orthodox
Churches to study and discuss the document. ‘““Reception of the BEM document,”’
says the report, ‘‘means that we recognize in the text some of the common and
constitutive elements of our faith in the matter of baptism, eucharist, and ministry
so that we may stand together as far as possible to bear witness to Jesus Christ
in our world and to move towards our common goal of unity.”’

His Eminence Archbishop Iakovos, primate of the Greek Orthodox Church of
the Americas, formally welcomed the members of the symposium together with
guests from other Christian churches and theological schools at the opening ses-
sion on June 11. Archbishop Iakovos has long been regarded as an advocate of
Orthodox participation in the ecumenical movement. He is a former co-president
of the World Council of Churches.

The symposium was chaired by Metropolitan Chrysostomos of Myra, a member
of the Holy Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople. At the open-
ing of the symposium, His Eminence said, ‘“We must deal with the future of the
BEM document from the Orthodox perspective and its relationship to the two
theological studies programs of the Faith and Order Commission: ‘Toward the
Common Expression of the Apostolic Faith Today’ and ‘The Unity of the Church
and the Renewal of the Human Community’.”’

The participants heard an address by Dr. Emilio Castro, the General Secretary
of the World Council of Churches in Geneva. Dr. Gunther Gassmann, Director
of the Faith and Order Commission, also addresed the gathering.

The symposium was organized by the Orthodox Task Force of the WCC in con-
sultation with the Faith and Order Commission. The Greek Orthodox Church of
America served as the host of the historic gathering. Rev. Dr. Alkiviadis Calivas,
Dean of Holy Cross, acted as coordinator of the symposium. The support staff
included Rev. Thomas Fitzgerald, Rev. Illia Katre of Holy Cross; Rev. Prof. Ion
Bria, Rev. George Tsetsis, and Rev. Dr. Gennadios Limouris of the WCC; Artemis
Gyftopoulos and William Gushes of the Maliostis Cultural Center; Carol Thysell
of the National Council of Churches Faith and Order Commission; and Catherine
Keches and Savas Zembillas of the staff of Holy Cross.

The Armenian Church was represented by Bishop Nerses Bozabalian (Holy See
of Etchmiadzine) and Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian (Catholicosate of Cilicia).

During the course of the symposium, the participants were hosted at dinners
sponsored by Bishop Methodios of Boston, by the Council of Eastern Orthodox
Churches of Central Massachusetts, and by the Pan-Orthodox Clergy Fellowship
of Boston.
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STATEMENT

Recently some Armenian and English/ Armenian newspapers, based on infor-
mation emanating from Turkish daily newspapers, announced that the two plaques
placed at Arlington Cemetery on Sunday, April 28, 1985, during the ceremonies
marking the 70th Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide, had been removed upon
the personal intervention of the Secretary of Defense, Mr. Caspar Weinberger,
allegedly at the request of the Defense Minister of Turkey.

We wish to state that this information is completely false and has no founda-
tion whatsoever. We deplore the attitudes of certain news media who irrespon-
sibly report false information based on innuendos which mar the dignity of the
day and the place of the 70th Commemoration.

The National Commemorative Committee representatives received approval from
Arlington Cemetery, and representatives of the military district of Washington,
D.C. for the two plaques which had been presented for permanent display at
Arlington Cemetery,

Throughout all our planning, and especially at the Ecumenical service at
Arlington National Cemetery, we had the full cooperation and respect of the
Arlington Cemetery authorities and we, together with thousands of Armenians,
were proud that we had this golden opportunity to pay tribute to all who are buried
at Arlington and who died in the name of freedom and human dignity and to all
the victims of the Armenian Genocide of 1915.
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THREE NEW DZAYRAKOUYN VARTABEDS
OF ANTELIAS BROTHERHOOD

We are happy to report that His Holiness Catholicos Karekin II decided to bestow
upon three members of the Cilician Brotherhood the order of Dzayrakouyn
Vartabed.

The definition of Vartabed is Doctor in the Armenian Church. It consists of
14 degrees, the first four of which are given to those celibate priests who present
a dissertation after their ordination and graduation from the Seminary. Later, they
receive the remaining 10 degrees to become High or Great or Dzayrakouyn Var-
tabed. The actual ceremony takes place in the Chancel of the Church in an academic
and liturgical atmosphere of great solemnity. The prayers and canons of the or-
dination ceremony are the ones prepared in the 14th century by the ‘‘great doc-
tor”’ of the Armenian Church, St. Gregory of Datev.

The first of these ceremonies took place in Caracas, Venezuela. Archbishop
Mesrob Ashjian elevated the pastor of the Armenian community, Very Reverend
Vahan Berberian to Dzayrakouyn Vartabed.

On May 19, 1985, the Prelate elevated Very Reverend Khajag Hagopian, pastor
of St. Mary Apostolic Church of Toronto, Ontario, to the degree of Dzayrakouyn
Vartabed. -

Finally on June 9, 19835, the director of Sunday School Organization in Lebanon,
Very Reverend Sebouh Sarkissian received the rank of Dzayrakouyn Vartabed in
the Cathedral of Antelias. The celebrant was Bishop Zareh Aznavorian, director
of the Christian Education Department of the Catholicosate of Cilicia.

The editors of Outreach congratulate the new Dzayrakouyn Vartabeds of the
Armenian Church and wishes them health and opportunity for greater services
to the Church and the community.
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
TO BE HELD AT STONY POINT, N.Y., SEPT. 13-15

Stony Point, New York will be the gathering place for the National Conterence
on Christian Education sponsored by the Armenian Education Council
of the Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church on the weekend of Sept. 13-15,
1985. This conference will be the first of its kind to be held as a two day event
that will respond to the many areas of Christian Education within the Armenian
Church Community.

The conference will be attracting church members of all ages that are involved
in Sunday School Programs, parish Christian Education Committees (C.E.C.s),
Youth Ministry, Bible Study Programs, Adult Christian Education and generally
anyone else interested in the efforts and effects of Christian Education.

This major event will not be limited, covering a wide-range of areas from how
to teach the Bible with the sacraments to effective communications and leader-
ship. There will be over fifteen speakers from all areas of the country dealing with
topics that address the needs of the community; offering new ideas, new teaching
techniqus, organizational planning, and most importantly encouraging the Chris-
tian message of the Armenian Apostolic Church. On display will be an abundant
amount of resource materials and books on Christian Education, that will be
available for purchasing.

The cost for the conference is only $80 for the entire weekend, which includes
six meals, two nights stay, participation in all seminars and activities, and a con-
ference notebook. A deposit of $20 is required to register. For more information
and/or registration, please write to the Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church,
c/0 Miss Denise Arakelian, Director of Christian Education, 138 E. 39th Street,
New York, N.Y. 10016, or call (212) 689-4481 (9.00 am - 5.00 pm).

We look forward to this inspiring event that will bring many together interested
in the aspiration of the Armenian Apostolic Church and the life giving sustenance
that Christian Education has to offer to the members of our community.

FIRE AT ST. SARKIS CHURCH
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We regret to inform our readers that St. Sarkis Church, Bayside, New York,
was struck by lightning on the night of May 21, 1985, and almost totally destroyed.
Within minutes the Church building collapsed, to the deep sorrow of the pastor
and the parishioners.

The pastor, the members of the Board and the parishioners were on hand in
an attempt to salvage whatever was possible. It was touching to witness many young
people assisting the firefighters to extinguish the flames which rose to great heights.

The prelate Archbishop Ashjian rushed to the scene, the night of the tragedy.
During the following weeks, His Eminence preached two outdoor services, and
encouraged the community to rebuild their ravaged Church. Several comittees are
already working to raise funds and prepare plans for a new Church community
center and other facilities of the site.

We are confident that with the Lord’s blessings and the wholehearted participa-
tion of every parishioner as well as all the Armenians, a new Church will be ready
in a short period of time.

The Board of Trustees issued the following appeal on this occasion:

“HERE’S YOUR CHANCE TO HELP”

The Steeple of St. Sarkis Armenian Church and the ruins behind it bear mute
testimony to the destruction spawned by the May 21 lightning storm.

There is no price tag on the emotional loss inflicted by the fire. The monetary
damage runs into the hundreds of thousands.

Now is the time for all Armenians to show that they care.

They can do so by donating their time and money to help the struggling con-
gregation of St. Sarkis and the children of the Armenian School rebuild their
beloved second home.

The Church has set up a special fund to raise money. You can make no better
investment in the comunity’s future.

Send your donations to:

St. Sarkis Building Fund
P.O. Box 119
Bayside, N.Y. 11362-0119

NEW BOOK FOR YOUNG READERS BRINGS

ARMENIAN HISTORY TO LIFE

The Armenian National Education Committee is pleased to announce the release
of a new book entitled, Armenia in Ancient and Medieval Times, by Robert
Bedrosian.

Designed specifically for students and their families, this conveniently-sized
paperback fills a long-standing void in the area of Armenian history texts in English
for the non-specialist. It is suitable for use in both school and home.

Its 94 pages are rich in illustrative material — maps, drawings, photographs
— which help the young reader visualize the different time periods covered in the
text. Of particular interest are the sketches of period dress for all age groups.

In clear, concise and easy to understand language, the author takes the reader
on an amazing historical journey through the land known as Greater Armenia or
Medz Hayk, beginning with the Urartian era and progressing through the four-
teenth century.

Author Robert Bedrosian, who received a Ph.D. in Armenian History from Col-
umbia University, provides numerous insights along the way and places ancient
events in a meaningful context for today’s youth. In so doing, he creates a
stimulating environment for the study of history, in general, and Armenian history,
in particular.

One of the very useful chapters in Dr. Bedrosian’s book explains the essentials
of historical time and the functions of the terms B.C. and A.D. This is pertinent
data in a discussion of a nation whose history spans almost as many centuries B.C.
as A.D.

Another section of the book highlights similarities in the Armenian and Iranian
languages, while another describes and illustrates the lifestyle and customs of
medieval Armenian families.

Throughout this amply footnoted text, the author vividly brings to life the per-
sonalities and events that shaped Armenian history from Tigran the Great, the
nakharar and noble ruling families, the kings, and the ever-present conquering
armies of Iranians, Romans, Greeks, Byzantines, Arabs, Seljuks and Mongols.

It is a book to read and reread. It will motivate young people to delve more
deeply into their heritage.

Armenia in Ancient and Medieval Times is available now from the office of
the Armenian National Education Committee, an educational support group co-
sponsored by the Armenian Apostolic Church of America and the Armenian Relief
Society North America Region. Copies may be ordered through the mail by sen-
ding a check or money order for $6.00 plus $1.50 for postage and handling for
each book ordered to A.N.E.C., 138 East 39th Street, New York, N.Y. 10016.
Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. For additional information, telephone (212)
689-7231.
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THE NEW CARDINAL OF NEW YORK

The New Yorkers were pleased and shared the joy of the members of the Catholic
Community of the Diocese of New York upon receiving the news that His Holiness
Pope John Paul 11 created the Archbishop of New York, His Eminenc Archbishop
John J. O*Connor as Cardinal of New York.

The ceremonies were held in Rome during a special consistory on May 25, 1985.

Upon his return to New York, and on the first full day in the city, the Archbishop
was received warmly by the civil and religious authorities of New York City at
a ceremony held in St. Patrick’s Cathedral on Friday May 31st, 1985.

In the picture, John Cardinal O’Connor is seen receiving the congragtulations
of the Clergy present. From left to right: His Eminence Archbishop Theodosius
of the Orthodox Church of America, His Eminence Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian,
prelate of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America, and Rabbi Friedman from
the New York Council of Rabbies.
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THE STANDING CONFERENCE OF
AMERICAN MIDDLE EAST CHRISTIAN
AND MOSLEM RELIGIOUS LEADERS

Englewood, New jersey — An urgent meeting of the Standing Conference of
American Middle East Christian and Moslem Religious Leaders was called to order
on Thursday, May 9, 1985, by the Chairman, His Eminence, The Most Reverend
Metropolitan PHILIP, at the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocesan
Chancery in Englewood, New Jersey. Discussed was the continuing tragedy and
devastation taking place in Lebanon. An appeal to the suffering people of Lebanon
was unanimously endorsed by all those present. In attendance were:

Metropolitan PHILIP, Chairman of the Standing Conference — Antiochian
Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America; Archbishop Joseph Tawil —
Melkite Greek Catholic Diocese of Newton; Archbishop Francis Zayek — Maronite
Catholic Diocese of St. Maron; Imam Mohammad Jawad Chirri — Islamic Center
of Detroit; Imam Talal Y. Eid — Islamic Center of New England; Archbishop
Athanasius Y. Samuel — Syrian Orthodox Diocese of America; Archbishop Mesrob
Ashjian — Armenian Apostolic Church of America; Mr. Sami Merhi — American
Druze Society; Bishop Antoun, Auxiliary — Antiochian Orthodox Christian
Archdiocese; His Excellency, Abdallah Bouhabib — Ambassador of Lebanon to
the USA (Guest); and four clergy aides, including Archpriest George S. Corey of
the Antiochian Archdiocese.

ORDINATIONS

Ordinations of accolytes, deacons, priests are the signals of a living and striving
Church and Community. They prove eloquently that the Church is a living
organism whfth is able to bring forth its own servants from within its own ranks.

As a dynamic example, we hereby report the following ordinations which have
taken place in Waukegan, Illinois; in Detroit, Michican and in Antelias, Lebanon.

On November 25, 1984, Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian ordained Dr. Arsen Mit-
chell Mekaelian and Mr. Sam Haroian sub-deacons, ourarageer, at St. Paul Arme-
nian Apostolic Church in Waukegan, Illinois. The Celebrant was Very Reverend
Arshavir Kapoujian, the recently appointed Dean of the Armenian Theological
Seminary in Antelias.

On March 10, 1985, Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian ordained Diran Kochyan Arch-
Deacon, Avak-Sargavak at St. Sarkis Armenian Apostolic Church of Dearborn,
Michigan. On the same day, Bob Haroutunian, Movses Shrikian and Greg Sarkis-
sian became Ourarageer, as Paul and Chris Yangouyian received the four orders
of Accolytes.

Traditionally, the Pentecost season is the ordination period at the Armenian
Theological Seminary. The Dean of the Seminary, Archbishop Datev Sarkissian,
ordained the graduates of the secondary section of the Seminary as Deacons. Two
special students were also prepared to become married priests. The ordination
was held on Sunday, the 10th of May, 1985. In the photo His Holiness Karekin
II Catholicos of Cilicia is flanked by the Dean of the Seminary and the members
of the administration as well as the newly ordained Deacons: Hovannes Tashjian,
Kevork Koyounian, Garo Parikian, Jean-Pierre Tchifjian, Nerses Mekaelian and
Hovannes Balkeorkian.

On June 16, 1985, Archbishop Datev Sarkissian ordained into celibate priesthood
one of the three graduats of the Theological Section of the Armenian Theological
Seminary, Archdeacon Nazareth Sarkissian. Archdeacon Nazareth was renamed
Fr. Shahan, in memory of one of the great teachers and philosophers of the
Theological Seminary, Shahan Berberian.

Our congratulations to all who are newly ordained and our warm prayers for
their fruitful services to the Church.

ANCIENT
AND CONTEMPORARY ARMENIA
FROM THE XIlll CENTURY B.C.
TILL XX CENTURY A.D.

PRE-PUBLICATION SUBSCRIPTION OFFER

CONTENTS:

e 24 pages of introduction

¢ 100 coloured plates in quadrichromic offset method besides black and
white.

e Painters ‘‘after nature’ and engravers of the VI to XX century before
the invention of Photoengraving (c/1880).

e Bibliographical list of 300 volumes and manuscripts relating to Arme-
nian history from 2750 B.C. till today.

* Texts in 4 languages: English, Arabic, Armenian and French.
e Format: 24 x 36 cm.

e Millboard bookbinding, bright coloured papers.

e Offer valid till 30/5/1985.

PARTIAL LIST OF PAINTERS AND ENGRAVERS

Bailly J. 1643
Clark |. ¢/1818
Dalvimart O. 1802
Duchanger 1707
Dupre L. ¢/1800
Holstein G. 1838

Langlois P. 1850
Lynch H.F. 1846
Morier James 1809
Texier Ch. 1838
Tournefort 1718
Vereschaguine B. 1888

ORDER FORM

Name __
Address

Phone =

Yes, please enter my subscription to the “Ancient and Contemporary
Armenia, From the Xlil Century Till XX Century A.D.”’” Enclosed
please find my check in the amount of U.S. $45.00. | understand that
after October first, 1985, the volume will cost U.S. $70.00.

Make checks payable to:
Armenian Apostolic Church of America
138 East 39th Street, New York, N.Y. 10016
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