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U.quun wqgbpp sn1Gh6 wyy wobp: Pp huypbGh hnnh pw wpdwn dqud,
qupqugud, wquun br wljwjv dnynnipyp, np wlYwyfwulnopkl wdtE op
b1 hmqup pbibpny hinnud & hp hngbinp ybwbfh, hp ghnujhG hwlwuph
wpunwjujnnphiGibpp — wyn dnnnyipy hwdwp hGfGhE wmdkGopbuy wol

Ubq 6wl hwjpbGwugnipy nt hwjpbGwljwpown bt «p gbwu pwpbjmging»
Gunwé vnljunmgnn dnnnoipnh hwdwp wqqwm, Jh6 Yowlnjph hunwpwlni-
phiGp hp nipngG o unpniGl JonphnipnG niGh:

.+« Upwynyph hunwpwlniphilp dh uprnugunun wnunul k, dh Ghy,
vh Yubs Ynynnqughl, wnbpu m wuqunwif, npytuqh Gpu dwjpulwl
wBnyy wwwnlbpp quppbh dbp hngnud, npytuqh Gpw oppniGfGbpp dbp
oppniGfGbphG, Gpw hnghG dbp hngniG, Gpw uhpwnp vbp upnhG jpouh hG-
sujku opopogh bpg, hbgutu dwjpwmlub Sbnbrh:
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READING IS A BLESSING

“Son of man, hear what I say to you: open your
mouth, and eat what I give you’’. And when I looked,
behold, a hand was stretched out to me, and, lo, a writ-
ten scroll was in it; and he spread it before me; and
it had writing on the front and on the back.

... ““Son of man, eat what is offered to you; eat this
scroll’”’. So I opened my mouth, and he gave me the
scroll to eat. And he said to me: ““Son of man, eat

this scroll, that I give you and fill your stomach with

it”. Then I ate it; and it was in my mouth as sweet
as honey”’.

[
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Yes! Books are for eating, not for exhibiting. They
are for spiritual and intellectual digestion, not for
visual ornamentation. Books are still the most power-
ful factor in the shaping of human life. In spite of con-
tinued predictions about the impending dominance of
audio-visual and electronic materials, I believe that the
printed word makes a stronger and more permanent
impact and can never be replaced.

Imagine a world without books. What a barren ex-
istence! From the beginning of the world, man could
not confine himself to oral expressions. Signs and sym-
bols became part of self-expression. From the earliest
hieroglyphic expressions to the alphabetical system
devised by the ancient Phoenicians, man created dif-
ferent forms of written expressions. In this sense, one
can say writing is as old as man himself.

In our Armenian heritage, from the pre-Christian
era we have had the tradition of religious script used
in the ancient temples dedicated to the pagan gods.
Of course, the creation of the Armenian alphabet by
St. Mesrob Mashtotz is the cornerstone of Armenian
history. In the beginning of the fifth century (406
A.D.), when the alphabet was presented to the Arme-
nian people, the entire country experienced a kind of
religious and national transfiguration. Indeed, there
is great significance in that the Armenians recognized
the fifth century as the Golden Age of their history.
If reflects the philosophy of the Armenian people,
recognizing the vital importance of the written word
in human life.

The more than 25,000 manuscripts, now in the
possession of the Armenian people in both Armenia
and the diaspora, that have survived the centuries of

_destruction, constitute only a small segment of a rich
heritage of the written works which the Armenians
considered their greatest possessions.

With the invention of the printing press, a new era
dawned in Armenian cultural history. In 1512 — just
sixty years after the invention of the printing press —
the Armenians printed their first book in Venice. Since
then, the printing press has never stopped wherever
Armenians live. Today, book production has reached
its highest rate in Yerevan, Armenia. In many coun-
tries in the diaspora, daily newspapers, periodicals and
books continue to add to the everincreasing heritage
of the written word in Armenian culture.

My young friends, I touch upon all this simply to
tell you how important and valuable books are in
human life and in our Armenian heritage. Here in the
United States I have been impressed and inspired by
the sight of people reading wherever they may be, not
only in schools, homes, and libraries but even in sub-
ways and buses. Reading, I believe is the inex-
tinguishable source of personal enrichment. Tell me
what books you read, and I’ll tell you who you are;
for books are the companions you choose and they
stay with you as long as you do not abandon them.

There were times in our immediate past history when
some of our forefathers could not read because they
did not have the opportunity to attend school. Today,
thank God, the rate of the literacy amongst Armenians
is very high. Reading has become an absolute must,
for it does to our minds what food and water does to
our bodies. It is my firm conviction that the caliber
of our people and the quality of our nation will become
higher still, if we become even more avid readers.

It is, therefore, imperative that our parents en-
courage their children to make reading an important
part of their lives. And the best example parents can
set, is by reading themselves. We must develop a sound
and solid policy of personal and group reading.

Archbishop Karekin Sarkissian

Extract from the preface of the book: ““RETRAC-
ING THE FOOTSTEPS OF OUR FOREFA-
THERS...,”’ published for the young peoplein U.S.A.
by the Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of
America.

A monument to St. Mesrob Mashdots in Etchmiadzin depic-
ting the inventor of the Armenian Alphabet and his
biographer Gorun. The monument, a work of Levon Tokma-
Jjian, was recently inaugurated on one of the squares of
Etchmiadzin.
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AN APPEAL FOR THE
STATUE OF LIBERY-ELLIS
ISLAND RESTORATION
PROJECT

September 11, 1985

Ten years ago in April, 1975 in celebration of the
60th Anniversary of the Armenian Martyrs, sixty sur-
vivors of the Genocide journeyed to the Statue of
Liberty, the ‘“Mother of Exiles’’, to present a silver
communion chalice, itself a survivor, to the Museum
of Immigration of Liberty Island as a token of
thanksgiving for the hope and security that America
gave them and countless others who survived the hor-
rors of 1915.

Imagine how, as immigrants, they felt — huddled
together on boats, many with just the clothes on their
backs, wide-eyed, wondering, praying, and suddenly,
a shout! They rush to the side of the boat entering New
York’s harbor and behold the Great Lady with the
Torch of Liberty in her hand welcoming them. How
many broke down and cried bitter-sweet tears at this
sight.

Today, the Statue of Liberty continues to be the
beacon of hope and promise of a new life for many
Armenians. We are grateful to God for this fact which
no Armenian-American can deny.

But today, our Great Lady as well as the immigra-
tion station on Ellis Island where some 17 million im-
migrants were processed from 1892 to 1954, is in need
of restoration. As the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island
approach their 100th birthdays, wind, rain, pollution,
salt water, and vandalism have eroded these
monuments. They need the help of all Americans to
save them and preserve them for future generations.

As many of you are aware, the Statue of Liberty-
Ellis Island Foundation with Lee Iacocca as its Chair-
man, has begun the process of restoration. Over $165
million has been raised toward the goal of $230
million. Thirty-one ethnic and religious organizations
have become official Liberty Leaders in the campaign
and their' tombined pledges total over $5 million.

The Executive Council of the Prelacy of the Arme-
nian Apostolic Church of America decided to take part
in the National Ethnic Campaign. Consequently, we
expressed to the Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Centen-
nial Commission, the Prelacy’s willingness and desire
to help in this noble and worthy cause with the intent
of pledging $50.000 to help in the restoration of Liber-
ty’s Light.

To quote Mr. Iacocca: ‘“‘Most people don’t feel that
they’re debt. They feel this is somethig they owe.
America has been good to them, and they want to put
something back.”’

As we begin our fund raising campaign, I sincerely
urge you to consider making a donation to help save
our Lady.

We have set up a Steering Committee under the
honorary Chaimanship of Mr. Mihran Guzelian and
Mr. J. Yervant Kouyoumjian, and headed by World
War II hero, Mr. Harry Kizirian to follow up the fund
raising campaign. We are sure that all Armenian-
Americans and especially our youth will take part in
this campaign inspired by the idea of freedom, the
great gift of God to Mankind.

Personalized Certificates of Appreciation will be
sent directly by the Foundation to all who contribute.
If you have already contributed please let us know so
that we can add your name to the roster of Armenian-
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OUTREACH

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian
Prelate
Mary Hamparian - Editor

OUTREACH (USPS 426-490) is published
monthly by the Prelacy of the Armenian
Apostolic Church of America, 138 East
39th Street,.New York, New York 10016,
(212) 689-7810. Unsolicited manuscript will
be considered for publication; please include
a stamped, self-addressed return envelope.
We reserve the right to edit articles in order
40 conform to space limitations. Signed ar-
ticles do not necessarily reflect the policy of
the Armenian Apostolic Church of America.
Send all correspondence to the above address
to the attention of the Editor. Printed in the
United States of America, Second class
postage paid at New York, N.Y. 10016.
Postmaster: Send address changes to
Outreach, 138 E. 39th St. New York, N.Y.
10016

American donors. Those of you who are considering let us be counted as a major contributor to America’s
a donation, please make checks payable to the Prelacy greatest symbol of freedom, hope and opportunity.

of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America. Add
note: Sons of Armenia-Liberty Campaign. Mail to the
Prelacy located at 138 E. 39th Street, New York, N.Y.
10016.

Again I urge you, my fellow Armenian-Americans,

Prayerfully,

ARCHBISHOP MESROB ASHIJIAN
PRELATE
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RESTORING WOMEN TO THEIR PROPER ROLE
IN THE ARMENIAN CHURCH

EDITORIAL NOTE

Last September, the Prelate ordained some twelve
young choir girls as acolytes at St. Gregory the II-
luminator Armenian Apostolic Church in
Philadelphia. Although it had potential, this ordina-
tion did not attract too much attention.

Under Forum, we hereby reprint an article by Yed-
vart Gulbekian from London, England, entitled
‘Restoring Women into the Proper Role in the Arme-
nian Church’. The article is accompanied by two pic-
tures which we are sure will be of unique interest to
our readers. One is taken in Istanbul and the other in
New Julfa.

The attempted genocide of the Armenians during
the first World War resulted in much more than the
loss of a large proportion of the Armenian nation, its
material culture, and the Armenian plateau, for the
chaos caused by murder, hunger, exposure, disease and
invasion severly disrupted the continuity of customs
and traditions, and stunted the proper development
of Armenian institutions during this century.

Fortunately, much of the musical heritage of
Armenia had been saved thanks to the selfless efforts
of Komitas Vardapet, and one significant folk epic,
Sasountsi Davit, had been committed to writing by
Bishop Garegin Srvandztyants in the 19th century, but
much else was irretrievably lost. In particular, the
church of Armenia suffered losses which undermined
its structure and theology in such a subtle manner as
to consign the pre-1915 situation to oblivion.

One of these victims, now submerged in the national
consciousness, was the ministry of women in the
church. It will certainly come as a surprise that such
a ministry existed at all, and one would have great dif-
ficulty in finding anyone living today who remembered
it from first-hand knowledge. Its existence was brought
to light in 1974 during an historical exhibition in
Teheran. This carefully prepared display of Armenian
costumes through the ages, which was later published
in book form, included the vestments of a 19th-century
Armenian deaconess from Constantinople. Yet, such
a significant item attracted little attention.

Women played an important role in the Christian
church in apostolic times and later. The Acts of the
Apostles mention several women who assisted Saint
Paul in his mission to the pagan world. The conver-
sion of Armenia is closely associated with the saints
Hripsime and Gayane, while that of neighboring
Georgia became common in the church. For instance,
the Cathedral of St. Sophia in Constantinople was
allotted 40 deaconesses in the 7th century.

It should be said that members of the diaconate are
fully ordained ministers (pashtonyay) of the church.
They may conduct services, baptize, marry and bury,
but since they are not priests they cannot celebrate the
eucharist. That deaconesses were not in minor orders,
as some have claimed, but members of the clergy is
indicated by the circumstances that they were ordain-
ed by bishops, by a rite similar to that for the ordina-
tion of men, and they were subject to the bishop’s
court. Deaconesses served in the orthodox churches
until the 12th century. The order was revived by the
Maronites in Lebanon in the 18th century, and by the
Roman Catholics earlier this century. But the church
of Armenia, which had women ministers until their
demise as a consequence of the action of the Ittihad
party during the first World War, has forgotten that
they ever existed.

The Kalfayan Orphanage which has been known by this
name since 1866, is run by the Kalfayan Orders’ nuns. In
this picture you can see an Armenian nun during the Offer-
tory of the Divine Liturgy. On the left we see another nun
with the censor and a young girl as candle bearer.

The ministry is not the only role which women may
fulfill in the church, for it is a widespread
misunderstanding that the vardapet, the doctor of the
church, is necessarily a priest. In fact, there is no such
requirement, and one can search the Kanonagqirg

By Yedvard Gulbekian

Hayots in vain for it. On the contrary, a study of an-
cient Armenian literature makes it perfecly clear that
the vardapets were not priests, and until 1915 did not,
in general, perform that function.

The medieval writer, Mkhitar Ayrivanetsi, listed the
orders of the church as follows: yepiskopos (bishop),
qahana (priest), sarkavag (deacon), dpir (clerk),
grakardats (lector), saghmosasats (chorister). The var-
dapet does not appear in the hieranchy, and correctly
50, since that calling belongs to an altogether different
one, defined by the apostle Paul: apostles, prophets,
vardapets, powers, healers, etc. (I. Corinthians, XII:
28).

This being the case, there can be no objetion to
women of a proper spiritual and academic standard
studying in the theological seminaries and graduating
as vardapets of the church. What is more, even the
conservative Roman Catholic Church has accepted the
validity of this view as part of its attempt to pull itself
into the 20th century before the 21st is upon us. Pope
Paul VI elevated two women to the doctorate of the
church in 1970.

Ernest Holtzer is a household name in New Julfa, Iran. Born
in 1836 in Prussia, he came to Iran with the English
Telegraphic Company and married an Armenian girl nam-
ed Mariam in Tehran. For several years he lived and work-
ed in Isphahan where he produced a wealth of pictures which
were displayed in 1976 in Iran.

This picture shows a few nuns of the St. Catherine’s Order
in New Julfa, Isphahan. The nun with a staff is the Mother
Superior Mariam. On the right is a deaconess.

When the nuns stepped out of the convent they wore the
‘vehgar’. This is a rare picture showing the use of ‘veghar’
by Armenain nuns.

The late Nicolas Zernov, a prolific writer on church
affairs, wrote in 1939 how impressed he had been when
personally present at the eucharist in the Armenian
church of St. Stephen in Tiflis ‘‘where a woman
deacon fully vested brought forward the chalice for
the communion of the people.’’ The heritage of Arme-
nian deaconesses, destroyed by the Iftihad party,
should now be revived, and the Armenian seminaries
should be opened to women, as they would have been
in the normal course of events had the disaster of 1915
not taken place.

RICHARD YARDUMIAN
VICTIM OF MASSIVE HEART ATTACK

The tragic death of the famous composer, Richard
Yardumian, was not only a blow to his family and
friends but also to the entire world of music.

Although entirely self-taught in music orchestration,
Richard Yardumian produced musical compositions
that were one of a kind both in beauty and in-
novativeness. Some of his earlier famous works are
Armenian Suite, and Desolate City.

His last performance which became his swan song
was the ORATORIO ‘““NUVARSAG’’ which he was
commissioned to compose for the October 1985 con-
cert on the occasion of the 1500th Anniversary of the
Nuvarsag Treaty. This concert was celebrated under
the auspices of the Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic
Church of America.

Mr. Yardumian’s requiem service was held on Satur-
day, August 17th at the Lord’s New Church at 3.15
p.m. A memorial service followed at which hundreds
were present. His Eminence, Archbishop Mesrob Ash-
jian sent a delegation comprised of: Very Rev.
Anoushavan Tanielian, Archpriest Arsen Hagopian,
and Mr. and Mrs. Nazareth Emlikian.

Mr. Yardumian’s death has left a gap in the lives
of many, however, we can take comfort in his music
through which he continues to live.



FIRST NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
AN EXPERIENCE OF INSPIRATION

Stony Point Center located in Stony Point, N.Y.,
was the site for the First Annual National Conference
on Christian Education on the weekend of September
13-15, sponsored by the Armenian Religious Educa-
tion Council of the Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic
Church of America. Representatives came from Los
Angeles, Fresno, Montreal, Washington D.C., Racine,
Chicago, Detroit, Boston, Philadelphia, North An-
dover, Providence, Worcester, Springfield, Hartford,
New York and New Jersey.

The excitement began Friday evening when represen-
tatives prepared to celebrate ‘“The Eve of the Exalta-
tion of the Holy Cross’’. This mysterious and
mesmerizing vigil captured everyone’s attention as
Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, Prelate of the Eastern
Prelacy of the United States and Canada, led the
service.

Following the service, Archbishop Ashjian
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welcomed the participants, and gave an inspirational
message on the meaning of the Cross.

Highlighting the close of the evening, the well
known entertainers, Jack Baghsarian and John
Berberian exhilarated the group with a musical presen-
tation of a more spiritual flavor. The enthusiasm grew
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Celebrating ‘‘The Eve of the Ex.altation of the Holy Cross”’

as the audience joined in by clapping and singing along
to the music. One participant remarked, ‘I never knew
there were so many people committed to Christian
Education. I feel we are going to learn more than we
expected.”’

A prayer service commenced Saturday’s agenda to
prepare the hearts of the participants. Archdeacon
Aram Stepanian, member and adivsor to A.R.E.C.,
began the first general session by presenting ‘“The Pur-
pose of Christian Education’’. Aram discussed the
reasons of the source behind our goals to educate
parish communities on the faith and doctrine of our
church.

Following the general session, two elective
workshops were offered simultaneously. The first
workshop, ‘‘Christian Outreach in Your Communi-
ty’’ by Rev. Antranig Baljian, chairman of A.R.E.C.
and pastor of St. Gregory’s Church in Indian Orchard,
Mass., presented answers on how to face the problems
and spiritual needs of parish communities. The second
workshop, ‘‘How to Have an Effective High School

Denise Arakelian, Executive Director of A.R.E.C.,
welcoming the participants

Ministry and Youth Outreach’’, by Mary Alice Kalous-
tian of Fresno, Calif., discussed the importance of
understanding the characteristics and needs of this age
group.

Frequent opportunities gave time during the weekend
to visit the Conference Exhibits with over 15 booths,
displaying many teaching and resource materials. The
spirit of interest, motivated the participants to break
up into groups on their own and have several round-
table discussions on such topics as, ‘“‘How to Deepen
the Comprehension of the Badarak”’, ‘“The Spiritual
Significance of our Church”’’, etc. ...

After lunch, the program resumed with general ses-
sion #2 on the topic of ‘‘Time-Management and
Organization’’, by Stepan Piligian of Indian Orchard,
Mass., who presented the concept of time-management
by organizing your inner spiritual world with God, and
establishing an understanding of Him. Citing examples
and a time-table, Stepan concluded that in order to
set our goals and priorities, we must understand God’s
calling and will for our lives or else the consequences
will be, constant conflict with the inner self and denial
of the peace that only Jesus Christ can offer.

The last general session of the day was given by Very
Reverend Anoushavan Tanielian of the Catholicosate
of Cilicia, who discussed the “‘Importance of Prayer’.

The message brought forth an understanding that, as
Christians, our spirits should be continually seeking
to grow closer to God and to be in union with Him.

One of the two last workshops of the evening was
on ‘““The Sacraments as a Source of Teaching and
Spiritual Growth”’, presented by Ted Isaacs, Director
of Christian Education of the Western Prelacy. This
workshop presented the seven sacraments, their

significance, and how it relates to our lives together

by Denise Arakelian

with Jesus Christ and with one another. ‘‘Creative
Teaching Ideas on the Armenian Church Calendar and
Feast Days’’, was the subject of the second workshop
offered by two inspiring women from California,
Angela Matewosian and Mary Alice Kaloustian, who
suggested many ways in which to create better
understanding, enthusiasm and positive learning ex-
periences for children and adults on the church calen-
dar and feast days.

The first Sunday morning workshop entitled
‘‘Developmental Christian Education’ was offered by
Barbara Berberian, Vice-Chairperson of A.R.E.C. and
Armenian Church Curriculum Developer. Barbara

Soha Kludjian presenting
‘““Armenian Church Arts and Crafts”

presented an insightful look at the spiritual readiness
and age-characteristics of Sunday School students, in-
tegrating it with the use of the Armenian Church Cur-
riculum. ‘‘Armenian Church Arts and Crafts’’ was the
topic for the second workshop offered by Zabelle Pos-
tian, a member of A.R.E.C. and Armenian Church
Arts and Crafts Coordinator, and Sona Kludjian, ar-
tist and instructor of art.

As the edifying weekend came to a close, it was ap-
parent that the participants were inspired to take their
gifts, hope and vitality back to their church com-
munities with more than just information, but with
a spirit of understanding and knowledge of applica-
tion so that others may grow from this experience.
Most importantly, the goal and prayer of A.R.E.C.
was fulfilled by the power and inspiration of God, for
all to take home the wisdom, love, hope and peace that
only the Holy Spirit can give to everyone whose faith
is in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. In order to suc-
ceed in educating our people, the faith and doctrine
of the Armenian Apostolic Church and the Word of
God must be passed on.

Teaching tapes on any of the lectures or workshops
of the Conference weekend are available by contac-
ting Denise Arakelian, Executive Coordinator of
A.R.E.C. at I38 E. 39th Street, N.Y., N.Y. 10016 or
Dhone, (212) 689-4481, for a contribution of only $2.00
per tape.

OCTOBER
ARMENIAN CULTURAL MONTH

BOOKFAIR

DATE:
Friday, October 11, 1985 8 pm - 10 pm
Saturday, October 12, 1985 10 am - 10 pm

Sunday, October 13, 1985 12 noon - 4 pm

LOCATION:

STS VARTANANTZ ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH,
461 Bergen Blvd. Ridgefield, N.J. Tel.: (201) 943-2950

SPONSORED BY:
THE PRELACY BOOKSTORE

October being Armenian Cultural Month, the Prelacy Bookstore is
Organizing a special Bookfair for the Armenian Community.

A diverse selection of books about history, culture, literature, religion,
music, art, language and cooking, both in Armenian and English will
be available. A wide selection of Armenian records and cassettes will
also be at hand to the delight of music lovers.

A special corner will display children’s story books and educational
material.

Everyone is invited and all will surely find something to please. Make
this a day, for family and friends to find and share this treasure chest
of books.



