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For centuries, the Datev Monastery in Soviet
Armenia was a center of spritual ‘rayonnement’ for
the Armenian people. However, the earthquake of
1925 delivered a great blow which led to the collapse
of this monastic complex.

Fortunately, the Armenian Government at present
is spending millions of rubles to renovate, not only
the Cathedral of Datev and other surrounding
buildings, but also in repaving and enlarging the road
leading to Datev. This road is carved through an ex-
panse of awe-inspiring, rough and harsh terrain.

We are reprinting here a rendering of a mural depic-
ting the angels as they sing the good tidings to the
shephards of the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ.

_—-————————
THE ARMENIAN CALENDAR

As, by the Grace of God, we are entering a new vear,
it might interest our readers to know something about
the calendar the Armenians used in olden times.

Armenian sources give scanty information about
Armenian computing systems. Movses of Khoren, our
first historian, tells of Ardashes I (B.C. 189-160) who
gave order to the Armenian Calendar System .

However, long before Ardashes I the Armenians had
their own system of computing time. Our pagan
forefathers, for example, used the solar system as a
guide to telling time. This method continued up to the
recent centuries as can be seen on the walls of many
a church in Armenia.

The oldest Armenian Calendar Year is the one nam-
ed after Haig. According to Father Ghevont Alishan
the victory of Haig over Bel occurred in 2492 B.C. on
Navasart I, August 11th. If you would like to know
the Armenian date today you must add 1986 to 2492
which will bring you to the beginning of the existence
of our venerable nation, 4478 B.C.!

According to the old Armenian Calendar, the year
was divided into twelve months of thirty days each,
and a thirteenth month of five days called ‘Haveliatz’.
The names of these months were: Navasart, Horee,

(Cont. on page 2)
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SOMEDAY THERE WILL BE
A REAL CHRISTMAS

The world each year is reminded of Christmas
in an outburst of generosity toward kin folk and
friends. But the gifts mostly are of material
things. The voice of the spiritual is rarely heard
above the din of the crowd. We recite the rituals,
but do we fulfill the words which speak the true
creed?.

“This is an age of decaying morals and of
crass materialism. The prophets of old have been
silenced ...

‘““Someday there will be a real Christmas ...
But the real Christmas will never come through
the electric display of slogans or the myriads of
tinseled trees exhibited along our thoroughfares
... Someday there will be a REAL
CHRISTMAS.”

There is a definite note of pathos in this
editorial of ““U.S. NEWS AND WORLD
REPORT, by David Lawrence (1955). Some
thing is missing in the celebration of this land-
mark holiday, Lawrence observes, because there
is little substantial change which occurs. Secular
materialism maintains its strangle hold on socie-
ty. So in the thick of the seasonal activities,
wistfully eyeing the future or nostalgically cling-
ing to the past, we promise ourselves that some-
day, someday there will be a real Christmas.
Could there ever be a real Christmas? When will
it happen if people procrastinate and rationalize,
excusing themselves from the claims of Jesus
Christ Who came to bring joy and peace, to free
us from the bondage of sin? He came to make
things right. He came to offer the solution for
the needs of this broken world. But people are
not finding that solution because they are not
turning to Jesus. Only when there is time for
Him, when people turn to Christ as the Lord,
will there be a real Christmas.

THE ARMENIAN CALENDAR

(Cont. from page 1)

Sahmee, Dereh, Kaghotz, Aratz, Mehegan, Arek,
Ahegan, Marery, Markatz, Heroditz, Haveliatz.

More interestingly, each day of the month had a
special name, each of which were taken from
Armenia’s numerous localities and divinities. These
names were: Arek, Hrant, Aram, Markar, Ahrank,
Maztegh, Asdghig, Mihr, Tzobaper, Mourtz,
Yerezgan, Ani, Barkhar, Vanadoor, Aramazt, Mani,
Asag, Massis, Anahit, Arakadz, Kerkour, Gortouik,
Dzemag, Lousnag, Tzeron, Nebad, Vahakn, Sim,
Varak and Kisheravar.

Our forefathers went even further than that. They
divided the day into 24 equal sections giving each sec-
tion a name. The names of the daytime hours were:
Ayk, Dzayk, Dzayratzial, Djarakaytial, Sharavighial,
Yergrades, Shantagogh, Heragat, Hourpaylial,
Taghantial, Arakod and Arpogh. The night time hours
on the other hand were: Khavaroug, Aghchamoughch,
Metatzial, Shaghavod, Gamavod, Pavagan,
Havatapial, Keghag, Loussadjem, Aravod,
Loussapayl and Payladzoo.

As someone well versed in the Armenian language
will discover, these names are not only names of hours
but describe the actual physical state of the day such
as the position of the sun, the temperature, etc ...

The Armenians continued to use this calendar until
they followed the universal Julian Calendar, but in the
6th Century A.D. they decided to have their own calen-
dar to further accentuate their independence from
other nations. The new era started on July 11 in 552
A.D. All manuscripts and church inscriptions have
used this computing system, therefore, whenever we
come across an Armenian date with Armenian letters
we have to add 551 to get the equivalent in the Chris-
tian era. For example the year 1986 is nothing but 551
added to 1435.

Finally, in 1924 the Armenians started to use the new
Gregorian Calendar System which, by that time, was
adopted by almost all the world starting from the year
1583 when it was reformed by Pope Gregory of Rome.
Now, there is a difference of 13 days between the
Julian and Gregorian calendars, and there are still dif-
ferent ways to compute the date of Easter. It so hap-
pens that in 1986 we will celebrate Easter on March
30th while some people such as the Greeks, Russians,
Armenians in Greece and Armenians in Jerusalem will
celebrate Easter on May 4th. Confusing? Perhaps, but
still it is admirable that man, the crown of the Crea-
tion, has been able to master the concept of time which
made him appreciate its value, and as the Bible says:
“‘See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but
as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil.”
(Ephesians 5:15-16).
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Help Support

Armenian Prelacy

Programs
In the 10th Annual Raffle

For Prelacy Building Renovation

Participate in the Armenian Prelacy’s 10th
Anniversary Raffle and contribute to its
Building Renovation Program. Raffle pro-
ceeds will support major improvements,
including:

Ve

e Expanded Reception Hall/First Floor
e New Exhibit Hall
e Expanded Book Store and Gift Shop

e Expanded St. Nerses Shnorhali Research

Library, housing up to 10,000 volumes

e Better office facilities for all Prelacy
Departments

These efforts will enhance the Prelacy’s com

munity image while creating better facilities
to serve you.

10th Annual Raffle

’ 3rd Prize
Prize

> Drawing on Saturday,
February 8th, 1986

National Chairman
MR. GEORGE KRIKORIAN
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A PEOPLE‘S CULTURE

The Paregentan VI Weekend, which will take place between February 7th and
9th, promises to be a most entertaining event when all guests and participants will
enjoy the hospitality of our Worcester Community. The ad you see in this paper
and all others you may have already seen elsewhere provide you with details about
the events planned for this special occasion. It is a winter rendevouz that definite-
Iy should not be missed!

Among several groups to offer programs during the weekend is the ‘SIPAN
DANCE GROUP’. We are, therfore, reprinting an article that recently appeared
in the Christian Science Monitor about them.

As intricate music unwinds from a tape recorder, young women move to the
corners of the stage. In their floor-length rose dresses, veils, and flat, crownlike
hats, they move steadily, without a rustle. But their hands pluck and fly and glide
with varying degrees of grace, and they keep an eye on them, as if they were writing
or painting in the air.

The men are dressed in Cossack-style pants, soft boots, and white satin shirts.
They take their turn, teasing the women, stomping in a line, or going solo.

This is the Sipan Dance Group, finishing up the Worcester Art Museum’s
summer-long festival of Armenian culture.

But these dances weren’t handed down, as one might expect, from past genera-
tions to those on the stage. The dancers learned their repertoire by watching
videotapes of the State Ensemble of Soviet Armenia. Hagop Kesheshian, a specialist
in choreographing ethnic dance for groups like Sipan, showed the members the
tapes and then taught them the dances.

‘I cannot say everything is really 100 percent Armenian,”” Mr. Kesheshian said.
‘““You have to change.”” For example, he explained, ‘‘I don’t like slow dances.
People today like fast things. That’s what people ask for.”” And that’s what they
get from the State Ensemble of Soviet Armenia, and from Kesheshian and the
Sipan group, though traditional Armenian dance is slower.

Of course, any folk dance is changed when it goes from being a dance you do

Photo: taken at Prelacy, Saturday 11/16/85 includes Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian with
members of the Prelacy Executive Council, representatives from St. Hagop Armenian
Apostolic Church from Racine, Wisconsin and members of the Prelacy Auditing Committee.

Saturday, November 16th was a busy day for the Executive Council of the Prelacy
of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America. In addition to their scheduled
meeting the Council members met with other groups for discussions.

The 1986 Prelacy Raffle Committee members, with National Chairman, George
Krikorian, defined the status of the raffle sales program to date.

St. Hagop Armenian Apostolic Church of Racine, Wisconsin, represented by
a delegation from the Board of Trustees, met with the Council members as well.

Later, the Auditing Committee of the Prelacy reviewed the status of the finan-
cial statement for the 70th Anniversary Commemorative Committee with the Coun-
cil members. The Prelacy Auditing Committee will issue a statement to the
newspapers shortly.

By Maggie Lewis

with friends to being performed for an audience, Susan Lind-Sinanian points out.
Ms. Lind-Sinanian teaches traditional Armenian dance and researches old dances.
She explained that the type of dancing the Sipan dancers do in their shows is one
of three forms Armenian dance has taken since 1915, when many Armenians were
killed or scattered from their homeland:

e Party dancing, a mixture of American and Armenian dance done by teenagers
in the 1950s, is still evolving.

e Stage dancing by groups around the country is based on the State Ensemble of
Soviet Socialist Republic which systematize the dance and teach how to break it
down and recombine it. The same process is applied to Hungarian and Polish folk
dance, and all three come out with a great deal of Russian influence.

® Traditional Armenian dance, brought to this country by survivors of the 1915
killings, is much more subtle, she says.

The Sipan Dance Group was formed in 1983 to welcome Karekin II, the Holy
See of Antilias, who was visiting from Lebanon that year.

When young people in the Armenian Holy Trinity Apostolic Church of
Worcester began getting the group together, Mrs. Ardemis Teshoian saw how much
work they were doing and formed a committee to help them. She designed their
costumes and now acts as business manager and agent. Women from the church
sew the costumes. The group now has a 400-piece wardrobe. Its repertoire of more
than 20 dances was amplified this summer when 12-year-old Lucine Hagopian
traveled with her family to Soviet Armenia to visit relatives and learned some dances
from a group there.

Garo Bekiarian, a dancer whose father is the priest of the church, says he is
not just in it for the dancing, ‘“It’s a cultural thing. ...After church we dance,
we get together, we tell jokes.”’

Sitting in Mrs. Teshoian’s living room after the show, they talk in Armenian
and English, nibble on snacks she brings out on platters, do each other’s dances,
and occasionally break out in song. Only three members of the group grew up
in Worcester. The others come from Cyprus, Jordan, Iraq, Syria, and Lebanon.

The Prelacy of the
Armenian Apostolic Church of America
Presents:

PAREGENTAN VI (MARDI GRAS) v
Weekend of February 7-9, 1986 o
WORCESTER MARRIOTT HOTEL, MASS

TREAT YOURSELF TO A PLEASANT WEEKEND
JOIN FELLOW ARMENIANS IN CELEBRATING THE
TRADITIONAL ARMENIAN PAREGENTAN

Weekend Activitles:

® Art Exhibit - Works of the late Vava Khatchadourian, Sumbat Kiureghian and
Yevkine Yepremian-de Greef.

® Book Fair

® Armenian Video - Kikor, Color of Pomegranade, Anoush, Yergir Nayiri,

= \ Bedjegh meh Anoush Seerd, Taghaganeen Gunigue, Gedor meh Yergink, Ooj

w, yev Yeridasartoutioun. )

® Slpan Dance and Theatre Groups, - Holy Trinity Church.

® Armenian Wedding in Moush, Western Armenia - Choreography: Gary
& Suzan Lind-Sinanian.

St P ® Saturday Night Dance - John Berberian and Carnig Mikitarian Ensemble

- l.“ gk a and Sevan Band of Boston. Masqurade Ball, prize for most original costume.

— H'F Only $15.00 per person or one free admission for $100 Raffle Ticket holders.

ﬂlw @ Dinner & Dance, $35.00
ok {5 ® Prelacy Raffle Drawing
N3
o I,
. . F u Participation Fee: $159.00 per person
/ $199 per couple (and $75 for triple occupancy)

GET INTO THE CARNIVAL SPIRIT,
BRING YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS AND ENJOY FEASTS AND FELLOWSHIP

PAREGENTAN VI (MARDI GRAS) WEEKEND
February 7, 8, 9, 1986; Worcester Marriott Hotel, Massachusetts
(Reservation Deadline January 15, 1986)

Date.

Naume. Phone

City ____ State _ Zip
Please reserve_ rooms double occupancy. Enclosed [1$25 deposit for each person.
8199 for full payment. (J$75 additional for triple occupancy.

(OCheck here for $100 Raffle Ticket if desired.

Make checks payable to: Armenian Apostolic Church of America, AND MAIL TO:
Holy Trinlty Armenian Apostolic Church, 635 Grove Street, i.c..nm—o_.. MA 01615

Address

QUESTION AND ANSWER

Q. What is the source of the division of the day in-
to 24 hours, each containing 60 minutes?

A. The night appears to have been divided first, by
the ancient Egyptians. The Egyptians, according to
Prof. Owen Gingerich, a historian of science at Har-
vard University, divided the heavens into intervals of
10 degrees of arc, making it possible to squeeze 12
hours, each of 10 degrees, into the shortest ‘night.
When the day also became divided, the hours of night
and day were of unequal length, as ancient people
knew well, and the system of so-called ‘‘unequal
hours,”’ 12 each for night and day, lasted well into the
Middle Ages, co-existing with another reckoning of the
‘‘equal hours.”’ The minute first appeared as a division
of the hour, Dr. Gingerich says, about A.D. 1320, in
Paris editions of the so-called Alfonsine Mean Motion
Tables, sponsord by King Alfonso the Wise of Spain.
But the idea of the minute was implicit all the time
in a method of reckoning used by early astronomers.
They employed a system of sexagesimal fractions, first
devised by the Babylonians, based on successive
powers of 60 and offering computational advantages
over natural fractions, much as our decimal system

does. Any unit could be divided into 60 parts; these
were called in Latin ‘‘partes minutae primae,”” or ““first
very small parts,”” yielding the word ‘‘minute’’ -in
English and other modern European languages. A
minute in turn could be, and eventually was, divided
into 60 ‘‘partes minutae secundae,’’ hence the word
“‘second.”’
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The National Commemorative Committee Presents

Remembrance & Hope

A 6 Volume Eleven-Hour COLOR VIDEOTAPE (VHS) Series of the National Gathering of Survivors

VOLUME 1
Length: 2 hours
$39.95

Parts 1 and 2

THE LECTURES OF DR. RICHARD G. HOVANNISIAN
PROFESSOR OF HISTORY, UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
AT LOS ANGELES

Part 1. "“The Armenian Question and the Trial of Turkish War
Criminals

Part 2. “The Armenian Genocide: Turkish Admissions and
Denials’

1. Or03. F. BMLLBLLEUBLYR 2089 MBULIOUNR-
PRhULVEPE - {wjjuljwl 8bquuwmbniphilp by Foupf
Auvnwupwlunnnibpnr Tunp: 2 dwd, U.Gqbptt:

April 24-28, 1985, Washingtron, D.C.

VOLUME 3
Length: 2 hours
$49.95

Parts 1 and 2

COMMEMORATIVE CONCERT: SONGS AND DANCES

Part 1. Hamazkain Chorale of Toronto, Canada.
Edik Hovsepian, Conductor

Part 2. Hamazkain Ani Folk Dance Ensembie of Los Angeles,
California.
Choreographers: Susie Tarpinian-Parsegian
Yeghia Hasholian

fh 8. TSLUNRAULEPY bIFBUNS
binyp Youlb@wd® Popnlpnjh <iwduqquihh»
bpggwlunulpp, pbywympatpbudp® byhly Bnduthinath

by Lou BG8bjpufp <U.8h> gqupujunidpp, ghljm]wpni-
pbudp' Upigh Mtwpphlbwl-Pwpubnbulh b Bnhw
Lwpojbmbh: 2 dunl:

VOLUME 2 VOLUME 4
Length: 1 hour Length: 2 hours
$29.95 $49.95
Armenian only Parts 1 and 2

PICTORIAL PRESENTATION OF ARMENIAN LANDS AND
ARCHITECTURE \
DR. ARMEN HAGHNAZARIAN &

EVENING OF TRIBUTES AND ARLINGTON NATIONAL
CEMETERY CEREMONIES

Part 1. Tribute to the Survivors of the Armenian Genocide V.I.P.
Reception — H.E. Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian,

2. 80LF. UIrUTY AUI0LU2ULIB0Y Ul OUR UFbh-
Honorable George Deukmejian, Governor of California

TeSbly AUBUUSLUP UBUhY - bphhp, 2o,
Lwylmlml dwpnwpuybnoiphil: 1 dud, Jwgbpbl: Part 2. Ceremonies at Arlington National Cemetery
— Planting trees at Argonne Cross

— Ecumenical services at the Amphitheater

P 4. 3U.rAL VLR TUCULMN3E b MUShh AGrBLALNL YR
roh%. BPLhBURCUP 26rEAUTLLUSU Y JURBRL
U.. Uwu. duwphbpnjp MuuwphGyppbh Fpbytlopl Zei-h dky:
bnjp §'nLGbGwb’ Ubupny Upf. Upbbwb, Gup) Bg-
Guinip, Anpf Skofukibwb by nipppGbp:
A. Twu. UpmhGyppth Thphqiubmnnb hoonfp: dunwnblynud
bt ngblnsfwl wpwpngoupheb

———— e

VOLUME 5

Length: 2 hours
$49.95

Armenian and English

THE SURVIVORS’ FORUM

A compilation of two days of Survivors’ testimonies from per-
sons who gathered from throughout the United States, Canada,
Europe and Australia.

O 5. AHrOIrNLLONIE Ut POUML:
Udbphlpnyh br FwBwnwjh wwppbp fuquflbptd,
bpuluwm;tl, Vrunpuwjpugkl Miwyhyppld huiofouad
Jbpuwypnn@bpp Yp jhob8 Ubd bybnlp by Bap ubpn 8-
1h8 Yp fhojowlgbl hpblg Guwlp:
2 dunf, Zuwbpk@ by U.Gqbpka:

i8lp el VOLUME 6
- : m : ULE” Length: 2 hours
_ YO g $59.95

70TH ANNIVERSARY SOUVENIR PROGRAM
A comprehensive videotape which encompasses the events of
April 24-28, 1985 in Washington, D.C.

A 6: APUALAYTEMNR NRBLChVURLYELY
PRI RAIAR1E T
B8hownwbh wju wbuwlbphqp, 2 dwdniml fky
Ywdthnht hwphbhppbh wgphbwb hhlg wGdenwmbuh
opbpp, Fwlyptuh wnopfta Lhlsbr UphGYyppbh jor-
qhs huvmfp:
2 dud, 2mybpka by V.Gqibpka:

Detach and‘*mail to: NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE COMMITTEE
- 138 East 39th Street
New York, N.Y. 10016

Please check:
O Please send me the following videotapes which | have indicated and for which | enclose payment.

O Please send as a gift(s) the videotapes which | have indicated and for which | enclose payment.

EACH QNTY. COST
Vol. 1 The Lectures of Dr. Richard G. Hovannisian $ 39.95 $
Vol. 2 Armenia: Land and Architecture 29.95
Vol. 3 Commemorative Concert: Songs & Dances 49.95
Vol. 4 Evening of Tributes - Arlington National Cemetery 49.95
Vol. 5 The Survivors’ Forum 49.95
Vol. 6 70th Anniversary Souvenir Program 59.95
(Cost for 6 videotapes, purchased separately) 279.70
$30.00 savings for full series package 250.00
Sub Total $__
Plus: Postage and Handling costs $3.00 for first videotape,
$1.00 for each additional tape Postage: $
(Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery) Total Remittance: $
Check payable to: ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH OF AMERICA
Name Phone
Street City/State Zip Code

TO SEND GIFTS:
Name
Address

Volume Nos.

Name
Address

Volume Nos.

Name
Address

Volume Nos.

Name
Address

Volume Nos.




THE ARMENIAN CHURCH:
CHANGING CONSTANT

On Saturday, December 7, 1985 the first of three
scheduled Board of Trustees Regional Seminars were
held at All Saints’ Armenian Apostolic Church, Gln-
view, Illinois.

Present at this session were the Prelate, Members
of the Executive Council, Pastors, Delegates and
Board of Trustee Members from All Saints’ Armenian
Apostolic Church of Glenview, Illinois; St. Sarkis
Armenian Apostolic Church of Dearborn, Michigan,
St. Paul Armenian Apostolic Church of Waukegan,
Illinois; St. Hagop Armenian Apostolic Church of
Racine, Wisconsin.

The Board of Trustees and the Ladies’ Guild of All
Saints Armenian Apostolic Church offered a warm
welcome to all and the Seminar began at 10:00 a.m.
with Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian offering a prayer
and greeting the participants.

Mr. Nerses Chitjian, Reverend Sempad Der Mksian
and Chairman Dikran Solakian addressed the au-
dience. Mr. Michael Najarian, Seminar Moderator,
discussed the program for the meeting.

Reverend Dr. Gorun Shrikian, keynote speaker of
the Seminar, offered a most interesting presentation
on the theme ‘“The Armenian Church in a Changing
Time.”’

Participants in the Regional Seminar for Board of Trustees,
Saturday, December 7, 1985 at All Saints’ Armenian
Apostolic Church.

Groups were formed wherein the participants
discussed the case studies as prepared by Moderator
Michael Najarian. These group discussions were
followed by a plenary session which proved to be most
interesting and educational to those in attendance.

The remaining scheduled Board of Trustees
Regional Seminars will take place on January 18, 1986
in Providence, Rhode Island at Sts. Vartanantz Arme-
nian Apostolic Church and again on February 15, 1986
in Ridgefield, New Jersey at Sts. Vartanantz Arme-
nian Apostolic Church.

MR. ONNIC MARASHIAN,
FORMER CHAIRMAN E.C.,
‘GETS AWARD

'

Onnic Marashian, editor-in-chief of Platt’s Oilgram
News in New York, received the Milburn Petty Award
for outstanding journalistic achievement from the
Association of Petroleumn Writers at the group’s an-
nual dinner in San Francisco held in conjunction with
the annual meeting of the American Petroleum
Institute.

The Petty Award, named in honor of the founding
editor of The Oil Daily is presented to an energy jour-
nalist in recognition of his career accomplishments.
Marashian is the 18th recipient of the award.

Marashian has been editor-in-chief of Platt’s
Oilgram News since 1973 and a petroleum journalist
for over 30 years — in the Middle East, London,
Washington and New York.

Marashian began as a stringer-correspondent in
Cairo, Egypt, for The Christian Science Monitor, the
North American Newspaper Alliance and McGraw-
Hill publications, including Business Week and the
now-defunct Petroleum Week. In 1957, he establish-
ed McGraw-Hill’s first Middle East news bureau in
Beirut. He was acting bureau chief of McGraw-Hill
World News in London (1961) before being transfer-
red in 1962 to Washington, D.C., as chief of the oil
reporting unit of the McGraw-Hill World News bureau
there. He became bureau chief of Platt’s Oilgram
News in Washington when Platt’s set up its own
newsgathering operation there in 1969.

OUTREACH congratulates Mr. Marashian on
behalf of its readers and on behalf of the Armenian
Community.
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THOUGHTS AND IMPRESSIONS OF THE

FIFTH ANNUAL SENIOR
YOUTH RETREAT

As the 1985 Senior Youth Retreat came to a close
on Sunday, November 24, 1985 on beautiful Nar-
ragansett Bay in Warwick, Rhode Island, a true sense
of ‘““Family and Friends’’ had been established and the
unique bond of love that was created amongst all,
made it harder to depart from one-another. To give
you an idea of the impact the retreat had on the lives
of these young Armenian adults, the following
paragraphs are excerpts from letters that were written
to Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian from the retreat par-
ticipants.

The retreat participants by scenic Narragansett Bay

““I want to thank you from the bottom of my heart
for the blessed retreat. The lectures and the fellowship
among Christians was just great. The harvest is plen-
ty but the workers are few, but thanks to these retreats,
the work force of Christ is increasing. So, I really want
to thank you for allowing this much needed spiritual
feeding in the Armenian Church.”’

Bayside, Queens

““It was such a joy and blessing to be sharing, lear-
ning and worshipping with Armenian believers. The
Lord showed me that the basic fundamental truths that
we profess in the Nicene Creed, I agree to 100% per-
cent. So, you can imagine my emotional feelings at
the retreat and the Badarak at St. Vartanantz. But
above all, I must put on love. To this, there is no com-
promise ... which leads me to extend my deepest ap-
preciation for giving me the chance to attend such
activities.”’

Racine, Wisconsin

‘“It was absolutely fantastic!! For years, the young
Christian Armenians have been asking to learn more
about the church, its doctrine and the position that
the Armenian church takes and you have provided us
with exactly what we wanted. Thank you.”

The knowledge learned at these retreats is
phenomenal, but another important aspect that can-
not be denied is the opportunity to meet and share with
other committed Armenians. The friendships made
during these retreats are one that will be treasured for
a lifetime. I thank you from the bottom of my heart
... that I may grow, learn and understand God’s
Word.”

Arlington, Massachusetts

““This is simply to express how much I enjoyed be-
ing part of the retreat. I have returned to ‘“the world”’
feeling refreshed and sure about issues touched upon.
The time gave a chance to listen, learn, reassess, and
sort out complications that we are all constantly ac-
costed with. Even more importantly, we all shared
something very special with very special people. I know
that those two days will strengthen us and keep us from
despair.”’

New York

wnnilp: bp Ghrpwlub vbé pt qnfp odwlinulyni-
philp, Ubqh Ubé pupnjulwb by hngblwb Gywuun
wy hp pbpk Ghrpwljmbhb Yo fhb: Puph bntf, quyb
4w fphunnlbwgh abp hwpmquun nnmbp ubybgkf
b @bp upvwpnijp Gnikplbpp wyuen huly npybgtf
bhbunbibuy hwugkGbpkl JEynib.--

ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH OF B .C. or
VANCOUVER ARMENIAN COMMUNITY
P.O. BOX 58386, STATION “‘L”’
VANCOUVER, B.C. V6P 6E4, CANADA
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THE GLOW OF REBIRTH:

On a hill in Yerevan called Dzidzernagapert (“Citadel of Sparrows”)
stands a monument dedicated to the million-and-a-half Armenian
martyrs. At the center of the pillars—representing the lost
provinces—burns an eternal flame. Every April 24th
hundreds of thousands of people gather here

to remember. A pylon to the side
of the monument represents the
resurrected Armenian nation.

Commemorate

April 24
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ancient and colorful ceremonies
take place in Jerusalem. On Holy
Saturday the central ceremony at the
Church of the Holy Sepulchre is the
“Descent of the Fire” service. The service
symbolizes the resurrection of Christ, the Light of
the World, emerging from the Tomb. All the lights are
extinguished, the tomb is sealed and guarded, and after
many processions Armenian and Greek clergymen enter the

tomb. Inside the clergymen pray and then through a “port-hole”
push out a lighted torch, from which the first candles are lit. Within
seconds the entire rotunda is a blaze of moving and waving light.




