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Amongs! the Catholicoi, kings

(o]
God, you have

listened to your people and

—

returned them back from the slavery as
you did with the Maccaabees. You showed all
kinds of goodness towards the nations of the world. . ¥
Throught The holy zposiles from the early times, the light of your
Godhead shone forth on our land. Through Gregory the lliuminalor, you
adorned us with your holy Church and through his sons and grandsons, Saint
erses, Sahag and Mesrob, you magnified the edifice of faith. Through Saint Varta

sed Ghevontiantz, you made our nation perform acts ol courage and virtue for the holy Gospel.
, and princes you chose saints and heroes, such as Tiridates, Vramshabouh, Smpad, Ashot and al-

so the dynasties of Torossiants, the Hetoumides and Levonians. All the time, as in present time, you raised amongst us worthy people who, uni-
ting the zeal of faith with the love of homeland, manifested bravery in the war against the enemies. O'Lord, hearken the voice of the supplication of your ser-
vants and keep unshaken the Armenian Republic which was restored by your mercy. Increase the wisdom of all those ministers who are appointed for the leadership
of the Republic in order that they may lead your people with equity to justice. Those who respect wisdom will rule forever. Grant abundantly the spirit of couragecisness © our
generals and armies in order that their arrows straightly aim at their targets. Plant in all of us the love of holiness, wisdom and good sense, to know the widsoni and insiruction and bring

our part to the observance of all laws which are useful for our nation. Pour
homeland. For if the words are not accompanied with good works of virue, accor

into our hearis the mercy of your benevolence, in order that we may manifest through good works our love towards our
ding 1o the Proverbs, the hearts of such people are like ashes, their hope aimiess, and their life worse than clay.O God

QU.rPE%hY U.. 3NUULDEULS
VU.LSU.PBAUSP ABRNL BPESL

Pugpuwn Iyoipupbub

T-Iv.

Uwpunupuuyuinh §nhiGbpn G pipwugfht Gnp pfl
\binfin bpkg, Zwjng qopfp fwewibpbg bedhwobh
Chwpwb %Gwpbghl Bwpulnynu Bndubhbuibg,
3Gbw) 1867 p--hG Twpwpunh vty bi Jwjlimbbuyg
hppbt Ywpanhynu Ubdh SwG Up hlpng, 1952-hG:

wdpnn g bph whghmgpky nngh Jpuy:
bpblynjbwh  Swewpniky bpy  fanighl
Qupbqph Bnfubpbwby £ ubphuwy Lp
[un[14l1rl_ulllgn‘_plnuilaz ((‘Ll.u[nl.wfuuilg ulu.unli[nulllfﬂ»
whu: b gppuby Spudwhunwph wiphy:
Pwsiipbypkl Pppnedbwhp Sugby sppuguiifh, be
qlﬂlﬂl‘l4‘ﬂqﬂlnil qﬂLq_mT[’lll"Lp[lLil 4‘ ll_ll.l‘ F;‘m
SoasrosssfsTruse e fHiss fusdpros] blap ssyrg By opp Sobiun—
shs Yuplinph wgho &y np wgu froned dhy Sk lypup

Aul_m[vuljp[r nzl.[lil, lffip u.ulxl_fl e wdbl ‘"‘I‘l—“‘/{’bﬂ"

(Gup- tp 4)

2U.3N3 M.SUNREGULL MR by
dU.3 2U.26rNk MU.SALUL
20 EPL D BUNI, Bh HLLPEPNIRY GBS0,

PBLL 208U VU.LU.M5ShY

«%wghp, bt gnipn uwnGwfwlhGbpne £y YPuwphu:
UwlwjG mmfgnip, vhnfwmgn'ip £ou hyupnnipbwl
gnipn uwnlGmphilp by, hGdh hlwqubnbing®
Jownunopkl wuphp, n'ip np 'nigbu, pf bplphu dty
wbn Jp Eﬁmpb{n$>

wNrEvL.Sh, U. 11

U.MrU vB40.0968

Fpuibik ybwnng Ywywnndypn; opgwlp, «Uyg
w)lvwphh plulpsGbpniG hpwdwjbg np unpyhb b
lvouhG hwybpkb (bqoil»

nrsovish, U. 14

«Uwhdwbf fwynig, qtGG hipbwbgs:
u.revau EU.9.0.MMM

4U.MU.v0 08 NhsSek -

«Uwh nsy pfwgbw) dwh k, dwh hdwgbuy
whdwhniphel k»:

Gabek

LU0 vl v8 unae

«Pulgh fwy Vwpnni huwdwp bphup duwdwbul
hwpniwdbbpoy nml wypbkl Gujppbupbih & kY
wlqud pp whah fwyniphilp gnyg vy no Ubnlpp :

400 ULUhulivelv

«Puwgmpbudp fbnGhGf vbp bpypp br dnnnynipgh
hwdwp, ¥bp wsfbpp pnn spubulbG Jdbp
uppnipbulg nnbunulnidps:

AU MU.SNhLELS GUUBLSHULPSh L6PNUVErE
(775 B-)

Zwj by br hwy fbnwbhd
4LheALE U4 U.roE3h unNenikv

«&uwb b f Ubf ply dbp hupub E ndnjpfu hywbby,
bi ng ply hnnndwg jbplhGu helby»:

UStoU.v O/ AELEL L

«UGfwh t wjl dngynynipnp, np wwypbpni
dwnwnpnipbwudp Gwhuwwnulnib) k nupbpny, pwjg
UbnGbyny dnugpnupbudp sk wypb) pblniq dhop»:

..............

U.rOU Ul oNhutblv
1879-1919

4‘"./"5 iln[ruul_nji( ululuufnl_plﬂ.ufl z@quq.n/b
nkdpbpkl be zuqmuuuui:[y whlufpncfFlwl gy fumenp
puppfil, u[uutf Uwhnihbwy dwlwgue b[tlﬂ.:.u'i:[y
FE9, 29 Brchnowp 1919-f bp gbpbgduhp wygdd fp
gunbincfi bpbowh, Prrpulwps gloj qbipbgdubwmwh
LY, acp fEpht muphibpnch fuulniluugnuu& £ pp
o puspp UwﬁmmﬁT 4uqllmlltuil [uwt@wp[r
nbnd: Wugpuppl Jpuwy §'bpbepl Qpufuduph Up-
Fyug 'Lulfl@ﬂ, [ jpywirnnly 'mel[r foplmiyus g uriyus¥ins -
Pluwh ke Uwpquwpugunnfs 8nltzulln{‘yilﬂz

u/” lz_l.utf—
e T
sprfuwpfpiiud
Phuwn qbpbg-
np hp Juwp
Shugke 1981
ghuy SwBunn 1
Pépi§dbnbuts |
fwyglbp br
w ow oy o w'&
Upusfpte gb—
[,lnlzfmilc:




HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The Armenian Soviet Socialist Republic is the heir
to the Armenian Republic established on May 28,
1918. Under the two pronged pressure of the Turkish
and the Soviet governments, the short-lived Armenian
Republic was abolished on December 2, 1920, and was
incorporated into the Soviet Union, with vast ter-
ritories coceded to Turks by the new Soviet authorities.

A few months after the Sovietization of Armenia,
a popular and wide-spread revolt, known as-the
February 18th Revolt, shook the foundations of the
newly installed Soviet regime. After the Red Army
regained control, the communists decided to act with
a little more prudence, and try to win the confidence
of the people. Between 1921 and 1928, Armenia tried
to reconstruct its war ravaged economy and adapt to
the communist economic system. However this period
of relative calm came to an end as Stalin established
his firm grip over the Communist Party, and began
his brutal communization of agriculture, and his forc-
ed industrialization of the country. Stalin began a
massive drive of forced displacement of peasants, and
Jater, an unprecedented purge of fparty members and
the intelligentsia, that cost Armenia tens of thousands
of lives. During World War II, 20% of Armenia’s
population (300,000) was sent to the front. Armenians
fought with remarkable bravery. 100,000 Armenians
were killed and another 100,000 injured, defending the
Soviet Union against the German invasion.

With the death of Stalin, and the gradual relaxa-
tion of the totalitarian regime he had established,
Armenia began to enjoy relative prosperity and a less
restrictive political atmosphere, by Stalinist standards.
Armenian culture and the ethnic heritage prospered
in th 60s and 70s, as Armenians became more vocal
on vital national issues, such as our territorial demands
from Turkey, and lately the Karabagh issue.

POLITICAL SYSTEM

According to the Soviet constitution, Armenia, as
the other Soviet republics is..governed by a locally
elected parliament, that appoints the members of the
cabinet, and the Prime Minister. The republic also has
the right to secede from the Union, and establish itself
as an independent nation. However, it has to be kept
in mind that the actual operation of the political system
is a far cry from the written constitution of the
country.

First, the only political party permitted to exist and
entrusted with overseeing the government is the Com-
munist Party. This means that only the Communist
Party can field candidates during elections, and this
is the biggest impediment for a democratic system. Se-
cond, free political expression, gatherings and criticism
of the existing system is severely restricted, and
therefore even the one-party rule continues to exist
without any checks and balances. Recently, with the
limited reforms of Mikhael Gorbachev, the populace
feels less restricted in expressing their discontent, and
the February events in Armenia were perhaps the result
of the impatience of the people to see the promised
reforms implemented.

PUPULATION

90% of the Population of Soviet Armenia are Arme-
nians. In 1920, the population of Armenia was
780,000, nearly 40% of which were refugees from
Western Armenia. By 1987 the population had exceed-
ed 3,400,000 and is expected to reach 4,600,000 by the
year 2,000. 66.4% of the population live in urban
areas, and 33.6% in the countryside. Armenia with its
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population is the 4th smallest Soviet republic, but with
its population density it ranks second among all the
republics. It also ranks fourth in terms of population
growth. There are nearly 200 births every day and 90
weddings. 99.9% of the population is literate; a
remarkable percentage among the Middle Eastern and
Near Eastern peoples.

GEOGRAPHY

The territory of Soviet Armenia is 29,800 sq. kil.,
the smallest of the fifteen Soviet republics. It is 10%
of historic Armenia; 18.5% of the territories promis-
ed to Armenians by President Woodrow Wilson; and
42% of the area of the Armenian Republic.' The
neighbouring republics and countries of Soviet
Armenia are: In the north, Soviet Georgia; in the
north-east, Soviet Azerbaijan; in the south-west, the
Nakhijevan Autonomous Region; in the west and
south-west, Turkey; and in the south, Iran.

CLIMATE

Soviet Armenia is very rich in solar energy (annual-
ly 3000 hours of direct sunlight). It has a dry climate,
with cold winters and hot summers. Summer
temperatures reach 42°C and winter minimums reach
as low as —42°C.

Armenia is a mountainous country with high
plateaus and deep valleys. More than a dozen moun-
tain ranges cover most of its area, affecting the climate
and bringing variation to it. The rivers overflow dur-
ing the spring, turn into streams in the summer, and
ice during the winter. Therefore, they are not suitable
for navigation and are not very reliable as sources of
irrigation.

Soviet Armenia is also rich in forestry and in varie-
ty of plants. There are 3000 different types of plants
in the country, and given its small area, this is a very
high rate of plant variation. Armenia has a number
of regions that have forests with medium density, and
there are numerous projects to save and expand the
forests. In 1965 , on the occasion of the 50th anniver-
sary of the Genocide, 1.5 trees were planted all over
the country.

MINES AND MINERALS

Armenia is still rich in metal deposits. The most signifi-
cant metal deposit is copper, followed by iron and even
gold. Armenia is richest in minirals and mines suitable

- for construction. It has a baffling colleciton of

beautiful stones that are one of its most important ex-
ports. There are also significant salt deposits, and there
are plans to discover and extract natural gas.

INDUSTRY

Soviet Armenia is a highly industrialized country,
with more than 200 of its products being exported to
nearly 80 countries of the world. The huge industrial
complexes however are a source of pollution that has
reached an alarming rate. Some of the industrial plants
are very old and inefficient, in terms of environmen-
tal protection. The rate of birh defects is alarming, and
recently there have been many demonstrations and
protests by the inhabitants of Yerevan and other ur-
ban areas for pollution.

Armenia uses hydroelectrical plants and nuclear
reactors as sources of energy for its industry. It also
receives natural gas from Iran, that has been

periodically cut off during the Iranian Revolution and
the Iran-Irac war.

Armenia’s main industries include chemical, elec-
trical, machine tools, mining, textiles, furniture pro-
ducing industries. It also ranks high in computer
related technology within the Soviet Union.

AGRICULTURE

From the ancient times Armenia has survived with
agricultural production and animal husbandry.
However, today with the growth of the population and
the mountainous nature of the land there is serious
shortage of land. for cultivation. Machinery and
modern technology have been substituted for the shor-
tage of labour in the agricultural sector of the
economy. Only 30% of the population has remained
in the rural areas as the expanding industrial sector
has attracted half the population of the country to the
urban areas in the last sixty years.

CULTURE AND SCIENCE

More than 40% of the population are students, and
this accounts for the high rate of literacy and the ad-
vanced state of the sciences. The Soviet Armenian
Academy of Sciences was established in 1943, and it
coordinates research in the following fields: physics
and mathematics, chemistry, geology, biological
sciences and social sciences. The Academy coordinates
research among 100 scientific institutes that employ
20,000 researchers.

There are 12 universities and higher education

establishments in Soviet Armenia, with 60,000
students, including many from the other Soviet
republics and from abroad. There are more than 1337
schools in the republic with 557,000 students; 1207
kindergartens with 150,000 children and a total of
47,000 teachers. There are also 95 Technical schools
with 42,000 students and 5,000 instructors; 94 musical
schools with 30,000, students; and 11 schools for fine
arts.
Despite the politically restrictive environment, cultural
life has flourished in Soviet Armenia. In 1980 for ex-
ample there was an average of 11,000 cultural events
in Armenia every single day. More than thirty major
theatrical, musical and dance groups function
professionally.

Literary life is also vibrant in Armenia. The Socie-
ty of Armenia’s Writers has more than 500 Profes-
sional writers as members. Armenian literary works
are published in large numbers and many are translated
into other languages. There are eight publishing houses
that publish more than 1,200 titles annually. 91
newspapers and periodicals are also published, with
nearly 20 million circulation. There are also a large
number of libraries, museums and other cultural
centers that aim at preserving our cultural heritage.

As any other country, Armenia has its ac-
complishments and its difficulties; its social and
economic problems. However, the achievements of
Armenia’s small population have been remarkable in
the last 70 years. They have survived two world wars,
the Stalinist period, and other upheavals. They have
not failed despite the adverse political conditions that
have prevailed, and despite the limited material
resources of the country.

BOOKS ON ARMENIAN HISTORY

1. SMYRNA 1922, The Destruction of a City, by
Marjorie Housepian Dobkin
U.S.A. 1988, 276 pp., $14.00

2. THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE IN PERSPEC-
TIVE, Edited by Richard G. Hovannisian
U.S.A. 1987, 216 pp., Hard cover $30.00

N Paperback $15.00

3. ARMENIA, The Surival of a Nation, by
Christopher J. Walker
U.S.A. 1980, 446 pp., Hard cover $32.00

4. BRITAIN AND THE ARMENIAN QUESTION
1915-1923, by Akaby Nassibian
_ Great Britain 1985, 294 pp., Hard cover $30.00
e A

5. THE ARMENIAN GENQCIDE, Documentation
Vol. 1, by Institute for Armerian Problems,
Munich 1987, 656 pp. Special price $69.00

6. THE FORTIFICATIONS OF ARMENIAN
CILICIA, by Robert W. Edwards
(Dumbarton Oaks Studies Twenty-three) $60.00

e Add $2.00 per copy for shipping and handling
(Reg. UPS)
e All orders must accompany full payment. Make
checks payabale to:
Armenian Prelacy Bookstore
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PRAYER
ON THE THRESHHOLD
OF TOMORROW

Look. New sprouts push through the fields.
But which are thorns and which wheat

I do not know. Perhaps to the appetite
that is sated all is chaff

while to the hungry all is wheat.

Undistinguishable sounds, blows footfalls
thud in the distance, an agonizing attack
where the oppressed are planting red
flames with their blood.

And the rains sweat and expand

into floods that shake the walls

of the oldest dams.

Lord, now is the time to send

your wisdom and kindness

to the tortured who, although

they have forgotten, need you as they hurl
themselves closer to the precipice.

Oh, God, who trimmed the wick of the mind J

and poured the oil of life, do not let
your lamps be overturned.
Let them illuminate paths to your truth.

Plant love in the eyes of today’s
and tomorrow’s mighty. Do not let
their hearts close.

And do not let the hearts of the child
and the aged be strangers
to tenderness and hope.

Let the struggle of our time be short.
Let it be settled with justice.

Let the fortress of egos,

that huge barricade,

crumble. And, let every. treasure .

g0 to every man. Let every garden

gate be open. But let no flower be crushed.
No single branch fall.

OATH TO ARARAT

We will reach your sacred peak

once the barrage of bombs subsides,
once the blood seas resign themselves
to being the color of blood,

once the butchered dove of peace
returns from the holocaust

with his olive branch.

We will reach that summit.

From every city, by-road and field
from every gutter and corner of exile,
watch us gather, adding one to one

and rank to rank, to storm our father’s dream.

And watch the black walls with which
fate has barricaded us
shatter.

The ache of our hearts will lead us
like a trumpet call,

to our lands and water.

Let the sun collapse;

let the road lead through hell,

we will reach your peak.

Look at out numbers, swelling rank on rank
brave and burning.

Look at our hunger reaching toward you
with the grasp and reach of Vahakn.

Look at our souls clean as your snows.

And our will, hard as your stones.

God of granite!

Holy mountain!

Believe us that we can,

that we shall reach your peak!

ANTRANIG ZAROUKIAN
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POPE JOHN PAUL’S ENVOY

CARDINAL J. WILLEBRANDS
VISITS THE ARMENIAN CATHOLICOSATE OF CILICIA

On 16th April 1988, His Eminence John Cardinal
Willebrands arrived in Antelias I.ebanon for a three-
day visit to the Catholicosate of Cilicia and its Head
His Holiness Karekin I1.

His Holiness Pope Paul IT had delegated the Car-
dinal, the President of thé Secretariat for Christian
Unity of Vatican to visit Antelias and thus to repay
on his behalf the visit that H.H. Catholicos Karekin
II had paid to the Pope in 1983 with a delegation of
senior clergy and lay representatives.

The Cardinal arrived from Damascus where he had
visited the Patriarch Zakka of the Syrian Orthodox
Church. His Grace Aram Keshishian, the Archbishop
of Lebanon, was delegated by Catholicos Karekin to
welcome the Cardinal in Bekaa and accompany him
and his delegation to Antelias. The delegation was
composed of Msgr. Eleutero Fortini and Msgr. Gerard
Daucourt of his immediate assistants in the Secretariat
in Vatican.

At 11:45 a.m. the distinguished guest arrived
Antelias and was solemnly received at the entrance of
the Cathedral by the Vicar General H.G. Archbishop

H.H. Catholicos Karekin Il receives H.E. Cardinal
Willebrands at the Catholicossal Residence

Ardavazt Terterian, all the Archbishops, Bishops,
Priests of the Holy Order of Cilicia, the Deacons of
the, Seminary and representatives of the Central Lay
Counc11 of the Catholicosate. The-Nuncio, H.G. Msgr.
Luciano Angeloni was in Antelias to welcome the Car-
dinal. First he was led in procession and with religious
hymns to the Cathedral where prayers of thanksgiv-
ing were offered in Armenian and in Latin.

He then was taken in same procession to the
Catholicossal Residence where he was warmly receiv-
ed by H.H. Catholicos Karekin II. After exchanging
greetings, the Cardinal and the Catholicos, who are
personal friends for a long time, expressed the joy they
felt for this happy visit which strengthens the ties of
close relationship that have existed between the Roman
Catholic Church and the Armenian Catholicosate of
Cilicia particularly in the last 25 years since the Second
Vatican Council. They made statements on the TV.
the Cardinal saying that he was sent by the Pope not
only to return the visit made to him by Catholicos
Karekin, but also to see that the two Churches’ rela-.
tionship is deepened and strengthened in this age of
ecumenical growth and.advancement. The Catholicos
said that he was deeply touched by the love,
brotherhood and true concern that the Pope was ex-
pressing so eloquently by sending such a high level
delegation headed by such a distinguished personality
and a close friend. He added by saying that this visit
was also an expression of commited concern towards
Lebanon in these days of critical situation.

The Cardinal and his assistants were shown to their
rooms in Antelias, where they were the honoured
guests of the Catholicosate. They had a private lunch
with H.H. Karekin II who was surrounded by the
members of the Central Religious Council of the

.tholicosate.
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ANTELIAS, LBEANON

At 5 p.m. Cardinal Willebrands and his delegation
accompanied by Archbishop Ardavazt Terterian
visited the headquarters of the Maronite Church in
Bkerke and met with His Beatitude Patriach Nasrallah
Sfeir, the Head of the Church surrounded by members
of the Maronite eposcopate.

VISIT TO THE SEMINARY IN BIKFAYA

At 7 p.m. His Holiness Karekin II and Cardinal
Willebrands accompanied by Antelias clergy went up
to Bikfaya to visit the Theological Seminary of the
Catholicosate of Cilicia. The Principal, Very Rev. Ar-
chimandrite Arshavir Kapoujian, together with his
assistants, the teachers and the deacons, received the
distinguished guest at the entrance of the Seminary and
led them in procession to the Prapion Doumanian
Assembly Hall where he made a welcoming allocution
in French, first describing this visit as a historic event
and expressing the deepest joy of all the Faculty
members and the students. He took this opportunity
to extend to the Cardinal the most sincere thanks for
all the contribution that the Secretariat had offered
to the Seminary by providing facilities for research
studies in Europe for some members of the Religious
Order of, the Catholicosate, all graduates of the
Seminary, and by enriching the Library through dona-
tion of valuable volumes. He then gave a brief account
of the Seminary stucture, life and activities. The choir
of the Seminary sang in three voices five hymns taken
from the Divine Liturgy, one dedicated to the Holy
Translators of the Bible and one glorifying the Resur-
rection of the Lord. The principal invited the Cardinal
to convey his message to the students.

H.E. Cardinal Willebrands gave a brief address first
telling the faculty members and the students of the im-
mense joy for his being with them, ‘‘Because’’, he said,
“‘before I was assigned to work for the Secretariat in
Vatican, I used to be a Principal and a Lecturer in a
theological school in my country in Holland. Later,
when I became the Primate of Holland I founded a
new Seminary’’. He continued by saying that the
Roman Catholic Church and the Armenian Church
both are of apostolic origin. They share the same
apostolic faith, the sacramental life and many tradi-
tions inherited from the authentic faith and sprituali-
ty from the very early ages. We have far much more
things in common that we often do not take into
serious consideration; this is a time when we together
have to strengthen the bonds of unity that already ex-
ist between our churches.

He encouraged the students to pursue their studies
in depth. ‘“‘As we have done earlier, we are ready to
do even today and in the future to collaborate with
you through the Cultural Committee of the Secretariat
either by providing you books or helping some
graduates to carry on higher studies in our theological
centers’’. Addressing the students directly, he said: ‘I
hope one day to see one or two of you in higher educa-
tion institutions’’.

The Principal, Rev. Kapoujian, invited His
Holiness Catholicos Karekin II to conclude the session.
His Holiness deeply appreciated this whole session and
was very pleased that the Cardinal expressed such a
vital interest in theological studies and in our
Seminary. He then recalled the first visit of the Car-
dinal to Antelias in 1961, when he was not yet a Car-
dinal and when he came as the envoy of the late Pope
John XXIII to meet the Catholicos Zareh I of blessed
memory. He vividly recalled what the Catholicos Zareh
said to him then by speaking figuratively: “‘If we
reduce the whole content of the Gospel to hundred
points as basic Christian truths, I am sure we will agree
on the ninety-nine, but it is within our human nature
to speak only about the one which we have disagree-
ment of understanding. Today what counts is not the
Jform of the faith itself. Therefore, we have to change
our whole approach; we have to lay our eyes on the
ninety-nine and be not blocked or blurred by the one™’.

He expressed his joy that this new approach is now
progressing in the Christian world at large; that ap-
proach is entirely adopted by the Catholicosate of
Cilicia in all its ecumenical relationships and we are
happy that the new era of relationship between the
Roman Catholic Church and our Armenian Church
is motivated by this basic approach.

At the end, the Cardinal gave his blessings to all the
students.

A dinner was offered in honour of the Cardinal in
the refectory of the students. All the clergy and some
lay teachers shared the meal with His Eminence.
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DIVINE LITURGY AND ADDRESSES IN
ANTELIAS CATHEDRAL

Sunday morning a solemn liturgy was celebrated in
Antelias Cathedral. The: celebrant was Bishop Zareh
Aznavorian. Besides H.H. Catholicos Karekin, the
Armenian clergy, H.E.: €ardinal Willebrands and his
delegation, present were the Papal Nuncio H.E. Msgr.
L. Angeloni together with his assistant, Archbishop
Andre Bedoghlian and.Bishop Vardan Ashgarian, of
the Armenian Catholic Patriarchate, Sister Kirsten
Vind from the Danish Lutheran Church on visit to the
““Birds’ Nest’’ (Armenian orphanage in Djoubeil), the
Armenian deputies in the Lebanese Parliament, Mr.
Kh. Babikian, Mr. Souren Khanamirian and other
members of the Central Lay Council of the
Catholicosate.

During the liturgy the Catholicos and the Cardinal
went up to the altar. The Cardinal sang a prayer in
Latin and then in an allocution addressed to H.H. the
Catholicos, said: ‘‘It is a great honour and a great joy
for me and for the two priests who accompany me,
to be received by Your Holiness, your clergy and your
people in our capacity as messengers of H.H. Pope
John Paul II.

‘““The Holy Father keeping alive the souvenir of the
visit that you paid to him in 1983, sends me to you
as a sign of brotherly love which binds him with Your

Congregation and dignitaries during the divine liturgy in
Antelias Cathedral

Holiness. He wishes also that my visit be a manifesta-
tion of the communion that-already exists between our
people and also our common desire to pursue our ef-
forts in the spirit of love and patience until the day
when rediscovering the full communion in faith and
in love we may celebrate together the Eucharist of the
Lord’’. He then spoke on behalf of the Pope assuring
the Catholicosate of Cilicia of the constant prayers of
the Holy Father, so that Lebanon may recover all its
dignity and its liberty and that again Christians and
Moslems may live in brotherly coexistence’.

He also expressed his joy that this visit was being
rendered in the aftermath of the Feast of Holy Resur-
rection which is a source of strength to overcome the
sufferings that are caused to all of us because of our
disunion. He prayed that God will lead us in the way
to unity and brotherhood.

Responding to the Cardinal’s address, His Holiness
Karekin II first said that this visit of His Eminence
reminded him’of the many occasions that he and the
Cardinal had been together in Antelias and in other
parts of the world; he particularly recalled the visit paid
by the Cardinal on behalf of the late Pope Paul VI,
twenty four years ago, when he and his brother Ar-
chbishop Ardavazt Terterian were consecrated
bishops, here, in Antelias.

He then recalled very vividly his visit to H.H. Pope
John Paul I1, and warmly thanked him for his kindest
thought of rendering that visit through the Cardinal
and his delegation thus expressing the brotherhood and
the will to continue the cordial relations between the
Roman Catholic Church and the Catholicosate of
Cilicia. Personally and in the name of the Holy See
of Cilicia, its Dioceses, its clergy, community lay coun-
cils and all the faithful people.of the Church he ex-
pressed his deep appreciation of the genuine esteem
that the Pope has always had towards the Armenian
Church and people.

He spoke also of this Season of the Feast of our
Lord’s Resurrection, which has a special significance
for all Lebanese people because the Risen Lord
generates ‘‘hope for those who are in despair, courage
for those who are in anguish, faith for those who feel
down-trodden, redressment for those who are fallen,
light for those who are in darkness and peace for those

(Cont. page 7)
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CARDINAL J. WILLEBRANDS VISITS THE ARMENIAN CATHOLICOSATE

who feel exhausted because of war, uncerainty and
unsecurity. In spite of all the calamities that we have
gone — and still are going — through here, in
Lebanon, we render thanks to the Risen Lord for hav-
ing kept us firm in the faith of His Resurrection. Be-
ing afflicted we do not succumb, having much lost we
feel sustained by the hope of the victory. We well know
that we are supported by our Christian brothers and
all friends in the world. ... Your presence here
strenghtens us in our attachment to our country
because you bring to us the love of our beloved brother
H.H. the Pope John Paul II”’.

H.H. Karekin II underlined the significant fact that
both his visit to Pope John Paul II and the visit of
the Cardinal to him occured in the month of April,
which has a very special meaning for the Armenians.
It is the month when the power of the Resurrection
is celebrated in all the Christian world; he said: ‘‘Next
Sunday in all the conners of the earth the Armenian
people will have their ‘rendez-vous’, their annual en-
counter with their martyrs, the one and a half million
of their fathers and mothers, brothers and sisters, sons
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H.E. Cardiral John Willebrands delivering his message

and daughters, who during the First World War gave
their lives for their Christian faith and national digni-
ty. Here, in Antelias, we live in daily communion with
our martyrs as we live the immediate neighbourhood
of the mosoleum built in their memory next to this
Cathedral and containing their relics. In all humility
and gratitude we give thanks to the Risen Lord whose
living message of immortality touched us, the descen-
dants of the martyrs. Here in Antelias, the wind of
the Spirit touched us and the ancient orphanage of the
times of the exiled refugees which existed on this same
spot, is now converted into a spiritual, ecclesiastical,
national and cultural center; a real source from which
sprang living waters that irrigated the fields of our peo-
ple’s life in the wide-spread Armenian Diaspora’’.

He referred also to the'most impressive renewal of
the Armenian people in this year, when in a most
dignified manner they expressed their unanimous stand
in terms of renewal and recovery in our territory of
Karabagh, in our motherland of Soviet Armenia and
in all the parts of the world where all Churches and
Nations witnessed to this their renaissance and dignity.

He concluded his allocution by saying that the world
wide ecumenical solidarity had a real and important
role in this whole movement of renaissance. He con-
veyed his deep thanks and the very best wishes to H.H.
Pope John Paul II. ’

Following these two allocutions, the congregation
stood up and together sang the Lord’s prayer, prais-
ing God for this happiest moment of spiritual
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communion.

At noon, the Cardinal and the guests, together
with the Papal Nuncio, were offered a luncheon by
the Catholicosate with the participation of all the
members of the Religious and Lay Central Councils
of the Catholicosate.

At 5 p.m. the Cardinal and his delegation, accom-
panied by Bishop Vardan Demirdjian, visited the
Armenian Catholic Patriarchate in Ashrafieh, where
in the absence of Patriarch Kasparian, they were
received by Msgr. A. Bedoghlian and Msgr. V.
Ashkarian, together with the clergy and lay represen-
tatives of the Armenian Catholic Patriarchate.

* %k %k

In the evening, the Cardinal was the guest for din-
ner of H.B. Patriarch Sfeir, the Head of the Maronite
Church in Bkerke.

VISIT TO THE ARMENIAN ARCHBISHOPRIC
OF LEBANON

Monday, 18th April, at 9:30 a.m., the Cardinal and
his delegation visited the Armenian Archbishopric
headquarters in Bourj Hammoud, a densely Armenian
populated area. They were warmly received by the
Prelate, Archbishop Aram Keshishian, the Diocese’s
clergy and Diocesan authorities as well as represen-
tatives of various religious, cultural, educational, social
welfare organisations of the community. Allocutions
were delivered by H.G. A. Keshishian and Cardinal
Willebrands, highlighting the historic nature and the
great importance of this visit.

The Cardinal thus became more closely acquainted
with the vitality of the Armenian community life in
Lebanon.

VISIT TO THE HOUSING PROJECT — HABEAS

From the Archbishopric, His Eminence went to
Fanar area, to see the housing project that the Arme-
nian Catholicosate of Cilicia has implemented for the
needy families. The Catholicosal Vicar, Archbishop
Ardavazt Terterian received him. Mr. Babikian, the
Chairman of the HABEAS Committee took the
dignified guest to the various parts of the seven blocks
of apartments built by the Armenian Catholicosate in
collaboration with Howard Karagheusian Foundation
(New York). 225 families are already accomodated in
these new apartments. Fifty more are now under con-
struction to be completed soon. The guests were very
deeply impressed by this social engagement of the
Armenian Church, particularly in these extremely dif-
ficult times in Lebanon.

MEETING WITH THE CENTRAL EXECUTIVE
OF THE CATHOLICOSATE OF CILICIA

At 4:30 p.m. at the Catholicosate of Cilicia in
Antelias, a special meeting was held in the Hall of the
Episcopal Residence, in which the Cardinal and his
companions had the chance first of hearing the
members of the Religious and Lay Central Executive
Council of the Catholicosate about the various ac-
tivities in which the Catholicosate is engaged in recent
years. They asked questions for further information.
They expressed also their views on the importance of
the continuation and strengthening of the relationship
between the Roman Catholic Church and the
Catholicosate of Cilicia. In their concluding words,
H.H. Karekin IT and Cardinal Willebrands welcomed
the suggestions and gave some orientation about fin-
ding more concrete and more continuous expression
to such a working relationship for the sake of greater
unity.

ECUMENICAL RECEPTION IN ANTELIAS

The three-day visit of Cardidnal Willebrands was
concluded with an ecumenical reception given by H.H.
Karekin II and in his honour, on Monday, 18th April,
at 6:30 in the Catholicossal Residence in Antelias.The
President of Lebanon, Cheikh Amin Gemayel, being
away from the country, had sent a bouquet of flowers.
the Chief of Protocol at the Presidential Palace, Am-
bassador M. Haimary presented the best wishes of the
President. Present were the Papal Nuncio, represen-
tatives of all the Christian churches in Lebanon, Ar-
chbishops, Bishops, priests, the representative of the
President of the Lebanese Parliament, Dr. A.
Moukhaiber; the Secretary of the Council of Ministers,
Mr. J. Jeraysati; Mr. V. Kasir, Minister of Economy;
Ambassadors of Great Britain, Germany and France;
the Honorary Consul of Holland; deputies in the
Parliament; representatives of ecumenical organisa-
tions; heads of universities apd theological schools; the
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General Secretary of the Middle East Council of Chur-
ches; and also representatives of the Armenian com-
munity organisations.

H.H. Catholicos Karekin II made a brief impromptu
allocution in which he underlined the ecumenical
nature and scope of this reception. He expressed his
joy for seeing so many people from such quarters of
high responsibility and engagement having respond-
ed to his invitation and honoured the distinguished en-
joy of Pope Paul II. He said: ‘‘Unless we are
ecumenical we cannot be truly Christians, because
ecumenism above all and before all is a way of Chris-
tian life that is inherent in the very essence of our
Lord’s Gospel. For, unity is God’s gift and command
at the same time. We cannot but be faithful to our
Christian identity in Christ who is the source of unity
and who demands unity from all His followers. What
we see together here is, indeed, the true image of true
Lebanon. The Catholicosate of Cilicia here in Antelias
has become a home for all Lebanese because it has
become a focus for unity. :

“I thank the Pope for having provided us this oc-
casion for such a happy and enriching experience by
having sent to us our dear friend Cardinal Willebrands.
This great gesture of the Pope is not only an expres-
sion of his love and esteem for the Armenian Church
and people but also a sign of his love for Lebanon
which remains always close to his heart’’.

The Cardinal Willenbrands in written allocution ad-
dressed to H.H. Catholicos Karekin, first said that for
promoting closer colaboration between the Armenian
and the Roman Catholic Church, Pope John Paul II
delegated him in response to the visit that the
Cathoilicos had paid to him from 15 to 19 April, 1983,
realising that such visits could contribute towards
deeper enrichment for all the people of the Church.
Then he mentioned that this relationship had been
strengthened with the visit of the late Catholicos
Khoren I to the late Pope Paul VI who in 1964 had
delegated him to convey his love and best wishes at
the episcopal consecration of Catholicos Karekin and
Archbishop A. Terterian, two observers at the Second
Vatican Council. He welcomed this growth in relation-
ship in the last twenty-five years with both the
Catholicosate of Cilicia and the Catholicos of All
Armenians, H.H. Vazken I and the Holy See of Et-
chmiadzine. He underlined the fact that the Armenian
and Roman Catholic churches have apostolic origins
and much i common thatthey have inherited from
the living tradition of the early Church. He deeply ap-
preciated the steadfast and continuous faithfulness that
the Armenian Church has abundantly displayed all
along its history which has gone through many trials,
pesecutions, massacres and emigrations; such
calamities had never shaken the faith of the Armenians
and had not tarnished their identity. ‘“Your martyrs,
known and unknown, are the glory of your Church”’
he said. ““Together with other saints their living
testimony and their spiritual achievements constitute
a precious treasure for the life of the Church today.
Among them it pleases me to mention today St. Nerses
Shenorhali and St. Nerses of Lambron, because of
their passion for the unity of the Church.”

In the second part of his speech, he referred to the
present crisis of Lebanon and stressed the importance
of concrete unity and close collaboration among all
the churches without confessional considerations. Such
close association is vital for the salvation of Lebanon.
Concluding his words, he thanked Catholicos Karekin
for having invited so many distinguished persons to
the reception which, indeed, acquired a genuinely
ecumenical character.
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The next morning, Cardinal Willebrands, being ac-
companied by H.G. Metropolitan Elias Audeh, the
Greek Orthodox Prelate of Beirut left for Balamand
to visit H.B. Patriarch Ignatius IV Hazim of the Or-
thodox Patriarchate of Antioch. A prayer of thanks
was offered in Antelias Cathedral before his departure,

In the Greek Orthodox Theological Institute in Bala-
mand, Patriarch Hazim IV, Catholicos Karekin II and
Cardinal Willebrands had a meeting to discuss com-
mon problems that the churches faced in the Middle
East. k

During this three-day visit, almost all activities were
reported on the mass-media through television and
newspapers in Arabic, French and Armenian.

The visit was, indeed, a refreshing ecumenical time
that churches and people happily experienced in these
crucial times both in Lebanon and in the Middle East.

SECRETARIAT OF
THE ARMENIAN CATHOLICOSATE OF CILICIA
20th April, 1988
Antelias, Lebanon
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APRIL 24TH ACTIVITIES

The Armenian Prelacy held a number of activities
on the occasion of the 73rd anniversary of the Arme-
nian Genocide.

The highlight was a Martyr’s Day Requiem Service
and concert held at St. Paul the Apostle Church, on
the evening of April 23rd.

The church was filled to capacity with over 2000 at-
tendees from the New York - New Jersey metropolitan
area. The concert featured Mr. Loris Tjeknavorian,
composer and conductor, the American Symphony Or-
chestra and the New York:Choral Artists. ‘“The Re-
quiem in Memoriam;:Op.»29” composed by Mr.
Tjeknavorian, is a twelve:movement comiposition. Ar-
ranged from the Armenian church chants, the work
has three main sections: Creation, Betrayal, Resurrec-
tion, which portray Christ’s suffering and death, and
finally his resurrection and victory.

During the solemn Requiem Service, Archbishop
Mesrob Ashjian prayed for the souls of the one and
a half million martyrs of 1915, as well as those of
Stepanagerd and Sumgait. The traditional
Hokehankisd chants were sung with impeccable pro-
nounciation and purity of intonation by the male
members of New York Choral Artists, conducted by
Loris Tjeknavorian. Paying tribute to the composer-
conductor and the performers, the Archbishop com-
mented that the music is a ‘‘vibrant testimony of the
everliving spirit of the Armenian genius.”’

The Prelate in his eloquent sermon stressed the fact
that after losing 1.5 million lives and our homeland
of 3000 years, we were able to survive, and ‘“...we
showed the world that the soul and spirit of the Arme-
nian people are alive.”” He continued: ‘‘Karabagh to-
day symbolizes the continuing tragedy of Armenian
as well as the continuing challenge to us. Then, quoting
Anatole France, he concluded passionately, ‘‘A nation
which does not want to die.”” the applause was ex-
tremely well received by the audience that left St. Paul
the Apostle Church filled with pride and admiration
for the composer-conductor, Mr. Tjeknavorian.
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The Prelacy had also organized two cultural events
on the occasion of the 73rd anniversary of the
Genocide.

New York Mayor Edward I. Koch and Archbishop Mesrob
Ashjian greeting each other during a gathering held to com-
menoyate the 73rd anniversary of the Genocide in NYC.

VERY REV. ANOOSHAVAN
TANIELIAN RECEIVES THE
RANK OF
DZAYRAGOOYN VARTABED

On Sunday, May 1st, His Eminence, Archbishop
Mesrob Ashjian bestowed the rank of Dzayragooyn
Vartabed upon Very Rev. Anooshavan Tanielian, dur-
ing a special service held in the Sts. Vartanants Arme-
nian Apostolic Church of Ridgefield, New Jersey.

The Hayr Soorp is a member of the Brotherhood
of the Cilician See and has been in the U.S. for a
number of years and has served in the Philadelphia
church until 1987. Presently, he serves in the Sts. Var-
tanants church of New Jersey and pursues his doctoral
studies at Columbia Univrsity.

The church was filled to capacity during the Sun-
day services, when His Eminence Archbishop Ashjian
performed the Investiture Ceremony and gave the ten
orders of the Dzayragooyn Vartabed to the Hayr
Soorp, on the four cardinal points of the church nave.

Afterwards, a banquet was held on this occasion
during which various church organizations presented
gifts to Very Rev. Tanielian.
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The Concert held at St. Paul the Apostle Church, New York City

The first was an exhibition of paintings by Lucy Jan-
jigian, portraying the ordeal of the Armenians, under
the prowerful theme, ‘“The Uprooted.”” Nearly 100
people attended the opening of the exhibition on April
21st, in the Hovnanian hall of the Prelacy. The artist
donated 60% of the proceeds from the sale of pain-
tings, to the Armenian refugees currently stranded in

Pakistan.
* %k *k

On Sunday, April 24th, a reception was held at the
Prelacy to present the new edition of Marjorie Hovse-
pian’s authoritative work, SMYRNA book. Nearly 75
people attended the reception during which the author
autographed copies of her book.

* % *

His Eminence, Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian attend-
ed a rally and a march organized by the Armenian Na-

tional Committees of New York and New Jersey that
took place on Saturday afternoon, April 23rd. Dur-
ing the rally at the Dag Hammarskjold Plaza at the
UN headquarters, the Prelate also gave a brief message
to the audience, in which he called upon the Turkish
government to accept its historic responsibility and
open the way for peaceful co-extitence among the
Armenians and Turks. The rally was followed by a
march to St. Paul the Apostle church for the Requiem
services and the Concert.

* ¥ ¥

On Sunday, April 24th, Archbishop Mesrob Ash-
jian attended a gathering organized by the Knights of
Vartan at Times Square, NYC, to commemorate the
73rd annivrsary of the Armenian Genocide. During the
event, the Prelate briefly met with Honorable Edward
I. Koch, mayor of New York, who was also attending
the commemorative event.

THE WARS OF INDEPENDENCE.

WE CORDIALLY INVITE

70TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ARMENIAN REPUBLIC
: 1918 - 1988
SOLEMN DIVINE LITURGY, REQUIEM SERVICE
AND

THANKSGIVING SERVICE
On Sunday, June 5th, 1988
St. Illuminator’s Cathedral
CELEBRANT
H.E. ARCHBISHOP MESROB ASHJIAN, PRELATE
ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH OF AMERICA

FOLLOWING THE DIVINE LITURGY, A REQUIEM SERVICE WILL BE HELD
FOR THE REPOSE OF THE SOULS OF ALL THOSE MARTYRED DURING

A THNAKSGIVING SERVICE WILL ALSO BE HELD
FOR THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA

The HOMENTMEN Boy Scouts will take part in the ceremony

DIVINE LITURGY 11:00 A.M.
SERMON 12:00 NOON
REQUIEM 12:30
THANKSGIVING 12:45

ALL ARMENIANS FROM THE
METROPOLITAN AREA AS WELL AS ALL THOSE VISITING NYC DURING
THAT WEEKEND TO JOIN US ON THIS HISTORIC OCCASION.

ST. ILLUMINATOR’S CATHEDRAL
221 EAST 27TH STREET
- NEW YORK CITY

NY & NJ




