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Catholicoi Vazken I & Karekin Il Leave U.S.;
Both Plead for Solidarity & Reconciliation

Photo by Kevork Djansezian

His Holiness Vazken I presents a silver dove of peace to Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian as a
reminder of his visit to St. Illuminator’s Cathedral on Saturday February 11 prior to his
return to Armenia. The Supreme Patriarch’s historic visit was witnessed by an overflow
crowd which filled the church as well as the church hall where closed circuit television had

The historic visits of the world’s two
top Armenian religious leaders came to
an end February 12, with the second Pon-
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been set up.

FULL COVERAGE OF THE HISTORIC
TEN-DAY VISIT INSIDE

tifical Divine Liturgy at the Cathedral of
St. John the Divine attended by
thousands of Armenians from the
metropolitan area and beyond. His
Holiness Karekin II, Catholicos of the
Great House of Cilicia, was the celebrant
and preacher.

His Holiness Vazken I, Catholicos of
All Armenians, and Catholicos Karekin IT
arrived in New York Friday, February 3
and for ten days participated together in a
series of public and private events, in-
cluding a meeting with President Bush,
press conference with Mayor Koch, and
two days of meetings with represen-
tatives of all major organizations of the
American Diaspora. Catholicos Karekin
camne to the United States upon the invita-
tion of Catholicos Vazken to join in coor-
dinating earthquake relief efforts of
North and South America.

His Holiness Vazken I returned to the
Soviet Union on Saturday, February 11,
after visiting St. Illuminator’s Cathedral.
A large number of people filled both the
church and the hall where closed circuit
television had been set up. Attending
were clergy from North and South
America from both Sees. Archbishop
Mesrob Ashjian welcomed the Catholicoi,
as did Archbishop Datev Sarkissian,

The ten-day visit began on Friday, February 3, when the Pontiffs arrived in New York
within hours of each other. In this photograph, Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate
of the Diocese of the Armenian Church of America, welcomes the Catholicoses to St.
Vartan Cathedral where Hrashapar services took place.

Photo by Harry Koundakjian
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Prelate of the Western Prelacy.

Stating that this was one of the most
significant days of his life, His Holiness
Karekin II invited Vazken Vehapar to ad-
dress the congregation. The soft-spoken

(continued on page 4)
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Editorial
Walking Together

“Can two walk together, except they be
agreed?”—Amos 3:3

History by its very nature is what
we look back on. It is time past and
events gone. Yet there are moments
or days in our lives when we know
that we are living through a historic
period. The period from February
1988 to February 1989 was surely
such a time, a historical time for all
Armenians. Indeed, as some authori-
ties have stated, the significance of the
events of that period has already had
its effect in the area of east-west
relations.

These historic events began in
February 1988 with massive demon-
strations in Yerevan over the issues of
Karabagh, pollution, and self-
expression. Then in December the
earth literally shook with the earth-
dquake in and around Leninakan,
bringing death and destruction to the
Armenian people. It was a year of
deep emotion, soaring pride, crushing
disappointment, and serious in-
trospection.

But this period of mourning was
capped by faith, hope, and love as our
two catholicoses, Vazken I, Catholicos
of All Armenians, and Karekin II,
Catholicos of the Great House of
Cilicia, made their momentous and
crucial joint trip to the United States
in February of 1989. The catholicoses
joined their voices, their words, and
their efforts in a pledge to bring
together a church and a people that
were put asunder for too many years.
Theirs was a courageous act, an act of
true leadership that the Armenian
people so desperately needed to begin
to heal the rift within the communi-
ty.

Many precedents were set in one
week that should serve as foundation
stones to build upon: the celebration
of the Mass with both catholicoses
present, the reciprocal visits to the
cathedrals of the Diocese and the
Prelacy by the two catholicoses along
with their archbishops and priests,
the joint visit in Washington with
President Bush, the joint press con-
ference with Mayor Koch in New
York. Most of all there were the un-
forgettable, serious -and forceful
messages of both Catholicos Vazken
and Catholicos Karekin admonishing
their people to re-evaluate the past, to
destroy the psychological barriers
that divide them, and to act as one
church, one nation, one people.

'**Not everything went smoothly.
There were some negative incidents,
but these were minor and could not
detract from the sacred and benefi-
cent mission on which the two
catholicoses had embarked. Vazken I
and Karekin II reaffirmed their
rightful positions as leaders of the
Armenian Church, came together,
and in one precedent-shattering
week, set the stage for the reconcilia-
tion of the church that can only bode
well for the entire nation. It is now up
to the faithful to follow the stirring
example of their church leaders to
recapture the glory of the Christian
mission of the Armenian Church and
to build a bright future for the entire
Armenian nation.

Agony and Hope in Armenia

Armenia’s devastating earthquake in
December, which exacted tens of
thousands of deaths, was only the latest of
upheavals to trouble Armenians in the
past year. Almost a year ago many Arme-
nians were killed or forced to flee the
Azerbaijani City of Sumgait because of
heightened tensions arising from a ter-
ritorial dispute between the two Soviet
republics, Armenia and Azerbaijan.
Within Azerbaijan lies the territory of
Nagorno-Karabagh, which is over-
whelmingly Armenian in population
(originally 95 percent), history, language
and culture. Prior to glasnost and
perestroika, ethnic and national tensions
in the U.S.S.R. were strictly controlled.
The new openness, however, is releasing
long-suppressed sentiments, especially in
the Baltic republics and Armenia.

In February of 1988, over the objec-
tions of Azerbaijan, Nagorno-Karabagh’s
soviet voted to secede from Azerbaijan
and reunite with Armenia. Armenian
citizens expressed their strong support
for this move through massive
demonstrations, petitions, strikes and
work stoppages. Opera Square, in
downtown Yerevan, was renamed
Freedom Square, and every evening after
work hundreds of thousands of citizens
gathered there for speeches and discus-
sions—an extraordinary development,
even given the Soviet Union’s new open
atmosphere. Nicolai Hovhanessian, depu-
ty director of the Institute of Oriental
Studies in Yerevan, claims these events
are turning Armenia into “the academy
of democracy in the world.” Azerbaijan,
however, adamantly opposes Armenian
demands and asserts its own historical
and constitutional claims to Nagorno-
Karabagh. This has provided ancient
animosity between the Azerbaijanis
(predominantly Muslim) and the Arme-
nians (predominantly Christian), leading
to widespread unrest that boiled over in-
to violence and death February 27-29 in
Sumgait. Official sources say that 32
Armenians were killed, but Armenian
sources claim the toll reached 300 to 500.
In addition, thousands of Armenians fled
Azerbaijan and hundreds of Azerbajjanis
fled Armenia. On March 23, the
Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the
U.S.S.R. announced efforts to improve the
situation in Nagorno-Karabakh, but did
not accede to the Armenian demands for
reunification, leaving the Armenians
frustrated and restive.

One must know Armenian history to
understand fully the depth of Armenian
sentiments in the current situation.

Of the 5.4 million Armenians in the
world, 4.7 million reside in the Soviet
Socialist Republic of Armenia. Their
history goes back over 2,600 years. Dur-
ing the first century B.C., Armenia
stretched from the Black Sea to the Cas-
pian Sea and down across the Tigris and
Euphrates Rivers to the Mediterranean.
Living at a strategic crossroads of the an-
cient and medieval worlds, Armenians
frequently experienced invasions,
plunder and conquest. They submitted to
successive rule by the Assyrians, Per-
sians, Byzantines, Romans, Ottoman
Turks and Russians. In the 19th century,
some Armenians sought to overcome
second-class citizenship under Ottoman
rule by working for equality and civil
rights; others formed underground
revolutionary societies in an effort to
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regain national freedom. In the late 19th
century, Armenians suffered periodic
persecution and killings. At the time of
World War 1, Armenia, sandwiched be-
tween Russia and Turkey, endured horri-
ble massacrees at the hands of the Ot-
toman Turks. Armenian leaders
—including priests and scholars—were
killed; Armenian conscripts, drafted into
segregated units of the Ottoman army,
were murdered; Armenian churches and
monuments were desecrated. Children
were seized and taken to be reared in
Turkish homes. Armenian survivors
were forced to flee, many starved to
death and others were killed by
marauding bands. Though the Turks
deny these acts were genocidal, 1.5
million Armenians died in this conflict in
1915.

After World War 1, Armenia briefly
became independent, but then the Turks
invaded the western part of the country
and incorporated it into Turkey. Eastern
Armenia, which in 1828 had been part of
Czarist Russia, came under Soviet rule in
1920. While the Soviets protected
Armenia from the Turks, territorial
problems remained, including that of
Nagorno-Karabakh, which was placed
under Soviet Azerbaijan. After World

The Armenian
Apostolic Church keeps
alive hope for new life
that comes in the midst
of misfortune.

War II, Armenia received funds for
schools and other social needs; after
Stalin’s death, memorials were built com-
memorating the Armenian genocide. In
neighboring Nagoruno-Karabakh,
however, Azerbaijan suppressed the
Armenian language, prohibited residents
from visiting Yerevan and banned in-
stitutions of higher education. In a ter-
ritory that had 130 churches and several
monasteries at the turn of the century,
none remained after the 1930s.

In 1987, Armenians’ sentiments
about Nagorno-Karabakh came into the
open, and many hoped that Gorbachev
would honor their wishes. When this did
not happen, Armenian agitation became
more radical. In July the Soviet govern-
ment rejected Nagorno-Karabakh’s
unification with Armenia as unconstitu-
tional on the grounds that “the territory
of a Union Republic cannot be altered
without its consent” (article 78 of the
Soviet Constitution), consent which Azer-
baijan steadfastly refused to give. At the
same time the Supreme Soviet decided to
send a representative of the Central Com-
mittee and the Presidium of the Supreme
Soviet to Stepanakert, the capital of
Nagorno-Karabagh, to deal with both
republics and to foster their social and
economic development. It also establish-

ed a special commission of the Palace of
Nationalities of the Supreme Soviet. The
Supreme Soviet had to acknowledge
Azerbaijanis’ needs as well, for it is part
of a large, resurging Muslim minority
that has its own historical claims. Azer-
baijan borders Iran, and the Shi’ite
Muslims of both countries share strong
historical ties.

A brief period of calm following the
July decisions ended in September when
the Armenians took to the streets again,
without the earlier slogans hailing Gor-
bachev and perestroika. Embittered by
Moscow’s failure to meet their demands,
Armenians adopted a much more radical
and sweeping outlook. The new Arme-
nian National Movement is now calling
for far more than reunification with
Nagorno-Karabakh; it is demanding that
in Armenia the national language be
given priority over Russian, that Arme-
nians be granted the right to fly the
Armenian flag used when Armenia was
independent, and that Armenian con-
sulates be opened in the countries of the
Armenian diaspora. It is insisting on veto
power over federal projects in Armenia
(such as a controversial nuclear power
plant) and a measure of economic
sovereignty as well. It wants the Red Ar-
my to establish an all-Armenian unit. The
Armenian activists, who maintain they
are working within the Soviet Constitu-
tion, are pushing for a large measure of
self-rule and expression. The electoral
reform taking place in the country gives
them hope that in the 1989 elections they
will be able to select officials who are
more sympathetic to their goals.

Agitation became so great in
November that the Red Army assumed
military control in Yerevan. Baku (the
capital of Azerbaijjan), and other com-
munities in the two republics, enforcing
curfews, directing military patrols and
roadblocks, and placing tanks at major in-
tersections. However, Gorbachev appears
determined not to resort to old-style
Soviet repression; he maintains that the
release of long pent-up grievances is to be
expected under perestroika. Yet some
worry that the enemies of reform will use
the unrest to foster a conservative
backlash against liberalization policies.
On the other hand, if the Armenians’
demands are rebuffed, their centuries-old
sense of victimization could lead them to
make even more radical demands,
resulting in a dangerous showdown with
Moscow.

The Armenian Apostolic Church has
played a central and unifying role in its
nation’s tragic history. In 301 A.D,,
Armenia became the first nation officially
to adopt Christianity. Over the centuries,

(continued on page 8)

Richard L. Deats directs the U.S.-U.S.S.R.
Reconciliation Projects of the Fellowship of
Reconciliation in Nyack, New York. This
article appeared in the January 25, 1989
issue of The Christian CENTURY.

MUSICAL ARMENIA
MARCH 11, 1989
Featuring
Mark Kyrkostos
Composer — Pianist

Weil Recital Hall
CARNEGIE HALL
W. 57th Street, New York City
8:30 p.m.

For tickets: (212) 689-7810

Tickets: $15.00

Sponsored by the Prelacy Ladies’ Guild
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WITH LOVE
AND THANKS. . .

Beloved People,

I write this message with a heart filled
with gratification and deep spiritual com-
fort. After the tribulations our people ex-
perienced for the Karabagh issue and par-
ticularly after the devastating earthquake
of Leninakan, when our hearts were
filled with sorrow and pain, it was most
comforting and uplifting to see His
Holiness Catholicos Vazken I of All
Armenians and His Holiness Catholicos
Karekin II of the Great House of Cilicia
together from the first moment of their
arrival in New York. Their presence was
the most tangible and exemplary
manifestation of their fatherly love and
concern for their church, their people,
and their fatherland.

They came, together, to jointly spon-
sor the participation of the Armenian

communities of the United States,
Canada, and South America, in the
reconstruction of the devastated areas in
general and of Stepanavan in particular.

Catholicos Vazken 1, as well as
members of his delegation, presented the
plans for the reconstruction of
Stepanavan and Catholicos Karekin II
gave his full support and expressed his
thoughts and vision on the coming work
of the redressment of the Armenian
people.

Our churches, communities, or-
ganizations as well as individuals were
motivated and expressed their readiness
to bring their full participation in the
coming months and years ahead by pro-
viding ways and means according to their
abilities for different aspects of the
reconstruction work through technical,
technological and material help.

Both our spiritual fathers have just
left for Etchmiadzin and Antelias. They
left with us their love, their dedication,
and their inspiring spirit of brotherhood
and unity.

“Ask your Father, and he will tell
you, your elders and they will explain to
you.” (Deut. 32:7); it is a divine precept. It
is now up to us to live up to their expecta-
tions by devoting ourselves to the
reconstruction work and follow their
commendable example of working
together.

I take this opportunity to extend to
you my heartfelt thanks and appreciation
for your kindness, your dignity and your
positive reactions which you expressed
towards our Vehapars. I rejoiced by
witnessing your joy, during the divine
liturgies and public functions where our
beloved Catholicoi addressed the people.

I pray to God to strengthen you with
the same spirit of love, mutual respect,
and sense of belonging exhibited by our
spiritual leaders.

God’s blessing be upen you alk

Prayerfully yours,

ARCHBISHOP MESROB ASHJIAN
Prelate
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*of the historical process,

Barbara Tuchman, 77

Barbara W. Tuchman, whose writings
of history earned her two Pulitzer Prizes,
died February 6 following a stroke. She
was 77 years old.

Mrs. Tuchman was a granddaughter
of Henry Morgenthau, Ambassador to the
Ottoman Empire during World War I, who
became an outspoken epewitness to the
massacre of Armenians during that
period.

Many of our readers may be un-
familiar with the speech Mrs. Tuckman
delivered during the 60th anniversary com-
memoration of the Genocide held in
Madison Square Garden in 1975. It is
reprinted below.

Our condolences to her husband, Dr.
Lester Tuchman, three children and four
grandchildren.

Archbishop Sarkissian, ladies and
gentlemen, I think my grandfather
would have been very proud and pleased
that your committee invited me to be
with you tonight, and I am pleased
myself.

1 know that as a Jew he understood
the importance of a people of ancient
history, ancient culture, and of intense
identity. Also as a Jew, he understood op-
pression, tyranny, pogroms. That was
why he could not remain Ambassador to
the Turks and resigned and came home.

Above all, he understood the necessi-
ty of survival. And that was why, in addi-
tion to humanitarian reasons, he came
home to become the moving spirit of the
American relief effort, which, more
than—I think it’s safe to say—more than
any other man he generated by public
meetings and money raising and writing
and speaking, and brought out that ex-
traordinary outpouring of relief from this
country that helped to save a large
number of the destitute survivors—the
kernel and nucleus of those of you who
are here tonight, and whose presence
here defies the idea of genocide.

That he could not insure the survival
of the independent Armenian Republic
established after the peace conference, or
prevent its desertion by the Allies and
the United States, was the tragic frustra-
tion that often goes with great ac-
complishments. But no one man could
have done that. It was one more, perhaps
the worst, of the terrible failures of the
peace settlement.

The important thing is that the
Armenians were not passive martyrs.
They fought back when they could, even
though the Turks, deliberately to make
the resistance impossible as they thought,
arrested the Armenian leaders first and
murdered them and then all the men.
Nevertheless, here and there, villages
held out—at Ourfa and Cilicia, where
they held off a regular Turkish Army
unit for six weeks; at Musa Dagh, where
they held the mountain against 15,000
Turks, and in the great rising at Van. It
was these actions that maintained your
identity and that nourished the spirit that
cannot be killed by Turks or Kurds or
anyone else.

If the price of liberty, as we say in this
country, is eternal vigilance, the price of
identity is eternal and conscious self-
respect. The basic principle still holds: “H
I am not for myself who will be for me?”
That is your task: maintaining, enriching,
strengthening your identity, never
forgetting, never merely assimilating in
the larger majority. As the Jews know the
struggle for identity is never over, it is
perpetual. The world is richer for every
people that feels itself a people, that
preserves its sense of nationhood and
cultural identity. And their own lives are
richer for it, and more meaningful. Does
territorial independence lie in your
future, as I hope it does? Who knows
what lies ahead?

Talaat, the Turkish Minister of In-
terior, refused to call off the massacres
and deportations on the ground, as he
told my grandfather of “the inevitability
” meaning that

the weaker nation must succumnb. He was
wrong. There is no inevitability in
history and the weaker nation, especially
one that is as old and viable as yours, is as
important as the stronger.

If there is one thing I have learned as
a historian, it is that history is never in-
evitable and wusually unpredictable.
History is a great joker forever presenting
us with a twist that no one anticipated.
The most important international event
since World War II was the split between
Soviet Russia and China in what we
thought was the Communist monolith.
No one predicted it or planned for it, yet
it turned international affairs inside out.
It is relevant, these unexpected twists,
because people say that your future has
been fixed. But you never know where
these twists will come.

Would you have said five years ago
that you would live to see Richard Nixon
and Mao Tse-tung having their pictures
taken together—looking uncomfortable
to be sure—but none the less side by side.
Yet we saw that impossible interview in
1972. The resignation, while under im-
peachment, of an American president,
would anyone have thought that was
coming? The overnight rise of the Arabs
like a Djinn out of a bottle, all the rever-
sals caused by all these unexpected and
unplanned happenings show us that
anything can happen.

Who knows what some fine day may
happen in Turkey, in Persia, in the Soviet
Union, where your land is, your origins,
your people?

At the Paris Peace Conference your
representative, the poet Aharonian, said
that the corpses of the martyrs “cried out
from the very earth” for assurance of an
independent home. They did not get
it—except in so far as it lives in you and in
the maintenance of your heritage, your
Armenianism, which must maintain
itself to be ready for that twist in history.

It is that survival that nullifies
genocide and ensures, to quote Winston
Churchill, that the three words “not in
vain may be the pride of those who sur-
vived and the epitaph of those who fell.”

I am sorry for those who do not
read the Bible every day; I wonder
why they deprive themselves of the
strength and the pleasure. It is one of
the most singular books in the
world, for every time you open it,
some old text that you have read a
score of times suddenly beams with
a new meaning.

There is no other book that I know
of...that pields its meaning so per-
sonally, that seems to fit itself so in-
timately to the very spirit that is
seeking its guidance.

Woodrow Wilson

Calendar of Events

Lenten Lecture Series

All of the lectures begin at 7:30
p-m. at the Prelacy, 138 E. 39th
St., New York.

MARCH 3
“The Architecture”
by Edward Balasanian

MARCH 10
“Weaver, Merchants and Kings:
The Art of Armenian Rug Weaving”
by Lucy Der Manuelian

MARCH 17
“Frescoes”
by Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian

MARCH 11
MUSICAL ARMENIA CONCERT
Mark Kyrkostas, composer/pianist.
Weill Concert Recital Hall, Carnegie
Hall,; 57th St., New York. For informa-
tion: S. Vartanian: (718) 441-2134.

Please call the Prelacy for
additional information
(212) 689-7810
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Artist Paul Sagsourian captures the
historic moment on 27th Street or as heard
in the crowd, Miracle on 27th Street.
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PONTIFICAL VISIT
(continued from page 1)

Supreme Patriarch began his message
with the welcome words, “This is my
first visit to this Cathedral and I can tell
you I feel it is my home, just as Catholicos
Karekin felt at home in Etchmiadzin.”
Acknowledging that there had been
many problems in the past, the Pontiff
said it is now time to put the past in the
past and to concentrate.on the future. He
recalled the circumstances which took
him to Lebanon just one year after his
election as Supreme Patriarch, and when
there was turmoil over the election of a
new incumbent for the Cilician See.

His Holiness said his visit to St. II-
Ittminator’s Cathedral will usher in a new
atmosphere of cooperation and mutual
respect leading to the resolution of issues
dividing the church in the United States.

“Together with my brother Karekin
II, we have resolved all our difference,”
the Pontiff continued. “When Catholicos
Karekin visited Etchmiadzin and
delivered a sermon from the Cathedral of
the Mother See, he said that a golden
bridge had been built between the
Mother See and Antelias. I wish to see this
bridge grow stronger and become a link
for closer relations.”

In conclusion, the Supreme Patriarch
pointed out that he was returning to his
post in consolation. “I can tell you that
what we have done here today was exact-
ly what the people of Armenia looked
for. I feel you understand me very well,
as I understand you.”

His Holiness’ words were frequently
interrupted with applause in a spon-
taneous and loving outpouring from the
congregation. Clergy and lay leaders left
the church in a processional and follow-
ing services outside the church where a
large group of faithful had gathered, the
entourage left for the airport. Ceremonies
at the airport included farewell perfor-
mances by students of the Holy Martyrs
Armenian School in Bayside, NY, and the
Hovnanian Armenian School in New
Milford, NJ.

Pontifical Divine Liturgy

Celebrating the Pontifical Divine
Liturgy on February 12, just one week
after His Holiness Vazken presided and
preached in the same Cathedral of St.
John the Divine, His Holiness Karekin II
eloquently implored the thousands in at-
tendance to recognize that we have all
been involved in the “making of history
this past week.” Emphasizing the need to
continue and enlarge our efforts for the
rehabilitation and reconstruction of the
stricken areas of the homeland, the Pon-
tiff also touched on the need to emphasize
human and intellectual life in a world
that is becoming overtaken by
technology. He also called for the im-
mediate release of the Karabagh Commit-
tee imprisoned in Moscow.

“The year 1988 is a turning point in
our history. The Nagorno-Kharabagh
issue and the earthquake had a catalytic
role in buttressing the unity of the na-
tion. The world today is not the world of
30 years ago. Look around. Look at
Europe. Look at East-West relationships.
Today’s world is not a world of polariza-
tion but a world of convergence. Polemics
are turning into dialogue. Rapproach-
ment is the new line.

“We Armenians,” the Pontiff con-
tinued, “have to read the sign of the
times and adjust our strategy and the
direction of our goals accordingly. We
have reached such a stage of national
maturity where we are one nation or we
are no nation. We are not just pieces of a
nation scattered around the world. I
believe the Armenian people living at
this time have to find a way to enter into
real dialogue with each other.”
Historic Week

The history-making ten days,
organized by the Diocese of the Arme-
nian Church, began on February 3, when
both Pontiffs arrived in New York within
hours of each other. The tone of the visit

was quickly set at Hrashapar Services in"

St. Vartan Cathedral when His Holiness
{continued on page 8)
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The Rev. Jesse Jackson delivers an
emotion-packed speech to the con-
gregants during the ecumenical
service at St. Vartan Cathedral.
“You’ve known massacre,
genocide, you’ve known Stalinism,
you’ve known Marxism, and pet
none of this adversity has broken
your spirit. Yesterday’s pain and
despair, and tomorrow’s hope and
possibility bring us here together
tonight.” In a well-received and
stirring speech His Holiness
Karekin II declared “Armenian
historiography is not equal only to
martyriology. We've seen many
ruins, but have never been ruined,
seen many tombs, but never been
reduced to those tombstones.
Tragedy must never lead us to
despair. With determination and
faith, our people will rise from the
ashes and rebuild our country in
the image of Christ. . . How did we
survive 2000 pears? With faith in
Christ, faith in the dignity of our
nation. We shall walk hand in
hand. We shall overcome!”

His Holiness Karekin II addresses the representatives of Armenian American organiza-
tions during the two-day meeting held at St. Vartan Cathedral. The first day His Holiness
Vazken 1 and other officials provided up-to-date information about conditions in
Armenia and what is needed from the Diaspora. The second day representatives of the
organizations presented reports of their efforts in raising funds. The meetings concluded
on a positive note as representatives pledged their support Vazken I and Armenia.
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NEW PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE
AT THE PRELACY BOOKSTORE
THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE: Documentation, Volume 2, by Institute for

Armenian Problems, Munich 1988. Special Price $69.00
THE BLACK RAVEN by Murad Mathossentz
United Kingdom 1988, 252 pp. $18.50

GHARABAGH: Documents of Armenian Architecture, Volume 19
Italy 1988, 110 pp. $30.00

HISTORICAL ATLAS OF ARMENIA, 2nd Edition
New York 1988, 50 pp. $25.00

IN THE SHADOW OF THE FORTRESS: The Genocide Remembered
by Bertha Nakshian Ketchian, U.S.A., 1988, 172 pp. $11.95

Please add $3.00 for postage and handling for each item ordered. Send order
and check to:

The Armenian Prelacy Bookstore
138 East 39th Street
New York, New York 10016

John 0. Vartan Donates 1% Million to Prelacy;
Guides Earthquake Relief in Harrisburg Area

John O. Vartan, the Harrisburg, Penn-
sylvania based businessman and real
estate developer, presented a gift of
$1,250,000 to the Prelacy to fund pro-
grams for education, the needy, the elder-
ly, and development of clerical leaders.

Mr. Vartan, who has achieved
phenomenal success in just 12 years, said
he had been considering the donation for
some time but was waiting for the right
moment. The ever-increasing activities of
the Prelacy and the earthquake prompted
him to announce his donation im-
mediately so that the day-to-day opera-
tion of the Prelacy would not suffer
because of the fund raising efforts for
Armenia.

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian travelled
to Harrisburg soon after the announce-
ment to personally thank Mr. Vartan for

on behalf of the earthquake relief fund.
When the disaster struck, Mr. Vartan
quickly set up a special fundraising drive
in Harrisburg, raising $60,000 from local
townspeople. He matched the sum and
forwarded a $120,000 check to the
Prelacy’s earthquake fund.

Mr. Vartan has also donated to the
Armenian church the use of a day camp
he recently purchased in New Jersey. The
camp, according to Mr. Vartan, accom-
modates 300 children and features an
Olympic-size pool, play area, tennis
courts, baseball fields, and trails.

The Prelacy of the Armenian
Apostolic Church of America expresses
its deep gratitude to Mr. Vartan and his
family. Their contribution will enable the
initiation and continuation of many pro-
Jects serving our people now and for

his generous gift and also for his efforts generations to come.

Mrs. Marie Keosheyan, mother of John O. Vartan, who recently donated 1% million
dollars to the Prelacy for special projects, listens as her son dedicates the Allison Hill Com-
munity Center in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. Mr. Vartan built the Center for the local
community, and Mrs. Keosheyan was the guest of honor during the dedication
ceremonies. Local politicians and residents praised Mr. Vartan for building the center
which, they say, will keep children off the streets and provide senior citizens a place to
meet. The Very Rev. Anoushavan Tanielian was present at the dediction representing
Archbishop Ashjian. Mayor Stephen R. Reed commented, “I can remember no person, no
group that has made a contribution of this significance to the City of Harrisburg in at
least 40 years.” Residents had struggled for years to build a center but several plans fail-
ed for a variety of reasons according to City Council President Reizdan B. Moore.

Students from Bleshman School
Launch ‘‘Kids Helping Kids’’ Campaign

At precisely 11:41 a.m. on December 7, 1988, the foundation of Armenia was
shaken. The time and date are now permanently recorded in the pages of history. So,
too, are the tender stories. Like many news articles written and still to be written
about the earthquake, the following account is taken from a letter sent to our Prelacy
office recently. It is a stirring human interest story—one that depicts the depth of
human compassion and love from children to children that not only will be
documented permanently on paper but will also remain indelibly printed on the
tablets of Armenian hearts everywhere. . . .

Students enrolled in a special program for the multiple handicapped at the Nor-
man A. Bleshman School in Paramus, New Jersey, recently held a Bagel Sale to help
raise money for the victims of the Armenian Earthquake. The students from Mrs.
Rager’s class launched this campaign of “Kids Helping Kids” during the month of
January and raised $272. ““A donation table was also set up,’’ said Mrs. Rager, “and all
the children in our school saved their pennies to help the Armenian children.”

The class initiated the project with a great deal of enthusiasm by preparing com-
puter flyers and announcements and posting them along with maps of Armenia
throughout the school. When told that thousands of children were separated from
their parents during the occurrence of the earthquake, one of the students named
Jonathon, expressed the desire to continue the outreach by writing to the Armenian
children because “he wanted to make them feel better.”

Joanna Baghsarian
Director Christian Education
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NEXT MONTH: DETAILS OF MILLENNIUM CELEBRATION
OF THE CATHEDRAL OF ANI

PONTIFICAL VISIT
(continued from page 4)

Vazken I told the large audience of clergy
and laymen that although the earthquake
was a prime reason for his trip he was
also deeply committed to the realization
of mutual understanding and cooperation
leading to true unity. He expressed the
hope that the solidarity he and Karekin II
feel will provide an impetus toward
reconciliation. Karekin Vehapar express-
ed his profound thanks to his “‘elder
brother” for inviting him to join him in
the United States in order to coordinate
relief efforts. Acknowledging that the
earthquake had brought them together,
he confided that even prior to the great
disaster he had decided to go to Armenia
in order to begin a dialogue between the
two Sees. Karekin Vehapar pledged his
solidarity with Vazken I saying, ‘“We
must all work together to bring our
homeland out of its misery.”

The immense and impressive
Cathedral of St. John the Divine was the
setting for the first Pontifical Divine
Liturgy with His Holiness Vazken I as
celebrant and preacher. In a prepared ser-
mon delivered in Armenian and
simultaneously translated into English,
His Holiness told the 5,000 congregants
about the condition of the homeland. He
thanked his “brother” Karekin II for ac-
cepting his invitation to be by his side
helping him in his mission. His Holiness
spoke at length about the Karabagh con-
troversy and the call for the return of the
Kantsasar monastery in Karabagh. He
spoke extensively about the religious
revival spreading throughout Armenia.
He spoke about the reunification of the
Armenian church and expressed the
hope that this initial step will lead to true
unity.

The busy days that followed included
a press conference at City Hall in New
York City where Mayor Koch welcomed
the two Pontiffs and outlined the actions
he had taken on behalf of the Armenian
earthquake relief efforts. An ecumenical
dinner and service took place Tuesday
evening, February 7, with the attendance
of clergy from many denominations. The
Rev. Jesse Jackson delivered an impas-
sioned speech about his trip to Armenia.
Rev. Jackson had just returned from
Armenia; in fact, he arrived in New York
on the same Aeroflot airline which
brought His Holiness Vazken I to New
York.

Meeting with President Bush

The two Catholicoses met with Presi-
dent Bush at the White House, Thursday
morning, February 9. They thanked the
president for the efforts of the U.S.
government and people. His Holiness
Vazken especially thanked President
Bush for sending his son and grandson to
Armenia soon after the earthquake. That
same afternoon the President’s wife, Bar-
bara, greeted another group of Armenian
children who arrived in Maryland for
medical treatment. The two Pontiffs were
also on hand with their entourage, to
greet and comfort the injured. This group
was brought over under the sponsorship
of Project Hope. A few days earlier a
group of injured Armenians had arrived
in New York under the sponsorship of
Americares,

Meetings

Perhaps the most extraordinary event
of the week were the two days of
meetings with the participation of the
major Armenian organizations in the
American Diaspora. His Holiness Vazken
I presided, sharing the dais with His
Holiness Karekin II, Archbishop Torkom
Manoogian, Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian,
Archbishop Vatche Hovsepian, and Arch-
bishop Datev Sarkissian.

Both Catholicoses addressed the
gathering. Vazken Vehapar reiterated the
need of the Diaspora to have complete
first-hand description of the intensity of
the disaster. He also emphasized the need
for western technology and equipment.

Karekin Vehapar pledged his support
to Vazken 1. He emphasized that the
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the people have remained steadfastly
loyal to their church, despite challenges
from conquerors. Prior to World War II,
the Soviet government closed most
Armenian churches and monasteries as it
promoted scientific materialism. The
church retained its hold on the people,
though, and in recent years a spiritual
revival has occurred. Reforms are allow-
ing new churches to open and long-closed
churches and monasteries to be
renovated. The primate who heads the
Armenian Church, Catholicos Vazken I,
has guided the church in a moderating,
reconciling role during the unrest.
Though in March he appealed to Gor-
bachev for a just solution to the Arme-
nians’ dispute, he has not encouraged the
church to lead the activist movement; in
fact, he asked demonstrators to stop car-
rying his picture on placards.
Nonetheless, the church will doubtless
continue to provide the people with a
sense of identity and uniqueness and a
solace in time of difficulty.

On a clear day, especially in the early
morning or at dusk, Mt. Ararat can be
seen from Yerevan towering across the
border in Turkey. Pointing heavenward,
it is a vivid reminder to “Job’s people,” as
many Armenians regard themselves, that
God’s promise of a new start after the
flood was fulfilled here. The Armenian
Apostolic Church keeps alive that
memory and the hope for new life that
comes even in the midst of misfortune.

Misfortune has most recently taken
the form of an earthquake. And hardly
had the dust settled from that catastrophe
before new controversy surfaced. Spitak,
a town virtually destroyed by the quake,
had been one of the main refuges for
Armenians fleeing Azerbaijan. The press
quoted survivors complaining that while
neighboring Georgians were aiding
Armenia, Azerbaijan were gloating over
the tragedy. Soviet rescue teams that
evacuated injured children to Moscow
hospitals heard Armenians claim that
these children would never be returned
and would be raised in non-Armenian
homes.

This sense of unfair treatment gave
rise to wild rumors and even hysteria in
the earthquake’s aftermath. But those
who remained calm were encouraged by
the government’s response. The Soviets
welcomed relief efforts from all over the
world and, in an unusual open gesture,
gave full reports of the devastation. Gor-
bachev cut short his triumphant visit to
the United States to oversee personally
the relief efforts. Revelations that many
of the destroyed buildings were poorly
constructed solemnly reminded
observers of the stagnation of the
Brezhnev era and of the importance of
democratization.

But the curbing of the protest move-
ment indicates the limit of democratiza-
tion. Troops that had been sent in earlier
were still strictly controlling popular ac-
tivity at the end of the year. Many na-
tionalist leaders were arrested and jailed
for 30 days; others went into hiding.
Armenian-language newspapers stopped
reporting on the nationalist movement,
whose leaders the Soviet press was attack-
ing as extremists. Outward calm returned
somewhat, but satisfactory resolution of
the crisis remained elusive. The Arme-
nian situation will test the strength of
Gorbachev’s reform policy.

Diaspora must play a role in the “ad-
vancement of the quality of life in
Armenija.”

Bishop Diran Gureghian, Primate of
the Diocese of Moscow, gave an extensive
report about the damage caused by the
earthquake. Mr. Krikor Khandjian, a
painter and well-known public figure in
Soviet Armenia, presented the various
projects that had been planned by of
ficials of Stepanavan. His Holiness Vazken
had earlier presented the proposition of
the American Diaspora underwriting the
reconstruction of that town.



