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THE ARMENIAN SCHOOL

ON THE OCCASION OF
‘“ARMENIAN SCHOOL WEEK 1988”

by Meline Karakashian, Ed.S.

Recently, while waiting for my daughter, Lory, at
Siamanto Academy in New York, I had occasion to
chat with the Director, Mrs. Hourig Papazian-
Sahagian, on the subject of the Armenian school
phenomenon. She then asked me to write about my
experiences in the Armenian schools, having been, in
turn, a student, teacher and an administrator through
the years.

This week, we celebrate the Armenian school,
whether it is in the United States, Lebanon, Europe,
South America, Canada, Australia or in Armenia
itself. And we celebrate its teachers, as without the
teachers, Armenian education would not exist; the
teachers who share their knowledge and love of all
things Armenian, with our youth, thus passing on that
‘‘special feeling’’ that one receives in Armenian
schools. We celebrate the students, with their laughter,
their thirst for knowledge, their pranks, and their com-
plaints, who sacrifice their Saturday cartoons and
sports and their Friday night parties, to attend Arme-
nian school. Last, but not least, we celebrate the
parents who sacrifice their time and who often make
greater sacrifices to expose their children to Armenian
education.

I believe that what the Armenian School teaches its
students is secondary to the spirit and the memories
of interpersonal experiences that it instills in its
students. These memories do not die, no matter how
old or how important the person becomes later on in
life.

We cannot predict what Armenian students will
remember of their lessons. I can not forsee what my
own children will retain from their Armenian educa-
tion, whether it was in the local schools or later in
Siamanto Academy where they deepened their
knowledge of Armenian culture along with their
doznes of teeniage classmates. However, I know this:
that the subjective impressions and the deep bond of
friendship they forge now, will stay with them
forvever!

Like the waves of the ocean, generations come and
go, teachers come and go but THE ARMENIAN
SCHOOL remains, as it has done for centuries on end!

ARMENIAN NATIONAL EDUCATION
COMMITTEE HONORED BY
AMERICAN COUNCIL ON EDUCATION

The commission of Higher Education, Washington,
D.C. will present an award to A.N.E.C. on October
27, 1988 for founding and maintaining the NY-NJ
Siamanto Academy, an innovative educational institu-
tion designed specifically for Armenian high school-
age students. The Commission’s accrediting agency,
the American Council on Education, has authorized
A.N.E.C. to grant 9 college credit recommendations
in foreign language and history to Siamanto Academy
graduates for extra-institutional college-level training.

(Cont. page 6)



HOLY CROSS CHURCH OF

TROY, NEW YORK
CELEBRATES ITS 30TH ANNIVERSARY

On Saturday and Sunday, September 24 and 25,
1988, the Holy Cross Armenian Apostolic Church,
Troy, New York celebrated the 30th Anniversary of
its consecration. On Saturday a ‘‘Reunion Nite’’ was
hosted by the Ladies’ Guild of the church in the John
Sarkis Auditorium, with guests from Mt. Laurel, N.J.,
Providence, R.I., Springfield, Mass.and W. Palm
Beach, Fla.

On Sunday, Divine Liturgy was celebrated by His
Eminence Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, followed with
a banquet at the Century House, Latham, N.Y.

Mr. John Karian, Chairman of the Board of
Trustees welcomed all those present and turned the
program over to Master of Ceremonies, Harry
Mardigian.

Remarks were heard from Bishop Ball from the
Diocese of the Episcopal Church of the Capital
District, Rev. Hammond, Pastor, United Armenian
Calvary Congregational Church, Troy, N.Y., Rev.
Khatchig Megerdichian, Pastor, Holy Cross Armenian
Apostolic Church, Troy, N.Y. and John
Khachadourian, Chairman of the 30th Anniversary
Steeing Committee.

A proclamaion acknowledging the 30th Anniversary
was read and presented to Der Hayr by Martin Mahar,
Deputy Mayor of the City of Troy.

Vocal selections were sung by the ‘‘Ani Chorus”
under the direction of Mrs. Syran Lighter with solos
rendered by Hrant Bardakjian and Seta Deyirmenjian.

Mrs. Zepure Ovigian was honored by Serpazan
Hayr and the community for her 30 years of service
to the Church and her 20 years as Chairman of the
Holy Cross Church Ladies’ Guild.

*Mrs. Syran Lighter, Choir Director, was also
honored by Serpazan Hayr and the Church Choir for
her 64 years of service to her Church and 30 years of
devoted service to the Holy Cross Armenian Apostolic
Church and the Church Choir.

His Eminence Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, assisted
by Alice Khachadourian, Recording Secretary of the
National Association of Ladies’ Guilds, presented a
Certificate of Achievement and a Pendant with the
logo of the National Association to the following
Ladies’ Guild members who have served their church
faithfully for 25 years or more:

Eliza Aprahamian
Flora Malkonian
Santought Malkonian
Mary Minassian
Zepure Ovigian
Arevnaz Soultanian
Siranoush Sukljian

All those present were enlightened by a very inspir-
ing message delivered by His Eminence Archbishop
Mesrob Ashjian. ‘

The program closed with the singing of ‘‘Giligia™’.

The recipients of the N.A.L.G. awards:
Left to right: Mary Minassian, Flora Malkonian, Santought
Malkonian, Arevnaz Soultanian, Zepure Ovigian.
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A.R.E.C. HOLDS
TRI-REGIONAL TEACHER
TRAINING SEMINARS

The Armenian Religious Education Council of the
Prelacy, recently held Tri-regional Teacher Training
Seminars in Philadelphia, Pa; Worcester, Mass; and
Dearborn, Mich. The three 1-day Workshops were
held on Saturdays during the month of September.

Participants sat through three lectures, absorbed by
the enthusiasm of the speakers who spoke with con-
viction, authority and Godly love for their people.

Rev. Antranig Baljian, Pastor of St. Gregory Arme-
nian Church in Indian Orchard, Massachusetts, gave
the spiritual significance of the 4-part Badarak. His
explanation gave new meaning to the Liturgy. On a
more personal note, his presentation so profoundly
touched me, that upon entering the Nave of Sts. Var-
tanantz the following day, I truly touched the hemline
of heaven as I stood in the door — heaven’s gates. His
revelation of the significance behind all this symbolism
allowed me also to enter into true worship, more so
than ever before. As I watched Hayr Anuvshavan
celebrate the Divine Liturgy, I studied his vestments
and recalled what I learned just the day before in
Philadelphia: That as a soldier who must be fully-
protected and prepared before battle, so too, must the
celebrant wear the full armor of God enabling him to
extinguish all the flaming missiles of the evil one. The
high collar called the ““vagas’’, reminded me of the
story of the Good Shepherd, who; having lost one of
His sheep, searched and found it, wrapped it around
His shoulders and returned to His flock, rejoicing that
He found His one sheep who strayed.

The vagas” is like the sheep and like the Good
Shepherd, the Priest is anointed to do the same.

Professor Varouj Mazmanian spoke on the topic
“How To Use the Sunday School Hour Most Effec-
tively*’ in Philadelphia. This same theme was covered
by Pastor Steven Macchia in Worcester and by Aghav-
ni Bashian in Dearborn. It is interesting to point out
that although the speakers were given the same topic,
they were not aware of the contents of one another’s
texts. Yet, their message was the same in that the ef-
fective teacher is one who: relies on the Holy Spirit,
prays, comes prepared, is sensitive to the individual
needs of the student, relates the lesson to the student’s
life and disciplines with love.

Aram Stepanian, Archdeacon of St. Stephen Arme-
nian Church in Watertown, Massachusetts, taught us
“How fto use the Bible In the Sunday School
Classroom’’. He began by quoting Karekin Vehapar
who described the place of honor the Bible held in his
own personal life. He taught us to compare Bible
heroes with Armenian Church heroes, to present the
Bible through Liturgical Psalms and Sharagans and
through Church Fathers — like St. Mesrob — who
looked upon the Bible with reverence and held it in
high esteem. He ended by saying that every Armenian
Church is built on the Word of God: When the
groundbreaking takes place, a Bible is set in the hollow
of the earth as the foundation upon which the new
Church is built.

““How To Use Craft and Curriculum Most Creative-
Iy’ was presented by AREC Coordinator, Joanna
Baghsarian. Material such as a ‘‘My Prayer Coloring
Book’’ with Armenian prayers for Primaries, a new
Christmas Pageant, ‘‘Handwork and Action Rhymes”’
for Preschoolers, and ‘“Talksheets’’ that help Junior
and Senior High School students deal with and think
through values, morals, dating, love, peer pressure,
stress, drugs, alcohol, etc., were received with great
enthusiasm. Teachers were also given ‘‘tips’’ on
methods in teaching Sharagans, on how to use Arme-
nian Church Vocabulary Flashcards followed by how
to have an end-of-the-year ‘““Word Bee’’ with the
words they learned. Ways of making your Sunday
School hour more colorful and inviting were endless!

The participants, without exception, enjoyed a day
of inspirational teachings by experts. They broke bread
together with glad and sincere hearts and enjoyed the
company and favor of the people. They came to be
guided as keepers of the faith, to receive knowledge
as seekers of Godly wisdom and to be better equip-
ped to direct, to teach, to create and yes, even to sing
for the sake of the students placed in their care.

Before departing for the final Seminar in Dearborn,
His Eminence Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian gave me
his blessings, consecrating the entire Seminar Project
and 1988-89 with these words of hope: ‘‘Some teachers
Dlant seeds of faith, others water. We may not see the
results immediately. Just open their minds and God
will do the rest for it is He who makes the seedling
grow to full maturity...”’

JOANNA BAGHSARIAN

Director of Christian Education,
AREC
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SARKIS TESHOIAN APPOINTED
MASSACHUSETTS DISTRICT JUDGE

Mr. Sarkis Teshoian, an attorney in Worcester, MA,
was recently appointed as District Judge by Governor
Michael Dukakis. Mr. Teshoian has been a community
leader and a devoted member of the Armenian
Apostolic Church. He has served the church in many
capacities for more than two decades.

In 1969 and 1983 Mr. Teshoian was the Chairman
of the Steering Committee to receive Catholicos
Khoren I, and Karekin I1, to the United States. From
1971-79 he was a delegate to the National Represen-
tative Assembly, and in 1979-80, and 1980-82 he was
the Chairman of the Prelacy Executive Council. He
also attended the World Assembly of the Catholicosate
of Cilicia in 1977, as a delegate from eastern U.S.A.,
and participated in the convocation that elected
Karekin II as Catholicos. Finally, Mr. Teshoian serv-
ed as the North American Representative to the nine
membered Central Executive Council of the Great
House of Cilicia.

He has also held a number of important positions
as in professional and other organizations. He has
served as Director of Family Health and Social Ser-
vice Center, and as Director of The National Con-
ference of Christians and Jews in Worcester County.
He has been a member of the American Bar Associa-
tion, Massachusetts Bar Association, Worcester Coun-
ty Bar Association and the Worcestor Committee on
Foreign Relations. He has also received the St. Thomas
Moore Society Plaque as an Ecumenical Award, in
1980.

We whole-heartedly congratulate Mr. Sarkis and
Mrs. Ardemis Teshoian. They have both been outstan-
ding members of our community and the Governor
could not have made a better choice by appointing Mr.
Teshoian as District Judge. We wish Mr. Teshoian suc-
cess in his new and important position.

ONNIC MARASHIAN
PROMOTED TO NEW POSITION

According to Michael Hehir, executive vice presi-
dent, McGraw-Hill Financial Services Co., Onnic
Marashian is appointed editorial director — Western
Hemisphere for Platt’s Energy Services. He is respon-
sible for Western Hemisphere editorial input for the
newsletters, wires and online srvices published by the
Platt’s group. In addition to his new responsibilities,
he continues as editor-in-chief of Platt’s OILGRAM
NEWS, a post he has held since 1973.

Prior to that, Mr. Marashian was OILGRAM
NEWS bureau chief in Washington, D.C. and
McGraw-Hill World News correspondent in
Washington and London. He joined McGraw-Hill in
1957 when he set up World News’ Middle East Bureau
in Beirut. Earlier, he was a free lance correspondent
for the Christian Science Monitor and McGraw-Hill
World News, and an associate editor at the Beirut
Daily Star.

Onnic Marashian holds a bachelor of arts degree in
journalism from the American University in Cairo and
a master of arts degree from Syracuse University.

Marashian is a current member and a former chair-
man of the Prelacy Executive council, and has been
a devoted member of the Armenian Apostolic Church,
and has served the Armenian community, in many
capacities. We whole-heartedly congratulate the
Marashian family, and we wish Mr. Marashian suc-
cess in his new position.



PRELACY LECTURE SERIES

ON THE OCCASION OF
THE ARMENIAN CULTURE MONTH
THE FEAST OF HOLY TRANSLATORS

Date: Friday, October 28, 1988
Lecturer: Prof. Robert Thomson
Topic: Agathangelos

Date: Friday, November 4, 1988
Lecturer: Prof. Nina Garsoian
Topic: Pavsdos Puzant

Date: Sunday, November 13, 1988
Lecturer: Dr. Levon Avdoyan

Topic: Zenop Klag

Time: 4 p.m.

Date: Friday, November 18, 1988
Lecturer: Prof. Peter Cowe
Topic: Yeghishe

ALL LECTURES START AT 7:30 P.M.
(Except November 13th)

AT

THE VAHAKN & HASMIG HOVNANIAN HALL
THE PRLACY
138 EAST 39TH STREET
NEW YORK CITY

KHIRIMIAN HAYRIG
POSTER WINS AWARD

The Type Director’s Club, a communications design
group in New York City, has awarded to Glazer and
Kalayjian, Inc., an award for typographic excellence
for their poster design announcing a gathering to
celebrate Khirimian Hayrig’s life. Glazer and Kalay-
jian, Inc. was asked to design the poster by His
Eminence Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, for the event
held at St. Bartholomew’s Church in New York City,
on November 8, 1987.

The Type Director’s Club is a well known and a very
well respected organization amongst design profes-
sionals, and it is thus a great honor to be selected for
this award. This is the 34th year that the Type Direc-
tor’s Club has organized an awards show, and this year
there were over 5,000 entries from roughly 18 coun-
tries. This year only 191 of the entries were selected
to receive an award and appear in their annual book
entitled Typography 9. The award winners are also in-
cluded in six separate travelling shows which originate
throughout the world and cover such areas as North
America, Europe, Japan, Australia and New Zealand.

THE AWARD PRESENTED TO THE KHIRIMIAN

HAYRIG POSTER

DECORATIVE WALL PLAQUE
In Honor of the Heroes of

KARABAGH 1988

Bronze Hand Crafted
13.5" X 9" § 1bs.

Artist: GRIGOR GEVORKYAN
PRICE: $47.00 (Including Postage)
(All proceeds will be allocated
to the Karabagh cause)

To Order: Please mail yur check to:
Armenian Prelacy Bookstore
138 East 39th Street
New York, N.Y. 10016

Norikian Exhibit

Oils and Watercolors

PRELACY OF THE ARMENIAN
APQSTGLIC CHURCH OF AMERICA
138 EAST 39th STREET

NEW YORK, N.Y.

Exhibition Hours:
November 14 - 20, 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
And by appointment
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ARMENIAN NATIONAL EDUCATION
COMMITTEE HONORED

(Cont. from page 1)

cepted in 4,500 colleges and universities nationwide,

The NY-NJ Siamanto Academy has graduated
dozens pf students during the 8 years of its existence.
Th? training that Academy students receive involves
an intense 3-year cycle of Armenian studies in Arme-
nian history, language and literature. Classes are held
one day a week in New York City.

Dr. Steve Checkosky and Mrs. Hourig Papazian-
Sahagian, co-founders of Siamanto Academy and Mr.
Ardash Hamparian, Chairman of A.N.E.C. will ac-
cept the award on behalf of the Academy Board.

Recently an adult education extension course was
aflded to the Siamanto Academy program. Armenian
history is being covered during Fall semester as a
survey non-credit course. Similarly, language and con-
versation will be offered in the Spring semester, begin-
ning January 10, 1989.
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CARL crey

Friday and Saturday
February 3-4, 1989
at the new

Newport Marriot
Newport, Rl

Sponsored by the
Prelacy of the
Armenian Church
of America

Weekend package includes:
e Friday and Saturday nights lodging

e Admission to the Talent Show followed by
Armenian Hospitality, Music and Dancing

o Saturday Night Dinner in the Atrium

followed by Armenian Music and Dancing
and the Grand Drawing

0

$140. per person — double occupancy

Art Exhibit e Book Store e Video Presentations
throughout the weekend

Hotel accommodations inciude pocl, sauna and gyrr

Reservations deadline with $40. deposit
due before January 9, 1989,

Mail (tax deductible) check to Sts, Vartanantz Church, 402 Broadway, Providence, Rl
For further information call the church office (401) 831-6399

PAREGENTAN VIll MARDI GRAS FESTIVAL




