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BLESSING OF HOLY CHRISM
A GREAT EVENT IN ANTELIAS

Sunday, 9th of October, 1988 went into history as
a distinct and significant date in recent Armenian
Church history. Under bright sunshine in the open air,
at the Armenian Catholicosate of Cilicia (Antelias,
Lebanon), more than ten thousand Armenian faithful
experienced a unique event of intense spiritual life,
witnessing the grandiose ceremony of the Blessing of
Holy Chrism or ‘‘Muron.”’

The ceremony was presided over by His Holiness
Karekin II, the Catholicos of Cilicia being assisted by
sixteen Archbishops and Bishops, twelve of whom
were fully vested and on the altar, taking part in the
readings of the Holy Scriptures and the special prayers
as written in the centuries-old Pontifical Ritual.

The blessing of the Holy Chrism in the Armenian
Church is the most elaborate and solemn church
ceremony highly regarded and valued by the people.

touched by the Spirit; they were uplifted and imbued
by the sense of the divine presence in them. Indeed,
it was a most impressive sight for the huge multitude
of the faithful to see twelve Archbishops, Diocesan
Prelates, surrounding the Catholicos on the altar, ho-
ly relics in their hands, sharing in the prayers. They.
had come from Lebanon (Archbishop Aram
Keshishian), Syria (Archbishop Souren Kataroyan),
Cyprus (Senior Archimandrite Yeghishe Manjikian),
Iran (Archbishop Ardag Manougian from Tehran and
Archbishop Gorun Babian from Isfahan), Kuwait
(Senior Archimandrite Oshagan Choloyan), Greece
(Archbishop Sahag Ayvazian), the United States of
America (Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian — Eastern
Prelacy and Canada — and Archbishop Datev Sarkis-
sian — Prelate of Western Diocese — Archbishop

Sumpad Lapadjian, Bishop Yeprem Tabakian).

His Holiness Karekin II pours the Holy Muron from Etchmiadzin into the new Muron of the Catholicosate of Cilicia.
The silver dove was a gift from His Holiness Vasken I

It is performed once in every seven years and only by
the Head of the Church, the Catholicos. Today in the
whole world there are only two places where this event
takes place: a. Etchmiadzin, in Soviet Armenia, by the
Catholicos of All Armenians, and b. Antelias, in
Lebanon. The Dioceses under the jurisdiction of these
two Catholicosates receive the Holy Chrism, the sacred
oil, from these two respective Church Centers.

Holy Muron occupies a singularly distinct place in
Armenian religious beliefs and Christian life. It is us-
ed for christening or for the Confirmation of baptis-
ed children, for the ordination of priests, the consecra-
tion of bishops and also for the consecration of the
Catholicos. Church buildings, pictues of saints, and
other related sacred objects are anointed by Holy
Muron. In the popular approach, Holy Muron is con-
sidered not only as the seal of the Holy Spirit but also
as a sign of being an Armenian.

THE CEREMONY AT ANTELIAS
Antelias was transfigured into a Mount Tabor, as
was stated by H.H. Karekin in his sermon. People were

Priests, members of the Religious Order of the
Catholicosate of Cilicia, had come from different parts
of the world, including such distant places as Van-
couver and Venezuela, to share in this great event.

The god-father for this ceremony was Mr. Vahan
Shamlian from Fresno, California, but due to unfor-
seent difficulties for travel, he could not reach Antelias.
Upon his request, Mr. S. Kabadayan of Glendale,
California, acted as god-father on his behalf by
holding during the ceremony the upper part (the dom-
ed cover) of the Holy Cauldron containing the Muron.

MANIFESTATION OF THE UNITY OF THE

ARMENIAN CHURCH
One of the most luminous aspects of the event was
the participation of the Catholicosate of Etchmiadzin
in the ceremony. His Holiness Catholicos Vazgen I,
upon the invitation of H.H. Karekin II, had delegated
Archbishop Houssig Santourian and Rev. Serovbe
Issakhanian as his representatives to participate in this
solemn and magnificient ceremony. The thousaads of
people attending hailed with applause the moment,
(Cont. on page 4)
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A Tribute To The
Rev. Fr. Gomidas Der Torossian

Blessed are the merciful for they shall obtain mercy,
blessed are the clean of heart for they shall see God.
(Gospel of St. Matthew, Chapter 5, verses 7-8).

As I write this final tribute to our beloved Der Hayr,
I have chosen these words from the gospel of St. Mat-
thew for I sincerely believe these verses are those which
describe him and his character so well.

I had the good fortune of knowing Der Gomidas
for the past 7 years. Throughout those years I have
learned to grow and love the guidance and wisdom
which I have obtained from this truly dedicated and
humble servant of God and his people. This was a man
who was loving, compassionate, giving, and a kind ex-
ample of humanity. This was a man who because he
gave he could not take and because he laughed he
could not cry. Here was a man who refused to criticise
anyone for any reason; he always forgave in the spirit
of God and the gospel both of which he served with
humility and dedication.

Der Gomidas was a true spiritual shepherd of the
Armenian people and a faithful and humble servant
of the Armenian Apostolic Church both of which he
loved so dearly and deeply.

Forewell my beloved Der Gomidas, you were my
spiritual father. You taught me what it meant to love
and forgive. You became my shining example of what
it means to serve and do so with gladness. You show-
ed me that as Armenians and Christians we live and
serve with faith, hope, and unabiding love. Most of
all you showed me that all of us are human and each
one of us has our own frailties and shortcomings and
should learn to care and understand one another. For
all of this I could never repay you, Der Hayr.

Rest in peace, dear Der Gomidas, and as the scrip-
ture says, ‘‘A job well done; good and faithful ser-
vant, you have been faithful over many things. Enter
now into the joy of the Lord.”

MARKAR KASSABIAN
Archdeacon
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VIDEO VIDEO
THE BLESSING
OF THE HOLY MURON
BY
H.H. CATHOLICOS
KAREKIN II
Of The Great House of Cilicia
OCTOBER 9, 1988
Includes English Narration by
MICHAEL KERMOYAN
VHS 60 MIN.
$30.00 (postage and handling included)

ORDER FROM:
Bookstore, Armenian Prelacy
138 East 39th St.

New York, N.Y. 10016




BLESSING OF HOLY CHRISM

A GREAT EVENT IN ANTELIAS

when Catholicos Karekin II and Archbishop Houssig
poured a portion of the Holy Muron blessed five years
ago in Etchmiadzin by Catholicos Vazgen I in the new
Muron, thus symbolizing, affirming and proclaiming
the unshakeable unity of the Armenian Church. It is
also worth noting that in 1983, when the Holy Muron
was being blessed in Etchmiadzin, a portion of the Ho-
ly Muron blessed in Antelias in 1980 by Catholicos
Karekin II was poured by his delegates into the Muron
of Etchmiadzin.

Bishop Guregh (Cyril) Kapikian, as the envoy of His
Beatitude Archbishop Yeghishe Derderian, the Arme-
nian Patriarch of Jerusalem, also participated in the
ceremony, thus adding a special colour to the whole
event which was deeply appreciated by the people.

UNITY AND CONTINUITY

During the ceremony performed at the middle of the
Eucharistic liturgy, the celebrant H.H. Karekin II
poured the formerly blessed Muron into the new, thus
symbolizing the unity and continuity of the Armenian
Church. It is believed that in the ancient Muron there
is the presence of the Muron blessed first by the Patron
Saint of the Armenian Church, St. Gregory the II-
luminator, in the first year of the 4th century.

Another thrilling spiritual experience gripped the
participants when Catholicos Karekin mixed a small
portion of the Muron that had been blessed by
Catholicos Babgen I of Cilicia, for the first time in
Antelias, in 1936, when the Catholicosate of Cilicia
had been re-established in Antelias, Lebanon, having
been uprooted from its historic site of Sis, the capital
city of ancient Cilicia (now in Turkey), after the
massacres of 1915 and the deportation of the survivors
of the genocide from Cilicia to Syria and Lebanon.
The people densely assembled in the courtyard of
Antelias had tears in their eyes by recalling the hardest
and most tragic times of their comtemporary history.

Thus, with these symbolic acts, the whole event ac-
quired a very special significance, making an in-
alienable and indelible impact and leaving an unforget-
table impression upon the people.

The tolling church bells enhanced the exuberant
spiritual joy of the people as Catholicos Karekin bless-
ed the new Muron by the most highly venerated relic
of the Right Arm of St. Gregory the Illuminator.

THE SERMON

At the conclusion of the ceremony, Catholicos
Karekin delivered an inspiring sermon first rendering
thanks and glory to God for having enabled him and
his bishops to bless the Holy Muron in these most try-
ing conditions in Lebanon. He then commented on the
text taken from the Ritual in which it was said: “O
Christ, You are the true Muron, pure and unspotted,
who is in us every day as a holy perfume’’. He said
that the Church uses the physical materials, in this case

the olive oil, mixed with 50 different aromatic species, "

to symbolize the gifts of the invisible Holy Spirit and
the intelligible and spiritual truths and realities.

Twelve Archbishops and Bishops participate
in the blessing of the Holy Muron

He also emphasized the unity of the Armenian
Church as expressed through the Holy Muron which
is the same for the entire Armenian Church and binds
together all the members of the Church above all and
every jurisdictional affiliation. He thanked H.H.
Vazgen I, the Catholicos of All Armenians, for hav-
ing responded to this invitation, and having shared in
bortherly love through his representatives, this great
moment in the life of the Armenian Catholicosate of
Cilicia. He also thanked Archbishop Y. Derderian, the
Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem for his participation
through his representative.

At the end of all these celebrations, thousands of
people thronged at the altar and kissed the holy
Cauldron in which the newly blesded Muron was con-
tained and thus gave concrete and moving expression
of their attachment to their Church, to their Christian
faith, Armenian indentity and dignity. Many of them

(Cont. -from page 1)
approached His Holiness, the Catholicos, and receiv-
ed his blessing.

The ceremony ended at 1 p.m. but until late after-
noon hundreds of people who could not find place in
the courtyard of the Catholicosate during the
ceremony came, in groups and individually, to kiss the
Holy Cauldron and to make their prayers in an act of
commitment to their Mother Church.

OTHER RELATED EVENTS

1. OPENING OF THE 59TH ACADEMIC YEAR OF
THE SEMINARY

On Monday, 10th October, following the blessing
of the Holy Chrism, H.H. Catholicos Karekin II, ac-
companied by all the Archbishops and priests and
some lay delegates from the dioceses went to Bikfaya
to preside over the opening session of the 59th
academic year of the Theological Seminary. It was a
most moving and unique event because all the 34
Archbishops and priests were graduates of the same
Seminary.

The Dean, Senior Archimandrite Rev. Arshavir
Kapoujian welcomed them and gave a brief account
of the life of the Seminary, their mother-home and
center of spiritual and intellectual nurture.

2. MEETING OF THE CENTRAL EXECUTIVE
COUNCIL

The next day, Tuesday morning, 11th October, at
9 a.m., all the Diocesan Prelates and some of the lay
delegates were invited to have a joint meeting with the
Central Executive Council, both Religious and Lay sec-
tor. The meeting was presided over by H.H. Karekin
I1. The main item on the agenda was the preparation
of the forthcoming World Assembly of the
Catholicosate of Cilicia.

Catholicos Karekin II made a brief presentation of
the major aspects of the work of the Catholicosate and
the important issues that the Catholicosate faces today.

The Diocesan Prelate expressed their views about
the convening of the Assembly as seen in the context
of their own Dioceses.

It was agreed that World Assembly be held not later
than one year, the exact date being left to be decided
upon by His Holiness and the Central Executive Coun-
cil in the light of the actual conditions prevailing in
Lebanon.

At noon, all the members attending the meeting were
the guests at a luncheon given by the Prelate of
Lebanon, Archbishop Aram Keshishian, who on
behalf of the Prelacy, welcomed all the representatives
of the dioceses to Lebanon.

3. MEETING OF THE RELIGIOUS ORDER

At 9 a.m. on Wednesday, October 12th, all the
members of the Religious Brotherhood assembled in
the Residence Hall of the Catholicos. His Holiness
made an introduction by outlining the major trends
and areas of the work of the Catholicosate and
presented the two items for the agenda which were ful-
ly discussed during the two sessions of the meeting:

a. Archbishop Ardavazt Terterian and Bishop Zareh
Aznavorian were unanimously elected as the two
representatives of the Religious Order for the World
Assembly of the Catholicosate.

b. A Committee of 5 members was elected to finalize
the text of the By-Laws setting forth the Rules and
Regulations of the Religious Order for their com-
mon life and work. It was decided that the final text
should be presented to His Holiness, the Catholicos,
for his final approval.

¢. The participants put forward certain ideas in view
of a dignified celebration of the 60th anniversary
of the establishment of the Seminary to be observ-
ed in the year 1989-1990, on a world-wide scale.

At noon, all the members were the guests of His
Holiness in the refectory of the Catholicosate. Present
were also the representatives of H.H. Catholicos
Vazgen I. Toasts were proposed for the Catholicos of
All Armenians and the Catholicos of Cilicia. All the
speakers expressed their great joy in seeing the close
co-operation of the two Catholicosates in the spirit and
on the firm ground of the unbreakable unity of the
Armenian Church.

Very Rev. NAREG ALYEMEZIAN
Antelias, Lebanon.
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ANEC SPONSORS
ARMENIAN LANGUAGE COURSES
FOR ADULTS

The Armenian National Education committee an-
nounces plans for its Adult Education Program in
language and literature. In response to requests from
a group previously enrolled in the A.N.E.C. Adult
Education course in Armenian history, a 15 week series
of Armenian language lessons will be initiated in the
New York metro area beginning January 10 through
April 18, 1989. These dual projects of history and
language represent extension programs of the
A.N.E.C. Siamanto Academy of NY-NIJ and offer
adults the opportunity of continuing studies on a non-
credit basis.

The A.N.E.C. philosophy of teaching adults is bas-
ed on ‘‘custom-made’’ programs for the English
speaker. The method to be used is known as the
‘“American Approach to the Armenian Language’’.
The A.N.E.C. publication, a 1-volume textbook, ‘‘a
Course in Modern Western Armenian’’, by Dr.
Thomas J. Samuelian, an American-Armenian
linguist, will serve as the basal text for all levels.

The weekly sessions will focus on practical com-
munication, conversation and usage. In addition
students will cover basic elements of Armenian civiliza-
tion through analysis of selected readings for each pro-
ficiency level. The sturcture of small group instruction,
aimed at the beginning, intermediate and advanced
learner, will allow for rapid individual progress.

Courses will be held on Tuesday evenings from 7-9
p-m. at the Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic
Church, 138 E. 39th St. (On-street parking available
after 7 p.m.) Tuition fee is $150 for the entire 15 week
course. For registration, please contact Hourig
Papazian-Sahagian at A.N.E.C. headquarters (212)

- 689-7231. Registration dates are: November 21 to

December 19, 1988.

| S0 You"Want

LANGUAGE COURSES

FOR ADULTS

Elementary - Intermediate - Advanced

TUESDAY EVES 7-9 PM

ARMENIAN NATIONAL EDUCATION COMM.
of
THE PRELACY OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH
138 East 39th Street, New York City

January 10 through April 18, 1989
Tuition: $100

For further information call:
A.N.E.C. (212) 689-7231

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

On the occasion of the Blessing of the Holy Muron,
several donations were made to the Catholicosate of
Cilicia by churches, Ladies’ Guilds and individuals.
We express our thanks to all, and particularly to the
following:
- Sourp Asdvadzadzin Church, Toronto
- Ladies’ Guild of St. Illuminator Cathedral, NY
- Ladies’ Guild of Holy Trinity Church, Worcester
- Ladies’ Guild of St. Gregory the Illuminator,
Philadelphia
- Ladies Guild of St. Stephen’s, Watertown
- Junior and Senior Ladies’ Guilds, Sts.
Vartanantz Church, RI

- Prelacy Ladies’ Guild, NY

- Special thanks to: Mrs. Siran Lighter of Troy, NY,
who made twelve beautiful stoles for the deacons of
the Armenian Seminary in Antelias; to Mr, and Mrs.
Vahakn Hovnanian, who donated a FAX machine
to the Catholicosate; Mrs. Suzanne Hagopian, who
donated a valuable collection of HOOSAPER
DAILY to the Library of the Catholicosate; Mrs.
Isabella Avetissian, Sarah Vartanian, Vartkes
Markarian, Mr. and Mrs. Vazken Kassabian, and
Mr. Armenag Mardirossian.



