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'CATASTROPHE IN ARMENIA !
THE WORLD OPENS ITS HEART TO ARMENIA

SECONDS OF DESTRUCTION ...
DECADES OF REHABILITATION

The first chilling reports reached us Wednesday
evening. A major earthquake ... in the area of Iran
... Turkey ... ;

And then the knock-out blow: ARMENIA. MA-
JOR DISASTER. ONE TOWN HAS DISAP-
PEARED ... TWO LARGE CITIES DEVASTATED
... TENS OF THOUSANDS DEAD ... HUNDREDS
OF THOUSANDS HOMELESS ... CHILDREN
TRAPPED IN SCHOOLS ... VOICES FROM THE
RUINS HEARD THROUGH THE NIGHT ...
TEMPERATURES SUB-ZERO. PLEASE, SEND
HELP! 5
The news would have been devastating to us had it

~ occurred anywhere in the world. The magnitude of the

tragedy is beyond comprehension. But, in Armenia?
Armenia once again in disaster headlines? Armenian
again in need of relief? Armenians again the object
of a massive world-wide relief effort? Please, dear
Lord, let this be a nightmare from which we will
awaken, innocent once more in the warm comfort of
our homes.

The nightmare was reality. For every Armenian
American the immediate thought was, ‘““What can I
do to help?”’ ““Please, don’t tell me to send money ...
of course I will send money ... that’s not enough ...
I want to HELP .. I want to become exhausted with
work. I want to feel the pain of lifting tons of con-
crete burying my brothers and sisters.”’

Each hour the numbers of volunteers increased. The
media converged on any Armenian establishment seek-
ing humap-interest stories. ‘‘Do you have relatives in
Armenia?’’ they would ask over and over again. The
reply was the same, ‘“They are all my brothers and
sisters. They are all my children. They are all my
mothers and fathers.”

As we got to press with this special issue of Outreach
the exact death toll is not known. It may never be
known. The Soviet Union has issued an official count

(Cont. page 3)

POPE GRIEVES OVER
EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS

Pope John Paul II expressed his grief today over
the devastating earthquake in Armenia.

““In this hour of trial, I am closer than ever to the
Armenian people, who are always present in my
prayers and my pastoral concerns,”’ John Paul said
in remarks from his apartment window on the Roman
Catholic Feast of the immaculate Conception.

He told several thousand people gathered in St.
Peter’s Square that the joy of the day was clouded by
the ‘“‘painful news that continues to arrive from
Armenia.”’

He said he shared in the grief of the suffering and
prayed for the Armenian people ‘‘in this painful mo-
ment of their history.”

Italian President Francesco Cossiga sent a message
expressing his sorrow to Soviet leader Mikhail S.
Gorbachev.
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EARTHQUAKES
IN ARMENIA

Three major seismic faults converge under the land
mass of Armenia, as a result of which earthquakes
have plagued our fatherland for centuries, often with
catastrophic results.

Here is a list of a few of the major earthquakes
which hit Armenia in the last 1300 years:

735 A.D. — Vayots Tsor region, destroying the city
of Mok with 10,000 victims.

893 A.D. — Destruction of the once capital of Dvin

1011 to 1784 — 10 separate earthquakes have severe-
ly damaged the city of Eriza (Erzinka).

7th to 18th Centuries — Multiple earthquakes in
Moush & Van areas.

735 A.D. — In Vayots Tsor area, the city of Moz was
totally destroyed and 10,000 people died.

1045, 1132-1319 — Ani, the capital city of Medieval
Armenia was hit.

1308, 1931, 1968 — Zangezour Area, major earth-
quake. The Datev Monastery was destroyed.

1679 — The earthquake destroyed the pagan temple
of Garni.

1840 — Major earthquake of Mount Ararat, the
village of Agory, on the slopes of the mountain
was totally destroyed.

1859 — 3000 homes were destroyed in Erzeroum and
Pasen.

1924 — 60 villages in Erzeroum and Pasen were
destroyed.

1926 — An earthquake hit Leninakan on 22-23
October.

1939 — On December 22-27, 30,000 houses were
destroyed and 20 to 30 thousand people perished.
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SECONDS OF DESTRUCTION ...
DECADES OF REHABILITATION

(Cont. from page 1)
of 70,000 dead; 400,000 homeless. But, privately, of-
ficials acknowledge that the death toll could reach
100,000 and beyond.

The town which were most affected were Leninakan,
Kirovakan, and Spitak. Also affected were Gurgak,
Stepanavan and Dzhadzhur. All are in the northwest
corner of Armenia, near the Turkish border. The area
was already over-burdened with 120,000 refugees who
had fled from Azerbaijan in order to escape ethnic
strife. The rural town of Spitak with a population of
30,000 was totally destroyed. Leninakan, Armenia’s
2nd largest city with a population of 228,000 was 75%
destroyed. Kirovakan, the 3rd largest city, with a
population of 170,000 was more then 50% destroyed.

As if to heighten the international concern, the
earthquake occurred during Mikhail Gorbachev’s visit
to the United States. Mr. Gorbachev cut short his
triumphant visit and returned to the Soviet Union
when the magnitude of the calamity became apparent.
¢“Urgent measures are being taken to help all those af-
fected by this terrible tragedy, and I have to be there
in this effort,”” the Soviet leader said in his farewell
remarks at Kennedy International Airport. Before fly-
ing to Moscow, Mr. Gorbachev spoke by telephone
with President Reagan and President-elect Bush, who
called to offer condolences and American assistance.

From all indications the immediate needs are being
met by Soviet authorities and by an unprecedented out-
pouring of world-wide relief efforts. Teams of doc-
tors and nurses have reached Yerevan.

Aside from major fundraising on our part, our job
must be to keep this tragedy in the public view for as
long as possible in order to solicit monetary and
technical assistance worldwide. The needs of Armenia
transcend the capability of Armenians alone. These
needs will continue, not for year, but for decades.
Solicit help from your friends, your neighbors, your
business associates. Money is the most valuable at the
moment because it can be used to purchase whatever
is needed at the closest points in order to facilitate
transportation.

Armenia will be rebuilt. It will be rebuilt stronger.
It will be rebuilt with the proper construction methods
to withstand future eathquakes. During this holiday
season, a season of over-abundance and conspicuous
consumption, remember Armenia with your gift for
the future. Urge everyone to contribute generously to
any of the agencies listed elsewhere in this issue.

The road to recovery is long and difficult. We can
make it easier.
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LENINAKAN
THE MOST ARMENIAN
OF TOWNS

I come from Leninakan. Despite long absences and
infrequent visits to my native city, I stilL believe it is
the most interesting and the most Armenian of cities.

Leninakan dates from the tenth century. It rose and
declined, rose and declined again, was pillaged and
restored time after time. Its name then was Gumri. Its
citizens were largely craftsmen, confident of
themselves and loyal to their guild traditions. They
were able, enterprising and independent people.

Independence, a robust humor, a sense of self-
esteem and a passion for exaggeration are perhaps the
Leninakanite’s most typical characteristics.

Every third Leninakanite holds down a job, every
fifth is a student and every tenth a cultural or educa-
tional worker. Favorite dishes — shashlyk, khash,
tava, lyulya-kebab — are made with generous sprinkles
of pepper, a condiment that calls for quantities of dry
wine. The average Leninakanite drinks 1.5 quarts a
day. Nevertheless, you see nobody reeling down the
street. The average Leninakanite ... But since the
average Leninakanite is only an abstraction, let us turn
to real people.

The mayor of the city, Suren Matnishyan, is a
former locomotive driver. for 25 years he ran
locomotives, and for four years he has been running
the city.

Leninakan is a city in construction.

Three times it changed its name: first it was Gumri,
then Aleksandropol and finally Leninakan, but other-
wise it had changed very little until the forties.

Despite its colorful background, some 20 years ago
Leninakan was a dusty provincial town with only one
six-story building. When he visited Leninakan in 1924,
Anatoli Lunacharsky, Soviet Minister of Culture,
wrote: ‘‘the city has a strong resemblance to Pompeii:

ruined buildings covered with grey dust as though with
ashes. Under-population, stagnation, unemploy-
ment.”’

Today one of Leninakan’s problems is a shortage
of manpower. Though the population has grown —
from 27,000 in 1924 to 150,000 in 1967 — industry has
grown faster. Leninakan exports its products to 20
countries. It is Armenia’s production center for con-
sumer goods, among other things.

In the last year and a half the city has built big fac-
tories for electrical equiment, refrigerators, midget
engines, instruments and cans for the meat indusry.

Leninakan is growing at an explosive rate. Like an
adolescent, the city outgrows its clothes almost as soon
as they are bought.

In recent years more than 7,000 Armenians,
repatriated from Syria, Lebanon and France, have
settled in Leninakan. Each of them was greeted with
the key to a new apartment and a speech of welcome
by Suren Matnishyan: about Leninakan, naturally, its
new blocks of houses, its parks (one of the local jokes
is that 20 years ago Leninakan had only two trees, and
they were locked away at night for fear they might be
stolen), its schools, colleges, its famous people. Writer
Avetik Isaakyan, the brothers Tigranyan, composers,
the scientist Koshtoyan, the artist Rukyan, the poet
Shiraz — a good half of Armenia’s great people seem
to have been born in Leninakan.

They say the local air has something to do with the
development of such talent.

Citizens of Leninakan seen watching the excavation works
at the ruins of their houses.
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100,000 DEAD
IN ARMENIA.

500,000 HOMELESS.
12,000 INJURED.

PLEASE HELR

We cannot replace their loved ones. We cannot restore their lives.

But our contributions can help them begin to rebuild. By providing the
injured with medical assistance and supplies. By providing the home-
less with food, shelter and clothing.

Please give generously.

Make checks payable to Armenian Earthquake Relief Fund at the
Armenian Prelacy, 138 East 39 Street, New York, N.Y. 10016. Or call
1-800-999-0353 to make credit card donations. For other information,
call 1-800-ARARAI.




