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Karekln II m Armenm on Apnl 24th
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Photo by Berge Ara Zobian
I, Catholicos of All Armenians, bows his head as His Holiness
Karekin II, Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia, offers a prayer at the Martyrs
Monument on April 24, 1989, the first official state holiday declared in Armenia for
Martyrs Day. His Eminence Archbishop Datev Sarkissian, Prelate of the Western Prelacy,
is on the right.

See pages four and five for additional coverage
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NRA Convenes in Chicago

PHOTOS & ADDITIONAL TEXT ON PAGE 8

The following resolution
about the unity of the Arme-
nian Church in America was
unanimously adopted by the
NRA:

Having been apprised of the
positive steps taken by the Ex-
ecutive Council towards the ad-
ministrative unification of the
Armenian Church in America,
and in the spirit of national uni-
ty generated by the Karabagh
movement and the New York
visits of our two Vehapars in the
aftermath of the tragic earth-
quake, the National Represen-
tative Assermbly resolves:

1. The National Representative
Assembly hereby reaffirms our
commitment to the admin-
istrative unification of the
Armenian Church in America
and directs the Prelacy Ex-
ecutive Council to continue the
talks with the Etchmiadzin
Diocese.

2. The Assembly commends
the Executive Council for its ef-
forts and the significant progress
made.

3. To seek ways of maintaining
meaningful relations with both
Sees.

4. The Diocese and the Prelacy
should form and be part of one
centralized committee to plan
and organize with all segments
of the Armenian community the
joint commemoration of the
75th anniversary of the Arme-
nian Genocide.

5. To proceed in good faith
with the preparation of pro-
posed by-laws for discussion at
our respective assemblies.

6. To implement forthwith
meaningful cooperative pro-
grams in religious and Arme-
nian education.

7. To allow all clergy to per-
form the sacraments in the chur-
ches of the Diocese and the
Prelacy.

8. The Executive Council
should keep the Armenian-
American community regularly
informed as to steps taken in
regard to the above.

An extensive and varied agenda was
considered during the three-day meeting
of the National Representative Assembly
of the Armenian Apostolic Church of
America. Hosted by the All Saints Arme-
nian Apostolic Church, Glenview, Il-
linois, the NRA took place at Chicago’s
Allgauer Hotel from May 24-26. Discussed
extensively was the unity of the Arme-
nian church prior to the unanimous ac-
ceptance of a resolution reaffirming the
NRA'’s commitment to the administrative
unification of the Armenian Church in
America. (See full text on this page.)

The three-day meeting was preceded
by a religious conference bringing
together clergy from Canada and eastern
United States. The conference, presided
by Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, ex-
amined a number of issues dealing with
parish life.

His Eminence called the first session of
the NRA to order Wednesday afternoon.
After the verification of credentials and
the election of a nominating committee,
Col. Harry Sachaklian and Mr. Zaven
Sarkissian were elected co-chairmen of
the NRA with Mrs. Susan Erickson,
English secretary and Rev. Nerses
Manougian, Armenian secretary.

Archpriest Moushegh Der Kaloustian
reported on behalf of the Religious Ex-
ecutive Council and the report of the
Prelacy Executive Council was delivered
by its chairman, Mr. Nerses Chitjian.

In his message to the NRA, Archbishop
Ashjian commented that the Karabagh
movement and the earthquake created a
spirit of cooperation. He expressed his
hope that on April 24, 1989, Armenians
will commemorate the anniversary of the
Genocide in a unified manner. He also
stressed that the era of glasnost should
create more opportunities for the Arme-
nian Church.

The NRA’s agenda included review and
assessment of many of the Prelacy’s pro-
grams and activities, including Christian
education, Armenian education, the
church constitution and finances. A
report regarding the Prelacy’s building
renovation program was also presented.

Elected to the Executive Council was
Shant Haroutunian, along with in-
cumbents Nerses Chitjian, Richard Sa-
rajian, Jr., and Rouben Kachigian. The
four will be joined by Onnic Marashian,
Nazareth Emlikian, and Harry Dom-
balagian, the three lay members whose
terms did not conclude this year.

Rev. Arshag Daghlian, Rev. Khoren
Habeshian and Rev. Khajag Hagopian
were elected as clergy members of the
Council.

The NRA concluded with a banquet on
Friday evening at which time Vartkes
and Mary Najarian were honored as “Per-
sons of the Year” for their outstanding
contribution to relief efforts for Armenia.
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Editorial

In Remembrance

Dr. Richard R. Green, the head of the
New York City schools for only 14
months, died suddenly after an asthma
attack on May 10.

We came to know and respect Dr.
Green following the earthquake in
Armenia when his compassion and con-
cern for children in Armenia prompted
him to initiate a ““Children for Children™
campaign throughout the city’s school
system,

Following a meeting with Archbishop
Ashjian, Chancellor Green not only
authorized a city-wide fundraising, but
insisted upon a wider effort to allow the
city’s school children to learn about
Armenia and Armenians. He immediate-
ly designated Michael Mirakian, a high
school principal in the city system, as
chairman of the Chancellor’s Committee
which quickly produced a curriculum
guide for school children and initiated a
poetry and letter writing contest.

In a letter addressed to Robert F.
Wagner, Jr., President of the Board of
Education, Archbishop Ashjian said:

“On behalf of Armenian Americans,
especially those in the New York area
who had come to know and deeply
respect Chancellor Richard R. Green, we
extend our profound sorrow at his un-
timely death.

“In our two meetings with him follow-

" ing the earthquake in Armenia, we came

to see first-hand his deep commitment to
children wherever they may be. He was
saddened and concerned about Arme-
nian children thousands of miles away
who had lost their homes and schools. He
wanted the New York City school
children to become involved and help
their counterparts in a far-away land and
he initiated the Board of Education’s
‘Children For Children’ program for
Armenia. Ironically, the results of the
essay contest which was one part of his
program will be judged next week,
without the Chancellor’s presence.

“His tenure may have been brief, but
his impact will continue for he left a
legacy of ‘courage, commitment, compas-
sion, and dedication,’—the words he
always used whenever he met with
children.

“We will never forget his kindness. We
join thousands of others in extending our
condolences to his wife, children, family
members, and all of his colleagues at the
Board of Education. May he rest in
peace.”

Next issue of OUTREACH will give a
full update on the “Children For
Chjldren” campaign and the results of the
writing contest.

An Anniversary

This issue of OUTREACH is Number 1
of Volume 12. Anniversaries give pause
for reflection and this anniversary
prompted us to peruse some back issues,
not for the sake of “looking back” but
rather in order to plan ahead in our
never-ending endeavor to make
OUTREACH a newsletter that informs
and provides food for thought. In the
months to come you will notice some
changes—you may have noticed some
already—in order to serve our communi-
ty’s current needs.

Please keep us informed about your
thoughts and concerns. Your input will
insure a better OUTREACH.

Prayer of Thanksgiving
for the
Republic of Armenia

Archbishop Torkom Koushagian
prepared a “Prayer of Thanksgiving for
the Armenian Republic” in 1920 in Egypt.
The Prayer was reprinted by the Prelacy in
booklet form in 1978 (for copies contact the
bookstore). In view of the events in
Armenia this past month we are reprinting
a few excerpts of Archbishop’s
Koushagian’s poignant prayer.

O God, you have listened to your peo-
ple and returned them back from the
slavery as you did with the Maccabees.
You showed all kinds of goodness
towards the nations of the world.
Through the holy apostles from the early
times, the light of your Godhead shone
forth on our land. Through Gregory the
Iluminator, you adorned us with your
holy Church and through his sons and
grandsons, Saint Nerses, Sahag and
Mesrob, you magnified the edifice of
faith. Through Saints Vartanantz and
blessed Ghevontiants, you made our na-
tion perform acts of courage and virtue
for the holy Gospel. . . All the time, as in
present time, you raised amongst us wor-
thy people who, uniting the zeal of faith
with the love of homeland, manifested
bravery in the war against the enemies.

O Lord, hearken the voice of the sup-
plication of your servants and keep un-
shaken the Armenian Republic which
was restored by your mercy. Increase the
wisdom of all those ministers who are ap-
pointed for the leadership of the Republic
in order that they may lead your people
with equity to justice. Those who respect
wisdom will rule forever. . . Plant in all of
us the love of holiness, wisdom and good
sense, to know the wisdom and instruc-
tion and bring our part to the observance
of all laws which are useful for our na-
tion. Pour into our hearts the mercy of
your benevolence, in order that we may
manifest through good works our love
towards our homeland. For if the words
are not accompanied with good works of
virtue, according to the Proverbs, the
hearts of such people are like ashes, their
hope aimless, and their life worse than
clay. . .

Stretch forth your generous hands of
mercy and bless our entire Armenian Na-
tion and Armenian Church, in order that
the spirit of love, peace, wisdom and
religiousness rest upon them and remain
there forever.

Bless, O Lord, this flag, in order that as
the rainbow—which shone in the skies
over Mt. Ararat after the Deluge—became
the sign of your eternal covenant with
man, likewise, this flag, after the huge
floods of our blood, becomes the symbol
of our indissoluble covenant with you. . .
Bless, O Lord, our homeland, where you
first established the paradise of hap-
piness, which was then for long centuries
reduced to a place of ruins by our im-
pious enemies. Let the fountains flow
again for the enjoyment of all, celestials
and terrestrials. Sanctify our churches
and monasteries, seminaries and schools
in Armenia, as well as in the Armenian
Diaspora, and fortify their frontiers with
your protection against the assaults of
enemies. Bless, O Lord, all that is good in
our country, first and foremost her name,
Armenia. . . And you, Armenian Nation,
the sons of Haig and the adopted children
of the Armenian Church, take the ar-
mour of your divine faith, put on your
heads the helmet of hope and let us
march forward singing together.
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Vartan Gregorian Inaugurated 16th President of Brown
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Vartan Gregorian and Archbishop Ashjian at the Inauguration.

On April 9, 1989, Vartan Gregorian was inaugurated the 16th president of Brown
University, Providence, Rhode Island.

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian was a special invited guest and delivered the benedic-
tion at morning worship services in honor of the new Brown president at the First
Baptist Church, founded by Roger Williams in 1638.

Born in the Armenian quarter of Tabriz, Iran, in 1934, Dr. Gregorian studied in
Beirut before coming to the United States in 1956 to attend Stanford University where
he earned his B.A. and his Ph.D. in history and humanities.

From 1972 to 1984 he was the Tarzian Professor of Armenian and Caucasian History
at the University of Pennsylvania. At Penn, he was the first dean of the reorganized
Faculty of Arts and Sciences, and from 1978 to 1980, he served as the university’s pro-
vost. In 1981, Dr. Gregorian was named president of The New York Public Library, an
institution he has described as ““a national treasure” and which he is credited with
revitalizing. On August 31, 1988, after a ten month search, the Brown Corporation an-
nounced that Vartan Gregorian would succeed Howard Swearer as sixteenth president
of the prestigious ivy-league university.

President Gregorian is married to the former Clare Russel, and they have three sons:
Vahe, Raffi, and Dareh.

In his benediction Archbishop Ashjian prayed:

“Lord, at this new beginning in the life of this august institution, we beseech Thee to
grant Thy servant, Vartan Gregorian, strength and wisdom to perform his many
duties as president of Brown University. In this position, Dr. Gregorian will not only
be the steward of books and buildings, but the shepherd of the minds and spirits of all
who came here in the pursuit of knowledge. Learning is a noble cause, and teaching,
nobler still. Help him to manifest his special talents in the furtherance of these goals, as
he has done so well in the accomplishment of earlier tasks.

“Now in his beloved groves of academe, Dr. Gregorian will face the unique
challenges of elevating this university to even greater heights of achievement, and to
renew respect for the life of learning and the achievements of the mind in the service
of humanity.

“Vartan brings with him his devotion to freedom of conscience as did one of Your
earlier distinguished servants, Roger Williams, who came to this place to escape the in-
tolerance of his fellow human beings, and establish the colony of Rhode Island and
Providence Plantations as a haven of freedom.

“We ask Thee to place a mantle of grace upon the shoulders of Vartan Gregorian so
that he may bring honor to this university, to all who study and serve here, to this
city, and to all the people of this state.

“Lord, may Thy loving favor rest upon Vartan Gregorian and prosper all the work
he undertakes.

“We ask this in Thy Name, Amen.”

Chicago Community Proud of New Church

The Chicago community recently completed the building of their new church edifice in
Glenview. The beautiful structure is faithful to Armenian style and is considered by
many to be one of the most beautiful Armenian churches within the Prelacy. Mr. Zohrab
Tazian of Fort Wayne, Indiana, was the architect and it was through the diligent sacrifice
of all of the members of the community through general donations that made the realiza-
tion of this dream. As reported this year’s National Representative Assembly was hosted
by the Chicago community giving delegates an opportunity to see the new All Saints Arme-
nian Church in Glenview. The Prelate and the Executive Council extend their warm
thanks to Archpriest Sempad Der Mksian, Board of Trustees, Ladies Guild, and the entire
Chicago community for their generous hospitality.
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ANEC Combines Summertime Learning & Recreation with
“Learn Armenian in 3 Weeks” Course for High School Teens

Meet ANEC: Sponsors aof Innovative Programs
' ! _IT- i ...-'

Members of the Armenian National Educational Commitee are (left to right): Stella
Rustigian, Armenian Relief Society Liaison; Ardashes Hamparian, Chairman; Hourig
Papazian-Sahagian, Executive Director; Dr. Hrach Bedrosian, Vice Chairman, Florence
Mardirosian, Music Consultant; John Ouligian, Treasurer. Members missing from photo:

Acabi Navassartian, Seta Kalligian, Rosemary Khachadoorian.

The Armenian National Education
Committee, now in its 28th year of serv-
ice to the Armenian community of the
United States and Canada, has recently
added another innovation to its roster of
unique educational programs.

The ‘“Learn Armenian in Three
Weeks” summer language crash course is
designed specifically for high school
students. In creating this latest program
the membership of ANEC has focused its
attention on the Armenian American
whose Armenian educational/cultural
needs are not generally met by communi-
ty institutions. The Armenian National
Education Committee believes it is the
birthright of every Armenian youth to
gain knowledge of his language and
cultural heritage. )

Similar convictions regarding the
Armenian teenager impelled the
members of ANEC to establish the
Siamanto Academy in 1980 for secondary
school students. Students completing the
three-year cycle of study at the Academy
receive college credit recommendations.

In contrast to the Siamanto Academy
curriculum which examines the whole
culture in depth, the summer “crash
course” will focus on language skills in
total immersion style. Students will be ac-
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cepted at all levels of language ability
from beginner through advanced and
placed in proficiency level groups to ac-
commodate individual learning needs.

The 1990’s will see the revival of
another ANEC innovation established in
the early 80’s: The ANEC Schools Festival.
This popular event will bring together,
once again, hundreds of students in a
selected region of the ANEC school net-
work, providing students the opportuni-
ty to compete and share their knowledge.

In addition to these special activities,
ANEC continues to guide the Saturday
and all-day schools within its jurisdiction,
as well as publishing textbooks and audio
visual aids for schools. “Armenia in An-
cient and Medieval Times,” by Dr. Robert
Bedrosian has been in use for several
years. Most recently ANEC published the
“Historical Atlas of Armenia.” This
popular textbook went to a second print-
ing soon after it was introduced . A re-
vised second edition will be published
shortly. “A Course in Modern Western
Armenian,” by Dr. Tom Samuelian will
be available this Summer. This two-
volume textbook, designed for the
English speaker, can be used for self-
teaching or classroom use.

High School Teens:

Take a crash course at the beach,
speak Armenian in 3 weeks!

At Ocean Grove, N.J., August 7 to 27, 1989

Contact: Hourig Papazian-Sahagian, (212) 689-723 ]
Ammeman National Education Committee, 138 E. 39th St.. NLY. 10016

A three week ‘“‘crash course” in Armenian organized by the Armenian National
Education Committee is attracting the attention of young people throughout the
United States and Canada. The “Learn Armenian in Three Weeks” program will take
place in the historic seaside resort of Ocean Grove in New Jersey.

Mrs. Hourig Papazian-Sahagian, executive director of ANEC, is coordinating the pro-
gram with specialists in various disciplines.

Mrs. Sahagian explained that, “Suddenly young Armenian-Americans are eager to
learn the language of their forbears. The Karabagh crisis and the devastating earth-
quake have had a profound effect on U.S. high school students. With outpouring of
compassion and love these young people flocked to Armenian organizations to
volunteer their services.”

In response to this need the Armenian National Education Committee decided to in-
ititate a summer “crash program” specifically for high school students beginning
August 7 through August 25.

According to Mrs. Sahagian the “program will concentrate on language skills, and
students will be screened and placed in groups according to their language proficiency.
In addition to language the curriculum will include religion, history, arts and
architecture.”

The “Learn Armenian in Three Weeks” course will take place in the historic seaside
resort of Ocean Grove, New Jersey. The town is well-known for its turn-of-the-century
Americana, its wide sandy beaches, boardwalk, elegant Victorian mansions and ac-
tivities in the performing arts, religious programs, deep sea fishing, beach campfires
and barbecues. Week-end activities will include attendance at church services at the
St. Stepanos Armenian Church, in the nearby town of Elberon, visits from Armenian
church and community leaders, tours of historic sites, trips to the Garden State Arts
Center and beach parties and dances. Students will be under constant supervision by a
qualified member of the staff which will be comprised of a director, instructors, guest
lecturers, and counsellors.

The low $300 fee for the entire three weeks includes tuition, room and board. For
more information contact Mrs. Hourig Papazian-Sahagian at (212) 689-7231.

The Lillagaard Hotel which is
the headquarters for ANEC’s

-1 n i A summer program in Ocean
W Rt | : é Grove, NJ, is a large Victorian
5 ik hotel, steps away from the

beach. Ocean Grove has been a
popular seaside resort since
1869 and has recently been
designated as a historic site by
the National Park Service. A
unique feature at the ocean
front is the absence of
buildings along the beach and
the uniquely different way
each house is set further from
the curb than its neighbor,
allowing the unbroken vistas
and breezes to reach and be
enjoyed by all.
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The hotel’s large expansive
porch is filled with rocking
chairs and swings during the
summer giving guests a perfect
place to relax and enjoy the
panoramic view of the Atlantic
Ocean and refreshing ocean
breezes. Located in the heart of
the North Jersey shore and
only one hour from New York
City, Ocean Grove is close to
cultural and entertainment at-
tractions.

The rooms are
decorated in Victorian
style in keeping with
the architecture of the
area. The largest
assemblage of ori-
ginal, authentic Vic-
torian architecture
can be found within
Ocean Grove’s one
square mile. Modern
construction must
comply with the
guidelines of the
Board of Architectural
Review.
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Karekin II in Armenia

People gathered quickly at the Leninakan Church to hear Karekin Vehapar. This church

is the only church in Leninakan which survived the earthquake.

Archbishop Ashjian
(forefront) and
Karekin Vehapar
visit the monument
erected in memory
of General Antranig
in Oujan.

His Holi

ness Karekin II leaving the Etchmiadzin Cathedral where he celebrated the

Liturgy on April 23, 1989. With the Catholicos are Archbishops Mesrob Ashjian and

Datev Sarkissian.
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Prior to his return to Lebanon, Karekin
II granted an interview to a correspon-
dent of Armen Press, the official Soviet
Armenian news agency at which time he
offered some of his impressions. This visit
to Armenia was the first time that
Karekin Vehapar was in Armenia on
April 24.

Karekin Vehapar told the interviewer
that the mass he celebrated on April 23 at
thie Mother Cathedral of Holy Etchmiad-
zin and his visit to the Martyrs Monu-
ment were of major significance as he
joined hundreds of thousands of other
Armenians to pray for the souls of our
martyrs.

A two-day excursion to Zankezour
that he made with Vazken Vehapar was
another activity of major significance to
him and members of his entourage. ‘“Not
only during our trip to this historic area
did we have an opportunity of visiting
ancient monasteries such as Datev and
Noravank,’ said the Catholicos, ‘“but we
saw with our own eyes the presence of
our lively and vibrant compatriots and
people.” He said while visiting these
remote areas he observed how the Arme-
nian peasant is so strongly attached to the
soil as if to prove that we, indeed, are a
people.

“Like others who visit Armenia and
spend their time mostly in Yerevan, I
previously did not have a complete pic-
ture. With this trip I had the opportunity
to come to know the Armenian
homeland with its vast mountainous ex-
panses and fertile land,” Karekin
Vehapar noted.

Discussing his trip to New York in
February with Vazken I, he asserted the
visit carried historical importance in-
asmuch as it brought the people together
and further contributed to bringing
together the Homeland and the Arme-

(Continued on page 7)

Karekin II in Armenia

The relationship between the two
Vehapars has developed into one of sincere
love and respect, which is evident to
everyone who sees the two church leaders
together.

The Vehapars and their entourage visit the newly renovated church of Amaghou-
Noravank.

Y

at the Presidential Palace.

The Catholicoses and their entourage with the p

-

.

resident of the Supreme Soviet of Armenia

Vazken I and Karekin IT are greeted by thousands of Armenians at the entrance of the
Sisian Church.
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Sumgait Armenians. A steady stream of people placed flowers at the Khachkar erected in
their memory.
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During the April 24 march to Dzidzernagapert Memorial, fourteen young Armenians
walked handcuffed and in prison garb, symbolizing the members of the Karabagh
Committee who were imprisoned in Moscow and who were recently released following
petitions and appeals.
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On April 24 the Yerevan Armenians did not forget the genocide perpetrated against the '

Photos by Harry Koundakjian
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Both of the photographs above were taken during demonstrations in Yerevan on May 1.
As we were preparing this issue we received the news that eleven imprisoned members of
the Karabagh Committee have been released. Hundreds of thousands of Armenians
crowded the streets leading to the Matenadaran Square in Yerevan to greet the members.
Leading intellectuals in Soviet Armenia have been petitioning for their release since their
imprisonment in December. In another development the Presidium of the Armenian
Supreme Soviet voted on a resolution that officially recognizes May 28 as “the day of re-
establishment of Armenian Sovereignty.” The resolution also recognized the Tricolor flag

as the “symbol of Armenian national independence.”

Karekin II in Armenia
(Continued from page 5)

nian Diaspora. “Our two Catholicoses,”
said , Karekin II, “displayed complete
solidarity and unity in purpose as they
stood next to each other, in the presence
of our people from both dioceses, in our
churches. This expression of solidarity af-
fected our people and brought about a
transformation of their souls. The
momentum that followed the public
display of such unity and solidarity will
certainly have far-reaching positive
reflections on the future activities of our
groups and organizations there. It also in-
tensified fundraising efforts there for the
benefit of the reconstruction of the
Armenian homeland.”

Discussing the recent election of His
Holiness Vazken I to the Congress of
Peoples’ Deputies of the Soviet Union,
Karekin II commented that he only had
appreciative feelings toward the leader-
ship of the Soviet Union for their liberal
stand toward the church in general and
toward freedom of expression in
particular.

His Holiness told the Armen Press
correspondent that when he heard that
during 1988 more than 700 churches and
monasteries had reopened in the Soviet
Union, he wondered why many more
churches were not reopened in Armenia.
He added that with the reopening of new
churches, the need for scores of young
clergymen becomes a major need that has
to be addressed.

During his stay in Armenia, Karekin
Vehapar paid a visit to the Madenataran,
the repository of ancient and rare
manuscripts and books. During his visit
the Cilician Catholicos presented a
manuscript that dates back to 1691 for
safekeeping among the thousands of
other manuscripts kept at the
Madenataran.

The administration of the Madenataran,
in recognition of Karekin II’s concerns for
the preservation of ancient cultural
treasures of the Armenian people,
awarded him the medal of St. Nerses
Shnorhali. Mr. Sen Arevshadian, curator,
observed that the people in the Arme-
nian homeland closely follow activities in
the Diaspora. He paid tribute to the role
that Karekin II played during the past
vear, particularly at the time of the
disastrous earthquake. He noted with
pleasure that within a few months,
Karekin Vehapar had again traveled to
Armenia ‘“to be here when the Armenian
people remembers its martyrs of World
War I. We are indeed indebted to you for
all that you have done for us, particularly
in your capacity as an intellectual and
scholar,” Mr. Arevshadian said.

The curator ended with the observa-
tion that His Holiness Karekin II, with his
“stand, character, and patriotic activities,
had gained the love and admiration of the
Armenian people.”
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OUTREACH

NRA Convenes in Chicago; Unity Negotiations Continue

Members of the clergy from the Prelacy churches convened one day prior to the NRA for a
conference touching upon issues of concern to parish life.

Rev. Antranig Baljian addresses the Clergy Conference.

The following letter was \s,,ent to President George Bush by the
National Representative Assembly:

Dear Mr. President:

On behalf of the National Representative Assembly of the Armenian
Apostolic Church of Eastern United States and Canada convening in Glenview, I1-
linois, we send you our hearfelt greetings. We fervently pray that God continue
to grant you the wisdom to discharge your responsibilities as President of our
great country so that the United States, as a symbol of freedom, justice and
human rights, may continue to inspire millions of people throughout the world.

Our Representative Assembly respectfully requests that your administration
consistently pursue the cause of human rights wherever they may be violated.
We specifically ask that you use the influence of your high office to seek:

a. the release of the members of Armenia’s Karabagh Committee who are

languishing in Moscow prisons.

b. the reunification of Karabagh with Armenia, in accordance with the over-

whelming desire of its inhabitants. It must also be stated that Karabagh has
v+ .always been an integral part of Armenia.

The horrendous earthquake of December 7th, which virtually destroyed
nearly a third of Armenia, was followed by an unprecedented demonstration of
aid from the entire world. While countless individuals and organizations in the
United States responded magnanimously to the appeals for help, we hope that
our government, true to its tradition, will follow suit by offering substantial aid
to help rebuild the devastated areas.

During our three day deliberations, we will address the plight of Lebanese
Armenians who, like all the people of that war torn land, continue to suffer from
the armed conflict engulfing that country. We hope that the United States will
do all that is feasible to help bring about peace and a measure of relief to
Lebanon.

, Mr. President, our prayers and good wishes are with you and we feel confi-
dent that sincere efforts will be expended on behalf of those who are in need of
Armenia’s moral and material assistance.

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian
President
National Representative Assembly

A MINI LESSON
In the Bible, compassion is a divine as well as a human quality. The fre-
quent references in Deuteronomy show that God expected his people to
show compassion not only to each other but to foreigners who lived
among them. Through the teaching of our Lord Jesus Christ, especially in
the parable of the good Samaritan (Luke, Chapter 10), it is clear that com-
passion is to be shown by His disciples to anyone who needs help.

The Prelate, Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, and clergy and lay participants of the 1989 «
National Representative Assembly which took place in Chicago.

As in past years, delegates of the National Association of Ladies’ Guilds convened
simultaneously with the NRA.

Mary and Vartkes Najarian of California were honored as the Prelacy’s “Persons of the
Year” in recognition of their outstanding contribution to the Armenian nation through
their untiring efforts with Medical Outreach.

Certificates of Merit were
presented to:

(top left) Mr. and Mrs. Levon
Shahnazarian; (top right)
Archpriest Sempad Der
Mekhsian accepts award for
Mr. Manoug Ghazarian; (left)
His Eminence introduces Mrs.
Mary Khacherian prior to
presenting her with the
Certificate of Merit.



