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Ordination Service at St. Stephen’s Church

Archbishop Ashjian presents the stole to
Deacon Setrak Panian.

The Prelate cuts the hair of an acolyte dur-
ing the tonsuri ceremony symbolizing
resignation from worldly life and dedica-
tion to God.

BELLS ACROSS AMERICA:
A Ringing Tribute
On September 17 for
U.S. Constitution

September 17, 1989, is the 202nd an-
niversary of the signing of the United
States Constitution. On this date in 1787,
39 men signed their names to a docurnent
which established the world’s first
government of the people, by the people
and for the people.

Today, the U.S. Constitution is the
world’s oldest written instrument of na-
tional government. It is the cornerstone
of the American republic, a symbol of our
national ideals of freedom, justice and
equal opportunity. To commemorate the
historic moment when the Constitution
was signed; the Commission on the
Bicentennial of the United States Con-
stitution is inviting every American and
every institution from religious and

(Continued on page 2)

The congregation of St. Stephen’s
Armenian Apostolic Church in Water-
town, Massachusetts, experienced a
significant and joyous day on Sunday, Ju-
ly 16, with the ordination of a deacon and
seven acolytes. Ordination is one of the
Sacraments of the Armenian church and
symbolizes the granting of an official
position in the church.

Upon the request of the pastor of the
church, Archpriest Torkom Hagopian
and the Board of Trustees, Archbishop
Mesrob Ashjian ordained Mr. Setrak Pa-
nian deacon. Mr. Panian has been a
faithful member of the Armenian church
for many years and a devoted member of
the Board of Trustees. During the same
ceremonies seven young members of St.
Stephen’s choir were ordained acolytes.
The new acolytes are Tavit Toromanian,
Ara Najarian, Raffi Eskendarian, Ara
Chaprazian, Barour Chaprazian, Sevag
Melconian, and Asadour Badrikian.

The church service began at 10 a.m. by
the celebrant Rev. Shahe Panossian. Prior
to the reading of the Gospel, the service
was interrupted and the Prelate con-
ducted the ordination service.

His Eminence sat in the middle of the
chancel surrounded by the candidates.
Archpriest Hagopian acted as the Car-
tafilakon (intercessor or presentor). His
Eminence then presented the symbols of
the four minor orders of the church:

1. Porter (keys to the church)

2. Reader (Old Testament and Epistles)

3. Exorcist (Book of Rituals)

4. Chengal (lit candle)

Following the ceremony for the ordina-
tion of the acolytes, the Prelate pronounc-
ed the candidate, Setrak Panian, sub-
deacon by putting the stole on his left
arm and handing him the vestments of
the divine liturgy. At this point the
liturgy resumed until the “Kiss of Peace,”
at which time Archbishop Ashjian, stan-
ding at the altar, received the candidate,
escorted by Archpriest Hagopian and
Rev. Zareh Sahagian. After the reading of
the canonical prayers and questioning,
the candidate turned to the west with his
hands on his ears. The Prelate than placed
his hand on the candidate’s head and
with the special prayers used with the
imposition of the hands, pronounced him
deacon while placing the stole on the can-
didate’s left shoulder, thus granting him
the right to read the Gospel and use the
censor during divine liturgy.

In his sermon, His Eminence expressed
his personal joy in this significant event
and stressed that with the continuation of
new blood into the life of the church the
future of the Armenian church is secure.
He noted his special pleasure that can-
didates receiving the Sacrament of Holy
Order come from the ranks of the local
congregation.

Following the divine liturgy, the Board
of Trustees hosted a dinner in the church
hall honoring the new deacon and seven
acolytes. Congratulatory words were ex-
pressed by Archpriest Torkom Hagopian,
Mr. Rouben Surenian, Chairman of the
Board of Trustees, Very Rev. Shahe
Panossian, Rev. Zareh Sahagian, and
Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian.

Datev Institute Sponsors Seminar

To Train Acolytes and Deacons

Students and staff members of the St. Gregory of Datev Institute pose with Archbishop
Mesrob Ashjian and Father Anoushavan Tanielian, director of the Seminar which

trained acolytes and deacons.

St. Gregory of Datev Institute’s third
annual seminar took place July 2 to 9, in
Daylesford Abbey, Paoli, Pennsylvania,
with the participation of twenty young
students. The seminar served as a train-
ing program for acolytes and deacons.

The teaching staff consisted of Very
Rev. Anoushavan Tanielian (Director),
Very Rev. Shahe Panossian, Rev. Khoren
Habeshian, Rev. Antranik Baljian and Mr.
Aram Balekjian.

The intensive week-long seminar of
fered three grade levels of studies for
beginners, intermediate, and advanced
students. The units of study covered
were: Introduction to Old Testament;
Armenian Church History; Introduction
to the Divine Liturgy, Sacraments, Serv-
ices, Feasts; and Language, Classical and
Modern Armenian.

The program started early each morn-
ing at 6:30 with morning and sunrise
services. The classes took place from 8:30
a.m. until 2:30 p.m., followed by recrea-
tional activities such as basketball,
volleyball, racket ball, and swimming in
an olympic-size indoor and outdoor
pools.

After dinner and a period of medita-
tion, the attendees participated in Bible
studies, supplemented by daily presenta-
tion of films such as “With Karabagh,”
“The Millennium Celebration of Ani, the
Capital of Armenia,” and ‘““Pontifical Visit
of Vasken I, Catholicos of All Armenians
and Karekin II, Catholicos of the Great
House of Cilicia to America.”

The parishioners of St. Gregory the Il-
luminator Armenian Church in Phila-
delphia were invited to attend the even-
ing Bible study as an innovative project
which was received with great en-
thusiasm. This program will be expanded
in 1990 to include Bible study, Liturgy,
and other religious subjects.

The daily program was completed with
the evening Khaghaghagan and
Hanksdian services.

On Monday, July 3 the students
welcomed Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian,

The twenty young students who attend-
ed are:
Sts. Vartanantz Church in Ridgefield, NJ:
Jack Baghsarian, George Berberian,
Hagop Tekeyan, Hampartzoum Nazarian,
Hagop Nazarian.
St. Gregory the Illuminator Church,
Philadelphia, PA:
Deacon Shant Kazanjian, Vartan
Karakelian, Minas Shirozian.
St. Stephen’s Church in Watertown, MA:
Raffi Iskenderian, Sevag Melkonian,
Aram Najarian.
St. Hagop Church, Racine, WT:
John Buchaklian, David Mahdasian.
St. Paul Church, Waukegan, IL:
Sam Haroian, Dr. Arsen Mikaelian.
Soorp Khatch Church, Washington, D.C.:
Aram Balekjian.
St. Gregory Church, North Andover, MA:
Nishan Baljian.
Sourp Asdvadzadzin Church, Toronto,
Canada:
Hrach Shehirian.
St. Gregory Church, Vancouver, Canada:
Aram Baghamian.

and Archpriest Moushegh Der Kalous-
tian. His Eminence and Der Moushegh
spent the next day, the 4th of July, with
the students.

Friday evening entertainment show-
cased the many and varied talents of the
young participants. John Buchaklian and
Hrach Shehirian played the violin;
Nishan Baljian played the piano; Jack
Baghsarian played the guitar accom-
panied by George Berberian on the
drums. Sam Haroian enchanted the au-
dience with his hilarious “Magic Show.”
Dr. Arsen Mikaelian was the capable M.C.
of the “Amateur Night.”

On Saturday, students and staff visited
Valley Forge Park, the National Memorial
Museum and the Headquarters of George
Washington.

On Sunday, the Institute participants
attended Badarak at St. Gregory the II-
luminator Church in Philadelphia. The

(Continued on page 7)
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Sirarpie Der Nersessian

Sirarpie Der Nersessian, an outstanding
scholar in the field of Byzantine art and a
pioneer in the development of Armenian
studies in the United States, died in Paris
on July 5, 1989. She was 92.

Professor Emeritus of Art and Architec-
ture at Harvard University and Senior
Fellow at Dumbarton QOaks, Professor Der
Nersessian, in a career that spanned six
decades worldwide, played a major role in
fostering recognition of the significance of
Armenian and Byzantine art and
civilization.

In 1979 the Prelacy of the Armenian
Apostolic Church honored Professor Der
Nersessian as “Man of the Year”—the first
time this honor was bestowed upon a
woman. At that time the Prelacy’s Ex-
ecutive Council stated that Professor Der
Nersessian was “elected Person of the Year
for her distinguished achievements and
outstanding scholarship in the Humanities
and the Arts and for perpetuating and
symbolizing the centuries old traditions of
the contribution of Armenian women
towards civilization and culture.”

Professor Der Nersessian was born in
Constantinople, the niece of the Ilate
Patriarch Malachy Ormanian. She studied
history and art history at the Sorbonne,
from which she received her degree of
Docteur es Lettres in 1936.

From 1926 to 1929 she was Chargee de
Conferences in the Ecole Pratique des
Hautes Etudes in Paris. In 1930 she went to
Wellesley College in Massachusetts, first as
Lecturer, then as Professor of Art, and,
from 1937 to 1946, Chairman of the
Department of Art and Director of the
Farnsworth Museum. In 1946 she was ap-
pointed Professor of Byzantine Art and
Archaeology at Dumbarton Oaks, and
Member of the Faculty of Arts and
Sciences at Harvard University, becoming
Professor Emeritus in 1963. Professor Der
Nersessian lectured at various universities
in the United States and France, and won
academic distinction in both countries.

As an intellectual she performed with
calm assurance, steadiness, and charm. Her
sound judgment, her quick and deep
understanding of persons and issues, her
forthrightness in stating her convictions,
her graciousness and humor were in-
valuable to those who were honored with
her acquaintance.

This leading medievalist and art
historian received many honors in
recognition of her outstanding
achievements including The Order of St.
Gregory the Illuminator, which His
Holiness Vazken I, Catholicos of All Arme-
nians, bestowed upon her in 1961. She was
the first woman to receive this decoration.

A prolific writer, many of her articles
appeared in prestigious publications
throughout the world and her books
published by leading publishers.

Professor Der Nersessian lived to see
Byzantine and Armenian studies
transformed from obscure sub-specialties
of medieval departments into major fields
of inquiry at prominent universities and
academic centers, where scholars are mak-
ing new discoveries in these studies which
she did so much to advance.

SYMPOSIUM TO HONOR
SIRARPIE DER NERSESSIAN

The Prelacy will dedicate the interna-
tional symposium for the Ani Millennium
on October 21, 1989, to the memory of
Sirarpie Der Nersessian. The Symposium
will bring together an impressive roster of
international specialists who will present
papers on the city of Ani. The Symposium
will take place at the New York Historical
Society, 170 Central Park West. Full details
will be published in the Septernber issue of
OUTREACH.

Archbishop Nerses
Paghdikian, 79

It is with deep regret that the Prelacy of
the Armenian Apostolic Church of
America announces the passing of Arch-
bishop Nerses Paghdikian, a member of
the Cilician Brotherhood, on Wednesday,
June 28, in Antelias, Lebanon, following a
short illness.

The rites of last unction were ad-
ministered Friday, June 30, in the
Cathedral of St. Gregory in Antelias with
His Holiness Karekin II presiding.

Archbishop Paghdikian was born in
1910 (baptismal name Sarkis) in Arabkir
in historic Armenia and was orphaned
during the deportations of 1915. He spent
his early formative years in orphanages in
Syria and Lebanonn.

Through perseverance and an inborn
love of education he became a popular
teacher, principal, editor, and leader of
HMEM. On June 2, 1957, at the invitation
of Catholicos Zarek I, at age 47, he re-
ceived the rank of vartabed in the
Armenian Church.

In 1961 he was elected Prelate of the
Diocese of Iran and India. In 1974, follow-
ing his consecration as Bishop by His
Holiness Khoren I, he was elected to head
the Diocese of Cyprus.

Returning to Antelias in 1978 he assum-
ed the post of Director of the Birds Nest
orphanage in Jubail, Byblos (Lebanon), a
post he held until his retirement.

Archbishop Paghdikian was the author
of several literary and historical books in-
cluding Voskegedak; A 60th Anniversary
Commemorative Book of HMEM; and
three volumes of Armenian Folktales.
Throughout his life he diligently col-
lected memories of the survivors of the
1915 genocide and published these with
his own meager means. His greatest
work, Dictionary of Topography, in which
he gathered invaluable information about
small localities in historic Armenia, re-
mains unfinished.

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian conveyed
deep condolences to Catholicos Karekin
II. All Prelacy churches conducted
Requiem Services for Archbishop
Paghdikian on Sunday, July 9.

“Let us all pray,” said Archbishop
Ashjian, “that Almighty God, the Gran-
tor of all life and immortality, admit the
soul of Archbishop Nerses Paghdikian to
the ranks of His faithful servants and
keep him always within the grace of
God.”

U.S. Constitution
(Continued from page 1)

educational to social, service, and profes-
sional to join in Bells Across America, a
Ringing Tribute to the Constitution.

The ringing tribute will start at 4 p.m.,
Eastern Daylight Time, the time of the
signing of the Constitution. Individuals
and groups across the mnation will
simultaneously ring bells for up to 202
seconds.

The tribute can be made with bells,
chimes and carillons to echo the sen-
timents of a grateful nation.

During the ceremony, the committee is
urging all Americans to reflect upon the
blessings of liberty and the ideals of
Jjustice and equal opportunity made possi-
ble by the Constitution.

The Prelacy is encouraging all of the
churches within its jurisdiction and all in-
dividuals to participate in this 202nd an-
niversary commemoration of the U.S.
Constitution.
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FALL SEMESTER OF
SIAMANTO ACADEMY
BEGINS SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
12:30 p.m.
St. llluminator’s Gathedral
221 East 27th Street
New York, New York
FOR MORE DETAILS PLEASE CONTACT
MRS. HOURIG PAPAZIAN-SAHAGIAN
ARMENIAN NATIONAL EDUCATION COMMITTEE
138 East 39th Street
New York, New York 10016
(212) 689-7231
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The Children of Lebanon

Talar Havapian

A Teacher Remembers

The following short excerpt is taken from an
article which appeared in the most recent issue
of ARAMCO Magazine written by Bill
Blakemore who taught at the American Com-
munity School.

I arrived in Beirut at the age of 21 in the
autumn of 1966 and I've been thinking about
Beirut ever since I first got there—and even
more ever since I left,

I'd been teaching school for one year
already, and I wanted to go overseas. I heard of
the International School Service, and in the
middle of a snow storm I went down to their
office in New York City. Mrs. Yasamura—I
remember her name—took one look at my
dossier and said, ““You know, there is just the
school for you in Lebanon: ACS, the American
Community School.” . . . I was intrigued. I ap-
plied and interviewed, got the job and went.
And I was amazed: it was the world’s best-
kept secret.

ACS is right there on the sea, and what is
unique about Beirut is that the sea, the moun-
tains and the sky are always, all three of them,
right there all the time: the amazing sea, which
turns four colors of green after a rainstorm, the
sky with its changing clouds, and the operatic
mountains looming over the city, always
drawing the eyes into the distant valleys.

Beyond that there is something that I've call-
ed the Beirut phenomenon. In an expatriate
life in which you lived in many different
places, it was nonetheless the friends you
made in Beirut that you kept for life. I had
heard this when I first went there, then forgot
about it. But it keeps cropping up again. I
became a journalist in 1970 and I lived in
Beirut until the end of 1976. Then I moved to
London and Rome, but I kept going back, the
last time in 1980. Over the years I kept hear-
ing, and still keep hearing every now and
then, from people in all walks of
life—diplomats, businessmen, scholars ar-
tists—that though they have lived an ex-
patriate life in say four or five places, for some
years in each place, it was the people they met
in Beirut who became lifelong friends.

People who follow news of the tragic
deyelopments in Lebanon from abroad might
naturally assume that the kind of life I was so
fortunate to experience there as a young
teacher is gone forever. But Lebanon is an an-
cient land, a land of continuous change and
flux, and it is coming back; I know that from
history. . . Coming back is part of the spirit of
the place. Whether Beirut will be exactly as I
remember it again in my lifetime is an almost
irrelevant question, because it’s always there:
it’s a product of the mountains and the sea and
the sky. For now the human balance has been
upset, but the fact is that Lebanon and Beirut
are witness to the fact that the world has to
stand together, and if there are events in the
region that unsettle the balance, Lebanon will
bleed. To experience the American Communi-
ty School was to experience Beirut, and to ex-
perience Beirut in the 1960°s was to discover
how wonderful the world can be.

Toros Kulhanjian

Sarin Bodroumian

! ga— "

Nazaret Sarkissian

“Whoso shall receive
one such little child
in my name
receiveth me.”

The Gospel According to Matthew
Chapter 18, Verse 5

How to Educate
A Child on
$100 a Year

Sound ridiculous?

That’s all it takes to
educate one Armenian
child in Lebanon for one
entire year.

Will you help

educate a child?

Just fill out this coupon
and mail with your
check to the Armenian
Prelacy, 138 East 39th
Street, NY, NY 10016.

[ Yes. I wish to sponsor a
child. Enclosed is my check for
$100 payable to the Armenian
Apostolic Church of America.
(you may sponsor more than
one child)

Name

Address.

City

State Zip

Telephone

It is one of the most beautiful compen-
sations of this life that no one can
sincerely try to help another without
helping oneself. —Emerson

Narineh Marsoubian

Meher Keshishian

W 1

Razmig Melkonian

“The silence is deafening,” Flora Lewis
wrote recently in the New York Times.
“A reader of Lebanese origin writes to
ask why her fellow Americans, so quick
to vent outrage at wanton killing
elsewhere, manage not to notice the daily
rain of heavy artillery on Lebanese
homes. Her complaint is justified. . .The
country is being asphyxiated. There is
seldom any electricity or gasoline. Food is
short. Hospitals have been devastated.
Only weapons are plentiful. And the
world looks away. Impotent or indif-
ferent, it scarcely matters to the cower-
ing, exhausted people waiting for a quiet
moment to race out for a breath of air and
supplies. . .”

Our sizeable Armenian community in
Lebanon has been suffering for many
years. We, too, like the rest of the world
seem to have put Lebanon out of our
minds, occupied with the reconstruction
and rehabilitation of the earthquake-
ravaged areas of Armenia. Or, was the
earthquake an excuse? Had we put
Lebanon on the ‘“back-burner” long
before December 7, 1988?

The suffering of any human being is a
violation against humanity, but the suf-
fering of innocent children, caught up in
the insensible quarrels of adults, is the
greatest of tragedies.

In December 1987 the Prelacy initiated
a campaign to help educate the Armenian
school children in Lebanon. It takes only
one hundred US dollars per year to keep a
Lebanese-Armenian child in school. The
Prelacy solicited sponsors to “adopt” a
child and be responsible for that child’s
education. The initial response was en-
couraging, but when the earthquake
struck northern Armenia, the communi-
ty’s attention turned exclusively to
Armenia, and the children of Lebanon
also became victims of the earthquake.
Recently we have resumed the campaign
for Lebanon’s school children. We want
to find as many sponsors as necessary in
order to keep the Armenian schools in
Lebanon open to provide an education
and a modicum of stability in the lives of
these youngsters who have seen nothing
but war since their birth.

AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE

Recently the Prelacy has sent letters to
previous sponsors accompanied with a
photograph and letter from the
“adopted” child. These letters were sent
to the Prelacy from Lebanon in bulk and
we have distributed all that we have
received to date. Due to the worsening
condition in Lebanon we have not receiv-
ed letters and photos from all of the
children. We will continue to distribute
letters as we receive them. If you have
not received a letter from your adoptee,
please be patient, and remember that he
or she needs your help now more than
ever.

Manoushag Andonian

Rev. Zareh Sahagian
Appointed Pastor of
Whitinsville Church

al

Rev. Zareh Sahakian in front of the aitar
of the Holy Cross of Varak Church in
Buenos Aires.

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian recently
announced the appointment of Rev.
Father Zareh Sahagian as the Pastor of
Sourp Asdvazadzin Armenian Apostolic
Church in Whitinsville, Massachusetts.
Rev. Sahagian will replace the late Rev.
Father Gomidas Der Torossian who
passed away last October after serving the
Whitinsville community for more than
11 years.

Born in Aleppo in 1947, Rev. Sahagian
studied at the Sahagian Armenian School
and the Armenian Theological Seminary
of Jerusalem from 1963 to 1968. He served
St. Gregory Church in Aleppo, as well as
other churches in the Middle East, as
choir member and stole bearer. In 1974
he married Vazganoush Babikian; they
have two sons, Abraham, 13, and Levon,
11.

In 1981 Rev. Sahagian went to Holy
Etchmiadzin and after a stay of eight
months at the Seminary upon the direc-
tion of His Holiness Vazken I was ordain-
ed priest at the St. Gayane Monastery by
Archbishop Houssic Santourian, Grand
Sacristan of Holy Etchmiadzin. On April
1, 1982, he went to Argentina where he
served the Holy Cross of Varak Church
until July 1989.

Upon the request of Archbishop Ash-
Jjian, Bishop Grigoris Bouniatian released
Rev. Sahagian from his duties in Argen-
tina and permitted him to travel abroad.
Rev. Sahagian, who arrived in the United
States with his family on July 7,
celebrated his first Badarak in his new
parish on Sunday, August 6. A reception
welcoming Rev. Sahagian and his family
was hosted by the Board of Trustees on
Saturday, August 5 following Vespers
Services presided by Archbishop
Ashjian.

His Eminence and the Prelacy Executive
Council extend a warm welcome to Rev.
Sahagian and his family and wish him a
successful life of service for the glory of
God.

HAYASTAN

by Hovhanness Grigorian
translated by Diana Der Hovanessian

My country is as small
as a newborn child,
or a fragile mother
aged with care.

Small on the map

as a tear drop that falls
and stains

the page there.

Just the right size
to keep in my heart

and take everywhere,

talisman-and prayer.
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A Tale of
Two Flags

by Pierre Papazian

Back in the 19th century, Henry Ward
Beecher wrote, “A thoughtful mind,
when it sees a nation’s flag, sees not the
flag only, but the nation itself. . .”” Thus,
the flag, is more than a colored banner. It
is a symbol epitomizing the nation to
which one belongs, and its appearance is
bound to stir deep emotions within peo-
ple. At various times in history and
especially during periods of difficulty in a
nation’s life, the flag has often been the
focus of controversy. While history may
not repeat itself, it does present some
curious coincidences. Currently one such
coincidence is that, almost simultaneous-
ly for both Armenians and Americans,
the flag has become a national issue and
the object of fervent debate.

For Armenians in the diaspora, the ap-
pearance of the Armenian red, blue, and
orange tricolor in Yerevan especially dur-
ing commemorations of April 24 and May
28 this year rekindled the so-called “flag
controversy’’ although with less
vehemence and intransigence than in the
past when passions ran rampant through
the various communties around the
world.

For Americans, who generally show
great respect for the U.S. flag, although it
should be noted not always in accord
with established flag etiquette, the deci-
sion of the U.S. Supreme Court regarding
the burning of the flag, has exacerbated a
controversy that has been smoldering
since the 1960’s. In its decision rendered
on June 21, 1989, the Supreme Court
ruled 5 to 4 that no laws could prohibit
the burning of the American flag as an act
of political protest.

Justice William J. Brennan, Jr., speaking
for the majority, stated, “We do not con-
secrate the flag by punishing its desecra-
tion, for in doing so we dilute the
freedom that this cherished emblem
represents.”’ The decision struck down
not only flag desecration laws in 48 states,
but also a federal law enacted in 1967
because of numerous protests against the
Vietnam war which included flag
burning,.

In either case, American or Armenian,
the issue is essentially a dilemma. In the
American case, to defend the flag against
burning as a political act would mean
limiting freedom of speech and thus cur-
tailing the First Amendment. On the
other hand, to uphold freedom of expres-
sion and political protest would mean
that there can be no limit on the form of
such protest, as long as it is not an incite-
ment to riot or violence. The American
flag is surely a cherished national
emblem, symbolizing political and social
principles that have become models for
countries around the world. In fact, if the
flag were not a cherished symbol, there
would have been no point in burning it
as a political protest. The Court’s majority
opinion recognized the flag as a symbol of
the United States and its political system,
but is also recognizes the fact that de-
fending the symbol too zealously could
abridge the very system that the symbol
represents.

The Armenian flag, the tricolor, is also
a symbol. It was the national flag of the
independent Republic of Armenia
(1918-1920). In the long history of the
Armenian people, the tricolor was the
last flag to represent an independent
Armenian state, a state that had interna-
tional recognition, that sent ambassadors
to various world capitals, that par-
ticipated in international treaties, and
had political legitimacy. When the
Republic was devoured by the forces of
Kemalist Turkey and Leninist Russia, the
flag survived as a symbol of in-
dependence (however brief), as a symbol
of freedom, and a symbol of national
pride.

The tricolor could have been the rally-
ing point for a people that had lost its in-
dependence, but instead it became a
divisive symbol because those who chose
to support the remaining vestige of their
ancient homeland, i.e., Soviet Armenia,
confused patriotism and servility. In their
unbridled zeal to support Soviet Armenia
with its new Communist regime, they
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sought to disparage, denigrate, and
destroy whatever was part of the
previous government. Thus, they did in
fact desecrate, both verbally and physical-
ly, the symbol of the Republic, the
tricolor. The tricolor actually became an
object of hatred and derision, as if there
were something vile about the symbol
and that for which it stood. It was almost
analogous to the behavior of the early
Armenians who, having converted to
Christianity, sought to destroy all traces
of their pagan past.

The dilemma was the fact, completely
unrealized by those who so hated the
Armenian flag, that the tricolor was a
part of recent Armenian history, their
own national history, so that to deny and
denigrate the flag was tantamount to de-
nying and denigrating a part of their own
past, in which heroes and heroines
abounded, famous and nameless, who
fought the Turks to a standstill, and
when everyone else abandoned them, did
the only thing they could: They created
their own country, with a government,
an army, a passport, and a flag.

Now the heirs of the independent
Republic—for that is what the Soviet
Armenians are—have decided to publicly
embrace the tricolor as their national col-
ors, because for them it does represent
freedom, independence, and self-
determination. This has created another
dilemma for those who so vehemently
opposed the tricolor. If the people of
Armenia want the tricolor as their
flag—they have even displayed the coat of
arms of the independent Republic—can
those in the diaspora reject it any longer?
To reject the wishes of the majority of the
Soviet Armenians contradicts the policy,

so often repeated by a segment of the
diaspora, that their support was for the
people and not the regime.

A nation is a group of people with a
common history and cultural heritage.
To represent that commonality, that na-
tionhood, symbols were developed and
displayed: a flag, a great seal, a coat of
arms, an eagle, a mountain. The symbol
becomes an easily recognized, tangible
representation of the nation to the out-
side world. When the symbols are lack-
ing, it is as if the nation has disappeared.
Thus, the flag is a symbol necessary to
one’s internal sense of national identity,
as well as the nation’s identity as a collec-
tive group to the world at large.

In any case, the Armenian dilemma is
not directly analogous to the American
dilemma, though they both concern their
respective flags and involve hard choices.
The American flag issues involves lofty
political principles, revolutionary at the
time and still so in many parts of the
world today, embodied in a Constitution
two centuries old. The Armenian flag
issue involves principles less precise and
uncodified in any formal document.
These are freedom and independence in a
general sense, but also, and perhaps more
important in the case of the Armenians, a
sense of national identity.

Since symbols, especially national sym-
bols, evoke deep and strong emotions,
the question of the flag, American or
Armenian, cannot be said to have been
resolved. Neither the . Supreme Court
decision about the American flag nor the
choice of the Armenian tricolor by Soviet
Armenians as a national symbol will close
the particular issue, each of which
represents a totally different problem.
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ARTSAKH — KARABAGH

A complete documentary depicting the struggle of the
freedom-loving Karabaghtsi to reunite with his homeland.
This two-hour long documentary is a must for anyone who
wishes to learn more about the issue of Karabagh and the
popular movement in Armenia. Available on VHS in both
Armenian and English.

Please send me ____ set(s)of the Karabagh Video Tape. $70.00 for two
volumes, plus $5.00 for shipping and handling,.

O Armenian O English

Name

Address

City, State, Zip
Checks payable to Armenian Prelacy Bookstore. Mail order to 138 East 39th Street, NY, NY 10016.
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Seminar. . .
(Continued from page 1)

celebrant was Very Rev. Shahe Panossian
and the sermon was delivered by Very
Rev. Anoushavan Tanielian. Following
the Divine Liturgy, a luncheon was
prepared and served by the Ladies’ Guild.
The Pastor, Rev. Arsen Hagopian,
distributed certificates to all the students
who successful completed their first, se-
cond, and third year course of study.
Rev. Tanielian, director of the Institute,
expressed thanks on behalf of Arch-
bishop Ashjian to all staff members, to
the pastors and Boards of Trustees, and
parents who encouraged their young
parishioners and sons to attend the In-
stitute; to the Ladies Guild of St. Gregory
the Iluminator Church who hosted the
Sunday luncheon; to Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Jehanian who hosted the Archbishop and
students on July 4 at their home; to Mrs.
Asdghig Kazanjian (the owner of Arme-
nian Delight Food Market) who offered
delicious Armenian delicacies; to Mr. &
Mrs. Kaloust Karakelian who made
available a van for field trips and to Mr. &
Mrs. Manual Shehirian of Toronto, for
their generous donation to the Institute.

A MINI LESSON
The Psalms, as they speak of God, run the
gamut of the human situation from lyric
joy to anguished suffering. To human be-
ings who share the same experiences, the
psalmists’ words are most intelligible and

comforting.
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The Most Comprehensive Volume
Ever Produced. . .

by Patrick Donabedian
Jean Michel Thierry

Influenced by such various sources as ancient
paganism, Hellenism, and the Byzantine Empire,
Armenian art has always retained a strong
individuality and thrived on successive
contributions. Christianity, which was adopted as
the state religion in the fourth century, has played
the greatest role in shaping Armenian art over the
last two millennia, inspiring artists, craftsmen,
calligraphers, and architects to create works of
beauty and endurance. In this volume, the most
complete every published, two great
specialists—Jean Michel Thierry and Patrick
Donabedian—analyze in depth the great moments
of this interesting civilization. From the Hellenistic
temple of Garni to the churches of New Julfa, from
the famous kbatchkar (a cross-bearing stele covered
with rosettes and botanical motifs) to the Holy
Cross of Aghtamar and the Etchmiadzin
manuscripts, this superly illustrated book brings to

® 620 pages. life the great moments of Armenian art and surveys
every aspect of this singular civilization.
e 1,000 Illustrations
@ 182 color plates ARMENIAN ART was written and compiled by Dr.

e Contains a chronology, Jean-Michel Thierry, professor of Armenian Culture
genealogical tables, at the Institute of Oriental Languages in Paris, and
bibliography, glossary, one of the foremost experts on Armenian art and
diagrams, ground plans, culture. Patrick Donabedian, who has written the
elevations, and index. section on architectural sites, has doctorates in the

history of art and in artistic science. He has

published one of the most complete inventories of
The Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church Armenian sculpture.

is proud to co-sponsor the publication of this

superb book along with Harry N. Abrams, Inc.

Money-saving pre-publication offer!

138 East 39th Street

New York, NY 10016 Armenian Apostolic Church of America ® 138 East 39th Street, New York, New York *  (212) 689-7810 I

The pre-publications price for i ARMENIAN ART by Jean-Michel Thierry and Patrick Donabedian :
ARMENIAN ART is $99.95 per |

copy, shipping and handling I Please send me copy(ies) of ARMENIAN ART i
o }"3;;5:;‘;,;1’9 fies to I @8 99.95 per copy (up to September 30, 1989), shipping and handling included. ]
September 30, 1989. l @ $130.00 per copy (beginning October 1, 1989), plus $5.00 per copy shipping and handling. l
Beginning October 1, 1989, q Enclosed is my check for $ (in U.S. funds). :
the price will be $130.00 per I

copy, plus $5.00 shipping and I Name I
handling per copy. I I
Payment must be in U.S. | Address |
funds. Checks or money l I
orders should be made out to City State Zip l
the Armenian Prelacy, and I

-s[c;hI: Itf;c]acy of the Armenian i U I am interested in other books on Armenian subjects. £
Apostolic Church : Please add my name to your mailing list. :

AN EXCELLENT CHRISTMAS GIFT?




