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Monument to Heroes of Resistance
Dedicated in Canada

During the weekend of September 9-10 which marked the traditional pilgrimage
day and commemoration of the resistance of Musa Dagh brought several thousand
Armenians together at St. Nishan Armenian Apostolic Church and Community Center
in Cambridge, Ontario.

Saturday evening more than 1,200 persons enjoyed the traditional davoul zourna
and the music of George Tutunjian.

Sunday morning Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian celebrated the Divine Liturgy and
presided over the Requiem Service for the heroes who gave their lives during the
resistance. Following the Liturgy, His Eminence unveiled the newly erected monu-
ment dedicated to the memory of those cities which valiantly resisted the Turkish
assault in 1915: Van, Sasoun, Shabin Karahisar and Musa Dagh.

The architect of this imposing monument is Hagop Jambazian. Funds for the monu-
ment were raised among Armenian Americans headed by John 0. Vartan who con-
tributed $10,000.

First International Symposium on City of Ani
On the Occasion of the Millennium of
Cathedral of Ani Planned in New York

Specialists from around the world will gather in New York City on October 21, 1989,
for the first international symposium on the history, culture, and architectural
significance of Ani, the “city of one thousand and one churches” Under the sponsorship
of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America, the symposium will take place at the
New York Historical Society, 170 Central Park West, New York City.

Registration for the symposium is promptly at 9:30 a.m. and will be followed by an in-
troduction by Adriano Alpago-Novello, well-known author and professor at the Univer-
sity of Milan in Italy. Professor Alpago-Novello will act as moderator of the various
segments. The Symposium is dedicated to the memory of Professor Sirarpie Der Nerces-
sian, the outstanding scholar in the field of Byzantine art and Armenian medieval il-
luminated manuscripts who died July 5, 1989, in Paris at age 92.

History

The history of Ani will be explored by Lucy Der Manuelian, who will present her
perspective on “Ani: Fabled Capital of Armenia.” Dr. Der Manuelian is a member of the
faculty of Tufts University and a well-known lecturer on Armenian art and architecture.

(Continued on page 3)

Armenian Church Mourns
The Passing of
Archbishop T. Nersoyan

See Page 5 for a personal
remembrance of Archbishop Tiran

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian and the
Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church
of America mourn the passing of Arch-
bishop Tiran Nersoyan. Archbishop Tiran,
the eldest among the bishops of the Arme-
nian Church, passed away on September 1,
1989, in New York City.

Born in Aintab on August 23, 1904, he
was the son of a priest and a former school
teacher. As an eleven-year-old boy, he and
his family became refugees, fleeing to Alep-
po in the early months of World War 1. In
1921 he was accepted as a student in the
Armenian Seminary in Jerusalem by the
then Patriarch, Archbishop Yeghishe
Tourian, who became the young man’s
intellectual mentor.

In 1928, Nersess (Archbishop Nersoyan’s
given name) was ordained a priest of the
Armenian Church. He was then sent to
Milford, England, for further academic
study at the College of Holy Resurrection,
after which he returned to Jerusalem to
teach in the seminary, of which he became
principal in 1932.

He returned to London in 1938 to take
charge of the Armenian Church there, re-
maining in that pastoral office during the
difficult days of World War II. Archbishop
Nersoyan was elected primate of the Arme-
nian Diocese in 1944, succeeding Arch-
bishop Karekin Hovsepiantz, remaining in
that office for approximately ten years. In
1955, Archbishop Nersoyan left the United
States to return to Jerusalem, first as locum
tenens, then -as Patriarch until August 1958
when he was expelled by Jordanian
authorities.

Since that time, Archbishop Nersoyan
made his home in the United States, where
he remained very active in church affairs,
serving as visiting celebrant of the Divine
Liturgy in various churches around the
country, giving lectures on a range of sub-
jects, and writing on different topics. In
1962 he established and served as the first
dean of St. Nersess Theological Seminary.

Archbishop Tiran Nersoyan was a
respected voice of the Armenian Church, a
theologian whose authoritative studies (in
both Armenian and English) earned him a
reputation for thoughtful scholarship, and
an original and independent thinker. Like
his mentor, Archbishop Yeghishe Tourian,
Archbishop Nersoyan was a multi-faceted
individual whose many talents were not
always recognized. He was the author of
several books and translations now used in
the Armenian Church, especially the
Divine Liturgy with his introduction and
commentary. He had both the knowledge
and insight to write a book on Armenian
Theology, but his busy schedule prevented
him from doing so.

Services were held at St. Vartan’s
Cathedral, New York City, on Friday,
September 8, 1989. The last unction rites
took place on Saturday, September 9.

Archbishop Ashjian sent messages of
condolence to His Holiness Vasken I, and to
His Eminence Archbishop Torkom
Manoogian and immediately notified His
Holiness Karekin II,

Archbishop Ashjian requested that all
Prelacy churches offer prayers for the
repose of the soul of the late Archbishop on
Sunday September 10.
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Editorial
September Thoughts

Shortly after you receive *his issue you
will be receiving our annual appeal for
funds for OUTREACH. As you know,
OUTREACH is sent free of charge each
month. Once a year, in September, we ask
our readers to send in a voluntary con-
tribution in order to defray some of the
publishing expenses. You will, of course,
continue to receive OUTREACH whether
or not you send a contribution.

We are aware of the great demands on
your time and funds. A small donation
from each family currently receiving
OUTREACH would be more than suffi-
cient. Please send in your donation, in any
amount, as soon as you receive the appeal.
If you have any comments or suggestions
please send those along also.

LEBANON

We look forward to the day when
Lebanon is no longer front page news and
life in that beleaguered country returns to
normal. At the moment the future looks
bleak. However, we Armenians know bet-
ter than any other people that often the
impossible is possible.

Recently Pope John Paul 1I issued strong
sentiments about the current situation. In
his remarks, delivered on the Feast of the
Assumption of the Virgin Mary, the Pope
warned that the recent “inhuman bom-
bardments” in Beirut threatened world
peace. “Before the eyes of all the world,”
he said, “Lebanon is being consumed by a
process, I would say, of genocide, a process
that involves the responsibility of the en-
tire international society. It is a process
that is leading to the destruction of
Lebanon.”

“In reality,” the Pope continued, “we
find ourselves facing a threat to the entire
order of international life. It is a threat of a
moral nature, so much more painful
because it is a weaker state that is feeling
the violence and indifference of the
stronger. The principal of not hurting the
weak is legitimate in international rela-
tions and those who violate it will even-
tually face both God, the Supreme Judge,
and the judgment of human history.”

In last month’s issue of OUTREACH we
had a special appeal for the Children of
Lebanon. As you know, the Prelacy has
undertaken a program of adopting Arme-
nian school children. It takes only $100 a
year to keep an Armenian child in school
in Lebanon. Such a small amount. In New
York $100 barely buys dinner for two.

We want to remind our readers that
even during violent periods when schools
are closed, the teaching and administrative
staffs are being paid, so that the schools
can re-open at a moments notice.

The coupon which was printed last
month is reprinted this month on page 3.
If you move your eyes to the right to the
opposite page you will see it. If you would
like to “adopt” a child please send in the
coupon with your check.

We don’t claim to have the answers to
Lebanon’s problems but we do know that
we owe it to our children to make their
lives as normal as possible. We do know
that these children, whether they remain
in Lebanon or not, will never forget the
loving care they received from their
families in the United States and Canada.
This $100 is probably the best investment
for the future of the Armenian nation you
can make.

Our thoughts are with all the people of
Lebanon. We hope and pray for peace and
a return of normalcy to that beautiful
country with the assurance that “we are
saved by hope,”* and the remembrance
that “faith is the substance of things hoped
for, the evidence of things not seen.”**

*Romans 8:24
**Hebrews 11:1

Armenia Revisited

In January 1989, shortly after the earth-
quake of December 7, 1988, I visited
Armenia on behalf of the Land and
Culture Organization to explore the
feasibility of summer volunteers helping
in the reconstruction and restoration of
damaged buildings.

In this essay I will not focus on the ac-
tivities of the LCO in Armenia, but rather I
would like to share some personal obser-
vations and feelings that I experienced
during this visit, in contrast to a previous
one.

Twenty years ago I made a pilgrimage
to Armenia to satisfy some deep-seated
psychological needs. Both of my parents
had died in Iran by that time. It had been a
life-long dream for them to see Armenia.
In a way, I was fulfilling their dream.
However, the despair that I had felt
previously was lifted. I was no longer
afraid that we will be assimilated and
eventually disappear as Armenians in the
Diaspora. Armenia will always be there to
nurture our identity. What was the
despair about? In those days ethnicity was
not in. Most people believed in the melting
pot. Some Armenians anglicized their
names so that they could enjoy certain ad-
vantages socially, economically, and pro-
fessionally. In my case, ten years earlier I
was told that changing my name to
Gregory would help my chances of
getting in medical school. There were
other discouraging phenomena. There
were only a handful of Armenian chur-
ches and schools that provided a smatter-
ing amount of Armenian language skills.
We had to wait for weeks to hear a decent
Armenian concert or attend a cultural
event. One could see that assimilation was
eroding our ranks, and it was a struggle to
maintain our identities as Armenians.

The confusion in the minds of some
American-born Armenians was that being
a hyphenated Armenian was not accep-
table. If they said that they were
American-Armenians, Udtphjwfiwg, that
they would be negating their being
Americans. Therefore, they would say “I
am an American, but my parents were
Armenians,” or some such thing.

In the seventies, attitudes towards
ethnicity changed in the United States. In
1977 the White House had a conference on
“Ethnicity and Mental Health.” I was in-
vited to that conference and there was no
doubt in my mind that the conference was
a signal that ethnicity was a recognized
fact of life in the United States.

Joseph Giordano, the Director of
American Jewish Committee’s Center for
Ethnicity, had the following to say about
ethnicity: “The myth is that people came
to this country, became American and
forgot about the old ways. But that never
happened. You can’t change people’s
souls. It’s in the way a mother holds her
children or speaks to them. Armenian
society is about ethnicity. It is rich in
ethnicity, and we should celebrate and ap-
preciate its richness.”

Something parallel was taking place in
Soviet Armenia, with one major dif-
ference. In Armenia it wasn’t ethnicity
but nationalism that was slowly
redeveloping. During my 1969 visit, I had
the privilege of attending a psychiatric
conference at the psychiatric hospital in
Nork, outside Yerevan. The late Professor
Andranik Mehrabian was chairing the
conference. At the end of three hours of
clinical case presentations it dawned on
me that every work and expression was
purely in Armenian; no non-Armenian
words were used. Later as we were talk-
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by Haikaz M. Grigorian, M.D.

“The earthquake jolted us
out af our complacence. All
of us became frantic. Most of
us wanted to do something.”

ing about psychiatric training in his
department, he mentioned that he insisted
that all the communications take place in
pure Armenian.

The events in Artzakh (Karabagh) came
to show us that maintaining Armenian na-
tional identity had been there all along,
and needed the appropriate climate, in
this case Glasnost, to reveal itself.

How did the Artzakh movement affect
us? In a way it empowered us to move
from the position of being ethnic Arme-
nians, to an identity which is national. We
identified ourselves and fellow Armenians
in the homeland as a nation, and it was a
good feeling. We felt good about
ourselves. Before the Artzakh movement,
and before the earthquake, we had
become complacent. After all, we had the
best of the two worlds. We had an
American way of life, and whenever we
felt like it we would go and visit our
“mother”—Armenia. We could send our
children to become familiar with all the
antiquities that symbolized our existence
as Armenians.

The earthquake jolted us out o1 our com-
placence. All of us became frantic. Most of
us wanted to do something. I think what
was happening was that on an un-
conscious level our entire existence and
identity was transformed as Armenians.
And, this time it wasn’t only the Turk
and/or the Azeris doing it, but also our
own land doing it to us.

I am not going to focus on the
psychological dynamics of what we have
gone through since December 7, 1988. The
fact is, the magnitude of the disaster was
of such a proportion that it could have
threatened our entire existence. But, thank
God, it did not happen. However, we have
ended up with a critically ill
“Mother”—Armenia. She is ill both
physically and psychologically. She is
mourning the loss of 50,000 of er popula-
tion. There are some 700,000 homeless,
partly from the earthquake and partly the
Armenians that fled from Azerbaijan, and
took refuge in Armenia. There are 5,000
people that will need physical rehabilita-
tion. The psychological and psychiatric
impact of the above losses are enormous.

The problem of Artzakh and the earth-
quake are linked together in the Arme-
nian psyche. The best way I can illustrate
this for you is through a vignette that the
survivors of Leninakan related. The story
goes as follows: In the midst of frantic
searches to recover as many live bodies as
possible in Leninakan, they rescued an old
Armenian man. The first question that he
asked was “What happened to Artzakh?”
Mind you, he didn’t ask about his wife,
children, and grandchildren, his relatives
or belongings, but about Artzakh. When
he was told about the results, the old man
was so disappointed that he responded,
“Bury me again.”

It seemns to me through these two impor-
tant events, Artzakh and the earthquake,
our nation’s identity and destiny as Arme-
nians in the Diaspora became linked and
sealed with our siblings in Armenia.
There is no way that we can disengage
ourselves from them, and return back to
the status quo. We all have a sick
mother—Armenia— and we have to nur-
ture her back to health, and in this process
become healthy and integrated ourselves
as one nation, Armenia and Diaspora
together.

My visit to Armenia this time was not a

“The events of Artzakh
(Kharabagh) came to show
us that maintaining Arme-
nian National Identity had
been there all along, and
needed the appropriate
climate, in this case
Glasnost, to reveal itself.”

pilgrimage. It was to visit a sick mother
and share the grief and sorrow with my
siblings.

Before I left for Armenia, a fellow
member of the Land and Culture
Organization said this to me: “I wish I
were a doctor, so that I could satisfy my
need to help.” I thought about it, and
realized that this was one of the few times
that T had mixed feelings about being a
physician. This time I was going to feel the
pain myself, and I was scared of its poten-
tial intensity. I found out that my Soviet-
Armenian colleagues, physicians and
surgeons had suffered tremendously. One
of them said that the first ten days we
operated and cried, and couldn’t sleep.
“Now I am having nightmares.” But one
fact they repeated was their appreciation
of our presence there. They find our
presence comforting. They see our
presence as caring on our part. My percep-
tion is that we are wounded also, and thru
our presence in Armenia we are caring for
ourselves at the same time.

From now on our destinies are one and
the same, as Armenians both in Armenia
and the Diaspora. We have to face this
destiny shoulder to shoulder.

Haikaz M. Grigorian, M.D., is Associate
Professor of Clinical Psychiatry at New
Jersey Medical School and a member of the
Board of Directors of the Land and.Culture
Organization which sent volun.eers to
Armenia this summer.

Pastoral Assignments
And Retirements

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, in consulta-
tion with the Religious and Executive
Councils of the Prelacy, announces the
following new pastoral appointments and
retirements:

1. Rev. Zareh Sahagian, formerly
from Argentina, was appointed parish
pastor of St. Mary’s Armenian Apostolic
Church in Whitinsville, MA, starting
August 6, 1989.

2. Rev. Archpriest Sempad Der Mk-
sian, pastor of All Saints Armenian
Apostolic Church of Chicago, retired and
will reside in Racine, Wisconsin. However,
upon our redquest, he will serve the
spiritual needs of our parishes of St. Hagop
Church of Racine and St. Paul Church of
Waukegan, Illinois.

3. Very Rev. Shahe Panossian was ap-
pointed Pastor of the All Saints Armenian
Apostolic Church of Chicago, effective
September 1, 1989.

4. Rev. Archpriest Vahan Ghazarian,
pastor of St. Nishan Church of Cambridge,
Ontario, retired. On September 10 he
visited the St. Hagop Church of Niagara
Falls as guest clergy.

5. Rev. Hrant Yeretzian was appointed
pastor of the St. Nishan Armenian
Apostolic Church of Cambridge, Ontario.
Rev. Yeretzian will be in charge of the
Armenian communities of Cambridge,
Hamilton, London, and Kitchener in
Ontario.

Archbishop Ashjian and the Religious
and Executive Councils express their
“sincere thanks and gratitude to the
clergy who retired after many years of
service to the Armenian Church and wish
them many healthy and productive years.
For those who have been called to new
responsibilities, we wish them God’s help
and guidance.”

NEED A TERRIFIC GIFT?
We have just the thing!

“Armenian Art”

Eight pounds of lasting
beauty and information.

See book list on page 8
for special offer.
P.S. Buy one for yourself, too!
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The City of Ani is in eastern Turkey just miles from the Soviet Armenian border. What remains
of the city is neglected and is undergoing rapid decay and destruction—the fate of most Christian
monuments in Turkey. The international symposium on Ani, which will be attended by
specialists from many continents, will call for international support for its preservation.

SympOSium (Continued from page 1)

Tatevos Hagopian, a professor at the
Unijversity of Yerevan and an interna-
tionally recognized expert on Ani, will
speak about “Ani: Travel Through the
Centuries.” Completing the history por-
tion of the symposium will be Professor
Gabriella Uluhogian, from the University
of Bologna, Italy, who will speak about
“The Ani Inscriptions,” and Patrick
Donabedian, co-author of the recently
released magnificent “Armenian Art”
book, will speak about “Dertad: The
Architect.”

Environment

Following the historical presentations,
three specialists will explore the cultural
environment of Ani. Adriano Alpago
Novello will speak about ‘“Medieval
Cathedrals of Europe and the Cathedral of
Ani.”  Alice Taylor, from New York
University’s Graduate Institute of Fine
Arts, will present “The Manuscript
Schools of Vaspuragan and Ani.”” Com-
pleting this segment is Helen Evans,
Research Associate at the Institute of Fine
Arts, New York City, who will present
“The Manuscript of King Gagik of Kars.”

How to Educate
A Ghild on
$100 a Year

Sound ridiculous?

That’s all it takes to
.educate one Armenian
<child in Lebanon for one
entire year.

Will you help

educate a child?

Just fill out this coupon
and mail with your
check to the Armenian
Prelacy, 138 East 39th
Street, NY, NY 10016.

O Yes. I wish to sponsor a
child. Enclosed is my check for
$100 payable to the Armenian
Apostolic Church of America.
(vou may sponsor more than
one child)

Name

Address

City

State - Zip

Telephone

Preservation

The Preservation of Ani will be explored
by Armen Zarian, from the University of
Yerevan and a specialist in Armenian ar-
chitecture, and Paclo Cuneo, Professor at
the University of L’Aquila, Italy. Dr.
Zarian will speak about the “Urban Struc-
ture of Ani,” and Professor Cuneo will
speak about “The Scientific Exploration of
Ani and Its Preservation.”

Panel Discussion

The symposium will come to an end
with a panel discussion about the Preser-
vation of Ani. This important segment of
the symposium will be chaired by Pro-
fessor Nina Garsoian, from Columbia
University, New York City, who has been
one of the pioneers of Armenian Studies in
the United States. The participants will
discuss issues involved in promoting inter-
national sponsorship for the preservation
and protection of Ani as a historic monu-
ment. Participants on the panel are Patrick
Donabedian, co-author of “Armenian
Art”; Ailvida Mirzoyan, Curator of Arme-
nian Art at Leningrad’s famous Hermitage
Museum; S. Peter Cowe, Assistant Pro-
fessor of Armenian Language and
Literature, Columbia University; and
Vazken Parsegian, Chairman of the Arme-
nian Educational Council and Director of
Armenian Architecture Archives which
are currently pursuing the documentation
and microfilming of Armenian art and
architecture.

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, prelate of
the Armenian Apostolic Church of
America, which is sponsoring the Sym-
posium, expressed his gratitude to the Ani
Millennium Committee for organizing this
important and unique event. His
Eminence noted with pleasure that “the
expertise that each of the participants will
bring to this Symposium makes this a
singular event. We are gratified that these
internationally recognized experts will
gather in New York in order to bring
greater public focus on this significant
period of Armenian history.”

Dr. Haikaz Grigorian, chairman of the
Ani Millennium Committee, said it is im-
perative for Armenians to pursue interna-
tional sponsorship of Ani. Noting that the
antiquities in Ani are currently being ex-
cavated by a Turkish team from
Haceteppe University, Dr. Grigorian said,
“We must do everything within our
power to get the proper individuals and
organizations interested in protecting
Ani.”

The Symposium fee (which includes
translated texts from Armenian and
French and lunch and refreshments) is
$65. for individuals and $40. for students.
Special rates are available for institutions
and groups of ten or more individuals. For
reservations and additional information
please contact the Armenian Prelacy, 138
E. 39th Street, New York, NY 10016, (212)
689-7810

The International Symposium will bring
to a close the celebration of the Millen-
nium of the Cathedral of Ani which the
Prelacy began in April with a varied pro-
gram and concert at the Metropolitan
Museum of Art in New York City.

Ani Millennium Sympeosium
Sat., October 21, 1989, 9:30 am io 6:00 pm
The New-York Historical Society
170 Central Park West, New York City

Dedicated to the Memory of Professor Sirarpie Der Nersessian

The First International Symposium on the History, Culture, and Architectural
Significance of Ani, “City of One Thousand and One Churches,” and an Interna-
tional Appeal for its Preservation. Organized by the Ani Millennium Commit-
tee, under the auspices of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America.

Major Funding for this Symposium comes from the
Mariam Der Minassian & Vartiter Markarian Endowment Foundation

With the participation of*
Adriano Alpago-Novello, Ph.D., Italy
Paolo Cuneo, Ph.D., Italy
Gabriella Uluhogian, Ph.D. Italy
Jean-Michel Thierry, M.D., France
Patrick Donabedian, France
Armen Zarian, Ph.D., Soviet Armenia
Tatevos Hagopian, Ph.D., Soviet Armenia
Ailvida Mirzoyan, Ph.D., U.S.S.R.

S. Peter Cowe, Ph.D., US.A.
Helen Evans, U.S.A.

Lucy Der Manuelian, Ph.D., U.S.A.
Alice Taylor, Ph.D., US.A.

Nina Garsoian, Ph.D., U.S.A.
Vasken Parsegian, Ph.D., U.S.A.

Program Schedule

Registration: 9:30 am

Introduction
Adriano Alpago-Novello, Moderator

History
Lucy Der Manuelian
Ani: The Medieval Capital of Armenia

Tatevos Hagopian
Ani: Travel Through the Centuries”
Gabriella Uluhogian
The Ani Inscriptions
Patrick Donabedian
Dertad, the Architect

The Cultural Environment

Adriano Alpago-Novello
Medieval Cathedrals of Europe and the Cathedral of Ani

Alice Taylor
The Manuscript Schools of Vaspuragan and Ani

Helen Evans
The Manuscript of King Gagik of Kars

The Preservation of Ani

Armen Zarian
Urban Structure of Ani

Paolo Cuneo
The Scientific Exploration of Ani—Its Preservation

Panel

THE PRESERVATION OF ANI
Discussion of issues involved in promoting international sponsorship for the
preservation and protection of Ani as an historic monument.

Nina Garsoian, Chairperson
Participants
Patrick Donabedian — Ailvida Mirzoyan — S. Peter Cowe — Vasken Parsegian
Closing Remarks: Paolo Cuneo

Symposium Fee
Individual: $65 Student: $40

(Fee includes translated texts from Armenian and French;
lunch & refreshments)
SPECIAL RATES AVAILABLE FOR INSTITUTIONS AND GROUPS OF 10 OR MORE

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO RESERVE BY PHONE:
(212) 689-7810

This event is organized by the Ani Millennium Committee and sponsored by
The Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America
138 East 39th Street, New York, NY 10016

REGISTER NOW! (212) 689-7810
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: DON'T FORGET:

Send your annual contribution

for OUTREACH.

We’re counting on you!

Social Services Expanded to Meet Needs
Of Armenian Refugees Overseas

Without the benefit of a permanent
social service office, the Prelacy of the
Armenian Apostolic Church of America
has extended assistance to hundreds of
Armenians during the past few years.
Prelacy headquarters in New York City
has been inundated with requests for
various types of aid and with its limited
resources has managed to help Arme-
nians in need.

A major concern recently has been the
hundreds of young Armenians who left
Iran and were stranded in Pakistan,
Thailand, and other Asian countries,
without proper documentation and little,
if any, financial resources. Through the
relentless efforts of Mrs. Emma Aghayan,
a former member of the Iranian Parlia-
ment, the Prelacy established direct com-
munication with ranking officials of the
State Department and the U.S. Immigra-
tion and Naturalization Service, in order
to expedite visas for these refugees. Mrs.
Aghayan also travelled to Pakistan to ob-
tain first-hand information and to coor-
dinate the efforts of non-Armenian
organizations providing ai-

Through these efforts scores of Arme-
nians have obtained visas and are now per-
manently settled in Australia, West Ger-
many, Canada, and the United States. An
additional number is expected to receive
visas shortly. Recently the Prelacy provid-
ed airfare for nine young men who had
already been granted visas by Western
countries. Furthermore, a sum of money
was allocated for the need of the Armenian
refugees in Pakistan, including medical
care in a few cases.

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, Prelate of
the Armenian Apjstolic Church of
America, speaking about the social ser-
vices provided by the Prelacy, stressed that
“Special recognition and thanks must go
to Mrs. Emma Aghayan who gave so much
time and energy. It was through her con-
tacts with officials in Switzerland, France,
and the United States that we were able
to relocate these stranded young Arme-
nians.” His Eminence noted that apprecia-
tion is also due to Sadrudin Agha Khan,
former High Commissioner of the United
States in refugee problems, for his many
interventions.

Currently there are some fifty young
Armenians in Karachi, Islamabad and
Lahore, all in Pakistan. One person has

been accepted by Australia. Most of them,
however, have received their United Na-
tions’ refugee cards which allows the
bearer to receive a modest sum for food,
lodging, and incidentals.

Another area of social concern has been
the influx of Armenians from Soviet
Armenia. The current estimate is that
more than 30,000 Armenians are awaiting
visas to leave the Soviet Union for the
United States. Although the Prelacy, like
most Armenian organizations, does not en-
courage emigration from Armenia, it has
extended assistance to families who had
already arrived and were in dire need.

Without the personnel and without a
budget, the Prelacy has managed to pro-
vide these services to needy Armenians
because of caring volunteers and several
individuals who have made generous
financial contributions. During the past
year the Prelacy’s social services has been
largely funded by contributions from Dr.
Raffi Hovanessian, Mr. Ara Arslanian, and
the Armenia Society of New York.
In addition a Group Art Exhibit held at the
Prelacy on January 6, 1989, raised the ad-
ditional needed funds.

“We must help our fellow Armenian,”
Archbishop Ashjian said. “Is that not one
of the basic missions of the church? We
must be prepared to comfort those who
are suffering.”

Language Courses
for Adults
ELEMENTARY

INTERMEDIATE
ADVANCED

Sponsored by
Armenian National
Education Committee
TUESDAY EVENINGS
7 - 9P.M.
Armenian Prelacy
138 E. 39th Street
New York City
For information contact:
Hourig Papazian-Sahagian
(212) 689-7231

Friday, October 13, 1989
Saturday, October 14, 1988
Sunday, October 15, 1989

ARMENIAN CULTURAL MONTH
BOOKFAIR

Sts. Vartanantz Armenian Apostolic Church
461 Bergen Blvd., Ridgefield, New Jersey
Tel. (201) 943-2950

8 pm - 10 pm
10 am - 10 pm

12 noon - 4 pm

Sponsored by:
THE PRELACY BOOKSTORE

A diverse selection of books about history, culture,
literature, religion, art, language and cooking, in
Armenian and English. A wide selection of Armenian
video tapes and cassettes will also be at hand to the
delight of movie and music lovers.

Do your Christmas shopping in October
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AMAA PURCHASES
MOBILE MEDICAL
CLINIC FOR ARMENIA

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian offered
prayers during special presentation and
dedication ceremonies at the headquarters
of the Armenian Missionary Association of
America on Friday, August 25, in
Paramus, New Jersey. The AMAA
presented to the public the mobile
medical/psychiatric clinic which is being
sent to Armenia as part of the AMAA’s
ongoing relief efforts towards the
rehabilitation and reconstruction of lives
and homes of the survivors of the
earthquake.

Attending the dedication were Dr. H.
Philip Hovnanian, AMAA President; Mr.
Robert Hekimian, Chairman of AMAA’s
Armenia Relief Task Force; Ara
Manougian, M.D., AMAA Project Director
for the mobile clinic; The Rev. Dr. G. H.
Chopourian, AMAA Honorary Executive
Director; a delegation from Church World
Service of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the US.A., and a
number of distinguished guests, AMAA
Board members and friends.

During the dedication ceremonies, Dr.
Hovnanian unveiled a plaque to the people
of Armenia to be installed in the clinic and
then introduced Ms. Kenlynn K.
Schroeder, Director of National Disaster
Response of Church World Service, thank-
ing her on behalf of her organization’s
munificent contribution of medical sup-
plies for the clinic, and gratefully accepted
Church World Service’s check in the
amount of $355,000 as part of their con-
tinuing role in the relief aid programs of
the AMAA.

Manufactured by Lifeline Shelters, Inc.,
of Lancaster, Ohio, the purchase of the
48-foot, self-contained mobile clinic was
made possible through the generous con-
tributions of compassionate individuals,
churches, and organizations throughout
the United States.

The Closing prayer was offered by Rev.

Archbishop Tiran Nersoyan:
A Personal Remembrance

For a long time, perhaps two and a half
decades, Archbishop Tiran Nersoyan was
merely a name to me. I knew of him only
through various stories and editorials
published by the Armenian press. For at
least part of that time, it seemed that the
Archbishop was always in the midst of
one controversy or another, at least ac-
cording to these papers. Whether it was a
statement he made, an action he took, an
article or book he wrote, whatever Arch-
bishop Nersoyan did, it seemed to set off
sparks in the Armenian community.

Not knowing the Archbishop personal-
ly, my image of the man was derived per-
force from the editorial comments of the
Armenian papers. Unfortunately, many
in the Armenian community had formed
their perception of the Archbishop in the
same way as I had.

It was only in the 1970’s, more than a
dozen years ago when, as a participant in
a debate on unity, ironically enough, I
met the reality of the human being,
Archbishop Tiran Nersoyan, who hap-
pened to be in the audience. I had taken
the position opposing unity of the Arme-
nian churches in America; the position
supporting unity was taken by a member
of the unity committee at the time. Arch-
bishop Nersoyan, who was never reluc-
tant to express his opinion on whatever
the subject, stood up during the question-
and-answer period to pose a very rele-
vant question comparing the political ac-
tivities of the Armenian community in
America with that of the Italians in Italy.
When 1 pointed out the flaw in the
analogy, he smiled, then with a wide
grin, said out loud, “Why didn’t I think
of that?”

When the debate was over, the Arch-
bishop and I talked for a while discussing

by Pierre Papazian

unity and politics and the Armenian
situation. Then and there I began to ap-
preciate his thoughtful concern and the
rational approach he took to fundamental
issues of importance to the Armenians.
From that beginning, the Archbishop
and 1 developed a friendship based on
mutual respect and understanding.

On many occasions we met at various
functions, lectures, concerts, panel discus-
sions, commemorative programs, and
other such activities that keep the Arme-
nian community busy these days. From
time to time, the Archbishop and I would
get together for lunch or dinner, and con-
tinued what seemed to be our unending
conversation about issues and questions
not only on Armenian subjects, but na-
tional and international issues as well.

A few years back Archbishop Ner-
soyan began to subscribe to my newslet-
ter, Phoenir, in which I write about
Armenian and international affairs. He
enjoyed reading it very much, I suspect,
because it was like a continuation of our
discussions. He probably considered each
issue a challenge, for after reading an
issue, he would write me a letter critical-
ly analyzing what he considered flaws in
my articles. He was “shooting holes” in
my arguments, he told me in one letter.
His comments were always thoughtful,
incisive, and cogent. He was extremely
well read and had a broad interest in a
variety of subjects, as both our conversa-
tions and his letters proved.

One evening as we were having spare
ribs and shrimp at a Beefsteak Charlie’s
in Manhattan, we were debating the
situation in Poland and the dissatisfaction
of the Poles with their regime. This was
before Solidarity had become an
established part of the Polish scene. His

quick wit sparkled throughout the con-
versation, along with his quick smile,
which he flashed whenever he made a
telling point. We did not settle the Polish
question, but each of us left the
restaurant a little wiser and a little more
thoughtful about a people in political and
economic turmoil, about the choices that
had to be made, and about the future of a
nation seeking justice and democracy.
Without mentioning it, we both knew
that we had really been talking about a
small nation far to the southeast of
Poland.

We both learned from each other, and
beyond the conversations that we had
and the subjects that we discussed, we
also learned to respect each other more as
time went on. We did not always agree
on everything, the Archbishop and I. In
fact, we often disagreed on some very
fundamental issues, but we did so
without rancor, trying to shed light
rather than to generate heat. We were
both seeking answers to perplexing ques-
tions and ultimately for the truth.

As others have said, Archbishop Ner-
soyan was both an institution within our
community and the elder statesman of
our community. He was an original
thinker, a free-spirited person, unconven-
tional and imaginative. He was a true in-
tellectual among a people that boasts of,
but produces too few intellectuals. he was
a scholar, a theologian, a teacher, a
writer, and a lecturer. His talents were
many, though not always fully displayed.
He was perhaps an Armenian
Renaissance man. The Archbishop was
an unusual Armenian, an unusual
clergyman, and an unusual human being.
Archbishop Tiran Nersoyan will be miss-
ed by all of us.

Dr. Leon Tavitian, Pastor of the Armenian

Evangelical Church of New York.
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His Holiness Vasken I Informs
Prelacy of Dole Visit to Armenia

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian received a cable on September 3, 1989, from His Holiness
Vasken I, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians, acknowledging the visit
of Senator Robert Dole, Senator Minority Leader, and Mrs. Elizabeth Dole, Secretary of
Labor in the Bush Cabinet.

His Holiness described the Doles’ visit on August 24 as friendly and cordial. His
Holiness released the text of President Bush’s letter introducing Mr. and Mrs. Dole:

““Your Holiness: It is with pleasure that I introduce to you Senator Robert Dole, Minority
Leader of the United States Senate and his wife, Elizabeth, who is my Secretary of Labor. I
rely closely on Senator Dole in developing and implementing U.S. Foreign Policy. Secretary
Dole is a valued member of my cabinet and my expert on all labor matters. You un-
doubtedly already know of the work that Senator Dole has done in support of human
rights around the world. He has taken a special interest in the historical and current
problems of the Armenian people. His leadership was crucial in mobilizing American
support for Armenian earthquake relief. I am delighted that the Doles are taking this trip.
Their firsthand knowledge of the problems that you face will help to guide the Congress
and to provide counsel to me. I hope that pou will acquaint them fully with the problems
that you face and the aspirations of your people at this time of change and opportunity.
They are close to me personally and politically and I have asked them to report back their
personal views of the situation. Sincerely, George Bush.”

Mr. and Mrs. Dole expressed deep gratitude “for the opportunity to visit with you — a
man for whom we have the greatest respect and admiration. It is a real privilege as
fellow Christians to visit the oldest Christian Cathedral in the world.” Mr. and Mrs. Dole
spent August 23 and 24 in Armenia, meeting with Armenian government officials,
visiting survivors in a hospital in Leninakan and Armenian elementary school students
in Leninakan, touring Spitak, and laying a wreath at the Armenian Martyrs’ Monument.

The Doles accompanied a plane-load of relief and rehabilitation supplies on behalf of
Project HOPE for earthquake relief activities in Armenia.

The trip to Armenia was facilitated through the efforts of the Armenian Assembly in
Washington. Prior to their departure in a press conference Senator Dole acknowledged
his personal interest in Armenia and Armenians, “My doctor when I came out of World
War II was an Armenian. He’s passed away since. But I've been visiting with his wife,
Mrs. Hampar Kelikian, in Chicago, and made some contacts, people that she knows there
[in Armenia].”

If I Had My Life to Live Over. . .

If I had my life to live over, I would have talked less and listened more. I would
have invited friends over to dinner even though the carpet was stained and the sofa
was faded. I would have eaten popcorn in the “good” living room and worried less
about the dirt when someone wanted to light a fire in the fireplace. I would have sat
on the lawn with my children and not worried about grass stains. I would have
cried and laughed less while watching television — and done more of it while
watching life. I would have shared more of the responsibilities carried by my mate.
I would have gone to bed when I was sick instead of worrying that the earth would
go into a holding pattern if I missed work for one day. I would never buy anything
just because it was practical, wouldn’t show soil or was guaranteed to last a lifetime.
There would have been more “I love you,” more ‘I am sorry”. . .but mostly, given
another shot at life, I would seize every moment, look at it and really see it and live
it — and never give it back.

—Anonymous
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How Much Does It Cost
To Go To Church?

“If every member would contribute six
dollars a week, we could cover all our ex-
penses,” lamented Bill Jones, who chaired
the finance committee at the Hillcrest
Church, “but I know they won’t. We
simply have too many who believe the
Lord will take care of everything and they
don’t have to carry their fair share.”

“Don’t be too harsh,” admonished Sarah
Williams. “We have a lot of folks who are
retired and living on fixed incomes. There
is a limit to what we can ask of them.”

“All I know is we need an average of
$1,300 a week to pay all our obligations,
and it has to come from somebody,” in-
sisted Bill. “We carry 217 names on our
confirmed membership roll and $6 a week
times 217 members times fifty-two Sun-
days equals a little over $67,000. That
would give us a slight surplus at the end
of the year.”

“Are you talking about $6 a week per
member,” questioned Harriet Rogers, “or
$6 a week for everyone who’s at church?
We do have several shut-ins, some of our
members don’t attend very regularly, and
a lot of them contribute only when they
come to church.”

“I’m talking per member,” declared Bill
in a somewhat belligerent tone of voice.
“It costs the same amount whether we
have eighty or a hundred and eighty here
for church.”

“I can remember when I was treasurer
back right after World War I1,” recalled
seventy-one-year-old Herb McGuire. “One
year we figured we needed $222 a week
to cover everything. Back then we had
nearly three hundred members so that
was less than a dollar a week per member.
Of course, everything costs a lot more
now.”

This conversation reflects the squeeze a
growing number of churches find
themselves in, especially in rural America.
They are caught between the pressures of
a shrinking membership and rising costs.

The Per Member Yardstick

If one uses membership to measure costs,
the variations are tremendous! Several
denominations report congregational
receipts from member giving average
$300 to $400 per confirmed member while
in others that figure exceeded $700 per
member in 1988. One of the differences is
in the level of member giving. A bigger
variable, however, is in the definition of
members. Some congregations use a com-
paratively generous definition of that
word, “member,” while others are far
more strict in their requirements for
anyone who wants to be listed on their
membership roll.

‘What these averages do suggest,
however, is if the Hillcrest Church can
meet all of its financial obligations from $6
per member per week, it must have a
remarkably thrifty operation. For several
denominations weekly contributions
average $7 to 15 per member for every
week of the year.

Another Perspective

A different, and perhaps more useful
yardstick for making cross-congregational
and cross-denominational comparisons is
to use the average attendance at Sunday
morning worship as the definition of “per
capita.” This makes more sense in compar-
ing the 300-member congregation that
averages 600 at worship on Sunday mor-
ning with the 300-member congregation
that averages, 125 at worship. The costs for
facilities, staff, postage, printing, and
many other expenditures relate to atten-
dance more uniformly than to member-
ship.

In planning for their expenditures for
1989 most Protestant congregations found
they needed somewhere between $500
and $1,000 a year times their average at-
tendance at worship to meet all of their
proposed expenditures. Within that broad
bracket a great many clustered in the $700
to $800 range, while it is true that many
larger congregations averaged $1,000 or
more and in a few that figure was above
$2,000 times the average attendance at

by Lyle E. Schaller

Lyle E. Schaller is the parish consultant
for Yokefellow Institute. This article is
reprinted, with permission, from the
August 1989 issue of Church Manage-
ment—The Clergy Journal. The article
gives food for thought of the expenses of
a church versus the donations given by
its members. As costs escalate more and
more churches have to rely on other
means to raise money in order to meet
their budget considerations.—Editor.

worship. At the other extreme end
thousands of small rural congregations
with no mortgage and without a full-time
resident pastor found that member giving
of $300 to $400 times their worship atten-
dance covered all their costs. Thus the con-
gregation averaging 28 at worship may
spend less than $10,000 in 1989. The
Hillcrest Church mentioned earlier
averages 130 at worship and had a budget
of slightly over $65,000 for 1989. That
averages out to $500 per average attender
per year, a relatively modest figure.

Where Does the Money Go?

While individual variations make it im-
possible to offer generalizations that
describe every congregation, the use of
one congregation’s finances do illustrate a
pattern that is not uncommon.

This congregation averages 155 at Sun-
day morning worship. That means it
ranks among the largest one-fifth in size
in American Protestantism. That also
means it is in the right size bracket to
achjeve several economies of scale not
available to most smaller congregations
nor to big churches with extensive
programs.

The budget for 1989 came to $105,870,
a relatively thrifty one for a congregation
that large, thanks to a very modest amount
of debt service. That budget of $105,870
divided by the average attendance of 155
came out to $683 per average attender or
$13.13 per Sunday per attender. That
means that the husband-wife couple ac-
companied by their fifteen-year-old son
needed to drop $40 in the offering plate
every week they came. Where does that
$13.13 go every week?

The cash salary for the pastor for 1989
was budgeted at $21,300, up from $20,100
for 1988. That averaged out to $2.64 per
attender per Sunday. In addition, the
pastor receives $8,800 a year for a hous-
ing allowance plus pension payments,
health insurance, $500 continuing educa-
tion, $2600 for car allowance, and $200 for
a book and periodical allowance. That total
was budgeted at $18,600, which averages
out to $2.31 per average attender per week
for a combined total of lightly under $5 per
average attender for support of the pastor.
That is a comparatively low figure. In
thousands of smaller congregations
pastoral support in 1989 came to $7 to $10
per average attender per week. It also
should be noted that pastoral support
comes to only 37.7 percent of the total
budget.

That budget also included a total of
$16,800 for various benevolent causes, of
which $3,200 (an average of $.40 per week
per average attender) was allocated to
“local missions” while $31,600 was sent to
the denomination for various denomina-
tional causes and programs. The total of
$16,800 represented nearly 16 percent of
the total budget, almost exactly the pro-
portion several denominations report as
the average share for benevolences and
denominational budgets. That $13,600
averaged out to $1.69 per Sunday per
average attender. In that particular
denomination $.63 of that $1.69 goes for
the support of regional and national staff
including salaries, benefits, travel and
other costs. That is lower than in several
other denominations. The remaining $1.07
per average attender per week is divided
among support for a theological seminary,
a nearby church camp, overseas missions,
new church development, and other mis-
sion causes.

As mentioned earlier, this congregation
carries a small mortgage left from the pur-
chase of land for offstreet parking and the
surfacing of that lot. The principal and in-
terest payments come to only $6,000 a year
or $.74 per week per average attender.

This congregation also enjoys the ser-
vices of a two thirds time church
secretary, a part-time choir director, a
part-time organist, and a part-time custo-
dian. The combined total compensation for
these four people was budgeted at $19,800
for 1989 including Social Security and
workmen’s compensation. That averages
out to $2.46 per week per average
attender.

Thus three items, paid staff,
benevolences, and mortgage payments,
add up to $10.24 per week per average at-
tender. Where does that other $2.89 go?

Utilities, custodian supplies, postage,
printing, insurance, and service contracts
are in the budget for a combined total of
$31,370 or $1.41 per week per average at-
tender. That leaves a total of $12,000 which
was divided three ways — $4,000 for new
carpeting, $5,000 for supplies and
materials for Christian education, worship
and music, $2,000 was distributed among
the various committees for their expenses,
and $1,000 was marked ‘“‘contingency
fund.”

What Does It Mean?

The obvious lesson to be derived from
this example is the individual who drops
a five dollar bill in the offering plate and
the couple who are convinced their twen-
ty dollar a week contribution is an expres-
sion of generosity are in fact being sub-
sidized by others.

This can be useful exercise for the
finance commission or budget committee
in your church as the long tenured
members seek to help the new people
understand where all of that money goes.
The format used in this example is an easy
one to copy as you work out the parallel
figures for your congregation. This is
guaranteed to be an interesting educational
experience!

Third, this methodology may be useful
in making comparisons with neighboring
congregations that follow stricter or more
generous definition of “member” than you
use.

Finally, this process is almost certain to
raise questions about purpose priorities,
and proportions. That can be a healthy
discussion. What proportion of total ex-
penditures should go for each of these
categories? As your members translate
those big four and five digit numbers in-
to weekly costs per average attender, they
become more meaningful. They also il-
lustrate that the cost of going to church is
going up just as the cost of groceries,
automobiles, hospital care, and education
have been going up at an unprecedented
rate for the past four decades.

Archbishop Ashjian
Appeals to Leaders for
Cease-Fire in Lebanon

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, on behalf
of the Armenian Apostolic Church of
America, sent humanitarian messages on
August 22 to the president, Members of
Congress, and General Secretary of the
United Nations, urging them to help bring
about a cease fire in Lebanon. His
Eminence urges all Armenian Americans
to contact their congressional represen-
tatives with similar appeals.

“For more than fourteen years,” His
Eminence said, “Lebanon has undergone
continuous voilence. More than 150,000
human beings have been killed, countless
more injured and maimed for life,
thousands of children are orphaned and
hundreds of thousands have been forced
to leave their homes. Our sizable Arme-
nian community has suffered, and is suf-
fering still, tremendously. We must, each
one of us, do our utmost to influence the
proper channels of government to help
our brothers and sister in Lebanon.”

In his appeal to President Bush, Arch-
bishop Ashjian said: “On behalf of the
Armenian Apostolic Church and the
Armenian communities of the Eastern
United States and Canada, we wish to ex-
press our deep concern and indignation
over the continued carnage in Lebanon.
Lebanese civilians have suffered gravely
in the past 14 years, mostly as a result of
foreign military occupations. We believe
that the United States has a duty to play
an active role in bringing about a lasting
cease fire which will clear the way for
negotiations and re-establishment of
Lebanese sovereignty over all its ter-
ritories. We also believe that half-hearted
efforts are not enough to achieve these ob-
Jjectives and the United States should inten-
sify its diplomatic efforts and more effec-
tively demonstrate its concern in this
crucial matter. We pray to the Almighty
Lord to give you strength in your future
efforts for peace in Lebanon and in the
whole world.”

In a similar message to Javier Perez de
Cuellar, Secretary-General of the United
Nations, His Eminence asked the UN’s
leader ‘“‘to continue your role as a
peacemaker and make all the efforts need-
ed to establish a lasting cease fire that will
clear the way to negotiations and the
reestablishment of Lebanese sovereignty
over all its territories. We believe that the
United Nations has a duty to intervene in
a conflict that threatens the territorial in-
tegrity and the very existence of a member
state.”

Archbishop Ashjian noted that on April
21, 1989, the White House issued a state-
ment expressing “deep concern for the
violence now going on in Lebanon.” At
that time President Bush said that the
“United States remains committed to an in-
dependent, free Lebanon and the restora-
tion of Lebanon’s unity, sovereignty, and
territorial integrity, with the disbandment
of militias and the withdrawal of all
foreign forces.” His Eminence asks all
Armenian Americans to urge the Presi-
dent to actively pursue his steadfast com-
mitment to Lebanon’s peaceful and viable
existence.

received, freely give.”

receive it.”’

himself.”

than to receive.”

is, there will your heart be also.”

CHRISTIAN GIVING

“Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have

“Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly,
or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.”

“Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath
prospered him, and there be no gatherings when I come.”

“Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house,
and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the win-
dows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be enough room to

“The liberal soul shall be made fat: and he that watereth shall be watered also

“I have showed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought to support the weak,
and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give

“Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken
together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For wither the same
measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.”

“Buy lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth
corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: for where your treasure

—Matthew, 10:8

—II Corinthians 9:7

—I Corinthians 16:2

—Malachia 3:10

—Proverbs 11:25

—The Acts 20:35

—Luke 6:38

—Matthew 6:20-21
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The Prelacy of the
Armenian Apostolic Church of America
and
The Armenian Relief Society of North America
present
the first United States Concert Tour of

THE ARMENIAN PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA
On the First Anniversary of the Earthquake in Armenia

conductor
LORIS TJEKNAVORIAN

guest artist
ANDRE WATTS

BOSTON

SYMPHONY HALL
November 29, 1989

WASHINGTON, D.C.

CONCERT HALL — KENNEDY CENTER
December 1, 1989

NEW YORK CITY

CARNEGIE HALL
December 7, 1989




PAGE 8

OUTREACH

Teen-agers from around the country en-
joyed three weeks of intensive Armenian
language and culture studies in the scenic
New Jersey shore community of Ocean
Grove. Filled to capacity, this experimen-
tal program proved to be - highly
successful.

The administrative staff of the program
consisted of the Very Rev. Anoushavan
Tanielian, a Ph.D. candidate at Columbia
University, and the popular preacher and
youth director at St. Sarkis Church in
Bayside, New York; Hourig Papazian-
Sahagian, Executive Director of the Arme-
nian National Education Committee, who
organized and directed the program; Mrs.
Yester Garabedian, former principal of the
Nareg Armenian School, Ridgefield, New
Jersey; and Mrs. Nora Checkosky, instruc-
tor at the Ararat School in Elberon, New
Jersey, and frequent performer in
theatrical productions. Students were
under the constant supervision of the staff
and counselors, Athena Baghsarian and
Gregory Kazanjian.

Dorothy Bengoian, popular educator and
humorist who brought her personal
brand of humor and learning, to the
delight of the teen agers, was a guest staff’
member for two weeks. Other guest lec-
turers included Dr. Steve Checkosky,
psychologist and educator; Dr. Robert
Hewsen, historian and cartographer; Mrs.
Sosy Krikorian-Kadian, educator and
dance instructor; Dr. Herand Markarian,
dramatist and producer; Dr. Thomas
Samuelian, linguist and author of a new
Armenian language textbook; and Mr. Ed-
win Alberian, television performer and
educator.

Learning With Fun and Friendship

ANEC’s ‘‘Learn Armenian in Three Weeks’’
Brings Together Teen-agers for
Armenian Education and Summer Fun

Archbishop Ashjian with staff members.

On Saturday, August 19, Archbishop
Ashjian and guests went to Ocean Grove to
spend an evening with the young students
and staff members. His Eminence and
guests enjoyed a delicious dinner together
followed by a short program organized by
students and staff.

Archbishop Ashjian congratulated the
staff for their dedication and encouraged
the students to continue their interest in
Armenian language and culture. He asked
them to consider these three weeks as the
beginning of an adventure.

During the three week period the
students were taken on field trips to points
of interest in the area and were, of course,
given time to enjoy the seashore.

Mrs. Sahagian thanked all staff
members, guest lecturers, parents, and
friends without whose support the pro-
gram could not have been successful. “T
especially want to thank Archbishop
Ashjian,” Mrs. Sahagian said, “for his vi-
sion and support for this program for an
age group that is too often forgotten.”

The Very Rev. Tanielian noted Arch-
bishop Ashjian’s continuing concern for
young Armenians in the U.S. and the
Diaspora, as exemplified by this program
and his campaign to raise funds for the
children of Lebanon. Rev. Tanielian thank-
ed the many friends of ANEC in and
around Ocean Grove and Elberon who
entertained the students and staff in their
homes on various occasions. “Once again,”
Rev. Tanielian said, “we were reminded
that no matter where we live we are
members of an extended family, one peo-
ple, sharing one future.”

The first “Learn Armenian in Three
Weeks™ course for teen-agers proved
to be popular as the young students
combined learning and leisure at
Ocean Grove, New Jersey.

Hovnanians Entertain Vice President Quayle

Vice President Quayle with His Eminence and Shant Hovnanian.

Mr. Shant S.Hovnanian and his parents Vahakn and Hasmig Hovnanian hosted a gala
dinner at their beautiful residence high above the shore of the picturesque Navesink
River in Middletown, New Jersey on June 23, 1989. The evening was in honor of the
Republican nominee for Governor and Republican candidates for the New Jersey
Assembly,

Attending the dinner, which was served under a giant tent, was Vice President J. Dan-
forth Quayle and Governor Thomas H. Kean and more than 250 guests.
dJArchbishop Mesrob Ashjian attended and offered the following invocation prior to

nner:

“O Lord, as we gather here tonight, we are confronted with a world in turmoil, a world
in which people are crying out for justice and mercy. From the highlands of Armenia,
reverberating through the length and breadth of the Soviet Union and the countries of
eastern Europe, and then across the world to ancient China, this cry is heard growing
ever louder.

“In such times, nations surely need leaders of vision, insight, and compassion, to direct
all of our lives towards good works for the benefit of all the world. In our own blessed
land we pray that our leaders receive from Thee the mantle of courage to preserve from
misfortune the peace which Thou hast given us, and to save from evil the freedom
which Thou hast granted us.

“Lord, hearken to the voice of our supplication and keep unshaken the Republic of the
United States of America. Increase the wisdom of all those appointed to the leadership of
the Republic in order that they may lead Your people with equity and justice.

“Bless this gathering and all those in attendance. May Thy loving favor rest upon those
who have assumed roles of leadership or seek to lead their people, that they may walk
in the paths of righteousness as they fulfill their roles in this great nation of the United
States and this great state of New Jersey.

“We ask this in Thy Name, Amen.”
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1: Yppe Yumtnuwwy Vacfl, Gush Upp- USkdbwls, Qpfbibmg Lbn, bpniownbd, 1988, 453 £ 12:00

2: Puwlwpnpl Cnepf, Lwst Qquilpwi, Lpe Eoppy 1988, 295 £f c+vvererenennnrneeinieiiiinnns 15:00
3: Luplpulyests Unibumlypesls Subipugfunupwl, alpryfulah 13 Sawmnpibpp, Gpbewbh, «onneon.. 650:00
NEW BOOKS AND VIDEO TAPES
4. Death & Resurrection, (Novel) A. Antreassian, 1988, N.Y... ... iotuuiuinninnananenenenan.. 20.00
5. Conversations In Silence, Garbis Der Yeghiayan, 1989, CA.......ci.ucve i iineanan..s 19.95
6. The Armenian Genocide, Volume II, GEITNAMY, . . ... .. oututure et e et ciaiaae et 48.00
7. A Historical Survey of the Armenian Case, K. Aharonian, 1989, 158 pp.. ... ......c........ 12.00
8. A Guide to Christian Churches in the Middle East, Norman A. Horner, 1989, 128 pp......... 7.00

9. The Glory of Ani (Video Tape) VHS, A Celebration of the Forgotton Jewel of Medieval Cities,
58 minutes,..,.......... 25.00
10. The Glory of Ani (cassette), Alan Hovhannes, Symphony No. 23, 45 minutes,............... 7.00

SPECIAL MONEY SAVING PRE-PUBLICATION OFFER

ARMENIAN ART
by Jean-Michel Thierry & Patrick Donabedian
$99.95 per copy (up to Sept. 30, 1989; shipping & handling included)
$130. per copy (beginning Oct. 1, 1989; plus $5. per copy shipping & handling)

AN EXCELLENT CHRISTMAS GIFT — ORDER NOW

PLEASE ADD $2. POSTAGE & HANDLING FOR THE FIRST 2 BOOKS.
ADD $1. FOR EACH ADDITIONAL BOOK.

ITEM DESCRIPTION QUANTITY AMOUNT TOTAL
TOTAL
POSTAGE
TOTAL
Name
Address

City, State, Zip

Make checks payable to: ARMENIAN PRELACY BOOKSTORE
Send to:
Armenian Prelacy Bookstore
138 East 39th Street, New York, New York 10016




