ARCHIVE COPY

utreach

Please return.

cond Class
Jstage Rate
Paid at

New York, NY

Zpwnwpulniphil Bdbphlywhwyng Upbibibwt Fhih Uggughb Bnwgbnppwpubh
A Publication of the Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America

Volume XII, Number 8 — December 1989

Nwn quad

Udwlinph by U. 0GGnbwb
Solbpnil Unphu

ziuuuuflrl_ opklip £ Sniffcfils Sunfup
lld’mimp[. Eo Jl.um&ulultu U. milll.bulil b
wygh bpfey  dnqnnipgpl b wbinky
¢11[l~z[l U'innjnlﬂ:

dbgheuwnbu ke np whiinup & wyy,
abf pudp Swdwp: Puyg
Sty dunfayp ShPngue Qbqgh hne
qundy be Qbp fufibists ubquispls gmepf ppphe
Suyp ke pppke bypuyp i'neqbd qpocgly Qkp
pufunffitip Sbp Pplysh Spuge Uhnibahl

Ub[: ulu.mul'm40[1‘ U‘nl{utu ]Iln[rl;iuyglr[r
prnkipn dbgh line quy wilpngf funpSnipgp
uu‘llﬂLwa‘wlwllﬂiIﬂLFbmil bL
phignefdbwl .~

«lnphmpn dbé by ufwbsbih---»

Upwhskip be obS b funplnipnp

wa’

:.I'u.:lv-

_ ioghuts- fpadf$bumbe”,

Zoptfkh whpmdwbbihG tuniphl ¥k
\p 8-

bplGfh by bpyph Sty mbpunbih
Uunnimdmphilp

Pwhdwpniphl £ty Yp thwppnih-
(GwpwljnG)

unniwd Yp dwpnulbw)® np}ql:uqb
dupgp Bunnuwdwlog- - -»

Uuinmews Mllileulil u[l[vl;g u:z[l.m.lpCE; np
b Upsfss N smmuse, mpgbuge me mp
thrpumip,
Juu.[nnbiuul[mil llbwil.g nLilbilul/ (3n1{4o 9-»
16) Ge uumnuu&ulllrfl uyng u[r[rnJ
wrmm_’ﬁl‘fﬂnnl.ﬂ[ﬂ.flc [.‘rluu_ 3[1unl_u[l
Ubnibigp, npnd Uwnnowd Jhp dwpdflp
‘l‘l‘bﬂ‘""' Lfbp Filnl.p[njlﬂ wnwe, ke
4wuul[uuq:.u5 q.bm[)f: ‘fE umbrl&bg e Aful[nz.

wirn[r 4uu.zuu_ou N

4llll.llul

bputs: b neplil dwpy ply ppugnpsby

Suwgbbynid:
dpure 4 um: Ullmbwh Spupep: Puyy
Spuge § ke wyi® np Ysnnncdny ubpp bpp
dup Y wnwe Shirclieg gernonse wip paar gesslyeat
wywpwlhphbpne LY, Spputibspi Shqun
Rosmmesdnprpls: dnndp G gubpuyut
wppnibppp  ghque fp medipy ng o owy
Qbprinbuf wympwlep, ng fug
plunpky  qdnompugnyip,  qdpafumagn b
dp  SEP, puwpp GEugubpibpn.
Ubgp® Qujbpnca Swelup nppurls qheppl §
ﬁmilziuu[ gy 3[lunl_u£, Fllpllla‘4bnf['
lfulfln:_llao.. U'lrhe llE Swilzfmq[lfl,g ul[nl.[;fl
2ty Suligguiip 19165-LY jbinny, Swligubp
e llﬂ ﬁmflzimtfl,g srgo ‘lﬂll[l[l Eow: Ge mlnl_lio,g
bngh Jwhndp $4° np Stwe LEYpbudjulif
3. g JE9, Cpuolpuitnsinf JE9,
zllllulllululil[l webpbkoy ke qwpdbuy
owp. k9 3

Armenian Philharmonic Orchestra Thrills Audiences in
Three-City Tour: Boston, Washington, & New York City

Loris Tjeknavorian conducting the Armenian Philharmonic Orchestra at Carnegie Hall

on December 7, 1989.
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Charles Aznavour Appeals for Coordination &
Communication on Earthquake Relief Praojects

Some of the participants of the meeting at the Prelacy are, left to right: Rev. Abbot Hovhan-
nes Tertzakian, Mr. Nerses Chitjian, Mr. Hirair Hovnanian, Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian,
Charles Aznavour, Mrs. Louise Simone, Mrs. Cathy Der Hovhanessian, Dr. Rouben

Kachigian, Rev. Movses Janbazian, and Rev.

Charles Aznavour, the French Arme-
nian singer of global fame, met with
representatives of organizations in the
United States involved in earthquake
rehabilitation efforts to discuss means to
coordinate and strengthen worldwide
short- and long-term relief operations. The
meeting took place at the Prelacy at a hasti-
ly convened meeting on Saturday,
December 9, 1989, presided over. by Arch-
bishop Mesrob Ashjian. Mr. Aznavour ex-
pressed deep concern over the pace and
direction of the rehabilitation work, and
made a number of proposals to revitalize
the relief effort.

Mr. Aznavour noted that various groups
now engaged in relief work in many
countries should establish a single global
organization to serve as an umbrella both

Arshag Daghlian.

for ongoing relief and for long-range
rehabilitation efforts. Such an umbrella
organization could optimize available
Armenian resources, overcome
bureaucratic and other delays in the im-
plementation of projects, coordinate plan-
ning and implementation to avoid wasteful
duplication and overlapping, create better
awareness of the enormity of rehabilita-
tion problems by way of the media and set
up a special account in a Swiss bank for
disbursement of funds as plans mature.
Mr. Aznavour’s second concern was that
the Armenian story (earthquake rehab-
ilitation, the economic blockage of Azer-
baijan, etc.) no longer seems to attract
public and media attention in certain
countries of the Western world, in con-
trast to France, for example. He blamed

{continued on page 4)
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Carnegie Hall Sold Out

The Armenian Philharmonic Orchestra’s
first U.S. tour is history, but the memory
will linger forever for the thousands who
were fortunate enough to attend one or
more of the three concerts presented by
the orchestra.

The culmination of the tour took place
in New York’s Carnegie Hall on December
7, the first anniversary of the earthquake,
as a sold-out audience wildly cheered the
orchestra and their Armenian-American
conductor, Loris Tjeknavorian.

The 100-member orchestra, accom-
panied by Tjeknavorian and admin-
istrative personnel, arrived in New York
on November 25 and were greeted by
representatives of the New York
metropolitan area Armenian community.
The orchestra immediately boarded-buses
which took them to Boston where, three
days later, they presented their first per-
formance in the United States in Sym-
phony Hall. Richard Dyer, music critic for
the Boston Globe, described the concert as
“an occasion to stir the soul.” He went on
to say, “The orchestra delivered pas-
sionately committed performances under
the colorful direction of Loris
Tjeknavorian that recalled descriptions of
the great Koussevitzky nights with the
Boston Symphony Orchestra.”

The concert at the Concert Hall at the
Kennedy Center in Washington, DC, took
place Friday evening, December 1. In at-
tendance were officials of the Soviet
Embassy, members of the Washington
Diplomatic Corp as well as members of the
Senate and House of Representatives. Prior
to the concert a reception took place at the
Kennedy Center hosted by His Excellency
Yuri Dubinin and Charles E. Hugel, Chair-
man and Chief Executive Officer of Com-
bustion Engineering, Inc. Ambassador
Dubinin and Mr. Hugel were Benefit
Chairmen of the Concert Tour. In atten-
dance were representatives of the 'various
corporate sponsors and invited guests. The
Ambassador, who was called to attend the
summit in Malta, was represented by his
wife and other members of his family as
well as Embassy officials. Mr. Dubinin
returned from Malta in time to attend the
New York concert.

The Philharmonic’s performance in
Washington drew praise from Joseph
McLellan in the Washington Post. Mr.
McLellan dwelled on the political and na-
tional overtones of the evening and
described the Orchestra’s performance of
Khachaturian “Spartacus” as “vivid and
brilliantly performed.” He concluded with
the observation that the orchestra “played
Shostakovich and the rest of its program
with enormous impact.”

The Philharmonic under the director-
ship of Maestro Tjeknavorian has in a very
short time become a major attraction in
Yerevan. The regular Friday evening per-
formances at Khatchaturian Hall are now
considered “events” and are sold out. Mr.
Tjeknavorian visited Armenia after the
earthquake and as he explains it, “I had to

(continued on page 4)
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Editorial

A Night at
Carnegie Hall

It was a cold, blustery evening on
December 7 when the Armenian Philhar-
monic Orchestra came to Carnegie Hall in
New York City. December 7 was the first
anniversary of the earthquake that
demolished cities and towns in northern
Armenia and took thousands of lives in a
few, short minutes. It was fitting that ex-
actly one year after that tragic event the
Armenian Philharmonic Orchestra from
Yerevan would play its first New York
concert.

Waiting in the lobby of Carnegie Hall,
one did not really know what to expect
from this orchestra that had never been
outside the Soviet Union. The newspaper
reviews in Boston and Washington where
they had performed just a few days before
were positive enough, but there was still a
bit of apprehension in the air along with a
sense of expectation.

The lobby was crowded with people
who shivered each time the outside doors
were opened allowing cold air to rush in.
Waiting for the gates to open, one could
see couples, obviously non-Armenian,
buying up the few remaining tickets. Peo-
ple of various racial and ethnic
backgrounds stood in line, crowding
around the box office windows to make
sure they got their tickets to this extraor-
dinary concert. Were they there to sup-
port the relief effort for Armenia, or were
they curious about the Armenian or-
chestra, or were they Carnegie Hall
regulars? Whatever the case, the house
was sold out.

Inside, the sight of the 100-member or-
chestra assembled onstage was enough to
cause any Armenian a sense of elation,
even before any music was heard. When
Maestro Loris Tjeknavorian began to con-
duct and the hall was filled with music,
the feeling of elation turned into a spine-
tingling exciternent. Here was an orchestra
of eminent musicians, all Armenians, led
by a superb conductor, also an Armenian,
performing Shostakovich, Rachmaninoff,
Khatchaturian, with extraordinary skill.
Perhaps the evening’s event, with its in-
spiring music, was not as wondrous as it
seems still. Perhaps the terrifying news of
December 7 one year earlier followed by
months of dismal and discouraging stories
from the devastated areas cast such a
gloomy pall over the Armenian communi-
ty in America that the appearance of the
Armenian Philharmonic Orchestra shone
in contrast as a light much brighter than it
actually was.

Nevertheless, it was a brilliant evening
filled with brilliant music, greatly ap-
preciated by the audience, which showed
its appreciation with one thunderous ova-
tion after another. It was a wondrous
event not only because of the accomnplish-
ed musicians from Armenia and their
dynamic conductor, but because their ap-
pearance and performance here in
America was an act of faith. After having
endured the greatest single tragedy suf-
fered by the Armenians since 1915, one
hundred of them came here to play for us
and to show us that the human spirit is
truly indomitable. It was not just another
concert at Carnegie Hall in Manhattan; it
was a symbol of the determination of the
Armenian people to overcome adversity,
to move forward, and to prove themselves
capable of great achievements.

New Year and Christmas
Message from
Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian

My Dear Fellow Armenian:

It is traditional for the pastor to visit his
people during the New Year and
Christmas season and share the good
tidings of Christ’s birth. As much as I
would like to be able to do this, as you
know, it is physically impossible for me to
personally visit each of you. But thanks to
the print and electronic media I feel I can
come into your homes to share with you
that “Mystery, great and marvelous,” in
the words of Movses Khorenatzi.

The story of the Epiphany is indeed a
great and marvelous mystery. As the
Gospel tell us, “God so loved the world
that He gave His only begotten Son so that
whosoever believeth in Him should not
perish but have everlasting life.” God
became man so that man might become
God. This is the miracle of the epiphany.
God took on our own nature and a
common ground was created for God and
Man. The Son of God was not born in a
grand home. He was not born in Imperial
Rome or in Herod’s palace. Instead, He was
born in a lowly stable in a small, simple
village. “O Bethlehem, Ephrathah, You are
but a small Judean village yet you will be
the birthplace of my King. ..” were the
prophetic words penned by Micah seven
centuries before Christ’s birth.

How easy it is for us Armenians to
recognize this Jesus: The Babe in
Bethlehem. Homeless. Born in a stable
with a manger for His bed. We have
recognized Him throughout our history,
through 1915, the orphanages, the refugee
camps, and most recently we recognized
Him last year in Spitak and Leninakan.

The earthquake in Armenia was a year
ago, but it seems it was only yesterday.
The suffering continues today in the
earthquake-ravaged areas of Armenia. As
we anguish over the unmet needs of our
fellow Armenians we must ask ourselves,
“Did we do enough?” Surely the answer
is, “No. We did not.”

‘We are, of course, aware of and thankful
for the the great mobilization that took
place last year. Money was collected.
Clothes were donated. Medicine was
transported. But, we recently learned that
the average donation from Armenian
families in America for earthquake relief
was between fifty and one hundred
dollars, This, during a season when
thousands and thousands of dollars are
spent on unneeded gifts and thousands
more on New Year’s Eve celebrations.

This year, as in past years, we gaze
lovingly upon the Baby in Bethlehem
knowing full well that He is our light and
our hope. Because of our love for Him and
for other infants let us approach with our
gifts. Medicine instead of Gold. Clothes
instead of Frankincense. Food instead of
Myrrh.

My dear friends,

As we greet the New Year and
celebrate the Holy Birth, let us get closer to
our Saviour, renew our faith and our
hope, and extend our love to those in
need. Let us match our deeds with our
faith, for as we are reminded in the Gospel,
“Faith without works is dead.” Let us
memorize the words of Hovhaness
Toumanian, written long ago, yet so
current and vivid today,

So, on this cold and wintry day,

I remember my poor, poor brother.

Does he have a loaf of bread to eat?

A fur to keep him warm?

Is his roof protected and his hearth aglow?

I ask the Lord’s blessing upon you and
pray that with His guidance we will, each
of us, do our share to bring comfort to
those who need it most. I extend to you
my sincere wishes for a happy New Year
and a joyous Christmas. '
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Winners of ‘‘Children for Children’’ Contest
Receive Awards in Ceremony at Daily News

B
|

The winners of the poetry and letter writing contest pose with Archbishop Ashjian
and Dolores Fernandez, Deputy Chancellor of the New York City Board of Education.

The winners of the “Children For Children” poetry and letter writing contest
were awarded their U.S. Savings Bonds in ceremonies on December 5, 1989, at the
Daily News building in New York City. The contest was part of the New York City
School System’s “Armenian Earthquake Relief Program,” which the late
Chancellor, Dr. Richard Green, initiated last January.

The Chancellor invited Mr. Michael Mirakian, principal of Concord High School
in Staten Island, to chair the program which included a city-wide curriculum
study about Armenians and the earthquake, a fund raising drive, and a poetry and
letter writing contest. The program was launched last January 13 at P.S. 11 in
Woodside, New York. Mr. Mirakian was assisted in his organizational efforts by
James F. Regan, member of the Board of Education, and Joseph Saccente, Chief Ex-
ecutive for Operations at the Board of Education.

During ceremonies at the Daily News at which time the winners of the contest
were honored, the Deputy Chancellor, Dolores Fernandez, presented a check for
$9,000 to Mrs. Ellen Najarian, representing the Armenian Relief Society. Since last
December 7, the New York City School children have collected $100,000 which has
been distributed to various organizations including the Prelacy, the Diocese, the
AGBU, and the ARS.

The writing contest was sponsored by the Armenian National Education Com-
mittee which is co-sponsored by the Prelacy and the ARS. First place winners
received a $1,000 U.S. bond; second place winners received a $500. bond; and third
place winners received a $100. bond. The New York Daily News was also in-
strumental in the program; the News’ Community Events department provided
the posters, the certificates, and hosted the award ceremony.

WINNERS:

Intermediate Letter:

1. Faith Moshlah, Brooklyn
2. Priscilla Garcia, Brooklyn
3. Matthew Hayes, Woodside

Elementary Letter:

1. Rachel Friedman, Rego Park

2. Sara Beth Giordano, Brooklyn

3. Sean Kannegjieser, Maspeth
Hesham Farid, Woodside (tie)

High School Poetry:

1. Phillip Daley, Bronx

2. Susan Lenti, Brooklyn

3. Gregory Santora, Brooklyn

High School Letter:

1. Suzanne Karapetyan, Brooklyn
2. Jenny Baez, Brooklyn

3. Jennifer Yue, Queens Village

The Winning Poems and Letters Will Be Published
In Forthcoming Issues of OUTREACH

Archbishop Ashjian’s remarks to the winners gnd their parents:

I am very happy to be here today and to present these awards on behalf of the
Armenian National Education Committee to the winners of the New York City
Board of Education’s Children for Children Poetry and Letter writing contest.
Congratulations to all of you. You can be very proud of your achievement.

This Thursday, December 7, it will be exactly one year that the earthquake
struck Armenia. Like the rest of the world, the children of New York respond-
ed quickly to bring comfort and aid to the suffering people in the earthquake-
stricken areas. The worldwide humanitarian effort was an unprecedented
response and one which the Armenian people gratefully acknowledge.

Besides collecting money you and your classmates studied about the Arme-
nian people and about earthquakes and through your creative efforts you
reached out to the children of Armenia with your letters and poems to let them
know that you care about them. Compassion and caring for another human be-
ing is just as important as material help. As one of you wrote in your letter, “I
know that people have sent many things to Armenia to try to help repair the
damage caused by the earthquake... I decided that 1 would like to send
something too, my friendship.” Friendship is very important and I hope that
you will continue to be friends not only with Armenian children but other
children in far-away places.

Armenia is recovering. There is still much to be done, and it will take many
more years to complete the reconsiruction of the destroyed cities. But the help
that the entire world extended, as well as your help, became a source of
strength for the people of Armenia that will continue to sustain them during

. the difficult years ahead.

¢ Asasign of Armenia’s recovery and as a gesture of friendship and thanksgiv-
ing, the Armenian Philharmonic Orchestra is in New York and will present a
concert in Carnegie Hall on December 7. I look forward to seeing you and your
parents there. :

1 want to thank the New York City Board of Education for their multi-faceted
Armenian Earthquake Relief Program and to the Daily News which played an
important role in this city-wide campaign. I especially want to remember the
late Chancellor, Richard Green, who was 50 eager to have New York’s children
learn about the children of Armenia and extend a helping hand to them.

Congratulations again to our young, talented poets and writers.

God bless you all.

Photo by H. Kantzabed
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Aznavour Appeals
(continued from page 1)

lack of communication by Armenian
organizations, stressing the need to tell the
world of the dire conditions in the quake-
stricken areas in Armenia one year after
the earthquake and the months of
blockade by the neighboring Soviet
Republic of Azerbaijan.

By way of example, he said, although his
record album dedicated to the earthquake
victims, had sold one million copies in
France, with proceeds going to relief and
rehabilitation work, and was #1 on the top
ten list in Europe for ten straight weeks, it
has yet to be released in the United States,
even though the recording was made
months ago.

Attending the meeting were Rev. Ab-
bot Hevhanness Tertzakian of the Arme-
nian Catholic Exarchate; Louise Simone of
the Armenian General Benevolent Union;
Hirair Hovnanian, Ross Vartian and
Robert Kaloosdian of the Armenian
Assembly; Rev. Movses Janbazian, Ex-
ecutive Director of the Armenian Mis-
sionary Association of America; Mrs.
Cathy Der Hovhanessian of the Armenian
Relief Society; Mr. Nerses Chitjian, Chair-
man of the Prelacy Executive Council; Mr.
Stepan Zarikian, President of the
Venezuela Armenjan Community; Mr.
Gregory Melikian from Connecticut and
other community leaders.

Mr. Aznavour said that he is is planning
to meet with Soviet leader Mikhail Gor-
bachev and spend Armenian Christmas
(January 6) with orphaned victims of the
earthquake in Armenia.

ARMEN TAX
]‘fli’ TLRAR \I[){' I?
URCHES] RaA

RIS TIREN v Riws

{NDRE WaTTs

A “sold-out” banner at Carnegie Hall.

Photo by Steve J. Sherman

The following message was
received from California’s Gover-
nor George Deukmejian:

November 28, 1989

I wish to convey my warm regards
to all those in attendance at the open-
ing performance of “The World in
Concert” featuring the Armenian
Philharmonic Orchestra.

This special program promises to
showcase the exceptional talents of
this world renowned orchestra as
they embark on their first American
tour. More importantly, it provides
an opportunity for all in attendance
to honor those whose lives were lost
in last December’s tragic earthquake
in Armenia while recognizing those
who worked to bring comfort, aid
and solace to the devastated victims
and their families.

I am pleased to join in this evening
of celebration and remembrance and
extend my best wishes to the Arme-
nian Philharmonic Orchestra and its
newly appointed conductor, Loris
Tjeknavorian, for a most successful
American tour.

Here are some representative press comments:

Richard Dyer in Boston Globe:

“The Armenian Philharmonic played its first concert outside the Soviet
Union on Wednesday night, and it was an occasion to stir the soul. .. The
glory of the orchestra is its string section; the people who are teaching strings
in Armenia know their business. This was a rich, colorful, full-throated sound,
a choir of sound (one prominent musician in the audience remarked, ‘1 sudden-
ly realized it’s been years since I've heard the Boston Symphony violas!’). . .
The technically accomplished and emotionally intense Tjeknavorian is more
than a showman, as the thrilling performance of Shostakovich’s angry and
tragic Tenth Symphony that closed the program proved.”

Joseph McLellan in the Washington Post:

“The Armenian Philharmonic Orchestra began its program with a musical
prayer Friday night in the Kennedy Center and ended it with a musical attack
on Joseph Stalin—not exactly what you might expect from a Soviet orchestra
making its first American tour. .. The concert was a benefit for earthquake
victims, but the evening also had strong nationalistic overtones. One highlight
was a series of vivid and brilliantly performed dances from Aram
Khachaturian’s Spartacus—a ballet by an Armenian composer about a slave
revolt. . . [The orchestra] played Shostakovich and the rest of its program with

enormous impact.”

Shirley Fleming in New York Post:

¢, . .the orchestra would be welcome at any time. Under the direction of Loris
Tjeknavorian, the ensemble proved to be a warm-toned, well-disciplined,
highly capable body, with, in particular, a string section of burnished tonal

sheen.”

Bill Zakariasen in the New York Daily News:

“[Tjeknavorian] is obviously a first-rate conductor. No one could fault his col-
orful, often super-dramatic interpretations of excerpts from Khachaturian’s
“Spartacus” and the Shostakovich Tenth Symphony, while his collaboration
with Andre Watts’ superb soloing in the Rachmaninoff Second Piano Concerto
was irreproachable. . . As to the orchestra itself, the string playing was a model

for tone and precision, . .”

Friend to Friend
Armenian Earthquake Relief
Videocassette Available
At Prelacy Bookstore

More than 100 Hollywood stars are
featured in this one hour video presen-
tation sponsored by Charles Aznavour
and the Armenian- Relief Society.
$19.95

plus $3.00 shipping and handling

Write or Call:

Prelacy Bookstore
138 East 39th Street
New York, NY 10016
(212) 689-7810
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No man can have society upon his
own terms. If he seeks it, he must
serve it too.

—Ralph Waldo Emerson

(Continued from page 1)

go there to see what I could do. The or-
chestra invited me to conduct, and then
they invited me to stay. I could not say no,
and I have been working with them since
the end of August.”

One of the first projects Mr.
Tjeknavorian undertook was to purchase
new and better instruments for the or-
chestra. He raised money in the United
States and Europe and plans to raise more
funds in order to bring the orchestra’s in-
struments to western levels. Some in-
struments were rented in the U.S. and it
was a revelation to hear from the musi-
cians that the rented instruments were
superior to those they normally use in
Armenia.

The first U.S. tour—actually the first tour
outside of the Soviet Union—was a tremen-
dous undertaking for the newly
reorganized orchestra and its new conduc-
tor. The program in each city was identical
and featured Tjeknavorian’s Prayer for the
Repose of Souls (world premiere); Khat-
chaturian’s Spartacus (excerpts);
Rachmaninoff’s Concerto No. 2 for Piano
and Orchestra with renowned pianist An-
dre Watts; and Shostakovich’s Spymphony
No. 10.

That the concerts were deep emotional
experiences for Armenians cannot be
disputed. Just as he does in Yerevan, Mr.
Tjeknavorian began each concert in the
U.S. with the Hayr Mer (Lord’s Prayer) and
ended, as an encore, with Mer Hairenik,
the national anthem of the Independent
Republic. (In Boston, due to strict over-
time restrictions the enccre was not
played.)

The tour was sponsored by the Prelacy
of the Armenian Apostolic Church of
America and the Armenian Relief Society
of North America. The tour coincided
with the first anniversary of the earth-
quake and was intended as a note of
thanks and also a reminder of the vast
unmet needs facing Armenia’s earthquake
stricken area.

Several major American corporations
contributed substantially in order to
finance this major undertaking. The cor-
porate (and individual} sponsors included:
Combustion Engineering, Inc.; Monsanto
Chemical Corporation; The American In-
ternational Group, Inc.; Pfizer Interna-
tional, Inc.; Archer Daniels Midland Com-
pany; White Knight Health Care; The New
York Penta Hotel; Stephen Philibosian
Foundation; Mrs. Suzanne Hagopian; Mr.
John Yervant Kouyoumdjian; Shawmut
Bank, N.A.; Abbott Laboratories; Dean
Witter Reynolds, Inc.; Mr. & Mrs. Harry
Nadjarian.

Following the Carnegie Hall concert the
members of the Philharmonic gathered at
the Prelacy’s Vahakn and Hasmig Hov-
nanian Hall for a late dinner. Archbishop
Mesrob Ashjian praised the group and
described the special kinship all Arme-
nians feel with them. He presented
Maestro Tjeknavorian with a bronze work
of art entitled “Armenian Hands,” the
work of artist Yervant Kojabashian. Mr.
Kojabashian, originally from Soviet
Armenia now resides in Los Angeles. His
Eminence explained that the work
represents Armenian hands holding
Movses Khorenatzi’s History of Armenia
which is considered to be the “birth cer-
tificate of Armenia.”” Mr. Ashot
Yeghiazarian, a vice minister of Armenia,
also addressed the gathering with words of
thanks. Loris Tjeknavorian thanked Arch-
bishop Ashjian, the Prelacy, and the ARS,
for their sponsorship of the tour. He en-
couraged everyone to visit Armenia and
confidently spoke of the day in the very
near future when the Armenian Philhar-
monic would be known world-wide.

Arrangements for the threecity tour
were guided by a steering committee in
New York headed by Miss Mary Papazian.
In each city a local committee expended
extraordinary effort to sell tickets, and to
host the musicians as well as help them
adapt to their new environment. Arch-
bishop Ashjian extended special thanks to
the many volunteers in Boston,
Washington, and New York, whose
singular efforts were essential to the suc-
cess of the concert tour.

The musicians returned to Yerevan on
Saturday, December 9. The day before
their departure they attended Radio City
Music Hall, toured New York, shopped,
and said farewell. . .until next time.



