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John Vartan Receives Prince of Cilicia Insignia
During Prelate’s Christmas Reception
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New Baptismal Font
Consecrated on Christmas

—Z&T St. llluminaior’s =

Cathedral, New York

The :w%.w:vlmii font at St.
Hluminator’s Cathedral.

St. Iluminator’s Cathedral, New York
City, celebrated the birth and baptism of
Christ, on Saturday, January 6, and
brought additional meaning to the day
with another moving service—the con-
secration of a new baptismal font. The
wooden structure is built in the shape of
the traditional Armenian church dome
and is a gift from Mrs. Bella Avedissian and
Mrs. Martha Kimmel, in memory of their
parents, Avak and Satenig Hagopian. The
beautiful work of art was crafted by Mr.
Onnig Hallajian of New York.

The “Blessing of the Water” ceremony
which took place immediately after the
consecration of the baptismal font, had as
its godfather Ara Baghdassarian, a young
member of the congregation.

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian was the
chief celebrant and delivered the sermon
which focused on the “great and un-
fathomable mystery of the Nativity.”

(Continued on page 2)

Archbishop
Ashjian pins
the Prince of
Cilicia Insignia
on John Vartan,
honored for his
vision and
generosity
towards the
Prelacy and the
Cilician See. In
background, (L
to r.) Very Rev.
A. Tanielian,
Naz Emlikian,
Maral Vartan,
and pounger
members of the
Vartan family.

Each year Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian
hosts a Christmas Reception at the Prelacy.
This year the reception, which took place
on January 6 from 5 to 7 p.m., took on ad-
difional significance as the Prince of Cilicia
insignia was bestowed upon John O. Var-
tan, the Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, develo-
per who has been a major benefactor to
the Prelacy as well as the Cilician See.

The evening began with the traditional
“Home Blessing” of salt and water led by
Archpriest Moushegh Der Kaloustian. His
Eminence then spoke about the joyful
season of Christmas bringing with it the
hope of a new year of renewal for the
Armenian people. He noted how this past
year it became apparent that “we must be
ready for the unexpected at all times,” and
must remain strong here in this country
and elsewhere in the Diaspora.

His Eminence went on to recall, “John
Vartan realized this last year immediately
after the earthquake. Even as he himself
was sending large sums for earthquake
relief and organizing fund raising drives in
his area of Pennsylvania, he contacted me
and sent a substantial donation to the
Prelacy saying ‘I know that everyone is
thinking only about earthquake relief, but
we can’t forget about our institutions
here. We must to keep our community
strong and vibrant.” ”

Archbishop Ashjian introduced Mr.
Vartan and members of his family to the
assembled guests as Very Rev.
Anoushavan Tanielian read the Pontifical
Encyclical issued by His Holiness Karekin
I. The Encyclical praised the generous
spirit of Mr. Vartan, congratulated him for
his great success in his endeavors and
thanked him for the generous help he has
given to the Prelacy and the Cilician See.
With the conclusion of the reading,
Archbishop Ashjian officially bestowed
the title Prince of Cilicia upon Mr. Vartan,
pinning the insignia upon his lapel. A
Princess of Cilicia insignia was presented to
Mrs. Maral Vartan and a special pin was
presented to Mr. Vartan’s mother, Mrs.
Marie Keosheyan.

In a short, but eloquent, acceptance
speech Mr. Vartan thanked His Holiness,
Archbishop Ashjian and the Prelacy for
the great honor. Guests then came forth to
offer their personal congratulations to Mr.

, " (Continued on page 4)

Catholicos Karekin Il Arrives in Iran
For Pontifical Visit to Three Dioceses

"

Karekin II is
welcomed by
Armenian
children and
Archbishop
Ardak
Manoogian
upon arrival in
Tehran on
January 3. His
Holiness is
making his first
pontifical visit
to Iran. Four
thousand people
gathered at St.
Sarkis Cathedral
to welcome the
Catholicos.

His Holiness Karekin II, Catholicos of
the Great House of Cilicia, arrived in
Tehran, Iran, January 3, for a pontifical
visit which will take him to the three
Dioceses of Iran. This is His Holiness’ first
visit to Iran since assuming office in 1977.
The last Pontifical visit took place in 1973
by the late Catholicos Khoren I.

Vehapar was welcomed to Tehran by
Archbishop Ardag Manoogian, Prelate of
Tehran; Archbishop Gorun Babian,
Prelate of the Diocese of Iran and India;
Rev. Pagrad Melkonian, Locum Tenens of
the Diocese of Aderbadagan; Bishop Var-
tan Tekeyan, of the Armenian Catholic
Church; Mr. Thateos Mikaelian, of the
Armenian Evangelical Church; Lebanese
Consul General Mr. Rahimi, and Mr.
Yousef, the Consulate’s First Secretary.
Also welcoming His Holiness were two
Armenian members of the Iranian Parlia-
ment, Vartan Vartanian and Ardavazt
Baghomian and representatives of all three
Diocesan Councils and community
organizations in Teheran, Isfahan, and
Tabriz. Accompanying His Holiness from
Antelias are Very Reverend Yeghishe
Manjikian, Catholicosal Vicar of the
Diocese of Cyprus, and Very Rev. Sebouh
Sarkissian, Director General of Sunday
Schools of the Armenian Catholicate of
Cilicia.

State radio and television representatives
interviewed His Holiness, after which His
Holiness and entourage went by car to St.
Sarkis Cathedral where canonical prayers
were offered before 4,000 faithful who had
assembled in the church and courtyard.

Archbishop Ardag Manoogian welcom-
ed His Holiness with great warmth and
emotion. The Catholicos, deeply moved,
delivered his first message giving thanks
to God for the well being of the Iranian
people. He praised the attachment of the
people to their church and national tradi-
tions. Praising the new spirit of unity
amongst all Armenians, the Catholicos
spoke about his recent visits to Armenia
and the brotherly meetings with His
Holiness Vazken I, Catholicos of All Arme-
nians. Following church services the
Catholicos was escorted to the Prelacy’s
reception hall where he was welcomed by
community representatives.

The following day, Vehapar visited the

i

tomb of the late Iranian leader, Ayatollah
Imam Khomeni. Immediately afterwards
he was received by government represen-
tatives in Memorial Building. His Holiness
gave thanks that the war had ended and
reconstruction and rehabilitation had
begun. He offered his hope that this pro-
cess of reconstruction on all levels will con-
tinue and increase for the well-being and
happiness of the people of Iran.

Welcomed by 10,000

His Holiness visited the densely
populated quarter of Zarkesh Vahidieh,
more recently known as Sassoun, where
more than ten thousand people welcomed
him. Evening prayers were offered in Holy
Translators’ Church at which time the
Catholicos delivered a message emphasiz-
ing the value of hard and honest work as a
way to happiness. He appealed to the
youth to engage themselves earnestly in
church and community life.

On January 5 His Holiness visited
another heavily Armenian populated
region of Tehran, Medjidieh, or Zeytoun as
it is now known. Morning prayers were
offered in St. Gregory the Mluminator
Church which was built and consecrated
in 1982. His Holiness spoke to the
thousands of people focusing upon the
value of tradition, education and family
life. Following the prayer service the
Catholicos was led in a procession to a
nearby property—the site of a future
kindergarten and primary school—where
he with Archbishop Ardak and accom-
panying clergy blessed the ground.
Christmas 1990

His Holiness celebrated the Divine
Liturgy on Christmas day, assisted by
Archbishop Ardak, Rev. Fathers Yeghishe
Manjikian and Sebouh Sarkissian. The
Catholicos’ sermon highlighted the
renewal of the religious movement in the
world and the redressment and unity of
the Armenian people in Armenia and the
Diaspora.

Later that afternoon His Holiness receiv-
ed representatives of various Armenian
community organizations, representatives
of other churches and members of the
diplomatic corps.

The Catholicos will make official visits to
all three dioceses in Iran before returning

to.Antelias.
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A Message for 1990 from
Catholicos Karekin I

Editor’s Note: The following message is ex-
cerpted from the second part of His Holiness’
New Year and Christmas message, entitled
“The Waters of Jordan in our Armenian
Life.” We found the message to be an elo-
quent plea for reaffirmation of our faith,
and redirection of our lives and to make the
ten pear span between 1990 and 2000 a time
aof “regeneration so that we may truly be
worthy to celebrate the 1700th anniversary
of the Christian baptism of our nation.”

In our recent Armenian history,
perhaps in no other year than the year of
1989, the manifestation of God has been so
relevant, meaningful and appealing. For,
in the last seven decades, since the
Genocide of 1915, no other year than this
one has been so turbulent in our
motherland of Armenia, here, in Lebanon,
and, indeed, in the whole diaspora. In the
midst of radical changes moving the world
situation from confrontation to dialogue,
from cold war state to entente and
cooperation,’ from divergence to con-
vergence, our life as Armenians went
through a process of crucial events.

Since February 1988, the liberation
movement of Karabagh, the devastating
and tragic earthquake of Leninakan, the
continuous turmoil in Lebanon, the
blockade imposed by Azerbaijan upon
Armenia and Karabagh autonomous
region, indeed, caused waves of
indescribable suffering and insurmoun-
"table hardships which stormed the life of
all Armenians without distinction. Seldom
before have the words peace and justice,
concord and unity, brotherhood and
solidarity acquired such freshness and in-
tensity of meaning,.

All along the chain of troubled and
sometimes agonizing moments, however,
the white thread of life was constantly in-
terwoven with the black. In the moments
of darkness we could see new mornings
dawning upon us as we went through an
intense movement of reawakening which
generated a new self-consciousness
through mutual love and unity, solidarity
and cooperation in all corners of the earth.

On the closely interrelated levels of both
religious and national life, the mystery of
our Lord’s condescension made such a
deep impact, the scope of which cannot
vet completely be grasped or evaluated. In
Armenia and in Karabagh, new churches
(new mangers of Bethlehem) were reopen-
ed, the waters of Jordan were turned into
new baptisinal fonts, the light of the star of
Bethlehem shined forth all around the
diaspora and brought remedy to the pain,
new energy against desolation and
spiritual undergirding against despair and

resignation.
e
. ... Beloved members of our Church,

On this feast of Theophany, as our
thoughts are focused on the mystery of
our Lord’s baptism let us turn to our own
river of Jordan, our holy mother Church.
Let us channel in the fields of our lives the
“Living Water” that flows from Jesus
through the fountain of the Gospels and
reaches through the streams of our
forefathers.

The second millennium of the Christian
era is drawing to its end. With this year,
we enter the last decade of the second
millennium. Our Church with its apostolic
beginnings is almost of the same age. In
ten years time, in 2001 A.D., we will
celebrate the 1700th anniversary of our
baptism as a nation and state. In this year
and in the course of the following ten

Lenten Lectures
“The Saints and Us”’

February 28

“The Women Saints”

Lecturer: Barbara Baljian

March 7

“The Saints in the Anglican Tradition”

Lecturer: Rev. John Robert Wright

March 14

“The Saints in the Orthodox Tradition™

Lecturer: Rev. Thomas Hopko

March 21

“The Saints in the Catholic Tradition”

Lecturer: Mgr. Michael Wren

March 24

“The Saints in the Armenian Traditon™

Lecturer: Rev. A, Tanielian

March 28

“The 1915 Martyrs: The Process of
Canonization™

Lecturer: Arch. Mesrob Asjian

All lectures will take place at the

Prelacy, 138 E. 39th St., NYC, and

will begin promptly at 7:30 p.m.

Baptism (Continued from page 1)

Assisting at the altar was the pastor of the
Cathedral, Archpriest Moushegh Der
Kaloustian. His Eminence spoke of how
Christ was born in humble surroundings
and how Christ must be born within
ourselves. He shared his thoughts about an
article written by Mr. Harutiun Hov-
nadan, exemplifying the great spiritual
changes that are taking place in Armenia,
which appeared in the December 7 issue of
Khorhrtayin Hayasdan. Mr. Hovnadan
recalled the Ark which rested on Ararat
after the flood, and likened it to the entire
world coming to Armenia after the earth-
quake, and admonished that “now it is
our turn to have the birth of Christ.”

Just prior to the consecration of the bap-
tismal font Archbishop Ashjian reminded
the congregrants of the 1700th anniver-
sary of our nation’s conversjon to Chris-
tianity which will be celebrated in the
year 2001. He echoed the sentiments of the
two Catholicoses of the need for us to
prepare ourselves spiritually for this im-
portant milestone. His Eminence em-
phasized that it is not enough for us to
proclaim that ““we are the first Christians.”
We have to show that we are worthy of
that distinction, he said.

His Eminence noted the special
significance of consecrating the baptismal
font on Armenian Christmas which
celebrates not only the Nativity but the
baptism of Christ. Historically the Chris-
tian Church linked the birth of Christ to
His baptism. Through the centuries, for
various reasons, other churches have
separated the two events. However the
Armenian church kept the tradition
through modern times, just as it has kept
the January 6 date. For this reason, right
after the celebration of the Nativity, a
ceremony called “Blessing of the Water,”
takes place symbolizing the baptism of
Jesus in the river of Jordan.

With the conclusion of the three services
Madagh was blessed and served in
memory of Avak and Satenig Hagopian.

years, the great event of the official
recognition of the Christian faith as na-
tional religion will occupy the focal point
of the thought and the life of our entire
Church and nation. In the spirit of oneness
and with the vision for remewal and
revitalization, we will value the
significance of that glorious event which
has made such an all embracing and deter-
mining impact on the whole course of our

Armenian history.  (continued on page 4)
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Karekin II Message
(Continued from page 2)

The coming decade, therefore, should
become for the Armenian people a time
of a new catechumenate in the sense of the
ancient Church tradition of Christian in-
itiation. Just as in the first centuries of
Christian history people converted to
Christianity passed through a period of
preparation, spiritual and intellectual
process of purification and formation, we
also are called today to make the decade
spread between 1990 and 2000 a time of
national regeneration so that we may tru-
ly be worthy to celebrate the 1700th an-
niversary of the Christian baptism of our
nation.

A nation is healthy and becomes
creative mainly and essentially by the
merits of its spiritual and moral stature.
Such merits are for a nation what the
mind and the heart are for the body. The
pride of ancient glories, the progress in
economic conditions and material advan-
tages, the growth in sole political and
military power are not sufficient grounds
for the stability, strength and real ad-
vancement of a nation. The truth pro-
claimed by Jesus is eternally valid: “For
life is more than food, and the body more
than clothing.” (Luke, 12:23)

St. Gregory the Illuminator, who bap-
tised our nation through the baptism he
performed on King Tiridates in the river
of Aradzani in Armenia in 301 A.D.,
opens up this truth in the mirror of the

following words: “As the Son of God
became the Son of Man and assumed our
nature and fulfilled all righteousness both
in spirit and in flesh, likewise, we should
adopt all rightness and righteousness in

Christ, so that we may become sons of
God.” We have seen in human history
that, indeed, nations with right and just
conduct, motivated by high moral prin-
ciples, can overcome evil and calamities,
suffering and tribulation, temptation and
misfortune, and walk in the path that
leads to victory.

On the occasion of Qur Lord’s
Theophany, for this year, let us concen-
trate our thoughts and efforts on what I
would like to call “inner reformation,”
spiritual, moral, intellectual, national self-
purification, cleansing and undergirding.
Let us admit, that we are sinful people,
we commit errors and transgressions, we
have weaknesses and we succumb to
temptations. Let us say in all humility,
with a contrite heart and in the words us-
ed in our Book of Common Prayer for the
penitent: “Which one to say and which
one to confess? For innumerable are my
transgressions, ineffable are my ini-
quities, unpardonable are my griefs and
incurable are my wounds.” We are
human beings; sinfulness is part of our
nature. But we become true men and a
true nation when we courageously
acknowledge our failures, revolt against
them and overcome them. This is the on-
ly way to health and to greatness.

On the feast of the Nativity and Baptism
of our Lord Jesus Christ, let us enter in
the river of Jordan, enlighten our minds,
purge our hearts and clearly see our way
following the way of Christ and the
footsteps of our fathers in our march
towards life without end.

* k¥

at the new

PAREGENTAN X
MARDI GRAS FESTIVAL

February 23-25,1990

Newport Marriott - \“
Newport, RI

Sponsored by the
Prelacy of the

Armenian Apostolic
Church of America _

o Friday night entertainment followed )
by Armenian Hospitality. Music and Dancing

® Saturday Breakfast Buffet

o Saturday Night Gala Dinner Dance
and the Grand Drawing totaling $15,000.

. Ant Exhibit @ Book Store e Video Presentations
throughout the weekend.

$150. per person — double occupancy

$216. — single occupancy

Hotel accommodations include pool, sauna and gym.

=4 (eser

FRIDAY NIGHT DANCE $7.50 (pay at door)
SATURDAY NIGHT DANCE $10 (pay at door)
SATURDAY NIGHT DINNER AND DANCE $35 (by
ti only). Ticketa available at the church office
(401) 831-6398. Deadline February 16.

= — —HOTEL RESERVATIONS MUST BE MADE BEFORE FEBRUARY 16.—— —

PAREGENTAN X MARDI GRAS FESTIVAL
February 23-25, 1990, Newport Marriott, Newport, Rl

DATE

NAME

0 $364 for 3 persons.
Make checks payable to Sts. Var

STREET cITY
mzn_owmn is my check for (check one) 0] $2186 for one person. O $300 for 2 persons.

STATE e

Ar A lic Church,

402 Broadway, Providence, Ri 02009
Your reservation receipt and directions to the hotel will be mailed to you immediately.

For lurther information call the church office (401) 831-6399
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CONTRIBUTIONS ARE BEING ACCEPTED FOR:
ROMANIAN RELIEF FUND
Armenian Apostolic Church of America
138 E. 39th St., New York, NY 10016

John Vartan (Continued from page 1)

Vartan and family.

Mr. Vartan’s philanthrophic endeavors
have not been limited to the Armenian
community. He has become known in the
Harrisburg area as a man who can get
things done, as witnessed by the building
of a community center which had been

bogged down in bureaucratic red tape, un-
til Mr. Vartan personally took over the
project and brought it to a grand finale.
Two years ago Mr. Vartan donated 14
acres of land and a mansion in Harrisburg
to Widener University. That property,
valued at 2.1 million, is now the site of the
Widener University Law School.
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