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Holy Week Services

The period between Palm Sunday and
Easter is generally a time when Arme-
nians attend church services in large
numbers. This year even greater than
usual attendance has been reported
throughout the churches within the
Jurisdiction of the Prelacy of the Arme-
nian Apostolic Church of America.

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, Prelate,
noted that the Armenian people general-
ly attend church on the Feast Days, rather
than faithfully every Sunday, and of
course, Easter has always been the day
when “all of our churches are filled to
standing room capacity and beyond.”
“This year,” the Archbishop said,
“from all reports, attendance was to
capacity not only for Easter, but for all of
the Holy Week services. Furthermore, I
have seen hopeful signs of a change from
our ‘Easter Christian’ mentality to an
‘everyday Christian’ belief and I look for-
ward to the time when our churches are
filled each and every Sunday.”

During Holy Week the Prelate presided
over services in Boston, Montreal, and
New York. On Saturday, March 23, Arch-
bishop Ashjian was in St. Stephen’s
Church in Massachusetts, where students
of the St. Stephen’s Saturday School par-
ticipated in the reading of the 24 verses of
St. Nerses Shnorhali’s ‘‘Havadov
Khosdovanim” in Armenian. Following
this services the Prelate was the featured
speaker at a lecture organized by the
Board of Trustees. His Eminence spoke
about the religious awakening in
Armenia and also gave a report about the
World Council of Churches’ General
Assembly-which took place in February
in Canberra, Australia.

On Palm Sunday, Archbishop Ashjian
presided over the Divine Liturgy and the
Opening of the Gates ceremony in Boston.
Following the church services, he attend-
ed a performance by the Sayat Nova
Dance Group; proceeds of the dance con-
cert will benefit the Prelacy’s Aid to
Lebanon campaign. Archbishop Ashjian
praised the commendable efforts of the
pastor, Rev. Archpriest Torkom Ha-
gopian, and the Board of Trustees in
organizing this event. Special thanks
were also extended to Apo Ashjian, direc-
tor of the dance group, and to all the
members of the group who generously
gave their time and talent.

On Wednesday, March 27, the Prelate
went to Montreal where he continued the
Holy Week commemorations. Thursday
afternoon, His Eminence participated in
the Divine Liturgy in memory of the Last
Supper. He remained in Montreal for the
“Washing of the Feet” service, the
dramatic and moving “Betrayal and Pas-
sion” service, as well as the Entombment
service on Friday. ’

Noting that the Montreal church con-
tinues a tradition that to his knowledge is
currently maintained only in Aleppo and
Montreal the Archbishop said, “On Thurs-
day afternoon the Faithful come to church
bringing with them cakes, choregs,

(Continued on page 6)

Martyrs’ Chapel in Deir Zor
Was consecrated on May 5th
By His Holiness Karekin II
With Participation of Clergy
From the United States,

the Middle East, and A
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Full details in 1[0z a 3
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Car Bomb Blast in Antelias
Damages Catholicate; Fund Drive
For Renovations Begins

AP Wirephoto

Catholicos Karekin II inspects part of the damage caused by a powerful
car bomb which exploded along the coastal highway near the
Catholicate of Cilicia in Antelias, Lebanon.

Funds are being raised to help cover the renovation costs for damages sus-
tained when a powerful car bomb exploded in Antelias, Lebanon, on Good Fri-
day, March 29, causing extensive damage to several buildings within the Cilician
See’s complex of buildings. The explosion, which occurred along the busy
coastal highway, set nearly 20 cars ablaze; there were no casualties in the
Catholicate but according to reports four people were killed outside with 27
wounded.

According to witnesses, an explosive-packed car blew up outside the
Catholicate at a junction with the coastal highway in Christian East Beirut’s
Antelias district. The explosion was about 50 yards from the site of another car
bomb blast on March 20, which killed eight people and wounded 38 others.

In a telegram to Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, Catholicos Karekin II reported
heavy damages, but said that repair work has already begun and they are trying
to maintain a regular schedule, despite the interruption of electricity and
telephone service.

Archbishop Ashjian said that within hours of the news of the latest bomb
blast, several individuals inquired about donating towards renovation costs.
“Even before we announced a drive for funds, Mr. John Yervant sent in a dona-
tion of $3,000 and Mrs. Eugenie Sandrik submitted a donation of $2,000,” the
Archbishop said. “We thank them for their thoughtfulness and 1 know that
their immediate concern will be of immense help and comfort to His Holiness
and all others in Antelias.”

The Prelacy is currently accepting donations to help the Catholicate
reconstruct the damaged buildings, and replace the large number of windows
which were shattered. Checks may be payable to Armenian Apostolic Church of
America, and mailed to the Prelacy, 138 East 39th Street, New York, NY 10016.
Please stipulate “For Lebanon.”

f

Prelacy To Begin
National Dues
Campaign

Within a few weeks families will receive
a special envelope containing information
about the National Dues Program that the
Prelacy has inaugurated. The concept of
National Dues (Azkayin Dourk) is not
new. In the “old country” national dues
were a customary obligation of every
adult for the support of the Armenian
Church. These funds enabled the Church
to perform its dual function: religious
ministry and community administration,
since historical circumstances forced both
sacred and secular roles upon the Church.

In the new world and under different
circumstances, the Church carries on its
traditional religious ministry, but retains
the secular role, not of community ad-
ministrator, but of guardian and
perpetuator of our national culture. In
both capacities, the Armenian Church
needs your help: moral, personal, and
financial.

Your Prelacy membership dues are like
the bread cast upon the waters; they even-
tually come back to you, for it is with your
support that, first and foremost, the
message of God and the teachings of our
Lord, Jesus Christ, are brought to each and
everyone of us.

The next few issues of OUTREACH will
give further details about this national
campaign as well as feature articles about
the many religious, educational, and
cultural services which the Prelacy in-
itiates and supports.

We will also be telling you about the im-
mediate benefits of joining, like special dis-
counts at the Prelacy bookstore.

Requiem Service
& Concert Provide
Inspiring April 24
Commemoration
See Page 4

Sentimental
Journey

See Page 6

Near East Relief
Honored on 75th
Anniversary
See Page 5
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OUTREACH

FROM THE EDITOR

Every once in a while an article comes
to our attention which we like to pass
on to our readers. The following was
written by George S. Corey, editor of
THE WORD, published by the An-
tiochian Orthodox Archdiocese of
North America.

What Ever Happened
To Sacrifice?

There was a time when everything we
did in the life of the Church was done with
the thought of sacrifice. Thus our obliga-
tions to the Church were carried out with
that in mind, We taught church school, or
sang in the choir, or served on the parish
council, or were an altar server, or a
reader, or an usher or any other such
ministry, and we did it with a great deal of
joy because we wanted to make of it “a
sacrifice unto the Lord.” We were always
taught by our parents and our venerable
clergy in our churches that this type of ser-
vice was somehow required by our Lord.
And so it was! We even went further with
this concept and took the “extra step.”
Our sacrifice was made not only toward
the parish, but to the Church as a whole.
The Archdiocese was very much a part of
that personal sacrifice. During the “golden
years” of our youth movement (SOYO),
we would scrimp and save from our after-
school jobs, Christmas and birthday gifts
from parents and relatives, so that we
could participate in what was then called
SOYO ““Conventions.” Our parishes never
subsidized us. It was unthinkable to even
ask for financial help. We participated in
the affairs of the church as part of our
sacrifice. Very often whole chapters of our
youth group and choir, and church school
teachers would rent a bus, and away we
would go, having a great time all the way.

Time brings change, so it seems. Some
people do not understand the concept of
personal sacrifice. They often want to be
recognized or reimbursed for everything
they do for the church, both on a parish
level and an archdiocesan one. With this
kind of thinking, our churches will be
unable to participate in all that is expected
of us because the funds are not available
from our churches for everything. Some of
our parishes are barely making it, just
covering their basic expenses and utilities.
This may very well be because we Or-
thodox Christians have never learned the
biblical concept of tithing—giving back to
the Lord what He has miost generously
given to us. If we tithed, our churches
would have more, we could fund more
meaningful programs and still save for a
rainy day. God only knows, every parish
has its rainy day! Maybe our Lord is trying
to tell us something.

Real sacrifice means deep commitment
on the part of the individual. Sacrifice is
love made visible. One sacrifices because
one loves what one is doing and sees a
definite need for that kind of ministry.
When one sacrifices, one does so because
he or she sees a real need for fulfillment.
Many blessings come from sacrifice.

Can you imagine where our parishes
would be today if all our parishioners
would make more sacrifices for their
church? It is getting increasingly difficult
to find church school teachers, choir
members, altar servers, and good people
to serve on our parish councils and church
_—————
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organizations. I for one am tired after
twenty-eight years in the priesthood of
“begging” people to service their church.
it gets increasingly difficult. And where do
you think we would be in our parishes if
all our people would tithe? If all of us
would give 10% of our income and time to
the Lord, through the church, we would
not have to kill ourselves with some of the
gosh-darned fund raisers that we concoct
most of the time, just to supplement our
church budgets. 1 always fantasize that
before the Lord calls me to the Kingdom,
He will allow me to serve in a church were
fund raisers to supplement the budget are
not the major concern of a parish, but
rather preparing people for the Kingdom
of God!

Sacrifice is one such path to the Kingdom
of God, whether we realize it or not. It is
part of our Christian lifestyle that has
somehow lost its importance and meaning
over the years. It needs to be reinstituted
in the life of every Christian and of every
parish. Just as every Christian needs to
sacrifice for his or her church, so too the
parish needs to sacrifice for the Arch-
diocese, because we all are part of the
whole. We are all brothers and sisters in

" the Lord, and are part of the family of God.

If our parish and the Archdiocese are to
survive in this land, sacrifice by each of us
is required.

dnqlinp <mjpip Vowlwlniv

fFLyupGh U. Swinp

Pbdpu Puptfuliend Qowfinpy Hbp,.
S. Q.#Eﬁ:ts gﬁh?&m\utﬁatﬁut =N%b5m~\- be
Eﬂ*Ek\;s -ﬁEﬁMiFh#EU HN:-NHFRH-Nu =N=\..
S. ppgnppe Ru. Reypbeat Syl
cbguwe Ieyupiep U. Bwhnp Ehbgbginy

grEmEH\- arbacling @.ﬁ\-ﬂ.\-x: queathp
%E#:ﬁ Ee gﬂE-\-:Ph\- *WN\-N*EFHWN:-F.
S. Sppgnppu Shwé £ Lppwhws 1952
Facfils: 1958 Brfpt phunabifop  hmfuung=
EAEE-EU\- 9&.-\-&\-&- \E%E\!EV £ ‘.\-FO&%
Q.Et-:“.h. wrugs 196467 ENE#.#N:HEV '3
Ybibunplpp U. Vwqup Pupbifubppt SEP:
Lipwbwb fbpwguwnbugnd, 1967_70
mondp ywpribwlppd £ NE.\ #EhHN\-\n
WE#NEN.A.E#EH -ﬁEN:\.EN-EH\-v L.WM"

1970 [Frncwlut b S. @.5\.*3&.\-!
phpncbincwd £ N'M.N\-EWN\- NH*WPHN—
Nw%..\EN-Em: neplyk NN-&EHEFEN:! hﬂEw. I3
1975 [Frowluwhfb: u. WM.H\-EQEWF
&EN-E*EﬁNEQ. £ :EN-EW.\N nep VEFE\EU.
h. !N-E&%E !PE-.-PQ\-M" No_w QHFHHPEN- HS%I\-F
dbnbwngpriwd b pubabuy Sbnwdp Fhpy.
-w-. %E\Nh&u w.&\-tﬁatmit -NEN-*EF#EF\:
SEN.\: .H\-.FNE.F 1989 M.EFE\EV '3 HNE;N%E
Sngbinp Sofpe Pudpuibp dpbgp b
[rcwlwh fil ﬂ.*m-.!\!sarh\-rvh nibbguwd
§ Ynpoughbyne pp Epbglifp:

d.WN-N. S. QENNHT &.&\-E#!E&IE
Yupqubibuif be Ybpy. $. Sprn Upph-
uy fpolpnugmu @E*EN%EF\- AE.\E.\EHP}#E-\M—
Uppbuyfulinuyne Uybbwl Spucppus £ $.
Fplanphe pabutrul Sumwghyne Ualbpf
buyp Upbebibuhs @ESES bYhpu: Updu-
Vagunf. Sbp Quspp pp o plnaippnd
ER#E\.#E Qurssare Q.EN-S 1991_ 4% &o
whied frPusugbus hosmibguwe \Y%kt\-m-\- u.
waryuolipie: Uyu waffmd Ubvpnuy Uppa—
ﬂEv \E\SEN-EN-%“. A&N\-\.EFEENEE-\-P S.
Udpuwimn U. Rby. Stp Upowbwip
Swlhguuankwh frgnibibt bup, \N.W\E\-.F%
dbp Swdwsbpp @Fhhe qphmiwd kp
Jre [FELED, vurljus g ?N-Nn?ﬁ dnljw pusgun
bp uncpprdfu SEY: Skp Fppgappap
duwdwhnednf dJumus bbvp np Myupif
U. Buwlynp bhtnbgpt, wnweb; bew
gopuigwd  ufrenfe wpmebwhl pp wnw=
.W?Narh.\-rﬂhvn

SO

bybknkginy dwdwnp

Rev. Krikoris Keshishian

New Priest Assigned
To Racine Church

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian and the
Executive Council recently announced
the appointment of Rev. Krikoris
Keshishian to serve the St. Hagop
Church in Racine, Wisconsin.

Rev. Keshishian, son of Hagop and
Azadouhi, was born in Lebanon in 1952
and given the baptismal name of Krikor.
In 1958 the family relocated to Marseille,
France, where six-year-old Krikor
attended the Tivoli School. From 1964
through 1967 he studied at the St. Lazar
Monastery in Venice. Returning to
Lebanon, he continued his schooling at
the Armenian Catholic School during
the years 1967-70.

Rev. Keshishian entered the
Theological Seminary of Etchmiadzin in
1970, graduating in 1975, after which he
returned to Marseille and served the
community as a teacher. On January 29,
1978, he was ordained a priest by Bishop
Hagop Vartanian, Prelate of the Diocese
of Southern France. Following his
ordination he served the Armenian
church in the Campagne Fraise section
and the St. Gregory Church in
Beaumont, France, where he served
until the untimely death of his beloved
Yeretzgin in 1989.

With the agreement of Bishop
Vartanian and Bishop Kude Nakashian,
Archbishop Ashjian invited Der
Krikoris to serve the Prelacy. Rev.
Keshishian arrived in the United States
in March and has been assigned to the St.
Hagop Church in Racine, a small but
vibrant community. “Even without a
permanent pastor since the retirement
of Archpriest Sempad Der Mksian, the
Racine community has maintained its
dedication to the church,” Archbishop
Ashjian said. “With the arrival of Rev.
Keshishian to serve on a permanent
basis, we are confident that the Racine
St. Hagop Church will continue its
mission with even greater confidence
and strength.”

Smile often.
Practice patience.
Think freely. Make new
friends. Rediscover old ones.
Savor special moments. Tell those you
love that you do. Feel deeply. Forget trouble.

Hope. Forgive an enemy. Grow. Count your blessings.
Observe miracles. Make them happen. Discard worry. Give.
Give in. Trust enought to take. Pick some daisies. Share them.
Keep a promise. Look for rainbows. Gaze at stars. See beauty
everywhere. Work hard. Be wise, Try to understand. Take time for
people. Make time for yourself. Laugh heartily. Spread joy, Take a
chance. Reach out. Let someone in. Try something new. Slow down.
Be soft sometimes. Celebrate life. Believe in yourself. Trust
others. See a sunrise. Listen to rain. Reminisce. Cry when
you need to. Trust life. Have faith. Live God’s message.
Enjoy. Wonder. Comfort a friend. Have good ideas.

Learn. Make some mistakes Learn from them.

Explore the unknown. Be alive.

Hug a kid.

PEACE
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World Council of Churches’ General Assembly and a Sentimental Journey Into History

by Iris Papazian

The Seventh Assembly of the World
Council of Churches which convened in
Canberra, Australia, February 7 through
20, provided an opportunity for a
journey through history for Archbishop
Mesrob Ashjian, Prelate of the Armenian
Apostolic Church of America and a,
delegate to the WCC representing the See
of Cilicia.

Having been Prelate of the Diocese of
Iran and India prior to his position in
New York, Archbishop Ashjian has first-
hand knowledge of the vast area covered
by that Diocese and so a sentimental
journey was made to the Armenian
Church of St. Gregory in Singapore and to
Malacca in Malaysia to the grave of Hagop
-Shahamirian who died at the age of 29 in
1774, Shahamirian was a fierce believer in
sovereignty and independence for the
Armenian people and upon his death his
grieving father had a tombstone set with
a message, in Armenian, pleading each
visitor to “Give me the news, the
freedom of my countrymen, for them I
did much weep. . .”

Archbishop Ashjian had heard about
this tombstone many years ago and had
wanted to visit it, but was never able to
do so. “The recent events in Armenia,”
he explained, “made it even more im-
perative for me to make this journey. It
was almost like a pilgrimage.”

In solitude, by the gravesite, he gave
“all the news of the homeland,” and of-
fered a requiem service for the repose of
the soul of Hagop Shahamirian. “It was an
experience I will never forget,” His
Eminence said.

World Council of Churches

The journey began with the three-week
period attending the World Council’s
General Assembly. The WCC is an
ecumenical organization with a member-
ship of 317 churches from 170 countries.
Nearly all denominations of the Protes-
tant and Orthodox churches are
members; the Roman Catholic Church is
not, but does send official observers to
the proceedings.

The WCC was officially born in 1948 in
Amsterdam, after many years of prepara-
tion, and came about through the realiza-
tion that although Christianity had
united many people, its interpretation
had divided many. Since 1948 the General
Assembly has met in Evanston, New
Delhi, Nairobi, Vancouver, and Canberra.

The Armenian Church joined in 1962
with delegations from the Etchmiadzin
and Cilicia Sees. )

“Canberra was by far the largest gather-
ing ever,” the Archbishop said, “with
850 voting delegates joined by a host of
accredited visitors, guests, journalists—a
total of some 4,000 people.”

Besides Archbishop Ashjian, the Cili-
cian See was represented by Archbishop
Aram Keshishian, Ms. Manoushag Boyaj-
ian, Mr. Ted Isaacs, and Mr. Khachig
Dedeyan.

The Etchmiadzin See was represented
by Archbishop Nerses Bozabalian, Bishop
Aghan Baliozian, V. Rev. Fr. Haigazoun
Najarian, Ms. Nancy Basmajian, Ms.
Anoush Nakashian, Prof. Hakob Papa-
zian, Ms. Karine Pashaian, Ms. Christine
Sakaian, and Prof. Parguev Shabazian.

The gathering was a huge amalgama-
tion of races and nations with the theme
“Come Holy Spirit Renew the Whole
Creation,” in the spirit of Pentecost but
“sometimes it seemed more like the
Tower of Babel,” Archbishop Ashjian
said. The greatest emphasis was placed on
the witnessing of the native Australians,
the Aboriginees.

Armenian Presence

The Armenian voice was clearly heard,
according to the Archbishop, both in the
General Assembly and during the wor-
ship and cultural program. “One morn-
ing hundreds of people learned and sang
the Der Voghormia; at another time
Lucine Zakarian sang from the Liturgy as
a cross was being decorated with flowers.

“Of course,” the Archbishop said, “we
were elated and proud of the election of
Archbishop Aram Keshishian as
Moderator of the Central Committee. It is
a great honor for the Armenian Church
to have one of its representatives elected
to head this body. Furthermore, the state-
ment on Karabagh issued by the General
Assembly was very important.”

WCC Photo: Peter Williams

A scene from the first plenary meeting of the WCC Assembly. Seated alphabetically, the Armenian
delegation is up front. Archbishop Aram Keshishian, Prelate of Lebanon, was elected Moderator of

the Central Committee.

WCC Photo: Peter Williams

A special ceremony, “Churches in Solidarity with Women,” during the General Assembly.

The statement about Karabagh issued
by the General Assembly expressed con-
cern about the worsening situation there
and appealed to all parties to “‘seek ways
to resolve the conflicts in the region
through peaceful means,” and ‘to
safeguard legitimate religious, cultural
and national interests, including the right
to self-determination of the Armenian
people of Karabagh.”

In addition to the attention given to the
native Australian population, the General
Assembly spent considerable time on the
issue of women in the church and the
Gulf war. “The World Council,” the
Archbishop noted, ““is passing through a
difficult period. At times social issues are
dominating and the central purpose of
the unity of the church is being forgotten.
The Orthodox delegates took special note
of this and issued a special statement on
this and other concerns.”

Armenian Communities
In Australia

With the conclusion of the General
Assembly, Archbishop Ashjian and
Archbishop Aram Keshishian had the op-
portunity to visit the Armenian com-
munities of Australia. Canberra has a
small community of Armenians, mainly
recent emigres from Lebanon and Syria.
The Armenian community of Sydney
originated before the 2nd World War,
but by far the greatest influx was after the
war with refugees from southeast Asia,
India, Indonesia—remnants of the old
Armenian communties in those areas. In
the 1960s an influx from the Middle East
began and continues. The Diocese of
Australia and New Zealand was establish-
ed in 1958 with its Diocesan offices in
Sydney headed by Bishop Aram Balio-
zian. Sydney has an approximate popula-
tion of 25,000 Armenians while
Melbourne has about 5,000.

“Unfortunately,” Archbishop Ashjian
said, “the church is not organized accord-
ing to the traditions of the Armenian
Church. For instance, in Sydney the
church is in effect a closed association of
300 members and membership can be
denied or challenged. Because of this, the
Church has become marginal and isolated
from the greater population. The lay
organizations, such as Hamazkain, ARS,
AGBU, etc., have well-established struc-
tures and are flourishing as are the
schools. 1 was very impressed with the

The Armenian community in Singapore has
never been very large and throughout its 156
year history the St. Gregory Armenian Church
has been maintained by the small Armenian
community. The current caretakers are John
and Helen Medis. Built in 1835, about one-
quarter of its cost was raised from Armenians
in Calcutta and java, and from European and
other non-Armenian communities in Singapore.
The remaining three-quarters was raised by the
12 Armenian families residing in Singapore at
the time who commissioned George Dromgold
Coleman to design and build the Church. The
U.S. Embassy is adjacent to the Church.

dedication of the people in supporting
their schools. There is also an active
Armenian Catholic and Evangelical
population with their churches and
organizations.”

In each community the Archbishops
visited the churches, schools and com-
munity centers where they were greeted
by the population with great enthusiasm.
On Sunday February 23, Archbishops
Mesrob and Aram attended worship serv-
ice at the Armenian Church in Sydney.

Singapore’s Armenian Church

On Archbishop Mesrob’s itinerary was a
trip to the Armenian Church of St.
Gregory of Singapore built in 1835. In
1821, only two years after the founding of
Singapore, there were already three
Armenian trading firms there and
church services were held in rented
premises. In 1827 the small Armenian
community started a fund drive for their
own church and in 1833 the colonial
government granted them a piece of land
where the church now stands. It is the
oldest Christian church in Singapore and
has been designated as a National Historic
Monument.

Although there is no longer an Arme-
nian priest, Sunday services are held in
conjunction with other Christian
denominations.

Mr. Ninan Kushy flanked by Archbishops
Mesrob Ashjian (left) and Aram Keshishian at
the WCC Assembly. Mr. Kushy was instrumen-
tal in the preparation of the text on Karabagh
which the Assembly adopted.

.._..
The tombstone of 29-year-old Hagop
Shahamirian, who died in 1774 in Malacca. The
Armenian inscription says, in part: “Greetings
to all who read the tablet of my tomb wherein I
now sleep; Give me the news, the freedom of my
countrymen, for whom I did weep; tell me if
there arose amongst them one good guardian to
govern and to keep; vainly I waited for a good
shepherd to come and look after the scattered
sheep. . ..”
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The tombstone of Agnes (Ashghen) P, Joachim in
the graveyard adjacent to the Armenian church
in Singapore. Singapore’s state flower is named
after her.

Archbishops Mesrob and Aram with the student
body of the Tumanian Saturday School in
Sydney, Australia.

“This orphaned church became alive
with Armenian sounds,” Archbishop
Ashjian says. “I was there along with
Archbishop Nerses Bozabalian, Prof,
Hakob Papazian, and Prof. Parguev
Shabazian. The uplifting sounds of Sourp
Asdvatz, Ourakh Ler, and Bahbaneech fill-
ed the church.”

Some of the early Armenian settlers are
buried in the Memorial Garden, adjacent
to the church, including Agnes
(Ashghen) Joaquim, who discovered
what is now the national flower of
Singapore—the Vanda Miss Joaquim
orchid.

“All in all, it was a rewarding trip,
starting with the internationalism of the
World Council and then my own poig-
nant journey into history,” the Arch-
bishep said.



T — F —

W NS TR T R R L NN T TR ENES NS I R R TR R IR R=

PAGE 4

OUTREACH

Reception for 75th Anniversary of Near East Relief

Barton’s ‘‘Story of Near East Relief’’ Reprinted

The Prelacy sponsored a reception in
honor of the 75th anniversary of the Near
East Relief on Friday, April 19. The poig-
nant reception took place at the Vahakn
and Hasmig Hovnanian Hall at the Prelacy
offices in New York. Attending were
members of the Board of Directors and
Executive Staff members of the Near East
Foundation.

During the evening copies of the newly
republished “Story of Near East Relief”
by James L. Barton were formally
presented to the NEF representatives.
The book was reprinted in honor of the
Near East Relief’s 75th anniversary in a
Jjoint project undertaken by the Prelacy
and Michael Kehayian.

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian welcomed
the guests in introductory remarks about
the NER, calling that organization the
“heroes during the Armenian genocide
76 years ago. Without the humanitarian
work of the Near East Relief it is entirely
possible that the planned extermination
of the Armenian people would have been
realized,” His Eminence said.

Archbishop Ashjian introduced the
representatives of the Near East Founda-
tion attending the reception: Mr. David
Dodge, Chairman of the Board of Direc-
tors; Richard C. Robarts, President; Linda

‘K. Jacobs, Director of Development; and

board members, Mrs. Doris C. Halaby,
Mr. Jack Sunderland, Mrs. Georgiana
Stevens, and Mrs. Kitty Carsy. His
Eminence also introduced a represen-
tative of the survivors, Mr. Souren Pa-
pazian, a native of Palou, now living in
Teaneck, New Jersey.

Describing the Near East Relief’s impact
on society today the Archbishop describ-
ed how many government and_private
programs in place today can trace their
roots to concepts introduced by the Near
East Relief 75 years ago. The Prelate
recalled that “one of the many or-
phanages run by the Near East Relief was
in a small quiet suburb of Beirut, called
Antelias. Today, that property is the
headquarters of the See of Cilicia, thanks
to Near East Relief. Realizing that the
Armenian people had lost all of its leader-
ship, the NER took a special interest in
the formation and growth of the Cilician
Seminary at Antelias. That Seminary has
produced hundreds and hundreds of
graduates who are now in leadership
positions throughout the world.”

Professor Hratch Zadoian, Dean at
Queens College, spoke about the “Story
of Near East Relief,” and described how
Archbishop Ashjian, whose parents were
in” NER orphanages, and Michael
Kehayian came together to reprint the
book for the 75th anniversary. “I met
Michael Kehayian, a rescuer of books,
about a year ago and found out that some
time ago he became obsessed with the fact
that much of the first hand accounts of
the late 18th and early 19th centuries was
unavailable. Realizing that modern
memory is short, he decided he was going
to change this and he devoted his time
and good deal of his money to find these
books and reprinting them. One day last
fall His Eminence Archbishop Ashjian,
the offspring of people who were rescued
by NER, and this rescuer of books got
together and decided to reprint this
book.”

Speaking about the Near East Relief,
Dean Zadoian said, “They started with a
goal of 100,000 and ended up raising
more than 100 million. Near East Relief
did not just take orphans and give them
shelter, food and clothing. They did
much more. They provided education
and encouraged the orphans to learn
trades in order to become self-sufficient. I
have often wondered how the survivors
managed to retain their sanity, how they
managed to thrive and build up com-
munities, Part of the answer is Near East
Relief. As an Armenian I am grateful for
what you have done for my people. As an
American I am proud of what you stand

L

Board members of the Near East Foundation pose with Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian and
publisher Michael Kehayian. From left to right: Mr. Kehayian, Linda Jacobs, Richard
Robart, Georgina Stevens, Archbishop Ashjian, David Dodge, Jack Sunderland, Doris

Halaby and Kitty Cary.

Mr. Souren Papazian a survivor of the Genocide with Archbishop Ashjian and David
Dodge. Mr. Dodge’s great-grandfather was a founder of Near East Relief which saved
hundreds of thousands of Armenian orphans.

Professor Hratch Zadoyan greeting David
Dodge, Chairman of the Board of Directors
of Near East Foundation.

for and as an Armenian American my
heart is full. May your work go forward
fruitfully for another 75 years and may
your story live for 75 generations,” Pro-
fessor Zadoian concluded.

Commendation Award
To Michael Kehayian

In thanks for the great work done by
Michael Kehayian, Archbishop Ashjian
presented him a commendation award
“As a token of love, respect and gratitude
for your unselfish efforts to the Arme-
nian nation and church.” Mr. Kehayian,
with his wife Lucy at his side, accepted
the award with thanks and together with
His Eminence presented the first copies of
the book to the NEF board members
present.

Mr. David Dodge, chairman of the
Board of Trustees, and great-grandson of
Cleveland Dodge, one of the founders, ac-
cepted the books on behalf of the Founda-
tion saying, “It is wonderful to have Rev.
Barton’s book in print again. This is a
great service. I haven’t read the book for
sometime and I am looking forward to re-
reading and refreshing my memory. It is
always wonderful to be here at the
Prelacy. I have been here many times

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Kehayian with
Archbishop Ashjian. Mr. Kehapian was
presented with an award of commendation
Jor his endeavors of reprinting out-of-print
books about the Genocide.

before. I have known Archbishop Ash-
Jjian for many years, just as I knew his
predecessor, who is now Catholicos
Karekin II. We are always glad to con-
tinue this special relationship. Thank you
for inviting us to share this occasion with
you.”

A beautiful table of Armenian foods,
prepared by the Prelacy’s Ladies Guild,
was enjoyed by the guests as they con-
tinued informal conversations about the
75th anniversary of Near East Relief and
the republication of the book which
describes the most massive relief effort
ever undertaken in the United States of
America.

Copies of ‘‘Story of
the Near East Relief’
by James L. Barton
are available at the
Prelacy’s Bookstore

Rouben Gregorian
1915 — 1991

Rouben Gregorian, conductor, com-
poser, and musicologist, died on March
28, 1991, in Boston, his home since his ar-
rival in the United States in 1951. The
program of hymns and ballads which the
Prelacy presented on April 24th was the
Maestro’s final gift to the Armenian na-
tion in a life filled with selfless dedication.
Having its first performance last
November in Boston, Mr. Gregorian was
eager to have this concert performed in
New York and even during the final days
of his life he spoke with great anticipation
of the commemorative concert. The
Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic
Church of America, together with the
metropolitan area churches, was honored
to bring this concert in commemoration
of the 76th anniversary of the Genocide
and as a loving remembrance of Maestro
Rouben Gregorian.

Rouben Gregorian was born in Tiflis,
Georgia, in 1915. His father was a violinist
and choral director and his mother
played the piano. He was educated at the
Armenian Central College in Tabriz, Iran;
the Teheran Conservatory; the Ecole de
Musique in Paris; and the National Con-
servatory of Music in Paris.

In 1952, Mr. Gregorian became a facul-
ty member of the Boston Conservatory of
Music, teaching violin and chamber
music, and directing the Conservatory
Chorus and Orchestra. He conducted for
several recordings, as well as with many
orchestral and symphonic groups. He was
guest conductor for the annual Boston
Pops “Armenian Night” for over 25 years
during Arthur Fiedler’s tenure.

Maestro Gregorian was twice a guest
conductor of the State Philharmonic Or-
chestra of Yerevan. Distinguished reci-
pient of several awards, he was in 1978
proclaimed ‘““Man of the Year” by the Na-
tional Representative Assembly of the
Prelacy for his invaluable service to
Armenian folkloric and liturgical music.
Retired from the Boston Conservatory
after 27 years, Mr. Gregorian continued
to teach violin, viola, conducting and
solfege to private students and maintain-
ed an active schedule of composing, ar-
ranging and conducting up to a few
weeks before his death. The Maestro con-
ducted the Komitas Choral Society, which
he organized in 1955 and under his direc-
tion performed over 60 concerts.. ’

_-
CHORAL SINGING

To be more than one,
to be multiplied,

to be part of all

that soars and glides,

to add up to more
than any part,
to breathe the past
into living art,

to reach beyond
today’s sun

singing Gomidas's
“Thy will be done.”

Diana Der-Hovanessian
from the Christian Science Monitor
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Reqguiem Service and Concert of Ballads & Hymns
Provide ~=m~e=.~=ﬂ April 24th Commemoration

Na..w.m_.. Voisin directin,
Armenian Heroic Bal

Heroic Ballads & Hymns

The major portion of the com-
memorative program was the Armenian
Heroic Ballads and Hymmns. With its com-
bination of secular and sacred music from
sources dating as far back as the 5th cen-
tury, it commemorated the long and tur-
bulent struggle of the Armenian people
for religious and political freedom. The
adaptation of the songs for brass quintet
represents a unique departure from tradi-
tional modes of performance of Arme-
nian classical and folk music and suc-
cessfully captured the various moods of
the music, ranging from the purely
spiritual to the elegiac to the defiantly
patriotic. Long proud of the distinction of
being the first nation to adopt Christiani-
ty as its* state religion in 301 A.D., the
Armeriians were the first in history to
wage war in its defense. Of the three
hymns included in the program, two
refer to the Vartanantz Wars of 451 A.D.
Several of the secular ballads immortalize
the lives and sacrifices of individual
Armenian freedom fighters of the 19th
and 20th centuries. Others recall major
battles fought in defense of various
geographical regions and villages. Each
song has served in some ways to rekindle
the spirit of patriotism that has sustained
the Armenian people in their long strug-
gle toward national sovereignty. Collec-
tively, they are in a real sense, the “battle
hymns” of a once aspiring, and now, in
one of the great ironies of history, renas-
cent Republic of Armenia.

The premiere performance of Maestro
Gregorian’s adaptations was in Boston last
year under the auspices of the Friends of
Armenian Culture Society, Inc.

Commemorative Booklet

The commemorative booklet which
was distributed included the Armenian
and English texts of the songs which pro-
ved to be very much appreciated by the
audience. The English translations were
by the well-known Armenian American
poet Diana Der-Hovanessian.

the Concert Brass Ensemble in

and Songs, compiled and ar-

ranged by Rouben Gregorian. Soloists Mark McSweeney
William Hite performed with the Brass Ensemble.

The audience in the magnificent St. Bartholomew’s
Church in New York City.

Azad

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian with Mr.
Yeghiazarian at the demonstration organized by the
Armenian National Committee on April 24 at the UN.

The following remarks were delivered by Dean Hratch Zadoian dur-
ing the April 24th Commemoration.

On this, the Seventy-Sixth Anniversary of the 1915-1922 Dmﬁoﬁmm conducted by the
Turkish Government against the Armenian people, we are once again gathered in
somber commemoration. For seven decades now, Armenians around the world have
marked this day in sorrow, in anger, and in determination. And so, after seventy-six
years, on this day it is important to reassert that this is not just a custom, it is not only a
ritual, but that we are here in a purposeful gathering for clear and just reason.

We are here first, to honor the memory of our martyrs, innocent men, women and
children who were murdered only because they were Armenians. I will not recount
the unspeakable horrors suffered by our people in those dark days. But let it be
remembered that the million and a half who perished between 1915 and 1922 were
neither the first nor the last to be killed for being Armenian. And so, along side the
victims of 1915-1922 let us on this day remember the tens of thousands who perished
in the Hamidian massacres of 1894-96, in the Adana massacres of 1909 and in so many
lonely ambushes and killings, year after year, on our own ancestral lands, under
Turkish rule and persecution. And let us also remember here those who were
murdered in our days in Sumgait and Baku, in Artzakh and in Azerbaidjan, those
who are still falling victim to the Azeri Turk. After 75 years, Armenians still have to
fight for their lives, and so on this day let us give special remembrance to all those
heroes, some famous, most unknown who fell weapon in hand defending family and
faith, home and land from Van and Zeitoun to Sasoun and Musa Ler. Yes, I stand in this
house of worship to praise the memory of people who died weapon in hand, because
our holy fathers did teach us that resistance to tyranny has favor in the eyes of our
Lord and because those heroes and their sacrifice have made it possible that even in
mourning we should hold our heads high.

Second, we are here to point an accusing finger at those who after seventy-six years
try to cover the great crime with a tapestry of deceit and lies. We point an accusing
finger at the Ankara government, for in trying to cover up the crime, it has made itself
an accessory after the fact. I will not mar this occasion and the memory of our martyrs
by engaging here in a dialogue with liars. Let it be clear however, that as long as there
is even one Armenian left in the world, she or he will stand as witness. No amount of
sophistry, no public relations campaign, no paid apologists for mass-murder can
change history. Like the blood on Lady MacBeth’s hands, the blood on the conscience
of Turkey cannot be washed away, not by rivers of lies, not by seas of ink, not even by
the entire world’s oil reserves. Denial cannot replace repentance. Our cause is just and
we will not be moved from the path of justice.

Third, we are here to remember the kindness and to show gratitude. Seventy-six
years ago, in the darkest hour of Armenian history, Americans of good will came to
our help as no nation had ever done before. Led by Near East Relief and by numerous
religious and charitable organizations, the American people mounted an un-
precedented campaign to help Armenians. From Fifth Avenue in New York City to
the Main Street of small towns, parades and rallies were organized to raise funds and
mobilize support. School children donated their allowances, wealthy foundations
made massive grants, everywhere Americans rallied to rescue and keep Armenians
alive. When Congress designated one Sunday each year as Near East Relief Sunday,
over 50,000 churches began collections for Armenians. In 1915 $6 million was col-
lected; in 1916 $20 million and so it went. Near East Relief alone raised over 100
million, rescued and helped over 130,000 Armenian orphans, fed hundreds of
thousands of refiigees all over the middle east and Armenia. From the establishment of
the Armenian Republic to the late 1920’s, American aid through Near East Relief built
and operated hospitals, shelters and orphanages in Eastern Armenia. In sum, a genera-

(Continued on page 8)

St. Bartholomew’s Church in New York
was filled on the evening of April 24th
with an appreciative audience which
witnessed an inspiring concert of Arme-
nian Ballads and Hymns. Sponsored by
the Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic
Church of America, under the auspices of
the Prelate Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian,
the commemoration began with a Re-
quiem Service for the repose of the souls
of the 1.5 million who perished during
the Genocide.

The concert portion of the program was
intertwined with two main speakers.
Professor Hratch Zadoian, Dean at Queens
College, spoke in English and Mr. Azad
Yeghiazaryan, Chairman of the Modern
Armenian Literature Department, In-
stitute of Literature in Armenia was a
substitute speaker for Mr. Vartan Ha-
gopian who was unable to travel from
Artzakh. Mr. Hagopian is President of the
Artzakh Writers Union.

Dr. Ara Caprielian, the well known
educator and writer, in his role as Master
of Ceremonies skillfully guided the pro-
gram from beginning to end. The major
portion of the commemoration featured
the Concert Brass Ensemble, directed by
Roger Voisin, with soloists William Hite,
tenor, and Mark McSweeney, baritone.
The Armenian ballads and hymns, com-
piled and arranged by the late Rouben
Gregorian, were beautifully and expertly
presented in an unusual setting giving
the songs a new dimension.

Mr. Yeghiazaryan, who delayed his
return to Armenia to participate in this
commemoration when word came that
Mr. Hagopian was unable to leave Art-
zakh, spoke of the problems of the
homeland, the volatile situation in Art-
zakh, and the important role for the
Diaspora during these historic days. Mr.
Yeghizaryan several times emphasized
the importance of the Armenian com-
munity working together so that these
problems can be given the proper atten-
tion. He voiced his belief that Armenia
will be able to overcome the many prob-
lems and establish a vibrant and free
society where Armenians will be able to
chart their own destiny.

Archbishop Ashjian’s concluding
remarks paid homage to the memory of
Rouben Gregorian who died on March 28.
“This beautiful program of hymns and
ballads was the Maestro’s final gift to the
Armenian nation in a life filled with
dedicated service,” the Archbishop said.
Speaking about the genocide and the cur-
rent plight of Armenians in Artsakh His
Eminence wondered if we are witnessing
the continuation of that genocide, or did
we never leave that time of darkest
tragedy?

Recounting the crimes of genocide
since the Armenian genocide Archbishop
Ashjian said “the threat of genocide,
rather than diminishing as the twentieth
century draws to an end, seems to have
retained its potential and its power. But
genocide must finally be stopped. The
world must act in concert to prevent
forever another act of genocide. April 24
should not be a day on which the Arme-
nians drag the past into the present, but a
day on which to resolve that the future
will overcome the past,” the Archbishop
concluded.

The dignified and uplifting com-
memoration came to an end with Giligia
played by the Concert Brass Ensemble
and sung by soloist Mark McSweeney.

Participating in the event were the
three metropolitan area churches: St. II-
luminator’s Cathedral, St. Sarkis Church
and Sts Vartanantz Church. The organiz-
ing committee included: Archpriests
Moushegh Der Kaloustian, Asoghik Kele-
jian, Vahrich Shirinian and David At-
tarian, Nairi Amirian, Edward Barsa-
mian, Bedros Givelekian, Frank Kabara-
jian, Jenia Kazanjian, Boghos Minoyan,
Michael Mirakian, Jack Tutelian.
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Pbdpu Unwfinpy' Fbpy. S. Ubupny
ﬁﬁhhi&\-hk\:&:t QN%EEH. bnpluwenpuljudts
Skunbibw; Shnwghpp yby Q.\-\-Eh\- Lk
Q.NE#HF‘E.\\-M- #EE&\- #H.\\-S%\- bnppl=
wpp  Ywfumgas Vph. Lpwgply Updai-
bubifils.

Mp. Zpwyhly UpdnGhwG, Lwhiwgwh
Uppnph {bwn UrwlmpewihG -
Yuwyp Undthinkh, BpawG

Upptph MpG. UpunGhiwG

Bpim op wnwy, nktyh Uwunmpupu
Tuwypugml Uptikp Juunwpwd Shwdubwg
Utp GuiupnpnmpbGEG YGpwunwpdhG pdw-
gwlp Qtp pGupnpebwl mpwje (mpp:

QGnmGhgkp Jdtp upmuwghl 2Gnphwinpm-
phGGEpt m  puptdwnpmpembitpp Qup
wiu Gnp & oww wWwwwuhwlGuwwmm  wug-
wolGpG Jvk9: Yuwmwh tlGp np Qup Gu-
hhwqufimpbiwG Gaippht JYwlmpw]hb
iwpwpipmpbiwtg Gnp &1 wppmGuainp
dudwlwlurpowl dp wyhwh pugmh jognmun
Qwjwuwmwbh W Uthpinph vbp dnnn-
Ynipnhd:

Uywqgw) ubpn gnpdulygmpbwi wlpt-
Yupmpbwdp'

Ui opwpup

Utupnny Uippyhulpynu UodEwh
Unwglnpn

Uwpmn 6, 1991

k ENESEENEEF N&hﬁhEPi\-E\mEH wryu

Sbnwgpp, Ybpy. Uppwqus Swipp
Updnbbwikl.

Qtpn UppwqGmpejnd,

Quékgkp plnniGhy JunphG GnpAw-
JupmpemGiipu hd pGupnpebiwé wnheny
Qtp yMwd GnpAwinpmplwlg Awdwnp:
LwiwgniG 6hqu whwh pwthtd qopwglhym
fwdwp QuipkGhp-Uhphinp Jwwbnpp, «UEY
Uqq b uky QwpkGhp» GowlGwpwlny:
TunphG JwpgwlpGtpny’

Znwshy UpdnGhwG
Uuwpmn 12, 1991

Vwpnn 27, 1991

Uspprnpp Lo Uguilpne fusypls Yuyp
Yndpunkp Unppiunpp bwpwgws Apb.
hﬁ.tn\-# Q\-.\&H#Ev. hgniwd  bwdwlibpp
Pihpund shofowiigws L Hbpy. S.
Ubupny Uppbupufnynu  Uybbwipl,
pugpbpmd Uppuquiks, wp Swdwlilb pee
wyuufbibpp spafuuligh) wdbppluio;
bhbgbguluwl ne Sypulyme Forgple Guigd o=
bbpurif pebbbpmd be dunkneyf fud pug=
o fdbwbiy:

Tprwsts Usgepus e Uomsssfom prysssprost o

Supgtth AwypEGulhgbln,

hGywku dtq JuynGh k, 1990 pmwlwuGh
Ognuwinup 23.p6@ QuiwuwwbGh Qwlpu-
whnmptwl SGpugni@  WUnpAmpnp,
wpnwiwinbiny daynypnh Jhwulbwlyud
Judpp, pGnmGh E Anywlwmghp, npny
fipdp t npmbp dEp wlhupp yinwljw-
Gniptwli Awuvnmwndwli qnpdplpwugh
Jwu s

UppinpwhwymptiuG dbwn UrulmpuihG
Yuwh UndpntG wnwelnpmmbim| finyw-
Ywgph npnpltipm] W nprbgplny ny
YnmuwliguluG npppnprgmd Uhingh prpnp
wqquiphl, pwnwpwlhub, Awuvwpululut
JuquwlyEpynipmGéeph m Jowlmpwuihd
vpmpehGiaph Guwndwdp, danGwdmpu &
intp pp wouwwnwGpltph ApdGmdpa
YEpujunmgdwbp, GowGwpwG mGEGwiny
wpnbpyph Awgmptwb Ahwn Yuwybph kg
wikijp uipnwugmdp G wdpuylnmdp:

UmG Guwuwyny nhtm] &kq, ubnpmd
EGp AGupwinph@ swih Yupd dwdibinmd
gulGluh t vhGytt unj@ pmwlwGh Uawyphh
10.p, wwy 4&bkp wnwowpympmbltpp
Undhnkh gqnpdmGEmphwG Yhpulunmgiwd
Yhpwplpbwg:
SupquGpltpny
Zpwshy UpunGhwG
Undpwnkh Lwjuwgwh

dwnnpnwqpnipG

Supqbp AwiptGulhglp,

PGywtu yuwpnGh k, tpghG wwphGlphG
dwjwunmwlnd  Yuwuwwpmby GG dEd
YipunpnfunuiGip  punwpuljub, wlnbuw-
YwG, JowlmpwihG YGwGph nnpnGhpmd:
Qwy drmmipmh wqquihi  wquunugpuwi
owupdnmdp ympu k. pipmd AwGpw-
wEumpmip pipimpmG, wiiwj qupgqug-
JwG Swlwuwphh puy:

Zujwuwwind  Junwimwd dnnypnw-
Jywpwujuli qnpdplGpugitpp dJdhdwyku
Aignmwugnptp GG AwpGupGul Aumpbwl
i qunmpGhph Awitiph 2thmudGEpG m
njuwygkmphGGEpp:

Uphinpwhwpmptwl Ain untindmwud
Gnp ppwnpmpemtGp Uzwympuihd Ywwh
UndhwnkhG AGwpunnpmpl E pGanbGh] k|
unbth qupqugliim
juwbkpp Awy qunpofwibtph dowlym-
fwlhG, YppwljwG, bLEpprnwuwpnulwud,
Jwlwlg, GhinbgulwG dhmpemGGaph m
JuquuwltpympmbGtph, wqquipG Ymuwy-
gmphGGhph Akw:

ZuypkGhp-Uthhinp  Jwwbph plnjugdw
jupun npuwlywi qgnpdpGewgp bGptiwd k
pliph] Guhbt npn2 pwguuwluG, wGgublu)p
Smbtwp nkwypmd juoupp

wminbuwjuGé bt wy

wipwylnbm

ipinypGhn:

Yowlmpwyhi,
Yuwbph pGuwqwiwnmd whn quud
pipmpehGGiph dwuhG E: UGguGlwh
wptanipGapp ndmwpugimd &G uwhpinpw-
fwmptwi Atwn Uswlmpwip@ Ywyhp
Unvhwnth wojuwwnmwGplitpp: dwiwuwnwbhg
GppidG@  Urvhpinpmu
fwdtipquipf juvpkp, wifwwn YuwnwpnmGen,
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etc., and place them on a table in the
center of the church. Following the
Badarak they share this food. This tradi-
tion is reminiscent of the early Christians
who brought food to the church and
shared the Lord’s table with each other. I
like and I encourage these customs, and
enjoy attending services in Montreal
because they make an extra effort to
revive many traditions we have lost.”

Returning to New York, Archbishop
Ashjian attended Easter Eve services at St.
Iluminator’s Cathedral at which time
students from St. Hluminator’s School
read the Lessons from the Old Testament
prior to the Liturgy. On Easter Sunday he
presided over the Divine Liturgy and
preached about the ‘‘Season for
Renewal.” Speaking about the extensive
bibilical references to “newness,” the
Prelate spoke of the new way of life given
to us by the Son of God. ““The newness is
not ordinary which comes and goes and is
quickly forgotten. It is a newness which
lasts and through which Man stands at a
higher level with a promise to make all
things new. . . Easter is an occasion for us
to think about our Christianity and our
Church and call on the Lord to give us the
strength to judge ourselves, to study and
evaluate our lives, and then renew
ourselves spiritually as a nation and as
members of His family.”

On Monday, April 1, accompanied by
Archpriests Moushegh Der Kaloustian
and Asoghik Kelejian, His Eminence
visited the Old Age Home in Flushing,
New York, where he conducted the
Home Blessing ceremony and gave Com-
munion to the residents. Following an en-
Jjoyable lunch, the Archbishop presented
a video from Armenia to the Home and
gave each resident a copy of St. Nerses
Shnorhali’s prayer, “In Faith I Confess.”

Easter Greeting From
Catholicos Vazken I

On the occasion of Holy Easter, Archbishop
Mesrob Ashjian received the following
cable from His Holiness Vazken I,
Catholicos of All Armenians:

Christ is risen! Blessings from the Holy
Altar of Etchmiadzin, Armenia. Joyfully
we greet you with the message of the Ho-
ly Resurrection of Our Saviour Jesus
Christ, who enlightens our lives, our
thoughts and our works and strengthens
in us the faith, the hope, the love and our
good deeds. May the life-giving graces of
the Holy Resurrection be upon Your
Eminence, the clergy serving your chur-
ches, the administrative bodies in your
committees and all your faithful.
With fraternal love and blessings,
VAZKEN I
Catholicos of All Armenians

A Mini Lesson
“Synoptic Gospels™ refers to three of the
four Gospels in the New Testament: Mat-
thew, Mark and Luke (John alone is omit-
ted from this grouping). The adjective
“synoptic,” like the noun ‘“synopsis”
from which it is derived, is based on the
Greek adjective synoptikos, meaning
“seeing the whole together.” It refers to
the fact that the first three Gospels can be
printed in three parallel columns and
“seen together” because the sayings and
stories they contain often exhibit striking
literary similarities. This was first done in
1776, when the German New Testament
scholar JJ. Griesbach (1745-1812) arrang-
ed the first three Gospels together in
parallel columns in a book. The first three
Gospels have been referred to as Synoptic
Gospels every since. The Gospel of John
was omitted from Griesbach’s synopsis,
and from most other synopses of the
Gospels thereafter, because.it is very dif-
ferent from the other three Gospels.
About 90 percent of the sayings and
stories about Jesus found in John have no
parallel in the Synoptic Gospels.
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Book Review

Samvel Shahmuratian, ed. The Sumgait Tragedy; Pogroms Against the

Armenians in Soviet Azerbaijan.

Vol. 1, Eyewitness Accounts. New Rochelle, NY, Aristide D. Caratzas, and Cam-

bridge, MA, Zoryan Institute, 1990.
Reviewed by Pierre Papazian

It is almost impossible for the human
mind to grasp the extent and enormity of
the violence perpetrated by peoples
against peoples during the course of this
one century alone. The twentieth cen-
tury is almost over, yet the violence con-
tinues even as the President of the United
States proclaims a “new world order.”

The United Nations, using a coalition of
armed forces led by the United States,
routs Iraq from Kuwait, but allows the
Iraqi leader to remain in power and to
slaughter Shiites and Kurds with impuni-
ty. The Kurds, especially, are being
decimated by the weapons of war and the
elements of nature, this in the same
general area where seventy-six years ago,
the Armenians fell victim to the same
fatal forces.

The Sumgait Tragedy is another
reminder that slaughter, massacre, and
genocide are still on the agenda of the
human race. To say “Never again!” is
easy enough, but to prevent the recur-
rence of genocide seems to be a difficult
task for the so-called “civilized world.”
This collection of eyewitness accounts of
the vicious, bloody, and deadly pogroms
in February 1988 against the Armenians
of Sumgait, a city on the Caspian Sea
northwest of Baku, is an almost
unbelievable report of the murderous
rampage of Azerbaijanis of Sumgait in-
tent on annihilating their Armenian
neighbors and destroying their property.

The ineffable inhumanity demon-
strated by the Azerbaijanis, who beat,
stabbed, axed, flayed, raped, tortured,
maimed, burned alive, and otherwise in-
jured and killed helpless Armenians can
only revolt anyone who has a shred of

decency in his soul. That this outbreak of

violence was not a spontaneous event is
evident from the various accounts
presented in the book. It was truly a
pogrom in the dictionary definition of the
word: an organized massacre of helpless
people. Azeri officials, instead of trying to
calm their people, actually inflamed their
emotions, either directly or indirectly. In

fact, some of the eyewitnesses stated that
some of the Azeri attackers had been
under the influence of drugs and alcohol.
Apparently drugs were being distributed
to at least some of the rampaging mobs.
There is also evidence that weapons of
various sorts (sharpened steel rods, axes,
knives) were prepared ahead of time in
metal-working factories. There is no
doubt, based on the statements of the
eyewitnesses, that the pogrom was
planned and organized quasi-officially, if
not officially, by Azeri authorities.

The culpability of the Azerbaijani
authorities in the Sumgait pogrom is in-
disputable, but the responsibility also ex-
tends to the authorities in Moscow who
did not order Soviet soldiers on the scene
to protect the Armenian civilians, and
only acted reluctantly and tardily in
dispatching troops in tanks and armored
vehicles to rescue those who survived the
attacks. Moscow’s disinclination to in-
tercede immediately and forcefully must
be attributed to its own Realpolitik. It is
quite possible that Gorbachev did not
want to upset the Muslims of the Soviet
Union and of neighboring Muslim coun-
tries by attacking the Azeri mobs. He has
shown since the Sumgait massacre that he
does not particularly favor the Arme-
nians nor does he show any sympathy for
any of their demands, no matter how
legitimate or benign.

The present volume is the first in a pro-
Jjected series of three. Volume II will also
consist of eyewitness accounts of the
Sumgait pogrom, while Volume III will
contain depositions of witnesses under
oath at court proceedings, indictments
and sentences, as well as photos, articles,
press reports, and documents. This a
worthy project undertaken by the joint
publishers, Caratzas and Zoryan, because
it is essential that all instances of
genocidal attacks against peoples
anywhere should be recorded for all the
world to see. We await the forthcoming
volumes, -

BOOKS ON THE GENOCIDE
All Available at the Prelacy Bookstore
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St. Sarkis Church in Michigan Honors
Guild Members During Palm Sunday Dinner

Award recipients are shown with Rev. Dr. and Yeretzgeen Shrikian (top lefb).

Palm Sunday, celebrating Christ’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem, was com-
memorated in a traditional service at the St. Sarkis Church in Dearborn, Michigan,
followed by the parish’s annual Palm Sunday dinner. Attended by more than 250
parishioners, the dinner was hosted by the St. Sarkis Ladies’ Guild and was sponsored
by Mr. and Mrs. Karl Sogoian who have generously given their sponsorship to this
event for more than ten years. During the program Ladies’ Guild members serving 25
years and over were honored.

The program also showcased the talents of a young college student, Susie Kazanjian,
who stirred the audience with her brilliant recitation on her pride in being Armenian.
She also skillfully performed a medley of Armenian songs on the piano.

Committee chairlady, Mrs. Geno Sarkisian and her members, worked long weeks to
organize and coordinate this event which the St. Sarkis community eagerly anticipates
each years. Ladies Guild President, Mrs. Vanouhi Torigian, welcomed the parishioners
before turning the program to the chairlady of the day, Yeretzgeen Arpine Shrikian,
who introduced guest speakers, Rev. Dr. Gorun Shrikian, pastor of St. Sarkis Church,
and Mr. Albert Sarkisian, representing the Board of Trustees. Each speaker urged the
audience to continue the fine traditions of serving the church and the Armenian com-
munity which has grown and prospered because of the generous volunteer efforts of
dedicated parishioners through the years.

The occasion also honored Guild Members for their long and distinguished service.
Mrs. Sona Terterian and Mrs. Varsenig Topousian received plaques in recognition of
ten years of service. The following were presented with commemorative clocks in ap-
preciation of their 25 or more years of service: Agnes Afetian, Mary Apkarian, Sophie
Arakelian, Zarouhi Atanosian, Virginia Avedesian, Virginia Baligian, Vartanoush
Boghosian, Satenig Bozoian, Elizabeth Chakmakian, Elmon Godoshian, Helen
Hachigian, Madeline Haitaian, Makrouhi Kushigian, Arousiag Lafian, Vartanoush
Lafian, Hrak Mazmanian, Elmas Mooradian, Vahan Mooradian, Mary Mosoian, Nazig
Mossoian, Victoria Mossoian, Arshalous Nersesian, Oski Ornadzian, Purastan Stepan-
ian, Yeretzgeen Arpine Shrikian, Arousiag Topelian.

Mr. Vahan Mooradian was also awarded a clock in recognition for his unrelenting
assistance to the Ladies Guild. Mr. Mooradian is also an honorary member of the Guild.

Comments by Praofessor Zadoian (continued from page 5)

tion of Armenians was saved because of the generosity and friendship of the American
people.

Those who would deny history, also want to destroy this golden page of American
altruism. We are here today to bear witness to that kindness and to say Armenians
remember, Armenians remember with gratitude, and we always will.

Finally, let us make it clear that we are here for more than a ritual of remembrance.
We are here to affirm our faith that our martyrs have not died in vain, that justice will
triumph and that this ancient nation of ours will endure and prevail. Yes, we know
that on days like this there are many skeptics, even well-intentioned skeptics who
want to know why do we persist. Everyone of us has been asked if we don’t realize
that a long time has passed, that so much has changed and that we are pursuing an im-
possible cause. Let me remind you that for years skeptics who saw the tricolor at our
functions or parades or in our homes also asked if we did not realize that Eastern
Armenia was now incorporated in the territory of one of the world’s superpowers.
They wanted to know if we didn’t realize that it was all but impossible for the tricolor
to every fly again over Armenian lands. Well, today that impossible flag is everywhere
in Armenia. (Miracle of miracles, it even flies in some places in this country where it
was never allowed before and where children thought that we were a nation without
a flag of our own). Yes, we are here today to reaffirm that just as the impossible tricolor
of Armenia flies again over Armenian homes and lands and in Armenian hearts, so
will the impossible cause of Armenian justice prevail. Yes, we are here together, again,
on this late day in April to bear witness, to remember kindness, and reaffirm our faith
in justice.

But far away from here, beyond the sands of Deir Zor where the blood of our mar-
tyrs will not dry, beyond the broken churches of Cilicia where even the stones have
stories to tell, beyond the rivers whose roar could not drown the cry of Armenians
drowned in their waters, far away, in the Armenian highlands, in Daron and
Vasbouragan, in Zangezur and Artzakh, the snows are beginning to melt. Though
hard and painful days are still ahead, the long dark winter of our history is coming to
an end. Spring is here. And as I know that God is just, I know that our Spring will
come. And then, the tree of Armenian liberty will bloom again in all its God-given
glory. And then, and only then will our martyrs at long last rest easy in their graves.
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